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Joint Northwest and Southwest Colorado Resource Advisory Council
Thursday, April 3, 2025
Entirely Remote (Zoom) Meeting

Meeting Minutes 
Attendees:
Northwest CO RAC Designated Federal Officer: William Mills (White River Field Office Field Manager)
	Northwest RAC Members
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	Location
	Cat.
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	Jeff Comstock
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	I
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	Kirk Daehling
	Rifle
	I
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	Shawn Brennan
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	I
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	Scott Robertson (absent)
	Rangely
	I
	Federal Grazing

	Michael Camblin
	Maybell
	I
	Federal Grazing

	Hattie Johnson
	Carbondale
	II
	Dispersed Recreation

	Carl Connor
	Grand Junction
	II
	Archaeological and Historical

	Sean Burke
	Fraser
	II
	Dispersed Recreation

	Beatriz Soto Ruvalcaba (absent)
	New Castle
	II
	Environmental Organizations

	Kathy Chandler-Henry (absent)
	Eagle
	II
	Elected Official

	Callie Scritchfield
	Meeker
	III
	Environmental Organizations

	Merrit Linke
	Granby
	III
	Elected Official

	Kris Middledorf (absent)
	Steamboat Springs
	III
	State Natural Resources

	Scott Braden
	Grand Junction
	III
	Public-at-Large

	Sherry Schreiner
	Grand Junction
	III
	Public-at-Large
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	Southwest RAC Members
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	Cat.
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	Grady Ham
	
	I
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	Roger Cesario (absent)
	
	I
	Outdoor Recreation

	James Dietrich
	
	I
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	Mark Roeber
	
	I
	Federal Grazing

	Ben Katz (absent)
	
	II
	Environmental

	Jon Holst
	
	II
	Environmental

	Linda Gann
	
	II
	Environmental

	Victoria Atkins
	
	II
	Archeological and Historical

	Tif Rodriguez
	
	II
	Wild Horse and Burro

	Matt Thorpe
	
	III
	Government Agency

	Starr Jamison (absent)
	
	III
	Public at Large

	Justin Musser
	
	III
	Public at Large

	Steve Garchar
	
	III
	Elected Official

	Lynn Padgett
	
	III
	Elected Official
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	Lisa Pool
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	John Whitney
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	Wendell Koontz
	

	Riley Scott
	

	Leigh Robertson
	

	Dennis Webb
	



	Bureau of Land Management Staff

	Name
	Title
	Office

	Robert Swithers
	District Manager
	Northwest District Office

	Stephanie McCormick
	District Manager
	Southwest District Office

	Stacey Colon
	Field Manager
	Grand Junction Field Office

	Robert Potts
	Deputy District Manager
	Southwest District Office

	Doug Vilsack
	State Director
	Colorado State Office

	Ray O’Neil
	Monument Manager
	Canyons of the Ancient National Monument

	William Mills
	Field Manager
	White River Field Office

	Steven Hall
	Supervisory Public Affairs Specialist
	Colorado State Office

	Derek Padilla
	Field Manager
	Tres Rios Field Office

	Jon Kaminsky
	Field Manager
	Gunnison Field Office

	Dan Ben-Horin
	Field Manager
	Uncompahgre Field Office

	Kymm Gresset
	Field Manager
	Little Snake Field Office

	Stephen Leonard
	Field Manager
	Kremmling Field Office

	Lisa Dawson
	Field Manager
	Colorado River Valley Field Office

	Sean Burke
	Forestry Technician
	Southwest Division of Fire & Aviation

	David Gauthier
	Administrative Officer
	Southwest District Office

	Erin Jones
	Deputy District Manager
	Upper Colorado River District

	Charley Morgan
	Planning and Environmental Coordinator
	Southwest District Office

	Greg Larson
	District Manager
	Upper Colorado River District

	Daniel Blanchard
	Administrative Support Assistant
	Northwest District Office

	Alex Martin
	Outdoor Recreation Planner
	Upper Colorado River District

	Zachary Kelley
	Outdoor Recreation Planner
	Grand Junction Field Office

	James (Jim) Lovelace
	National Conservation Area (NCA) Manager
	Grand Junction Field Office


Opening Remarks: Northwest and Southwest RAC Designated Federal Officers
Southwest CO Designated Federal Officer (DFO) and Southwest District Manager, Stephanie McCormick, greeted the group at 9am and commenced the meeting. She introduced herself and handed the floor to William (Bill) Mills, Northwest CO DFO and White River Field Manager. Bill Mills introduced himself and welcomed Robert (Bob) Swithers to the group. Bob Swithers is the new NW CO District Manager for the BLM.
Stephanie McCormick quickly recapped the statewide RAC meeting that took place the day prior on April 2, 2025, and welcomed Southwest RAC members to the meeting. She thanked and recognized the contributions of two outgoing RAC members whose terms are expiring this month: Matt Thorpe, Colorado Parks & Wildlife representative, and Ben Katz. Stephanie McCormick also thanked some outgoing BLM staff for their previous contributions to the RAC, including Maggie McGee, Ed Franz, and Julie Potts.
Bill Mills thanked David Gauthier, SWD Administrative Officer, for producing the meeting, and Daniel Blanchard, NWD Administrative Assistant, for taking notes for NWD. Bill Mills also thanked Scott Braden and recognized his contributions while acting as Chair of the NW RAC. Scott Braden’s term is expiring this month. Scott Braden welcomed the NW RAC to the joint session and thanked the group for his time acting as Chair.
Greg Larson, Upper Colorado River District (UCRD) Manager, introduced members of his team that would be presenting, including Erin Jones, Alex Martin, Stacey Colon, Zach Kelly, James (Jim) Lovelace, and Lisa Dawson. 
Bill Mills introduced his presenters, Stephen Leonard and Kymm Gresset. He also gave Bob Swithers the opportunity to introduce himself. Bob Swithers said that he was looking forward to the joint meeting and the NW RAC breakout session. He said he has been a BLM District Manager with other regions for eight years and is looking forward to the discussion about the Northwest District. 
Stephanie McCormick invited members of SW RAC to introduce themselves in order to take attendance by stating their names, affiliations, and the public lands use interests that they represent. The following members made their presences known: Lynn Padgett, Chair of SW RAC; Mark Roeber, Category 1 (Grazing); Grady Ham, Category 1 (Outdoor Rec); James Dietrich (Outdoor Rec); Tif Rodriguez (Wild Horse and Burro); Jon Holst, Category 2 (Hunters and Anglers); Linda Gann, Category 2 (Environmental Interests); Victoria Atkins, Category 2 (Archaeology/Cultural History); Justin Musser, Category 3 (Public at Large); Steve Garchar, Category 3 (Public at Large); Matt Thorpe, CO Parks and Wildlife.
Several other BLM staff made their presences known: Jon Kaminsky, Dan Ben-Horin, Derek Padilla, and Ray O-Neil. Doug Vilsack, State of Colorado BLM Director, also introduced himself, along with Steven Hall, Communications Director.
Stephanie McCormick made the motion to move on to the first agenda item.
Updates: Dominguez-Escalante National Conservation Area New Recreation Fees and Supplemental Rules
Stacey Colon shared her screen to begin the presentation while introducing debriefers: Alex Martin, Zach Kelley, and Jim Lovelace. She thanked the RACs for their time invested previously in exploring the topic of the presentation (twice in 2023, once in 2024).
Zach Kelley began presenting, showing a slide of the Dominguez-Escalante National Conservation Area (D-E NCA) management timeline since the 2009 Omnibus Public Lands Act. He said the current resource management plan (RMP) introduces new guidelines for allowable uses and supplemental rules for the NCA to include such regulations as limiting camping outside of designated campsites, prohibiting the collection of firewood, and limiting overnight camping to designated campsites.
Zach Kelley said they are using Tres Rios Field Office as a case study for their own RMP. He said that he believes the new rules will have limited impact on the public’s interaction with the NCA. These supplementary rules “give teeth” to law enforcement, but the message and emphasis is on outreach and promoting leave no trace principles. He showed a slide with the motto: “public lands can’t be everything, to everyone, everywhere.”
He said that in general, their approach to getting word out about these things is implementing new signage showing depictions of the promoted use, along with prohibited activities. There will also be site specific signage promoting wildlife protections, such as, in cases where climbing restrictions are implemented to protect raptors, in addition to length of stay restrictions and prohibited uses at campsites and other areas.
Zach Kelley transitioned the discussion to the topic of new fees in D-E NCA, explaining that adaptive management through expanded amenity fees and individual special rec permits, authorized by the Expanded Recreation Act of 2004, is the ultimate goal of these new management measures. He said that over time, there has been a camping management progression in the NCA that applies to dispersed camping, designated camping, and developed camping to address the concern regarding the impact of camping on natural and cultural sites and resources in the area. A new Individual Special Recreation Permit will be applied to designated camping, and an Expanded Amenity Fee will apply to developed camping. Fees on designated campsites have been instituted since 2023.
Zach Kelley said that fees will also be implemented on the section of the Gunnison River that passes through D-E NCA, which is comparable to the Ruby-Horsethief section of the Colorado River: beginner friendly, with easier ingress and egress for users. He explained that there is a desire for consistency between the new Gunnison River fee structure and the existing Ruby-Horsethief fee structure by the administering office.
Alex Martin began discussing fee collection methods, which will emphasize e-commerce. She said the IM 2025-010 directs the BLM to provide e-commerce options for recreation opportunities, including making use of www.Recreation.gov for reservations and tickets, as well as expanding the current inventory of BLM recreation opportunities on this platform. In addition to the use of e-commerce tools such as www.Recreation.gov, Alex Martin said other options for fee collection will be implemented, such as remote off-grid kiosks (ROK stations) that enable contactless payment.
Alex Martin said in 2003, only 10 BLM sites were available for reservations via www.Recreation.gov. As of 2024, that number has grown to 273 and includes products such as public lands and watershed permits, tickets, and campground reservations. She said that it is more convenient for the general public and reduces the workload for BLM. Alex Martin shared that she used to do permitting, and estimated that 90% of her job used to be handling permits for Ruby-Horsethief. With the greater implementation of www.Recreation.gov, the workload has been reduced; there is less human error, no double bookings, campsites don’t sit empty, and there is better compliance. She said the old “iron rangers” led to IOUs—people trying to do the right thing in the cases where they did not have cash—but it is better to have cashless options leading to increased income from site usage. She said that Rangers can more easily see if people have paid for their campsites as well.
Alex Martin discussed www.Recreation.gov implications for Rivers, saying in 2013, the Ruby-Horsethief permit was added to the platform. It was the first river permit of its kind to be added to www.Recreation.gov. She said it took about a year to be fully developed and to make a working product and is still a learning process as is. Beforehand everyone was on a lottery and they had to find out how to overcome previous system, which was a 60-day rolling lottery. Alex Martin said that Ruby-Horsethief is one the few rivers in the West that allows dogs (with an additional fee). Ruby-Horsethief uses a group fee rather than a per-person fee, making it more affordable for everyone, which is really nice, she explained.
Alex Martin said that the Gunnison River permitting system in D-E NCA will look similar to the Ruby-Horsethief model. Zones and camping needs will be addressed. The river class is I-II, making it fairly accessible. It will be good for boaters with families and beginners. But Alex Martin explained that because the model doesn’t fit into one of the four templates, it is taking much longer than planned to get the Gunnison River on to www.Recreation.gov. Gunnison River currently uses a free, self-issued permit system. All material, rules, stipulations have been turned into www.Recreation.gov. Booz Allen Hamilton, the company that manages www.Recreation.gov, and permit specialists, are reviewing the proposal, and again BLM is hoping to recreate the model currently in place at Ruby-Horsethief. Currently the BLM is eyeing a go-live date of Spring 2026 for the new permit system.
Zach Kelley resumed the presentation with an ISRP overview, turning attention back to Expanded Amenity Fees for campgrounds. Potholes Campground in D-E NCA is one campground under consideration for the new fee structure. It currently features four campsites with amenities.
Zach Kelley explained that Potholes Campground costs roughly $14000/year to maintain. Dominguez Campground is the other campground being evaluated for the new fee structure. It costs $12,300/year to maintain. He said that the implementation date for the fee structure is undetermined as of now. The reason the date is undecided is that there is some debate about whether it would be worth implementing the fee altogether. There are about 20 dispersed sites, for example, near Potholes; if a fee is implemented for Potholes, more than likely people would avoid use of the campground. A similar decision will need to be made for future campgrounds that are being planned for D-E NCA: Sawmill Mesa and Cactus Park. But again, at this time there is no date in mind for existing campgrounds, but this could change based on environmental assessment of existing SRMAs and ERMAs.
Jim Lovelace began speaking on D-E NCA supplemental rules for camping and the implementation process for the new plans. Supplemental rules are the “teeth” to enforce recreation use for conservation purposes. Supplementary rules will allow law enforcement to enforce rules from a legal perspective. He said the focus for this presentation is supplementary rules as they apply to camping and the areas under consideration include Gunnison River SRMA, Cactus Park SRMA, Escalante Canyon SRMA, and Sawmill Mesa/Wagon Park ERMA. Day use only sites (no camping) include heritage areas such as Rambo/Little Dominguez Heritage Area, Big Dominguez, Leonard’s Basin, and East Creek ERMA.
At this time Jim Lovelace posed three questions to the RAC and hoped to generate more of a conversation around the new regulations:
The first question he presented was, “How do we best reach your communities of interest?”
Jim Lovelace showed a slide with several goals regarding the public outreach aspect of the business plan for the establishment of ISRPs in special areas. The BLM will post the draft business plan on the BLM CO website, and publish news stories with local and regional press, including the Grand Junction Sentinel.
James Dietrich said that he hopes BLM will make a concerted effort to reach out to local government and maintain close contact with local officials.
Lynn Padgett encouraged BLM to contact local and national watershed groups and to use social media. She said social media will address the need to include local contacts, and that contacting national and regional partnerships will loop in a broader audience. Lynn thanked BLM for asking the question.
James Dietrich said that he also hopes BLM will loop in national and regional conservation groups.
Jim Lovelace posed the second question: “Other things to consider upon implementation?” He gave some background on talking with BLM Rangers with previous experience in the area and asked what other things the BLM should consider when managing this SRMP for the public.
Lynn Padgett asked how no-shows are being repurposed with this new system, in the instances where the public make reservations and people’s plans change. She asked if the BLM will charge a fee for not showing up and the reservation going unutilized. She asked if there was another way to repurpose no-shows. She said in her experience, she has heard complaints about this from stakeholders; she has heard that things are being locked up and not being utilized.
Alex Martin answered Lynn Padgett, saying Ruby-Horsethief is an example of how cancellations are processed through www.Recreation.gov. There is no fine for cancellations or no-shows. If there is a no-show, however, Rangers will cancel the no-show and open the campsite back up to the public. Since the institution of www.Recreation.gov, they have seen a decrease in campsites and permits that go unused, she said.
Justin Musser said Lynn Padgett and Alex Martin’s comments addressed most of what he had to say on the topic. He said his main concern is how the BLM addresses this issue of people booking more than they need through www.Recreation.gov and limiting access to other users. He said his concern is on a personal level that this might limit local access to these areas, and that out-of-town visitation will dominate the reservation process and bombard the area and make it harder for locals to access these areas.
Jim Lovelace responded, saying there is a bit of a punishment element for overbooking—BLM monitors purposeful overbooking to secure specific days for river permits, for example. Users that overbook get blacklisted for one year.
Justin Musser responded, saying that he is glad there are mechanisms in place to control these issues.
Jim Lovelace said he appreciates the concern regarding not limiting local access to areas. He hopes to work with local communities with how to navigate www.Recreation.gov. He hopes to manage any pitfalls with the platform and said relationships with gateway communities are a high priority.
Doug Vilsack said he is also invested in this issue. He gives credit to the field offices for their management of the rivers. He said the field offices have made it so there is limited conflict. Doug Vilsack said the field offices have created an accessible and successful model for river access with Ruby-Horsethief, and that he hopes to see the same success with Gunnison River. He said he believes the Gunnison side is not used as much as the Ruby side and hopes this opportunity will give them a better idea of usage.
Lynn Padgett asked if there is a way to have a stand-by system in place. She asked if someone has missed their permit/launch date, if there is a way to make that permit available to a local user. She said she appreciates the difficulty of the management issue.
Alex Martin responded that there is a little bit of a mechanism in place. She said if there is a cancellation, waitlisted people will get a notification if they have used the “notify me” button on the www.Recreation.gov reservation site. If you are quick, you can secure the permit by responding to the notification, she said.
At this time Jim Lovelace posed a third question: “How best to communicate supplemental rules?” He said that enforcement comes down to signage for camping closure at East Creek ERMA, an inability to patrol Gunnison River without a motorized boat, and designated camping enforcement. Jim Lovelace said he hoped to get feedback from the RAC on signage and how to articulate these supplemental rules. He said the BLM is reaching out to other law enforcement entities to ask about their successes. They are hoping to collect some ideas from the BLM Moab Field Office, for example.
Mike Camblin said it is a good idea to reach out to other law enforcement groups. He said putting these rules on other groups’ websites and publicizing it as much as possible is important. He said that he also hopes the BLM will not play favorites with regard to which groups receive the information.
Jim Lovelace thanked Mike Camblin for the suggestion.
Callie Scritchfield said she had a broader statement to make.  She said she hoped to share some thoughts and stories from her experiences; she said she has long-term relationships with ranching communities in the area of D-E NCA. She said one of the challenges that the BLM has, is that with the focus on recreation, we forget about other multiple uses. She said the same thing happens with focusing on multiple uses—we forget about recreation. She said this may be an opportunity to use signage to talk about the history of that country in the D-E NCA. She said that we talk a lot about the history of Native Americans. She said we don’t talk enough about the last 100 years, and that is the ranching community. She said this is an opportunity to talk about all other uses. She said, as an example, in Rio Blanco County, she saw a sign in this area that talked about Native Americans, but had some misinformation that was derogatory toward the sheep industry.
Jim Lovelace thanked Callie Scritchfield for the input. He said the focus with this presentation has been the recreation management piece, but they do hope to tell the story of these lands. He thanked Callie Scritchfield for encouraging the group to continue to focus on these stories.
Justin Musser said he appreciated Callie Scritchfield’s comments. He said it is easy for us to forget what that community is like. He said his family was also a ranching family and on a personal level it is hard to accept that going home requires a permit. He said we all represent different groups and that he appreciates the conversation. We all represent multiple uses, he said. We are driving consumptive uses that do not have good regulatory measures. He said there is a strong need and an opportunity to address this issue; this is an opportunity to create model for the future for land agencies.
Jim Lovelace thanked Justin Musser for providing his perspective. He said he is thankful for Justin Musser’s voice in the RAC.
Stephanie McCormick said the meeting will need to move to public comment, as it was nearing the 10:30am cutoff time for the presentation.
Carl Conner agreed with the last two comments. He said the Musser Ranch has been in the area for a long time. He said we are not just managing a river; we are managing a landscape. He said there is a trail going through the old Musser Ranch up to a rock art cultural heritage site with no management. Signage would be helpful. Using pre-existing resources that are out there would be useful. Carl Conner said there could be some written history along the lines of what Callie Scritchfield had advocated for.
Public Comment Period
Bill Mills introduced Rob Potts for public comment at 10:30am. Rob Potts said that there were no requests for public comment at this time. He asked again if there were any more requests for public comment and that the public comment period would be open for a minimum of five minutes. Public comments themselves would be limited to three minutes each.
John Whitney said if there were no public comments, he would offer some updates from United States Senator Bennet’s office. He said Senator Bennet is pushing back against firings of BLM employees. The Senator believes the cuts are untenable for BLM, John Whitney said. He then discussed Senator Bennet’s aims with the Good Samaritan Act, which allows for groups to clean up mines and other resource extraction sites with no liability, and that he hopes pilot projects for improving water quality in this vein will set the stage for future projects. John Whitney spoke on the Return on Investment Act, which he said will allow the Economic Development Administration (EDA) to support resource extraction communities that are transitioning out of resource extraction. He said the EDA may provide funding for recreation opportunities to be implemented to help these economies that are struggling with the decline of resource extraction. John Whitney also said the GORP Act will be launching soon.
Lisa Pool introduced herself as a representative of United States Senator Hickenlooper’s Office. She said there are many acts in the works and that Senator Hickenlooper is part of these conversations involving the promotion of an environmentally responsible supply chain. She spoke on the Fix Our Forests Act, explaining that stakeholders around the state are concerned about the bill. She said Senator Hickenlooper is on a bipartisan team to address environmental concerns. Senator Hickenlooper’s MO is to bring a diverse set of stakeholders together to have important conversations. She said these RACs have been set up to create stability and have these diverse perspectives come together. Senator Hickenlooper is a proponent of these RACs.
Rob Potts made the last call for public comments.
John Whitney said there was court ruling that came out with implications for public lands—the corner crossing ruling. Some people love the ruling, others don’t, he said. He anticipated the ruling being appealed to the Supreme Court but just wanted to make everyone aware of the ruling.
Rob Potts closed the comment period at 10:42am. He asked for any go backs.
Stephanie McCormick asked for final remarks on the Dominguez-Escalante business plan.
Greg Larson said that he would offer an update on the Escalante Ranch acquisition as it applies to the D-E Recreation Management Plan (RMP). The importance of the inholdings sitting within the NCA is not being neglected by the BLM. He said it is important not to lose the history of agriculture and ranching communities. He said a partner conservation fund has acquired the Escalante Ranch property. The BLM has been working with local government partners to set up day-one teams upon access and implement environmental protections. They have leases on the fields to maintain the agriculture. The target acquisition date has shifted toward end of the calendar year. He said a subcommittee will be led out of the SW District and involve some members of the public and NW District.
Stephanie McCormick asked for any questions. 
At 10:47am the RAC took a break with the intent to reconvene after 10 minutes for break-out groups.
District Breakout Sessions
Breakout sessions commenced at 10:57am, with Southwest and Northwest RACs entering their own separate meetings. The following transcript accounts for the Northwest RAC breakout session.
Bill Mills welcomed NW RAC to the session and explained the procedure that would follow. Field Office Managers would provide updates first, followed by the Northwest District, he said.
Steve Leonard, Kremmling Field Manager, asked the RAC to draw their attention to the Blue Valley Land Exchange, which will increase public access for fishing, hunting, and other recreation in Grand and Summit counties. He said he was looking forward to breaking ground on the new recreation design projects in the scope of KFO. He said the project that will not be implemented until 2026 is on the Confluence Recreation Area. The field office needs to evaluate moisture on the trails and irrigation for wildlife habitat before implementing the final recreation design.
Bill Mills spoke on White River Field Office matters, addressing the Wild Horse & Burro (WH&B) program first. Pick-up day is set for the end of the month for wild horses, he said. The Meeker Mustang group was awarded a grant, and have hired an Executive Director. Their annual event will take place August 22nd and 23rd.
Bill Mills moved on to address recreation matters for WRFO, explaining that WRFO obtained another grant for their OHV program. Improvements will be taking place at the LO7 recreation site. WRFO was awarded a grant from Yamaha and will be building a single-track course around the current UTV course. He said they are looking for recommendations locally. 
Bill Mills said WRFO continues to be busy with oil and gas and has upcoming lease sales that they are working on. He said they will be getting some more information regarding lease sales. He spoke on the issue of losing some important range staff in the recently implemented deferred resignation program. WRFO hopes to move folks around to provide support to the range program.
Kymm Gresset, Little Snake Field Manager, began her update by addressing the WH&B program in the Sand Wash. WH&B pick-up will begin in July 2025. LSFO is planning for back-up temporary sites in case conditions are not good enough for housing WH&B in currently designated sites, she said. LSFO is planning for 45-60 horses to be picked up, with a focus outside of the herd management area (HMA). She said about 80 horses from the neighboring Wyoming HMA have shifted into their Sand Wash area. 
Kymm Gresset said that there was nothing big to report on Gateway South. Construction on the TransWest Transmission Project will begin in May. The project this year will begin with LSFO territory, and next year will go into KFO and WRFO.
In other news, Kymm Gresset announced that LSFO received a 3.5 million dollar grant to support their Greater Sage-Grouse Habitat Impact Mitigation Project.
Bob Swithers, Northwest District Manager, began his update by recognizing the phenomenal NWD Field Managers. He addressed his role in the next few months, saying his focus will be on capacity and resources—all great initiatives. He said BLM is not sure what is coming next with regard to deferred resignations and/or RIFs, but there will still be opportunities coming forward. He said we may need to pool resources between field offices to lessen impacts on the ground across all the programs. Bob assured the group that we will as a team pull that off and keep the District moving forward. Bob Swithers said he is blessed to walk in on the great leadership that already exists here.
Stacey Colon, Grand Junction Field Manager, gave an update for GJFO, saying that they are busy with implementing and reviewing last year’s reports and preparing for field season. She said they are working on lease renewals and the County Road 18 right-of-way. They have a Clifton parcel sale coming up. In Garfield County they are opening up lands above private land above County Road 200 for public access. She said they will be looking closer at the new area closer to May once things dry up. 
Jim Loveland addressed the NCA. He announced that McGinnis Canyon will be celebrating its 25th anniversary and that the anniversary coincides with the anniversary of the national conservation system. The date of the celebration is TBD but trail work will be a part of it, he said. The Colorado Canyon Association will be involved in outreach and education for all learners.
In other news, Jim Loveland said Paleo Days happened and that he is excited with CCA partnership and GPRA survey with regard to sites in McGinnis Canyon. He provided a brief D-E presentation recap, saying they are looking at the Gunnison River permit system and planning for it to go online, with campsites reservable via www.Recreation.gov, in 2026. The business plan for the project was recently signed and the Federal Register notice will go out in July 2025.
Lisa Dawson, Colorado River Valley Field Manager, gave an update on the Silt Mesa rock crawling trails, saying a decision on the project would be rolling out hopefully in Spring 2025. She said that fields treatment is on track outside of Wolcott, and that planning survey and conservation efforts are coming to fruition for numerous projects, including Sopris Mountain Ranch and BLM areas outside of Glenwood Springs and Wolcott. She said the Oil and Gas team will be ramping up their efforts soon. The Oil and Gas Summit is coming up and energy production will be increasing. The CRVO is seeking more information regarding the pending RMI escrow sale. 
Greg Larson talked about managing through a time of change. He said he is looking forward to the next RAC meeting, which he is hoping will take place in person and have a field trip component. He added that he wants to make sure that multiple stakeholders are being engaged with regard to recreation. He wants to make sure recreation is not in conflict with agriculture and wildlife. 
Lisa Dawson announced that the CRVO Recreation Summit will be taking place on April 15. 
At 11:21am the Open Discussion period commenced.
Scott Braden, NW RAC Chair, welcomed the group to the Open Discussion period. He welcomed comments from RAC members. He said that he wanted to acknowledge BLM staff, from State Office and District levels, to Field Office Managers and field staff. He said that BLM staff are doing a tremendous job in uncertain times, and that they are thoughtfully taking on their responsibilities as stewards of public lands. He addressed a shift in priorities with the new administration, and that RIFs were on the horizon, along with budget and hiring freezes. The BLM is in the position of justifying its value to the new administration and hoping for the best. Scott Braden thanked the BLM again for the work it is doing. 
Scott Braden brought up Congressman Jeff Hurd’s Protection of Public Lands Act. He said it was introduced in Congress to replace land use plans introduced in the West with alternatives. The Grand Junction No Action alternative would revert to its 2015 version, rescinding big game and Gunnison sage-grouse protection plans. He said Congressman Hurd’s Act undoes and replaces all planning and collaboration done on their RMP in the last 4-5 years. He said this is troubling because years of work has gone into resource planning and this piece of legislation would change the outcome of public processes undertaken under the auspices of FLPA and NEPA. 
Scott Braden said that the Act undermines public input gathered by the BLM and the work cooperators have done to work on these plans. It undermines local decisions by replacing them with decisions being made for us. He said that if we are serious about the notion that public lands are managed well by local decisions, this legislation should be troubling. It is redoing local land management processes. He said that we wouldn’t like it happening with Democratic administration and we shouldn’t like it now either. 
Scott Braden said that he has met with Congressman Jeff Hurd, and that Congressman Hurd is open to listening. Scott Braden encouraged the NW RAC to reach out to Congressman Hurd. He said there is legislation happening in Congress regarding land sales as part of its budget reconciliation process. Scott Braden closed by sharing a hyperlink to an E&E News article published on April 2nd, 2025: “Republicans Weigh Sales of Public Land in Reconciliation.”
Jeff Comstock spoke at this time, disagreeing with Scott Braden and calling his pitch a tirade. He said that he would in absolutely no way support what Scott Braden had advocated for. Jeff Comstock said that Colorado was one of two states that signed a sage-grouse management plan and that Moffat County was forced into settling for these plans. He said that he did not have any agreement with Scott Braden and that he hoped there would not be a RAC vote on any of these issues.
Jeff Comstock claimed that Doug Vilsack had said that Moffat County approved of BLM’s Yampa River planning work. Jeff Comstock said that he is more concerned about travel management planning than a river vision. He said that the river plan should not be the highest priority—the road issue should be. He said that he hopes Kymm Gresset, Little Snake Field Manager, gets more funding for travel management.
Scott Braden said that he appreciated Jeff Comstock’s point, that he understands the merits but is shocked with the process.
Doug Vilsack responded to what Jeff Comstock said about BLM’s Yampa River planning. Doug Vilsack said that the BLM had letters of support from Grand and Chaffee counties, but that Moffat County did not sign a support letter. He said that the local Recreation Summit is coming up and is a platform for feedback. He said that Jeff Comstock made a valid point about gathering more input from local communities. Doug Vilsack said he is interested in selling Jeff Comstock on the idea of river recreation. 
Jeff Comstock responded that the Northwest Colorado Outdoor Coalition is forcing itself into Moffat County. He said that Steamboat Springs and Grand Junction are coming in and telling them how to run the Yampa River. He said at a recent meeting one topic that came up was better boat ramps and bathrooms. He said local rafters walked out angry because of the Steamboat Springs and Grand Junction influence. The idea of modernized recreation is not welcome. Jeff Comstock said that locals want rustic reform and do not want to listen to Steamboat Springs and Grand Junction.
Doug Vilsack said that he appreciated Jeff Comstock’s input. Doug Vilsack said that he will reach out to Northwest Colorado Outdoor Coalition and looks forward to taking into account the variety of local community perspectives in Moffat County. Doug said that the BLM will be able to move forward with leasing. 
Callie Scritchfield said that she supports a grassroots, local approach to planning. She said one example of a lack of local support is Colorado Parks & Wildlife hosting a meeting in Craig that includes the White River Forest. She said that the White River is not local. She said that we are not interested in that Forest’s processes and that she wanted to back up Jeff Comstock. She said that on the BLM process, she does not want the State or Keystone to bring something into Rio Blanco County that we feel like we have to abide by. She said that instream flows came to mind. 
With no further comments on this issue, Scott Braden spoke on other RAC business matters. He said that this is his last meeting as a member of this RAC. He would hand over the reigns to whomever is willing to take over Chair duties. He asked if there may be some interest in anyone potentially chairing this RAC.
Callie Scritchfield said she was surprised to see this conversation being brought up because it wasn’t on the agenda.
Scott Braden said it was discussed in the previous meeting that the conversation regarding a new Chair would be brought up in this meeting. He said the RAC could vote on it or select an interim Chair. He said that Katherine (Kathy) Henry had expressed a willingness to step in on an interim basis but was not currently present at the meeting.
Callie Scritchfield said that she is willing to help on a temporary basis. She asked if Kirk Daehling is willing to help.
Kirk Daehling thanked Callie Scritchfield and Scott Braden for the consideration. He said that his concern is that he is retiring and his term is over in December. He said he is not willing to take on the role because the group would be in the same position at the end of the year.
Scott Braden asked if Kirk Daehling is willing to take on the role on an interim basis.
Kirk Daehling said that he is willing to take on the role, and that he would reapply for RAC membership at the end of his term.
Merrit Linke said that he agrees with Callie Scritchfield that the conversation should have been on the agenda. Merrit Linke said the RAC should elect somebody or appoint an interim. He asked what the responsibilities of the Chair are.
Scott Braden said he will usually touch base with RAC representatives before meetings and look over Field Manager reports. He mediates conversation about the split of opinion in the event that there is no agreement.
Merrit Linke said that the RAC needed to make a decision to have someone in place for the next meeting.
Jeff Comstock made a motion to appoint a new NW RAC Chair, saying that he supports either Kirk Daehling or Callie Scritchfield for an Interim Chair appointment and that the group would vote for a permanent chair at a later meeting.
Merrit Linke seconded the motion.
Kirk Daehling agreed to take on the role on an interim basis.
Jeff Comstock made a motion to make Kirk Daehling Interim Chair until a new permanent chair is voted on.
Merrit Linke seconded the motion.
Scott Braden proposed a claim and asked if anyone rejected the motion by claim.
Merrit Linke said that this issue needed to be on the agenda for the next meeting. 
Scott Braden asked for any further comments. Scott Braden spoke on his appreciation for the group and thanked the group for his time in the role. He said that the group can disagree and still have a good conversation, have humor, and have a friendship. He said that he hopes that standard will continue to be upheld.
Callie Scritchfield thanked Scott Braden for his time in the role. She mentioned that there is a page on the charter with regard to expirations.
Jeff Comstock said there should be a plaque that goes out to recognize the Chair, and that sending out a plaque should be something that happens each year.
Greg Larson said that he wanted to recognize the outgoing RAC members. He said that the work the RAC does is hugely appreciated and is a big deal. Greg Larson asked Jeff Comstock if Jeff Comstock’s last term is in April. 
Jeff Comstock said that he is awaiting further instructions on appointments.
Greg Larson said that there are three outgoing members: Scott Braden, Jeff Comstock, and Katie Steele. He said that they have all provided exceptional service. Katie Steele served as Chair of the D-E RAC and was instrumental in developing the RMP for D-E. He said that she gave BLM the foundation to be able to talk about this RMP.
Greg Larson said that Jeff Comstock has had a thoughtful and probing voice in the NW RAC. He said that Jeff Comstock is willing to push and the BLM appreciates that. Greg Larson said that Jeff Comstock has represented local government and residents very well and brought that in a real way to these meetings. He said that Jeff Comstock has had a great voice of reason and articulates the effects on the other side well.
Greg Larson thanked Scott Braden for being Chair. He said that being Chair is not always an easy job. He said that RACs have diverse perspectives, but operate on a consensus model. To be Chair, he said, you have to be able to listen, even with differing viewpoints. Greg Larson said that Scott Braden has done a great job of doing that. Greg Larson said the BLM will miss Jeff Comstock and Scott Braden.
Bill Mills said he appreciates these members’ work. He thanked them for their hard work and dedication to the BLM. Bill Mills provided an overview of the next NW RAC meeting that will take place on May 6-7 in Grand Junction. He said that the theme is shooting sports, and that the RAC will return to normal procedure with field trips on the first day, and an in-person meeting the next day. He adjourned the meeting and said that he appreciated the NW RAC for its time and advice.
The meeting adjourned at 12:03pm.
Meeting minutes approved by Southwest RAC vice chair.
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