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DOI DAILY UPDATE FOR CABINET AFFAIRS – 3/28/17

Doug Domenech, Senior Advisor
 
Status of the Secretary
The Secretary will be in Washington Tuesday and Wednesday this week.  He will be in the US Virgin

Islands Thursday, Friday, and Saturday.

 

Tuesday 3/28: Office plus participate in the signing of Energy Executive Order with POTUS at EPA.

Wednesday: 3/29: Office.  Will sign several Secretarial Orders on energy noted below.

 

Media Announcements Today

 

Secretary Zinke Statement in Support of President Trump’s American Energy Executive

Order

WASHINGTON - Today President Donald J. Trump, Secretary of the Interior Ryan Zinke,
Administrator of the Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) Scott Pruitt, and Department of
Energy Secretary Rick Perry announced a bold American energy Executive Order that will put
our nation on track to full and dominant American energy independence. The Executive Order
calls on the Secretary of the Interior to review the Bureau of Land Management’s 2016
moratorium on new coal leases on federal land and also review three final rules from the
Department regarding oil and gas production on both federal and private land and the outer
continental shelf.
 
On Wednesday the Secretary will sign several Secretarial Orders to reflect POTUS action on
energy, with press. These include.

         Lifting the Federal Coal Leasing Moratorium.

         Withdrawing previous Secretary’s Orders on Mitigation and oil & gas prohibitions.

         Announcing the reestablishing of the Royal Policy Committee.

Executive Orders

EO on Energy is on today.  Secretary will attend and speak.  At EPA.
 

Congressional Action Under the CRA

CRAs: Passed the House and Senate pending at the WH.

         FWS H.J.Res.69 - "Non-Subsistence Take of Wildlife, and Public Participation and
Closure Procedures, on National Wildlife Refuges in Alaska".  Understand this is headed
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to the Senate floor perhaps as early as today.
CRA pending in the Senate:

         BLM Venting and Flaring Methane Rule
 

Secretary Meetings and Schedule

3/30-4/1: Participate in the 100th Commemoration of the purchase of the Virgin Islands from
Denmark.  The Danish Prime Minister will participate.
 
4/12-20: Tentative Western trip to California and the Southern Boarder.
 

Speaking Invitations

Accepted
3/30-31 U.S. Virgin Islands Transfer Centennial Commission (St. Croix, St. Thomas)
4/3 North America's Building Trades Unions National Legislative Conference Remarks at the
Washington Hilton & Towers Hotel, timing TBD.
4/5-7 National Ocean Industries Assoc (NOIA) 2017 Annual Meeting (DC, Ritz Carlton)
4/27 NRA Leadership Forum, George World Congress Center in Atlanta, GA.
 
Regretted
3/28 Brookings Institute Conference on Water Regulations and Geopolitics (DC)
4/3 Interstate Mining Compact Commission (Williamsburg, VA)
 
Outstanding Invitations in Process
4/4 The Memorial Foundation Martin Luther King Jr. Wreath Laying (DC, MLK Memorial)
4/5 National Alliance of Forest Owners Board of Directors (DC)
4/5 Association of Equipment Distributors & Equipment Dealers Association (DC, Liaison
Hotel)
4/5 National Parks Conservation Association Board of Trustees (DC)
4/13 Columbia University's Center on Global Energy Policy's Global Energy Summit
(NYC)
4/13-14 Arctic Encounter Symposium (Seattle, WA)
4/14 Montana State Meeting of the Society of American Foresters (Missoula, MT)
4/19 American Forest Resource Council 2017 Annual Meeting (Stevenson, WA)

4/24 National Mining Association Board of Directors Meeting (Naples, FL)
 

Sportsmen’s Event with VP: We are working on a possible announcement of $1.1 billion in
funding for hunting and fishing activities.
 
Emergency Management

In Florida, the Parliament Fire, which began March 18 on Big Cypress National Preserve in
Florida (NPS), has burned 26,471 (+100) acres and is 75 (+15)-percent contained. In addition
to residential structures, the fire continues to threaten an endangered species habitat. Full
containment of this fire is expected on March 29.
 
In Oklahoma, the  Chupco Fire (BIA) began on March 19 in Lamar, OK, has burned 3,756
(+1,351) acres, and is 80 (+20)-percent contained. The fire is being managed by a Type-3 IMT
with 14 (+7) personnel assigned, all of which are DOI personnel. There are 6 (no change)

FOIA001:01718780

 

DOI-2021-02 01065



residential structures threatened. Full containment was expected yesterday; however, no new
containment date has been reported.
 
Also, in Seminole County, Oklahoma, the Walker Fire (BIA) began on March 22 and has
burned 1,533 (no change) acres. The fire is 60 (no change)-percent contained and managed by
a Type-3 IMT with 17 (no change) personnel assigned, all of which are DOI personnel. There
are 5 (no change) residential structures threatened. Full containment was expected yesterday;
however, no new containment date has been reported.
 
Media of Interest

Trump Expected To Sign Order Undoing Clean Power Plan Rule.

USA Today (3/27, King) reports that President Trump on Tuesday is expected to keep “a
campaign vow to undo the Obama administration’s aggressive attempts to reduce carbon
emissions” by signing an executive order “to roll back the Clean Power Plan rule.” Undoing
the rule was a frequent promise last year from Trump, who “told friendly crowds in coal-
producing states that lifting carbon restrictions would not only keep energy costs affordable
but also help revitalize the coal industry and the communities economically ravaged by
environmental regulations.”
Utah Gov. Herbert Asks Secretary Zinke To Visit Bears Ears.

The AP (3/27) reports that during his visit to Washington this week, Utah Gov. Gary Herbert
urged Interior Secretary Ryan Zinke to visit the Bears Ears National Monument. Herbert said
“Zinke seems to agree with Utah officials that the sacred tribal lands at Bears Ears need
protections,” but Herbert “wants to see Congress designation protections, not a president.”
Herbert told reporters “that he did not speak one-on-one” with President Trump “about a push
from Utah GOP officials to repeal the southern Utah monument.”
 
Dakota Access Pipeline Prepares For Service.

Bloomberg News (3/27, Loh, Tobben, Natter) reports a Monday court filing shows that the
Dakota Access pipeline is preparing for service, a move that comes less than a week after the
State Department issued a presidential permit to approve the Keystone XL pipeline.
Bloomberg says the President’s support of both projects “represents a dramatic reversal from
former President Barack Obama’s opposition to them on environmental grounds.” Analysts
say that while oil output from North Dakota’s Bakken shale region has decreased 23 percent
from its peak, the pipeline’s opening is likely to spur more production as costs of
transportation, in the form of rail shipments up until now, decrease. As Bakken oil is shipped
south, Texas oil prices may fall enough to open markets overseas.
 
Eight Fishery Management Councils Decry Marine Monuments.

The Gloucester (MA) Times (3/27, Horgan) reports that the chairmen of the eight regional
fishery management councils have sent a letter to President Trump “decrying the use of the
Antiquities Act to create new marine national monuments and characterizing it as a disruptive
end-run around traditional fishery management practices.” The letter “flatly states the use of
the Antiquities Act impedes the councils from performing their statutory duties as set out in
the Magnuson-Stevens Fishery Conservation and Management Act (MSA).” The letter stated,
“Designation of marine national monuments that prohibit fishing have disrupted the ability of
the councils to manage fisheries throughout their range, as required by MSA and in an eco-
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system manner. Our experience with marine monument designations to date is that they are
counter-productive to domestic fishery goals, as they have displaced and concentrated U.S.
fishing effort into less productive fishing grounds and increased dependency on foreign
fisheries that are not as sustainably managed as United States fisheries.”
 
Newhouse Opposes Grizzly Bear Restoration.

The Salem (OR) Capital Press (3/27, Wheat) reports that “a federal plan to restore and
reintroduce grizzly bears to the North Cascade Mountains is opposed by U.S. Rep. Dan
Newhouse.” According to Newhouse, the National Park Service and U.S. Fish and Wildlife
Service are moving forward with the restoration plan “without supporting sound science or
adequate public meetings.” Newhouse sent a letter on March 27 to Karen Taylor-Goodrich,
superintendent of the North Cascades National Park Service Complex, expressing his “firm
opposition” to the plan.
 
Trump Signs Bills Rolling Back Obama-Era Regulations.

USA Today (3/27, Korte) reports that President Trump on Monday signed four bills which
“rolled back more Obama-era regulations.” As he signed the measures, which “reverse rules
on education, land use and federal purchasing,” Trump promised to “remove every job-killing
regulation we can find,” and said more such bills are on the way. The Washington Times
(3/27, Miller) says Trump “relished signing the deregulation orders that were passed under the
rarely-used Congressional Review Act that fast-tracks disapproval of regulations.” The bills
Trump signed Monday “rolled back the ‘Fair Pay and Safe Workplaces’ rule,” which “barred
federal contracts to companies with a record of breaking wage, labor or safety laws”; the “so-
called ‘Panning 2.0’ rule,” which “gave the Bureau of Land Management more power over
land use”; and two other measures which “did away with Department of Education power over
teacher training and state accountability requirements under the Every Student Succeeds Act.”
 
White House Communications Report (sent to WH Comms, Monday.)
 

No report provided.
 

Federal Register Notices Cleared for Publishing (None Significant)

Items were cleared for the Federal Register on Monday.
 
REG0006848        BLM       Notice of Realty Action; Recreation and Public Purposes Act
Classification for Conveyance of Public Lands in Cibola County, New Mexico Cibola County,
New Mexico proposes to use 211.73 acres of public land through the Recreation and Public
Purposes Act (R&PP) to develop a public shooting range, including an archery range, a trap
and skeet field, a main office with a classroom, and a multi-purpose building open to the
public.  This request has Congressional interest. Notice
03/27/2017
 
REG0006863        NPS        Native American Graves Protection and Repatriation Review
Committee:  Notice of Nomination Solicitation: Tribal. This notice is required by the Native
American Graves Protection and Repatriation Act (NAGPRA) to solicit nominations to the
NAGPRA Committee.  Congress requires the Secretary of the Interior to appoint members
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nominated by Indian tribes, Native Hawaiian organizations, and traditional Native American
religious leaders.            Notice  03/27/2017
Doug Domenech

Senior Advisor
US Department of the Interior
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DOI DAILY UPDATE FOR CABINET AFFAIRS – 3/28/17

Doug Domenech, Senior Advisor

 

Status of the Secretary

The Secretary will be in Washington Tuesday and Wednesday this week.  He will be in the US Virgin

Islands Thursday, Friday, and Saturday.

 

Tuesday 3/28: Office plus participate in the signing of Energy Executive Order with POTUS at EPA.

Wednesday: 3/29: Office.  Will sign several Secretarial Orders on energy noted below.

Media Announcements Today

 

Secretary Zinke Statement in Support of President Trump’s American Energy Executive Order

WASHINGTON - Today President Donald J. Trump, Secretary of the Interior Ryan Zinke, Administrator of

the Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) Scott Pruitt, and Department of Energy Secretary Rick Perry

announced a bold American energy Executive Order that will put our nation on track to full and

dominant American energy independence. The Executive Order calls on the Secretary of the Interior to

review the Bureau of Land Management’s 2016 moratorium on new coal leases on federal land and also

review three final rules from the Department regarding oil and gas production on both federal and

private land and the outer continental shelf.

 

On Wednesday the Secretary will sign several Secretarial Orders to reflect POTUS action on energy, with

press. These include.

 Lifting the Federal Coal Leasing Moratorium.

 Withdrawing previous Secretary’s Orders on Mitigation and oil & gas prohibitions.

 Announcing the reestablishing of the Royal Policy Committee.

 

Executive Orders

EO on Energy is on today.  Secretary will attend and speak.  At EPA.

 

Congressional Action Under the CRA

CRAs: Passed the House and Senate pending at the WH.

 FWS H.J.Res.69 - "Non-Subsistence Take of Wildlife, and Public Participation and Closure Procedures,

on National Wildlife Refuges in Alaska".  Understand this is headed to the Senate floor perhaps as

early as today.

CRA pending in the Senate:

 BLM Venting and Flaring Methane Rule

 

Secretary Meetings and Schedule 

3/30-4/1: Participate in the 100th Commemoration of the purchase of the Virgin Islands from Denmark.

The Danish Prime Minister will participate.

 

4/12-20: Tentative Western trip to California and the Southern Boarder.

Speaking Invitations

Accepted

3/30-31 U.S. Virgin Islands Transfer Centennial Commission (St. Croix, St. Thomas)
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4/3 North America's Building Trades Unions National Legislative Conference Remarks at the Washington

Hilton & Towers Hotel, timing TBD.

4/5-7 National Ocean Industries Assoc (NOIA) 2017 Annual Meeting (DC, Ritz Carlton)

4/27 NRA Leadership Forum, George World Congress Center in Atlanta, GA.

 

Regretted

3/28 Brookings Institute Conference on Water Regulations and Geopolitics (DC)

4/3 Interstate Mining Compact Commission (Williamsburg, VA)

 

Outstanding Invitations in Process

4/4 The Memorial Foundation Martin Luther King Jr. Wreath Laying (DC, MLK Memorial)

4/5 National Alliance of Forest Owners Board of Directors (DC)

4/5 Association of Equipment Distributors & Equipment Dealers Association (DC, Liaison Hotel)

4/5 National Parks Conservation Association Board of Trustees (DC)

4/13 Columbia University's Center on Global Energy Policy's Global Energy Summit (NYC)  

4/13-14 Arctic Encounter Symposium (Seattle, WA)

4/14 Montana State Meeting of the Society of American Foresters (Missoula, MT)
4/19 American Forest Resource Council 2017 Annual Meeting (Stevenson, WA)

4/24 National Mining Association Board of Directors Meeting (Naples, FL)

 

Sportsmen’s Event with VP: We are working on a possible announcement of $1.1 billion in funding for

hunting and fishing activities.

Emergency Management

In Florida, the Parliament Fire, which began March 18 on Big Cypress National Preserve in Florida (NPS),

has burned 26,471 (+100) acres and is 75 (+15)-percent contained. In addition to residential structures,

the fire continues to threaten an endangered species habitat. Full containment of this fire is expected on

March 29.

 

In Oklahoma, the Chupco Fire (BIA) began on March 19 in Lamar, OK, has burned 3,756 (+1,351) acres,

and is 80 (+20)-percent contained. The fire is being managed by a Type-3 IMT with 14 (+7) personnel

assigned, all of which are DOI personnel. There are 6 (no change) residential structures threatened. Full

containment was expected yesterday; however, no new containment date has been reported.

 

Also, in Seminole County, Oklahoma, the Walker Fire (BIA) began on March 22 and has burned 1,533 (no

change) acres. The fire is 60 (no change)-percent contained and managed by a Type-3 IMT with 17 (no

change) personnel assigned, all of which are DOI personnel. There are 5 (no change) residential

structures threatened. Full containment was expected yesterday; however, no new containment date

has been reported.

Media of Interest

Trump Expected To Sign Order Undoing Clean Power Plan Rule.

USA Today (3/27, King) reports that President Trump on Tuesday is expected to keep “a campaign vow

to undo the Obama administration’s aggressive attempts to reduce carbon emissions” by signing an

executive order “to roll back the Clean Power Plan rule.” Undoing the rule was a frequent promise last

year from Trump, who “told friendly crowds in coal-producing states that lifting carbon restrictions

would not only keep energy costs affordable but also help revitalize the coal industry and the

communities economically ravaged by environmental regulations.”
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Utah Gov. Herbert Asks Secretary Zinke To Visit Bears Ears.

The AP (3/27) reports that during his visit to Washington this week, Utah Gov. Gary Herbert urged

Interior Secretary Ryan Zinke to visit the Bears Ears National Monument. Herbert said “Zinke seems to

agree with Utah officials that the sacred tribal lands at Bears Ears need protections,” but Herbert “wants

to see Congress designation protections, not a president.” Herbert told reporters “that he did not speak

one-on-one” with President Trump “about a push from Utah GOP officials to repeal the southern Utah

monument.”

Dakota Access Pipeline Prepares For Service.

Bloomberg News (3/27, Loh, Tobben, Natter) reports a Monday court filing shows that the Dakota

Access pipeline is preparing for service, a move that comes less than a week after the State Department

issued a presidential permit to approve the Keystone XL pipeline. Bloomberg says the President’s

support of both projects “represents a dramatic reversal from former President Barack Obama’s

opposition to them on environmental grounds.” Analysts say that while oil output from North Dakota’s

Bakken shale region has decreased 23 percent from its peak, the pipeline’s opening is likely to spur more

production as costs of transportation, in the form of rail shipments up until now, decrease. As Bakken oil

is shipped south, Texas oil prices may fall enough to open markets overseas.

Eight Fishery Management Councils Decry Marine Monuments.

The Gloucester (MA) Times (3/27, Horgan) reports that the chairmen of the eight regional fishery

management councils have sent a letter to President Trump “decrying the use of the Antiquities Act to

create new marine national monuments and characterizing it as a disruptive end-run around traditional

fishery management practices.” The letter “flatly states the use of the Antiquities Act impedes the

councils from performing their statutory duties as set out in the Magnuson-Stevens Fishery

Conservation and Management Act (MSA).” The letter stated, “Designation of marine national

monuments that prohibit fishing have disrupted the ability of the councils to manage fisheries

throughout their range, as required by MSA and in an eco-system manner. Our experience with marine

monument designations to date is that they are counter-productive to domestic fishery goals, as they

have displaced and concentrated U.S. fishing effort into less productive fishing grounds and increased

dependency on foreign fisheries that are not as sustainably managed as United States fisheries.”

 

Newhouse Opposes Grizzly Bear Restoration.

The Salem (OR) Capital Press (3/27, Wheat) reports that “a federal plan to restore and reintroduce

grizzly bears to the North Cascade Mountains is opposed by U.S. Rep. Dan Newhouse.” According to

Newhouse, the National Park Service and U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service are moving forward with the

restoration plan “without supporting sound science or adequate public meetings.” Newhouse sent a

letter on March 27 to Karen Taylor-Goodrich, superintendent of the North Cascades National Park

Service Complex, expressing his “firm opposition” to the plan.

 

Trump Signs Bills Rolling Back Obama-Era Regulations.

USA Today (3/27, Korte) reports that President Trump on Monday signed four bills which “rolled back

more Obama-era regulations.” As he signed the measures, which “reverse rules on education, land use

and federal purchasing,” Trump promised to “remove every job-killing regulation we can find,” and said

more such bills are on the way. The Washington Times (3/27, Miller) says Trump “relished signing the

deregulation orders that were passed under the rarely-used Congressional Review Act that fast-tracks

disapproval of regulations.” The bills Trump signed Monday “rolled back the ‘Fair Pay and Safe

Workplaces’ rule,” which “barred federal contracts to companies with a record of breaking wage, labor

or safety laws”; the “so-called ‘Panning 2.0’ rule,” which “gave the Bureau of Land Management more
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power over land use”; and two other measures which “did away with Department of Education power

over teacher training and state accountability requirements under the Every Student Succeeds Act.”

 

White House Communications Report (sent to WH Comms, Monday.)

 

No report provided.

 

Federal Register Notices Cleared for Publishing (None Significant)

Items were cleared for the Federal Register on Monday.

 

REG0006848 BLM Notice of Realty Action; Recreation and Public Purposes Act Classification for

Conveyance of Public Lands in Cibola County, New Mexico Cibola County, New Mexico proposes to use

211.73 acres of public land through the Recreation and Public Purposes Act (R&PP) to develop a public

shooting range, including an archery range, a trap and skeet field, a main office with a classroom, and a

multi-purpose building open to the public.  This request has Congressional interest. Notice

03/27/2017

 

REG0006863 NPS Native American Graves Protection and Repatriation Review Committee:  Notice

of Nomination Solicitation: Tribal. This notice is required by the Native American Graves Protection and

Repatriation Act (NAGPRA) to solicit nominations to the NAGPRA Committee.  Congress requires the

Secretary of the Interior to appoint members nominated by Indian tribes, Native Hawaiian

organizations, and traditional Native American religious leaders. Notice 03/27/2017
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