From: White House Press Office

To: james cason@ios.doi.gov; whitehouse-noreply@messages.whitehouse.gov
Subject: Presidential Executive Order Implementing an America-First Offshore Energy Strategy
Date: Friday, April 28, 2017 1:37:41 PM

THE WHITE HOUSE

Office of the Press Secretary

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE
April 28,2017

EXECUTI VE ORDER

| MPLEMENTI NG AN AMERI CA- FI RST OFFSHORE ENERGY STRATEGY

By the authority vested in ne as President by the Constitution and the
laws of the United States of America, including the Quter Continental Shelf
Lands Act, 43 U S.C. 1331 et seq., and in order to maintain global |eadership
%nIFnergy i nnovation, exploration, and production, it is hereby ordered as

ol | ows:

Section 1. Findin?s. America nmust put the energy needs of Anerican
fam |i es and businesses first and continue inplementing a plan that ensures
energy security and econonmic vitality for decades to cone. The energy and
mineral s produced from!|ands and waters under Federal managenent are
important to a vibrant econonmy and to our national security. Increased
donesti c energy production on Federal |ands and waters strengthens the
Nation's security and reduces reliance on inported energy. Moreover, |ow
energy prices, driven by an increased Anerican energy supply, will benefit
Arerican fanilies and hel p reinvigorate American manufacturing and job
growmth. Finally, because the Departnent of Defense is one of the |argest
consuners of energy in the United States, donestic energy production also

i nproves our Nation's mlitary r eadi ness.

Sec. 2. Polic¥ It shall be the policy of the United States to
encour age energY expl oration and production, |nclud|ng on the CQuter

Conti nental Shelf |n order to maintain the Nation's position as a gl oba
energy | eader and foster energy security and resilience for the benefit of
the American Feople whil e ensuring that any such activity is safe and
environnental ly responsi bl e.

Sec. 3. lnplenenting an Anerica-First Offshore Energy Strategy. To
carry out the Eollcy set forth in section 2 of this order, the Secretary of
the Interior shall:

(a) as aPprOErlate and consistent with applicable |aw, including the
procedures set forth in section 1344 of title 43, United States Code, In
consultation with the Secretary of Defense, give full consideration to
revising the schedule of proposed oil and gas |ease sales, as described in
that section, so that it Includes, but is not linmted to, annual |ease sales,
to the nmaxi num extent permtted by law, in each of the follow ng Quter
Continental Shelf Planning Areas, as designated by the Bureau of Ccean Ener?y
Managenent (BOEM (Pl anning Areas) Western @ul f of Mexico, Central Gulf o
Xbrlco Chukchi Sea, Beaufort Sea, Cook Inlet, Md-Atlantic, and South
tlantic;

(b) ensure that any revisions made pursuant to subsection (a) of this
section do not hinder or affect ongoing | ease sales currently schedul ed as
part of the 2017-2022 Quter Continental Shelf Gl and Gas Leasing Proposed
Final Program as published on Novenber 18, 2016; and

(c) develoE and i nplenment, in coordination with the Secretary of
Commerce and to the maxi num extent permitted by law, a streanlined permtting
approach for privately funded seismc data research and coll ection ainmed at
expedi tiously determning the offshore energy resource potential of the
United States within the Planning Areas.

Sec. 4. R nsi bl Pl anning for F r f shore Ener P ntial.
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(a) The Secretary of Conmerce shall, unless expressly required otherw se
refrain from designating or expand|ng any National Marine Sanctuary under the
Nati onal Marine Sanctuaries Act, 16 U S.C 1431 et seq., unless the sanctuary
desi gnati on or expansion proposal i ncludes a tinelr, full accounting fromthe
Department of the Interior of any energy or mineral resource potential within
t he designated area -- including offshore energy fromw nd, oil, natural gas,
net hane hydrates, and any ot her sources that the Secretary of Conmer ce deens
apPrOEriate -- and the potential inmpact the proposed designation or expansion
| have on the devel opnent of those resources. The Secretary of the
Interior shall provide any such accounting within 60 days of receiving a
notification of intent to propose any such National Marine Sanctuary
desi gnation or expansion fromthe Secretary of Comerce.

(b) The Secretary of Commerce, in consultation with the Secretary of
Def ense, the Secretary of the Interior, and the Secretary of Honel and
Security, shall conduct a review of all designations and expansi ons of
Nati onal Marine Sanctuaries, and of all designations and expansi ons of Marine
Nati onal Monuments under the Antiquities Act of 1906, recently recodified at
sections 320301 to 320303 of title 54, United States Code, designated or
expanded within the 10-year period prior to the date of this order

(i) The review under this subsection shall
i ncl ude:

(A) an analysis of the acreage affected and an anal ysis of
the budgetary inpacts of the costs of managi ng each Nationa
Marine Sanctuary or Marine National Mnunent designation or
expansi on;

(B) an analysis of the adequacy of any required Federal,
State, and tribal consultations conducted before the
desi gnations or expansions; and

(GO the opportunity costs associated with potential energy
and m neral exploration and production fromthe CQuter
Continental Shelf, in addition to any inpacts on production
in the adjacent region

(ii) Wthin 180 days of the date of this order, the Secretary of
Comrerce, in consultation with the Secretary of Defense and the
Secretary of the Interior, shall report the results of the review
under this subsection to the Director of the Ofice of Managenent
and Budget, the Chairman of the Council on Environnental Quality,
and the Assistant to the President for Econonic Pol i cy.

(c) To further streamine existing regulatory authorities, Executive
Order 13754 of Decenber 9, 2016 (Northern Bering Sea Cimate ReS|I|ence) is
her eby revoked.

Sec. 5. Nbd|f|cat|on of the Wthdrawal of Areas of the Quter
Continental Shelf fromleasing Disposition. The body text in each of the
menor anda of wi thdrawal from disposition by leasing of the United States
Quter Continental Shelf issued on Decenber 20, 2016, Januarr 27 2015, and
July 14, 2008, is nodified to read, inits entirety, as follows

"Under the authority vested in ne as President of the United States,
i ncl udi ng section 12(a) of the Quter Continental Shelf Lands Act, 43 U S.C
1341(a), | hereby withdraw from di sposition bK | easing, for a time period
wi t hout specific expiration, those areas of the Quter Continental Shelf
designated as of July 14, 2008, as Marine Sanctuaries under the Marine
Protecti on, Research, and Sanctuaries Act of 1972, 16 U S.C. 1431-1434,
33 U.S.C. 1401 et seq.”

Not hing in the wi thdrawal under this section affects any rights under
existing leases in the affected areas.

Sec. 6. Reconsideration of ti to L nd Fi nanci al ran
Requl atory Review. The Secretary of the Interior shall direct the Director
of BOEMto take all necessary steps consistent with law to review BOEM s
Notice to Lessees No. 2016-NO1 of Septenber 12, 2016 (Notice to Lessees and

erators of Federal G| and Gas, and Sul fur Leases, and Hol ders of Pipeline

R ght - of -WAy and Ri ght-of-Use and Easenent Grants in the Quter Continental
Shel f), and determ ne whether nodifications are necessary, and if so, to what

DOI-2018-06 02060



extent, to ensure operator conpliance with [ease terns while m nimzing
unnecessary re?ulatory burdens. The Secretary of the Interior shall also
review BOEM s financial assurance regulatory policy to determ ne the extent
to which additional regulation is necessary.

Sec. 7. Reconsideration of Wll Control Rule. The Secretary of the
Interior shall reviewthe Final Rule of the Bureau of Safety and
Envi ronnment al Enforcenent (BSEE) entitled "Gl and Gas and Sul fur Operations
in the Quter Continental Shelf-Blowut Preventer Systenms and Wel| Control,"
81 Fed. Reg. 25888 (April 29, 2016), for consistency with the policy set
forth in section 2 of this order, and shall publish for notice and conment a
proposed rule revising that rule, if appropriate and as consistent with | aw.
The Secretary of the Interior shall also take all appropriate action to
lawmfully revise any related rules and guidance for consistency with the
policy set forth in section 2 of this order. Additionally, the Secretary of
the Interior shall review BSEE s regulatory regime for offshore operators to
determ ne the extent to which additional regulation is necessary.

Sec. 8. Reconsideration of Proposed Ofshore Air Rule. The Secretarr
of the Interior shall take all steps necessary to review BOEM s Proposed Rul e
entitled "Air Quality Control, Reporting, and Conpliance," 81 Fed. Reg. 19718
(April 5, 2016L, along with any related rul es and gui dance, and, if
aﬁpropriate, shall, as soon as practicable and consistent with | aw, consider

ether the proposed rule, and any related rules and gui dance, should be
revised or wthdrawn.

Sec. 9. Expedited Consideration of Incidental Harassnent
Aut hori zations, Incidental -Take, and Seisnic Surve¥ Pernits. The Secretary
of the Interior and the Secretary of Comerce shall, to the maxi num extent
pernitted by |law, expedite all stages of consideration of Incidental Take
Aut hori zation requests, including I'ncidental Harassment Authorizations and
Letters of Authorization, and Seism c Survey pernmt applications under the

Quter Continental Shelf Lands Act, 43 U S.C. 1331 et seq., and the Marine
Manmal Protection Act, 16 U . S.C. 1361 et seq.

Sec. 10. Review of National Oceanic and Atnospheric Adnministration

(NOAA) Techni cal Menorandum NVFS- OPR-55.  The Secretary of Cormmerce shal
revi ew NOAA' s Techni cal Menorandum NMFS- OPR-55 of July 2016 (Technica

Cui dance for Assessing the Effects of Anthropogenic Sound on Marine Mamal
Hearing) for consistency with the policy set forth in section 2 of this order
and, after consultation with the appropriate Federal agencies, take all steps

pernitted by law to rescind or revise that guidance, if appropriate.

h Sec. 11. Review of Offshore Arctic Drilling Rule. The Secretary of
the Interior shall imediately take all steps necessary to review the Fina
Rule entitled "G | and Gas and Sul fur Operations on the Quter Continenta
Shel f —Requi renments for Exploratory Drilling on the Arctic Quter Continental

Shel f," 81 Fed. Reg. 46478 (July 15, 2016), and, if appropriate, shall, as
soon as practicable and consistent with law, publish for notice and comment a
proposed rul e suspending, revising, or rescinding this rule.

Sec. 12. Definition. As used in this order, "Quter Continental Shelf
Pl anni ng Areas, as designated by the Bureau of QOcean Energy Management' means
those areas delineated In the diagranms on pages S-5 and S-8 of the 2017-2022
Quter Continental Shelf G| and Gas Leasing Draft Proposed Program as
publ i shed by the BCEM in January 2015, with the exception of any buffer zones
I ncluded in such planning docunents.

Sec. 13. General Provisions. (a) Nothing in this order shall be
construed to inpair or otherw se affect:

(i) the authority granted by law to an executive departnent or
agency, or the head thereof; or

(ii) the functions of the Director of the Ofice of Managenent
and Budget relating to budgetary, administrative, or |egislative
proposal s.

(b) This order shall be inplenmented consistent with applicable | aw and
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subject to the availability of appropriations.

(c) This order is not intended to, and does not, create any right or
benefit, substantive or procedural, enforceable at law or in equity by an
party against the United States, its departments, agencies, or entities, Its
of ficers, enployees, or agents, or any other person.

DONALD J. TRUWP

THE WHI TE HOUSE,
April 28, 2017.
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