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The Denali Highway Road Conditions Denali View Nenana River

Susitna River Waterfowl Lakes

The Denali Highway parallels the south
side of the Alaska Range for its entire
135-mile length between Paxson and
Cantwell. Although it was once the
original travel route to Denali National
Park, today it is often overlooked by
many motorists. Nevertheless, this
highway rewards the leisurely traveler
with outstanding scenery, good
opportunities to view wildlife, and
majestic landscapes in all directions.
The highway also provides access to the
Gulkana and Delta Rivers at Tangle
Lakes, which straddle the highway 22
miles west of Paxson.

The highway is generally open from mid-
May to October 1; do not attempt to
travel the road by vehicle outside of
these dates as snowdrifts can block
your way and leave you stranded. The
road is paved only for the first 21 miles
west of Paxson and 3 miles east of the
Cantwell Junction. There are no fueling
options along the Denali Highway; plan
accordingly.

To get the latest information on the
Denali Road condition, phone 511 in the
state of Alaska, phone 1-866-282-7577
outside of the state. Or check the web at
http://511.alaska.gov

During clear weather, there are excellent
views of North America‘s highest peak

on this section of road. Approximately 80
percent of its 20,320’ elevation rises above
the surrounding landscape, making its
base-to-summit rise greater than that of
Mount Everest.

The Nenana is a glacial river whose
primary source is the Nenana Glacier. The
river flows into the Tanana River west of
Fairbanks. The Tanana River then flows
into the Yukon River and out to the Bering
Sea. The Nenana is not good for fishing
because it carries a heavy glacial silt load
during the summer, but its whitewater
rapids make it increasingly popular for
river running.

Brushkana Creek Campground
Located adjacent to Brushkana Creek at
MP 104. The country is very scenic with
the Alaska Range to the north. You may
encounter eagles, moose, caribou,
waterfowl, porcupine and more. This is

a favorite location for bird viewing.

Arctic Grayling are fished for in the creek.

Alaska Range Viewpoint (west)

Watch for a small hill on the north side of
the highway. The slight climb for about
600 yards is well worth the effort. You will
be rewarded with a breathtaking view of
Mount Deborah (12,339’), Mount Hess
(11,940’) and the Susitna River valley.

The river flows south from the Susitna
Glacier and the Alaska Range and
eventually turns west to flow through the
Talkeetna Mountains and then south to
Cook Inlet. The Susitna is not floatable
because of Devil's Canyon downstream.

Valdez Creek Mine Viewpoint

Look across the Susitna River to the
east for a view of the Valdez Creek gold
mine reclamation in the foothills of the
Clearwater Mountains. Originally
discovered by the Peter Monahan party
in 1903, about 495,000 Troy ounces of
gold were produced before the mine
closed in 1995.

Eskers

A sinuous ridge of silt, sand, gravel and
cobbles that were carried and deposited
by a stream that flowed within the glacier,
confined by walls of ice. Eskers along this
highway are some of North America’s
most outstanding examples.

These lakes and ponds are excellent
summer habitat for many species of
waterfowl and shorebirds. Look for the
interpretive sign on the north side of the

Clearwater Creek Wayside

Crazy Notch

The Maclaren Glacier once flowed
through the Maclaren River Valley and
deposited a lateral moraine, which is a

buildup of rocks on the sides of the glacier.

Crazy Notch was created when a glacial
stream cut through the moraine.

Maclaren Glacier Viewpoint

Tangle Lakes Campground

Tangle Lakes are connected by the
Tangle River and form the headwaters

of the Delta River. A boat launch provides
access to the lakes and is also the
designated put-in for the popular 30-mile
Delta National Wild and Scenic River
float trip.

Delta Wild and Scenic River Wayside
This BLM wayside is for day-use only (no
camping) and is equipped with a picnic
area and toilets. The boat launch provides
access and parking for extended
wilderness canoe trips in the Upper Tangle
Lakes system to the south, where
numerous lakes of all sizes provide
important wildlife habitat.

e e
S

Tangle Lakes Archaeological Distric
More than 500 archaeological sites
indicate that ancient peoples inhabited this
area for at least 10,000 years. Because
this district has some of the densest
concentrations of archaeological resources
in the North American subarctic, it is listed
on the National Register of Historic Places.
To protect these prehistoric reminders of

the past for -
further study, m
off-road vehicle

travel is limited to designated roads and
trails from MP 16 to MP 38.

Collection of artifacts is illegal.

Off-highway Vehicles

Off-highway vehicles have been used in
the TLAD and Denali Highway area for
decades. Travel in the BLM managed
TLAD is limited to four designated trails.
OHYV Travel is only allowed between
May 16 through October 15.

Wrangell Mountain Viewpoint

The Wrangell Mountains are about 78 air
miles to the southeast. Mount Sanford
(16,237’) is the prominent peak on the left,
Mount Drum (12,010’) is on the right. In
the center is Mount Wrangell (14,163’),
which occasionally releases steam. It is
the northernmost active volcano on the
Pacific Rim.

Alaska Range Viewpoint (east)

Several peaks in view have elevations
greater than 12,000 feet. This range
extends in a great arc from Cook Inlet
through the Mount McKinley massif and
on to the Canada border, a distance of
650 miles. The Gulkana Glacier, seen from
this point, was formed from the buildup of
snowfields high in the Alaska Range.

3] Consult current fishing regulations
™ before setting out on any fishing
trip. Regulation booklets are available
at all Alaska Department of Fish and
Game (ADFG) offices and most license
vendors.

Lake trout and grayling are found in many
lakes and streams along the Denali
Highway. For further information, consult
the BLM brochure Alaska Freshwater
Fishing or contact the Alaska Department
of Fish and Game.

https://www.blm.gov/ak/st/en/info/
gen_pubs/brochures.html

2 Expect to encounter subsistence

¥ hunting and harvest activities along
the highway from the beginning of August
until the road closes.

The Denali Highway and trails in the

area can be rough and dusty, with
wet, boggy areas and sharp rocks.
Mileposts and many trail heads are not
marked. Come prepared with adequate
maps, spare parts and repair equipment.

H The entire route presents outstanding

opportunities for scenic views of the
Alaska Range, boreal vegetation, glacial
features and wildlife.

Milepost (MP)
Road

Trans-Alaska Pipeline
(Pumpstation)

Trans-Alaska Pipeline
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Map not to be used to determine federal subsistence hunting areas.
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Alaska Department of Fish & Game
Glennallen Office

186.3 Glenn Highway
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