
Alaska
Unalakleet National Wild River
Unalakleet River
T he clea r, sm ooth wa ters of the U n a la kleet
Na tion a l Wild River m ea n der gen tly a m on g
the rollin g Nula to Hills a n d a cross b roa d
expa n ses of a rctic tun dra  to the sea side
villa ge of U n a la kleet, Ala ska , a t the rocky
shores of the Norton  S oun d. Loca ted 400
m iles from  An chora ge, the villa ge of
U n a la kleet ha s a pproxim a tely 800 people
a n d is a ccessib le on ly b y pla n e.
T he hea dwa ters of the U n a la kleet River
origin a te in  the Nula to Hills. T hese rollin g
hills divide ra in fa ll a n d sn ow m elt b etween
the Norton  S oun d a n d the Y ukon  River
b a sin . At this poin t, the river is swift a n d
cha n n elized, on ce it rea ches the va lley
floor it b egin s to m ea n der. For m ost of its
len gth, the river ha s a  va ryin g pool/riffle
n a ture, which offers a  grea t diversity of
river cha ra cteristics, b oa tin g skills, a n d
fishin g opportun ities.
T he a rea ’s rem ote loca tion  in  western
Ala ska  m ea n s tha t visitors a re un likely to
m eet other recrea tion ists while on  their
journ ey. However, tra velers will likely
en coun ter fisherm en  a n d loca l tra velers in
power b oa ts a lon g the lower rea ches of
the river.
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M a p Da te: 3/23/2017
M a p Coordin a te S ystem : NAD 1983 U T M  Z on e 4N

U n a la kleet Na tion a l Wild RiverContact Information
Burea u of La n d M a n a gem en t
An chora ge Field Office
4700 BLM  Roa d
An chora ge, AK   99507
Phon e: 907-267-1246
https://www.b lm .gov/a la ska
Ala ska  Depa rtm en t of Fish & Ga m e
Fa irb a n ks Office
1300 College Rd 
Fa irb a n ks, Ala ska  99701-1551
Phon e: 907-459-7206
http://www.a dfg.a la ska .gov
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Climate
T he n a m e U n a la kleet is a n  In upia q word
m ea n in g "pla ce where the ea st win d
b lows." S um m er tem pera tures a vera ge
from  40° to 60° F. Ra in  is com m on
throughout the sum m er a n d va ries b etween
a  light m ist a n d a  hea vy down pour.
Wea ther con dition s ca n  cha n ge quickly
a n d sum m er storm s ca n  ca use wa ter levels
to rise ra pidly, crea tin g poten tia l floa tin g
ha za rds.

Camping
T here a re n o esta b lished ca m psites or
pub lic fa cilities a lon g the river corridor.
T he U n a la kleet Na tion a l Wild River
corridor en ds a t its con fluen ce with the
Chiroskey River, 24 river m iles from  the
villa ge of U n a la kleet. In  the wild river
corridor a n d b elow the Chiroskey River,
there a re in dividua l Na tive a llotm en ts
which a re priva te. Con ta ct the U n a la kleet
Na tive Corpora tion  for perm ission  to ca m p
on  Ala ska  Na tive la n ds b elow the
Chiroskey River.

Summer Recreation
T he U n a la kleet River supports such
a ctivities a s fishin g, b oa tin g, a n d ca m pin g.
T he b est tim e to visit is July through m id-
S eptem b er to ta ke full a dva n ta ge of the
m idn ight sun shin e a n d discover wha t is
con sidered to b e on e of the grea t sa lm on
run s in  Ala ska .
Winter Recreation
T he frozen  U n a la kleet River com es a live
in  win ter with the joyful cries of sled dogs
a s the historic Idita rod T ra il S led Dog Ra ce
pa ra llels the frozen  river en  route to the
fin ish lin e in  Nom e. Popula r win ter
a ctivities a lon g the river corridor in clude
sn owm ob ilin g, dog m ushin g, ice fishin g,
hun tin g a n d tra ppin g.

Resource Management
T he upper 81 river m iles of the U n a la kleet
a re design a ted a  Na tion a l Wild River a n d
a dm in istered b y the Burea u of La n d
M a n a gem en t. A "wild river" is free of
im poun dm en ts, gen era lly in a ccessib le
except b y tra il, with prim itive wa tersheds
a n d shorelin es, a n d ha s un polluted wa ters.
T he BLM  m a n a ges the U n a la kleet Na tion a l
Wild River to provide high-qua lity prim itive
recrea tion  opportun ities, protect wa ter
qua lity, protect historic a n d a rcha eologica l
va lues, a n d preserve the rem a rka b le
resources for which the river wa s
design a ted.

Public Shelter Cabin

Iditarod National Historic Trail
T he Idita rod Na tion a l Historic T ra il
com m em ora tes a  2,300-m ile system  of
win ter tra ils tha t first con n ected a n cien t
Ala ska  Na tive villa ges, open ed up Ala ska
for the la st grea t Am erica n  gold rush, a n d
n ow pla ys a  vita l role for tra vel a n d
recrea tion  in  m odern  da y Ala ska .
T he Idita rod Na tion a l Historic T ra il run s
a lon gside the U n a la kleet River to the
Berin g S ea  coa st. T he tra il wa s on ce used
b y Ala ska  Na tive hun ters, Russia n
explorers a n d gold seekers.

Old Woman Cabin
Built a t the b a se of the
sm a ll m oun ta in  it is
n a m ed for, this 12 ft. x
16 ft. ca b in  is a n other
fa vorite of tra il tra velers.
S leeps 6 to 8. Open  to
a ll for n on -exclusive (sha red) use; n o fee.
Win ter on ly.  Approxim a tely 35 tra il m iles
from  U n a la kleet.
Tripod Flats Cabin
T his 12 ft. x 14 ft. ha n d-
peeled a n d n otched log
ca b in  is loca ted a  short
dista n ce off the m a in
tra il on  a  south-fa cin g
hill. S leeps 4 to 6. Open  to a ll for n on -
exclusive (sha red) use; n o fee. Win ter
on ly. Approxim a tely 26 tra il m iles from
K a lta g.

Fishing
Fishin g is excellen t for chin ook, coho,
chum  a n d pin k sa lm on . Arctic gra ylin g
a n d Dolly Va rden  a re a lso plen tiful. 

Roa d
Idita rod Na tion a l Historic T ra il
Wild a n d S cen ic River
Wild a n d S cen ic River Corridor
Ga m e M a n a gem en t U n it (7/1/2016)
U S GS  1:63,360 In dex
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Fish a n d Wildlife S ervice
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Na tive La n ds
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S ta te of Ala ska

T here a re a pproxim a tely 3.6 m illion  m iles of
strea m s in  the U n ited S ta tes; 1.1 m illion  a re
a t lea st five m iles in  len gth. On ly 12,709 m iles
a re protected b y the Wild & S cen ic Rivers Act.

Kaltag Portage
T he U n a la kleet River is loca ted within  the
K a lta g Porta ge, which ha s b een  a n
im porta n t route for tra vel, tra n sporta tion ,
a n d tra de b etween  Norton  S oun d a n d
In terior Ala ska  for thousa n ds of yea rs. It
served a s a  vita l lin k b etween  the Iñ upia t
a n d Y up'ik of the coa st, a n d the Y ukon
River a n d Atha b a sca n  groups in  the
In terior. Durin g the historic period, the
K a lta g Porta ge wa s used a s a  route for
b oth the historic Idita rod T ra il a n d the
Wa shin gton -Ala ska  M ilita ry Ca b le a n d
T elegra ph S ystem  (WAM CAT S ). 
Toda y, the U n a la kleet River a n d the
K a lta g Porta ge a re regula rly used b y loca l
people for hun tin g, tra ppin g, a n d
sub sisten ce a ccess a n d win ter tra vel
b etween  villa ges for socia l a n d fa m ily
a ctivities. 

Disclaimer:  No wa rra n ty is m a de b y the Burea u of La n d M a n a gem en t a s to the a ccura cy, relia b ility, or com pleten ess of these da ta  for in dividua l or a ggrega te use
with other da ta . Origin a l da ta  were com piled from  va rious sources. T his in form a tion  m a y n ot m eet Na tion a l M a p Accura cy S ta n da rds. T his product wa s developed
through digita l m ea n s a n d m a y b e upda ted without n otifica tion . T he in form a tion  displa yed on  this m a p should b e used for gra phic displa y on ly.  For officia l la n d
sta tus in form a tion , refer to Ca da stra l S urvey pla ts, M a ster T itle Pla ts, a n d la n dsta tus ca se-files.

M a p n ot b e used to determ in e
federa l sub sisten ce hun tin g a rea s.


