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Recognizing Indigenous People 
and Knowledge 

ÅTribes with connection to this land include 
tŀƛǳǘŜΣ IƻǇƛΣ ½ǳƴƛΣ tǳŜōƭƻΣ 5ƛƴŜΩ όbŀǾŀƧƻύΣ 
Ute and others.

ÅIndigenous people lived off this land!



Flora of Grand 
Staircase-Escalante 
National Monument

Walt Fertig data:

Å1,003 species

Å26% of plants of Utah are in GSENM

Å43 endemic plants (to GSENM or vicinity)

Å135 shrub species  (33 in this presentation)
ÅAll native, except kochia (tamarisk and Russian 

olive considered trees)



Plant Presentations at Kanab Library

Past (pdf available)

ÅWildflowers

ÅGrasses

Future

ÅDecember 11:  Lichens (Steve Leavitt)

ÅJanuary 15:  Cactus (Marc & Jared)

ÅFebruary 12:  Riparian plants (Marc)

ÅApril 9:  Landscaping with native Plants (Marc and 
Tim)

ÅTrees ?

ÅWeeds ?

ÅZion National Park Plants (Darrin Gobble) ?

ÅRare plants ?

ÅOther ?



Scarlethedgehogcactus

Cactus, Yucca, Vines often called shrubs, but 
not included here.

Cactus presentation: January 15, 2025
Yucca ?
Vines ?

Canyon grapeNarrowleafyucca



Photos 

ÅMost taken by Marc in GSENM; 
some in surrounding lands of 
southern Utah. Most of these are 
in my online Flickr albums. 
Åhttps://www.flickr.com/photos/marc

_ecology/collections 

ÅA few taken by colleagues, used 
with permission and attribution.



What is a shrub?   No perfect definition

Shrub

ÅWoody plant

ÅMultiple stems
ÅCreates more rounded shape

ÅTypically less than 10 feet tall

ÅSome can sprout (new stems) 

Tree

ÅWoody plant

ÅOne main stem (or a few) 
ÅCreates taller, pointed shape

ÅTypically over 10 feet tall

ÅOften dies when main stem cut



Notes

ÅShrubs can be very short; few inches tall

ÅShrubs can be taller than people

ÅSome shrubs produce edible fruit

Å{ƻƳŜ ǎƘǊǳōǎ ǎǇǊƻǳǘ ŦǊƻƳ ōǊƻƪŜƴ ǎǘŜƳǎΣ ǎƻƳŜ ŘƻƴΩǘ

ÅWildlife eat shrubs (browse)

ÅThis presentation, a sample of common or interesting upland (not riparian) 

shrubs, presented in alphabetical order (mostly) by common name 

(scientific name in parentheses); 1 or 2 slides per plant.



Apache plume 
(Fallugia paradoxa)

Can grow over 6 feet tallPlumose styles 5 white petals



Broom snakeweed 
(Gutierrezia sarothrae)

Usually less than 2 feet tall Broom shape ?Linear leaves



Bush penstemon (Penstemon ambiguus)

White-pink, flat-faced flowersThe most woody penstemon



Bush (sand) penstemon (Penstemon ambiguus)



Cliffrose 
(Purshia stansburiana)

Photo by Jonathan Barth

5-petal, cream-colored, fragrant flowers



Cliffrose 
(Purshia stansburiana)
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Leaves are usually 5-lobed



Fragrant sumac (Rhus 
aromatica)

3-lobed is variety trilobata Simple (no lobe) leaf is variety simplicifolia



Fragrant sumac 
(Rhus aromatica)

September 10 (Deer Springs Fire started July 7)



Fremont mahonia 
(Mahonia fremontii)

September 18 after Deer Springs Fire of July 7

Photos w flowers by Andrey Zharkikh 



Frosted mint  
(Poliomintha incana)

Photo by Thomas Meinzen 

Leaves are very aromatic (minty) when crushed



Fourwing saltbush 
(Atriplex canescens)

Grows to 6 feet tall. 
Fruiting bracteoles have 4 papery wings 

and enclose a single seeded fruit


