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○ Oil and gas. There are currently no producing oil and gas wells within the Monument.

The most recent well was drilled in 1996 and in the past 50 years, only four oil wells

have been drilled; none were developed.  There are several parcels with existing leases

for oil and gas, and development on those existing leases could occur.  Additionally, an

application for permit to drill (APD) was approved in February 2016 for a lease that

expires in 2020, though no wells have yet been drilled.8

○ Geothermal. The area included in the Monument is within an area identified by USGS as

having medium geothermal favorability.9

● Non fuel minerals.

○ While there has been historic mining in the area by early European and American settlers,

there has been no recent locatable mineral production on lands within the Monument

boundaries.  

○ There are three existing gravel pits that are used by Lincoln County for road maintenance

but are not sold pursuant to any market activities.  The sand and gravel permits were

issued in 2012 to Lincoln County for ten years. They will expire in 2022.

● Timber. There is no commercial timber production in BARNM but timber harvest activities such

as non commercial Christmas tree cutting and collection of wood for posts and firewood are

allowed by permit.  The Monument proclamation allows for the continuation of all pre

designation timber activities. 

● Grazing. The allotments that are wholly or partially contained within the boundaries of BARNM

include approximately 32,000 permitted Animal Unit Month (AUMs).10  About 10,200 AUMs

were billed in FY 2016.  Those AUMs were associated with economic output of about $2.1

million and supported about 27 jobs.  The Monument proclamation allows for the continuation of

all pre designation grazing activities, including use of motorized vehicles, construction and

maintenance of stock watering facilities, and construction of fences and other range

improvements related to grazing operations. 

● Tribal cultural, archeological, and historic resources.  Numerous tribes have ties to the

BARNM area and the Monument contains resources that continue to be utilized by contemporary

Native Americans.  As over 90% of the Monument has not been inventoried for cultural

resources, it is likely that there are many unknown cultural resources that have been neither

documented nor evaluated for inclusion in the National Register of Historic Places.11

Documented resources include prehistoric and historic artifacts and sites.  There are two

archaeological districts and several sites within the Monument to view petroglyphs.  Traces of

early Euro American settlement, including mining structures, and the continuation of ranching

lifestyles dating back to the late 19th century, also exist on the Monument.  American artist

Michael Heizer has been granted a Conservation Easement for his private land within BARNM,

                                               
8 BLM data.
9 https://pubs.usgs.gov/fs/2008/3082/. 
10 BLM measures an AUM as the amount of forage needed to sustain one cow and her calf, one domestic horse, or 5

sheep or goats for one month. https://www.blm.gov/programs/natural-resources/rangelands-and-grazing/livestock-
grazing/fees-and-distribution.
11 BLM data.
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