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U .S. DEPART MENT  OF T HE INT ERIOR  |  BU REAU  OF L AND MANAGEMENT
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National Petroleum Reserve in Alaska
Form erly known a s the Na va l Petroleum
Reserve No. 4, the Na tiona l Petroleum
Reserve in Ala ska  (NPR-A)  is now a  
va st ~23-m illion-a c re a rea  on Ala ska 's
North Slop e. In 1923, m ind ful of the la nd 's
c onc eiva b le p etroleum  va lue, Presid ent
Ha rd ing set a sid e this a rea  a s a n
em ergenc y oil sup p ly for the U .S. Na vy.
In 1976, in a c c ord a nc e with the Na va l
Petroleum  Reserves Prod uc tion Act,
a d m inistra tion of the reserve wa s
tra nsferred  to the Dep a rtm ent of the
Interior's Burea u of L a nd  Ma na gem ent
a nd  rena m ed  the NPR-A.

Na tiona l Petroleum  Reserve - Ala skaNorth Slop e Com m unities
BL M Sum m er Field  Sta tion
(a d m inistra tive use only)
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Floating Opportunities
Severa l rivers p rovid e floa ting
op p ortunities. Most a re loc a ted  in the
southern p a rt of the NPR-A.
Com m erc ia l guid es offer trip s to:
-Kokolik River
-U p p er Nigu River to the m outh of the
 Etivluk a nd  Colville rivers 
-U tukok River 
-Kukp owruk a nd  Pitm egea  rivers  
-South shore of T eshekp uk L a ke 
-Pik Dunes Ma p  Da te: 9/16/2019

Ma p  Coord ina te System : NAD 1983 U T M Zone 4N

Contact Information
Burea u of L a nd  Ma na gem ent
Fa irb a nks Distric t Offic e
222 U niversity Avenue
Fa irb a nks, Ala ska  99709
Phone: 907-474-2200
http s://www.b lm .gov/a la ska
Ala ska  Dep a rtm ent of Fish & Ga m e
Fa irb a nks Offic e
1300 College Rd  
Fa irb a nks, Ala ska  99701-1551
Phone: 907-459-7206
http ://www.a d fg.a la ska .gov

Disclaimer:  No wa rra nty is m a d e b y the Burea u of L a nd  Ma na gem ent a s to the a c c ura c y, relia b ility, or c om p leteness of these d a ta  for ind ivid ua l or a ggrega te use with other d a ta .
Origina l d a ta  were c om p iled  from  va rious sourc es. T his inform a tion m a y not m eet Na tiona l Ma p  Ac c ura c y Sta nd a rd s. T his p rod uc t wa s d evelop ed  through d igita l m ea ns a nd  m a y b e 
up d a ted  without notific a tion. T he inform a tion d isp la yed  on this m a p  should  b e used  for gra p hic  d isp la y only.  For offic ia l la nd  sta tus inform a tion, refer to Ca d a stra l Survey p la ts,
Ma ster T itle Pla ts, a nd  la nd sta tus c a se-files.

Ma p  not to b e used  to d eterm ine fed era l subsistenc e hunting a rea s.

T here a re no m a rked  tra ils in NPR-A,
a nd  the terra in is d iffic ult, c onsisting of
tussoc k tund ra  or m ounta inous a rea s. 
V isitors m ust p ossess knowled ge a nd
skill in b a c k c ountry hiking, c a m p ing, 
a nd  na viga tion. 
U nless using the servic es of a  c om m erc ia l
guid e, visitors a re enc oura ged  to file a  trip
p la n inc lud ing instructions on how to notify
sea rc h a nd  rescue if overd ue. V isitors a re 
a lso enc oura ged  to c a rry a  p ersona l
loc a tor b ea c on.

Be respectful of 
the land and the
people who live here.  

T he NPR-A’s northea stern c orner is hom e
to a c tive oil field  op era tions with a c c ess
only p erm itted  for a uthorized  p ersonnel.

Conflict Avoidance
Flying into the NPR-A is a  c om m on wa y
to a c c ess this rem ote la nd sc a p e.  
Aircra ft use nea r NPR-A c om m unities 
a nd  a long subsistenc e rivers is a
sensitive issue, a nd  BL M works with 
c om m unities a nd  users to a void  c onflic t. 
Plea se a void  flying low over hunting a rea s
or a long rivers when m oose or c a rib ou
hunters a re a ctive (July - Sep tem b er). 
Be sensitive to the need s of loc a l p eop le.
If you see p eop le on the ground , on a  la ke
or on a  river, m a ke a n extra  effort to a void
them . Keep  in m ind  tha t p eop le on the 
ground  hea r a nd  see a irc ra ft long b efore
p ilots see them . 
If you see c a rib ou, p lea se d ivert your p a th
to a void  c om ing a ny c loser to them .

Central Arctic Management Area (CAMA)
T he ~250,000-a c re CAMA wild erness stud y
a rea (WSA) inc lud es BL M-m a na ged  p ub lic  la nd s
west of the Kilik River a nd  is p a rt of the BL M’s
Na tiona l L a nd sc a p e Conserva tion System . 

Bend of the Kiligwa River
(photo courtesy of ArcticWild)

Packrafters on the Utukok River

Sea sona l c om m unity winter a c c ess tra ils
to som e North Slop e c om m unities in the
NPR-A a re p rovid ed  a s a  c ourtesy to
resid ents b y a  North Slop e Borough a nd
p riva te ind ustry p a rtnership  p erm itted
through the BL M. Genera l p ub lic  a c c ess
is not a llowed .

Greater Moose's Tooth 1
(photo courtesy of ConocoPhillips)

An aerial view of a naturally occurring oil
seep.

Subsistence hunter near Atqasuk.

Consistent with a ir sa fety rules a nd  m ission
requirem ents, p lea se try to m a inta in a n
a ltitud e of 2,500 feet or m ore a b ove ground
level.
When la nd ing, ta ke the tim e to sc out out 
the surround ing a rea  to m a ke sure you m a y
not b e setting d own next to a  subsistenc e
c a m p  site or a n a rea  a c tively b eing hunted .
Plea se rem ind  p ilots a nd  a irc ra ft m a na gers
of the situa tion so tha t they too c a n b e
looking out for p ossib le c onflic ts. 

Recreation Opportunities
T he va st Arctic  region of the NPR-A 
offers unique rec rea tiona l op p ortunities.
T he rec rea tion exp erienc e is p rim itive, 
a nd  the entire a rea  is c onsid ered  a n 
unm od ified  na tura l environm ent.
Ind ivid ua l users ra rely, if ever, 
enc ounter other rec rea tionists.
NPR-A is op en to b a c kp a c king/hiking,
b oa ting/floa ting, sight-seeing, a nd
wild life viewing.
T here a re no servic es or d evelop ed
fa c ilities for rec rea tion in the NPR-A.
If you pack it in, then pack it out.
See www.blm.gov/learn/outdoor-ethics
for tips.


