From: Micah Chambers

To: Downey Magallanes; randal bowman@ios.doi.gov
Subject: Fwd: Letters

Date: Friday, July 07, 2017 1:08:44 PM

Attachments: attachedFile.html

Organ Letters part 1.pdf
Organ Letters part 2.pdf
attachedFile.html

Organ Letters part 3.pdf
attachedFile.html

Sent from my iPhone

Begin forwarded message:

From: "MacGregor, Robert" <Robert.MacGregor@mail.house.gov>
To: Micah Chambers <micah_chambers@ios.doi.gov>
Subject: RE: Letters

Here are al the letters we have gotten. Some are addressed to us, someto the
President, and some to the Secretary.

----- Original Message-----

From: Micah Chambers [mailto:micah chambers@ios.doi.gov]

Sent: Thursday, July 6, 2017 9:40 AM

To: MacGregor, Robert <Robert.MacGregor@mail .house.gov>

Subject: Re: Letters

Easiest way isto send a scan of al if possible

Sent from my iPhone

On Jul 6, 2017, at 7:34 AM, MacGregor, Robert
<Robert. MacGregor@mail.house.gov> wrote:

Hello sir, good seeing you on Tuesday, that was really fun.

What's your the best way to get you guys al of the letters we got on
the Organ Mtns Monument? | can print them all out and mail them
(towho?) or | can email them.

Sent from my iPhone
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January 20, 2017
James L. Huff

President Trump;

| am sending this letter to request that you use your authority under the American Antiquities Act of 1906 to reduce the
size of the Organ Mountain Desert Peaks National Monument that the former president established against the wishes
of the majority of residents of Dofia Ana County, New Mexico. A few local proponents recruited large numbers of
outside activists to join them in promoting this monument. These outside activists, for the most part, have no idea
where the proposed monument lands are located, nor will they ever visit this monument.

On the other hand, four wheel drive enthusiasts from all over the US, Mexico, and even Canada had been coming to the
Las Cruces area to enjoy the world class four wheeling this area offered. With the designation of this monument, these
people who actually visited the areas within this monument, have stopped coming to Las Cruces.

As the owner of a four wheel drive shop, | have experienced first hand, the devastating effects of the designation of the
Organ Mountain Desert Peaks National Monument (OMDPNM) on my business. it has also had a severe negative impact
on local motels, restaurants, and gas and tire suppliers.

My other fear is that the drug cartels operating out of Juarez, Mexico will use the OMDPNM as their own private
pathway to move their drugs into the interior of the US. Avast network of roads exists within the OMDPNM and will
most like be closed as soon as the management plan is finalized. While these roads will still exist, they will now be off
limits to law abiding citizens and law enforcement. These closures will not deter the drug cartels from using these now
vacant routes as their private routes to bypass areas patrolled by law enforcement.

The OMDPNM is just a few miles north of the US/Mexico border. The border fence in this area is just simple D-day type
barriers that do not slow down a person on foot. and are very easy to be ramped over with a vehicle. The barb-wire
fence to the left of the D-Day barrier is the actual border fence.
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Carol L. Cooper

February 2, 2017

The Honorable Steven Pearce

United States House of Representatives
New Mexico Congressional District 2
2432 Rayburn Street

Washington, D.C. 20515

Re: My request that you support Presidential action to modify boundaries of Organ Mountains Desert
Peaks National Monument (OMDPNM)

Dear Congressman Pearce:

As you well know, President Obama designated 496,333 acres in Dofla Ana County as the Organ
Mountain Desert Peaks National Monument by *“executive order” in May, 2014. Though most
residents in the Mesilla Valley believe the Organ Mountains east of Las Cruces are the *“footprint” of
OMDPNM, in fact, most of the “footprint” of the national monument lies west of Las Cruces and the
Rio Grande river, south of Las Cruces to the border and north of Las Cruces, almost to Hatch, NM —
hardly “the smallest area compatible with proper care and management of the objects to be protected!”
The “objects to be protected” are common to most areas not developed for city living; samples can be
obtained and studied from an area far smaller than 496,000 acres.

My family’s ranch is totally within the OMDPNM boundary and includes 919 private acres, 4,480
State of NM trust acres, and 39,081 federal acres; we have grazed cattle on this ranch for 30 years; the
earliest land patent was issued to Mr. Silva in 1898.

Congressman Pearce, [, too, believe it is important to learn from history, but this monument (and
others created in the same way) threaten to prevent history in the making! Our United States of
America has been careless with our resources; our families, with the God-given promise of creative
and productive generations, is our greatest resource, but second to that, [ believe, is the land. We
should strive to discover the “highest and best” use of the land; we definitely should not be adding
levels of administration which cost taxpayers and levels of regulations which cost producers. (Only
13.6% of the land in Dofia Ana County is privately owned; it 1s unconscionable to subject producers
to more restrictions on what they can do with their investments, especially considering that farming

......

Please encourage President Trump to modify the size of the OMDPNM boundary to only the size
necessary (Organ Mountain peaks) to share our interesting history, lovely views, and recreational
opportunities without impeding, if not destroying, a part of the agricultural industry in Dofia Ana
County.

Sincerely,
(ot & (Copen
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Carol L. Cooper

February 2, 2017

The Honorable Steven Pearce

United States House of Representatives
New Mexico Congressional District 2
2432 Rayburn Street

Washington, D.C. 20515

Re: My request that you support Presidential action to modify boundaries of Organ Mountains Desert
Peaks National Monument (OMDPNM)

Dear Congressman Pearce:

As you well know, President Obama designated 496,333 acres in Dofia Ana County as the Organ
Mountain Desert Peaks National Monument by “‘executive order” in May, 2014. Though most
residents in the Mesilla Valley believe the Organ Mountains east of Las Cruces are the “footprint” of
OMDPNM, in fact, most of the “footprint” of the national monwment lies west of Las Cruces and the
Rio Grande river, south of Las Cruces to the border and north of Las Cruces, almost to Hatch, NM —
hardly “the smallest area compatible with proper care and management of the objects to be protected!”
The “objects to be protected” are common to most areas not developed for city living; samples can be
obtained and studied from an area far smaller than 496,000 acres.

My family’s ranch is totally within the OMDPNM boundary and includes 919 private acres, 4,480
State of NM trust acres, and 39,081 federal acres; we have grazed cattle on this ranch for 30 years; the
earliest land patent was issued to Mr. Silva in 1898.

Congressman Pearce, 1, too, believe it is important to learn from history, but this monument (and
others created in the same way) threaten to prevent history in the making! Our United States of
America has been careless with our resources; our families, with the God-given promise of creative
and productive generations, is our greatest resource, but second to that, I belicve, 1s the land. We
should strive to discover the “highest and best” use of the land; we definitely should not be adding
levels of administration which cost taxpayers and levels of regulations which cost producers. (Only
13.6% of'the land in Dona Ana County is privately owned; it is unconscionable to subject producers
to more restrictions on what they can do with their investments, especially considering that farming
nd ranching contributes approximately 1/3 of our county’s economy.)
Please encourage President Trump to modify the size of the OMDPNM boundary to only the size
necessary (Organ Mountain peaks) to share our interesting history, lovely views, and recreational
opportunities without impeding, if not destroying, a part of the agricultural industry in Dofia Ana
County.
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May 8, 2017

The Honorable Ryan Zinke
Secretary, Department of Interior
1849 C. Street, N.W.
Washington, DC

20240

RE: Organ Mountain Desert Peaks National Monument
Dear Secretary Zinke:

As a member of the Council of (New Mexico) Border Conservation Districts (CBCD), the consequences of
the Organ Mountains-Desert Peaks National Monument (monument) has implications to our Hidalgo Soil
and Water Conservation District. Not only do we view the implications important for one of our member
districts, Dona Ana Soil and Water Conservation District, the outcome will affect every member district as
well as similar districts across the West.

The debate over the monument is not new. It is now over a decade in duration and those allotment holders
who face the consequences of the political outcome have been in the cauldron of uncertainty every day of
that time. Your office as well as that of the President needs to resolve your position as quickly as possible
so resource management plans can finally be accomplished that places some order in the lives of those
people and their investments. :

CBCD was formed because of the unique perspective our districts have on the basis of border issues.
Unlike any other districts in the country face, living and working on the border is not normal. Our
stakeholders operate under a footprint of competing agencies that becomes bizarre in complexity and
uncertainty. Our membership have ranches that operate under the dictates of the Forest Service, the BLM,
the Fish and Wildlife Service, the state of New Mexico, the DOD, the NRCS, major conservation
easements, CBC, ICE, the U.S. Marshals, BATF, and FBI depending on the issues at hand. To further limit
and curtail freedoms to ranch is simply incomprehensible, but that is the only scenario that can be created
in the current monument planning. What happens in Dona Ana County doesn’t stay in Dona Ana County.
We all experience the effects.

Every one of our member districts face huge social implications relating to jobs, the retention of youth in
our communities, the implications of cross border violence and extralegal ingress. We need a stable and
robust rural population and there is no way the monument contributes to that stability. On the contrary, only
continued attrition of generational operations will take place.

If there is an alternative that is somewhat acceptable, it is the Pearce Plan, the legislation that Congressman
Steve Pearce introduced. Even if that takes places, however, grazing language must be written to give those
operations remaining under the footprint some semblance of an opportunity to exist. Those people have
millions of dollars in investment at risk, and the stance by the BLM and the federal government to
disregard those mortgage and investment obligations is unacceptable.

Sincerely,

Hidalgo Rep
CC: Steve Pearce, District partners, Susana, etc.
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May 8, 2017

The Honorable Ryan Zinke
Secretary, Department of Interior
1849 C. Street, N.W.
Washington, DC

20240

RE: Organ Mountain Desert Peaks National Monument
Dear Secretary Zinke:

Otero Soil and Water Conservation District (District) has long been concerned with the
political debate that surrounds the Organ Mountains-Desert Peaks National Monument.
Otero County, like the location the monument, Dona Ana County, is a federally
dominated county and our population which includes the stakeholders of our resource
management programs is heavily reliant on lands beyond private holdings to remain
economic. More importantly, those stakeholders must be in place by law to install
partnership projects with the Forest Service, the BLM, and the NRCS. If we don’t have
them, we put no federal funding into play, but, more importantly, if we don’t have them
we lose the basic foundation in the management and stewardship of our lands.

This is a huge and looming problem.

Our county is % privately held. The rest is held variously by the Park Service, the
Forest Service, the BLM, DOD, the Mescalero Indian tribe, and the state of New Mexico.
That means that our entire population must rely on that small land base for the basic
tenants of living. Yes, we can recreate, and, in some cases, work on government lands,
but the business of living must be carried out on the footprint of land that allows our
homes to be built and our citizenry to plan their future. The national monument in Dona
Ana County looms as the next model for attrition of that base and its most valuable land
stewards. We fear our own version of this monument on other lands within our district.
We fear implications of the resource management plan we share with Dona Ana County
in the BLM resource management plan for the same reason. We can simply not agree
upon more lands taken out of robust multiple use without offsets and language that
assures a more secure future.

The Tularosa Basin remains a hugely important area for the defense of our nation. It also
remains one of the most glaring examples of abuse of this nation’s citizenry in the
evictions and the resettlement of its citizenry. Your assessment of this monument
discussion must take that into account and, then, you must work with us to make sure our
local needs are held inviolate.

Sincerely,

Otero Rep and CC: Pearce, district partners, Susan, etc.
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May , 2017

The Honorable Ryan Zinke
Secretary, Department of Interior
1849 C. Street, N.W.
Washington, DC

20240

RE: Organ Mountain Desert Peaks National Monument
Dear Secretary Zinke:

The San Francisco Soil and Water Conservation District is a member of the Council of
Border Conservation Districts. We were a founding member of the Council based on
common need resulting from border and antagonistic conservation efforts that negatively
impacted our district(s). Our district is not impacted by the Organ Mountains National
Monument, but the well being of every district has become intertwined. What affects our
neighboring districts will eventually affect us.

The proximity to the border is also our common tie. The lessons of Arizona, and the
major drug corridors from the border to as far north as Phoenix, are not lost upon us. If an
area of the United States exists that poses the ultimate drug trafficking superhighway, it is
the area formed by the collective members of this council of districts.

Our assessment of the monument matter in Dona Ana and Luna counties is that the
designation was not driven by folks who actually derive their livelihoods and live their
lives on the lands. Progressive influences certainly impacted the governing bodies of
Dona Ana County, but their lesser financed counterparts across the border were simply
ignored. It is a symptom of what ails the West, but those of us from Catron County, New
Mexico have a special platform from which to speak. We are a product of the Gila
Wilderness and all the local and negative fallout thereof. If our county was large enough,
it would dwarf those counties rated as most at risk counties in the country in terms of
social disenfranchisement. Indeed, we are the epitome of the grandest sharecropper
victims in the history of our nation. We are inundated by federal controls. We bow to an
absentee owner who has a police force, a central planner, a judge, a jury, a court
advocate, scribes, and poll workers all rolled into absolute land management controllers.
We have little authority in any corner, and layered federal controls only add to that
dilemma. We ask for consideration for this matter in which we know best.

Two things need to happen. This monument cannot be hammered home with a whole
new set of constraints on the public and the tax base. Citizenry needs to be a purpose of
this action not a conditional user. Second, this whole matter of drug invasion and
biosecurity must be remedied or our district and our country is in deeper trouble. There is
a silent majority out here that does not have the means or the loudspeaker to correct ills
that torment us. What we have are minority voices that reflect the very conditions that
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February 6, 2017

The Honorable Steven Pearce

United States Congress, New Mexico, District 2
2432 Rayburn

Washington, D.C.

20515

RE: Disposition of Organ Mountain Desert Peaks National Monument (OMDPNM)
Dear Congressman Pearce:

As one of the 44 ranches and 90 families impacted by the OMDPNM, our ranch family
has been emotionally and physically manhandled over the more than ten years this
national monument has been debated and ultimately designated by Presidential
Proclamation. With more than 40% of our ranch within the monument footprint,
everything we do starting with our whole herd movement is predicated on the being able
to operate without unreasonable influence of yet another government bureaucracy.
Everything is in a state of unknowns except our mortgages. We are fully within the grasp
of a growing nightmare.

The boundary layout of OMDPNM was given absolutely no thought as to the
administrative pasture boundaries within our operations. In our case, we will operate
under three Resource Management Plans (RMP) within a single pasture. We are being
forewarned by letter from the BLM we can touch nothing without their review and
approval on the monument portions. Within the pending TriCounty RMP and the
Mimbres Basin Plan we are still operating under our permits whereby we are required to
maintain infrastructure improvements on condition of the agreement. Within those
pastures where there is overlap, there is contractual obligations to maintain all
infrastructure without recourse and yet to do nothing on any infrastructure maintenance
without BLM approval. As a result, we have now waited four years to get some pipeline
work done by signed EQIP contracts. NRCS has signaled that if we don’t finish work as
agreed we are in breach whether or not the BLM issues a letter to proceed. Step two of
our nightmare only grows,

The Antiquities Act is the mechanism that allowed this designation. The law requires a
minimum footprint and any objects protected must be either historical or scientific
significant, Our ranches have been in place since before the 1880s, and, yet, the historic
aspects of our operations have no standing within the monument framework. I have been
told by BLM that a grandmother in Florida has a much say over my ranch operation as 1
do. Not a single acre of our ranch was set forth as consideration for wilderness or more
restrictive management in the FLPMA survey of lands with wilderness characteristics
and yet it was swept into this land grab as if it has such scientific uniqueness. The only
thing here is living history. Step three of our nightmare only intensifies.
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May , 2017

The Honorable Ryan Zinke
Secretary, Department of Interior
1849 C. Street, N.W.
Washington, DC

20240

RE: Organ Mountain Desert Peaks National Monument

Dear Secretary Zinke:

Caballo Soil and Water Conservation District has a vested interest in the outcome of your
assessment of the Organ Mountains-Desert Peaks National Monument. Our southern
administrative area includes a large portion of the Las Uvas Mountain watershed
currently within the monument. That area also contains a large number of federal lands
ranches that are dramatically impacted the current footprint status.

The concerns we have are multiple, but the overwhelming concern relates to access into
those areas that heretofore has been unlimited in terms of our citizenry being able to deal
with duties, responsibilities, and maintenance of the resource base that forms their well
being. A most important aspect of this is flood protection. In 2006, the largest community
in our district, Hatch, was inundated by raging flood waters that nearly destroyed the
town. To limit future flood control structures development and maintenance or to
disallow the most basic land stewardship practices that start with enhancing turf growth
and maintenance isn’t acceptable. These may not be our lands in terms of ownership, but
they are certainly our lands in terms of managing the most basic safety and well being of
our community.

Our district would recommend that your assessment concentrate on the feature of the
monument that the general population understands and supports, the Organ Mountains.
We then ask that you allow us to join in the ongoing tasks in the presence of federal lands
that allow our small community to prosper and maintain the irrigated land base that the
world has come to know by one of our most valuable crops, Hatch Chile.

Sincerely,

District Rep
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May 2017

The Honorable Ryan Zinke
Secretary, Department of Interior
1849 C. Street, N.W.
Washington, DC

20240

RE: Organ Mountain Desert Peaks National Monument
Dear Secretary Zinke:

Deming Soil and Water Conservation District is a party to the Organ Mountains-Desert
Peaks National Monument without ever being asked to the party!

Although the environmental world assumes that the entire monument is held in trust by
the United States in Dona Ana County, New Mexico, there are areas of the Potrillo
Mountains that fall into Luna County and the purview of this conservation district.

As such, this district was part of the discussion and was ignored by the New Mexico
senatorial duo that pushed the land designation so vigorously.

That is not acceptable.

It is also not acceptable to accept the risks that the portion of the monument that falls
under our authority poses. Let us review the features of the similarly protected federal
lands in Arizona that have become multibillion dollar drug corridors.

The features are:

1. There are protected and major north/south natural drainages within the designated
lands.

2. These lands lie adjacent or within walking distances from the Mexican border.

3. There are east/west road accesses situated directly north and south of the
designations.

4. There are natural high points of observations within the lands.

5. There are absences of permanent American domiciles throughout the vast rural
lands.

6. There are conditional restrictions of Border Patrol to access the lands at any time,
at any place, and without constraints.

7. There are sanctuaries of wilderness or wilderness study areas within the land
masses.

8. The lands are largely owned and administered by federal land agencies.

These exact conditions exist in spades in the Potrillo Mountain section of this

monstrosity. We know that the Juarez Cartel now controls this area by controlling all
access from the Mexican side. If the United States can control this area and stem the tide
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My name is Tom Phillips and | live in Dona Ana County, NM, next to part of the Organ Mountains-Desert
Peaks National Monument (OMDPNM). | have lived and worked in Dona Ana County for all of my adult
life and recently retired from a career with the federal government.

| wish to comment on the 2014 designation by President Obama, of the OMDPNM, and explain why |
believe that the 496,000-acre monument is greatly over-sized and should be considered for substantial
reduction, if not complete removal of the designation.

Use of the Antiquities Act — In reviewing the Presidential Proclamation for OMDPNM, there is extensive
documentation of the many natural resources found within/near the monument. None of those
resources warrant the use of the Antiquities Act for designation. Specifically, as noted in Section 2 of the
Antiquities Act: “...authorizes the President, in his discretion, to declare by public proclamation historic
landmarks, historic and prehistoric structures, and other objects of historic or scientific interest... the
limits of which in all cases shall be confined to the smallest area compatible with the proper care and
management of the object protected”.

Of the numerous objects of historic or scientific interest listed in the proclamation, there are several
that are of questionable value (as noted below) and many of the long list of natural resources are not
specifically unique, rare, or in danger to warrant the Antiquities Act designation. Further, the Antiquities
Act already makes it illegal to ... appropriate, excavate, injure, or destroy any historic or prehistoric ruin
or monument, or any object of antiquity, situated on lands owned or controlled by the Government of
the US, without the permission of the Secretary of the Department of the Government having
jurisdiction...”.

FLPMA and Current BLM Management is adequate - The Federal Land Policy and Management Act of
1976 (FLPMA) already provides for general retention of lands (unless disposal meets the national
interest and other criteria apply) and requires BLM to manage the public lands “... in a manner that will
protect the quality of scientific, scenic, historical, ecological, environmental, air and atmospheric, water
resource, and archaeological values...”. The Presidential Proclamation of OMDPNM applies a layer of
management that is not only unnecessary, but essentially curtails the limits set by congress through the
FLPMA, and precludes uses that congress hasn’t determined are appropriate. Furthermore, it belittles
the decades of work that BLM staff have been doing to manage the public lands in the state that they
are in, which many will agree are in very good condition and provide adequate protection for significant
resources. The local BLM office has been working to develop a land use plan for the last 10 years
(TriCounty Resource Management Plan). This plan is the appropriate tool to assign special management
for sensitive resources, while accommodating other multiple use of the public lands.

Economic Benefits — Much has been and will be said about how much the monument designation has
done for the local economy. My first issue with that is that the Antiquities Act was never intended to be
a tool to create economic value. In the 3+ years since the monument was designated, the BLM has not
done anything beyond installing expensive signs at most of the locations where roads enter the
monument. Due to lack of funding and staffing, the majority of the remaining activities that BLM has
been involved in are associated with recreation and visitor services at the previously established
recreation sites and trails. All of those activities were possible and did occur on the public lands and
designation of the OMDPNM did not create that opportunity. The land base is where that opportunity
exists and the land hasn’t changed, just a new label has been applied. Many also argue that there has
been substantial increase in visitation and economic benefits, but all of that is based on simply
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developed recreation area. The overlaying of national monument designation is inappropriate and
unnecessary.

West Potrillos Component — The vast majority of this component is made up of 4 existing Wilderness
Study Areas that have been waiting on congressional action for over 25 years. Although they contain
interesting landscapes from lava flows to small mountains and low hills, they are simply fairly
undeveloped landscape with numerous roads and trails throughout. The WSAs currently preclude
nearly any new developments and unless released by congress, will retain that level of protection. If
Congress decides that those 4 units do not warrant designation as wilderness, then they should be
returned to multiple use management using existing BLM guidance. While this component contains
some unique natural features such as Kilbourne Hole (designated/protected as a National Natural
Landmark), and the lava tubes in the Aden Lava Flow, their significance as historic objects is lacking.

Desert Peaks Component — The last of the four components is an area which contains some of the
noted, but already managed features that have questionable historic significance (i.e. Outlaw Rock,
Geronimo’s Cave). There are some cultural objects in both Valles Canyon and Broad Canyon (primarily
Petroglyphs), but those sites are already protected by existing cultural resource preservation laws. Also
included in this component are 2 Wilderness Study Areas, which as described above should have
congressional action, not presidential national monument designation.

For each of the large components described above, there is obvious overreach of designation by
President Obama using the Antiquities Act. Much of this area has been previously proposed by some of
the New Mexico congressional delegation, as wilderness and/or national monument, with great support
from the environmental community. The fact that those proposals have failed to gain traction in
congress should be a big indicator of reasons to not designate them. The presidential proclamation was
pushed by the environmental community to circumvent the intentions of congress and due to the
significant acreage involved, there is good reason to revisit the designation and reduce the boundaries
significantly, if not to remove the designation completely.

My argument for removal of the national monument designation is that all of the significant historic
resources have been and can continue to be managed for protection by BLM using existing laws,
specifically the Federal Land Policy and Management Act. BLM has a long history of managing for
muitiple use and protection of important resources through land use plans. Even the most significant
and obvious landscape found in the OMDPNM, the Organ Mountains themselves, are currently
preserved by WSA and ACEC designations. Even if congress removed the WSA designation, those
mountains are not likely at risk from development of other uses that would change them in any way.

For all the reasons stated above, | believe that the designation of OMDPNM by President Obama was
not only unnecessary but beyond the scope and intent of the Antiquities Act and therefore should be
considered for removal of the designation. If congress were to agree on a future designation of
wilderness (for portions of some of the already established WSA) and some smaller national monument,
that boundary should be substantially reduced.
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@onnress of the Wnited States
Washington, AC 20515

June 30, 2017

The Honorable Ryan Zinke

Secretary

c/o Mr. Micah Chambers

Acting Director, Office of Congressional and Legislative Affairs
U.S. Department of Interior

1849 C Street, NW

Washington, DC 20240

Dear Secretary Zinke:

We write in response to your request for congressional input on 27 different land and marine
monuments under your initial review as a result of President Trump’s Executive Order (EO)
13792 issued on April 26, 2017. As you know, the EO directed you to provide a thorough review
of national monuments created under the Antiquities Act — particularly those created since
January 1, 1996 that are larger than 100,000 acres in size and/or that lacked sufficient public
outreach and coordination.

Over the past 20 years, presidents from both sides of the aisle have used the stroke of a pen to
unilaterally lock up hundreds of millions of acres using the oft-abused Antiquities Act. As with
many laws, the Antiquities Act originated with good intentions; however, it has transformed into
a tyrannical tool that presidents have manipulated to exercise unfettered land grabs to the
detriment of state and local interests.

It should come as no surprise that of those 27 designations and 773.8 million acres under review,
14 monuments and more than 553.4 million acres were withdrawn by the Obama Administration.
In fact, President Obama abused the Antiquities Act more than any other president in history,
designating or expanding 34 national monuments and locking-up 553.6 million acres of total
land and water. According to the nonpartisan Congressional Research Service, past presidents
have used this outdated authority to unilaterally designate 157 national monuments comprising
“approximately 774 million acres, or about 92% of all monument acreage proclaimed since
enacn;lent of the Antiquities Act.”" The rest of the federal estate includes another 640 million
acres.

This Antiquities Act was intended to protect prehistoric Indian ruins and artifacts on federal
lands in the West and includes language to limit monument designations under this law to “the
smallest area compatible with proper care and management of the objects.” Compared to the
early application of the Antiquities Act, where the average size of a national monument was 422
acres, it became commonplace for President Obama’s designated monuments to exceed one
million acres in size.

! Congressional Research Service, “Executive Order for Review of National Monuments”, May 2017.

2 https://fas.org/sgp/ers/misc/RA2346.pdf
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Navajo people are not magazine environmentalists but are real stewards of the land
whose interests will be destroyed by a [BENM].”"?

Further, 109,000 acres of Utah School and Institutional Trust Administration (SITLA)
land were locked up.'' SITLA land generates revenue from mineral and energy
development, forestry activities and grazing. This revenue is then deposited into the State
School Fund that supports the state’s K-12 public education system. Locking up SITLA
land has sweeping repercussions for the education system and schoolchildren statewide.
Equally troubling, Energydesk estimates that 90% of Bears Ears sits above potential oil
and gas leases.'”

A locally-driven, comprehensive land management bill, the Utah Public Lands Initiative
Partner Act, was introduced last Congress by House Committee on Natural Resources
Chairman Rob Bishop (UT-01) and Rep. Jason Chaffetz (UT-03) in an effort to build a
consensus to solve some of the most challenging land use issues, including protections
for certain areas of the Bears Ears region. Instead of negotiating in good faith with
Members of Congress, the administration waited until the last moment to designate this
national monument, over the strong objections of the Congressional delegation. Despite
promising to give the tribes important authorities, such as co-management authority, the
executive designation failed to include this provision or engage with the tribes in any
meaningful way.

Overwhelming opposition to BENM is evidenced by the fact that a mere 17 percent of
Utahans favored the designation.'® Further, the entirety of the Utah Congressional
delegation voiced unanimous support of the rescission of the monument and called for
“the establishment of a new precedent for designating national monuments — one that
corrects past abuses and remains consistent with the original intent of the Antiquities
Act.”" We concur with this sentiment and encourage this tack as you continue your
evaluation of national monuments identified for review.

Recommendation: We recommend a total rescission of the Bears Ears National
Monument.

Berryessa Snow Mountain, California

Berryessa Snow Mountain National Monument (Berryessa) designated by President
Obama in 2015, consists of 330,780 acres in northern California. President Obama falsely
claimed the boundaries of this monument were “confined to the smallest area compatible

* https://naturalresources.house.gov/uploadedfiles/testimony benally.pdf

N https://trustlands.utah.gov/109k-acres-of-school-trust-land-captured-in-bears-ears-national-monument/

" hitp://energydesk.greenpeace.org/2017/05/10, donald-trump-national-monuments,

n: http://utahpolicy.com/index.php/features/today-at-utah-policy/9551-poll-only-17-of-utahns-want-obama-to-
designate-bears-ears-as-a-national-monument

a https://www.hatch.senate.gov/public/index.cfm/2017/5/hatch-congressional-delegation-urge-full-rescission-of-
bears-ears-in-letter-to-zinke
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with proper care and management of the objects to be protected.” We disagree with that
claim.

According to a column in the Lake Berryessa News, “The original proposal for some
form of federal designation for a small part of Northern California ballooned into an
attempt to create a large conglomerate National Conservation Area stretching across most
of Northern California. When the NCA proposal met strong resistance by local
governments and citizens groups, it could not move forward on its own merits. The
strategy of the proponents then turned to having% President Obama create a National
Monument in the final days of his presidency.”"

The Lake Berryessa Cham