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Carrie, Vicki and Joann,

Here are the draft Director Information Memo, response to San Juan County and response to the

Bears Ears Commission.  Let me know if there are questions or concerns.  Thank you.  ed

On Thu, Sep 21, 2017 at 7:34 AM, Perea-Richmann, Joann <jperearichmann@blm.gov> wrote:

Ed,

Do we have anything to upload on this?

--
Joann Perea Richmann
Executive Assistant for the
BLM, Utah State Director
  and
Associate State Director
Salt Lake City, UT 84101

801 539 4010

Warning:  This email may contain Privacy Act Sensitive Data, which is

intended for the use of the individual to which it is addressed.  It may

contain information that is privileged, confidential or otherwise protected

under applicable laws.

---------- Forwarded message ----------

From: Briggs, Vickie <vbriggs@blm.gov>

Date: Thu, Sep 21, 2017 at 6:50 AM
Subject: BLM 12117 BEC and San Juan County re Bears Ears

To: Joann Perea-Richmann <jperearichmann@blm.gov>

Any progress on the draft replies for these letters?   The replies were to be uploaded to DTS by

Sept 14.
Thanks for your help.

--
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Vickie Briggs
BLM Correspondence Office

202-208-6671

--
Ed Roberson,

Utah BLM State Director

Office Phone:  801-539-4010
Cell Phone: 801-641-3846
Website: https://www.blm.gov/utah
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>>>>Response to San Juan County – written as response from Sec. Zinke<<<<

 

Thank you for your letter to Secretary Ryan Zinke dated July 5, 2017.  I was asked to respond to you on

the Secretary’s behalf.  The Bureau of Land Management (BLM) and the U.S. Forest Service (USFS)

have not initiated preparation of a management plan for the Bears Ears National Monument (BENM). The

Secretary has completed his review of the monument, as directed by Executive Order 13792, and made a

final recommendation to the President.  However, the development of resource management plan will not

start until sometime after the President makes a final decision on the future of the Monument. When a

decision is made to proceed with land use planning, the BLM is committed to meet, and exceed, its

coordination responsibilities with tribes, as required by law.

On June 28th-30th, representatives of the BLM and USFS conducted a field tour with the Bears Ears

Commission (Commission) to some cultural sites located in the BENM. The purpose of the trip was to

serve as a listening session with the Tribes about recreation use at some cultural sites.

Visitation to public lands in the BLM Monticello Field Office has been steadily increasing the past few

years and designation of the BENM has amplified interest in the area.  In an effort to protect the integrity

of cultural resources and improve visitor experiences, the Monticello Field Office has been implementing

stabilization and protection practices and is proposing to make recreational improvements at some sites,

such as construction of a parking area and restroom at Mule Canyon/House on Fire. In compliance with

Section 106 of the National Historic Preservation Act (NHPA) and the existing monument proclamation,

the agencies must consult with the Tribes on all Federal undertakings and coordinate with the

Commission.

The field trip conducted was part of this Tribal consultation and coordination effort. Visiting sites on the

ground provided Tribal leaders with an opportunity to share their thoughts and concerns about individual

sites. This information will be used to consider the type of additional protection practices and recreational

improvements that may be needed at different locations. Please continue to work with the Utah BLM and

the Monticello Field Office as they move forward with planning and other activities in the BENM

consistent with the President’s final decision.

Thank you again for your interest in BENM. If you have any additional questions please contact…
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>>>>Response to Bears Ears Commission to Sec. Zinke – written as response from BLM Director<<<<

 

Thank you for your letter Secretary Ryan Zinke dated August 31, 2017.  I have been asked by the

Secretary to respond to you.  The Bureau of Land Management (BLM) and the U.S. Forest Service

(USFS) have not initiated preparation of a resource management plan for the Bears Ears National

Monument (BENM). The Secretary has completed his review of the monument, as directed by Executive

Order 13792, and made a final recommendation to the President.  However, the development of resource

management plan will not start until sometime after the President makes a final decision on the future of

the Monument. When a decision is made to proceed with land use planning, the BLM is committed to

meet, and exceed, its coordination responsibilities with tribes, as required by law.

Although a land use planning process has not been initiated, it is my understanding that BLM and USFS

officials at the State and local level have been collaborating with the Bears Ears Commission

(Commission) on many ongoing management decisions effecting lands within the BENM.  I fully support

federal agency officials continuing to work with the Commission and other Tribal leaders to ensure

protection of Indian sacred sites and traditional cultural properties, and provide access to members of

Indian tribes for traditional cultural and customary uses.

In addition to attending several meetings, I am aware that federal agency officials conducted a field tour

June 28th-30th, with the Commission to visit to some cultural sites that have been impacted by increased

visitation.  I know that visitation to public lands has been steadily increasing the past few years and

designation of the BENM has amplified interest in the area.  In an effort to protect the integrity of cultural

resources and improve visitor experiences, the Monticello Field Office has been implementing

stabilization and protection practices and is proposing to make recreational improvements at some sites,

such as construction of a parking area and restroom at Mule Canyon/House on Fire. Collaboration with

the Commission and other interested Tribes on these projects is imperative.

The Secretary of the Interior, and I as acting BLM Director value the input the input of American Indian

tribes and I am committed to ensuring that the Department is an effective partner.  Please continue to

work with the Utah BLM as they move forward with planning and other activities in the BENM

consistent with the President’s final decision.

 If you have any additional questions please contact …
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