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artifacts bear strong resemblances to those of
Denbrigh occupied western and northern Alaska. As
mentioned above, there is disagreement as to the de-
gree of continuity between Denbigh and the subse-
quent cultures. There is also a difference in the terms
applied to them. South of the Seward Peninsula the
term “Norton” has been applied to the entire se-
quence, and the archaeological remains are gener-
ally seen as more homogenous than in the north, In
the north, the sequence has long been divided into
three separate cultures labeled “Choris,” “Naorton™
and “Ipiutak.”

Whatever terms are applied, beginning about 1,500
to 1,000 B.C., the area was inhabited by peoples who
appear to be more oriented toward the coast and
marine resources than were the Denbigh peoples.
Large coastal villages have been discovered at Cape
Mome and near Unalakleet, and smaller winter settle-
ments are also known from the Choris Peninsula.
Smaller sites from these culbures are also known from
the northern and norithwestern coasts of the Seward
Peninsula, but with the exception of one site at Gla-
cial Lake, no sites of Choris, Nurton, or Ipiutak affili-
ations have yet been located in the interier of the
peninsula.

We know much more about the peoples of this pe-
riod than we do about those from the earlier
Denbigh / Arctic Small Tool tradition period. Not only
have several houses been excavated, but the archaeo-
logical record for these peoples is richer and more
extensive. They are represented not only by stone
impiements and their by-products, but also by a
range of organic tools and faunal remains, which al-
low a fuller picture of the lives of the people wha
made them.

Dhiring this period we see the first large winter
coastal settlements, and faunal remaing and artifact
types document the importance of marine resources.
This period also sees the first evidence of fishing as
an important subsistence activity, although it may
hecome much less important during the later part of
the period. Peoples of this period made pottery, and
carved implements of bone, antler, ivory amd wood.
Houses were of several different forms, but were all
semi-subterranean pit houses similar in many re-
spects to those known from historic Eskimo sites.
Settlements seem to have been mostly in coastal ar-
eas, with short-term use of the interior, primarily tor
the hunting of caribou. In many respects, the peoples
of this period appear very similar to modern Eskimo
cultures in terms of their subsistence and settlement
patterns.

Birnirk. At the end of Norton times there appears
to have been a peried during which na one inhab-
ited the coastal areas of northwest Alaska, or at least

not in numbers sufficient to leave any significant ai-
chaeological record. At least one author has inter-
preted this hiatus as the result of climatic changes
thal reduced or eliminated salmon muns, followed by
a decline in the caribou herds (Bockstoce 1973;
1979:90). Following the break in the archaeological
record, a new culture, referred to as Birnirk, appears
at scattered locations in northwestern Alaska.
Bockstoce interprets the distrbution of Birnirk sites
as an indication that Birnirk peoples specialized in
the hunbing of marine mammals, and suggests that
improved harpoon technology, especially use of the
inflatable float, gave them the ability to exploit these
resources maore efficiently than Nearton peoples
{1979:91-92),

Thaile. The marine mammal hunters of Birnirk were
followed by the Thule culture, clearly antecedent to
radern Eskimas, and developing out of Birnirk. In
the vears after about 1000 AD the people of this tra-
dition spread quickly across Arctic Alaska, Canada,
and inte Greenland, and also along the subarctic
Bering Sea coasts of Alaska. Thule peoples contin-
ued the strong orientation toward marine resources
that characterized their predecessors. Whaling was
an important subsistence activity in many coastal ar-
eas, and the hunting of smaller sea mammals and
caribou continued. In certain areas, notably the
Kobuk River and the central Brooks Range, subsis-
tence patterns developed which were more depen-
dent on inland resources such as salmon and caribou
on the Kobuk, and caribou in the Brooks Range.

QOver time, local variations developed in groups
belonging to the Thule tradition. At the Nuklest site
at Cape Denbigh, Giddings excavated remains that
document mare or less continuows occupation from
the twelfth ta the eighteenth centuries, and which
show a subsistence pattern involving roughly equal
reliance on sea mammals, fish, and caribou (Giddings
1964:113-114). Bockstace {1979:78) hypothesizes a
similar pattern at Cape Nome, but with greater use
of walrus and less of beluga and birds.

In general, then, it appears that Thule tirmnes repre-
sent the spread of mostly coastal-oriented peoples
into what were largely unpopulated portions of the
Arctic and subarctic, followed by adaptation to local
conditions. This trend continued untl the historic
period when contacts with European and American
culture initiated major changes in the cultures of the
region.

History

The (irst part of the historic period in and around
Norten Sound lasted from about 1778 to 1830, and
was characterized by a few short visits by explorers.
Captain Cook visited the area in 1778, exploring



Norton Sound, naming several geographic featutes,
and noting a small village, probably at the mouth of
the Kwik river just west of Bald Head [Ray 1975:41).
Cook's party traded for food with Natives near Bald
Head and Cape Denbigh, leaving the area after a stay
of about ten days.

Two trips were made by explorers to the Seward
Peninsula area in 1791, although neither visited the
eastern part of the peninsula. Ivan Kobelev visited
the Diomedes, Wales and King Island in June, and
an expedition in the charge of Joseph Billings visited
Cape Radney, ahout 4) miles northwest of Nome, in
July of 1791 {Ray 19753:47-33).

One last explorer visited the area during this earli-
est period of contact. In 1827 Frederick William
Beechey's expedition visited Cape Rodney, Port
Clarence, and Grantley Harbor. Once again, however,
there appears to have been no direct contact with the
eastern part of the peninsula.

Contacts invelving the peoples of the eastern
Seward Peninsula increased after 1850. The search
for the missing party of 5ir John Franklin resulted in
several ships over-wintering at Port Clarence in the
vears between 1851 and 1854 (Ray 1975:143-148). In
1851 a party traveled overland from the Plover at Port
Clarence to 5t. Michael, passing through Fish River,
Golovnin Bay and Shaktoolik, and returning by way
of Egavik, Shaktoolik, Golovin, White Mountain,
Casedepaga, and Kauwerak (Ray 1975:148).

In the years 1865-1867 the attempt to construct a
telegraph line across Alaska and the Bering Strait re-
sulted in additional contacts. Although uldmately
unsuccessful, the attempt produced the first groups
of Eurg-Ameticans to stay more than a few days in
the region. Base camp for the telegraph expedition
was first established in 5t. Michael in 1865 (Ray
1975:158). In 1866 a smaller group was established at
Port Clarence (Ray 1975:157). This Port Clarence
group was under the command of Daniel B. Libby
{Ray 1975:164). A party associated with the telegraph
expedition is credited by Brooks (1908:13) with the
first significant inland exploration, and with the dis-
covery of gold on the Niukluk River.

This inikial discovery of gold produced no rush ta
the north, and in fact appears to have had no imme-
diate effect whatsoever, Indeed, the first atternpts to
extract minerals from the Seward Peninsula were to
have nothing to do with gald or the Niukluk River,
although they would vecur in the same general area.
In 1880 reports of rich silver ores from the Omiiak
mine near the Fish River were published in San Fran-
cisco, and in 1881 a small mining campany was
formed to exploit them (Ray 1974:142-143). Over the
next decade several attempts were made to develop
amine at Omilak, none of them very successful. Only

a few hundred tons of ore were ever mined, and some
of this never made it to market as a result of ships
going astray (Ray 1974:144-145).

Une emplovee of the Omilak silver mine was to
play a role in the subsequent history of the region,
however. John Dexter began prospecting on the
Niukluk River in 1891 and continued in 1892, He es-
tablished a trading post at Cheenik on Golovnin Bay,
and supported at least one other prospecting effort
inta the Niukluk river (Castle 1912:8-9). Although
these various expeditions are reported to have re-
sulted in the discovery of gold, the discoveries were
apparently not significant encugh to justify further
development. Dexter’s trading post developed into
sornething of a center for developrnents in the region,
and a Swedish Evangelical Mission and Protestant
Episcopal Mission were both established there, Tn
1896 reindeer herds were established at the two mis-
sions, as part of an early distrbution of animals to
missions by Sheldon Jacksen (Stern et al. 1980:26-27).

The discovery of gold which led to the establish-
ment of Council and the beginnings of the rush o
the Seward Peninsula, happened in 1898. After 30
years away from Alaska, Dantel Libby returned to
the area in 1897, intent on relocating the streams
where he had seen gold during his days with the tele-
graph expedition {Cole 1984:4). With his three part-
ners, Louis Melsing, H. L. Blake, and A. . Mordaunt,
he arrived at Dexter’s trading post in the fall of 1897,
By spring of the following year, the Libby party had
discovered gold on Melsing and Ophir creeks, and
with N. O, Hultberg, a missicnary trom Cheenik; P
H. Andersen, a mission teacher; and Dr, A. N.
Kittlesen, assistant superintendent of the reindeer
station at Port Clarence, had formed a mining dis-
trict and staked out the townsite of Council City {Cole
19584:19.

Later in 1398 a group of three men who had met at
Council traveled west to the Snake River, where they
staked claims that would begin the great rush to
Norne. Altheugh there is confusion about who may
have first discovered gold in the Nome area, there is
na disputing the fact that the first claims to be staked
were laid out by the three “lucky Swedes"” Jafet
Lindeberg, John Brynteson, and Ere Lindblom. These
three subsequently enlisted the aid of Dr. Kittlesen
and G. W, Price and established the Cape Nome min-
ing district in October 1858, Price, who had been
working for Charles D. Lane, a successful Califomnia
miner and millionaire, had been part ot the abortive
rush to Kotzebue Sound in 1898, staying behind af-
Fer Lane returned home, and traveling to Council
after hearing of the strike there, He amrived just in
time to encounter the three locators from Anvil Creek
and to become an active participant {n the establish-





























