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PAO Conference Call Agenda
Tel: 
Tuesday, December 12, 2017, 4:00 pm EDT

State reports: Please note any major/priority issues or items coming up in your state this week.
 
Alaska
Arizona
California
Colorado
Eastern States
Idaho
Montana/Dakotas
Nevada
New Mexico
NIFC
Oregon/Washington
Utah
Wyoming
 
BLM Principals travel:
 
Mike Nedd, Acting Director – In the office this week.
Brian Steed, Deputy Director, Programs and Policy – In the office this week.
 
Personnel
 
Derrick Henry is acting spokesperson this week.
 
Public Affairs:
 
-       Bob Wick—2018 photographic needs
 
-       Jeff Krauss –

o    Weekly report: If you use WRAP, please also send your reports in a Word

document as well.

o    Please include appropriate messages from BLM’s 5 priorities in all news releases

and communications plans. Complete key messages are attached. As a reminder, the
priorities are:

 
Energy Independence, Shared conservation, Getting America Back to Work,
Serving the American Family, and Restoring Our Sovereignty
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-       President/Vice President photos – GPO has started to send the photos to BLM as they continue
to work through the orders they received early this calendar year. BLM WO assembled an order (with NOC
assistance) based on the input from State Offices. NOC has recently been in contact with GPO on behalf of
the whole bureau and they ask that offices NOT reorder.

-          Request from PEW Charitable Trusts for good news stories about BLM: If you are receiving

requests from Pew Charitable Trusts for good news stories about the BLM for their social media sites,

please coordinate with Lissa Eng in WO 610.  Pew is looking for “BLM success stories” to highlight

on their website and will likely be contacting BLM offices around the country.

If you have not done so, please send me your actings during the December holidays.  Thanks!
 

Weekly Report –   The next weekly report is due by COB Dec. 14, covering the week of Dec. 25 - 31.

Please include appropriate items at least 60 days out – through February and into March now if you

have anything.  ASLM requests that we include as much detail as possible about meetings or events

that are a priority for or an issue the Department is interested in. For example, we sometimes receive

questions as “Who will attend?” Is the state supportive? Are any congressionals interested? Where will

this take place?”  For oil and gas lease sales, we are often asked “Will this sale be controversial? Why

or why not? Do you anticipate a lot of interest? Why or why not.”  Please include employee names and

titles, specific locations and spell out acronyms as appropriate. Submissions can be sent

to blm wo public affairs weekly@blm.gov or uploaded via the Weekly Report Automated Program

(WRAP) at this link here.

Digital Communications updates (Alyse Backus)

Legislative Affairs:

 

Date 

 

Hearing/Markup 

 

Committee/Ti 

me 

 

Witness/Briefi 

ng

Testimon 

y To 100 

Testimon

y To

ASLM

Testimon 

y To 

OCL

BLM

Co

12/12 Business Meeting to Consider the Nomination of

Timothy Petty to be Assistant Interior Secretary for

Water and Science

Senate Energy 

and Natural

Resources

No DOI Witness N/A N/A N/A N/A

12/12- 

12/13 

Markup of Various Public Lands Bills Including:

●         H.R. 1349, To amend the

Wilderness Act to ensure the use of

bicycles, wheelchairs, strollers, and

game carts is not prohibited in

Wilderness Areas (Rep. McClintock, R-

CA-4)

●         H.R. 3400, Recreation Not Red-

Tape Act (Rep. Bishop, R-UT-1)

●         H.R. 4264, Hyde Park Land

Conveyance Act (Rep. Bishop, R-UT-

House

Natur

al

Resou

rces

Comm

ittee;

1324

Long

No

DOI

Witne

ss

N

/

A

N

/

A

N

/

A
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●         S. 1285, Oregon Tribal

Economic Development Act (Sen.

Merkley, D-OR)

●         H.R. 4568, Enhancing

Geothermal Production on Federal

Lands Act (Rep. Labrador, R-ID-1)

●         H.R. 1350, To Modify the

Boundary of Voyageurs National Park

in the State of Minnesota, and For

Other Purposes (Rep. Nolan, D-MN-8)

●         S. 825, Southeast Alaska

Regional Health Consortium Land

Transfer Act (Sen. Murkowski, R-AK)

worth,

5:00

pm &

10:00

a.m.

12/12 Oversight Hearing “To Examine the Permitting

Processes at DOI and FERC for Energy &

Resource Infrastructure Projects”

Senate Energy &

Natural

Resources

366 Dirksen,

 10:00 AM

Jim Cason, 

Associate Deputy

Secretary, DOI

N/A N/A N/A Gins/Qu

12/12 Oversight Hearing: “Examining Consequences of

America’s Growing Dependence on Foreign

Minerals”

House Natural

Resources Energy

and Mineral

Resources

Subcommittee;

1324 Longworth,

2 p.m.

Dr. Murray 

Hitzman,

Associate

Director for

Energy and

Minerals, USGS

N/A N/A N/A Finch/Q

12/14 Legislative Hearing: H.R. 4558, Grand Staircase

Escalante Enhancement Act

House Natural 

Resources 

Federal Lands

Subcommittee;

1334 Longworth,

9:30 a.m.

No DOI witness

requested

N/A N/A N/A DiCerbo

nn

Regulatory Affairs:

Reg Affairs has no notices scheduled for publication this week.

External and Intergovernmental Affairs:
 

-  Resource Advisory Council (RAC) updates (Twinkle Thompson)
  
-   Freedom of Information Act (FOIA) updates (Ryan Witt- will have a brief discussion of
FOIAs related to monuments and their coordination at DOI-OS)
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Additional and ongoing items:

- Media inquiries
 

Send all media inquiries of National interest – including calls or emails from national-level /
investigative reporters about coal projects – to BLM Press@blm.gov.

 
Please email Megan Crandall, Jeff Krauss, and Michelle Barret about any media inquiries that seek
comment or questions about Secretarial actions. Before responding, if possible, please allow time for
Jeff or Megan to let DOI Comms know about the inquiry.
 
Please send all media reports, Early Alerts, and briefing papers to BLM WO 610@blm.gov for
processing.
 

- Nation Institute Fellow/Freelancer – Please be keep Megan Crandall informed about these

inquiries.

Media Inquiries on National Monuments - Please send any media inquiries on the administration's
National Monument decision to Interior Press@ios.doi.gov
 
Official logo – To clarify, the official logo for BLM, both on the web and for news releases, etc., is the
logo that includes the words, “National System of Public Lands.”

 
New Decision Memo template coming -- Some of your State Directors may have told you that DOI
Exec Sec will be requiring a new format for ALL Secretary and Deputy Secretary decision
memoranda.  Once we determine all the details, 600 will send you the new guidance.

 
Staffing – Filling any PAO position in your state, Including Details or Laterals, requires DOI approval.
DOI Manual Part 470 Chapter 1.6 J requires prior approval for "creation of new positions,
appointments, details, transfers, or termination of existing positions or termination of employment of
professional level employees, excluding adverse employment actions, in the following types of
positions: public affairs officer, public affairs specialists, information officers, information specialists,
other positions in the information series, and any other positions performing similar functions including
those in external affairs."

 

Media Inquiries on Bunkerville Trial – Just a reminder that ALL media inquiries about the ongoing

Bunkerville Trial taking place in Nevada should be directed to Megan Crandall.

50th Anniversary of the Rivers & Trails Systems: Poster templates— Leading up to the 50th
anniversary celebration on October 2, 2018, the BLM wants to share with the public and its partners
the diversity of scenic places to explore on public lands and waters. The attached poster templates (zip
file) using Adobe InDesign are for designers to customize their own posters with photos or other
relevant images. We encourage the addition of educational messaging on the back of the
posters. Please see the PDF sample version for reference. Approval and printing will go through your

state office. Templates can also be found in the 50th Rivers and Trails toolkit.

For questions, contact Lissa Eng, leng@blm.gov
 
Updated Boilerplate Text – Please use the following approved boilerplate language at the bottom of all
news releases:

 
The BLM manages more than 245 million acres of public land located primarily in 12 Western
states, including Alaska. The BLM also administers 700 million acres of sub-surface mineral estate
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throughout the nation. The agency’s mission is to sustain the health, diversity, and productivity of
America’s public lands for the use and enjoyment of present and future generations. Diverse
activities authorized on these lands generated $75 billion in sales of goods and services
throughout the American economy in fiscal year 2016—more than any other agency in the
Department of the Interior. These activities supported more than 372,000 jobs.
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BLM priorities

Key Mesages

Energy Independence

 The America First Energy Plan is an all-of-the-above plan that includes oil and gas, coal,

strategic minerals, and renewable sources such as wind, geothermal, and solar – all of which

can be developed on public lands.

 America’s free markets will help determine if energy development on public lands is

feasible.

 The BLM is reviewing and streamlining its business processes to serve its customers and the

public better and faster.

 The BLM is committed to supporting improved transmission and pipeline development that

stabilizes the grid and otherwise strengthens America’s energy infrastructure.

Shared Conservation

 As stewards, the BLM manages public lands for the benefit of current and future

generations, supporting conservation as we pursue our multiple-use mission.

 We believe partnerships and inclusion are vital to managing sustainable, working public

lands.

 The BLM respects the ties that native and traditional communities have to public lands.

 The BLM welcomes and values your diverse views. 

Getting America Back to Work

 The BLM supports working landscapes across the West through its many programs.

 The BLM facilitates opportunities for development of energy infrastructure, active timber

management, and commercial recreation on our public lands that create jobs that help local

communities grow.

 The BLM is committed to keeping public landscapes healthy and productive.

 Public lands keep America not only beautiful, but also strong.
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Serving the American Family

 The BLM strives to be a good neighbor in the communities we serve, where we provide

opportunities for economic growth with space for traditional uses such as ranching, mining,

logging, and energy development as well as hunting and fishing.

 Public lands provide valuable, tangible goods, and materials we rely on and use every day to

heat our homes, build our roads, and feed our families.

 Connecting kids to public lands connects them to America’s natural and cultural heritage. 

 The BLM respects the ties many Native American tribes maintain with the land as a shared

community value.

Restoring Our Sovereignty

 The BLM works to promote safety, security, and environmental protection of the almost 200

miles directly along the international boundary in New Mexico, Arizona, and California.

 Innovative initiatives and partnerships across Federal and state agencies are producing

tangible operational results on the front line in the areas of illegal smuggling, conservation,

and identifying transnational threats.

 Among our goals are to provide safe and secure environment for the public, employees, and

public land users and to protect public land resources from the effects of smuggling.

 We also recognize the objectives of securing our borders and conserving our Federal lands

are not mutually exclusive.  We must do both.
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PAO Conference Call Agenda

Tuesday, December 12, 2017, 4:00 pm EDT
 

 
State reports: Please note any major/priority issues or items coming up in your state this week.
  
Alaska
Arizona
California
Colorado
Eastern States
Idaho
Montana/Dakotas
Nevada                                                    
New Mexico
NIFC
Oregon/Washington
Utah
Wyoming
  
BLM Principals travel:
  
Mike Nedd, Acting Director – In the office this week. 
Brian Steed, Deputy Director, Programs and Policy – In the office this week. 
  
Personnel
  
Derrick Henry is acting spokesperson this week. 
  
Public Affairs:
 

- Bob Wick—2018 photographic needs
 

- Jeff Krauss –
o Weekly report: If you use WRAP, please also send your reports in a Word document as

well.
 

o Please include appropriate messages from BLM’s 5 priorities in all news releases and
communications plans. Complete key messages are attached. As a reminder, the
priorities are:

 
Energy Independence, Shared conservation, Getting America Back to Work, Serving
the American Family, and Restoring Our Sovereignty
 

- President/Vice President photos – GPO has started to send the photos to BLM as they
continue to work through the orders they received early this calendar year. BLM WO assembled an
order (with NOC assistance) based on the input from State Offices. NOC has recently been in contact
with GPO on behalf of the whole bureau and they ask that offices NOT reorder.
 

- Request from PEW Charitable Trusts for good news stories about BLM: If you are receiving

requests from Pew Charitable Trusts for good news stories about the BLM for their social media

sites, please coordinate with Lissa Eng in WO 610.  Pew is looking for “BLM success stories”

to highlight on their website and will likely be contacting BLM offices around the country.  
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12/12 Oversight Hearing: “Examining Consequences of

America’s Growing Dependence on Foreign

Minerals”

House Natural

Resources Energy

and Mineral

Resources

Subcommittee;

1324 Longworth, 2

p.m.

Dr. Murray 

Hitzman, Associate

Director for Energy

and Minerals,

USGS

N/A N/A N/A Finch/Quinn

12/14 Legislative Hearing: H.R. 4558, Grand Staircase

Escalante Enhancement Act

House Natural 

Resources Federal 

Lands

Subcommittee;

1334 Longworth,

9:30 a.m. 

No DOI witness

requested

N/A N/A N/A DiCerbo/Finch/Quinn

 
Regulatory Affairs:

Reg Affairs has no notices scheduled for publication this week.

 
External and Intergovernmental Affairs:
 

-  Resource Advisory Council (RAC) updates (Twinkle Thompson)
   
-   Freedom of Information Act (FOIA) updates (Ryan Witt- will have a brief discussion of FOIAs
related to monuments and their coordination at DOI-OS)

  
Additional and ongoing items:
      

 
- Media inquiries

 
Send all media inquiries of National interest – including calls or emails from national-level / investigative
reporters about coal projects – to BLM Press@blm.gov.

 
Please email Megan Crandall, Jeff Krauss, and Michelle Barret about any media inquiries that seek
comment or questions about Secretarial actions. Before responding, if possible, please allow time for Jeff
or Megan to let DOI Comms know about the inquiry.
 
Please send all media reports, Early Alerts, and briefing papers to BLM_WO_610@blm.gov for
processing.
 
- Nation Institute Fellow/Freelancer – Please be keep Megan Crandall informed about these inquiries.

Media Inquiries on National Monuments - Please send any media inquiries on the administration's
National Monument decision to Interior Press@ios.doi.gov
  
Official logo – To clarify, the official logo for BLM, both on the web and for news releases, etc., is the
logo that includes the words, “National System of Public Lands.”
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New Decision Memo template coming -- Some of your State Directors may have told you that DOI
Exec Sec will be requiring a new format for ALL Secretary and Deputy Secretary decision
memoranda.  Once we determine all the details, 600 will send you the new guidance.

  
Staffing – Filling any PAO position in your state, Including Details or Laterals, requires DOI approval. DOI
Manual Part 470 Chapter 1.6 J requires prior approval for "creation of new positions, appointments,
details, transfers, or termination of existing positions or termination of employment of professional level
employees, excluding adverse employment actions, in the following types of positions: public affairs
officer, public affairs specialists, information officers, information specialists, other positions in the
information series, and any other positions performing similar functions including those in external affairs."

  
Media Inquiries on Bunkerville Trial – Just a reminder that ALL media inquiries about the ongoing

Bunkerville Trial taking place in Nevada should be directed to Megan Crandall.

 

50th Anniversary of the Rivers & Trails Systems: Poster templates— Leading up to the 50th

anniversary celebration on October 2, 2018, the BLM wants to share with the public and its partners the

diversity of scenic places to explore on public lands and waters. The attached poster templates (zip file)

using Adobe InDesign are for designers to customize their own posters with photos or other relevant

images. We encourage the addition of educational messaging on the back of the posters. Please see the

PDF sample version for reference. Approval and printing will go through your state office. Templates can

also be found in the 50th Rivers and Trails toolkit.

For questions, contact Lissa Eng, leng@blm.gov
 
Updated Boilerplate Text – Please use the following approved boilerplate language at the bottom of all
news releases:

  
The BLM manages more than 245 million acres of public land located primarily in 12 Western states,
including Alaska. The BLM also administers 700 million acres of sub-surface mineral estate
throughout the nation. The agency’s mission is to sustain the health, diversity, and productivity of
America’s public lands for the use and enjoyment of present and future generations. Diverse activities
authorized on these lands generated $75 billion in sales of goods and services throughout the
American economy in fiscal year 2016—more than any other agency in the Department of the
Interior. These activities supported more than 372,000 jobs.
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