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We Protect and 
Conserve All Species

● > 800 species of birds, 
reptiles, fish, and 
mammals

● 531 Species of Greatest 
Conservation Need

● 93 Tier 1A species

● ~40 endemic animal 
species (including 
invertebrates) 
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Wildlife Needs Habitat
Diverse Habitats and Flora

● Nearly 4000 species of native plants

● High diversity of altitudes and climate

● Transition zones between the 
Sonoran, Chihuahuan, Mojave, and 
Great Basin deserts

● Many habitat specialists:

○ Riparian obligates, grassland 
obligate birds, cold water fish 
species
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2023 BLM Estimates of Horses and Burros in AZ

Collectively 
398% of AML
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Concerns

● Effects on wildlife habitat

● Effects on wildlife populations

● Effects on recovery of threatened and 
endangered species

● Human safety

● Welfare of horses and burros



ARIZONA GAME AND FISH DEPARTMENT     | 6

Effects on Wildlife Habitat

Example: riparian habitat

• Unique habitat that comprise 
less than 2% of total land area in 
the southwest

• Supports highest number of 
species when compared to other 
habitat types

• In AZ, 80% of species use 
riparian, and 50% are considered 
riparian obligates
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Effects on Wildlife Habitat

Example: riparian habitat

In an AZ montane riparian 

system, horses used areas 

close to stream bank more 

frequently than cows or elk.  

Higher potential for negative 

impact on riparian and aquatic 

species (Blum et al. 2018)
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Effects on Wildlife Habitat

Example: Sonoran 
Desert

• Wide-spread habitat in 
the Southwest

• Home to long-lived and 
slow-growing plant 
species

• Environmental effects 
are difficult and slow to 
reverse
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AZGFD Commission Resolutions
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AZGFD Commission Resolutions

“….request that the federal 
government utilize all 
measures available within rule 
or regulation and immediately 
initiate all efforts to remove 
unauthorized feral horses 
present on the Apache-
Sitgreaves National Forest….”

“…requests that the 
federal government 
immediately initiate all 
tools to control excessive 
populations of feral 
burros and formulate and 
implement a plan to 
reduce adverse impacts 
to wildlife habitat and 
public safety…..”
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2017 Resolution of 
the Western 
Association of 
Fish and Wildlife 
Agencies

“…Urges the 
BLM to develop 
an action plan, 
using all 
management 
tools available as 
authorized under 
the Act, to 
remove excess 
horses and 
burros (including 
animals that 
exist outside of 
established herd 
management 
areas), from 
public 
rangelands as 
soon as 
possible…”
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2023 Association of Fish and Wildlife Agencies Resolution

“…requests that the responsible committees of Congress 
appropriate full and consistent funding levels for wild horse 
and burro management…”

“…requests that the BLM and USFS utilize all measures as 
authorized by the Act to remove wild horses and burros 
that exceed established AMLs, and remove animals that 
exist outside of HMAs, as soon as practicable…”
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The concern about excess horses and burros on the 
landscape has not been lessened in recent years.

Damage is occurring as we speak, and there is an urgent 
need to reduce numbers.
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THANK YOU
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