




• Indian Creek – 6,554 acres 
• Mancos Mesa – 50,889 acres 
• Mule Canyon – 6,171 acres 
• Road Canyon – 52,404 acres 
• South Needles – 160 acres 
 WSA/ISA acres listed are the total BLM-administered surface acres from the 

Utah Statewide Wilderness Study Report, October 1991. GIS calculations 
would vary. 

 
3. There are ~48,800 acres within 4 areas (Dark Canyon, Mancos Mesa, Nokai Dome 

East and Grand Gulch) that are carried forward in the 2008 Monticello Approved 
RMP for protection of their wilderness characteristics. Mancos Mesa, Nokai Dome 
East and Grand Gulch are unavailable for oil and gas leasing. Dark Canyon is 
available subject to a no surface occupancy stipulation that cannot be waived, 
excepted or modified. All 48,400 acres acres are managed as avoidance areas for 
rights-of-way (ROW). 

See: Bears Ears Existing Special Areas Calculations.pdf and 
MtFORMP_Existing_Special_Designations_BLM.pdf 

d) Outstanding R.S. 2477 claims within a monument – type of road claimed and history 

There are 1,703 roads claimed in San Juan county under R.S. 2477. This figure also includes 
lands outside of BENM managed by the Monticello Field Office. (See: 
Statewide_RS2477_Claims_102313.pdf and Utah_RS2477Claims.pdf).  

 
Note: Between 2005 and 2012, the State of Utah and 22 counties filed 30 lawsuits 
seeking quiet title to over 12,000 claimed R.S. 2477 rights-of-way. The vast majority of 
these claims are on BLM-administered lands, but claims are pending on lands 
administered by the National Park Service and U.S. Forest Service. To date, only one 
case, involving three roads, has been settled (Juab 1). Under a case management order, 
six cases involving 1,500 claims are currently being litigated —Kane (1), Kane (2), (3), 
and (4), and Garfield (1) and (2); these cases do not include lands within BENM. The 
remaining cases have been stayed, although preservation depositions have been allowed 
to continue. BLM-Utah maintains thousands of records related to R.S. 2477 claims and 
active or pending litigation, but some of the information is attorney-client privileged.  
 

e) Maps –  

BENM provided several maps in the initial data response (BENM WO 410 Checklist and 
Supporting Docs subfolder: BENM GeoPDF map.pdf and BENM webmap.pdf). There 
are also numerous maps contained within the Monticello Management Plan. We are 
attaching several maps of cultural and paleontological resources, which may also assist 
WO 410 in responding to other questions within this document. (1. 
ArchaeologicalSurveysMap_UDSH.pdf;  2. ArchySiteDensityMap_UDSH.pdf; 3. DRAFT 
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