FOIA001:01675666

To: Christopher McAlear[cmcalear@blm.gov]; Nikki Moore[nmoore@blm.gov]; Sally
Butts[sbutts@blm.gov]; Douglas Herrema[dherrema@blm.gov]; Mark Conley[mconley@blm.gov]; llana
Cohen[icohen@blm.gov]; Chad Schneckenburger[cschneckenburger@blm.gov]; Robert
Wick[rwick@blm.gov]

Cc: Valgentina Bolden[vbolden@blm.gov]; Keiosha Alexanderfkaalexander@blm.gov]
From: Hawks, Robin

Sent: 2017-03-10T11:04:55-05:00

Importance: Normal

Subject: Fwd: FOIA Request 2017-00305 Search Request

Received: 2017-03-10T11:05:10-05:00

Incoming Request.pdf
Production Guidance Sept 2017-00305.docx
WO DAD 2017-00305.docx

All,

Please conduct appropriate searches for any records that meet the description in the attached
FOIA request,

and return the completed attached form (WO DAD 2017-00305) and any responsive documents
to me by COB next Thursday, March 16th if at all possible, so I can prepare a consolidated
response before beginning my detail to WO-230 on March 20th.

The FOIA Coordinator has the names of the WO-400 Assistant Directors between January 25,
2012 and January 25, 2017, but if I have missed anyone else in this distribution who may have
responsive records, please let me know.

Thanks, Robin

Robin D. Hawks, Ph.D.
Senior Advisor

Bureau of Land Management
Desk Phone: 202 912 7177
Cell Phone: 202 713 8141
rhawks@blm.gov

---------- Forwarded message ----------

From: FOIA, BLM WO <blm wo foia@blm.gov>
Date: Thu, Mar 9, 2017 at 2:53 PM

Subject: FOIA Request 2017-00305 Search Request
To: Robin Hawks <rhawks@blm.gov>

Good afternoon Robin,

I hope this email finds you well. We received the following FOIA request:
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"1. All records discussing or otherwise related to the determination of a boundary for the Bears Ears National
Monument or the Gold Butte National Monument pursuant to the Antiquities Act of 1906;

2. All records pertaining to the identification of historic landmarks, historic and prehistoric structures, and
other objects of historic or scientific interest within the boundaries of the designated Bears Ears National
Monument or designated Gold Butte National Monument; this request includes records describing habitat of
scientific species referenced int he Proclamations establishing the National Monuments, locations of areas of
archaeological, paleontological, cultural, historical, ecological, or aesthetic importance, and related records
describing scientific areas of interest within the National Monuments; and

3. All records pertaining to impacts, threats, or dangers to historic landmarks, historic and prehistoric
structures, or other objects of historic or scientific interest within the boundaries of the designated Bears Ears
National Monument or the designated Gold Butte National Monument."

The time frame for the search is January 25, 2012 - January 25, 2017. The request, production guidance, and
DAD are attached. Please return the completed DAD and records by March 30, 2017. Please send any records
provided by email to the FOIA Office group box.

Please don't hesitate to contact me if you have any questions or if any additional information is needed.

Thank you,
Keiosha Alexander

NATIONAL SYSTEM OF PLUSLIC LANDS

Washington Office FOIA Coordinators
Bureau of Land Management

Phone: 202-912-7650

Fax: 202-245-0027

BLM WO FOIA@blm.gov
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I, the for the located in

(insert title) (name of divisional, program or state office)
, do herby certify the following to BLM FOIA Specialist Keiosha
Alexander, in her capacity as the FOIA Contact tasked with coordinating searches for records responsive to
FOIA # BLM-2017-00305.

Check ALL that apply:

( ) 1. I havereason to believe that the documents transmitted with this certification constitute
all documents within the possession or control of the staff in the office.

( )2. I have determined none of the records that have been produced are sensitive.
( )3. [Ihave determined that some or all of the records that have been produced are sensitive.
Y/N Records are marked as sensitive.

Y/N Records are sensitive due to a Solicitor sending, receiving, or reviewing the
document(s).

( )4. I havereason to believe that there are no responsive documents within the possession
or control of the staff in the office, and accordingly, am not provided any documents.

Information about the search (add lines as needed):

Name/Program Search Terms Used Search Location (e.g., paper
Office files; email; share drive)

Information about individuals performing work (add lines as needed):

Name/Program Office Grade | Hours to Search | Hours of Review
Date:
Signature
Print name
Title
Form 1278-2
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To:

From:

Re:

MATIONAL SYSTEM OF PUBLIC LANDS

United States Department of the Interior ez

BUREAU OF LAND MANAGEMENT
Washington, D.C. 20240
http://www.blm.gov

February 9, 2017

WO-400

Jeff Krauss, Division Chief
External Affairs

FOIA request from Douglas Wheeler, National Landscape Conservation System

The Bureau of Land Management has received the following request for information under the FOIA. Below
are instructions to assist with your search.

Staff should search for:

"1. All records discussing or otherwise related to the determination of a boundary for the Bears
Ears National Monument or the Gold Butte National Monument pursuant to the Antiquities Act
of 1906;

2. All records pertaining to the identification of historic landmarks, historic and prehistoric
structures, and other objects of historic or scientific interest within the boundaries of the
designated Bears Ears National Monument or designated Gold Butte National Monument; this
request includes records describing habitat of scientific species referenced in the Proclamations
establishing the National Monuments, locations of areas of archaeological, paleontological,
cultural, historical, ecological, or aesthetic importance, and related records describing scientific
areas of interest within the National Monuments; and

3. All records pertaining to impacts, threats, or dangers to historic landmarks, historic and
prehistoric structures, or other objects of historic or scientific interest within the boundaries of
the designated Bears Ears National Monument or the designated Gold Butte National
Monument.”

Date range of Search: January 25, 2012 — January 25, 2017

Deadline for Search Response: March 30, 2017

Deadline for submission of Documents: March 30, 2017

Full and complete copies of any and all requested documents should be produced promptly in accordance with 5
U.S.C. 552(a)(3)(D).

Any questions regarding this FOIA request should be directed to: Keiosha Alexander

kaalexander@blm.gov or (202) 912 — 7566.
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Step-by-step instructions:
You are responsible for ensuring that each employee in the directorate, who may have potentially responsive
records, receives a copy of this Production Guidance and is instructed to search for these records.

1) Identify which parts of your organization may have responsive records based on the description above.
Other employees do not need to conduct a search.

2) Send the employee(s) or supervisor(s) instructions to search for records. Contact Keiosha Alexander to
arrange for a search for employees who have left the Department of the Interior.

If you have responsive records located on a non-official email account that have not already been carbon
copied or forwarded to your official email account, you must 1) forward them to your official email account
if you are within the 20-day window and provide them to the FOIA Office as part of your search response or
2) provide them to the FOIA Office from your non-official email account as part of your search response.

3) At the same time, ask for documentation of the time to search, terms used and location of search. Please
use the attached WO DAD 2017-00305.docx (Form 1278-2).

4) On or before March 30, 2017, send the records, if any, to Keiosha Alexander. If no records are located
skip to step 5.

5) On or before March 30, 2017, send the completed WO DAD2017-00305.docx (documentation of the
search). If you asked multiple people to search, please combine all of the forms for signature by the

Deputy Assistant Director.

All completed certifications and records should be sent to Keiosha Alexander electronically or delivered to
Workspace # 6273, 20 M Street.
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Hogan Lavells US LLP
Columbia Square
555 Thirleenth Street, NW

1 Washington, DC 20004
: Hogan T +1 202 637 5600

LOVBHS F +1 202 637 5970

www.hoganlovells.com
January 25, 2017

VIA ELECTRONIC MAIL AND CERTIFIED MAIL

Lance Purvis, FOIA Contact
Office of the Solicitor (SOL)
U.8. Department of the Interior
MS-6420, MIB

1849 C Sireef, NW
Washinglon, DC 20240

(202) 208-5817

E-mail: sol.foia@sol.doi.gov

Clarice Julka, Acting FOIA Contact
Office of the Secratary (05)

U.S. Dapartment of the interior
MS-7328, MIS

1849 C Streat, NW

Washington, DC 20240

(202) 513-0765

Susan Bauman

c/o Utah State Office

440 Waest 200 Soulh

Suita 500

Sall Lake City, UT 84101

Bureau of Land Managemenl
{801) 539-4206
-E-mail: BLM_UT_FOIA@blm.gov

Ryan Witt, BL.M FOIA Officer

c/o Washington, DC Offica

1849 C Streal NW, RM 2134 LM
Washington, DC 20240

(202) 912-7650

E-mail: BLM_WO_FOIA@bIm.gov
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-2- January 25, 2017

Re:  Freedom of information Act Request: Bears Ears National Monument and Gold
Buttg National Monument

Dear Sirs/Madams:

On behalf of Ihe Conservation Lands Feundation ("CLF"), we hereby request access 1o the
records described below pursuant to the Freedom of Information Act, 5 U.S.C. § 552 ("FOIA"), and
the pertinent Departiment of Interior regulations, 43 C.F.R. § 2.1 ef seq.

THE REQUESTED RECORDS

This FOIA request seeks information related to the Eslablishment of the Bears Ears National
Monument (Proclamation 9558, 82 Fed. Reg. 1139 {Jan. 5, 2017)) and to the Establishment of the
Gold Butie National Monument (Proclamation 9559, 82 Fed. Rag. 1148 (Jan, 5, 2017)), including but
not limited to documents, correspondence, and other written and electronic communications
described in the following Hst. This request is limited to records created or modified within the last
fiver yaars.

1. All records discussing or otherwise related to the determination of a boundary for the Bears
Ears National Monument or the Gold Butte Nalional Menument pursuant to the Antiquities
Act of 1906 (54 U.S.C. § 320301);

2. All racords perlaining fo the identification of historic landmarks, historic and prehistoric
structures, and olhar objects of historic or scientific inleres{ within tha boundaries of the
dasignated Bears Ears National Monument or designated Gold Bulte Nalional Monument;
this request includes records describing habilal of specific species referenced in the
Proclamations establishing the National Monuments, locations of areas of archaological,
paleontclogical, cullural, historical, scological, or aasthetic imporlance, and raelated records
dascribing scientific areas of inerest within the National Monuments; and

3. All records peraining to impacts, threats, or dangers to histaric tandmarks, historic and
prehistaric struclures, or othar objects of historic or scientific interest within the boundaries of
lhe dasignated Bears Ears National Monument or the designated Gold Butta National
Monumaent.

REQUEST FOR A FEE WAIVER

Wa respactiully roguas! that you waive aill fees in connection with this request as provided by
8 UB.LC. § Sh2a}d)iadli), 43 CFR, § 2458(a). CLF is a 5013} non-profit organkzation
incorporated  under the laws of Delawara and haadquararad In Durango, Colorado. CLF's
organizational purpose s o promote environmental consarvancy through assialing the Natlonal
Landscape Consarvations Systam (or the National Congervation Lands) and presaerving open space
and wildarnass, The National Conservation Lands encompass 31 milllion acres and 2,400 river miles
of National Monumanls, National Gonaervation Areas, Wildarness and Wilderness Study Areas, Wild
and Sconle Rivors, National Scanle and Historc Tralts, and other apaclal doslgnations. To Tullild iy
organizational purposa, CLF works to protect, restorg, snd expand the Natlonal Consorvation Londs
through oducation, advocacy, and parinership. CLF requests a foo walvar undor 43 CF.R. § 2.19,
as all of tha documaonts requostad sro likoly to conlrbuto signdficantly to public undarslanding of tho
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operalions and activities of the Government, and release of the documents is not in the commercial
interest of CLF.

Under DOI regulations, a party seeking a fee walver must show (1) how the records concern
the operations or activities of the Federal government; (2) how disclosure is likely to contribuie o
public understanding of those operations or activities; (3) how disclosure is likely to significantly
contribute to the underslanding of a reasonably broad audience of persons interesled in the subject,
as apposed to your individual understanding; and (4) how the public's understanding of the subject
in question will be enhanced to a significant extent by the disclosure. 43 C.F.R. § 2.48(a).

How the records concern tha operations or activities of the Federal government:

The records CLF seeks are records either created or solicited by the Federal Government in
support of the proclamation eslablishing the Bears Ears National Monument and the prociamation
aslablishing of the Gold Butte National Monument. The lands in question are administered, in part,
by the Bureau of Land Management (along with the Uniled States Forest Service).! Records
prepared by the Bureau of Land Management, as well as any and all records prepared by the
Solicitor's Office and Office of the Secretary of the Interor, bear direclly on the operations and
activities of the Federal government in its angoing management of these lands for the public. These
records are directly related lo the ongaing managemaent of these lands by the Federal Governmeant.

How disclosure Is likely to contribute to public understanding of those operations or
activitles:

First, the records here contain meaningful information thal has not been made available to
the public, to CLF, or—to the best of CLF's knowladge-—other organizations.,

Second, these records are diractly related to the aclivities of the Federal Government in s
ongoing managemant of public lands, and thesa records will explain the basas of tho Proclamations
establishing the Bears Ears and Gold Butte National Monument,

Third, these issuas are of supreme interest 10 the public, and disclosure of thasa racords will
increase the public underslanding of these issuas through increassd transparency as o the bases
for designating the Bears Ears and Gold Bulte araas as National Monuments. The proper functioning
of government and the protection of public lands are issues thal affect the public al large; these
records will tharefore contribule to (he public's undaerstanding of this subject. The operations and
getivillas of tha Dapariment of the Interior as carried oul by the respsctive Offices and Buraaus of
that Dapartiment will be disclosad to the public in a manner thal assisls the public in understanding
the proclamation process.

Finally, as dataliad above, CLF promoles environmantal conservancy through asslating the
National Landscape Conservalions Systam (or the National Conservation Landa) and preserving
opan space and widarnass. CLF regulary publishes informalion on [he National Landscape
Consorvalions System and wiidarness, Publications include onling Information accessibla for free to
iho public-al-larga and nawslatlars to membars of tho orgonization. With tios to other organizations,
CLF is wall aguipped o share with and dissaminala to the public the requestod rocords,

" Porlons of the Gold Bulta National Monuman! waro proviously managod by the Burau of
Roclamation (“BOR"Y, bt Jurisdiction ovar BOR lands hag boon fransforrod to tho Buroau of Land
Managomont,
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How disclosure is likeiy to significantly contribute to the understanding of a reasonably
broad audience of persons interested in the subject, as opposed to your individual
understanding:

First, most of the requested records are new and were crealed over the past year (CLF
expects that many of these records relate to the determination of the boundary of the National
Monuments). CLF does anticipate, however, that the record request may include some historical
records that detail the historic, prehistoric, and scientific attributes of the areas of Bears Ears and
Gold Butte. The majority of the records requested will comprise recently produced documents,
though some historical documents may fall within the ambit of this request.

Second, the records requestad would further confirm the statements included in the
Proclamations establishing the National Monuments. For instance, records would demonstrate the
tocation of specific paleontological resources or the Native American culfural resources identified in
the Proclamation establishing Bears Ears National Monumenis. Similarly, the records would
demonslrate the location of specific archagologlcal sites in the Gold Butle National Monument.

Third, as explained above, these records will increase the public understanding ol the
Proclamation process as well as the management of public lands. These records will thereby henefit
the public by illuminating the parameters and constraints on management practices of the Bureaus
and Offices within the Department of the Interior,

Finally, this Information is not publicly available, Though the Proclamalions provide general
information eon the areas designated as Nalional Monumenis, the Preciamalions lack specific record
evidence of the historic, prehislotic, and scientific portions of these areas. Because this information
is pivolal to ensuring the proper designalion of National Monuments, and by association the
management of public lands, it is of significant importance to the public.

How the public's understanding of the subject in quastion will be enhanced to a significant
axtont by the disclosurs;

This FOIA request targels racords unavailable by any olher maans, despite being public
racords ralaled to the operalions and aclivilles of the Governmant. And, as indicated above, CLF
intends to make the Information it receives widely and sasily available by, among othar lhings,
posting i on wabsites, and including it in reporis. The records and information will thareby enhance
the public undarstanding of the importance of National Monuments as an aspect of public lands,
Furthermore, CLF is qualified and oxpgrienced in these issues, and thareby well-situated 1o raview,
analyze, and summarize the requasted racords. CLF, additionally, does nol seek this information lor
commarcial purpOsos.

For thase reasons, a feo walver Is warranted in this situation. Il this request is deniod, ploasa
provide as roquired a {ull explanation for why tha loe walver raquast did not meat the lea-waivar
critaria provided In the BOL regulations, as well as tha name(s) and titla(s) or position(s) of aach
parson responsible for the denial; the pame and tille of the Office of the Solicitor attorney consulted;
end a statament that the daniat may bo appealad within 30 workdays of the date of the denlat,

LACHK OF EXEMPTIONS

Wa boliove that nona of tho information requeslod will be axempl from disclosure bocauso
e roquastod documonts ero publle documanta. I you should dony accogs to any documaonts
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covered by this request, please describe in detail each of those documents and specify the statutory
basis for denial as well as the reasons you believe the slatutory basis applies. If only a portion of a
dacument is exempt from release, we request all reasonably segregable poitions of the document as
allowed by FQIA, Thus, if you believe that a porlion of a document that we have requested is
exempt, please redact the exempt portions and provide us with the redacted copy of the document.
If you decide that exempt portions cannot be reasonably redacted, please advise us in detail of the
reasons for that dacision.

EXPEDITED PROCESSING

We respectfully request expedited processing of this request. FOIA provides for expedited
processing of requests for agency records, and direcls agencies to “process as soon as practicabls
any request for records to which [they have] granled expediled processing” 5 U.S.C.
§ 852(a)(6)(EXiii}. Expedilion Is avallable in cases in which Ihe person requesting the records
demonstrates a compelling need. Id. § 5562(a)(6)E)1). A compelling need may be shown where,
“with respect 10 a request made by a person primarily engaged in disseminating information,” there
is an "urgency {0 inform the public concerning actual or alleged Federal Government activity” /d.
§ 582(a)GUENV!I): see also 43 C.F.R. § 2.14(a)(2).

The recards requested here are necessary to ensure the fawful bases for establishing the
Bears Ears and Gokl Bulte National Monuments, The current and fulure management of these
public lands is an issue significant to the public-at-large, as well as ensuring thal any actions taken
to aller, change, or otherwise affect thase public lands is not done so to the delriment of the
prehistoric, historic, and scientific areas identified within thase National Monuments.

F ook forward to hearing from you regarding our reques! within twenty business days or
earlier if possibie. Thank you for your assislance in this matler.

incaraly,

(8

Dougte Wh@e!m
Pariner

douglas whaster@hoganiovells.com
R 202-637-5556
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