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DOI DAILY UPDATE FOR CABINET AFFAIRS – 4/13/17

Doug Domenech, Senior Advisor

 

Status of the Secretary
The Secretary is traveling to California for the next week.
 

TODAY: Secretary will meet with DOI Managers and staff in Sacramento, CA.  (Rep.
McClintock to join).

TODAY: Secretary will meet with Governor Brown.

TODAY: Secretary will visit Yosemite National Park and address staff and meet with the
Acting Superintendent.

 

California Trip: Wed. 4/12 to 4/20: Secretary will travel to California. 

 

Fri. 4/14: Sequoia National Park (tour, fire-related briefings, meet with employees). Rep.
Nunez (R-CA) - Maybe Sequoia.

Sat. 4/15: Meeting with former Rep. Lagomarsino regarding Channel Islands in Santa Barbara
area

Sun. 4/16: Easter // DAY OFF

Mon. 4/17: Channel Islands--Santa Cruz. "Town Hall" with fishermen/stakeholders re:
Channel Islands at Reagan Ranch Center in Santa Barbara

Tue. 4/18: Channel Islands--Santa Rosa. Rep./Leader McCarthy (R-CA) invited

Wed. 4/19: San Francisco: Presidio stop, Park Police Strategic Plan rollout

Thurs. 4/20: Fly Home
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Long Range: Saturday 4/22: Earth Day.

Long Range: 5/25-5/28. The Secretary will participate in a CODEL sponsored by Senator
Murkowski.  Arctic Council.  Norway, Greenland, Alaska.  Various AK events 5/29-5/31.

Long Range: The Secretary will participate in the 75th Anniversary of the Battle of Midway,
and travel to the Pacific US Territories.

 
Media Announcements Today

No media is planned today.

 

Executive Orders

Awaiting next EO on offshore energy. (?)

Awaiting EO on National Monuments. (Early May?)

 

Speaking Invitations

Accepted

4/27 Theodore Roosevelt Conservation Partnership BBQ (DC, REI)

4/27 Western Caucus Members Only Luncheon (DC, Capitol)

4/28 NRA Leadership Forum, George World Congress Center in Atlanta, GA.

5/1 Offshore Technology Conference (Houston, TX)

 

Regretted

4/13-14 Arctic Encounter Symposium (Seattle, WA)

4/13 Columbia University's Center on Global Energy Policy's Global Energy Summit (NYC) 

4/13 Wreath Laying for Jefferson's Birthday (DC)

4/14 Montana State Meeting of the Society of American Foresters (Missoula, MT)

4/19 American Forest Resource Council 2017 Annual Meeting (Stevenson, WA)

4/24 Annual Tribal Self-Governance Consultation Conference (Spokane, WA)

4/26 Theodore Roosevelt Conservation Partnership Dinner (DC)
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4/27 Blueprint 2025 Infrastructure Leadership Forum (DC)

4/28 Woodlawn Cemetery Arbor Day Celebration (NYC)

 

Outstanding Invitations in Process

4/25 Northwest Public Power Association Legislative Dinner (DC)

5/1 Ducks Unlimited Reception (DC, Canadian Embassy)

5/2 Public Lands Trust, Washington, DC

 

NEED CABINET AFFAIRS ASSISTANCE ON THESE ITEMS:

 

Sportsmen’s Event with POTUS/VP: Formal request submitted to Cabinet Affairs. A
proposal has been submitted to Cabinet Affairs outlining a proposed “Sportsmen’s”
announcement of $1.1 billion in funding for hunting and fishing activities. NOTE: the
Department will need to announce this soon.  Details also sent to WH IGA.

 

Secretary would like to access military support airplane for Pacific Trip: Formal request
will be submitted to Cabinet Affairs.

 

Possible event at the Lincoln Memorial: June 10.

 

Emergency Management

In Florida, the Cowbell Fire on Big Cypress National Preserve has burned 16,944 (+1,055)
acres. The fire is 38 (+27)-percent contained and managed by a Type-2 Incident Management
Team with 261 (+15) personnel, including 72 (+5) DOI personnel. There are 25 (no change)
residences threatened, and the containment date remains April 30. Up to one half inch of rain
was received in the vicinity of the Cowbell Fire on Wednesday, resulting in some reduction in
fire behavior during the operational period.

 

In response to the recent hexavalent chromium spill near Indiana Dunes National Lakeshore
near Chesterton, Indiana, Cowles Bog Beach, West Beach, the Portage Lakefront, and the
Riverwalk have been closed by the National Park Service until further notice. The EPA
recommended closures within 3 miles of the spill. Trails at Cowles Bog Beach remain open.
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Media of Interest

 

BLM’s Plans Lease Sale Of 100,000 Colorado Acres For Drilling.

Additional coverage that the Bureau of Land Management is planning “to auction
approximately 100,000 acres of federal public lands in northern Colorado for oil and gas
drilling” was provided by the Colorado Independent (4/12, Ray).

 

Interior Officials Meet With Tribal Leaders To Save Navajo Generating Station.

The Washington Examiner (4/13, Siciliano) reports that Interior Secretary Ryan Zinke and
other officials on Wednesday “met with Native American leaders to brainstorm ways” the
Trump Administration “can help prevent” the Navajo Generating Station from shutting down.
David Palumbo, deputy commissioner for operations at the Bureau of Reclamation, “said the
administration is hopeful they can reach an agreement to extend operations beyond 2019, but
are planning for the worst if the plant is forced to close.”

 

Secretary Zinke Halts Plan To Transfer National Bison Range To Tribal Control.

The Missoulian (MT) (4/12, Chaney) reports that Interior Secretary Ryan Zinke has “reversed
course on plans to hand management of the National Bison Range to the Bureau of Indian
Affairs.” Zinke’s “move casts doubt on the Confederated Salish and Kootenai Tribes’ plans to
take control of the wildlife sanctuary in the middle of the Flathead Indian Reservation.”
According to the article, “saying he was committed to not selling or transferring public land,
Zinke said Wednesday that the tribes ‘would play a pivotal role in our discussions about the
best path forward.’” Zinke said, “I took a hard look at the current proposal suggesting a new
direction for the National Bison Range and assessed what this would mean for Montana and
the nation. As Secretary, my job is to look 100 years forward at all of Interior’s resources. I
recognize the Bison Range is a critical part of our past, present and future, which is why I have
changed course.”

 

Secretary Zinke To Deliver Commencement Address At University Of Montana.

In an analysis, the Campus Reform (4/12) says that Interior Secretary Ryan Zinke “(who is
speaking at the University of Montana) is the only one of President Trump’s senior officials to
have secured a commencement slot.”

 

Conservation Group, Rep. Grijalva File Lawsuit Over Border Wall.

The AP (4/12) reports the Center for Biological Diversity conservation group and Rep. Raul
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Grijalva (D-AZ) filed a federal lawsuit in Tucson on Wednesday against the proposed border
wall. The lawsuit “seeks to require the U.S. Department of Homeland Security to put together
a report on the environmental impact of construction of the wall and expanded operations on
the U.S.-Mexico border.” The Hill (4/12, Cama) reports the conservation group “says its
lawsuit is the first against the border wall since President Trump signed an executive order in
January to start building it.”

 

Land Transfer Advocates Turn Focus To Monuments.

The High Country (CO) News (4/12, Wiles) reports that advocates of public land transfers
have turned their attention to rescinding national monument designations. The article notes
that President Trump has “indicated he does not support” land transfers and Interior Secretary
Ryan Zinke “explicitly opposes a transfer.” However, Trump and Zinke “haven’t been vocal
about their plans for national monuments, or for the Antiquities Act.”

 

National Historic Vehicle Register To Display Newest Inductees On National Mall.

WTOP-FM Washington (4/12, Clabaugh) reports that the National Historic Vehicle Register
will “put on public display on the National Mall its three newest inductees beginning
Wednesday.” According to the article, “all three cars were center stage on the National Mall
Wednesday morning to mark the opening ceremony of the third annual Cars at the Capital
exhibition.” The exhibition is part of the Historic Vehicle Association’s partnership with the
Interior Department, Historic American Engineering Record and Library of Congress archives.

 

Investigators Find Inappropriate Workplace Behavior At Yellowstone.

The AP (4/12, Freking) reports that “federal investigators said Wednesday they have found
credible evidence that male supervisors and staff in the maintenance division at Yellowstone
National Park created a work environment that included unwelcome and inappropriate
comments and actions toward women.” The Interior Department’s inspector general
“concluded that the division’s supervisor should have known about and addressed some of the
alleged misconduct.” The report “said more than 100 current and former employees were
interviewed and 500-plus documents were reviewed, including this past year’s exit survey of
more than 200 seasonal Yellowstone employees.” In all, “the report said that between 2010
and 2016, six women who had previously worked in the maintenance unit had been subjected
to derogatory comments or actions that made them feel uncomfortable.” The article says that
“most employees interviewed — male and female — have told investigators they had not
personally experienced or witnessed sexual harassment at the park.”

 

White House Communications Report (sent to WH Comms, Wednesday.)

No report was prepared.
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Federal Register Notices Cleared for Publishing

No items were cleared for the Federal Register on Wednesday

 
Doug Domenech
Senior Advisor
US Department of the Interior
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DOI DAILY UPDATE FOR CABINET AFFAIRS – 4/13/17 
Doug Domenech, Senior Advisor  
 
Status of the Secretary 
The Secretary is traveling to California for the next week. 
 
TODAY: Secretary will meet with DOI Managers and staff in Sacramento, CA.  (Rep. McClintock to join). 
TODAY: Secretary will meet with Governor Brown. 
TODAY: Secretary will visit Yosemite National Park and address staff and meet with the Acting 
Superintendent.  
 
California Trip: Wed. 4/12 to 4/20: Secretary will travel to California.   
 
Fri. 4/14: Sequoia National Park (tour, fire-related briefings, meet with employees). Rep. Nunez (R-CA) - 
Maybe Sequoia.  
Sat. 4/15: Meeting with former Rep. Lagomarsino regarding Channel Islands in Santa Barbara area 
Sun. 4/16: Easter // DAY OFF 
Mon. 4/17: Channel Islands--Santa Cruz. "Town Hall" with fishermen/stakeholders re: Channel Islands at 
Reagan Ranch Center in Santa Barbara 
Tue. 4/18: Channel Islands--Santa Rosa. Rep./Leader McCarthy (R-CA) invited 
Wed. 4/19: San Francisco: Presidio stop, Park Police Strategic Plan rollout  
Thurs. 4/20: Fly Home 
 
Long Range: Saturday 4/22: Earth Day. 
Long Range: 5/25-5/28. The Secretary will participate in a CODEL sponsored by Senator Murkowski.  
Arctic Council.  Norway, Greenland, Alaska.  Various AK events 5/29-5/31.  
Long Range: The Secretary will participate in the 75th Anniversary of the Battle of Midway, and travel to 
the Pacific US Territories. 
 
Media Announcements Today 
No media is planned today. 
 
Executive Orders 
Awaiting next EO on offshore energy. (?) 
Awaiting EO on National Monuments. (Early May?) 
 
Speaking Invitations 
Accepted 
4/27 Theodore Roosevelt Conservation Partnership BBQ (DC, REI) 
4/27 Western Caucus Members Only Luncheon (DC, Capitol) 
4/28 NRA Leadership Forum, George World Congress Center in Atlanta, GA. 
5/1 Offshore Technology Conference (Houston, TX) 
 
Regretted 
4/13-14 Arctic Encounter Symposium (Seattle, WA) 
4/13 Columbia University's Center on Global Energy Policy's Global Energy Summit (NYC)   
4/13 Wreath Laying for Jefferson's Birthday (DC) 
4/14 Montana State Meeting of the Society of American Foresters (Missoula, MT) 
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4/19 American Forest Resource Council 2017 Annual Meeting (Stevenson, WA)  
4/24 Annual Tribal Self-Governance Consultation Conference (Spokane, WA) 
4/26 Theodore Roosevelt Conservation Partnership Dinner (DC) 
4/27 Blueprint 2025 Infrastructure Leadership Forum (DC) 
4/28 Woodlawn Cemetery Arbor Day Celebration (NYC) 
 
Outstanding Invitations in Process 
4/25 Northwest Public Power Association Legislative Dinner (DC) 
5/1 Ducks Unlimited Reception (DC, Canadian Embassy) 
5/2 Public Lands Trust, Washington, DC 
 
NEED CABINET AFFAIRS ASSISTANCE ON THESE ITEMS:  
 
Sportsmen’s Event with POTUS/VP: Formal request submitted to Cabinet Affairs. A proposal has been 
submitted to Cabinet Affairs outlining a proposed “Sportsmen’s” announcement of $1.1 billion in 
funding for hunting and fishing activities. NOTE: the Department will need to announce this soon.  
Details also sent to WH IGA.  
 
Secretary would like to access military support airplane for Pacific Trip: Formal request will be 
submitted to Cabinet Affairs. 
   
Possible event at the Lincoln Memorial: June 10.  
 
Emergency Management 
In Florida, the Cowbell Fire on Big Cypress National Preserve has burned 16,944 (+1,055) acres. The fire 
is 38 (+27)-percent contained and managed by a Type-2 Incident Management Team with 261 (+15) 
personnel, including 72 (+5) DOI personnel. There are 25 (no change) residences threatened, and the 
containment date remains April 30. Up to one half inch of rain was received in the vicinity of the Cowbell 
Fire on Wednesday, resulting in some reduction in fire behavior during the operational period. 
 
In response to the recent hexavalent chromium spill near Indiana Dunes National Lakeshore 
near Chesterton, Indiana, Cowles Bog Beach, West Beach, the Portage Lakefront, and the Riverwalk have 
been closed by the National Park Service until further notice. The EPA recommended closures within 3 
miles of the spill. Trails at Cowles Bog Beach remain open. 
 
Media of Interest 
 
BLM’s Plans Lease Sale Of 100,000 Colorado Acres For Drilling. 
Additional coverage that the Bureau of Land Management is planning “to auction approximately 
100,000 acres of federal public lands in northern Colorado for oil and gas drilling” was provided by the 
Colorado Independent (4/12, Ray). 
 
Interior Officials Meet With Tribal Leaders To Save Navajo Generating Station. 
The Washington Examiner (4/13, Siciliano) reports that Interior Secretary Ryan Zinke and other officials 
on Wednesday “met with Native American leaders to brainstorm ways” the Trump Administration “can 
help prevent” the Navajo Generating Station from shutting down. David Palumbo, deputy commissioner 
for operations at the Bureau of Reclamation, “said the administration is hopeful they can reach an 
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agreement to extend operations beyond 2019, but are planning for the worst if the plant is forced to 
close.” 
 
Secretary Zinke Halts Plan To Transfer National Bison Range To Tribal Control. 
The Missoulian (MT) (4/12, Chaney) reports that Interior Secretary Ryan Zinke has “reversed course on 
plans to hand management of the National Bison Range to the Bureau of Indian Affairs.” Zinke’s “move 
casts doubt on the Confederated Salish and Kootenai Tribes’ plans to take control of the wildlife 
sanctuary in the middle of the Flathead Indian Reservation.” According to the article, “saying he was 
committed to not selling or transferring public land, Zinke said Wednesday that the tribes ‘would play a 
pivotal role in our discussions about the best path forward.’” Zinke said, “I took a hard look at the 
current proposal suggesting a new direction for the National Bison Range and assessed what this would 
mean for Montana and the nation. As Secretary, my job is to look 100 years forward at all of Interior’s 
resources. I recognize the Bison Range is a critical part of our past, present and future, which is why I 
have changed course.” 
 
Secretary Zinke To Deliver Commencement Address At University Of Montana. 
In an analysis, the Campus Reform (4/12) says that Interior Secretary Ryan Zinke “(who is speaking at the 
University of Montana) is the only one of President Trump’s senior officials to have secured a 
commencement slot.” 
 
Conservation Group, Rep. Grijalva File Lawsuit Over Border Wall. 
The AP (4/12) reports the Center for Biological Diversity conservation group and Rep. Raul Grijalva (D-
AZ) filed a federal lawsuit in Tucson on Wednesday against the proposed border wall. The lawsuit “seeks 
to require the U.S. Department of Homeland Security to put together a report on the environmental 
impact of construction of the wall and expanded operations on the U.S.-Mexico border.” The Hill (4/12, 
Cama) reports the conservation group “says its lawsuit is the first against the border wall since President 
Trump signed an executive order in January to start building it.” 
 
Land Transfer Advocates Turn Focus To Monuments. 
The High Country (CO) News (4/12, Wiles) reports that advocates of public land transfers have turned 
their attention to rescinding national monument designations. The article notes that President Trump 
has “indicated he does not support” land transfers and Interior Secretary Ryan Zinke “explicitly opposes 
a transfer.” However, Trump and Zinke “haven’t been vocal about their plans for national monuments, 
or for the Antiquities Act.” 
 
National Historic Vehicle Register To Display Newest Inductees On National Mall. 
WTOP-FM Washington (4/12, Clabaugh) reports that the National Historic Vehicle Register will “put on 
public display on the National Mall its three newest inductees beginning Wednesday.” According to the 
article, “all three cars were center stage on the National Mall Wednesday morning to mark the opening 
ceremony of the third annual Cars at the Capital exhibition.” The exhibition is part of the Historic Vehicle 
Association’s partnership with the Interior Department, Historic American Engineering Record and 
Library of Congress archives. 
 
Investigators Find Inappropriate Workplace Behavior At Yellowstone. 
The AP (4/12, Freking) reports that “federal investigators said Wednesday they have found credible 
evidence that male supervisors and staff in the maintenance division at Yellowstone National Park 
created a work environment that included unwelcome and inappropriate comments and actions toward 
women.” The Interior Department’s inspector general “concluded that the division’s supervisor should 
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have known about and addressed some of the alleged misconduct.” The report “said more than 100 
current and former employees were interviewed and 500-plus documents were reviewed, including this 
past year’s exit survey of more than 200 seasonal Yellowstone employees.” In all, “the report said that 
between 2010 and 2016, six women who had previously worked in the maintenance unit had been 
subjected to derogatory comments or actions that made them feel uncomfortable.” The article says that 
“most employees interviewed — male and female — have told investigators they had not personally 
experienced or witnessed sexual harassment at the park.” 
 
White House Communications Report (sent to WH Comms, Thursday.) 
No report was prepared. 
 
Federal Register Notices Cleared for Publishing  
No items were cleared for the Federal Register on Tuesday. 
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