
Conversation Contents
Fwd: Kirkland Mining Company

"Garrett, Verl" <jgarrett@blm.gov>

From: "Garrett, Verl" <jgarrett@blm.gov>
Sent: Wed May 06 2015 12:37:08 GMT-0600 (MDT)
To: David Eddy <deddy@blm.gov>, David Hawes <rhawes@blm.gov>
Subject: Fwd: Kirkland Mining Company

Jeff Garrett
Geologist
Arizona State Office
One North Central Ave., Ste. 800
Phoenix AZ 85004
(602)417-9349

---------- Forwarded message ----------
From: ASOWEB, BLM_AZ <blm_az_asoweb@blm.gov>
Date: Wed, May 6, 2015 at 10:57 AM
Subject: Fwd: Kirkland Mining Company
To: Verl Garrett <jgarrett@blm.gov>

Hello Mr. Garrett, 

Can you please address?  Thank you!

---------- Forwarded message ----------
From: Denise Bennett <elated2be@msn.com>
Date: Sun, May 3, 2015 at 4:46 PM
Subject: Kirkland Mining Company
To: ASOWEB_AZ@blm.gov

My name is Denise Bennett. I am writing to in quire about a pozzolan mine opening in Kirkland,
Arizona. The proposed open-pit mine is within feet of homes in my neighborhood.

I viewed the eplanning project search web page and couldn't find a Land Use Plan or NEPA
documents. I attempted to access information on the BLM website concerning any preliminary
screening for NEPA applicability or categorical exclusions on the subject and found nothing.

Areta Zouvas, owner of the Kirkland Mining Company, was asked to address the community
and she spoke of a mining plan of operation submission to the BLM but didn't mention a
resource management plan. Is a RMP, EA or EIS not required for her to begin mining a 30-year
dormant claim?
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I speak for many residents and visitors to the area when I say that an extensive public comment
period is necessary prior to any mining operation beginning in Kirkland to allow those affected to
gather and prepare data to submit to the BLM illustrating the devastating and irreparable harm a
mining operation would have on the environmental quality of this community and to this unique
area of Arizona.

I look forward to receiving answers to my questions and, hopefully, reassurance that one
individual claim cannot take away the environmental quality of a whole community without
careful investigation, including public input.

Sincerely,
Denise Bennett
elated2be@msn.com
P.O. Box 222
Skull Valley, Arizona 86338
(970) 406-0846

Kirkland Mining Company
Areta Zouvas
3200 Fourth Avenue Ste 101A
San Diego, CA. 92103
Office: (619) 688-3939
Cell: (619) 846-4671

"Conrath, Frederick" <fconrath@blm.gov>

From: "Conrath, Frederick" <fconrath@blm.gov>
Sent: Wed May 06 2015 14:39:57 GMT-0600 (MDT)
To: David Eddy <deddy@blm.gov>
BCC: rhawes@blm.gov
Subject: Re: Kirkland Mining Company

Dave:

If it is true that the proposed mine boundary is within feet of homes, you may want to talk with
your management about approving this project.  Projects like this can pose a headache for
years to come.  The Tucson Field Office, with my help, just turn down a project that was too
close to a residential area. 

Fred Conrath
Geologist
Arizona State Office
602-417-9225

On Wed, May 6, 2015 at 11:46 AM, Garrett, Verl <jgarrett@blm.gov> wrote:
I've already forwarded to Dave.
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Jeff Garrett
Geologist
Arizona State Office
One North Central Ave., Ste. 800
Phoenix AZ 85004
(602)417-9349

---------- Forwarded message ----------
From: ASOWEB, BLM_AZ <blm_az_asoweb@blm.gov>
Date: Wed, May 6, 2015 at 10:57 AM
Subject: Fwd: Kirkland Mining Company
To: Verl Garrett <jgarrett@blm.gov>

Hello Mr. Garrett, 

Can you please address?  Thank you!

---------- Forwarded message ----------
From: Denise Bennett <elated2be@msn.com>
Date: Sun, May 3, 2015 at 4:46 PM
Subject: Kirkland Mining Company
To: ASOWEB_AZ@blm.gov

My name is Denise Bennett. I am writing to in quire about a pozzolan mine opening in
Kirkland, Arizona. The proposed open-pit mine is within feet of homes in my neighborhood.

I viewed the eplanning project search web page and couldn't find a Land Use Plan or NEPA
documents. I attempted to access information on the BLM website concerning any preliminary
screening for NEPA applicability or categorical exclusions on the subject and found nothing.

Areta Zouvas, owner of the Kirkland Mining Company, was asked to address the community
and she spoke of a mining plan of operation submission to the BLM but didn't mention a
resource management plan. Is a RMP, EA or EIS not required for her to begin mining a 30-
year dormant claim?

I speak for many residents and visitors to the area when I say that an extensive public
comment period is necessary prior to any mining operation beginning in Kirkland to allow
those affected to gather and prepare data to submit to the BLM illustrating the devastating
and irreparable harm a mining operation would have on the environmental quality of this
community and to this unique area of Arizona.

I look forward to receiving answers to my questions and, hopefully, reassurance that one
individual claim cannot take away the environmental quality of a whole community without
careful investigation, including public input.

Sincerely,
Denise Bennett
elated2be@msn.com
P.O. Box 222
Skull Valley, Arizona 86338
(970) 406-0846

Kirkland Mining Company
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Areta Zouvas
3200 Fourth Avenue Ste 101A
San Diego, CA. 92103
Office: (619) 688-3939
Cell: (619) 846-4671

"Hawes, David" <rhawes@blm.gov>

From: "Hawes, David" <rhawes@blm.gov>
Sent: Thu May 07 2015 05:40:00 GMT-0600 (MDT)
To: "Garrett, Verl" <jgarrett@blm.gov>
CC: David Eddy <deddy@blm.gov>
BCC: Frederick Conrath <fconrath@blm.gov>
Subject: Re: Kirkland Mining Company

Thanks. Dave and I will respond to Ms. Bennett. 
— Rem 

On Wed, May 6, 2015 at 11:37 AM, Garrett, Verl <jgarrett@blm.gov> wrote:

Jeff Garrett
Geologist
Arizona State Office
One North Central Ave., Ste. 800
Phoenix AZ 85004
(602)417-9349

---------- Forwarded message ----------
From: ASOWEB, BLM_AZ <blm_az_asoweb@blm.gov>
Date: Wed, May 6, 2015 at 10:57 AM
Subject: Fwd: Kirkland Mining Company
To: Verl Garrett <jgarrett@blm.gov>

Hello Mr. Garrett, 

Can you please address?  Thank you!

---------- Forwarded message ----------
From: Denise Bennett <elated2be@msn.com>
Date: Sun, May 3, 2015 at 4:46 PM
Subject: Kirkland Mining Company
To: ASOWEB_AZ@blm.gov

mailto:jgarrett@blm.gov
mailto:blm_az_asoweb@blm.gov
mailto:jgarrett@blm.gov
mailto:elated2be@msn.com
mailto:ASOWEB_AZ@blm.gov


My name is Denise Bennett. I am writing to in quire about a pozzolan mine opening in
Kirkland, Arizona. The proposed open-pit mine is within feet of homes in my neighborhood.

I viewed the eplanning project search web page and couldn't find a Land Use Plan or NEPA
documents. I attempted to access information on the BLM website concerning any preliminary
screening for NEPA applicability or categorical exclusions on the subject and found nothing.

Areta Zouvas, owner of the Kirkland Mining Company, was asked to address the community
and she spoke of a mining plan of operation submission to the BLM but didn't mention a
resource management plan. Is a RMP, EA or EIS not required for her to begin mining a 30-
year dormant claim?

I speak for many residents and visitors to the area when I say that an extensive public
comment period is necessary prior to any mining operation beginning in Kirkland to allow
those affected to gather and prepare data to submit to the BLM illustrating the devastating
and irreparable harm a mining operation would have on the environmental quality of this
community and to this unique area of Arizona.

I look forward to receiving answers to my questions and, hopefully, reassurance that one
individual claim cannot take away the environmental quality of a whole community without
careful investigation, including public input.

Sincerely,
Denise Bennett
elated2be@msn.com
P.O. Box 222
Skull Valley, Arizona 86338
(970) 406-0846

Kirkland Mining Company
Areta Zouvas
3200 Fourth Avenue Ste 101A
San Diego, CA. 92103
Office: (619) 688-3939
Cell: (619) 846-4671

"Hawes, David" <rhawes@blm.gov>

From: "Hawes, David" <rhawes@blm.gov>
Sent: Thu May 07 2015 06:21:28 GMT-0600 (MDT)
To: David Eddy <deddy@blm.gov>
Subject: Re: Kirkland Mining Company

So do you want to respond or shall I? Something along the lines of the following is what I'm inclined to say: 

Ms. Bennett:   Thank you for contacting the BLM regarding the proposed volcanic tuff mining operation near Kirkland
and Skull Valley, Arizona. The public land site is within the Bureau of Land Management's Hassayampa Field Office
area, which includes about a million acres of BLM-administered public lands north and west of Phoenix, including the
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public lands in southern Yavapai County. 

Following an eight year effort and the production of an EIS, in 2010 the BLM issued the Bradshaw-Harquahala RMP,
which includes the Skull Valley area. (The RMP documents are located here:
http://www.blm.gov/az/st/en/info/nepa/environmental_library/arizona_resource_management/afria-bradshaw.html). The
RMP identifies the mine and surrounding area as open to mineral materials and locatable mineral production. 

The mine area was significantly disturbed by mining activity up until the 1980s. The current proposal is to mine/process
the previously mined volcanic tuff stockpile in the area. I / the BLM determined that the level of NEPA (National
Environmental Policy Act) analysis required is a CX (Categorical Exclusion) based on BLM's Departmental Manual,
which lists actions only requiring a CX and states in section 516 DM 11.5F(10), "Disposal of mineral materials such as
sand, stone, gravel, pumice, pumicite, cinders, and clay, in amounts not exceeding 50,000 cubic yards or disturbing
more than 5 acres." The current proposal for mining the previously mined volcanic tuff stockpile covers less than four
acres and is for 21,000-28,000 cubic yards). If the proponent wants to do anything else, it would require a new
application and consideration, which would include public scoping, meetings, and additional environmental analysis. 

If you have any future questions, contact me or Geologist Dave Eddy at 623-580-5517 or deddy@blm.gov. 

— Rem Hawes 
    Hassayampa Field Manager 
    BLM Phoenix District 
    21605 N 7th Ave • Phoenix, AZ 85027 • 623-580-5530 

On Wed, May 6, 2015 at 11:37 AM, Garrett, Verl <jgarrett@blm.gov> wrote:

Jeff Garrett
Geologist
Arizona State Office
One North Central Ave., Ste. 800
Phoenix AZ 85004
(602)417-9349

---------- Forwarded message ----------
From: ASOWEB, BLM_AZ <blm_az_asoweb@blm.gov>
Date: Wed, May 6, 2015 at 10:57 AM
Subject: Fwd: Kirkland Mining Company
To: Verl Garrett <jgarrett@blm.gov>

Hello Mr. Garrett, 

Can you please address?  Thank you!

---------- Forwarded message ----------
From: Denise Bennett <elated2be@msn.com>
Date: Sun, May 3, 2015 at 4:46 PM
Subject: Kirkland Mining Company
To: ASOWEB_AZ@blm.gov

My name is Denise Bennett. I am writing to in quire about a pozzolan mine opening in
Kirkland, Arizona. The proposed open-pit mine is within feet of homes in my neighborhood.

I viewed the eplanning project search web page and couldn't find a Land Use Plan or NEPA
documents. I attempted to access information on the BLM website concerning any preliminary
screening for NEPA applicability or categorical exclusions on the subject and found nothing.
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Areta Zouvas, owner of the Kirkland Mining Company, was asked to address the community
and she spoke of a mining plan of operation submission to the BLM but didn't mention a
resource management plan. Is a RMP, EA or EIS not required for her to begin mining a 30-
year dormant claim?

I speak for many residents and visitors to the area when I say that an extensive public
comment period is necessary prior to any mining operation beginning in Kirkland to allow
those affected to gather and prepare data to submit to the BLM illustrating the devastating
and irreparable harm a mining operation would have on the environmental quality of this
community and to this unique area of Arizona.

I look forward to receiving answers to my questions and, hopefully, reassurance that one
individual claim cannot take away the environmental quality of a whole community without
careful investigation, including public input.

Sincerely,
Denise Bennett
elated2be@msn.com
P.O. Box 222
Skull Valley, Arizona 86338
(970) 406-0846

Kirkland Mining Company
Areta Zouvas
3200 Fourth Avenue Ste 101A
San Diego, CA. 92103
Office: (619) 688-3939
Cell: (619) 846-4671

"Eddy, David" <deddy@blm.gov>

From: "Eddy, David" <deddy@blm.gov>
Sent: Thu May 07 2015 14:15:25 GMT-0600 (MDT)
To: "Hawes, David" <rhawes@blm.gov>
Subject: Re: Kirkland Mining Company

Rem,

You can go ahead and answer it since it seems you've already put the response together.  
She'll no doubt have more questions in the future and I'll probably be getting those.  Also I'm
talking/emailing other folks from the area over their concerns as well.

Dave
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On Thu, May 7, 2015 at 5:21 AM, Hawes, David <rhawes@blm.gov> wrote:
So do you want to respond or shall I? Something along the lines of the following is what I'm inclined to say: 

Ms. Bennett:   Thank you for contacting the BLM regarding the proposed volcanic tuff mining operation near Kirkland
and Skull Valley, Arizona. The public land site is within the Bureau of Land Management's Hassayampa Field Office
area, which includes about a million acres of BLM-administered public lands north and west of Phoenix, including the
public lands in southern Yavapai County. 

Following an eight year effort and the production of an EIS, in 2010 the BLM issued the Bradshaw-Harquahala RMP,
which includes the Skull Valley area. (The RMP documents are located here:
http://www.blm.gov/az/st/en/info/nepa/environmental_library/arizona_resource_management/afria-bradshaw.html).
The RMP identifies the mine and surrounding area as open to mineral materials and locatable mineral production. 

The mine area was significantly disturbed by mining activity up until the 1980s. The current proposal is to
mine/process the previously mined volcanic tuff stockpile in the area. I / the BLM determined that the level of NEPA
(National Environmental Policy Act) analysis required is a CX (Categorical Exclusion) based on BLM's Departmental
Manual, which lists actions only requiring a CX and states in section 516 DM 11.5F(10), "Disposal of mineral
materials such as sand, stone, gravel, pumice, pumicite, cinders, and clay, in amounts not exceeding 50,000 cubic
yards or disturbing more than 5 acres." The current proposal for mining the previously mined volcanic tuff stockpile
covers less than four acres and is for 21,000-28,000 cubic yards). If the proponent wants to do anything else, it would
require a new application and consideration, which would include public scoping, meetings, and additional
environmental analysis. 

If you have any future questions, contact me or Geologist Dave Eddy at 623-580-5517 or deddy@blm.gov. 

— Rem Hawes 
    Hassayampa Field Manager 
    BLM Phoenix District 
    21605 N 7th Ave • Phoenix, AZ 85027 • 623-580-5530 

On Wed, May 6, 2015 at 11:37 AM, Garrett, Verl <jgarrett@blm.gov> wrote:

Jeff Garrett
Geologist
Arizona State Office
One North Central Ave., Ste. 800
Phoenix AZ 85004
(602)417-9349

---------- Forwarded message ----------
From: ASOWEB, BLM_AZ <blm_az_asoweb@blm.gov>
Date: Wed, May 6, 2015 at 10:57 AM
Subject: Fwd: Kirkland Mining Company
To: Verl Garrett <jgarrett@blm.gov>

Hello Mr. Garrett, 

Can you please address?  Thank you!

---------- Forwarded message ----------
From: Denise Bennett <elated2be@msn.com>
Date: Sun, May 3, 2015 at 4:46 PM
Subject: Kirkland Mining Company
To: ASOWEB_AZ@blm.gov
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My name is Denise Bennett. I am writing to in quire about a pozzolan mine opening in
Kirkland, Arizona. The proposed open-pit mine is within feet of homes in my neighborhood.

I viewed the eplanning project search web page and couldn't find a Land Use Plan or NEPA
documents. I attempted to access information on the BLM website concerning any
preliminary screening for NEPA applicability or categorical exclusions on the subject and
found nothing.

Areta Zouvas, owner of the Kirkland Mining Company, was asked to address the
community and she spoke of a mining plan of operation submission to the BLM but didn't
mention a resource management plan. Is a RMP, EA or EIS not required for her to begin
mining a 30-year dormant claim?

I speak for many residents and visitors to the area when I say that an extensive public
comment period is necessary prior to any mining operation beginning in Kirkland to allow
those affected to gather and prepare data to submit to the BLM illustrating the devastating
and irreparable harm a mining operation would have on the environmental quality of this
community and to this unique area of Arizona.

I look forward to receiving answers to my questions and, hopefully, reassurance that one
individual claim cannot take away the environmental quality of a whole community without
careful investigation, including public input.

Sincerely,
Denise Bennett
elated2be@msn.com
P.O. Box 222
Skull Valley, Arizona 86338
(970) 406-0846

Kirkland Mining Company
Areta Zouvas
3200 Fourth Avenue Ste 101A
San Diego, CA. 92103
Office: (619) 688-3939
Cell: (619) 846-4671

-- 
David Eddy
Geologist
Bureau of Land Management
Hassayampa Field Office
21605 North 7th Avenue
Phoenix, AZ  85027
(623) 580-5517 (phone)
(623) 580-5580 (fax)
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"Hawes, David" <rhawes@blm.gov>

From: "Hawes, David" <rhawes@blm.gov>
Sent: Mon May 11 2015 07:46:34 GMT-0600 (MDT)
To: Denise Bennett <elated2be@msn.com>
CC: David Eddy <deddy@blm.gov>
Subject: Re: Kirkland Mining Company

Ms. Bennett:   Thank you for contacting the BLM regarding the proposed volcanic tuff mining operation near Kirkland
and Skull Valley, Arizona. The public land site is within the Bureau of Land Management's Hassayampa Field Office
area, which includes about a million acres of BLM-administered public lands north and west of Phoenix, including the
public lands in southern Yavapai County. 

Following an eight year effort and the production of an EIS, in 2010 the BLM issued the Bradshaw-Harquahala RMP,
which includes the Skull Valley area. (The RMP documents are located here:
http://www.blm.gov/az/st/en/info/nepa/environmental_library/arizona_resource_management/afria-bradshaw.html). The
RMP identifies the mine and surrounding area as open to mineral materials and locatable mineral production. 

The mine area was significantly disturbed by mining activity up until the 1980s. The current proposal is to mine/process
the previously mined volcanic tuff stockpile in the area. I / the BLM determined that the level of NEPA (National
Environmental Policy Act) analysis required is a CX (Categorical Exclusion) based on BLM's Departmental Manual,
which lists actions only requiring a CX and states in section 516 DM 11.5F(10), "Disposal of mineral materials such as
sand, stone, gravel, pumice, pumicite, cinders, and clay, in amounts not exceeding 50,000 cubic yards or disturbing
more than 5 acres." The current proposal for mining the previously mined volcanic tuff stockpile covers less than four
acres and is for 21,000-28,000 cubic yards). If the proponent wants to do anything else, it would require a new
application and consideration, which would include public scoping, meetings, and additional environmental analysis. 

If you have any future questions, contact me or Geologist Dave Eddy at 623-580-5517 or deddy@blm.gov. 

— Rem Hawes 
    Hassayampa Field Manager 
    BLM Phoenix District 
    21605 N 7th Ave • Phoenix, AZ 85027 • 623-580-5530 

On Wed, May 6, 2015 at 11:37 AM, Garrett, Verl  wrote:

---------- Forwarded message ----------
From: ASOWEB, BLM_AZ <blm_az_asoweb@blm.gov>
Date: Wed, May 6, 2015 at 10:57 AM
Subject: Fwd: Kirkland Mining Company
To: Verl Garrett <jgarrett@blm.gov>

Hello Mr. Garrett, 

Can you please address?  Thank you!

---------- Forwarded message ----------
From: Denise Bennett <elated2be@msn.com>
Date: Sun, May 3, 2015 at 4:46 PM
Subject: Kirkland Mining Company
To: ASOWEB_AZ@blm.gov

My name is Denise Bennett. I am writing to in quire about a pozzolan mine opening in
Kirkland, Arizona. The proposed open-pit mine is within feet of homes in my neighborhood.

I viewed the eplanning project search web page and couldn't find a Land Use Plan or NEPA
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documents. I attempted to access information on the BLM website concerning any preliminary
screening for NEPA applicability or categorical exclusions on the subject and found nothing.

Areta Zouvas, owner of the Kirkland Mining Company, was asked to address the community
and she spoke of a mining plan of operation submission to the BLM but didn't mention a
resource management plan. Is a RMP, EA or EIS not required for her to begin mining a 30-
year dormant claim?

I speak for many residents and visitors to the area when I say that an extensive public
comment period is necessary prior to any mining operation beginning in Kirkland to allow
those affected to gather and prepare data to submit to the BLM illustrating the devastating
and irreparable harm a mining operation would have on the environmental quality of this
community and to this unique area of Arizona.

I look forward to receiving answers to my questions and, hopefully, reassurance that one
individual claim cannot take away the environmental quality of a whole community without
careful investigation, including public input.

Sincerely,
Denise Bennett
elated2be@msn.com
P.O. Box 222
Skull Valley, Arizona 86338
(970) 406-0846

Kirkland Mining Company
Areta Zouvas
3200 Fourth Avenue Ste 101A
San Diego, CA. 92103
Office: (619) 688-3939
Cell: (619) 846-4671

"Hawes, David" <rhawes@blm.gov>

From: "Hawes, David" <rhawes@blm.gov>
Sent: Mon May 11 2015 07:48:08 GMT-0600 (MDT)

To: Frederick Conrath <fconrath@blm.gov>, Verl Garrett
<jgarrett@blm.gov>

Subject: Fwd: Kirkland Mining Company

FYI.
— Rem 

---------- Forwarded message ----------
From: Hawes, David <rhawes@blm.gov>
Date: Mon, May 11, 2015 at 6:46 AM
Subject: Re: Kirkland Mining Company
To: Denise Bennett <elated2be@msn.com>
Cc: David Eddy <deddy@blm.gov>

Ms. Bennett:   Thank you for contacting the BLM regarding the proposed volcanic tuff mining operation near Kirkland
and Skull Valley, Arizona. The public land site is within the Bureau of Land Management's Hassayampa Field Office
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area, which includes about a million acres of BLM-administered public lands north and west of Phoenix, including the
public lands in southern Yavapai County. 

Following an eight year effort and the production of an EIS, in 2010 the BLM issued the Bradshaw-Harquahala RMP,
which includes the Skull Valley area. (The RMP documents are located here:
http://www.blm.gov/az/st/en/info/nepa/environmental_library/arizona_resource_management/afria-bradshaw.html). The
RMP identifies the mine and surrounding area as open to mineral materials and locatable mineral production. 

The mine area was significantly disturbed by mining activity up until the 1980s. The current proposal is to mine/process
the previously mined volcanic tuff stockpile in the area. I / the BLM determined that the level of NEPA (National
Environmental Policy Act) analysis required is a CX (Categorical Exclusion) based on BLM's Departmental Manual,
which lists actions only requiring a CX and states in section 516 DM 11.5F(10), "Disposal of mineral materials such as
sand, stone, gravel, pumice, pumicite, cinders, and clay, in amounts not exceeding 50,000 cubic yards or disturbing
more than 5 acres." The current proposal for mining the previously mined volcanic tuff stockpile covers less than four
acres and is for 21,000-28,000 cubic yards). If the proponent wants to do anything else, it would require a new
application and consideration, which would include public scoping, meetings, and additional environmental analysis. 

If you have any future questions, contact me or Geologist Dave Eddy at 623-580-5517 or deddy@blm.gov. 

— Rem Hawes 
    Hassayampa Field Manager 
    BLM Phoenix District 
    21605 N 7th Ave • Phoenix, AZ 85027 • 623-580-5530 

On Wed, May 6, 2015 at 11:37 AM, Garrett, Verl  wrote:

---------- Forwarded message ----------
From: ASOWEB, BLM_AZ <blm_az_asoweb@blm.gov>
Date: Wed, May 6, 2015 at 10:57 AM
Subject: Fwd: Kirkland Mining Company
To: Verl Garrett <jgarrett@blm.gov>

Hello Mr. Garrett, 

Can you please address?  Thank you!

---------- Forwarded message ----------
From: Denise Bennett <elated2be@msn.com>
Date: Sun, May 3, 2015 at 4:46 PM
Subject: Kirkland Mining Company
To: ASOWEB_AZ@blm.gov

My name is Denise Bennett. I am writing to in quire about a pozzolan mine opening in
Kirkland, Arizona. The proposed open-pit mine is within feet of homes in my neighborhood.

I viewed the eplanning project search web page and couldn't find a Land Use Plan or NEPA
documents. I attempted to access information on the BLM website concerning any preliminary
screening for NEPA applicability or categorical exclusions on the subject and found nothing.

Areta Zouvas, owner of the Kirkland Mining Company, was asked to address the community
and she spoke of a mining plan of operation submission to the BLM but didn't mention a
resource management plan. Is a RMP, EA or EIS not required for her to begin mining a 30-
year dormant claim?

I speak for many residents and visitors to the area when I say that an extensive public
comment period is necessary prior to any mining operation beginning in Kirkland to allow
those affected to gather and prepare data to submit to the BLM illustrating the devastating
and irreparable harm a mining operation would have on the environmental quality of this
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community and to this unique area of Arizona.

I look forward to receiving answers to my questions and, hopefully, reassurance that one
individual claim cannot take away the environmental quality of a whole community without
careful investigation, including public input.

Sincerely,
Denise Bennett
elated2be@msn.com
P.O. Box 222
Skull Valley, Arizona 86338
(970) 406-0846

Kirkland Mining Company
Areta Zouvas
3200 Fourth Avenue Ste 101A
San Diego, CA. 92103
Office: (619) 688-3939
Cell: (619) 846-4671
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