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February 19, 2016

Bureau of Land Management
New Mexico State Office

201 Dinasaur Trail

Santa Fe, New Mexico 87508

Re: Parcel NM-201604-043 258.90 ACRES in Denton County, TX TX TR F-518; TR F-520A; TR F-
520B; TR F-524,

Protest to the Incluslon of Parcel In the April 20, 2016 Competitlve OIl and Gas Lease Sale

Dear Bureau of Land Management New Mexico, Oklahoma, Texas, and Kansas:

I'm a resident of Lewisville, Texas and | protest the lease sale because it has the potential to interfere
with two of the primary purposes for which the reservoir was constructed: water supply and recreation.
Drilling will also ¢cause air pollution, endanger wildlife, and possibly destroy archeclogical artifacts.

Lake Lewisville is the primary source of my drinking water. Despite the stipulations in the sale notice and
the mitigation requirements, accidents, malfunctions, and errors could occur. The risk of contamination
frorn drilling near or under the lake is too great considering the number of people who would be affected,
including me.

Unforeseen events, such as earthquakes, tornados, and lightning strikes could have damaging
consequences to drilling operations and fo our health as well. Lewisville Lake Dam is in disrepair and the
risk of its failure is high. Repairs are still in the planning process. An Environmental Impact Statement on
Lake Lewisville Dam has yet to be published. The Lewisville Dam Safety Madification Study Update in
11/2015 says that a draft will be available in September/Oct 2018 and the final report in Summer 2017.
Up to date information is needed, especially considering the recent swarms of seismic activity in North
Texas. Fracking and deep disposal of ¢il and gas production wastewater induce earthquakes.1 The EIS
report is likely to yield information related to the safety of drilling, especially a current analysis of the
“geographic instability” of the area but the report will not be available by the time of the lease sale. Other
unpredictable events have recently damaged North Texas drilling equipment and have caused health
risks to nearby residents such as a lightning stike and a tornado. 2,3 Such events could damage
aquipment next to the lake as well.

In addition to the possible pollution of the water, any drilling operations will certainly further pallute the air.
Denton County is currently in a non-attainment area for air quality because air pollution here exceeds the
8-hour ozone standards. Ozone rates are not improving. And monitoring of particulates has only recently
begun in North Texas.4 Denton County ozene levels are among the worst in the US.§ There are no air
quality monitors in some of the towns closest 1o the parceal like Carinth, Highland Village, Little Eim,
Hickory Creek, or Lewisville and we rely on data from Denton and Flower Mound. Denton County’s only
monitor of particulate matter is in the City of Denton. Without closer monitoring it would be impossibie to
gather the data to estimate the safety of any oil and gas operations at Lake Lewisville.
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| often go to the lake to enjoy the natural surmroundings by walking and swimming there, and | want to
continue to do so in a quiet and clean environment without the noise and smell of oil and gas drilling and
diesel trucks. I've tried not to disturb the environment, though I'm tempted to pick some of the beautifu!
(and possibly rare) wildflowers that thrive by the lake. Honestly I've never seen a prairie chicken or
peregring falcon. | don't know one woodpecker from another. I'm even a little frightened of the gar fish.

But in Lewisville we don't have many places to interact with nature after a long commute home on a
congested highway in level-orange air poliution. The proposed sale would make Sycamore Bend Park
unusable and would eliminate part of the hiking trail from Sycamore Bend to the Old Alton Bridge. A
planned equestrian trail to Sycamore Bend would be scrapped.6

Important artifacts are sometimes discovered around Lake Lewisville and are likely to exist under the
parcel site. The Smithsonian Institution confirmed that artifacts found when the lake was created were
from the Clovis people and were about 11,000 years old. After the lake was filled no further significant
archaeclogical investigations took place except for revisiting the Clovis site during a time of drought and
other surface investigation and “shovel tests.” In 1950 an archaeclogical survey located a site, which the
authors labeled 41DN444 that was investigated by two people who found some artifacts, but no further
investigation took place.7 Last September, the remains of an Ametican Indian was found on the northern
shore of the lake.8 The Corps of Engineers took possession of the body and haven't disclosed further
infarmation about it. Also on the northern shere dinosaur fossils were found in January, 2013.9 And in
2011, 96 million year old crocodile bones (the cldest known crocodile) were found at Lakewood Village,
which is close to the parcel. 10 In light of the recent findings, a more thorough investigation is needed
before drilling operations disrupt or destroy artifacts.

The possible hazards and damage to the area are not worth the potential revenue from drilling on this |
parcel.

Sincarely,

Tracy M. Kirk
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