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Respect Wildlife

Dispose of Waste Properly

Be Considerate of Other Visitors
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CAMPING ON BLM PUBLIC LANDS
IN COLORADO

There are more than 8 million acres of public land

in Colorado, most of which is available for camping.

This brochure is published by the Bureau of Land
Management (BLM) to help you enjoy camping on public
lands, while preserving the quality of those lands for
future generations.

There are several options for staying overnight on public
lands managed by the BLM in Colorado. You can camp
within a vehicle, trailer, tent, or under the stars. You

can enjoy a developed campground or any number of
dispersed (undeveloped) sites, backpack or camp on

a remote trail. Depending on where you go, available
facilities and services vary widely. Please think about the
following considerations as you decide what best fits

your particular recreation outing.
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DEVELOPED AND UNDEVELOPED
CAMPSITES

Building your camping adventure around your vehicle is
one popular way to enjoy your public lands. Developed
campgrounds have a variety of facilities available: a
toilet, picnic tables, a fire ring, potable water, tent pads,
and garbage cans. These sites may require a daily fee,
which helps fund the care and maintenance of the site.
You can also find developed campgrounds in nearby
communities or on lands managed by other agencies.
Developed site camping carries responsibilities for being
a good neighbor to your fellow campers, and leaving a
clean campsite for the next visitors.

Although the BLM builds and manages campgrounds

on the public lands in some areas, not all recreation
attractions have developed recreation sites nearby.
Undeveloped sites are normally recognized by a hardened
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surface with no vegetation where others have already
camped. Please use pre-existing campfire rings, and
make sure you know fire restrictions that may be in place
in your area. Camping at an undeveloped site brings the
additional responsibility of packing out what you pack in,
and properly disposing of human waste. Please observe
the Leave No Trace Skills and Ethics guidelines outlined
on the back of this brochure.

CAMPING

Whether you take a short hike, an extended backpack
trip, or mountain bike into the backcountry, more remote
camping requires a greater level of preparation, additional
gear and equipment, and more knowledge about how

to care for yourself and the environment. Backcountry
camping also carries an obligation to leave areas looking
as you found them or even better for the next visitor

to enjoy.



