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Guffey Gorge Trail Contract Permitting Recreation Events

BLM Staff Inspecting the new steps She Sends Climbing Festival at Shelf Road

Amount Expended: $14,000.00
The BLM was awarded a $125,000 grant for 

performing maintenance work on the trail at Guffey 

Gorge. The grant funds were used to hire a contractor 

to rebuild two areas needing steps and railings. 

Recreation fees were used for grant match to fund a 

partner assistance agreement with Rocky Mountain 

Field Institute. Their partner staff brought in volunteers 

to rehabilitate additional impacted areas and direct 

visitors onto the trail. A previous year project 

contributed $200,000 in deferred maintenance funds 

to refurbish the trailhead and install picnic areas.

Amount Expended: $11,396.25
The Royal Gorge Field Office issued 78 special 

recreation permits for events and outfitters in FY23. 

Unique events include a motorcycle race and a climbing 

festival. Staff time was supported by permit fees to 

issue and monitor permits and ensure permit conditions 

are followed to minimize resource impacts and 

participant safety. Over 3,400 participants benefitted 

from the sense of community and personal 

accomplishment these events provide. Local 

economies also benefit.

Revenue & Expenditures

FY23 Revenue
Recreation Use Permits (RUPs) $89,816.92

Special Recreation Permits (SRPs) $47,473.06

Individual Special Recreation Permits $0.00

Interagency Passes $1,620.00

Total Recreation Fee Revenue for FY23 $138,909.98
Carryover from Prior Years $154,892.63
Total Available Funds for FY23 $293,802.61

FY23 Expenditures
Repair & Maintenance $50,691.51

Visitor Services $38,791.51

Law Enforcement $1,905.28

Inventory, Monitoring and Planning $17,000.00

Collections/Overhead $0.00

Total Recreation Fee Expenditures for FY23 $108,388.30
Total Available Funds for FY24 $185,414.31

Recreation Fee Program Spending & Accomplishment Highlights 2023



  Accomplishment Highlights 2023  Royal Gorge   
     

 Other Accomplishments  Vicinity Map  

 • Installed a Remote Off-Grid Kiosk to accept credit 
cards at the Guffey Gorge Day-Use Area 

 

 

 

 

 • Supported two campground hosts during the 
busy months at The Bank Campground and 
Turtle Rock Campground. 

 
 • Partnered with Rocky Mountain Field Institute to 

maintain trails at Shelf Road Climbing Area 
 

 • Hired two interns to support visitor contacts and 
maintenance at Guffey Gorge. 

 
 • Maintained recreation sites including regular 

cleaning, stocking, and pumping vault toilets. 
 

     

 Planned Activities  FY24 Planned Expenditures    

     

 

 

 

 

Royal Gorge 

Recreation Fee Program Contact 

Phone Number: 719-429-1712 

Email:  lskinner@blm.gov 

Web:  www.blm.gov 
 

Published FLREA Triennial Report 
https://doi.sciencebase.gov/flrea/ 

 

Published FLREA Annual Revenue and Spending Plans 
https://www.blm.gov/programs/recreation/permits-and-fees/flrea-

revenue 
 

Bureau of Land Management’s Blueprint for 21st Century 
Outdoor Recreation 

https://www.blm.gov/sites/default/files/docs/2023-

08/Blueprint%20for%2021st%20Century%20Outdoor%20Recreation50

8.pdf 

Repair & Maintenance $91,500.00 

Visitor Services $74,000.00 

Law Enforcement $5,000.00 

Inventory, Monitoring and Planning $14,000.00 

Collections/Overhead $0.00 

Total Planned Expenditures for FY24  $184,500.00 

Total Available Funds for FY24  $185,414.31 

FY24 Balance after Planned Expenditures  $914.31 

 

 Campsites added in Sand Gulch Campground   

 Sand Gulch Campground Renovation and Expansion 
- $23,500 
Install two Remote Off-Grid Kiosks for fee collection - 
$18,000 
Routine maintenance - $50,000 
Managing special recreation permit program and 
visitor services - $74,000 
Law Enforcement Support at Guffey Gorge - $5,000 
Restoration work at Guffey Gorge - $14,000  

  

   

   

 Recreation fee dollars are an investment in outdoor recreation. Current and future generations benefit as 100% 
of the funds collected are reinvested in the facilities and services that visitors enjoy, use, and value. 
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