
Interpreting Indicators of 
Rangeland Health

A line of evidence to support Land Health Decisions 



Why Land Health?
• 43 CFR Part 4100 

Subpart 4180
• The Public Lands 

Rule expands the 
Fundamentals of 
Land Health

• Interpreting 
Indicators of 
Rangeland Health 
(IIRH) is a monitoring 
protocol developed 
by BLM, USGS, USFS, 
and USDA ARS & 
NRCS



Preparing to Interpret the Indicators



• Soil Pit
• Line Point 

Intercept
• Species 

Composition
• Annual 

Production
• Soil Stability
• Photos

Monitoring Methods



Soil Profile

• R034BY404CO

• Semidesert Stony 
Loam (Shadscale)

Plot Characterization

• Top: Sandy Loam

• Lower: Sandy Clay 
Loam

• Alluvial Fan

• Shadscale is 
dominant shrub

Hunting Grounds







Degrees of Departure 



Transition to Watershed 

Allotment Focus
• Time: Extensive

• Intensive data 
collection

• Coordination
• Annual snapshot 
• Various approved 

monitoring methods

Watershed Analysis
• Time: Reduced

• Ground Truth
• Focus on areas of 

concern
• Multi- year comparison
• Streamlined across 

BLM

Grand Junction Field Office
• 239 allotments

• ~1.3 Million Acres



Lines of Evidence
• AIM
• PFC
• RAP
• Supplemental Methods/ Data
• Watershed Report



Watershed Report



Questions

See you at: 38.857160, -108.333778
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