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Accomplishments  

In 2023, several important projects were accomplished at Pompeys Pillar National 
Monument (PPNM). 
 
When the Yellowstone River flooded in the summer of  2022, the Elk River trail sustained 
damage.  This year PPNM staff worked to re-route and rehabilitate the trail, remove sand, 
rocks and tree branches that had been deposited by the flood and removed tall grasses 
that had grown and begun to obscure the path. This was not the only trail to receive 
improvements. PPNM staff installed two new information kiosks at key trailheads  and 
new trail signs with  names, distance, and hazards at trail  intersections  to improve 
navigation. While out enjoying the newly improved trails, visitors may see one of three 
recently added American Kestrel nest boxes and hopefully their new residents, as they 
were installed to encourage more avian habitation. Local news station KTVQ featured the 
newly improved trails at PPNM with a TV news segment and online article promoting the 
Monument.  
 
After being vacant, two key positions, the park ranger - visitor use lead and the park ranger 
ƿ interpretation lead were filled this year. The new visitor use lead transitioned PPNM 
from using Collections and Billings System point-of-sale system to Recreation.gov to 
ease entry fee sales transactions and improve pass accountability. Other 
accomplishments included recalibrating the TRAFx infrared trail counters at unstaffed 
entrances to the Monument to track recreational visitation more accurately  and leading 
the visitor survey effort . The new interpretation lead provided interpretive opportunities 
for visitors despite limited staffing and facilitate d several events including the annual 
Signature Day event and a Dark Skies presentation.  
 
This summer, PPNM conducted a Government Performance and Results Act (GPRA) 
Visitor Satisfaction Survey jo!dppsejobujpo!xjui!uif!CMNǃt!Obujpobm!Pqfsbujpo!Dfoufs!boe!
Washington State University with the results yielding a 100% satisfaction rating.  
 
New benches were purchased for the interpretive center to allow for visitors to relax 
before and after ascending the Pillar.  
 

A revamped brochure and rack card for the Monument were also created this year to 
showcase the new trail system. 
 
The construction phase for the rock stabilization project  finally began.  More specific 
information about the project is outlined under the Science heading.  
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Challenges 

This season, PPNM was slightly understaffed. Despite this challenge staff still hosted 
school groups and several events by prioritizing objectives and taking on extra workloads. 
With the maintenance worker position vacated early in the spring, staff and volunteers 
took up the work of mowing, tree-trimming, etc. Throughout the season, individuals were 
offered overtime and took up a multitude of tasks to ensure visitors were satisfied with 
their visit.  Below, rangers give an interpretive talk at the PPNM amphitheater. 

The rock stabilization project is an ongoing project and challenge at  the site. Contractors 
were delayed and started later than expected. At the present time, work is expected to be 
finished by April 2024.  
 
Infrared trail counters were down throughout the summer because of technical issues, 
which means staff had to be vigilant with their counts. Counters were repaired after the 
season ended. 
 

Like other locations, seasonal staff are challenged with finding affordable housing for the 
season. Currently, salaries for GS-05 seasonals are not very high for the area, so we 
anticipate this to be an ongoing challenge in the future.  

 
 
 


