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This volume is the first in an Idabo Cultural Resource Series which

will present information to increase the public awareness of the cultural
resources on public lands. Volume 1 of the Idaho Cultural Resource Series
addresses the emigrant trails in southern Idaho and is a joint effort of the
Bureau of Land Management (BLM) and the Idaho State Historical Society.
This program receives federal funds from the U.S. Department of the
Interior, Bureau of Land Management and the National Park Service. Federal regulations
strictly prohibit unlawful discrimination on federally-assisted programs on the basis of
race, color, national origin, age or handicap. Any person who believes he or she has
been discriminated against in any program, activity, or facility operated by a recipient’
of federal assistance should write to: Director, Equal Opportunity Program, U.S.
Departiment of the Interior, P.O. Box 37127, Washington, D.C. 20013-7127.

The BILM is responsible for the management of the prehistoric and historic sites on
the public lands in Idaho. Land use plans prepared by the BIM call for the preserva-
tion of emigrant trail remnants and the maintenance of scenic corridors. The condition
of the remaining portions of the historic trail varies. Remnants which have not received
much, if any, motor vehicle use are typified by vegetated swells. Some remnants have
been deeply eroded by water and wind. Remnants receiving motor vehicle use are
clearly visible, but in some cases are being altered by continued vehicle usage.

To facilitate recreational use and protection of the emigrant trails, BLM has marked
remnants located on state and federal lands in southern Idaho with white carsonite
posts placed at approximately 1/4-mile intervals. Hiking and horseback use is usually
allowed along these marked segments. Gates have been installed at some fence
crossings on public land. Those remnants presently not receiving motor vehicle use are
marked as closed to motorized use to prevent damage to the historic resource. Since
stretches of the emigrant trails have been eradicated, it's not possible to travel their full
lengths. Those wishing to retrace routes must travel between trail segments and
historic sites on modern public roads.

As you will note from the maps included in this volume, the emigrant trails cross
a variety of land ownership including private, state, and federal. Many of the public
land segments of the emigrant route are isolated from direct public access, and private
landowners’ permission is necessary to reach these segments. Please respect the
private property rights and avoid visiting or crossing private land without permission
of the landowner.
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The remaining evidence of the emigrant use of the routes can be quite fragile.

We hope the public will respect the management constraints necessary to insure the
protection of these remains for our future study and enjoyment. The physical evidence
of the prehistoric and historic sites on public land are protected by the Archaeological
Resources Protection Act of 1979 and historic and prehistoric sites and artifacts must
not be removed nor disturbed. Artifacts observed on the surface must be left in place
so other people can have the opportunity to view a piece of our past.

It is very rewarding to be involved in this state and federal effort to present to the
public information on the current evidence of the emigrant trails. These trails have
played a large role in the development of the United States. We trust that this work
will aid in your understanding and enjoyment of the emigrant trails in southern Idaho.
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Delmar D. Vail
State Director

Bureau of Land Management
Idaho
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INTRODUCTION |

South Pass and the Snake River Plain have provided a corridor for access
and cultural interchange between the Great Plains and Pacific Northwest-
Columbia Plateau communities for millennia. More than fourteen thousand
years ago, nomadic big game hunters pursued elephants and great bison
through that area. Climatic changes gradually transformed extensive grass-
lands into a more arid environment, and eventually early horses, giant
bison, elephants, and giant sloths all disappeared. People who hunted them or others
who came continued to travel about their arid lands. These people gradually developed
regular seasonal migratory routes to fishing streams, camas grounds, and other resource
areas.

After Spanish settlement of New Mexico reintroduced horses in 1598, the Native
Americans gradually began to acquire horses. Eighteenth-century Shoshone Indians
enlarged their regular seasonal migratory cycles by riding horses. They began to ride
to a regular summer trade and salmon fishing fair in an area eventually occupied by
Hudson’s Bay Company Fort Boise, where they were joined by various tribes.!

Some of their trails eventually were developed into emigrant roads that provided
access for national expansion from Mississippi and Missouri valley outposts to Pacific
Coast communities.

Fur hunters began to explore the Snake River Plain immediately after Andrew Henry
established an upper Snake winter post in 1810. Following well defined Indian routes,
they explored the entire region during the next three decades.> By 1840, when beaver
trapping in the area had gone into a severe economic decline, experienced mountain
men were available as guides for Pacific Coast emigrant trains that began to develop a
road system. Fort Hall and Fort Boise, established for fur trade purposes in 1834, took
on a new service function as emigrant trade stations.

Responding in part to appeals from Pacific Northwest missionaries and even more
to desires to settle lands west of the broad plains zone identified both as permanent
Indian country and as a great desert that no one else could inhabit successfully,
emigrants departing from Missouri and Iowa began to head west to find new homes
in Oregon and California. The travelers were unable to take wagons west of Fort Hall
until after 1842. They succeeded in developing a passable road to The Dalles in 1843
and to Sacramento in 1844. As traffic began to increase, trading stations, bridges, and
ferries were installed at appropriate strategic locations along the emigrant roads. Soon,
well-established western communities could provide much needed assistance to wagon
trains that got into serious trouble or exhausted their resources (mainly food) prior to
reaching their destinations.’

Only a very modest fraction of Mississippi Valley farmers and settlers felt bold
or reckless enough in 1840 to set out in a wagon to seek a new life in Oregon or
California. Those who did make the trip faced many difficulties and hazards. A great
many Midwestern settlers, in fact, regarded anyone who might want to cross what then
was identified as the Great American Desert as an appropriate candidate for a lunatic
asylum. Horace Greeley, who told countless young men to go west, did not mean that
they should go to California or to Oregon. He joined a great many others in opposing
such nonsense. Yet for a small, venturesome minority, Oregon and California held
considerable attraction.

Although California at that time formed part of northern Mexico, for years many
Midwestern expansionists had been convinced that their nation had a “manifest
destiny” (as they described it) to expand from coast to coast. A militant Midwestern
democracy thus would populate a much greater area. Emigrants who could be
persuaded to go into a foreign land had a mission to serve national interests as well as
to gain personal advancement. An opportunity to take up good farmland in a new
country with a superior malaria-free climate, together with a chance for a better share
in community leadership and an advance in social status, induced a few restless settlers
to devote an entire summer to a long overland expedition.

Those who went were well aware of an opportunity for genuine achievement that
only a select group ever would match.  Farmland and business opportunities still were
available nearer home. But by 1840, frontier settlement had reached a line demarking
permanent Indian country farther north and west. Except for possibilities in Oregon
or California, anyone who wanted to participate in a long established national west-
ward movement had no place to go. (Eventually, much more of lowa and Minnesota
were opened for settlement, and in 1854 restrictions were reduced in Kansas and
Nebraska when those territories were organized. By that time, Oregon and California
had become popular destinations.) Really dedicated expansionists were prepared to
give up an entire crop season in order to go west in an unparalleled wagon migration.

Once they had everything ready to go, emigrants who headed West could anticipate
a great adventure. Unlikely to see the familiar surroundings of their old homes for a
long time, if ever, they faced peril and hardship on a great camping trip that would
last for months. Yet they knew that when they got through, their experience would
set them aside as a truly remarkable group of settlers engaged in founding a new
commonwealth. From that point on, they would have something exceptional to boast
about. They took great pride in recording their experience and did more than their
share to expand their nation’s boundaries. They provided the population necessary to












SUMMARY OF PAST AND CURRENT WORK

Field study of the general route of the emigrant trails began as early as
1842 and 1843 in the course of two expeditions by the U.S. Army Corps
of Topographical Engineers, led by Lieutenant John C. Fremont.
Fremont’s detailed official reports of these expeditions (published
commercially as well as by the government) attracted wide and serious
attention. They contain explicit data on the topography, flora and fauna,
and Native American populations found by the expedition. Some of the maps that
accompany the reports show the route of the “emigrant road.”

The United States Geological Surveys of the early 1870s, led by Clarence King and
Ferdinand V. Hayden, provided both detailed written descriptions and some of the very
earliest photographic records (by Timothy O’Sullivan and William Henry Jackson) of
the trail corridor.

By 1873, those at the western end of the overland routes had begun to organize
themselves to preserve the history of their migration. The Oregon Pioneer Association
began publishing its proceedings with its first meeting in 1873 and continued doing so
well into the 20th century. Not only speeches extolling pioneer virtues but also useful
diaries and journals have thus been preserved.

Not long after 1870, Hubert Howe Bancroft began organizing a crew of researchers
to conduct an ambitious documentary investigation and to interview participants in the
settlement of the West. The first volumes in his massive series were published in the
mid-1880s; the Oregon volumes between 1886 and 1888; the relevant volume on
California in 1888; Utah in 1889; and Idaho, Nevada, Colorado, and Wyoming in 1890.
In addition to the published volumes, the collected data have been preserved as a
foundation of the Bancroft Library. In the period between 1860 and 1915 the General
Land Office (predecessor of the Bureau of Land Management) completed the initial
cadastral surveys across Idaho. While the surveyors were establishing the township
system in advance of transferring land into private ownership, they noted the location
of existing roads and early emigrant routes. The maps and field notes prepared by
these early land surveyors provide excellent documentation of emigrant trails in Idaho
and are available from BLM.

The first major fieldwork to seek out past emigrant tails began in 1906, when Ezra
Meeker, who had migrated to Oregon from fowa in 1852, set out eastward with an ox
and wagon to retrace his earlier route. Meeker repeated his trip in 1910. Both journeys
involved marking and publicizing the route, and both resulted in published accounts.
Out of Meeker's efforts grew the Oregon Trail Memorial Association (later the American
Pioneer Trails Association), which by the late 1920s was encouraging efforts to mark
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the presumed route of the overland trails all across the country. Most notable of its
proponents in this region was Walter Meacham of Oregon, who encouraged highway
markers along the route.

In 1925, Archer B. Hulbert of Colorado College published two volumes of maps
showing the routes of part of the trails: The Oregon Trail in Idabo and Oregon and
The California Trail, Fort Hall to Placerville. Routes are laid out on blueprint maps.

A number of people since the mid-1930s have done fieldwork on the trail in the
process of writing books. George R. Stewart began his field study on the California
Trail in 1936 and continued into the 1960s (with the sometime assistance of J. S.
Holliday). One result is his California Trail: An Epic With Many Heroes (1962). Not
long after Stewart began his work, the Federal Writers’ Project American Guide Series
volume on the Oregon Trail, with detailed descriptions related to then modem
highways, was published (1939). In 1947, Jay Monaghan’s The Overland Trail, also
based on fieldwork, was published.

Irene Paden’s The Wake of the Prairie Schooner (1943) and Prairie Schooner
Detours (1949) are popular accounts, useful for travelers, based on fieldwork by her
and William C. Paden prior to 1942. Gregory M. Franzwa’s The Oregon Trail Revisited
(1972) is a highway guide related to the route of the trail. Paul and Helen Henderson’s
work, some of it for the Wyoming Recreation Commission, resulted in his 1953 book
Landmarks on the Oregon Trail and in several articles in the Annals of Wyoming.
United States Geological Survey (USGS) maps with his plotting of the trail are on
file at the Commission. And in 1979 the National Geographic Society published
Trails West, a well-illustrated book on the major overland trails, again based on
extensive fieldwork.

The Idaho State Historical Society has long been involved in documenting the routes
of the Oregon and California trails, and has published jointly with the Idaho Division of
Highways The Route of the Oregon Trail in Idabo (third edition, 1974).

In addition, a number of state historical journals have published diary and journal
material on the overland experience, most notably the Oregon Historical Quarterly,
but also the Washington Historical Quarterly (now the Pacific Northwest Quarterly),
Annals of Wyoming, the Utabh Historical Quarterly, and journals published farther to
the east as well.

A number of scholars have in recent years done fieldwork and considerable
research as they have annotated diaries for publication. Dale L. Morgan edited the
1849 diary of James A. Pritchard (1959) and in 1963 published Overland in 1846, a
collection of diaries from that year’s migrations. Robert Becker's informative editing



and cartographic interpretation of the Thomas Christy diary of 1850 (1969), based on
detailed field investigations, is an excellent example of how routes can be better
mapped and defined by using emigrant diaries. Other especially useful publications
are Thomas D. Clark’s edition of Elisha Douglass Perkins’ Gold Rush Diary (1967) and
Georgia Willis Read and Ruth Gaines’ edition of J. Goldshborough Bruff's journals,
diaries, and drawings (1949).

Several federal agencies have become involved in field research on the emigrant
trails. The U.S. Forest Service sponsored a study by Peter T. Harstad and Max Pavesic
of the Lander Road in Bridger and Caribou National Forests in 1966. The Burley,
Idaho, District of the U.S. Bureau of Land Management (BLM) contracted with
Howard R. Cramer to do an extensive survey of emigrant routes within the District.
Cramer had done earlier work on Hudspeth’s Cutoff. That report, his first for BLM
(1969), was followed by The Oregon Trail from Thomas Fork to Salmon Falls Creek
(1972-74), The California Trail in Idabo (1973), and The Salt Lake Cutoff (1974).

As a major Bicentennial project in 19706, the BLM published Emigrant Trails of
Southeastern Idabo. Dr. Cramer's research was used as the basic material for this
popular volume. The 1976 publication included diary accounts from both published
and unpublished sources. The intent of the Idaho Cultural Resource Series Number 1
was to update the 1976 document, which is out of print.

In 1977, the U.S. Bureau of Outdoor Recreation (BOR) released a final draft on
The Oregon Trail: A Potential Addition to the National Trails System, encompassing the
entire route and identifying high-potential site and route segments. Maps of the route
and ownership information are included. Aubrey Haines prepared much of the
material on high-potential sites and route segments; Howard Chadwick of the BOR
Seattle Office compiled the final report. The BLM Boise District employed Charla M.
Meacham in 1978 to survey and record the Oregon Trail and Kelton Road. Her report
was completed in June 1979.

In 1978, Public Law 95-625 established the Oregon National Historic Trail to identify
and protect the primary route of the Oregon Trail and its historic remnants and sites
for public use and enjoyment. The primary route includes the main routes followed
between 1841 and 1848. Nationwide, only about 15 percent of the 2,170 miles of
the primary route is still intact. Identification of the primary route (subject to uniform
marking) and development of a comprehensive management plan were provided
for as an Interior Department responsibility. A National Park Service study has been
completed which offers recommendations for appropriate action under this statute.,

Seven cross-country segments of the primary route and 28 historic sites within the
nation are designated as components of the Oregon National Historic Trail and are
included within the National Trail System. The two component cross-country segments
in Idaho, the North Trail and Sinker Creek, are both within the BLM’s Boise District.
Only trail remnants on federal land were initially designated as components of the
Oregon National Historic Trail. The North Trail Segment stretches 83 miles from the

Twin Falls-Elmore county line to the outskirts of Boise. 45 miles are on BLM-adminis-
tered land. The Sinker Creek Segment on the South Alternate Oregon Trail includes 18
miles of cross-country trail from west of Castle Creek to 4 miles northeast of Murphy.
Thirteen miles are on federal land managed by the BLM. Seven of the historic sites
within southern Idaho have been designated as components of the Oregon National
Historic Trail are within southern Idaho. These include: Raft River Crossing, Milner
Ruts, Thousand Springs, Upper Salmon Falls, Hot Springs, Army Fort Boise, and C. J.
Strike Ruts.

In 1979, Merrill Mattes received a grant from the National Endowment for the
Humanities to compile an annotated bibliography of overland diaries. This work was
published by the University of Illinois Press in 1988.

Also in 1979, the BIM let a contract to the Idaho State Historical Society for work
which encompasses an in-depth study of the emigrant routes and cultural resources
within a ten-mile corridor between Fort Casper and Fort Boise. This contract study
used basic research, aerial photograph interpretation, and selected field inventories to
locate and describe the routes and remaining evidence of the emigrant routes. The
report prepared by the Idaho State Historical Society for this contract provides most
of the details in this volume.

The National Park Service’s Seattle Office has prepared planning for comprehensive
management of the Oregon National Historic Trail. The Northwest Region (Seattle) was
given the responsibility for the Oregon Trail. The management plan was completed in
September 1981. The BIM used the plans as umbrella documents to aid in the
preparation of more detailed management objectives.

The BLM in Idaho has prepared two management plans to direct the manage-
ment of public lands containing evidence of the emigrant trails. The first for the
Boise District in southwestern Idaho was prepared by Walter Meyer in 1984, the
second for south central and southeastern Idaho by Peter Laudeman in 1985. These
two management plans continue to guide the management of the public lands.

One important step has been to uniformly mark the trails on public lands. The Lands
Services Section of the BLM Idaho State Office has posted the emigrant trail routes to
the Master Title Plats (MTPs). This posting to the official federal land records provides
an easy reference and case file for public land users and BLM employees processing
land use applications.

In 1992, Public Law 102-328 established the California National Historic Trail to
identify and protect all routes and cutoffs of the California Trail. The development
of a comprehensive management plan has been assigned as a Department of the
Interior responsibility.

The Oregon-California Trails Association (OCTA) is an organization dedicated to
the preservation, appreciation, and enjoyment of all the Trans-Mississippi migration
trails west. The members have been successful in many of their efforts to preserve
remnants of the emigrant trails. Their national headquarters are located in Indepen-
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USGS 7'/> MINUTE SERIES (TOPOGRAPHIC) QUADRANGILES

USED FOR MAPPING THE EMIGRANT TRAILS IN SOUTHERN IDAHO

This publication uses portions of
the following USGS 7!/, Minute Series
(Topographic) Quadrangles for mapping

the emigrant trails across southern Idaho.

The numbers preceding the map titles
below correspond to the maps in this
publication. The eight USGS 15 Minute
Series (Topographic) Quadrangles used
are noted as 1:62500, and the three BLM
Metric Series (Topographic) Quadrangles
used are noted as 1:100000.

OREGON TRAIL
(Thomas Fork to Three Island Crossing)

1. Border (enter Idaho), 1970
Pegram, 1970
2. Montpelier Canyon, 1970
Montpelier, 1967
4.  Georgetown, 1970
5. Nounan, 1970
Fossil Canyon, 1970
6. Soda Peak, 1982
Soda Springs, 1982
7. Alexander (Hudspeth’s Cutoff), 1982
8. Talmage, 1982
Hatch, 1981
9. Chesterfield, 1981
10. Chesterfield Reservoir, 1981
Jeff Cabin Creek, 1968
11. South Putnam Mountain, 1968
Lincoln Peak, 1981
Yandell Springs (Lander Road), 1981

12.

13.

14.
15.
16.

17.
18.

19.
20.
21,
22.

23.
24.

25.
20.
27.
28.

29.

Buckskin Basin, 1971

Moonlight Mtn, 1971

Fort Hall (Goodale’s Cutoff), 1971

Pingree, 1979

Michaud, 1971

Pocatello North, 1971

Springfield, 1974

Schiller, 1971

Wheatgrass Bench, 1971

American Falls, 1976

American Falls SW, 1971

Neeley, 1971

Register Rock, 1984

Badger Peak, 1984

North. Chapin Mtn (California Trail),
1984

Lake Walcott SE, 1984

Lake Walcott SW, 1984

Rupert SE, 1978

Rupert SW, 1976

Burley SE, 1978

Burley SW, 1978

Milner, 1978

Milner Butte, 1965

Murtaugh, 1965

Stricker Butte (Kelton Road), 1979

Hub Butte

Twin Falls, 1980

Filer, 1979

Jerome, 1979

Clover, 1979

Niagara Springs, 1979

Thousand Springs, 1949
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30. Tuttle, 1978
Yahoo Creek
Hagerman, 1949
31. Indian Butte, 1978
32. Ticeska, 1978
Pasadena Valley, 1978
Twentymile Butte, 1948
33. Glenns Ferry (South Alternate),
1947

OREGON TRAIL
(Three Island Crossing to Fort Boise)

34. Gooding Butte, 1949
Bliss, 1978

35. Ticeska, 1978
Hog Creek, 1986

36. King Hill, 1986

37. Morrow Reservoir

38. Hot Springs Creek Res, 1986

39. Bennett Mountain, 1986
Teapot Dome, 1986

40. Mountain Home North, 1978
Danskin Peak (1:62500), 1960

41./42. Mayfield (1:625000)
(Goodale’s Cutoff), 1960

43. Indian Creek Reservoir, 1971
Lucky Peak, 1972

44. Boise South, 1972

45. Boise North, 1972
Eagle, 1979

46. Star, 1971
Middleton, 1971

47.
48.
49.

Caldwell, 1971

Notus, 1971

Parma, Idaho-Oregon, 1965
Owyhee, Oregon-idaho, 1967

OREGON TRAIL SOUTH ALTERNATE
(Three Island Crossing to Oregon State Line)

50.

51.
52.

53.
54.

55.
50.

57.
58.
59.

60.

601.
02.

Glenns Ferry, 1947

Hammett, 1978

Indian Cove, 1978

Bruneau Dunes, 1978

Bruneau, 1978

CJ Strike Dam, 1979

Grand View, 1978

Dorsey Butte, 1947

Jackass Butte, 1947

Castle Butte, 1948

Wild Horse Butte, 1947

Sinker Butte, 1948

Sitver City (1:62500), 1965

Walters Butte, 1971

Wilson Peak, 1957

Givens Hot Springs, 1971

Opalene Gulch, 1971

Marsing, 1971

Homedale, 1971

Wilder, 1971

Adrian, Oregon-Idaho (Oregon),
1967
























Aside from exploration, fur trade operations provided several elements
necessary for developing successful emigrant roads to Oregon and
California. Trapping expeditions normally consisted of pack trains that
followed Indian trails. Wagon trains commenced to haul supplies to
maintain fur hunting operations after a substantial number of mountain

, men came west to trap beaver, opening a road west through South Pass
prior to development of any serious interest in emigrant traffic. Trappers also provided
a practical basis for Pacific Northwest missionary settlements. These in turn stimulated
interest in farming possibilities and overland migration to new lands a long way west of
Missouri and lowa frontier outposts. When farmers and other settlers commenced to
bring their emigrant wagons overland, retired trappers were available to escort their
wagon trains. Fur trade forts provided supplies essential for emigrant traffic headed
across vast stretches in which service communities were lacking. Retired trappers also
started important used oxen rehabilitation and reconditioning facilities. Worn out oxen
could be traded for oxen acquired during a previous season and restored so that they
could haul wagons on westward. Stockraising gradually grew out of fur hunting, in
part to support emigrant wagon traffic to California and western Oregon. Altogether,
fur trappers contributed information and supplies essential to maintain practical
emigrant routes through a difficult terrain.

Fur traders reached Rocky Mountain and Snake Country beaver streams from two
directions after failure of John Jacob Astor’s Pacific Fur Company delayed serious
trapping until after 1816. Astoria (Fort George), supplanted by Fort Vancouver after
1824, provided a lower Columbia-Pacific Coast base for British trapping expeditions.
Mountain men, supplied from Saint Louis, began to compete with Hudson’s Bay
Company traders in 1824. Donald Mackenzie returned to develop a North West
Company Snake Country fur empire in 1816. From a base at Fort Nez Perces (later
Fort Walla Walla), he took his annual Snake brigade of trappers and their families past
an abandoned post John Reid had operated briefly close to later Fort Boise in 1813-
1814. Reid’s Pacific Fur Company venture had been intended as temporary, but not
quite so temporary as his occupation there proved to be. An energetic Bannock band
wiped out his enterprise in January 1814. Marie Dorion and her two infant children
escaped only with great difficulty. Mackenzie held an 1819 trappers’ rendezvous near
Reid’s location and sought to establish a permanent fort there that summer. He had a
strategic site centrally located in an area of an annual regional summer assembly for
trade and salmon fishing. Native resistance forced him to abandon his fort project,
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Georgetown was settled in 1872 by
Mormons expanding north from Salt Lake
City. An early 20th century Georgetown

Canyon phosphate development helped

A small segment of remnants are visible
on the west side of U.S. Highway 30 as the
route passes through Georgetown Summit.

NN P. V. Crawford - July 12, 1851.
Seven: miles of aflernoon travel brought us to a
bigh ridge [Georgetown Summit] that bere
crosses the valley. Here we found a grade
about five miles east of the river, where we

T.10S.

diversify a farming and ranching commu-
nity.

The Oregon Trail parallels and crosses
U. S. Highway 30 in a northwestern
direction. Trail remnants have been
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destroyed by highway construction and
townsite development.

HN Rev. Jobn McAllister - 1852.
Cold Water Creek [Georgetown Creek).
Just before reaching this creek, descend a
steep bank or descent. This creek forks

near the mountains, forming two
delightful streams.**
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The Native Americans historically occupying southern Idaho are the
Shoshone-Bannock and the Northern Paiute. The Shoshone-Bannock
occupied the area crossed by the emigrant trails and had the principal
interaction with the emigrants. The Shoshone-Bannock include two linguis-
tically distinct groups referred to as Northern or Snake River Shoshone and
d B Bannock.” The Northern Shoshone consist of a number of bands. The
Bannock are a relatively small group who speak a Northern Paiute dialect.’ While fairly
restricted to southeastem Idaho after 1869, they ranged over all of southem Idaho, as
well as adjacent regions, before white pressure gradually confined them to reservations.
These peoples followed a distinctive economic pattern, which characterized the
previous Archaic tradition, involving the generally unspecialized and appropriate
exploitation of the available resources. This exploitation was associated with seasonal
movements to utilize available resources. On the Snake River Plain, these resources

included major salmon runs and camas harvests in addition to general hunting activities.

The use of resources was not confined to the Snake River Plain but extended to the
Salmon River country, to eastern Oregon, and elsewhere with much overlapping tribal
interaction, trade and exchange. The various local groups (bands) were unified by
common subsistence, kinship and political cooperation that became more formalized
after acquisition of the horse in the late 17th century.

As the use of horses spread northward into Idaho, the geographical horizons ex-
panded rapidly as some groups of Northern Shoshone became mounted and traveled
onto the northern Great Plains of eastern Wyoming and Montana to hunt bison. They
were joined on a permanent basis by the Bannock to become a formidable force on
the western Great Plains, as well as in their traditional lands in Idaho. Some groups
such as the Lemhi Shoshone-Bannock rapidly acquired many Great Plains culture
traits,'® while others retained pre-horse economic patterns and material culture. Region-
al subgroups identify themselves by names which reflected subsistence activities,

i.e., Aguaiduka, salmon eaters; Knenbeduka, ground-squirrel eaters; and Tukudeka,
mountain-sheep eaters.

Early emigrants generally found the Indians they encountered to be cordial and
helpful. However, as emigrant numbers began to multiply, the friendly relationship
became strained. With a record of more than two centuries of displacing eastern tribes,
many of which had been driven into the western plains with chaotic results, expansion-
ism once again posed a threat to Indian social and economic stability.

HISTORIC INDIANS OF SOUTHERN IDAHO

Exposure to an alien culture in white outposts and camps scattered across their
lands disrupted traditional Indian culture and resulted in difficult adjustments for many.
Some less fortunate bands, particularly some Cache Valley and Salmon Falls Shoshone
groups, scarcely survived at all. Armed warfare created less of a problem, however,
than did difficulties which arose from a number of cultural differences and misunder-
standings that led to more eduring friction and occasional conflict, especially after
whites began to settle permanently in the region.

To make matters worse, Indian and white responses to incidents arising from
cultural conflict also differed greatly. Many Indian cultures regarded groups or bands
as responsible for offenses perpetuated by individual members. West of lowa and
Missouri, whites tended to follow a similar approach when disagreeable incidents
occurred. When a theft or a shooting was blamed on Indians, a white victim was likely
to fire away at any Indian he came across, without trying to ascertain any individual
(or even tribal) responsibility. Needless to say, Indians who had no idea what set off
such unanticipated white attacks soon learned to be suspicious when emigrant parties
came by.

Until 1848, when Oregon was organized as a territory, lack of any provision for legal
protection complicated matters. Prior to 1846, Ontario law applied to British subjects,
but no code regulated United States citizens in Oregon. Criminal and civil procedures
were lacking altogether for trappers or emigrants who came into the region. Effective
protection from white criminal activity was absent west of Missouri and lowa. White
thieves and bandits operated on a considerable scale with relative impunity. Much of
their activity was attributed to Indians. Eventually, emigrants began to identify some of
their assailants as whites masquerading as Indians. But more than a few Indian bands
got into trouble because of activities with which they had no connection.

Settlers heading West varied considerably in their suspicion of Indians whom they
met. Indian bands also differed in their distrust of emigrant parties. Wiser members of
each group made an effort to avoid trouble, and they normally succeeded. Indians
often assisted emigrant parties through their country. They provided route information
and helped emigrants through difficult crossings and stretches of road. Sometimes they
tried to collect tolls for passage through Indian lands, often at stream crossings and on
makeshift bridges. Some emigrants paid nominal fees, while others declined.

Indian trading posts and ferries were the scene of misunderstandings. High rates
were sometimes enforced by Indians who conducted stock raids on uncooperative
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ARMY EXPEDITIONS

With feasibility of overland travel to the Pacific Coast demonstrated by 1836,
advocates of Manifest Destiny promoted emigration to Oregon. Leaders such as
Senator Thomas Hart Benton of Missouri undertook the task of inducing the
Federal government to actively support emigration and to consciously use
settlement as a diplomatic lever to gain a favorable Oregon boundary treaty
with Great Britain."”* In 1838, the United States Army Corps of Topographical

their recent passage, they have been able to obtain, at very bhigh prices and in
insufficient quantity, only such assistance as could be afforded by a small and
remote trading post — and that a foreign one...an American military post sufficiently
strong to give their road a perfect security against the Indian tribes, who are unsettled
in locality and very uncertain in their disposition, and which, with the necessary
Jacilities for the repair of their equipage, would be able to afford them relief in stock

Engmeers under Colonel John James Abert, was organized into an independent military

branch dedicated to westem exploration. Jobn Charles Fremont, Benton's son-in-law and a

Topographical Engineers officer, became a vocal agent of Manifest Destiny. Fremont wrote:

B My mind bad been quick to see a larger field and differing and greater resulls.

and grain from the produce of the post would be of extraordinary value to the
emigration. Such a post (and all others which may be established on the line to
Oregon) would naturally form the nucleus of a settlement, at which supplies and
repose would be obtained by the emigrant, or trading caravans, which may bereafter
traverse these elevated, and, in many places, desolate and inbospitable regions.'”

It would be travel over a part of the world which remained the new — the opening up
of unknown lands; the making unknown countries known; and the study without
books — the learning at firsthand from nature berself; the drinking first at ber
unknown springs — became a source of never-ending delight to me.'”

The party camped at the mouth of “Pannack” River September 22. Within a week,
however, near Raft River, Fremont was forced to split his party into two groups because
of the roughness of the road; he again detailed Fitzpatrick to lead the heavier wagons.
Fremont camped at Kanaka Rapids near some Indian lodges October 1. Of the Indians,
he recorded:

Fremont’s primary concern would be not to provide scientifically accurate inven-
tories or collections of resources, but to publicize the West as an exclusively American
national treasure, which destiny reserved to the American people. According to
historian William H. Goetzmann:

W 5 1he people of the time...exact details seemed to matter little. Episodes and
impressions conveying emotion were all that was important. What did the public at
large care for precise knowledge when it had such noble deeds to contemplate, and
such beroes to worship?' ™

Fremont encountered an emigrant campground on Bear River, at the mouth of
Thomas Fork. He passed Beer Springs, Steamboat Springs, and Alexander Crater on

August 25, 1843, but detoured the next day to the Salt Lake Valley. After heading back

to Fort Hall, he noted:

B B5eyond this place, on the line of road along the barren valley of the Upper

B These appeared to be unusually gay savages, fond of loud laughter; and, in

their apparent good nature and merry character, struck me as being entirely different
Jfrom the Indians we bhad been accustomed to see....

These poor people are but slightly provided with winter clothing; there is but little
game to furnish skins for the purpose; and of a little animal which seemed to be the
most numerous, it required 20 skins to make a covering to the knees. But they are
still a joyous talkative race, who grow fat and become poor with the salmon, which at
least never fail them — the dried being used in the absence of the fresh. We are
encamped immediately on the river bank, and with the salmon jumping up out of the
water, and Indians paddling about in boats made of rushes, or laughing around the
fires, the camp to-night has quite a lively appearance.’”

Along Snake River, below Salmon Falls, Indians were frequently encountered:

Columbia, there does not occur, for a distance of nearly three bundred miles to the
westward, a fertile spot of ground sufficiently large to produce the necessary quantity
of grain, or pasturage enough to allow even a temporary repose to the emigrants. On

B ! cvery little rapid where fish are to be caught, and the cry “baggai, baggai”
{fish] was constantly heard whenever we passed near their buts, or met them in the
road. Very many of them were oddly and partially dressed in overcoat, shirt, waist-
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coat, or pantaloons, or whatever article of clothing they bad been able to procure in
trade from the emigrants; for we bad not entirely quitted the country where bawk's
bells, beads, and vermilion, were the current coin, and found that bhere only useful
articles, and chiefly clothing, were in great request. These, however, are eagerly
sought after; and for a few trifling pieces of clothing, travellers may procure food
sufficient to carry them to the Columbia.'”

Fremont forded Snake River at Three Island Crossing October 3 and camped on the
north bank “where we landed, among the Indian lodges, which are semicircular huts
made of willow, thatched over with straw, and open to the sunny south.”® Passing
Hot Springs, east of Mountain Home, October 5, Fremont arrived at Fort Boise October
9. Crossing the Snake River, Fremont continued to Fort Vancouver. Three years later,
Charles Preuss’s Oregon Trail map was published. In William Goetzmann'’s opinion,
“It was Fremont's greatest contribution to the development of the western frontier.”
Fremont had provided inspiration for emigration, and Preuss had provided a guide.'®

In addition to encouragement and information directly provided by Fremont to
potential emigrants, he also aided the western movement through delivery of letters
from successful travelers. The following letter was carried east by Fremont and mailed
in St. Louis August 8, 1844.-

B Jesse Looney - Oct. 27, 1843. Waillatpu, Oregon Ter.

Dear Sir:

I embrace the opportunity of writing to you from this far country, afforded me by the
return of Lieut. Fremont 1o the states this winter. He thinks be will be at Independence,

Mo, by January next, which will be in time for those who intend coming next season to
this country to get some information about the necessary preparations to be mace for
the journey.

It is a long tiresome trip from the stales to this country, but the company of emigrants
came through safely this season — to the number of one thousand persous, with something
over one hundired wagons — to this place, which is 250 miles east of the Willamette Valley,
and with the exception of myself and a few others, they bave all gone on down, intending to
go through this winter if possible.

About balf of them bave traded off their stock at Walla Walla, 25 miles below bere, and
are going by water; the balarce went on by land to the Methodist Mission, 175 miles below
this, interuding to take water there. I have stoopped bere in the Walla Walla Valley to sperd
the winter in order to save my stock. This is a fine valley of land, excellent water, good
climate, and the finest kincl of pirie timber on the survounding mountains; and above all, a
first rate range for stock both wiriter and summer, The Indians are friendly and bave plenty
of grain and potatoes, and a good many bhogs and cattle.
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The missionaries at this and the other Missions hare raisec fine crops of wheat, corn,
potatoes, etc., so that provisions cain be procured bere upon as goocl or better terms than in
the lower settlements are present.

Cattle are valuable bere, especially American cattle. Things induced me to stop bere for
the winter, save my stock anl take them downi in the Spring.

In preparing for the journey across the mountains, you cannot be to particular in the
choice of a wagon— it should be strong in every part, and yet it shoull 1ot be very beavy.
The large size wo horse Yankee wagons are the most suitable wagons that 1 have seen o
this trip. You should bave nothing but your clothing, bedding and prouvisions. Goods are
cheaper bere than in the states. Let your main loac be provisions — flour and bacon. Put in
about as much loading as one yoke of cattle can draw bandily, and then put on three yoke
of cattle and take an extra yoke for a change in case of failure from lameness or sore necks,
and you can come without any difficulty. The road is good, much better than we expected,
but it is long. Bring al the loose cattle you can get, especially milch cows and heifers. Do not
attempt to bring calves— they will 1ot come through and by losing them you will be in
danger of losing their mother. I cannot urge you too strongly to be sure of plenty of
prouisions — do not deprid on the game. You may get some, or you may not, it is usicertain.

We were about five months on the road to this place, and I bad plenty of flour, etc., to do
me, but most of the companny were out long before they got bere, and there is little or 1nothing
to be bad in the way of provisions at the forts on the way. I would aclvise you to start as soon
as the grass will admit of. We might bave started a month sooner than we did, and then we
would have been here to have goiie through with our cattle this winter. We left Indepen-
denice the 22nd of May, and 1we are just about a month too late.

Myself and family were all sick when we left and continued so until we left Blue River
and the rains and mud, but then we struck the bigh land along the Platte we began to
menid and continued to do so until we are all well. My own bealth is better than it bas been
Sfor many years, and so far as I have seer this country I think it is very bealthful.

There was some sickness o the road, though 1ot more than might bave been expected
in so large a company. There were five or six deaths on the road, some by sickness and
some by acciclent, and there were some eight or ten births on the roacl. There was little or 1o
sickness amonigst thein when they got bere.

Up on the whole we fared much better than we expected. We founcd water every night
but oe, though it was sometimes 1ot very good and we always found something to make a
fire, but not always good wood,

We hacl no interruption from the Indians, unless, indeecl, they might bave stolen a horse
now and then to get a little something for bringing bim in. Our greatest difficulty was in
crossing the rivers, but we got over them all safely, except one man drowned, and be did not
cross with the main compary, baving quit the company and gotten bebind.

Mrs. Looney says prepare yourselves with good strong clothing for the road or the
wild sage will trip you. This shrub is very plentiful and was bard on our teams,



especially those that went before, but it will not be so bad on those that come next
year, for we bave left a plain well beaten road all of the way.

1 will bave a better opportunity of giving you an account of this country next
spring, and want you to write the first chance. No more, your brother until death.'®?

Exploration of the West was boosted by a diplomatic crisis with Mexico in 1845
arising from Texas annexation measures. Three trans Mississippi expeditions were
launched that year to gather data on the West, when federal authorities realized that
war was imminent. However, not all Western exploration was intended to promote the
doctrine of manifest destiny. Opponents of expansion attempted to thwart Fremont
and Senator Benton. They found an ally in another officer of the United States Army,
Colonel Stephen Watts Kearny.

Kearny was detailed with five companies (about 250 men) of the First Dragoons to
make a cavalry demonstration for the Indians on the Great Plains and thus to awe them
in preparation for an expected war with Mexico. Furthermore, he was ordered to
gather information on the plains and to protect the emigration as far as South Pass. As
an alternative to construction of chains of forts to form nuclei of settlements, proposed
by such proponents of manifest destiny as Fremont and Benton, an experiment would
be made in the use of cavalry forays as a means of keeping peace and controlling the
Indians. Kearny’s pessimistic mind saw the West not as Fremont’s garden of opportu-
nity inviting settlement, but instead as an uninhabitable desert.

Kearny's expedition included two Howitzers and herds of cattle and sheep and was
expected to be self-sufficient, grazing its horses on the prairies. Kearny was assisted by
Lieutenant William B. Franklin of the Topographical Engineers as cartographer.

Kearny ultimately covered 2,200 miles in 99 days, following the Platte River Road to
South Pass. As he had hoped, he successfully demonstrated the utility of mounted
troops on the Great Plains and provided ammunition for those who saw the military’s
role in the West as simply one of frontier defense, rather than as an active agent of
emigration and settlement.

Two years later, with the conclusion of the Mexican War, Kearny (now a general)
returned to the plains. He marched from Sutter’s Fort in California to Fort Leavenworth
via the California Trail-Humboldt River route through Fort Hall.

While Kearny was out demonstrating that a series of Oregon Trail posts was
unnecessary, Congress decided to go ahead with such a plan. Presidents Tyler and
Polk had requested such action regularly after 1841. By act of May 19, 1846, Congress
provided for a series of protective emigrant-trail forts. An expedition of mounted
riflemen was expected to build them. This effort was diverted by Mexican War

commitments; but following a settlement in 1848 with Mexico, the plan went into effect.

Held back by Mexican War diversions followed by financial and logistical problems,
United States Army officers finally came West in 1849 to establish a series of emigrant

road posts authorized in 1846. Several detachments of mounted riflemen undertook the
task. After an earlier choice of a Missouri River Fort Kearny had proved inappropriate,
a new Platte River Fort Kearny was built. Farther west, Fort Laramie was converted into
an army installation. As a Hudson's Bay Company post, Fort Hall could not be
transformed into an army outpost so easily. But a temporary Cantonment Loring was
started nearby. Fort Dalles and Fort Vancouver completed the series a year later. No
permanent army fort was built in 1849, although two army outposts, Fort Boise and Fort
Hall (neither close to its Hudson’s Bay Company antecedents), eventually were
provided for Idaho. While passing by on their construction campaign, however, army
units were conspicuous and active in 1849,

Colonel William Win Loring set out from Fort Leavenworth for Fort Vancouver
with over 600 men and officers, 700 horses, 1,200 mules, and 171 wagons with oxen to
pull them. With that large force, he faced major problems in trying to reach Oregon
during California’s 1849 gold rush. Some of his command deserted to go hunt gold. All
of his riflemen were inconvenienced by lack of grazing land for their horses, mules, and
oxen. The debris encountered by the riflemen along the road dramatically illustrated
the hardships of emigration:

I 7)e camps of the emigrants now begin to bear evident signs of their condition.
Provisions of every description were lying about in piles. All surplus baggage which
had impeded their march and assisted in breaking down their teams was now thrown
away. Their wagons were broken up to mend others, while some were left along the
road. Their loss of cattle was daily increasing....'

Osborne Cross added, “1 saw one emigrant who had lost four yoke of oxen. He and
many others were going ahead with their packs on their backs, trusting to chance to
reach California.”'® He wrote of a campsite a few days later:

B 7he place where we stopped at two o’clock bad been made a general resting
Pplace for the emigrants. Here were wagons lying in every direction, old clothes —
Srom an old bat to a pair of boots, cooking utensils of every description, and a variety
of articles too numerous to mention were scattered about as if there had been a
general break-up in camp.’®

But he held little sympathy for the emigrants, commenting, “It was high time, for
many of them had started with an idea that two thousand pounds could be carried
without the least difficulty, nor could they be made to believe anything to the contrary
until it was found to be almost too late.”®

Cross’ division arrived at the Bear River July 24. Although he f')und Sublette’s Cut-
off to provide good water and grass, he complained about its mountainous character.
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At Bear River he found that the grass had been destroyed by the emigrants “who are
scattered along the river as far as the eye can see.”"® Cross passed “Peg Leg” Smith’s
trading post July 28 and Soda Springs August 1 before camping two miles beyond
Steamboat Spring.

At Fort Hall, Loring reorganized the three divisions into two for the remainder of the
journey and left a rifle regiment behind to establish the tent camp of Cantonment
Loring, three to five miles above Fort Hall. Cross described Fort Hall:

I ;s built of clay and much in the form of Fort Laramie, having a large sallyport
which fronts the Portneuf, with its walls extending back toward the banks of Snake
river. There is a blockbouse at one of the angles. The buildings inside are built
against the side of the wall and of the same materials. The rooms are all small and by
no means comfortable. Being generally intended for one person, they are contracted
and dark, baving but a small window and one door.™®

Cross found an exceedingly rough road across the Snake River plain. He recorded
one day that they had marched “through dust half-leg deep.”® They passed American
Falls August 10 and camped at Little Salmon Falls August 15. Cross passed Thousand
Springs the next day and encountered twelve lodges of Indians at Salmon Falls:

I .. some oval in form, and others of a semicircular shape, all opening toward or
[from the sun as might be required. These lodges were made of green willow brush,
their tops bent over and fastened together. When fresh they look not unlike a willow
grove, but when the leaves become withered they resemble, at a distance, bunches of
dry weeds and might have been easily passed without being noticed.’”

Cross found the Indians engaged in spearing fish. He recorded, “These people were
almost in a state of nudity, the men having a covering about their hips made of rabbit
skins, while the women had for petticoats dressed skins and for robes either undressed
rabbit or squirrel skins, which were a substitute for blankets.”!

The riflemen found the descent on August 18 to Three Island Crossing treacherous:

W/t was very difficult to descend the bills, and in spite of all efforts to the contrary
the wagons would get such bheadway as to render it dangerous to hold on to ropes
attached to them. I here witnessed the capsizing of several, throwing boxes and
barrels in all directions.’””

After one soldier drowned in an attempt to ford the Snake River, Loring decided to
leave the main route of the Oregon Trail in favor of the South Alternate.

A camp was made on Bruneau River August 24. Cross remarked the next day,
“Nothing up to this time had saved us since leaving Fort Hall but the decreasing of the
loads, which took place every three to four days, the breaking up of wagons, and

turning the most indifferent mules into the drove and taking the best to replace
them.”? Castle Buttes, which “only wanted the ivy to complete the touch,” were noted
August 25.” Passing Givens Hot Springs August 27, Cross arrived opposite Fort Boise
two days later. He recorded, “The walls and blockhouses are placed at the corners so
as to protect the several sides, and the sallyport or main entrance opens on Snake River.
Inside the walls the buildings are arranged around the four sides, one story high, and
similar in formation in every respect.”'®

While Loring’s force continued west to Fort Vancouver, Howard Stansbury and a
train of topographical engineers came to Salt Lake and scouted to find road routes and
potential fort sites. With eighteen men, five wagons, and forty-six horses and mules, he
joined an emigrant company.

From Salt Lake, Stansbury journeyed via parts of the California Trail and Hudspeth’s
Cutoff to Fort Hall and Cantonment Loring, where he found the troops quartered in
tents and engaged in the construction of a more substantial post. -Returning to Fort
Bridger, he camped September 10 in a little meadow on the south bank of Blacks Fork
about five miles from Fort Bridger.

Cantonment Loring was established by Brevet Lieutenant Colonel Andrew Porter
about five miles above Fort Hall on August 6, 1849, to protect emigrants on the trail. It
was vacated about May 1, 1850, because of lack of supplies, and the post was moved to
The Dalles, Oregon.

To reach Fort Hall from Salt Lake City, Stansbury examined a route later developed
as the Bannock Mountain Road. Stansbury regarded this route as the best natural road
he had seen; and until a Portneuf Canyon toll road supplanted it in 1860, Stansbury’s route
(which used part of Hudspeth'’s Cutoff into Hawkins Basin) accommodated Montana freight
traffic from Salt Lake.

Prior to Civil War hostilities, selection of a Pacific railroad route appeared to create as
insoluble a political problem as did slavery. In an attempt to resolve a dispute that aroused .
local as well as sectional rivalry, federal authorities looked to the “disinterested judgment of
science.”” Elaborate natural resource inventories were compiled.

By 1854 engineering expeditions were engaged in Pacific railroad surveys. These
investigations assembled and published scientific information much broader in scope than
simple engineering reports. In later Idaho, Lieutenant John Mullan investigated a route
between Lemhi Pass and Fort Hall. Finally F. W. Lander’s Wyoming-Idaho survey examined a
new South Pass-Fort Hall connection.

Dissatisfied with the results of Mullan’s and other northem explorations, Washington'’s
territorial legislature dispatched one of General Isaac 1. Stevens' civilian engineers, Frederick
West Lander, to explore the feasibility of a Puget Sound-to-South Pass variation. Lander tried
a route from South Pass to Fort Hall that ran north of any emigrant road then in use."”’

Scientific reports, however, could not overcome pre-Civil War sectional rivalries among
potential terminal cities. Chicago, Saint Louis, Memphis, and New Orleans, among others, had
strong support. But no one city could get a route designated. Railroad construction delays
led to demands for a national wagon-road program, patticularly from Westerners such as
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Stock-raising and cattle drives along emigrant roads began as part of several
different fur trade operations. Permanent herds were begun at Fort Hall
(with three cattle) in 1834 and at Fort Boise in 1836 when Henry Harmon
! Spalding left cows there in a convenient Hudson’s Bay Company
|jmg{'f;‘f?ﬁ[§fg exchange. By 1845, Fort Boise had almost 2,000 sheep, 73 pigs,

M 27 cattle, and 17 horses.?"

Emigrant traffic began to build up major herds at Fort Hall. Some herds of aban-
doned cattle that recuperated over a winter of inactivity were found by subsequent
emigrant parties. Cattle-raisers soon entered an Oregon Trail supply business. Many
were former trappers with Indian families who had virtually no competition and tended
to profit quite handsomely from emigrant needs for fresh stock. They established trade
stations along routes where both grass and water were readily available, and they
generally got the best of their customers. The most important Willamette Valley herds,
however, came West with emigrant parties, commencing with Jesse Applegate’s large
cow column of 18437

Mining in Idaho and Montana provided a greatly expanded cattle market after 1862.
Cattle from Oregon, Washington, and California came to several Idaho mining districts
by Oregon Trail routes. Ranches in upland valleys and prairies convenient to mining
districts developed herds of some consequence. In September 1864, Julius Caesar
Merrill noted herds of both cattle and sheep grazing at Camas Prairie, Little Camas, and
Willow Creek being fattened for the mining-camp markets of South Boise and Boise
Basin.?¢ In 1866, cattle from Nebraska and Texas began to reach Idaho by way of
South Pass and emigrant roads. Important southemn Idaho herds developed rapidly, but
long Idaho cattle drives back east through South Pass came after 1869.2

Union Pacific rail service across Wyoming affected Oregon Trail stock drives by 1868
and 1869. In order to gain access to additional range and to reduce transportation
costs, sheep and cattle drives continued through South Pass to shipping points farther
east. By 1869, foundations for major Idaho and Wyoming cattle herds were well
established. Most livestock operations, however, commenced as Oregon Trail sheep
and cattle drives. '

Livestock-raising and Oregon Trail sheep and cattle drives all expanded greatly in
Idaho after completion of railroad construction across Wyoming and Utah in 1869.

Idaho’s cattle ranges also underwent substantial expansion after 1869. With declin-
ing mining markets, Oregon, Washington, and Idaho had surplus cattle that were herd-
ed in large numbers along Oregon Trail routes to Wyoming for a decade after 1874.

Shorthomn cattle, superior in handling, in space needed, in weight, and in grade of beef, dis-
placed Texas longhoms from many northem plains ranches, including those of Wyoming.
Because of this, Oregon, Washington, and Idaho shorthorns began to move in large numbers
to Wyoming ranches and railheads. Until 1872, high Northwestern cattle prices delayed large
Montana and Wyoming purchases. Then a surplus of cattle, coincident with national econ-
omic panic in 1873, made Northwestemn stock attractive to Wyoming purchasers. By 1874,
a few thousand cattle were herded east.#®

Major stock purchases and cattle drives began to clear surplus herds from southem Idaho
as well as from Oregon and Washington by 1876. Oregon Trail cattle traffic eastward now
exceeded earlier westward cattle drives. Some catle were shipped east by rail from Black’s
Fork, but others were herded to Laramie and other Wyoming points. Even Bannock War
hostilities on Camas Prairie did not hold back an increasing number of cattle from coming
through in 1878. By 1879, Idaho was moving 40,000 head of cattle a year into Wyoming,
while an additional 60,000 were coming from farther west. With 100,000 or more a year tra-
versing Oregon Trail routes into Wyoming, cattle had become a major factor in Oregon Trail
traffic. In 1880, this number increased to 62,000 cattle from Washington, 58,300 from Oregon,
and another 50,000 from Idaho.* Wyoming ranches were expanding rapidly during that era,
with Oregon Trail herding routes accommodating increased numbers annually.

Moving large herds along Oregon Trail driveways required careful organization and
planning. A single herd of 24,800 used an Oregon Trail route to a Yellowstone winter camp
in 1880:

B 70 drive these cattle of Lang and Ryan to the Yellowstore country, where they will
winter, will require 800 head of horses and the services of 120 men. Most of these “cowboys”
are Kansas men, who bave been in the employ of this conicern for the past six years. Forty
wagons accompany the drive, and about 160 stand of loaded rifles will always be on hand,
good for about 3,000 shots at any band of bostile Indians that may attack them. The drive
will be cut up into three squads or bands of cattle, the first lot having two days start of the
third. This brings them in easy range of the rear from the front. In April they will begin to
gather up for the start, and by the 25th of that month the greatest body of cattle ever banded
together will be slowly marching eastward. Up to the twentieth of June the drive will be
about nine miles per day, but as the beat of summer comes along they will decrease it to
about five. Thergfore a steer travels no more on a drive of this kind than be would upon the
range, and is sure to be in good order when be reaches the Yellowstone, as there is abun-
dance of bunch grass as soon as the Grande Ronde river is passed
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