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Objectives

Foster appreciation for wildflowers

Teach a bit

Inspire more learning

Share tools



Recognizing Indigenous People 
and Knowledge 

ÅTribes with connection to this land include  
{ƻǳǘƘŜǊƴ tŀƛǳǘŜΣ IƻǇƛΣ ½ǳƴƛΣ tǳŜōƭƻΣ 5ƛƴŜΩ 
(Navajo), Ute and others.

ÅIndigenous people lived off this land.

ÅIndigenous knowledge holders knew and 
know the plants to use for food, medicine, 
construction, ceremony and other 
important uses.



Flora of Grand 
Staircase-Escalante 
National Monument

Å1,003 species

Å26% of plants of Utah are in GSENM

ÅAt least 43 endemic plants (grow nowhere 
else)



Tips

ÅBe patient; learning plants takes time

ÅLook for patterns

ÅLook closely

ÅGo on walks in nature

ÅTake photos (close and far)

ÅUse apps, books, internet, etc. 

ÅRespect Indigenous knowledge

Å5ƻƴΩǘ ŀǎǎǳƳŜ ǎƻƳŜǘƘƛƴƎ ƛǎ ŜŘƛōƭŜΤ ōŜ ŎŜǊǘŀƛƴ



Trees

CǳǘǳǊŜ ǇǊŜǎŜƴǘŀǘƛƻƴΧ

Cottonwood

Pinyon & Juniper (PJ)

Ponderosa pine



Old Trees

537 growth rings 623 growth rings 322 growth rings



Counting Tree Rings

726 yearsold



Shrubs

CǳǘǳǊŜ ǇǊŜǎŜƴǘŀǘƛƻƴΧ Sumac

Winterfat

Oaks

Sagebrush speciesCurrant



Pricklypear (Opuntia) Scarlethedgehogcactus (Echinocereuscoccineus)

Smallflower fishhook cactus (Sclerocactus parviflorus)

Whipple cholla(Cylindropuntiawhipplei)

/ŀŎǘǳǎΣ ŦǳǘǳǊŜ ǇǊŜǎŜƴǘŀǘƛƻƴΧ



Grasses

ŦǳǘǳǊŜ ǇǊŜǎŜƴǘŀǘƛƻƴΧ



Wildflowers, the stars of the show!

bƻǿ ƛƴ ōƭƻƻƳΧ
photos taken in recent days and weeks



more Cryptantha

James' cryptantha (Cryptantha cinerea)



Desert phlox (Phlox austromontana)


