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Hi Nikki, Sally, and Tim (acting), the Monthly Hot Topic Snapshot for the

week of May 8 is attached. I am taking leave on Monday so won't be able to

go over it with you unless you want to do it later in the week. Otherwise, let

me know if you have any feedback or if I should send to Chris.

The WO410 tracking spreadsheet is also attached.

Thanks.

Britta Nelson, M.P.A., Program Analyst

National Conservation Lands (WO-410)

Bureau of Land Management
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 DTS# 1542. NOI to Amend the RMP for the Ukiah Field Office, California and Prepare an Associated Environmental

Assessment for the Berryessa Snow Mountain National Monument. California.

o Surnamed by WO410 on May 2. NOI package has not reached WO400.

 

 DTS# 1560, Notice of Temporary Closure and Temporary Restrictions for the Burning Man event. Nevada.

o Surnamed by WO410 on April 18. Notice package has not reached WO400.

 

 DTS# 1545. NOA of the Draft RMP and DEIS for the BLM Carlsbad Field Office, New Mexico.

o Update: WO210 is holding the NOA while the Carlsbad FO revisits the alternatives.  Updates to the DRMP/DEIS

will come to the WO for review.

 

 DTS# 1401. NOA of the Boardman to Hemingway ROD. Oregon.

o NOA package has not reached WO400. NOA not routed at Division level.

o WO410 provided updated language for NSHT for the ROD to the Project Manager and WO210 (Jan 12, 2017).

 

 Section 368 Energy Corridor Region 1 draft review report. Southern California, southern Nevada, and western

Arizona.  

o Update: Checked in with WO301 to determine if follow up is needed re: WO410 comments (submitted April 14,

2017) or the updated conflict maps. WO301 indicated no follow up needed at this time. 

o Issues: The draft review report addresses National Trails in accordance with outdated policy. This issue has been

addressed with WO301 with follow-up occurring.

 Donlin Natural Gas Pipeline. Alaska.

o No update.

o Meeting with BLM Alaska was held on February 27 to discuss State Patent lands of concern within

the Donlin project, specific to the Iditarod National Historic Trail. Although it is not feasible to get a ROW

reservation for affected townships, BLM Alaska is working to get comments into NEPA for the project, including

mitigation for impacts to the NHT.

 

 Verde Transmission ADEIS. New Mexico.

o Issues: Potential impacts to WSR and National Trails.

▪ Proposed route crosses Rio Grande River. Eligible and suitable WSR streams in area including additional

segments of the Rio Grande WSR.     

▪ Project would cross the Camino Real de Tierra Adentro NHT and Old Spanish NHT. 

o Next milestone is review of ADEIS (TBD). Any review is to be coordinated through New Mexico as amendment

is not on WO210 priority list for WO review.

o Update: Scoping Report is being prepared. Scoping indicates opposition to project. 

● Mancos Shale RMP-A NOI, Farmington, New Mexico.

o Issues:  Unknown but WO410 is tracking because the RMP-A proposes to amend four decision types including

lands with wilderness characteristics and will analyze potential impacts from oil and gas decisions to the Old

Spanish NHT (RMP decisions for the NHT will not be made).

o As the RMP-A/EIS moves forward (alts development, impact analysis, etc.). WO410 will participate to ensure

that the National Conservation Lands units are adequately considered. 
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o WSR rationale: The Delaware River segment was not included in the Preferred Alternative because this area has

been identified as an area with high oil/gas development potential. Portions of the Delaware River segment are

currently leased for oil and gas development and are surrounded by state lands. Much of the Delaware River

segment carries protective allocations associated with the proposed Gypsum Soils ACEC which is included in the

Preferred Alternative C.

 

● Rio Puerco PRMP/FEIS. New Mexico.

o TBD.

o No issues. There are seven areas totaling 37,524 acres of wilderness characteristics.

1)  Prioritize other uses on 1,663 acres (4%) while not protecting wilderness characteristics.

2)  6,920 acres (18%) would be managed to minimize impacts to wilderness characteristics while managing for

other uses. Travel limited to designated routes, closed to leasable minerals, avoid for saleable minerals and

ROW, minimizing impacts and requiring use of existing routes for forest product removal, and VRM III.

3)  28,941 acres (77%) would be managed to protect wilderness characteristics as a priority over other multiple

uses. Travel would be closed except as authorized, closed to leasable and saleable minerals, no new ROWs,

closed to forest product removal, and VRM II.
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