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Hi Nikki and Chris, the Monthly Hot Topic Snapshot for the week of March 6

is attached. Also attached is the WO410 tracking spreadsheet.

Please let me know if you have any questions. Thanks.

Britta Nelson, M.P.A., Program Analyst
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seedings). An order of magnitude discussion is needed in order to make comparisons between the alternatives

(especially for cumulative impacts).

6) GSENM: Aspects of BLM M6220 that focus on grazing should be integrated (consistency with proclamation,

implemented in a manner that protects ROVs, and using the NM as a lab for innovative grazing techniques).

7) GSENM: Clarification is needed re: if and how grazing will be used as a resource management tool.

8) GSENM: Clarification is needed demonstrating how monument lands will be utilized as a laboratory for

innovative grazing with the alternatives (including the preferred alternative).

9) National Trails: Discussion and analysis of impacts to the Old Spanish NHT or a statement that the NHT will not

be impacted with associated rationale is needed as the NHT is potentially in the planning area.

 Bering Sea-Western Interior preliminary range of alternatives. Alaska.

o WO410 submitted comments to WO210 for the wilderness, WSR, and NSHT programs (Nov. 2016).

o Issues: Response to WO comments provided to WSR and NSHT programs for review.

Lands with wilderness characteristics. Update: met with Alaska on March 1, a full range of alternatives will be

included.

Wild and Scenic Rivers. Update: 1) a full range of alternatives for suitable WSRs (per manual 6400) will be

included with all segments proposed as suitable in Alt B. 2) “No net loss” language will be upgraded to reflect

“protect and enhance”. 

National Trails. Update: 1) Per 43 CFR 3400.2, coal leasing Actions Common to All Alternatives for Leasable

Minerals will be modified to exclude the Iditarod NHT from coal leasing. 2) Clarification was provided that the

Rohn Cabin site is included for disposal due to state selection process and other alternatives include retaining

the cabin, while transferring the airstrip to the state.  The cabin would remain in the regional shelter cabin

system if transferred as the State is a partner in the Cabin System and NHT management.

 Appalachian Basin RMP Prep Plan. Eastern States.

o Prep plan review from February 27 through March 10. WO410 will submit comments by March 10.

 

 Upper Snake, Challis, Salmon RMP Prep Plan. Idaho.

o Prep plan review from February 27 through March 10. WO410 will submit comments by March 10.

 

 Donlin Natural Gas Pipeline. Alaska.

o Meeting with BLM Alaska was held on February 27 to discuss State Patent lands of concern within

the Donlin project, specific to the Iditarod National Historic Trail. Although it is not feasible to get a ROW

reservation for affected townships, BLM Alaska is working to get comments into NEPA for the project, including

mitigation for impacts to the NHT.

 

 Verde Transmission ADEIS. New Mexico.

o Issues: Potential impacts to WSR and National Trails.

▪ Proposed route crosses Rio Grande River. Eligible and suitable WSR streams in area including additional

segments of the Rio Grande WSR.     

▪ Project would cross the Camino Real de Tierra Adentro NHT and Old Spanish NHT. 

o Next milestone is review of ADEIS (TBD). Any review is to be coordinated through New Mexico as amendment

is not on WO210 priority list for WO review.

o Update: Scoping Report is being prepared. Scoping indicates opposition to project. 
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