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Browns Canyon
National Monument

For centuries, the rugged granite cliffs, colorful
rock outcroppings and stunning mountain vistas
of Browns Canyon National Monument have
attracted visitors from around the world. The
area’s unusual geology and roughly 3,000-foot
range in elevation support a diversity of life and a
wealth of geological, ecological, riparian, cultural

and historic resources.

The 21,589-acre Browns Canyon National
Monument was designated on February 19, 2015.
The Bureau of Land Management and the U.S.
Forest Service jointly manage the monument.
Colorado Parks and Wildlife (CPW), through the
Arkansas Headwaters Recreation Area (AHRA),
manages river-based recreation on

the Arkansas River through

Browns Canyon.
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For more Information

Arkansas Headwaters Recreation Area
307 W. Sackett Avenue

Salida, CO 81201

719-539-7289
https://bit.ly/CPWArkansasHeadwaters

BLM Royal Gorge Field Office

3028 East Main Street

Canon City, CO 81212

719-269-8500
https://www.blm.gov/programs/national-
conservation-lands/colorado/browns-canyon

USFS Salida Ranger District

5575 Cleora Road

Salida, CO 81201

719-539-3591
https://www.fs.fed.us/visit/browns-canyon-
national-monument

Browns Canyon does not
have an onsite visitor center.
Information and collectable
‘passport” stamp are available
at the above locations.
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Cover. Photo by Susan Mayfield
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BLM Photo by Kyle Sullivan
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BLM Photo by Bob Wick

"SpJezl| pauloy-Loys pue sayeusajliel
uIa1sam ‘saxeus Janeb suie|d ‘saxyeus|ing ‘sbouy
snioyo ‘speol s,asnoypoop) buipnjoul ‘ease ayi ul
punoy ale sa10ads uelqiydwe pue sj11dal Jo Jaquinu
V "S109SUl pue spiiq 10} sainoJ uonelbiw juerodwi
apinoid siopiiiod ueledly ‘paginisipun Aj@Alle|al
sulewsal 18y} JaAlY sesueyly 9yl buoje swa1sAs0od
ueriedu Ajuo sy} Jo auo s1 JopLI0d JaAL pabbni ay

"s9|bea usap|ob pue suoo|ey

aueld ‘suoojey aulibalad 10} 1elIgEY 1UD||9IXD
ap1noid s}1|0 s,eale ay] '910A00 pue Jeaq yoe|q
‘x04 Aeab pue pal 1e0qoq 499p dnw |9 ‘dasys
uioybiq ‘uol| ureyunow ayl buipnjoul ‘sa1oads
[ewiue d1}ewa|quia 1SOW S,0peI0]0) JO dWOS
01 SWOY SI JUBWNUO|A |euolleN uoAue) sumoig

JIPIIM

"joolwn|e abuey

JUOI4 JIWBPUS Y] puk ‘Jes|d|ppl} SAOWIBAIT ‘UID)
-}eo|0 as|e} S,19|pua- ‘Asiep puasumo] s a|pus4
‘leaymxonq s,aabapueig oiwspus ayi buipnjoul
sa10ads jue|d anbiun Auew sey juswnuow ay |

"S90UBQIN1SIP J3Y10 puUk 311} JO S1094)9
a1 pue ‘yueq jo A1oisiy a1ew|d ayi jo Apnis ay}
‘Abojolewijooajed uo yoieasal 104 9)s Juepodwil

ue eale ay} aew (obe sieak uol|iw 1$5-009'Y)
el3 ueuquiedald ay} aduls sabueyd o16ojoan “(obe
sleak uoljjiw 6°€€-9G) yood3 auao03 ay} douls
PaA|0AD Skey eale s1yl ul Alunwwod jueld ay |
sjue|d

About National Monuments

National monuments are designated to

protect, conserve and restore landscapes of

tremendous beauty, diversity, and historic
or scientific interest. The Antiquities Act
of 1906 granted the President authority to
designate national monuments to protect
“objects of historic or scientific interest.”
While most national monuments are
established by the President, Congress
has occasionally established national
monuments to protect natural or historic
features. Since 1906, the President and
Congress have created more than 100
national monuments managed by the
Bureau of Land Management, the National
Park Service, the U.S. Forest Service, and
the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service.

Photo by CPW

Whitewater Activities

Whitewater boating is the most popular
recreational activity that occurs in Browns Canyon.
Through the Arkansas Headwaters Recreation
Area partnership, Colorado Parks and Wildlife
manages commercial and private boating through
Browns Canyon along with all recreational use

on the Arkansas River from the confluence of the
Lake Fork and the East Fork of the Arkansas River
to Lake Pueblo.

The Arkansas River is the most accessible way to
enjoy the national monument. Depending on water
levels, it can provide a mild or wild whitewater
boating experience in the scenic canyon.

For more information on water flows and
approved commercial outfitters visit http://bit.ly/
AHRABoating



https://lnt.org
https://www.fs.fed.us/visit/browns-canyon
https://www.blm.gov/programs/national
https://bit.ly/CPWArkansasHeadwaters
http://bit.ly/CPWFishingBrochure
http://bit.ly

Hiking Trails

Browns Canyon National Monument offers many excellent
hikes of differing lengths. Be sure to carry enough water for the
length of the hike you are planning and practice Leave No Trace
principles, including picking up after your pet.

Ruby Mountain Trailhead:

Roundtrip to river via Little Cottonwood (#6045): 2.7 miles

A short but strenuous trek to the river. Please do not trespass
on private property. Instead, follow the dry creek bed at Little
Cottonwood Creek just before a flat river bench section of the
main trail.

Roundtrip via the River Bench Trail (#6045A): 5.5 miles

After Little Cottonwood Creek, the main trail continues along
a gentle, flat river bench. Take this route to continue along the
river bench to an overlook of the Arkansas River.

Roundtrip via River Access Trail (#6045B): 9 miles

Continue on the main trail away from the river bench to
experience varied terrain before taking this route to access the
river. Return the same way.

Roundtrip including Catkin Gulch Loop (#6046): 11.5 miles
A full experience of the monument’s wilderness character.
Navigational tools and skills recommended.

Roundtrip to Forest Service Road 184 (#6045): 11 miles
Hike the main trail to the boundary of the Wilderness Study
Area where it meets vehicle access at Turret Road.

Hecla Junction Trailhead (Hecla Junction Recreation Site):

Roundtrip via Arkansas River Trail: 2 miles

A family-friendly hike along the west bank of the river. During
high water seasons, watch rafters navigate the notorious
Seidel’s Suckhole.

Bassam Park — Aspen Ridge Area Trailhead:

Roundstrip to Overlook via Hefley Saddle Trail (#1435) 2.5 miles
This trail is located outside of the Wilderness Study Area and
is open to mountain biking. At an elevation of 9,500 ft., it
remains relatively flat as it meanders through meadows, pines
and aspen to stunning views.

Driving Access
Motorized access to Browns Canyon National Monument is via unpaved roads that have blind corners and other hazards.

A Nathrop area topographic map is recommended for any off-
trail hiking: https://data.fs.usda.gov/geodata/rastergateway/
data/38106/fstopo/383710600_Nathrop_FSTopo.pdf

Download GPS-compatible maps at: www.brownscanyon.org/map
or www.garna.org/friends-of-fourmile

Camping

Ruby Mountain and Hecla Junction Recreation Areas have
developed campgrounds with fire rings, picnic tables, and vault
toilet restrooms. More information can be found at http://
AHRACamping. Aspen Ridge Road has undeveloped camping
opportunities. To maintain the natural setting please only use
previously disturbed sites and practice Leave No Trace principles.
Restrooms and trash services are not available. There are no
permits required to camp overnight in the monument outside of
the developed campgrounds. If camping along the river, Arkansas
Headwaters Recreation Area regulations apply including the

use of a portable toilet device and fire pan. Outside of the river
corridor, practice Leave No Trace principles and bury human
waste at least six inches deep, do not create fire rings, and camp
on durable surfaces.

Grazing

The monument contains several active livestock grazing
allotments that have been permitted since implementation of
the Taylor Grazing Act in 1934. Grazing use in this area supports
the local economy and maintains the historic ranching heritage
of Chaffee County. Livestock grazing management practices

are conducted to promote a balance in use with wildlife needs,
protection of riparian areas and healthy plant ecosystems.

Fees

Browns Canyon National Monument does not require entrance
fees. This includes Ruby Mountain Trailhead where a fee is not
required to park or travel through on FS Road 300. Arkansas
Headwaters Recreation Area recreation sites provide easy access
to the monument. Ruby Mountain and Hecla Junction require

a Colorado Parks and Wildlife parks pass. Annual park passes
can be obtained at the AHRA Visitor Center in Salida or on the
Colorado Parks and Wildlife's website. Daily passes can be
purchased at self-serve kiosks at the sites.

For more information about fees, visit http://cpw.state.co.us/
placestogo/parks/ArkansasHeadwatersRecreationArea/Pages/
Fees.aspx
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The road to Ruby Mountain (County Road 301/300) includes a one lane wide stretch, use caution. Continue through the Ruby Mountain
Recreation site to access the Ruby Mountain Trailhead and Forest Service Road 300.

The Hecla Junction Recreation Site (AHRA) is the primary location for taking boats out after floating through Browns Canyon. The area
features a campground with restrooms, changing facilities and picnic sites. The road into Hecla Junction (County Road 194) is steep and
can be difficult to travel in heavy rain or snow. Be cautious of two-way traffic on blind corners and hills.

Forest Service Road 1434 is an ATV route that traverses the northern boundary of the monument.

Aspen Ridge Road (Forest Service Road FS 185) is a bumpy ride that is not appropriate for low clearance vehicles. The golden autumn
leaves draw visitors to this popular 4x4 route. High clearance 4x4 vehicles recommended.

Turret Road (Forest Service Road FS 184) takes you into the heart of the monument on a rough 4x4 road that should only be attempted
by experienced drivers with high clearance vehicles. While traveling through open meadows and granite spires, the Collegiate Peaks
Wilderness offers a spectacular backdrop. Please be mindful of private property near the old mining town of Turret.

/} \

2ssi ey

\ .m O'w

\/

\ Rec Site
T
M

I\ =% Ruby Mountain
\ railhead & Parking

T
ﬁﬁn\ <
"\ ‘ : _}3

Nathtop & 7

Cou%/

4
Vlgat
L

%, Trail - . " TN gl el e

oo Trail - Open to Motorized Use 50" or Less o

““ Trail - Open to Non-Motorized Use

#“e Trail - Open to Non-Motorized, Non-Mechanized Use
Seasonal Route Closure

——Seasonal Route Closure Gate

Campground - Arkansas Headwaters Recreation Area

r Boat Ramp/Slide - Arkansas Headwaters Recreation Area

Land Management
BLM Wilderness Study Area

Bureau of Land Management )
US Forest Service ,&
State N
Il AHRA Cooperative Management Agreement Boundary
Private 0 05 1 /
County  — ] |

Miles

\
Buena Vista, CO o‘

BROWNS CANYON
NATIONAL MONUMENT

River A Access'“

Little Coﬁ(’“

s , -_‘
1
‘.---M‘ —-

coﬂonwood Cr(’/e

" BROWNS CANYON |
". WILDERNESS STUDY AREA 'S

“Spring Gulch v

{ :
] AWz,
{ S ///O «

FS Rd 185.D, 185.DA, 185.DB
closed to motor vehicles
December - April

2D Pi—

closed to motor vehicles

Section of FS T1434 between gates
December -

April

A
X ‘\s‘(j\
2 =N
< ; 4
© . gord® B | - Y ¥
tonwood Cre -
EJE —'| \ / e cot g s \“\_',-\
o1 O) N ]* M‘d . 4
Si /' b( ',. 4
ol o a// r \
I, 5-- F 4 \
=' 3 ‘ - = - - | " ‘.._.‘ﬂ,‘a-\
3 . e '\J
3 Browns Canyon National Monument i > % in GU'C
#N 2WD Dirt Road - ‘-\}__\ Ga“( h LoOp
“~= High Clearance Road - 4WD Recommended - )' c /‘
4 ¢ Rugged Terrain - High Clearance 4x4 Only T6045B 7

"

o ————

%

& jouny) ¥81 PH S4

K=
Peg

Green Gulc]

Section of FS Rd 185 between gates
closed to motor vehicles
December - April

adsy 68| pY SH

9Bpry y

1 Caution on FS Rd 184 Turret Road:
Difficult, rugged ride. Exposed rock outcrop.
\ High-clearance 4x4 vehicles only.

I FS Rd 184 closed to motor vehicles
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Stay on designated trails unless confident in
cross-country hiking and navigation skills.


http://cpw.state.co.us
www.garna.org/friends-of-fourmile
www.brownscanyon.org/map
https://data.fs.usda.gov/geodata/rastergateway



