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"Hawes, David" <rhawes@blm.gov>

From: "Hawes, David" <rhawes@blm.gov>
Sent: Thu May 07 2015 05:25:20 GMT-0600 (MDT)
To: Rowle P Simmons <web.bos.district1@yavapai.us>

Subject: Proposed Removal/Mining of Volcanic Tuff Stockpile Near Skull
Valley

Dear Supervisor Simmons:  

We haven't had the chance to meet. I'm the Bureau of Land Management's Hassayampa Field Manager. The field office
area includes about a million acres of BLM-administered public lands north and west of Phoenix, including the public
lands in your district. 

Allison Dixon from the Skull Valley area contacted us yesterday to notify us about her web site
www.kirklandmineforum.org, which indicates that you are a attending a meeting on the subject May 14 in Skull Valley,
which is why I wanted to contact you. 

We welcome any public involvement in such matters. I'm just trying to size up the level of true public interest. I already
determined that the level of NEPA (National Environmental Policy Act) analysis required is a CX (Categorical Exclusion)
based on BLM's Departmental Manual, which lists actions only requiring a CX and states in section 516 DM 11.5F(10),
"Disposal of mineral materials such as sand, stone, gravel, pumice, pumicite, cinders, and clay, in amounts not
exceeding 50,000 cubic yards or disturbing more than 5 acres." The current proposal for mining a previously mined
volcanic tuff stockpile covers less than four acres and is for 21,000-28,000 cubic yards). If the proponent wants to do
anything else, it would require a new application.

The BLM's level of analysis can be elevated to an EA (Environmental Assessment) based on special circumstances
which includes significant public concern or controversy. Such analysis is considerably more expensive and time-
consuming. I would appreciate your input as I consider the appropriate level of NEPA analysis.

Also, be advised that we are working with Ms. Dixon to correct several errors on her web site regarding the applicable
laws, regulations, land use plan, BLM programs, and BLM office. 

— Rem Hawes 
    Hassayampa Field Manager 
    BLM Phoenix District 
    21605 N 7th Ave • Phoenix, AZ 85027 • 623-580-5530 
 

"Hawes, David" <rhawes@blm.gov>

From: "Hawes, David" <rhawes@blm.gov>
Sent: Thu May 07 2015 05:32:13 GMT-0600 (MDT)

http://www.kirklandmineforum.org/


To: Thomas Thurman <Thomas.Thurman@yavapai.us>

Subject: Fwd: Proposed Removal/Mining of Volcanic Tuff Stockpile Near
Skull Valley

Suprvisor Thurman:   I just want to let you know that I'm contacting Supervisor Rowle Simmons
regarding a public land mining issue in District 1 near Skull Valley. I don't know him at all but I
could use some feedback about the level of public interest in the project. See you Saturday. 
— Rem 

---------- Forwarded message ----------
From: Hawes, David <rhawes@blm.gov>
Date: Thu, May 7, 2015 at 4:25 AM
Subject: Proposed Removal/Mining of Volcanic Tuff Stockpile Near Skull Valley
To: Rowle P Simmons <web.bos.district1@yavapai.us>

Dear Supervisor Simmons:  

We haven't had the chance to meet. I'm the Bureau of Land Management's Hassayampa Field Manager. The field office
area includes about a million acres of BLM-administered public lands north and west of Phoenix, including the public
lands in your district. 

Allison Dixon from the Skull Valley area contacted us yesterday to notify us about her web site
www.kirklandmineforum.org, which indicates that you are a attending a meeting on the subject May 14 in Skull Valley,
which is why I wanted to contact you. 

We welcome any public involvement in such matters. I'm just trying to size up the level of true public interest. I already
determined that the level of NEPA (National Environmental Policy Act) analysis required is a CX (Categorical Exclusion)
based on BLM's Departmental Manual, which lists actions only requiring a CX and states in section 516 DM 11.5F(10),
"Disposal of mineral materials such as sand, stone, gravel, pumice, pumicite, cinders, and clay, in amounts not
exceeding 50,000 cubic yards or disturbing more than 5 acres." The current proposal for mining a previously mined
volcanic tuff stockpile covers less than four acres and is for 21,000-28,000 cubic yards). If the proponent wants to do
anything else, it would require a new application.

The BLM's level of analysis can be elevated to an EA (Environmental Assessment) based on special circumstances
which includes significant public concern or controversy. Such analysis is considerably more expensive and time-
consuming. I would appreciate your input as I consider the appropriate level of NEPA analysis.

Also, be advised that we are working with Ms. Dixon to correct several errors on her web site regarding the applicable
laws, regulations, land use plan, BLM programs, and BLM office. 

— Rem Hawes 
    Hassayampa Field Manager 
    BLM Phoenix District 
    21605 N 7th Ave • Phoenix, AZ 85027 • 623-580-5530 
 

Thomas Thurman <Thomas.Thurman@yavapai.us>

From: Thomas Thurman <Thomas.Thurman@yavapai.us>
Sent: Thu May 07 2015 08:20:04 GMT-0600 (MDT)
To: "Hawes, David" <rhawes@blm.gov>
CC: Marlyn Summers <Marlyn.Summers@yavapai.us>

Subject: RE: Proposed Removal/Mining of Volcanic Tuff Stockpile Near
Skull Valley

I already heard from on the folks out there that I’ve known for years that they are very concerned about

mailto:rhawes@blm.gov
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traffic and dust. I can tell as a county person our roads dept. may have concern also with safety.
Remediation is a good thing and jobs are also good as long as it doesn’t reduce water tables to far and
ruin the locals air. We do not have a PM-10 particulate ordinance in Yavapai county. One word of info ,
 state Senator Judy Burges has a home off of Windmill drive too.
 
From: Hawes, David [mailto:rhawes@blm.gov] 
Sent: Thursday, May 07, 2015 4:32 AM
To: Thomas Thurman
Subject: Fwd: Proposed Removal/Mining of Volcanic Tuff Stockpile Near Skull Valley
 
Suprvisor Thurman:   I just want to let you know that I'm contacting Supervisor Rowle Simmons
regarding a public land mining issue in District 1 near Skull Valley. I don't know him at all but I could use
some feedback about the level of public interest in the project. See you Saturday. 
— Rem 
 
 
---------- Forwarded message ----------
From: Hawes, David <rhawes@blm.gov>
Date: Thu, May 7, 2015 at 4:25 AM
Subject: Proposed Removal/Mining of Volcanic Tuff Stockpile Near Skull Valley
To: Rowle P Simmons <web.bos.district1@yavapai.us>

Dear Supervisor Simmons:  
 
We haven't had the chance to meet. I'm the Bureau of Land Management's Hassayampa Field Manager. The field office area includes
about a million acres of BLM-administered public lands north and west of Phoenix, including the public lands in your district. 
 
Allison Dixon from the Skull Valley area contacted us yesterday to notify us about her web site www.kirklandmineforum.org, which
indicates that you are a attending a meeting on the subject May 14 in Skull Valley, which is why I wanted to contact you. 
 
We welcome any public involvement in such matters. I'm just trying to size up the level of true public interest. I already determined
that the level of NEPA (National Environmental Policy Act) analysis required is a CX (Categorical Exclusion) based on BLM's
Departmental Manual, which lists actions only requiring a CX and states in section 516 DM 11.5F(10), "Disposal of mineral materials
such as sand, stone, gravel, pumice, pumicite, cinders, and clay, in amounts not exceeding 50,000 cubic yards or disturbing more than
5 acres." The current proposal for mining a previously mined volcanic tuff stockpile covers less than four acres and is for 21,000-
28,000 cubic yards). If the proponent wants to do anything else, it would require a new application.
 
The BLM's level of analysis can be elevated to an EA (Environmental Assessment) based on special circumstances which includes
significant public concern or controversy. Such analysis is considerably more expensive and time-consuming. I would appreciate your
input as I consider the appropriate level of NEPA analysis.
 
Also, be advised that we are working with Ms. Dixon to correct several errors on her web site regarding the applicable laws,
regulations, land use plan, BLM programs, and BLM office. 

— Rem Hawes 
    Hassayampa Field Manager 
    BLM Phoenix District 
    21605 N 7th Ave • Phoenix, AZ 85027 • 623-580-5530 
 
 

Barbara Fox-Thomas <Barbara.Fox-Thomas@yavapai.us>

From: Barbara Fox-Thomas <Barbara.Fox-Thomas@yavapai.us>
Sent: Fri May 08 2015 09:50:44 GMT-0600 (MDT)
To: "'Hawes, David'" <rhawes@blm.gov>

CC: Rowle Simmons <Rowle.Simmons@yavapai.us>, Steven Mauk
<Steven.Mauk@yavapai.us>
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Subject: RE: Proposed Removal/Mining of Volcanic Tuff Stockpile Near
Skull Valley

Attachments: image002.jpg

Good morning Mr. Hawes,
 
Thank you for returning my call yesterday afternoon.  We appreciate your willingness to be present at the
meeting on Thursday, May 14, 2015 @ 6:00 p.m. The meeting will be held at the Skull Valley Community
Center located at 3150 Old Skull Valley Road.  My cell number is 928.499.4586.
 
We will be having dinner at the Skull Valley diner (just re-opened) at 5:00 p.m. please join us (provided
they are open)!  I will let you know as the new operators have changed their hours.
 
Best regards,
 

Yavapai_C Barbara Fox-Thomas
Administrative Assistant for
Rowle P. Simmons, Member
Yavapai County Board of Supervisors
District 1
(928) 442-5616
Web.bos.district1@yavapai.us

It is too late, when told to evacuate! BE FIREWISE -  www.regionalinfo-alert.org
 
 
 
From: Hawes, David [mailto:rhawes@blm.gov] 
Sent: Thursday, May 07, 2015 4:25 AM
To: web.bos.district1
Subject: Proposed Removal/Mining of Volcanic Tuff Stockpile Near Skull Valley
 
Dear Supervisor Simmons:  
 
We haven't had the chance to meet. I'm the Bureau of Land Management's Hassayampa Field Manager. The field office area includes
about a million acres of BLM-administered public lands north and west of Phoenix, including the public lands in your district. 
 
Allison Dixon from the Skull Valley area contacted us yesterday to notify us about her web site www.kirklandmineforum.org, which
indicates that you are a attending a meeting on the subject May 14 in Skull Valley, which is why I wanted to contact you. 
 
We welcome any public involvement in such matters. I'm just trying to size up the level of true public interest. I already determined
that the level of NEPA (National Environmental Policy Act) analysis required is a CX (Categorical Exclusion) based on BLM's
Departmental Manual, which lists actions only requiring a CX and states in section 516 DM 11.5F(10), "Disposal of mineral materials
such as sand, stone, gravel, pumice, pumicite, cinders, and clay, in amounts not exceeding 50,000 cubic yards or disturbing more than
5 acres." The current proposal for mining a previously mined volcanic tuff stockpile covers less than four acres and is for 21,000-
28,000 cubic yards). If the proponent wants to do anything else, it would require a new application.
 
The BLM's level of analysis can be elevated to an EA (Environmental Assessment) based on special circumstances which includes
significant public concern or controversy. Such analysis is considerably more expensive and time-consuming. I would appreciate your
input as I consider the appropriate level of NEPA analysis.
 
Also, be advised that we are working with Ms. Dixon to correct several errors on her web site regarding the applicable laws,
regulations, land use plan, BLM programs, and BLM office. 

— Rem Hawes 
    Hassayampa Field Manager 
    BLM Phoenix District 
    21605 N 7th Ave • Phoenix, AZ 85027 • 623-580-5530 
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