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Hi All,

Attached you will find the ASLM/BLM Agenda and Weekly Report for December 18, 2017.

Stephanie A. Miller
Advisor to the Director's Office

Bureau of Land Management

1849 C St NW, Rm. 5648

Washington DC 20240

Office: 202 208 4019

Mobile: 202 317 0086

smiller@blm.gov

FOIA001:01715556

DOI-2020-01 02260



1

BLM-ASLM Agenda
December 18, 2017

Internal Working Document

 

I. Executive Travel:  December 18 to December 24, 2017
 BLM Deputy Director for Policy, Brian Steed: 

 Monday, December 18 to Friday, December 22: In office, regular meetings.  
 

Acting Deputy Director for Operations, Michael Nedd:

 Monday, December 18 to Tuesday, December 19: In office, regular meetings.  

 Wednesday, December 20: Travel to Idaho State Office.  

 Thursday, December 21 to Friday, December 22: In office, regular meetings.  
 

 

II.  Agenda Items
1. Energy and Mineral-related Federal Register Notices with ASLM/DOI

o Waste Prevention Rule 

 Change Rule (OIRA 11/1/17; target FRN Mid-January) 

o Hydraulic Fracturing Rule: (OIRA – comments to BLM 12/12, expect quick response

turnaround; final clearance target FRN late December) WH council comments next

week; agency comments sent to ASLM 12/15/17
  

2. ASLM Status Check (Items on hold pending ASLM direction)

 Top Priorities–assignment from ADS (edits complete returned 12/6/17)

 Exemption- 5 FRN categories

 RAC meetings and Charters

 Items with Exec Sec

 Expected items by 12/31

 Monuments NOI joint with FS 

 Signature level: [Awaiting ASLM feedback]

o Keystone Pipeline [Confirm signature Level]

 DRECP: mineral withdrawal cancellation 

 SRM Meeting Approval: BLM0012097 (Signature Casey 11/17/17) 

 Alaska –

o Eastern Interior RMP (briefing paper provided 12/7/17)

o NPRA-IAP (IAP Options) (provided 12/7/17)

o NPRA Sand and Gravel Resource Assessment (provided 12/7/17)

 Wild Horse and Burro Options Report

 Legislative proposals for FY 19 Budget (passback)

 Briefing Papers:

o Draft Mitigation IM: BLM0012583 (provided 10/13/17)
o Recreation Use Fees: (provided 8/14/17) 

3. BLM Status Check (update for ASLM)

 Sage Grouse Plan Revision 

o IM revisions (5); 1 new IM – SOL 12/15; DS approved to publish ED 12/22

o Draft Scoping Report; next steps meeting (12/20/17)

o USGS– published science 1/2015 to 11/2017; Inter-agency review and synthesis

currently being done. List of science (expected to ASLM next week)

o Press release requested by DS for projects
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 Greater Moose’s Tooth-2: BLMR001787 (FRN target 12/15 – awaiting Wackowski)

 

III. Priority Items with ASLM: (Items in blue font require the template for ROD’s and other Decision

Documents)
 

  Time-Sensitive Meetings and Actions:

 60 Day S.O.3356 Report 4b(2), 4b(4), 4c(2): BLM0012700 Due @ Department 11/15

(ASLM 11/8/17; Casey 12/11/17)

 90 List Reg Actions BLMR001830 (ASLM 12/1/17, Kate 12/11/17)

 Draft BLM Concession Authority Report: BLM0010513 (Casey 9/21, ASLM 9/15)

 Correspondence – SunZia: BLM0010420 (Kate 9/11, ASLM 9/1)

Energy and Minerals-Related:

 

IV.   Items incoming to ASLM: (Items in blue font require the template for ROD’s and other Decision
Documents)

 (FALLON) Notice of Proposed Withdrawal and Intent to Prepare an Associated

Environmental Assessment, and Notification of Public Meeting; Nevada: BLMR001699

 Notice Temporary Closures: La Paz County, Arizona: BLMR001760 (DD-POL)  
 Crimson Solar NOI: BLMR001765 (DD-POL)

 Proposed Partial Revocation of Power Site Classification Nos. 351 and 56 on the Pike

National Forest: BLML000151 (DD-POL)

 Sonoran Valley Parkway NOA: BLMR001775 (DD-POL)

 RAC Meeting AND Charter Renewal –

 Mojave (Jan 11): meeting BLMR001861; BLM0012428

 Steens (Jan 18): meeting BLMR001832; charter BLM0012487

 Rocky Mountain (Jan 18): BLMR001837; charter BLM0012572

 SE Oregon (Jan 30): meeting BLMR001847; charter BLM0013014

 Twin Falls District, ID: meeting BLMR001813

 Idaho Fall: meeting BLMR001828

 Briefing Papers :

a) Air resources Toolkit

b) ACEC IM in development

c) WHB – options for report finalization; revised draft for review

d) Mtn Valley Pipeline: ES present unsigned ROD and ROW for approval

V. Priority Items with DOI: 

 King of the Hammers Notice of Temporary Closure: BLMR001843 (SIO-REG 12/13) 

 NOA Craters ROD BLMR001685 (11498) (SIO-REGS 10/2/17 – pinged 10/26/17 by

Faith) **Court ordered time sensitive decision; CONFIRMED publishing required 

 Proposed Decision for Daneros Uranium Mine Plan Modification: BLM0012145

(Hardcopy – OES 12/12/17) 

 NDAA 2015-2016 combined reports: BLM0011246 (SIO-OCL 10/16) Comments from

ASLM being incorporated by PMB (12/14/17).

 RAC - Northwest Oregon: BLMR001798 (SIO-REGS 11/20/17) Awaiting Charter

 Minerals Cost Recovery Rule: (BLMR001730 & 1738) (SIO-REG 12/11/17)

 Regulatory Reform Report: BLMR001737 (SIO-REGS 11/2/17) 

 Annual Helium Report of 2015: BLMC000011 (SIO-OCL 10/4/17)
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VI. Weekly Report:

Week Ahead Schedule of Meetings, Hearings, and Travel

Week Ahead Announcements and Actions

On December 18, Colorado State Senator Lucia Guzman (D-Denver) is scheduled to tour the BLM-CO

Sand Wash Basin Wild Horse Herd Management Area in northwestern Colorado. Guzman wants to learn

more about wild horse management issues and the successful partnerships BLM-CO has formed. She has
already toured the Great Escape Mustang Sanctuary, which works closely with the Northwest

District/Little Snake Field Office and the non-profit Sand Wash Advocate Team to manage the Sand

Wash Basin HMA. The tour will be weather-dependent.  Three BLM employees from the Northwest
District Office will be attending this event, including Alicia Austin Johnson, Associate District Manager,

David Boyd, Public Affairs Specialist, and Ben Smith, Wild Horse and Burro Specialist.  They will be

joined by Hunter Seim, Assistant Field manager with the Little Snake Field Office.  Successful

partnerships include the Great Escape Mustang Sanctuary and the Sand Wash Basin Advocacy Team.

On December 18, the BLM-NV Ely District Caliente Field Office will offer to the public through a

competitive sale three parcels of public land totaling 165.92 acres located adjacent to Hiko and Alamo, in

Lincoln County, Nevada. Bidding on the sale parcels will begin at appraised fair market value.  The
proposed sale is in accordance with the Lincoln County Conservation, Recreation, and Development Act

of 2004.

On December 18, there will be a public open house to discuss BLM-CO’s proposed expansion of the
C&J Gravel pit near Durango, Colorado. C&J Gravel is one of the few pits in the region containing

materials that meet standards for federal and state projects. If approved, the operation would expand by 46

acres and extend the life of the gravel pit up to 19 years. The expansion would require rerouting portions

of the Sale Barn and Cowboy Trails, non-historic trails popular with mountain biking, hiking, wildlife
viewing and bird watching.  These route changes could occur with limited interruptions to recreation

through a joint trail project with C&J Gravel, BLM and Trails 2000.

On December 19-20, the BLM-WY High Plains District Office and its field managers will be traveling to
Spearfish, South Dakota, to consult the Rosebud, Cheyenne River, Northern Cheyenne, Northern

Arapaho, Crow, Oglala, Spirit Lake, Eastern Shoshone and Standing Rock Sioux Tribes. Steven Wright,

BLM-WY assistant district manager for solid minerals, will discuss the West Antelope 3 Lease BY

Application. Lonny Bagley, BLM-WY Buffalo field manager, will discuss the Crossbow Oil and Gas EIS
with the tribe. Chris Durham, Acting BLM Casper field manager, will consult on the Converse County

EIS. Rick Miller, BLM Field Manager in Newcastle, will discuss several smaller issues of interest to the

tribes. The meeting is not controversial.

In mid to late December, the BLM-UT Moab Field Office intends to initiate scoping for a programmatic

environmental assessment analyzing potential impacts of issuing Special Recreation Permits (SRP) for

non-mechanized commercial and organized group activities. The proposed action would include use of
designated roads and trails, interpretive sites, and established viewpoints in the Moab Field Office. The

purpose is to facilitate timely response to SRP requests and to protect resources while still providing

desired visitor experiences.

In mid to late December, the BLM-UT Monticello Field Office plans to initiate scoping on three
recreation projects to improve facilities at Grand Flats Campground and Shay Canyon and House on Fire

Trailheads. The Shay Canyon Trailhead is in the Indian Creek Unit of the Bears Ears National
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Monument and the other two projects are in the Shash Jaa Unit. Visitation to the area has

markedly increased in recent years.

On December 21, BLM-UT will release the June 2018 Oil and Gas Lease Sale EA for a 30-day public

comment period. A total of four parcels comprised of 3,788 acres were nominated for potential leasing on

lands managed by the Color Country District. The comment period closes January 23, 2018.

On December 22, the BLM-CA Central Coast Field Office intends to sign the Decision Record for the
Trio Jacalitos Canyon APD in Fresno County, CA.  This APD has been on hold since 2013 when the

BLM identified the need for additional wildlife, botanical, and cultural inventories.  The BLM review was

reinitiated in 2017 when the proponents provided notice that the inventories were being completed.  This
APD is likely to draw the attention of environmental organizations. Public notification for the proposed

APD was posted on the BLM’s National NEPA Register on October 2, 2017.

30 - 60 Day Look-Ahead

In December and January, the Government Accountability Office is conducting phone interviews with

the BLM-CA Bakersfield Field Office oil and gas staff regarding an audit it has been conducting on the

field office's oil and gas well inspection and enforcement procedures. This audit is a continuation of the

2015 audit.  The types of inspections GPO are looking into include: production inspections; records
analysis; records verification; drilling inspections; abandonment inspections; work-over inspections;

environmental inspections; idle/orphan well inspections, and oversight.

In December, BLM-AK is completing the first Alaska Native Claims Settlement Act Section 17(d) (1)
withdrawal revocation recommendation package. The package will be submitted this month to the BLM

WO and then to the Secretary for action. The revocation public land order will open

approximately 229,715 acres to surface entry, mining, and mineral leasing in the Goodnews Bay area of
Alaska. These lands were recommended for revocation in the 2008 Bay Resource Management Plan.

In December, the BLM-CA Bishop Field Office Manager plans to issue a decision on the Black Rock

Mine Well Improvement EA. The EA’s proposed action is installation of a livestock watering trough and

an adjacent wildlife drinker at the Black Rock Mine Well in Mono County. This action is strongly
supported by some stakeholders; however, appeals are expected to be filed since similar projects have

received attention before, which will delay implementation.

By December 27, the BLM-CA El Centro Field Office anticipates signing a Notice to Proceed for
commercial operation of the Tule Wind Project. Avangrid Renewables has a power purchase agreement

with Southern California Edison to supply up to 132 megawatts of energy for a 15- year contract period.

The Tule Wind Project is located in the eastern portion of the County of San Diego and consists of 57

turbines, 52 of which are on BLM public lands and 5 on private property.

On January 6 - 8, BLM will host a meeting to develop an interagency strategy to contain the spread of

quagga mussels from the Lower Colorado River at the Colorado River District/Lake Havasu Field Office

in Lake Havasu, AZ.  Development of this strategy was identified as one of the Department of the
Interior's top priorities to prevent the introduction and spread of invasive mussels in the June report to the

Western Governors Association.

On January 9, BLM-CA Central Coast Field Manager Ben Blom and Planning and Environmental
Coordinator Sky Murphy will meet with Palmira Hernandez, regulatory analyst for the California

Resources Corporation. The group will discuss the company's foreseeable oil and gas development plans

in the Kettleman Hills area of Fresno County. 
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On January 12, BLM-NV State Director John Ruhs will present an update on BLM operations in the

state for the Nevada State Legislative Committee on Public Lands in Las Vegas. 

On January 24, the BLM-NV Southern Nevada District Office proposes to sell 40 parcels totaling

754.88 acres of public land in Clark County.  The competitive sale would be by sealed and oral bidding in
accordance with the Southern Nevada Public Land Management Act (SNPLMA). The 45-day public

comment period will close January 8.

From January 28 through February 2, the Society for Range Management will hold its 71st annual
meeting in Sparks, Nevada. On January 30, BLM-NV State Director John Ruhs will provide a WHB

presentation at the end of the Wild Horse and Burro Symposium. The title of the symposium is "Moving

beyond ecological effects of wild horses." On January 31, there will be a tour of the Northern Nevada
Correctional Center's Wild Horse inmate training program.

On January 31, BLM-CA staff will participate in an oil and gas operator seminar that focuses on surface

and environmental requirements associated with new oil and gas projects (APDs and Sundry Notices).

The BLM will provide seminar participants a refresher on the items the BLM needs regarding biological,
cultural, and paleontological reviews to ensure a quick turn around when new permits are submitted. 

In February, BLM-CA’s Bakersfield Field Office will participate in a USFS-led public meeting in

Fillmore, California, regarding four APDs in the Sespe Oilfield, which is adjacent to a USFWS refuge
and a California Condor sanctuary. This meeting will generate public interest. Previously, BLM-CA had

received inquiries from Congresswoman Julia Brownley’s (CA-26-D) office.

In February, the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service anticipates publishing a Federal Register Notice inviting

comment for an Environmental Analysis on potentially issuing an Eagle Take Permit to Ocotillo Express,
LLC’s wind energy facility located on public lands in Imperial County, California. The EA is being

prepared in response to the company’s application for a 5-year programmatic take permit for Golden

Eagles under the Eagle Act. The BLM is a cooperating agency because the EA will also analyze the
potential impacts of a decision on Ocotillo Express’s requested amendment to the BLM right-of-way

grant that would allow discontinuation of a radar avian detection system and a 10-year bio-monitoring

program that were required as part of the ROW grant. 

VII.    Major Federal Register Notices and Approval Packages: 

BLM Federal Register Notices as of October 26, 2017, 1:00 p.m. ET

 Notices in blue text were received by the Division of Regulatory Affairs during the

past week.

 Notices in green text are managed by the Div. of Lands and Realty.  Please contact

Brenda Wilhight with questions about these notices.

 Notices in red text are energy- and mineral-related notices.
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Alaska State Office  

Title Date Rcvd. Current Status
Alaska Native Claims Selection (Calista 32.78 acres) 11/21/17 12/13/17  Sent to WO 100.

(DTS 1840)

Alaska Native Claims Selection (Calista 21.03 acres) 11/13/17 11/17/17  Sent WO 100. 
(DTS 1824)

Alaska Native Claims Selection  Calista Corporation  (433.80 acres) 10/11/17 12/13/17  Sent to Alaska
Adviser.  (DTS 1791)

NOA of Draft SEIS for the Alpine Satellite Development Plan for 
GMT2, NPR A 

10/4/17 12/11/17  WO 100 sent FRN
to AK Adviser.  (DTS 1787)

Notice of Application Recordable Disclaimer of Interest Kanektok 
River system  Alaska 

9/28/17 12/12/17  Coordinating with
AK for AK Adviser review.
(DTS 1780)

 

Arizona State Office  

Title Date 
Rcvd.

Current Status

Notice of Realty Action: Application for R&PP Act Conveyance, 
"SARA Park" in Mohave County, AZ 

12/13/17 12/14/17 Returned to AZSO
Needs Note To Reviewer and
Plan of Development. (DTS
1872)

Notice of Intent to Amend a Portion of the Arizona Strip Field Office 
Resource Management Plan Related to the Kanab Creek Area of 
Critical Environmental Concern, Arizona

12/6/17 12/8/17 In WO 350. (DTS
1860)

Notice of Realty Action: Proposed Noncompetitive Sale and 
Conveyance of  Mineral Interests of Public Land in Maricopa and
Pinal Counties, Arizona

10/17/17 12/13/17 In WO 610. (1804)

Notice of Availability: Final Environmental Impact Statement for 
Sonoran Valley Parkway Project, AZ 

9/26/17 10/27/17 Sent to WO 100.
(DTS 1775)

Notice of Realty Action: Application for Conveyance of Federally 
Owned Mineral Interests in Pima County, AZ 

9/19/17 11/29/17 Returned to AZSO
for edits. (DTS 1763)

Notice of Temporary Closures: Selected Public Lands in La Paz 
County, Arizona 

9/18/17 12/6/17 Sent to WO 100.
(DTS 1760)

Proposed Noncompetitive (Direct) Sale and Conveyance of Mineral 
Interests of Public Land in Gila County, AZ 

6/19/15 12/7/17 Cancelled per AZSO.
(DTS 791)

Notice of Availability of the Sonoran Valley Parkway Project Final 
Environmental Impact Statement, Maricopa County, AZ 

4/10/15 12/7/17 Cancelled per AZSO.
(DTS 700)

California State Office  

Title Date 
Rcvd.

Current Status

Notice of Availability of the Draft Supplemental Environmental 
Impact Statement for the West Mojave Route Network Project and 
Draft Land Use Plan Amendment to the California Desert
Conservation Area Plan in the West Mojave Planning Area, Inyo,
Kern, Los Angeles, Riverside, and San Bernardino Counties,
California

12/7/17 12/8/17 Sent to WO 210. (DTS
1864)

Notice of Temporary Closure on Public Lands for the Annual King of
the Hammers Race, San Bernardino County, CA

11/24/17 12/13/17 In Exec. Sec. (DTS
1843)

Notice of Intent to Prepare a Joint Environmental Impact
Statement/Environmental Impact Report and Possible Land Use Plan

9/20/17 10/31/17 Sent to WO 100.
(DTS 1765)
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Amendment for the Proposed RE Crimson Solar Project, Riverside
County, CA

Notice of Availability of the Draft Environmental Assessment and 
Draft Land Use Plan Amendment for the OMYA Direct Land Sale 
Project, California 

5/23/17 11/30/17 Returned to CASO
for edits on briefing paper.
(DTS 1616)

Notice of Realty Action:  Proposed Non Competitive (Direct) Sale of 
Public Land in Santa Barbara County, CA 

1/18/17 11/16/17 Sent to Exec Sec.
(DTS 1412)

Notice of Reopening of Public Comment Period and Schedule of 
Public Scoping Meetings for the Proposed Withdrawal of California 
Desert Conservation Area Lands; California

4/5/17 8/7/17 On hold.
(DTS 1544)

Notice of Intent to Amend the Resource Management Plan for the 
Ukiah Field Office, California and Prepare an Associated 
Environmental Assessment for the Berryessa Snow Mountain 
National Monument

4/4/17 5/12/17 On hold per CASO
request. 
(DTS 1542)

Notice of Availability of Final Environmental Impact Statement and 
Notice of Decision for Proposed Land Exchange between the Bureau 
of Land Management and Agua Caliente Band of Cahuilla Indians,
California

2/10/17 12/14/17 in Exec. Sec. (DTS
1449).

Notice of Final Supplementary Rules for Fort Ord National 
Monument, California 

1/18/17 6/21/17 Sent to WO 100. (DTS
1413)

 

Colorado State Office  

Title Date 
Rcvd.

Current Status

Notice of Public Meeting, Rocky Mountain Resource Advisory 
Council 

11/20/17 12/14/17 Sent to WO 100.
(DTS 1837)

Notice of Availability of the Draft Environmental Impact Statement 
for the Proposed Blue Valley Ranch Land Exchange, Grand and 
Summit Counties, Colorado

10/4/17 12/1/17 Sent to WO 100.
(DTS 1786)

Notice of Resource Advisory Council Meetings for the Dominguez  
Escalante National Conservation Area Advisory Council 

9/26/17 Published in the Federal
Register on 12/7/17. (DTS
1774)

Notice of Intent to Prepare a Resource Management Plan and an
Associated Environmental Impact Statement for the Browns Canyon
National Monument, Colorado  

9/27/17 12/8/17 On hold in WO 210.
(DTS 1778)

Notice of Realty Action:  Notice of designation of public lands in 
Garfield County, Colorado, as suitable for lease renewal for 
agricultural uses

8/1/17 9/22/17 Sent to WO 100.
(DTS 1692)

Notice of Proposed Supplementary Rules for Travel Management on 
Public Lands in Montrose, Delta, San Miguel and Ouray Counties, 
Colorado

12/23/16 8/8/17 Returned to WO 100.
(DTS 1387)

Notice of Intent to Collect Fees on Public Lands in Chaffee County, 
Colorado (Cache Creek Placer Area) 

11/3/16 11/10/16 On hold with
Solicitors (Lands). (DTS 1325)

Notice of Final Supplementary Rules for Guffey Gorge in Park 
County, Colorado 

11/7/16 5/15/17 Sent to Exec Sec.
(DTS 1330)

Notice of Proposed Supplementary Rules for Canyons of the Ancients 
National Monument in Montezuma and Dolores Counties, CO 

4/18/16 11/27/16 Sent to Solicitors
(Lands).
(DTS 1128)

 

Eastern States Office  

Title Date 
Rcvd.

Current Status

Notice of Realty Action; Application for Conveyance of Federally
Owned Mineral Interests in Walton County, FL

6/20/17 10/12/17 ON HOLD. ESO is
waiting to have the Mineral
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Report reviewed for
conformance. (DTS 1645)

Idaho State Office  

Title Date 
Rcvd.

Current Status

Notice of Public Meetings, Boise District Resource Advisory Council, 
Idaho 

12/14/17 12/14/17 Sent to WO 640.
(DTS 1874)

Notice of Availability Draft Environmental Impact Statement  East 
Smoky Canyon phosphate mine, proposed expansion 

11/28/17 12/4/17 Sent to Solicitors
(Minerals).
(DTS 1845)

Notice of Public Meeting, Idaho Falls District Resource Advisory 
Council Meeting (Meeting on 1/23/18) 

11/15/17 12/1/17 Sent to WO 100.
(DTS 1828)

Notice of Realty Action: Recreation and Public Purpose Act 
Classification and Conveyance of Public Land in Lincoln County, 
Idaho 

11/1/17 11/29/17 On hold with
Solicitors (Lands).
(DTS 1821)

Notice of Public Meeting  Twin Falls District RAC, Idaho 10/26/17 11/1/17 Sent to WO 100.
(DTS 1813)

Notice of Application for Recordable Disclaimer of Interest in Lands, 
Bingham County, Idaho 

8/14/17 11/3/17 Sent to WO 100. 
(DTS 1721)

Notice of Availability Craters of the Moon Monument Management 
Plan Amendment and Record of Decision 

7/21/17 10/23/17 Sent to Exec. Sec. 
(DTS 1685)

Notice of Proposed Supplementary Rule Revision for the Upper 
Snake Field Office, Idaho 

5/22/17 12/12/17 Sent to WO 610. 
(DTS 1606)

Final Idaho Statewide Supplementary Rules 3/7/17 11/29/17 Sent back to WO
100.
(DTS 1486)

Notice of Intent to Prepare Two Great Basin Wide Programmatic 
Environmental Impact Statements to Support Sage Grouse Habitat 
Improvement   

1/11/17 12/13/17 Cleared the
Department, will be sent to the
Federal Register. 
(DTS 1407)

 

Montana State Office  

Title Date 
Rcvd.

Current Status

Notice of Intent to Amend the Miles City Field Office 2015 Resource 
Management Plan and to Prepare an Associated Environmental 
Assessment, Montana

5/22/17 8/25/17 In WO 100. (DTS
1611)

Notice of Application for Withdrawal and Notification of Public 
Meeting; Montana  Correction 

12/30/16 12/7/17 Cancelled per MTSO.
(DTS 1391)

Nevada State Office  

Title Date Rcvd. Current Status
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Notice of Realty Action:   Classification for Lease and/or 
Conveyance for Recreation and Public Purposes of Public Lands for 
a Park in the Northwest Portion of the Las Vegas Valley, Clark 
County, NV

12/7/17 12/14/17 Sent to SOL
(Lands).
(DTS 1867)

Notice of Realty Action:  Classification for Lease and/or 
Conveyance for Recreation and Public Purposes of Public Lands for 
a Park in the Northwest Portion of the Las Vegas Valley, Clark
County, NV

12/7/17 12/12/17 Sent to WO 350
(DTS 1865)

Notice of Public Meetings:  Mojave Southern Great Basin Resource 
Advisory Council and its Planning and Recreation Subcommittees, 
Nevada

12/6/17 12/12/17 Sent to WO 100.
(DTS 1861)

Notice of Intent to Prepare a Resource Management Plan 
Amendment Environmental Assessment and Notice of Mineral 
Segregation for the Proposed Dry Lake East Designated Leasing
Area, Clark County, Nevada

12/1/17 12/5/17 Sent to WO 210.
(DTS 1854)

Notice of Realty Action:  Proposed Competitive Sale of Nine Parcels 
of Public Land in Lincoln County, NV 

11/30/17 12/1/17 Sent to WO 350.
(DTS 1851)

Notice of Proposed Withdrawal and Intent to Prepare an Associated 
Environmental Assessment, and Notification of Public Meeting; 
Nevada

8/16/17 8/30/17 Sent to WO 100.
(DTS 1699)

Notice of Realty Action:  Correction for Conveyance of Public 
Lands for Recreation and Public Purposes Patent, in Humboldt
County, Nevada

11/15/17 11/27/17  Under informal
review in Solicitor’s office
(Lands).
(DTS 1841)

Notice of Realty Action; Segregation of Public Land Located in Nye
County, NV

10/11/17 12/11/17 On hold.  (DTS
1789)

Notice of Proposed Withdrawal and Notification of a Public 
Meeting; United States Department of Energy Office of Legacy
Management, Nevada

10/3/17 11/29/17  Sent to Solicitor’s
office (Lands).
(DTS 1783)

Notice of Temporary Closure of Public Land in Lander County, 
Nevada 

9/26/17 9/29/17  Sent to OLES. 
(DTS 1776)

Notice of Realty Action:  Non competitive Direct Sale of the 
Reversionary Interest in a R&PP patent of public land in Clark 
County, Nevada (N 2322 02)(YMCA) 

9/1/17 10/12/17  NVSO addressing
Solicitor’s concerns.  (DTS
1750)

Notice of Intent to Prepare an Environmental Impact Statement with 
Minerals Segregation for the Proposed Yellow Pine Solar Project, 
Clark County, Nevada

8/15/17 12/6/17  Sent to WO 300. 
(DTS 1722)

Notice of Availability of the Carson City District Proposed Resource
Management Plan and Final Environmental Impact Statement,
Nevada

8/8/17 10/23/17  Returned to NVSO
with WO 200 comments.
(DTS 1710)

Notice of Realty Action:  Non competitive Direct Sale of the
Reversionary Interest in a Recreation and Public Purpose Act
(R&PP) Patent of Public Land in Clark County, Nevada (N 94498).

8/8/17 10/25/17  Sent to Solicitors
(Lands).   
(DTS 1706)
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Notice of Intent to Prepare a Project Environmental Impact 
Statement with a Proposed Plan Amendment to the 1998 Las Vegas 
Resource Management Plan and Notice of Segregation for the
Crescent Peak Wind

7/3/17 12/13/17 Sent to WO 100. 
(DTS 1663)

Notice of Intent to Prepare a Supplement to the Draft Resource 
Management Plan and Associated Draft Environmental Impact 
Statement for the Southern Nevada District Planning Area, 
comprising the Las Vegas and Pahrump Field Offices and Gold
Butte National Monument

1/6/17 9/21/17 On hold at NVSO
request.
(DTS 1397)

 

New Mexico State Office  

Title Date  
Rcvd.

Current Status

Notice of Cancellation of Portions of Surveys and Filing of 
Supplemental Plats and Amended Field Notes, New 
Mexico/Oklahoma

10/26/17 10/30/17 In SOL DLR. (DTS
1809)

Notice of Realty Action:  Proposed Direct Sale of Public Land for 
Expansion of San Jose Catholic Cemetery in Socorro County, New 
Mexico 

8/8/17 11/30/17 NMSO closed this
notice and will resubmit it.
(DTS 1713)

Public Land Order; Transfer of Administrative Jurisdiction, Secretary 
of the Army, White Sands Missile Range, New Mexico and Fort 
Bliss, Texas 

6/20/17 12/12/17 Cleared the
Department and on its way to
the Federal Register. (DTS
1644)

Notice of Closure, Kasha Katuwe Tent Rocks National Monument 5/25/17 12/6/17 In BLM DD POL.
(DTS 1624)

Notice of Availability of the Draft Resource Management Plan and 
Environmental Impact Statement for the BLM Carlsbad Field Office, 
New Mexico

4/4/17 12/5/17 In Counselor Younger.
(DTS 1545)

Notice of Application for Recordable Disclaimer of Interest:  New 
Mexico 

12/22/16 11/14/17 In SIO REGS. (DTS
1380)

Notice of Availability of the Rio Puerco Proposed RMP and Final EIS 
for the Rio Puerco Field Office, New Mexico 

3/11/15 10/12/16 NMSO is revising the
communication plan.  (DTS
665)

Notice of Final Supplementary Rules for Public Lands in New 
Mexico 

6/23/16 12/12/17 Cleared the
Department and on its way to
the Federal Register. (DTS
1198)

 

Oregon State Office  

Title Date 
Rcvd.

Current Status

Notice of Subcommittee Meeting for the Steens Mountain Advisory 
Council 

11/17/17 12/7/17  Sent to WO 100. 
(DTS 1832)

Notice of Public Meetings for the Southeast Oregon Resource 
Advisory Council?s Lands with Wilderness Characteristics 
Subcommittee 

10/31/17 Published in the Federal
Register on 12/7/17.  (DTS
1819)

Notice of Public Meeting for the Northwest Oregon Resource 
Advisory Council 

10/16/17 11/20/17  Sent to Exec Sec.
(DTS 1798)

Notice of Intent to Prepare an Environmental Impact Statement for the 
Proposed Hult Reservoir and Dam Safety Environmental Impact 
Statement in Lane County, Oregon

8/30/17 12/6/17  Sent to WO 100.
(DTS 1746)

Final Supplementary Rules for the Table Rocks Area of Critical 
Environmental Concern in Jackson County, Oregon 

6/5/17 10/23/17  Sent to OLES. 
(DTS 1625)
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Notice of Application for Withdrawal, Notice of Public Meeting, and 
Extension of Public Comment Period for Proposed Withdrawal in the 
Methow Valley; Washington

4/7/17 5/26/17  Sent to ASLM.
(DTS 1550)

Notice of Intent to Establish Recreation Fees on Public Lands in 
Clackamas County 

12/6/16 10/11/17  Returned to ORSO
with WO 100 comments.
(DTS 1365)

Final Supplementary Rules for Public Lands at Bastendorff Beach and 
the Associated Headlands in Coos County, Oregon 

11/1/16 11/17/17  Returned to WO
100.
(DTS 1337)

Notice of Proposed Supplementary Rules on Public Lands in Oregon 2/24/15 11/21/17  Sent to OLES. 
(DTS 644)

 

Utah State Office

Title Date  
Rcvd.

Current Status

Notice of Realty Action:  Recreation and Public Purposes Act 
Classification for the Conveyance of Public Land in Washington 
County, Utah

12/1/17 12/12/17 In SOL DLR BPL.
(DTS 1855)

Notice of Availability of the Final Environmental Impact Statement 
for the Enefit American Oil Utility Corridor Project,Uintah County, 
Utah

10/27/17 11/30/17 In WO 310. (DTS
1817)

Notice of Realty Action:  Recreation and Public Purposes Act 
Classification, Washington County, Utah 

10/26/17 12/14/17 In WO 610. (DTS
1815)

Notice of Public Meeting for the Utah Resource Advisory Council, 
Utah 

Meeting Date:  December 11 12, 2017

10/25/17 11/17/17 Published in the
Federal Register on Thursday,
November 30, 2017.
(DTS 1811)

Notice of Availability for the Alton Coal Tract Coal Lease by 
Application Final Environmental Impact Statement, Utah 

9/20/17 10/26/17 In SOL DMR
BOM.   (DTS 1768)

Interim Final Supplementary Rule to Prohibit Target Shooting on 
2,004 acres of Public Lands in the Eastern Lake Mountains, Utah 
County, Utah

4/7/17 11/9/17 ON HOLD. (DTS
1554)

Notice of Availability for the Draft Resource Management Plan and 
Environmental Impact Statement for the Cedar City Field Office 
Planning Area, Utah

3/28/17 12/12/17 In WO 210. (DTS
1527)

Notice of Availability of a Draft Environmental Impact Statement 
for the Greater Chapita Wells Natural Gas Infill Project, Uintah 
County, Utah

3/22/17 11/21/17 UTSO is responding
to edits. (DTS 1514)

Notice of Availability of the Draft Monument Management Plan 
Amendment and a Draft Environmental Impact Statement for 
Livestock Grazing for the Grand Staircase Escalante National
Monument

3/1/17 12/12/17 In WO 200. (DTS
1471)

 

Wyoming State Office  

Title Date Rcvd. Current Status
Notice of Availability of the BLM Final Presumed to Conform List 
of Actions Under General Conformity  Upper Green River Basin, 
Wyoming 

10/12/17 11/27/17 Sent to Solicitors
(Lands).
(DTS 1793)

Notice of Availability of the Draft Environmental Impact Statement 
for the Riley Ridge to Natrona Project, Wyoming 

8/31/17 11/17/17 Sent to WO 100.
(DTS 1749)
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Notice of Availability of the Draft Environmental Impact Statement 
for the Converse County Oil and Gas Project, Converse County, 
Wyoming.

7/19/17 12/11/17 Sent to Exec Sec.
(DTS 1677)

 

Washington Office Date 
Rcvd.

Current Status

Agency Information Collection Activities; Submission to the Office of 
Management and Budget for Review and Approval; Onshore Oil and 
Gas Operations and Production (1004 0137)

12/12/17 12/12/17 in WO 100. (DTS
1870)

Call for Nominations for the National Wild Horse and Burro Advisory 
Board 

12/4/17 12/14/17 In WO 200. (DTS
1833)

Agency Information Collection Activities; Oil and Gas, or Geothermal 
Resources:  Transfers and Assignments (1004 0034) 

11/30/17 11/30/17 Sent to WO 100.
(DTS 1852)

Agency Information Collection Activities; Submission to the Office of 
Management and Budget for Review and Approval; Use and 
Occupancy under the Mining Laws (1004 0169)

12/4/17 12/4/17 Sent to WO 100.
(DTS 1857)

Gold Butte National Monument Advisory Committee Establishment; 
Call for Nominations, Nevada 

1/13/17 4/4/17 in WO 640 (DTS 1409)
 On hold.

Bears Ears National Monument Advisory Committee Establishment; 
Call for Nominations, Utah 

1/12/17 4/4/17 in WO 640 (DTS 1408)
 On hold.

VIII.    Congressional Activities: 
 
Hearings 

● December 12-13 - The House Natural Resources Committee favorably reported various public

lands bills including:
○ H.R. 1349, To amend the Wilderness Act to ensure the use of bicycles, wheelchairs,

strollers, and game carts is not prohibited in Wilderness Areas (Rep. McClintock, R-CA-

4) 
○ H.R. 4264, Hyde Park Land Conveyance Act (Rep. Bishop, R-UT-1)

○ S. 1285, Oregon Tribal Economic Development Act (Sen. Merkley, D-OR)

○ H.R. 4568, Enhancing Geothermal Production on Federal Lands Act (Rep. Labrador, R-

ID-1)
○ H.R. 1350, To Modify the Boundary of Voyageurs National Park (Rep. Nolan, D-MN-8)

● December 12 - The House Natural Resources Energy and Mineral Resources Subcommittee held

an oversight hearing on “Examining Consequences of  America’s Growing Dependence on
Foreign Minerals.”  No DOI witness requested. 

● December 12 - The Senate Energy and Natural Resources Committee held an oversight hearing

on “Permitting Processes at the Department of the Interior and the Federal Energy Regulatory
Commission for Energy and Resource Infrastructure Projects.”  DOI witness: James Cason,

Associate Deputy Secretary of the Interior.

● December 14 - The House Natural Resources Federal Lands Subcommittee plans to hold a

legislative hearing on H.R. 4558, Grand Staircase Escalante Enhancement Act (Rep. Stewart, R-
UT-2)
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State Committee Meeting
● January 12 - BLM Nevada State Director John Ruhs has been asked to brief the Nevada State

Legislature Public Lands Committee on BLM activities in Nevada.

Hill Visits
● Utah Delegation - The week of December 11 BLM Office of Law Enforcement and Security

Director William Woody plans to conduct visits with members and staff of the Utah

congressional delegation to discuss law enforcement issues in Utah.  BLM Deputy Director for

Policy Brian Steed also plans to attend.

  
Updates on Major Legislation of Interest to BLM
 
Legislative Proposals

● The Department of Veterans Affairs (VA) is considering a draft legislative proposal to grant DOI

authority to permanently transfer lands to the VA for cemetery purposes.  Pending ASLM review.

● BLM is working with SOL and ASLM to develop a number of legislative and Budget proposals
related to oil and gas and NEPA provisions per the direction of ASLM.  

● DOD has requested BLM review a discussion draft on military lands provisions including

indefinite military lands withdrawals, Sikes Act amendments, and Engle Act amendments, which
updates the provisions submitted in the House’s 2018 NDAA. 

○ Status: BLM review ongoing

Legislative Reviews Pending Clearance
● OMB request for views on various public lands bills reported by the House Natural Resources

Committee (on which DOI/BLM did not testify).  BLM-cleared document pending with ASLM.

● S. 1460, Energy and Natural Resources Act.  BLM developing views document on BLM-related
provisions.

● H.R. 2936, Resilient Federal Forests.  BLM developing views document.

● The House Natural Resources Committee reported (22 to 13) H.R. 3668, Sportsmen’s Heritage
and Recreational Enhancement Act (SHARE Act; Rep. Duncan, R- SC-3) on September 13.

BLM developing views document.

● H.R. 3990, National Monument Creation and Protection Act.  BLM developing views document.

Upcoming Announcements
● None

Questions for the Record
● QFRs from June 29 House Natural Resources Subcommittee on Energy and Minerals hearing on

Oil and Gas Access on Federal Lands (MacGregor witness):
○ QFRs received on July 5;

○ Status: BLM-cleared responses under review with ASLM.

● QFRs from July 12 House Natural Resources Subcommittee on Energy and Minerals hearing on

Federal Offshore Oil and Gas (MacGregor witness):
○ BLM-related QFRs received on July 17;

○ Status: BLM-cleared responses under review with ASLM.

 
Reports to Congress

● Helium Stewardship Act of 2013, Annual Financial Report to Congress: 

○ Status: Under review with OCL.
● Stewardship Contracting for Fiscal Year 2016:

○ Status: BLM finalizing report.
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● Southern Nevada Public Land Management Act, Annual Report to Congress for Fiscal Year

2016:
○ Status: Under review with BLM.

● BLM’s Wild Horse and Burro Strategy Report:

○ Status: Under review with the BLM.

● Fiscal Year 2016 Allocation of Funds and Accomplishments of BLM Oil and Gas Project
Offices:

○ Status: Under review with PMB and OCL.

Hill Outreach / Request
 
CBO / CRS

● CBO - Request for information regarding receipts from lands identified for conveyance in H.R.

2630, La Paz County Land Conveyance Act.

● CBO - Request for information regarding number of APDs with split estate criteria as described

in draft bill “Opportunities for the Nation and States to Harness Onshore Resources Act.”
● CBO - Request for information regarding resources necessary to undertake NEPA review of a

proposed monument or to shrink a monument, and BLM management of monuments.  Related to

cost estimate of H.R. 3990.
● CRS - Request for ten years of data on threats against BLM employees. 
● CRS - Request for information on BLM’s management of grazing within National Monuments.

● CBO - Request for information regarding receipts from lands identified for conveyance in H.R.
4264, Hyde Park Land Conveyance Act.

 
General Inquiries

● Sen. Udall (D-NM) - Requested status update on Carlsbad Municipal School land acquisition:
○ Status: Under review with Exec Sec.

● Sen. Heinrich (D-NM) - Requesting list of grazing permittees on the Rio Grande del Norte

National Monument
○ Status: Under review with OCL.

● Sen. Hatch (R-UT) - Request for itemized list of all lands potentially suitable for disposal in the

State of Utah identified by land use plan and acreage.

○ Status: BLM review ongoing.
● Rep. LaMalfa (R-CA-1) - Request for information on certain public lands identified in RMPs as

potentially suitable for disposal with the Congressman’s district.

○ Status: BLM review ongoing.

Technical Assistance
● House Natural Resources Subcommittee on Federal Lands staff - Request for technical

assistance on H.R. 3400, Recreation Not Red Tape Act:

○ Status: BLM review ongoing.

● Sen. Feinstein (D-CA) - Request for technical assistance on S. 32, the California Desert

Protection and Recreation Act.
○ Status: BLM review ongoing.

● Sen. Hatch (R-UT) - Request for technical assistance on S. , Hyde Park Land Conveyance

Act.
○ Status: BLM review ongoing.

● Sen. Sullivan (R-AK) - Request for technical assistance on S. 785, Alaska Native Veterans Land

Allotment Equity Act.
○ Status: BLM review ongoing.
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