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is allowed with hand tools only (shovel,
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office for more details.
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WATER FLOWS AND BOATING INFORMATION

The upper-most section of Clear Creek starts at the NEED Camp bridge, about two miles below Whiskeytown Dam in Whiskeytown National Recreation Area and ends at the Placer Street
high bridge over Clear Creek. This 5.5 mile section is very remote, rugged, and undeveloped canyon with several class IV rapids and one class V- rapid. All these rapids can be scouted or
portaged with some difficulty.

From Placer Street two miles down to the Clear Creek Road bridge at Horsetown Clear Creek Preserve, the creek is easier and the rapids only reach a difficulty of class III+. This section is
also remote and it would be very difficult to hike out of this steep-walled canyon.

These two upper runs can be done with flows down to about 200cfs. The upper flow limit is dependent on the skill level of the individual boater.

The two mile section, from Clear Creek Road bridge down to just above the Clear Creek “Saeltzer” Gorge, is fairly mild with class I rapids. Be sure to take out where Clear Creek Road nears
the creek immediately before the steep, rocky, dangerous Class VI gorge.

DO NOT ATTEMPT TO PADDLE OR FLOAT THIS UNRUNNABLE GORGE!

Just downstream from the Salmon Viewing Platform there is an access trail to the creek. From here down to Highway 273, it is a 6-mile float characterized by thick creek-side vegetation,
abundant wildlife and some class I rapids. The ACID canal siphons under the creek below China Gardens and running it may require more than class I skills. There is a rocky rapid at the
Highway 273 bridge, which may reach class III in difficulty, depending on the flow.




