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Taylor Highway
From its sta rt nea r the T a na na  R iver to its
end a t the Y ukon R iver, the T a ylor is a
highwa y built a round, next to, over, a nd
beca use of rivers. It provides tra velers
with unpa ra lleled a ccess not only to the
mighty Y ukon but a lso the Fortymile W ild
a nd S cenic R iver, a  wa tercourse tha t ha s
sha ped this region in wa ys a s deep a s the
va lleys it ha s ca rved through the Y ukon-
T a na na  Upla nds. T ra vel the T a ylor
Highwa y's twisty pa th, a nd you'll pa ss
through some of the sta te's most interesting
history while enjoying gorgeous scenery
a long the wa y. 
S ome tra velers follow the T a ylor Highwa y
to its end in the historic villa ge of Ea gle,
home of historic Fort Egbert. Others turn
off a t its junction with the Top of the W orld
Highwa y, which continues into Y ukon
Territory a nd the K londike Gold R ush town
of Da wson City. Either wa y, be prepa red for
a n unforgetta ble trip through the Fortymile
country.
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Miles

T he T a ylor Highwa y is open sea sona lly
from April to mid-October.
 
Beyond milepost 64 the T a ylor Highwa y is
a  gra vel roa d. Conditions ra nge from good
to poor depending upon ma intena nce a nd
wea ther conditions. T he roa d becomes
na rrow a nd winding, pa rticula rly north of
J a ck W a de J unction. Use ca ution a nd
tra vel slowly, especia lly on ha irpin curves.
R emember tha t you a re sha ring the roa d
with recrea tiona l vehicles, tour buses, fuel
trucks, bicyclists, a nd possibly moose or
ca ribou!
Be prepa red for limited fa cilities for ga s
a nd tire repa ir, drinking wa ter, a nd tra sh
disposa l. BLM ca mpgrounds offer minima l
fa cilities, a nd tra velers a re a dvised to ca rry
their own wa ter supply a nd be prepa red to
pa ck out their own tra sh. R V tra velers
should fill their ga s ta nks a nd use dump
sta tions before tra veling the T a ylor Highwa y.

Know Before You Go!

Fortymile Wild and Scenic River
Gold R ush prospectors ga ve the Fortymile
R iver its na me beca use it joins the Y ukon
R iver a bout 40 miles below Fort R elia nce,
a n old Ca na dia n tra ding post. In 1980, 392
miles of the river in ea st-centra l Ala ska
were designa ted a s a  W ild a nd S cenic
R iver by the Ala ska  Na tiona l Interest
La nds Conserva tion Act. T he BLM
ma na ges the wild a nd scenic river corridor
a s well a s three ca mpgrounds a nd Fort
Egbert in the Ea gle Historic District
Na tiona l Historic La ndma rk.
Toda y's visitors ca n find rela xa tion,
a dventure or a  touch of the pa st in the
Fortymile region, which provided Interior
Ala ska 's first gold rush in 1886. Floa t trips
on the Fortymile W ild a nd S cenic R iver
offer scenic bea uty, solitude a nd glimpses
of gold-mining dredges, turn-of-the-century
tra pper ca bins a nd a ba ndoned townsites.
T hrea ding through this rugged la ndsca pe,
the twisty a nd picturesque T a ylor Highwa y
lea ds motorists into the hea rt of the
Fortymile a nd over America n S ummit to
the historic town of Ea gle on the Y ukon
R iver. T he Top of the W orld Highwa y forks
off the T a ylor Highwa y, a llowing a ccess to
Da wson City in Ca na da 's Y ukon Territory.

Campgrounds
West Fork Campground (MP 49)
T his ca mpground ha s seven pull-through
spa ces, 18 ba ck-in spa ces, a nd
outhouses. A nea rby sma ll la ke is often
home to moose a nd trumpeter swa ns.
Approxima tely one-qua rter mile from the
ca mpground is the W est Fork bridge, a n
a ccess point for the Fortymile Na tiona l
W ild, S cenic a nd R ecrea tiona l R iver.
Walker Fork Campground (MP 82)
Eighteen sites, outhouses, a nd a  picnic
a rea  occupy the site of wha t wa s once the
La ssen a irstrip. Y ea r-round a ir service to
this site eventua lly repla ced the sleds tha t
delivered equipment a nd fuel to mining
ca mps on nea rby J a ck W a de Creek during
the winter.

Eagle Campground (MP 160)
T his ca mpground ha s 18 sites a nd severa l
outhouses within wa lking dista nce of
historic Fort Egbert a nd the villa ge of Ea gle.

Fort Egbert
In 1899 the Fortymile region a nd upper
Y ukon va lley were a wa sh with gold miners
a nd settlers lured in by the K londike Gold
R ush. R eports of la wlessness a mong the
newcomers eventua lly rea ched
W a shington D.C. through the tortuously
slow communica tions a va ila ble a t the time.
T he Army's response, the esta blishment of
Fort Egbert on the Y ukon R iver a  few miles
from Ca na da , wa s to bring profound
cha nges to the region a nd resha pe
Ala ska 's ties to the rest of the na tion.
Although the fort wa s la rgely a ba ndoned in
1911, a n Army S igna l Corps contingent
rema ined there to opera te a  telegra ph a nd

Visiting Fort Egbert
Its soldiers long gone, its telegra ph link to
the na tion now repla ced by high-speed
Internet, Fort Egbert is toda y a  pea ceful
pla ce for a  stroll through Ala ska 's pa st.
T he ruins of the fort hospita l a re overgrown
with forest, a nd the former pa ra de ground

Pedro Dredge No. 4 in Chicken

S outh Fork of the Fortymile

W a lker Fork Ca mpground

T he K ink

T he Chute ra pids

The Chute
T he Chute ra pids a re a bout a  ha lf-mile
below the confluence of the Middle a nd
North forks, where the river stra ightens
from a  turn to the right a s you fa ce
downstrea m. Ca noeists genera lly should
porta ge this cla ss III wa ter using either
ba nk.

The Kink
T he K ink is big wa ter, with severa l drops over
three feet a nd recircula ting hydra ulics. It is
ra rely runna ble a nd should be porta ged on the
right ba nk.
T he K ink wa s formed in 1898 by Da nish
prospectors who bla sted a  ga p through a  100-
foot-high rock ridge, dra ining a  river bend they
wa nted to mine.

Points of Interest

wireless sta tion until 1925. Toda y the BLM,
in coopera tion with the loca l Ea gle
Historica l S ociety a nd Museums, ma na ges
five restored structures a t Fort Egbert,
which is pa rt of the Ea gle Historic District
Na tiona l Historic La ndma rk. Exhibits, a n
interpretive tra il, a nd a  ca mpground a re
a va ila ble for visitors.

Compa ny L, 7th Infa ntry, musters in front of its ba rra cks a t Fort Egbert in Ma rch 1900

now serves a s a  stra wberry pa tch a nd
gra ss a irstrip. Y et much of the Fort’s
fa scina ting history rema ins preserved in
the five buildings tha t ha ve survived more
tha n a  century of Interior Ala ska ’s ha rsh
winters.
 
You ca n explore the a rea  on your own or
ta ke a dva nta ge of the Ea gle Historica l
S ociety a nd Museums’ da ily wa lking tour
of the city, museum, a nd fort. T he two- to
three-hour guided tour sta rts a t the
Courthouse once da ily a t 9 a .m. from
Memoria l Da y through La bor Da y. For
more informa tion ca ll the Ea gle Historica l
S ociety a nd Museums a t 907-547-2325.

Did you know tha t the fa mous Ala ska
Highwa y, a lso known a s the “Alca n”, is not
the only wa y to drive to a nd from Ala ska ?
T he T a ylor Highwa y a lso links Ala ska  with
Ca na da  via  the Top of the W orld Highwa y.

Fort Egbert Buildings
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