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To: Moore, Nikkiilnmoore@blm.gov]

Cc: Timothy Fisherl[tjfisher@blm.gov]; Sally Butts[sbutts@blm.gov]
From: Alexander, Mara

Sent: 2017-09-11T14:10:41-04:00

Importance: Normal

Subject: Re: International Presentation tomorrow

Received: 2017-09-11T14:11:00-04:00

National Conservation Lands Presentation September 2017 IVLP.pptx

Attached is the ppt I plan to use tomorrow.
Let me know if you need anything else.
Best-

Mara

Mara Alexander, Ph.D.

Science Program Lead

National Conservation Lands

Bureau of Land Management

20 M Street SE Washington, DC 20003
malexander@blm.gov

desk: 202-912-7096

cell: 202-738-2522

https://www.blm.gov/programs/national-conservation-lands/about/science-on-the-lands

On Mon, Sep 11, 2017 at 11:44 AM, Alexander, Mara <malexander@blm.gov> wrote:

Okay- I'll send you the ppt later today.

Below is the agenda:

1)OIA Intro (5min) 2)BLM (25min-Mara Alexander, Science Program Lead, National
Conservation Lands, Bureau of Land Management) 3)NPS (25 min-Rudy
D'Alessandro, International Cooperation Specialist — Asia/Pacific/Arctic/Russia, U.S.
National Park Service — Office of International Affairs) 4)FWS (25 min- Damon Yeh,
Biologist Eurasia Branch, Division of International Conservation, U.S. Fish and
Wildlife Service - International Affairs) 5)Questions/Discussion (40 min)

Hopefully this attachment works better for you.

Mara Alexander, Ph.D.

Science Program Lead

National Conservation Lands

Bureau of Land Management

20 M Street SE Washington, DC 20003
malexander@blm.gov

desk: 202-912-7096

cell: 202-738-2522
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https://www.blm.gov/programs/national-conservation-lands/about/science-on-the-lands

On Mon, Sep 11, 2017 at 11:39 AM, Moore, Nikki <nmoore@blm.gov> wrote:

Yes that would be great and any info Colin has - like the agenda for tomorrow.

Nikki Moore

Acting Deputy Assistant Director, National Conservation Lands and Community Partnerships
Bureau of Land Management, Washington D.C.

202.219.3180 (office)

202.740.0835 (cell)

On Mon, Sep 11, 2017 at 11:36 AM, Alexander, Mara <malexander@blm.gov> wrote:

Hi Nikki-

I'm using the same ppt that we've given at these presentations in the past (yes, its one of the
international groups that comes in which Colin organizes), but adding a slide or two on
Cascade Siskiyou since the presentation should touch a bit more on biodiversity. Would
you like me to send you the ppt when its complete?

Attached is the participant bio in case you/Mike find that helpful.

Best-

Mara

Mara Alexander, Ph.D.

Science Program Lead

National Conservation Lands

Bureau of Land Management

20 M Street SE Washington, DC 20003
malexander@blm.gov

desk: 202-912-7096

cell: 202-738-2522

https://www.blm.gov/programs/national-conservation-lands/about/science-on-the-lands

On Mon, Sep 11, 2017 at 11:29 AM, Moore, Nikki <nmoore@blm.gov> wrote:

Hi Mara/Tim,

Mike Nedd is inquiring about the International presentation that Mara is giving tomorrow
and would like more information about it and any materials being presented. Can you
please send me a synopsis and a copy of the presentation? I'm assuming this is one of the
international groups that comes in that Colin organizes?

Nikki Moore
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Acting Deputy Assistant Director, National Conservation Lands and Community Partnerships
Bureau of Land Management, Washington D.C.

202.219.3180 (office)

202.740.0835 (cell)
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Conservation
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Bureau of Land Management Lands
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18 National Scenic and Historic Trails
5,078 miles

Wyoming Trails, WY

Old Spanish National _Hiéfofic Trail, UT
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69 Wild and Scenic Rivers
2,423 miles

American River;, CA

b =

Delta Wild and Scenic River, AK
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50™ Anniversary of the National Trails
System & Wild and Scenic Rivers Acts!
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224 Wilderness Areas
8,760,479 acres
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517 Wilderness Study Areas
12,607,811 acres

Grand Gulch WSA, UT

Organ Mountains WSA, NM
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16 National Conservation Areas/5 Similar Designations
3,676,979 acres and 428,440 acres, respectively
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Black Rock Desert High-Rock Canyon Emigrant Trails NCA
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27 National Monuments
9,451,978 acres

Fort Ord NM, California
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Cascade-Siskiyou National Monument
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Cascade-Siskiyou National Monument
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Economics and Tourism
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Recreation
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Culture/Paleontolo
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Education
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Thank you!

Mara Alexander, PhD

Science Program Lead
National Conservation Lands
Bureau of Land Management
Washington, DC
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Notes Summary:

Slide 1: '"Introduce the National Conservation Lands & newest conservation
system in Interior’s portfolio

The BLM is unique in its mission of managing the public lands for multiple
use and sustained yield of resources, including conservation. About 36
million acres of BLM land are recognized for outstanding conservation
values and designated for special management by Acts of Congress or
Presidential Proclamations. These are called the National Conservation
Lands.

These lands encompasses some of the most scenic, culturally rich,
scientifically important and LEAST KNOWN of all public land in America.

Although conservation and resource protection is the dominant use that
shapes all other aspects of the planning and management of these lands,
“multiple-uses” occur, as long as they are not in conflict with the
designating proclamation or legislation.

Prior to their designations, these lands were public. The designation gives
these lands special protections.'
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Notes Summary:

Slide 2: 'Over the years, the meaning of conservation has changed. It is
now thought by many as being synonymous with protection of natural and
cultural assets.

BLM’ s system of National Conservation lands is composed of lands that have
been designated by the President or Congress for the conservation,
protection, and restoration of special values and resources. It is a
system of protected public lands that stands proudly next to our nation’s
system of National Parks, National Wildlife Refuges, and National Forests.

In managing these specially designated lands, the BLM must comply with the
purposes and objectives of the designating presidential proclamations and
acts of Congress. Discretionary uses that conflict with designating
proclamations and acts are not allowed, but many compatible uses occur
throughout the National Conservation Lands. This may seem like a simple
concept, but, in practice, it can be very difficult to accomplish.'’
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Notes Summary:

Slide 5: 'For National Scenic and Historic Trails, the BLM’s
responsibilities date back to the passage of the National Trails System Act
in 1968, which included the designation of the Pacific Crest National
Scenic Trail and which is partially located on BLM lands. National Scenic
and Historic Trails are designated by Congress.

In additional to their cultural significance and beauty, these trails
provide access to remarkable hunting and fishing opportunities.'

Slide 6: 'For Wild and Scenic Rivers, the BLM’s responsibilities date back
to the passage of the Wild and Scenic Rivers Act in 1968, which designated
segments on BLM of the Rio Grande River in New Mexico and the Rogue River
in Oregon. Wild and Scenic Rivers are designated by Congress.

These rivers offer pristine habitat for wildlife and unique opportunities
for backcountry recreation.'’

Slide 7: '2018 is the 50th Anniversary of the National Trails System & Wild
and Scenic Rivers Acts! This anniversary is an opportunity to celebrate
some of the Wild and Scenic Rivers and National Trails System successes and
plan for the future.'
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Notes Summary:

Slide 10: 'Although the Wilderness Act was passed in 1964, it did not at
that time include the BLM as a manager of wilderness. The BLM didn’t get
its first designated wilderness area until 1983, the Bear Trap Canyon unit
of the Lee Metcalf Wilderness Area in Montana. Wilderness areas are
designated by Congress.

50th anniversary of the Wilderness Act in 2014 brought together federal

agencies and private groups in celebration of wilderness preservation. It
was also an opportunity to look to the future of wilderness preservation.'
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Notes Summary:

Slide 11: 'Wilderness study areas were included in FLPMA, and their history
is a bit complicated. A WSA is a roadless area or island that has been
inventoried and found to have wilderness characteristics as described in
Section 603 of FLPMA and Section 2(c) of the Wilderness Act of 1964. While
the Bureau of Land Management (BLM) continues to maintain wilderness
inventories, it no longer designates WSAs. However, Congress can designate
a WSA. The BLM manages WSAs to maintain their suitability for preservation
as wilderness until Congress decides to designate an area as wilderness or
to “release” it.

Therefore, the acres of WSAs have decreased over time as Congressional

actions are taken to either designate it as wilderness or is released to
from WSA status.'
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Notes Summary:

Slide 12: 'The BLM’s roots with National Conservation Areas go back more
than 40 years, to 1970 when Congress created the King Range National
Conservation area on the Pacific Coast of Northern CA.

Since 1970, Congress has designated 21 National Conservation Areas and
similar conservation designations on BLM lands and, in FLPMA, addressed
conservation and management of the California Desert Conservation Area.'’
Slide 13: 'There are three photos on this slide (click in presentation mode
to view photos).

Black Rock Desert High-Rock Canyon Emigrant Trails NCA is home to the

burning man event. It is the largest permitted event on BLM lands and the
attendees practice leave no trace principles.'
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Notes Summary:

Slide 14: 'Now the BLM manages 27 National Monuments encompassing more than
9 million acres.

Most recently, in January of 2017, there were two expansions of Cascade-
Siskiyou National Monument and California Coastal National Monument. In
December of 2016, there were two new national monuments designated on BLM
lands:

Bears Ears National Monument in Utah at 1.6 million acres.

Gold Butte National Monument in Nevada at 300,000 acres.'
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Notes Summary:

Slide 15: 'The CSNM was established on June 9, 2000, by President William
J. Clinton through Presidential Proclamation 7318 (Proclamation), under the
authority of the Antiquities Act of 1906.

The Proclamation recognizes the important ecosystem resources within the
Monument including a diverse range of biological, geological, aquatic,
archeological, and historic resources.

The Proclamation identifies ecologically significant plant communities of
the area including Garry and California black oaks woodlands, Jjuniper
scablands, wildflower meadows, mixed conifer and white fir forests,
Greene’s Mariposa lily, Gentner’s fritillary, Bellinger’s meadowfoam, and a
mosaic of grass and shrubs.

The Proclamation discusses the critical habitat for many animal species
including freshwater snails, butterflies, fish, populations of small
mammals, reptiles and amphibian species, and birds, as well as the unique
geology of the area that contributes to the ecological diversity of the
Monument .

The Proclamation identifies unique lithologies and soils that come
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Notes Summary:

from the mixing of igneous, metamorphic, and sedimentary geology, and the
striking features of Pilot Rock, a remnant of a volcanic vent.'
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Notes Summary:

Slide 16: 'is best known for the unique landscapes created by the
convergence of species from the high deserts of the Northern Great Basin to
the temperate rain forests of the Pacific Coast.

The CSNM was established on June 9, 2000, by President William J. Clinton
through Presidential Proclamation 7318 (Proclamation), under the authority
of the Antiquities Act of 1906.

The Proclamation recognizes the important ecosystem resources within the
Monument including a diverse range of biological, geological, aquatic,
archeological, and historic resources.

The Proclamation identifies ecologically significant plant communities of
the area including Garry and California black oaks woodlands, Jjuniper
scablands, wildflower meadows, mixed conifer and white fir forests,
Greene’'s Mariposa lily, Gentner’s fritillary, Bellinger’s meadowfoam, and a
mosaic of grass and shrubs.

The Proclamation discusses the critical habitat for many animal species

including freshwater snails, butterflies, fish, populations of small
mammals, reptiles and amphibian species, and birds, as well
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Notes Summary:

as the unique geology of the area that contributes to the ecological
diversity of the Monument.

The Proclamation identifies unique lithologies and soils that come from the
mixing of igneous, metamorphic, and sedimentary geology, and the striking
features of Pilot Rock, a remnant of a volcanic vent.'
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Notes Summary:

Slide 17: 'The National Conservation Lands provide many economic benefits
to their surrounding communities:

Outfitters, guides, and tours provided by local communities.
Visitors’ Centers based in surrounding communities.
Community-run shops, restaurants, and other places of business.
Tourism.

The BLM recently completed an economic report and some of the findings are
below:

Visitors to National Conservation Lands spent about $460 million on trip-
related expenditures in 2016.

An estimated 7,100 jobs were supported by National Conservation Lands
visitor spending in 2016.

Spending related to National Conservation Lands visits in 2016 supported
about $630 million in economic activity, including $230 million in labor
income.

Visitation to National Monuments and NCAs grows at a rate nearly 4 times
the rate of all other BLM recreation sites. These popular sites hosted an
estimated 8.6 million visits in 2016, a number is projected
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Notes Summary:

to continue to increase.

On a budget of only $2.73 per acre, the National Monuments and NCAs program
of the BLM supported $17 of regional economic contributions from recreation
for every $1 of federal funding.

BLM has a draft Travel and Tourism Action Plan that implements the National
Travel and Tourism Strategy (2012); we expect to release our Plan by the
end of 2017.

BLM will participate in the upcoming International IPW Travel and Tourism
Forum in Washington, DC in early June. Please visit Federal Row to learn
more about the BLM’s role in supporting travel and tourism on public
lands.'
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Notes Summary:

Slide 18: '15 million recreational user visit the National Conservation
Lands each year. The National Conservation Lands boast some of the West’s
most spectacular landscapes and provide outstanding hunting and fishing
opportunities. 99% are open to hunting and fishing. The public can take
advantage of opportunities for solitude and backcountry hunting and fishing
in the wilderness or visit a national monument in a less remote location.
Wild and Scenic Rivers offer pristine habitat for many species of fish and
National Scenic and Historic Trails offer access to remarkable landscapes
and prime hunting and fishing opportunities.

Over 1/4 of all recreation on BLM lands take place on the National
Conservation Lands

There are countless amounts of opportunity from rock climbing, river
rafting, mountain biking, hunting & fishing to hiking in some of the most

rugged & remote lands in the Nation.

They offer unprecedented adventure & solitude.'’
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Notes Summary:

Slide 19: 'Most of the National Conservation Lands have ecological
importance. They provide habitat for many wildlife species. Restoration and
protection of habitats are a major focus on these lands:

Over 30% of all sage grouse habitat; 54% of California Condors Range; 30%
(233) of special status animal species

A paddle fish “a living fossil” dating back over 48 million years thrives
in the protected backwaters of the Upper Missouri Wild & Scenic River in
Montana.

The Snake River Birds of Prey NCA with the highest density of birds of prey
in North America

The Offshore Rocks of the California Coastal Nation Monument provides

breeding grounds for 19 marine birds species, 11 of which are on the
endangered special concern or sensitive lists.'
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Notes Summary:

Slide 20: 'Objects of Cultural/Paleontological importance are found in many
of our monuments & NCAs.

The only physical evidence of the Lewis & Clark Expedition is William
Clark’s 1806 signature in Sand Stone located within Pompeys Pillar National
Monument in Montana.

Canyons of the Ancients National Monument contains one of the highest
density of archaeological sites in the Nation and is an example of
continuing multiple uses while managing for values & objects.

Over 80% of the monument is leased for fluid minerals development, 125
wells with 50% of them producing commercial CO2.

Livestock grazing and recreation also occur within the monument.'
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Notes Summary:

Slide 21: 'The National Conservation Lands are an extraordinary natural
laboratory. Scientific research anchors much of the National Conservation
Lands management.

This research is providing rich discoveries for scientists all over the
world as well as supporting innovative management solutions for BLM & other
land managing agencies.

Fort Stanton, New Mexico — Snowy River Cave NCA contains a five mile plus

long calcium carbonite formation that may be the largest in the world. The
layering of hydraulic action has also provide a geologic history that will
keep scientists understand precise details of climate mechanisms over time.

Grand Staircase-Escalante National Monument (GSENM) - Discovery of 20 plus
species of dinosaurs, many of which were first discovered there.'
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Notes Summary:

Slide 22: 'Many of our educational program help teach youth about the
National Conservation Lands - future voters & workers.

Educational programs educate the public on issues we seek public input &
they will support our work.

Currently there are 81 Hands on the Land sites 27 hosted on the National
Conservation Lands.'

Slide 24: 'If speaking to new employees:

Thank you for your time today. I'm excited to welcome you to the BLM team
and I look forward to working with you!

If speaking to potential employees/students/etc.:

In addition to spreading the word about the National Conservation Lands and
the BLM, we encourage you to consider joining the BLM Team! The BLM wvalues
unique experiences, skills, and backgrounds in our employees and we
encourage you to consider internships, jobs, and a career with BLM.'
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