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REMOTE ZOOM MEETI NG OF THE BUREAU OF LAND MANAGEMENT
DESERT ADVI SORY COUNCI L FOR THE CALI FORNI A DESERT

DI STRI CT, COVMENCI NG AT 9: 03 A.M, ON SATURDAY,

AUGUST 27, 2022, BEFORE DI ANE CARVER MANN, CSR NO. 6008.

MEMBERS OF THE DAC PRESENT:

RANDY BANI S, CHAI RPERSON

Rl CHARD HOLLI DAY

NATHAN FRANCI S

PAUL MARTI N

JACK THOVPSON

BI LLY M TCHELL ( PRESENT FOR A PORTI ON OF THE MEETI NG)

MEMBERS OF THE BLM PRESENT:

SHELLY LYNCH - CALI FORNI A DESERT DI STRI CT DI RECTOR

GREG M LLER - CALI FORNI A DESERT DI STRI CT ASSCCI ATE
DI RECTOR

KATE M YAMOTO - CALI FORNI A DESERT DI STRI CT PUBLI C
AFFAI RS SPECI ALI ST

NOELLE GLI NES-BOVI O - MOJAVE TRAI LS NATI ONAL MONUMENT
MANAGER

CARL SYMONS - RI DGECREST FI ELD OFFI CE MANAGER

M KE AHRENS - NEEDLES FI ELD OFFI CE MANAGER
BRI AN CROFT - BARSTOW FI ELD OFFI CE ACTI NG MANAGER
TIM Gl LLOON - PALM SPRI NGS- SOUTH COAST FI ELD MANAGER

JEFF CHI LDERS - BARSTOW ASSCCI ATE FI ELD MANAGER
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SATURDAY, AUGUST 27, 2022
9:03 A M

DI RECTOR LYNCH: Wel cone, everyone. Good
nmor ni ng, and thanks for joining us today. W really
appreciate your joining us. Go ahead and call the
meeting to order. And Kate, if you could give a brief
overvi ew of Zoom protocols for our public attendees.

M5. M YAMATO. All right. Good norning,
everyone, and wel cone to the DAC neeting. So this
information is for nenbers of the public who want to
participate in the public coment period, which begins
at 2:45 p.m You wll have the opportunity to address
t he DAC during the public coment period only, and
you'll be able to do that via audio.

So to allow the maxi num nunber of i ndivi dual s,
we're limting the comment period length to three
m nutes, and we'll have a tinmer up for that. |If we do
have time at the end, we'll offer a second three-m nute
opportunity to address the DAC

Pl ease show nutual respect for each other and
the BLM and pl ease do not use inappropriate or
unprof essi onal | anguage during your comrent. |If you

viol ate or disregard any of the rules, it may result in
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you being nuted or renoved fromthe neeting. But we
appreci ate your cooperation in maintaining these rules
and for the benefit of all involved.

To the best of my ability I will call on people
in order of their hand being raised. So once the
conmment period opens, if you could raise your hand,
we'll try to do that in order so we'll work through as
many speakers as possible until that 3:20 mark. If we
have nore people than the tine allows, | wll put ny
e-mail in the chat, you can e-mail ne your witten
comments, and those will be provided to the court
reporter to be included on the record.

And you're al so welcone to submt questions and
comments anytime to the Bureau of Land Managenment and
t he DAC outside of this schedul ed neeting using the
e-mail. So it's going to be ny e-mail, and I will put
that in the chat right now.

We are going to show you the agenda right now
of what we'll cover, and then I'Il turn it back over to
Shel |l y.

MS5. LYNCH:  Thanks, Kate. So we'll do
i ntroductions on the BLMside. And I'm Shelly Lynch.

"' mthe new district manager in the California Desert

District. Been here for about two nonths already. Got
right up fast already for the first two nonths. | cane
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fromthe state office. | was the branch brief of Lands,
Pl anni ng, Recreation, and Cultural Resources at the
California state office in Sacranmento for about two and
a half years. And prior to that I worked with the

U S. Arny Corps of Engineers in their Clean Water Act
regul atory program for over nine years. And | have
experience working for the State of Oregon Departnent of
Transportation, as well as the Forest Service and BLM up
in Oregon. So that's my background in a nutshell.

" m super excited to be here. |It's great to
see everyone and neet fol ks, and | ooking forward to
getting out in the field when the weather cools off a
little bit nmore and see all the things that are going
on, as well as the partnerships we have and the efforts
t hat we have going on with our great partners.

So that's me, and I'd |like to introduce the
rest of the staff. So we'll start with M ke.

MR. AHRENS: Sorry about that. M ke, BLM
Needl es field manager.

DI RECTOR LYNCH: Jeff?

MR. CHI LDERS: Good norning. |'m
Jeff Childers. |I'mthe associate field manager of the
Barstow Field O fice.

DI RECTOR LYNCH: Brian?

MR. CROFT: | amBrian Croft. |'mthe acting
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field manager at the BLM in Barstow.

DI RECTOR LYNCH: Freddi e?

MR. ESPI NOZA: Good norning. 1'm
Freddi e Espinoza. |'mthe assistant district fire
managenment officer.

DI RECTOR LYNCH: Tin®

MR. GILLOON: [|I'mfield manager for the
Pal m Spri ngs-Sout h Coast Field Ofice.

DI RECTOR LYNCH: Noel | e?

MS. GLINES-BOVIO.  Good norning. M nane is
Noell e Gines-Bovio. | amthe Myjave Trails National
Monument manager .

DI RECTOR LYNCH: Greg?

MR. M LLER. Good norning. Welconme, everybody.
My nane is Geg MIller. 1'mthe associate district
manager .

DI RECTOR LYNCH: Kate?

MS. M YAMATO. Hello. |[|'mKate Myamto, and
I"'mthe California Desert District Public Affairs
speci al i st.

DI RECTOR LYNCH: Carl ?

MR. SYMONS: Hi. [I'mCarl Synons. |[|'mthe
Ri dgecrest field manager.

DI RECTOR LYNCH: All right. And I'lIl hand the

meeting over to Randy.
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CHAI RPERSON BANI'S:  Wel |, thank you, Shelly.
Good norning. First thing I'd like to do is welcone you
to the California Desert District, even though you've
been working for a couple of weeks. [|I'msorry |I m ssed
your swearing in this week, but I know Dick attended,
and maybe others did too that can tal k about that during
the introduction. So welcone aboard. And | know t hat
the DAC is | ooking forward to working with you through
your term

Wth that et ne call on other DAC nenbers and
i ntroduce them please. Take a mnute or two and tel
us about yourself. And first one |I'mgoing to call is
Nat han Franci s.

Good norning, Nate.

MEMBER HOLLI DAY: My nanme is Dick Holliday, or
Ri chard Holliday. | have been a user of the group, or
at least for the dunes out in Inperial Sand Dunes and
Dunont for 50 or so years and been on the DAC previously
from 2008 through 2011. |1'mglad to be back here on the
DAC. And hopefully we'll get sonme new nenbers so we
have enough to do sone real work. Thank you.

CHAI RPERSON BANI' S:  Nat han. Nat han Francis,
good nor ni ng.

MEMBER FRANCI S: Yes. Good norning. M nane

is Nathan Francis. |'ve been on the DAC previously as
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well. And ny work consists of working with U S. Borax
Rio Tinto. 1've been with themfor eleven years in the
m ni ng sector.

CHAI RPERSON BANI' S:  Thank you.

Good norning, Paul. Paul Martin.

MEMBER MARTI N: Good nmorning. Yes, Paul Martin
here. |I'ma retired m ning engi neer and DAC nenber for
many years, several years, public-at-large and
nonrenewabl e resources. Pleasure to work with the group
and | ook forward to our neeting today.

| have reviewed the DAC field reports on the
draft Barstow Field O fice Business Plan with a proposed
pl an approval by the DAC team So glad to be here
t oday.

CHAI RPERSON BANI' S:  Thanks, Paul. Good
nor ni ng.

Is Billy Mtchell on the Iine? Billy? Hope he
gets to nmake it today.

Let me turn it over to Jayne Powell. Good
nor ni ng, Jayne. Jayne i s not present.

Il"mgoing to call for Robert Robinson. Good
nor ni ng.

And then lastly for Jack Thonmpson. Jack, are
you on the call today?

VEVMBER THOMPSON: Yeah. Hi . Nice to see

Page 11

Veritext Lega Solutions
866 299-5127




A W DN

ol

10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24
25

everyone. Yeah, ny nanme is Jack Thonpson. |[|'mthe
W | dl ands Conservancy's California Desert regional
director. | have been a | and manager in
Wi t ewat er Canyon for the past 15 years. | oversee
W | dl ands Whitewater Preserve, and work with Pioneertown
Mount ai ns Preserve, had a very | ong cooperative
relationship with BLM in as nuch as those | ands |
manage with W1 dl ands share borders or are surrounded
with BLM lands in the South Coast Field O fice.

W | dl ands has a very long relationship with BLM
with the |ongest-serving California director of BLM
Ed Hastey, once being a board nenber of W/ dl ands
Conservancy, and sone |arge conservation projects at the
California Desert over the years. So it's great to be
here representing conservation and great to see all the
DAC nenbers. And wel cone, Shelly. Really | ooking
forward to getting to see where your priorities are and
work with you on a whol e host of issues.

CHAI RPERSON BANI'S: Good to have you here
agai n, Jack

Wth that, I'll introduce nyself. 1I'm
Randy Banis. |'mrepresenting the public-at-large. [|'m
a periodic regular nmenber of the Desert Advisory Counci
either fortunately as a nenber, or even nore fortunately

as a nmenber of the audience. |[|'ve been a part of the
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DAC famly for a couple of decades now and really enjoy
this part of ny life very, very nuch

| want to just say first, pardon my voice.
hope it lasts all day. COVID finally caught up with ne
at the beginning of the nonth. Yesterday was nmy first
day testing negative. | got to break out of jail. But
it did affect nmy attention over the |ast couple of weeks
as well, and | don't feel as well prepared as | usually
do for our DAC neetings, so please bear with ne, folks.

One of the things | wanted to touch on -- and
t hanks, Dick, also for mentioning this -- is the state
of the DACin terns of its vacancies. Right now the
Advi sory Council |acks the regulatory quorumto be able
to issue advice to the BLM Qur category three is
underrepresented and is in dire need of an appoi nt ment
fromthe interior secretary.

| know it's a long and wi nding road for
applications to make their way fromthe Desert District
into the state office and to Washington, D.C. for final
vetting, but | do know that there are a nunber of
applications in the pipeline. Hopefully they're in the
Washi ngton, D.C. stage and can be nade ready soon for
the secretary's signature and for appointnment. And |'ve
got ny fingers specially crossed that those appointnments

wi Il contain nenbers fromcategory three. W're going
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to be called upon to issue advice, and | want to make
sure that we have the body that can do that and do it in
a way in which our advice is long |lasting and even

dur abl e.

That said, last thing, | do want to continue to
call for in-person neetings. |'mtaking over the voice
of Ji m Bagl ey, who was a DAC nenber until just this
neeting. | hope he's reapplied. Jimwas the |eading
voi ce for having neetings in person, and | don't want
that voice to go away, so I'mgoing to echo Jinls voice.
We really do our work much better in person, and the
public engages nore in person as well. And besides
that, again, the field trips, you know, truly were at
times the highlight of our weekend and probably some of
t he nost educational parts of the weekend. And we do
m ss t hose.

So thanks for letting ne take your ear for a
while in ny introduction. [|'mglad that everybody is
here, including the nmenbers of the public, for the
meet i ng.

And with that, I'mgoing to turn to the next
itemon the agenda, if there's no objections. And
that's a presentation by Mjave Trails National Mnunment
manager, Noelle dines-Bovio, to talk about the

Moj ave Trails National Mnunent planning process. And
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| " mlooking forward to this presentation very nuch.

So thank you for joining us here, Nicole --
Noel | e. Thank you. Again, COVID haze.

MS. GLINES-BOVIO.  Ckay. Well, thank you,
everyone. So what |I'mgoing to do is I'mgoing to go in
and share ny screen real quickly. Good norning,
everyone. As | nentioned, everyone, ny nane is
Noell e Gines-Bovio. | amthe Mjave Trails Nationa
Monunent nonunent manager. And let's see here. | cane
here in late 2020 and started kind of gathering a bunch
of information in association to what were the next
steps when it cones to this particular nmonunent.

Pl ease let me know if you can see my screen so
| can get this going.

MATTHEW Gl BBS: We can see your Power Poi nt app.
We just need you to start presenting.

MS. GLI NES-BOVIO. Ckay. Thank you so nuch.
Let's see here. As |I'mlooking for the presentation
part, sonetines | lose it here.

MATTHEW G BBS: Top middle of that slide show
but t on.

MS. GLI NES-BOVIO. Thank you so mnuch.

MATTHEW G BBS:  Yeah, no problem

MS. GLINES-BOVIO. Al right. Okay. So today

" mgoing to present on just sone updated information.
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Basically we have started gathering information in
association to our planning effort. So today |I'm going
to tal k about the planning effort, what we have
acconplished so far, and then I"mgoing to kind of go
over sonme of those acconplishments maybe in a little bit
of detail. And then after that | will then go into what
our next steps are, where we would possibly go next.

Some of this might actually be a review. Sone
folks on this call may have heard this before. But |'ve
noti ced we do have a few new fol ks, and I want to make
sure that they're also given the nost up-to-date
information that | can give, so bear with ne. Thank
you.

So probably about a year ago we started the
i dea of what it would look like to nove forward with a
pl anning effort. The Myjave Trails National Mnunent
covers three | andscapes. |It's one gigantic |andscape,
but it cover three | andscapes in accordance to the three
field offices. So we have parts of Barstow, a |arge
portion of Needles, and then a smaller portion of the
Pal m Springs- South Coast Field Ofices that created
Moj ave Trails National Mnunent.

So, you know, for education purposes, | work
basically out of the Needles Field Ofice, but I work

with and for three field office field managers. So |

Page 16

Veritext Lega Solutions
866 299-5127




A WD

ol

10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24
25

try my best to keep everybody updated, and sonetines
it's alittle harder than it should be, but just because
there's so nmuch goi ng on.

| am of course, the sole source for the
monunment planning effort right now We do have a team
and we have -- nost of the team nenbers consist of fol ks
out of the Needles Field Ofice, the Barstow Field
O fice, and the Palm Springs Field Ofice, so you can
understand that in some cases that can be a little, you
know, just overwhel m ng.

Al so, when it cones to this planning effort, we
have a lot of great information that already exists, and
that's sonmething that | really kind of want to get into
today a little bit, and that's kind of a part of our
prepl anni ng acconpli shnments.

So when we started this effort back in -- |1
want to say early '21, | was tasked with identifying
what we currently have when it came to information
because you can't really do a planning effort if you
don't know what you're planning for. So, you know, we
do a review of the proclamation, the resources, objects
and val ues. The past nmonunent manager did a great job
of i1dentifying what those are, and, you know, putting
that down in kind of a couple of docunments. He went

t hrough a public process back in 2017 called the
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envi si oni ng sessions and presented that information to
fol ks. That report you can actually find on the
Moj ave Trails National Mnunment website right now.

So | picked up where our previous manager |eft
off. And basically we did a data source eval uati on, how
much -- you know, what do we have in our data? W have
a | ot because we recently did another planning
revision -- or another planning amendment not too |ong
ago to the CDCA called the DRECP. And so that
particular plan is rich with a | ot of great basically
varied new i nventories, and that's a |lot of the
informati on we're planning on using because it is so
fresh.

For exanple, we have a |lot of great habitat
information that we feel pretty strongly that, not only
is it fresh, but it's constantly refreshed because we
are doi ng, you know, a lot of -- you know, there's a | ot
of information, association to species and our partner
when it cones to that information, so, |ike Fish and
Wldlife and, of course, the California division of Fish
and Wldlife. So we feel really strongly that that data
is fairly, fairly good.

We have other data that we need to go out and
data source. We did go out for contracting for sone

other information. W are currently | ooking at sone
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cultural contracting just for kind of a literature
search, and we also in the past had a G S contract to
hel p us kind of organize our data and get ready for the
pl anni ng process.

Anot her thing that we kind of realized back in
'21 and as we were noving into '22 is that it had been a
whil e since we had reached out to our friends, our
partners, and even just the public that has a real
interest in this particular |andscape. And so | kind of
put together -- got sone help fromour headquarters
of fice and went out with a contractor to do sone
educati on sessions that were public based. They were
Zoom as wel | .

But we did what we could to reach out to
basically our partners and the general public that had
interest in certain plans in the past and to help us
ki nd of educate them on what our plan is, you know, our
strategy for our next steps and what we're planning to
do and also build nore of a collaborative communi cation,
nore transparent process by gaining information now on
who's interested, building that contact |ist, giving
people the tools in understanding why we're planning the
way we're planning.

We're structuring our plan as, you know, an

amendnent, and a | ot of fol ks were kind of wondering

Page 19

Veritext Lega Solutions
866 299-5127




A WD

ol

10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24
25

why. And so we had put

this last year, and we had a pretty good t
of attendees.
educati on,

parti al parti al

on that video right now.
The transcript is currently under

we shoul d have that avail abl e al so on our

out three sessions in April of

urnout, a | ot

And we structured it with kind of a

Q and A, and we are working

process, and

BLM website

within the next nonth. W also have a report that wll

be generated. W're working on that as well. W're in

the final draft, and once we get that finalized, that

will also sit on the sane website. And that is the

Moj ave Trails Bureau of Land Managenent website.

So for those that are interested, | wll give

you ny e-nmail address

very | ast side slide.

send you the path to ny web page.

so, all right.

at the end. It w

And t hen cont act

me,

be at

and |

t he

wi ||

It's pretty sinple,

And so with that,

we al so needed to kind of

figure out a subgroup.
directs the BLM on not
what resources --

are inportant when it

We have a proclamation that

or what

j ust,

resour ces,

obj ect s,

you know, what val ues and

and val ues

cones to this particular

monunment ,

but it also has other direction as well; for exanple, of

course, the direction to plan, the direction to put

t oget her sone type of resource advisory group that wll
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help with the planning process. And so that was anot her
acconpl i shnent that we had this year

We worked with, of course, Randy from-- well
first we went out to the DAC, and we presented that
need, and then, of course, the DAC went through that
application process, and the subgroup was put together.
And nore information on that will be com ng |ater on
t hrough Randy and M ke Ahrens, of course. But these are
the main acconplishnments that we kind of have been able
to kind of get across so far.

So kind of to give you an idea of where we're
at, so this is kind of a structure in which we created
back in early 2021. This is basically the first portion
of our tineline in association to our planning process.
So if you can see, you will see sonme of the green, and
the green identifies kind of where we're at. W are
actually very close to our actual NEPA contracting. W
have prepped that. W are probably | ooking at being
able to bring on a contractor for our actual planning
process hopefully sonmetime at the end of this year.

We are close to at | east a selection and
reward -- or award. That will probably happen within
t he next couple of nonths. W' ve got our project
managenent plan in place. W have assenbl ed our

exi sting data, and we are currently going out to collect
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any new data that came up during our data analysis
process that we did |last year. W kind of nmade sure
that we are under the Dingell Act conpliance. W are in
the process of redrafting our MOUs for our cooperating
agenci es and then, of course, hoping to initiate that
before the end of this year.

We haven't quite gotten to our prelimnary
alternatives, but we are working on that right now. So
our IDteamis currently in kind of a preplanni ng phase
where we're working on what's called our analysis of our
managenent situation, which will help us with the
prelimnary alternative devel opnents. And that's what's
going to help us when we actually initiate the NO and
go out for scoping.

So we are working on the Notice of Intent.

That is expected to go out to our headquarters office
within the next nonth. W are |ooking at a January date
for the Notice of Intent to be in the Federal Register,
and at that point we will go out for scoping. So that
is, of course, the update of what we've acconplished so
far and where we're at.

Now |I'm going to kind of cover sonme of those

t hi ngs of where we're heading. So like | had stated

before, we've got the draft NO -- that's that Notice of
Intent -- getting ready to go up to our headquarters
Page 22

Veritext Lega Solutions
866 299-5127




A W DN

ol

10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24
25

office for review W are expecting a review process to
kind of |and us sonmewhere nore |like the winter. The
fall is where it's going up, and we're thinking that
once we get through all of the review process with them
and back and forth, we should see sonething cone out,

we' re hoping, in January.

We are also in the process of helping to stand
up the MAC. Like | stated, we did, of course, get that
process, the application process, with the hel p of Randy
and sone of our DAC nenbers, and nore information on
that will soon to follow

We are finalizing our report when it cane to
our Zoom Webi nar and education sessions, you know, when
it comes to the type and structure of planning process
that we would like to follow up on. So for those that
m ssed that, it will be available within the next nonth
on the Mpjave Trails National Monunment BLM s page.

And so for those folks that are interested,
pl ease contact nme. Sone fol ks have been contacting ny
contractor, which is fine. But we' re now noving away
fromthat contractor, and everybody needs to ki nd of
just start contacting ne. So that would be fantastic.

Let's see here. Let's see here. W are, of
course, keeping our open communications with interested

parties. | am always interested in taking a tour, a
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field trip, an onsite, whatever we want to call it, to

t hose objects of interest when it comes to the nonunent,
the proclamation, any of those things. Just give ne a
call, and we'll set up a tinme.

The weather is going to get really nice
outside. We' ve got one nore nonth of probably sonme hot
weat her, but then we're going to be in sonme great
weat her, and | think it's the best tinme to get out there
and start kicking rocks. So please contact nme, and
let's do that. | want to meet with folks. And then, of
course, 2023 is when we are thinking we are going to
start our planning process.

So to kind of give it to you in nore of a
standardi zed project tineline, this is the rest of the
project tineline. So, as you can see, we're kind of
still here in '22. W're hoping to -- you know, we've
identified the -- oh, | should probably nove these. But

we've identified the scoping to go out January of '23,

and then we will, of course, have our scoping, and then
we will start to respond to scoping probably February or
March, and then we will start to devel op the docunent.

We will hopefully publish the docunent --
actually, we're going to be here in '23. | should have
nmoved t hose around, nmy m stake. And we've kind of got

all of the public comments and the public FRN tinme right
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here, in the draft portion.

We don't plan on doing too nmuch when it cones
to the ACECs, except we are going to reviews those ACECs
to nake sure they are protecting the resources, objects,
and values that are associated with the proclamati on.
And so I'msure a lot of folks are going to be very
interested in what that |ooks |ike and how that shakes
out. And so | think that's going to be probably a |arge
part of those coments.

And then noving forward, of course, into '23
and '24 with these bl ocks here with kind of response to
comment, then the publishing of the nonunent nanagenent
pl an, EA, you know, and then noving forward with
everyt hing el se.

So our target goal to finish is sometine in
2024. So that should give us enough tinme. So that's
ki nd of where we're at right now. Now, as we all know,
things are fluid. Not everything noves according to
plan, but this is what we're hoping for.

Al'l right. Thank you so nmuch. That woul d be
my update. Any questions? Oh, let nme stop sharing.

St opped sharing. Thanks.

CHAI RPERSON BANI'S: Great. Thank you. Thanks,

Noelle. That's a good PowerPoint, and | |ike seeing the
progress charts too. It gives us a good idea of the
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timeline.

Before | open it up for comments fromthe DAC,
just going to do a reset as to where we are. The next
presentation is sort of a followup to this, a
continuation of this, by Mke Ahrens, and I'I|l chine in
on that as well. So we'll have an opportunity to have,
you know, broader discussion on this and continued
di scussion. But | don't want to |l et Noelle get away
wi t hout an opportunity for the DAC nenbers to ask a
speci fic question about her presentation. So the floor

is open for DAC nenbers to ask questi ons.

MEMBER HOLLI DAY: | have just a coment on your
presentation. | think it would be really good
especially -- well, for ne and for people that are on

the public comrent, public period, that sone of the
acronyns you used, it would be good if you could do
those. | don't know who that presentation was designed
for, but it doesn't look like it was really designed for
t he public, because there's so many acronyns in there
that -- | don't know what the MACis. You raised the
MAC. | don't know what that is, and so I think that if
you do another presentation for the public or for the
DAC, that sonmehow we get sone definitions on those
acronyns.

MS5. GLINES-BOVIO  Definitely. Thank you.
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CHAI RPERSON BANI'S: The floor is open. Well,
good. Thanks again, Noelle. | appreciate that. W are
a few m nutes ahead of schedul e, but hopefully Mke is
wel | rehearsed enough to be able to junp in right now.
| can say that we have coordi nated our presentation very
deeply; right, M ke?

MR. AHRENS: Absolutely. Thank you, Randy.

CHAI RPERSON BANI'S: \Why don't you take it
first, M ke.

MR. AHRENS: | will. Thank you so nuch, Randy,
and thank you, Noelle, for all the work you're doing
with the nonunent. Yeah, and so this agenda is an
opportunity to update on our progress with the MAC, the
Monunent Advisory Council. Thank you, Dick, for putting
us in check there.

So you'll renember that at the |ast neeting we
had -- last couple of neetings we had cone to the
Advi sory Council recommendi ng an Advi sory Council for
t he monunent. You all agreed with that. W went
t hrough a nom nation process, got really good results
fromthat process. And the DAC at the | ast neeting nmade
sel ecti ons of nenbers for the MAC and told us to go and
do good work.

So we did that. We planned our first neeting.

| believe that was in June, and | would say, you know, |
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could say that that first neeting was really about an
opportunity for the nenbers to neet each other and to
begin to understand everybody's interest. And |I'd say |
was really inpressed with the breadth of the both
experience in the Mpjave Trails Mnunment by the MAC
menmbers, and al so the variety and diversity of
interests, | think, is going to be a really neat group
to work with.

We're going to get to hear a | ot of different
ki nds of opinions, and | think once the group really
gets fornmed and starts to really pull the wagon all in
the sane direction, it's going to be a really strong
group. So I'mvery inpressed with that.

As | said, we went through, gave everybody an
opportunity to kind of neet each other and find out what
their, you know, backgrounds were and what have you and
then went through kind of the roles and expectations
just so everybody really kind of understood what the
busi ness of the MAC was and what we hope the nmenbers
could provide. And Noell e gave anot her planning update
simlar to this, although there's a whole bunch nore
done today that wasn't done back in June. So thank you
for that.

And then we set our next neeting date for

Septenber the 13th, which we hope to neet face to face
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and hope to be in Barstow, | believe. So Randy is
wor ki ng on that, | think.

Randy, that's probably all | had to share. So
| don't know if you want to share nore about
Moj ave Trails Advisory Council and/or the other
subgroups. | think it's all yours. Thank you.

CHAI RPERSON BANI'S:  Yeah, let me refresh the
DAC nenbers' nenory of the appointnents to the subgroup,
or the MAC. Ashley Lee; Linda Castro;

Moni ca Argandona; Marco Leal, L-e-a-l; Steven Reyes;
Gregor Losson, L-o0-s-s-0-n; also former DAC nenbers
JimBagl ey, Ed Stovin, and Dan Taylor. And representing
the Desert Advisory Council to provide nexus, the

requi red nexus, to the subgroup, three of us are team ng
up for that duty, and that's Dick Holliday,

Robert Robi nson, and nyself.

So | appreciate this team the tinme that
they're willing to take to help with this, because |I'm
excited that the Advisory Council is taking up this
i ssue and taking up this matter now. | knew it would
come, when it would be tine. But | think it was over
ei ght years | worked on the Mjave Trails National
Monunent as a centerpiece of a |arger desert bill that
i ncluded W | dernesses and OHV areas and al so

Sand to Snow National Monument. [t's interesting that
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all the conponents of that snorgasbord -- get that on,
Diane -- with the snorgasbord, all of the dishes made it
to the table. They just didn't get there in the form of
a Desert Protection Bill that we had all worked so hard
on.

Nonet hel ess, all the pieces as | said, nmde it,
but they made it through different journeys and
di fferent pathways. And the way in which the
Moj ave Trails National Mnunent made it to the table was
t hrough the executive branch and through a proclamation.

So the sideboards that nake up this nonunent
pl anni ng process are going to be very inportant. And |
think that's sonething that we'll want to | ook at and
focus on, because the sideboards sort of represent, |
guess, sort of |ike the bunpers that you put in the
gutters at the bowing alley so you make sure that the
bow ing ball is always going to at | east go down the
m ddl e of the lane. So the sideboards are going to help
gui de the planning process of what's possible and
pr obabl e.

And | think, you know, for us as the
Advi sory Council, it will be inportant for us to
famliarize ourselves with those sideboards so that we
have realistic expectations with respect to what we'l

see out of this planning process, and also so that we'l
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under stand not just the tinmeline but understand how sone
of our nore favorite issues or the things that really
have us interested, where the decision-making points,
where those -- where in that process your issues or your
interests will be in play.

Everything is not on the table starting day
one. It's a long process. And I also want to bring
back the five-letter acronymthat was with the DAC for
many years as well, and that's DRECP, the Desert
Renewabl e Energy Conservation Plan. This is going to be
a big test for the DRECP. A lot of the sideboards that
will be in place for the planning process will have cone
fromthat DRECP. And | also think it would be good for
the DAC, particularly if we see new nenbers com ng on
board, to have another refresher in DRECP so that we can
under stand how that can affect the process. So that's
what |'ve got on ny plate.

I'"d like to open the floor up to the other DAC

menbers for comments, questions, suggestions. The fl oor

i s open.

Jack, what do you think?

MEMBER THOWPSON: Sorry. Oh, yeah, I'mreally
excited, and | really appreciate -- really appreciate

everyt hing everyone has done up to this point in the

pl anni ng process. You know, | share sone of the history
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with Randy with regards to the |long process to establish
Mojave Trails and really appreciate everybody's tinme and
energy on the subgroup to bring perspective there. And
Randy, | really appreciate, you know, the guiding |ight
t hat you' ve been in the whole collaborative process that
represents a wi de group of communities. |It's such a
wonderfully special |andscape to so many of us.

And it's really great to see this noving
forward. Really looking forward to taking a field trip
with you, Noelle, to get out there. |I've really fallen
in love with that place.

Just a quick question. You know, |I'd heard
that the flooding that had happened with sonme rainstorns
recently east of Cadiz had washed-out bridges al ong
Route 66, and | was just curious if west of Cadiz to
Amboy, if the travel route there had been Iikew se
af fected by those rainstornmns.

| know that there have been sone kind of
crossings cleared as the bridgework had been done from
stornms that had damaged those crossings, those bridges,
you know, even further back. But I'mjust trying to
understand the access a little bit now, if people want
to, you know, potentially go out there.

MS. GLINES-BOVIO. So actually | believe the

county went out and they were doing all of their
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infrastructure evaluation. They have a tinetable in

whi ch they, you know, go out with their engineering crew
and | ook at the infrastructure. And they had identified
those bridges to the west of Anboy to not being able to
hol d the wei ght of certain vehicles, and so they decided
to close that portion as well. So we do have a | ot of
closures on U.S. Route 66 right now.

You know, as a rem nder we are a partner wth
the county, and the county is trying their best, of
course, to renedy everything that they can, but
everything takes tine. You know, they have to kind of
go through a whole entire process when it cones to the
design of those particular bridges because of the byway
itself being historic. So now they are under those
hi storic design features, so it nakes it a little |onger
of a process for them and possibly even nore costly
because of the |ocation.

Two, everything has kind of gone up with
inflation. And three, it's not considered a main
hi ghway in the eyes of the Departnent of Transportation,
you know, with the overall departnment. And so these are
the things that we're all tackling, you know, we're al
ki nd of dealing with when it cones to that particular
obj ect of the nmonunent.

So we're working together, aren't we, Mke?
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MR. AHRENS: Absolutely, yeah, and | had not
heard about any new bridge washouts. The county cl osed
t hat section between Anboy and Ludl ow a few nont hs
really before the nonsoon season started, or right at
t he begi nning but prior to any big rains and what have
you. And as far as | amaware -- well, so nost of that
section around 66 is now actual ly cl osed.

You can get from Amboy itself to the
Amboy Crater, and of course you can get through -- oh,
my goodness. |Is that Anboy Road that conmes down from
29 Palns? And you could use Route 66 to get to Kel baker
and back up to 40 still. And there is an all owance for
sone local traffic between Anboy and about Chanbl ess.

And then after that it's technically closed in
that section, but they allow sonme |ocal traffic for
that, for citizens there and people wi th businesses
there. So you can still get down to, |ike, the Cadiz
Dunes and all that.

MEMBER THOMPSON: Great. | really appreciate
t hat heads-up about that status. Thank you very nuch.

CHAI RPERSON BANI'S:  Jack, | think it's cool you

brought that up because, you know, when we keep

thinking -- a lot of times we think of just the
Public Lands part of this puzzle because, well, we're
Desert Advisory Council, our mssion is chartered to
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advise the BLM But, you know, there was a tinme that
the Mpjave Trails National Monunent was called the
Mot her Road National Monunment in the early days of the
proposal because the Route 66 was such an inportant
centerpiece of that region. And it's enphasizing this
conversation about the inportance of partnership we'l
have to have with San Bernardi no, because every nonument
needs its main access road.

| nean, let's |ook down the |line here. You
know, we're maybe right now just sort of talking about
t he next baby steps in the planning process. But that
pl anni ng process is eventually going to lead to a vision
down the road, a visitor center and parking area and how
to accommpdate visitor traffic that usually results from
desi gnations of nonunents, because it becones inportant
on people's travel plans.

And it's going to be another destination
bet ween, you know, Las Vegas and Death Valley and
Yosenm te and the Sequoias and Grand Canyon. [It's just
goi ng to be another one of those nust-sees along the
way, Sso it's going to be inportant we have the
infrastructure.

And those bridges, | don't think I can renmenber
atime in which there hasn't been a bridge that has been

of concern, that's been out or a piece closed or
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sonmet hi ng on Route 66, in the last two or three decades.
It seens |ike there has al ways been sonething. So
that's going to be a long-termissue to look at, is
public access and how they're going to get to the
nonunent .

MR. AHRENS: And Randy, | would also just offer
just for clarity, that the county is actively pursuing
fundi ng through Federal Hi ghways for those bridge
replacenments. | think they've actually been fairly
successful in different ways. But there's 128 of those
bridges that need to be replaced, so it's going to take
a nunber of years to gather that nopney together.

We continue to support the county, you know, on
every one of their requests, you know, and actively work
with themto try to secure that so they can nove forward
and replace -- | think they replaced two bridges now
al ready, and they have funding for a | arge nunber of the
shorter bridges. So eating an el ephant here.

CHAI RPERSON BANI'S: Did you say that 128 have
been bridges identified for replacenent?

MR. AHRENS: Well, there's 128 wooden bridges
al ong --

CHAI RPERSON BANI S: Ckay. 128?

MR. AHRENS: Yeah. And they were all built in

the late 1920s and had a |ife expectancy of about 25
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years. So, yeah, pretty nuch they all need to be
repl aced at sone point. So --

CHAI RPERSON BANI' S:  Wow, wow, 128 bri dges,
that's a |ot.

MR. AHRENS: Yeah, but the San Bernardino
County Public Wrks director has been heard to say that
the only reason those bridges are still standing is
because the termtes are hol di ng hands.

CHAI RPERSON BANI'S:  Well, you know, there's

just such a broad -- because this is such a |arge
monunment -- it is, you know, how many mllions? --
1.1 mllion acres?

MS. GLINES-BOVIO. 1.6 mllion acres, the
second |l argest in the bureau. The |argest nunber in the
bureau is Grand Staircase |ocated in U ah, and that was
just recently, and so we are the second | argest in al
of the BLM

CHAI RPERSON BANI'S:  So one-point mllion

acres --

MS. GLI NES-BOVIO  Yes, 1.6.

CHAI RPERSON BANI'S: Sorry. 1.6 mllion acres
is going to -- is going to drumup a |lot of issues under
the rocks. | nmean, you've got a |lot of things in that
1.6 mllion acres, not just the roadway and the bridges.

But out of all of those things, you know, that which
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think has the attention of the public the nost, |
bel i eve, obviously, is going to be -- is going to be
nore the all owable activities, recreational activities
for the public, backcountry access to |ocations in the
public, for the public.

Those are really sort of -- we all know those
are the issues that are on the tip of the tongues of the
people who really are expressing the interest in this
process, well, also fromthe conservation side. |'ve
got to say |I'm hearing nore and nore about their desires
to see those pieces that were pointed out, those
identified features. What do we call those?

Protected --

MS. GLI NES-BOVI O  (bj ects.

CHAI RPERSON BANI'S: -- objects, and |I'm hearing
nore about interest in those objects, protecting those.
But aside fromall of those obvious sort of things that
are up front, there's just so nmuch nore to look at in
that 1.6 mllion acres before you can even drill down to
t hat .

And so that's why | urge patience anong all the
partici pants, all the wonderful nmenbers of the public
and the DAC and everyone who wants to participate and
needs to participate. Just, when you bring your oxes to

be gored, just keep them quiet keep, them patient. It's
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going to be a long time com ng before we really start
tal king about those nitty-gritty itens.

Is that fair to say?

MS. GLINES-BOVIO | think so, yes, yeah,
because it's such a large | andscape. And, you know,
first we need to make sure that we have the appropriate
pl anning -- overall unbrella planning | anguage that
mrrors, of course, the proclamation. That's the first
step in the process, for sure. Thank you.

CHAI RPERSON BANI'S: And when you identify
obj ects that are going to be protected, one of the nost
i nportant things you have to do is figure out what is it
you're protecting themfromso that you can adequately,
you know, draw up the plans to address those specific
things. So it is a long road. And we've been on | ong
roads before, WEMO. So hopefully this is graced with
nore | uck than we hope.

The floor is open. Dick?

MEMBER HOLLI DAY: Randy, is the subgroup
nmeeting in Barstow on the 13th -- is that going to be
open to the public?

CHAI RPERSON BANI'S: | don't have the details.
|"'mreally sorry. Part of nmy lack of attention during
this nonth of taking sick was not being able to firmup

any details. So |I'mback in the saddle starting this
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weekend, and I'll have those details worked out soon.
|"'mfortunate that I had a good team behind nme and we
were able to at | east get the -- everything el se going
innmy life has been going pretty, pretty solid. But
sorry | haven't been able to spend enough tinme on this
next upconi ng neeting.

But the date is correct for the next neeting,
will say, and the geographic pin of Barstow for
Septenmber 13, | think that's correct, that's al
correct.

The floor is still open. W're in just a
little bit of an awkward position where we have a break
scheduled in 15 m nutes, and it would be great -- what
we generally try to do is keep on our breaks, and if we
have to keep noving through the agenda, we do. But it's
just this next presentation on the business plan, | hate
to see that interrupted m dway from a break.

So et me see. How about this? Wuld there be
an objection to the Advisory Council taking its break at
10: 30 i nstead of 10:15? And Kate, please holler if I'm
going rogue. But if we have our break at 10:30, we
could fit in our 30-m nute presentation on the Barstow
of fice business plan and then take sone questions after
that. |Is that a problen? 1|s there any objections to

doi ng that?
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Well, good. Hearing and seeing none, |'m going
to wap up conversation on the M)jave Trails, give
Jeff Childers a mnute to get organized for the next
presentation. Putting himon the spot, | know. But
t hank you, Noelle and M ke, for advising the subgroup as
you have.

And Kate, thanks for supporting all of the
background work, the care and feeding, so to speak, of a
subgroup. Thanks for hel ping support that. The three
of you are really -- |I'"m happy to have the three of you
wor ki ng with our subgroup. W' ve got good | eadership
fromthe BLM on that.

So with that I'"mgoing to turn the floor over,
| think, to Jeff. | don't see his -- is he up on the
screen yet? Calling to Jeff, one, two, three. There
you go. All righty. Thanks, Jeff. | appreciate it.
This is a presentation on the Barstow Field O fice
Busi ness Plan. The floor is yours.

MR. CHI LDERS: Right. Let ne just give a
little introduction on what's going on, and then | think
Randy alluded to it a little earlier, was the quorum of
the DAC and the necessity of that to provide guidance
and backfeed to us.

And the last tinme the DAC charter was

renewed -- and Randy can correct nme if I"mwong, if |
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speak out of turn on this, but it was concluded that the
DAC can act as a Recreation Advisory Council for the
BLM And so as the BLM has a nunber of different
policies, and I am not an expert on all of those
i ndi vidual policies as far as making the business plan
operational, there is a requirenent that the Recreation
Advi sory Council have a chance to review it maybe once
or twice. But then also an approval by vote of that
Recreation Advisory Council is required before we can
move further on down the line to Federal Register
noti ces and a bunch of other things.

So this is nmy first opportunity to bring this
to you guys. |'ve had sone side conversations with a
nunber of people about it. This is the first tine to
actually bring it out to y'all to take a quick gander
of. | really wanted to include the draft one, and |
wanted to make sure that everybody had a chance to read
t hrough it.

| do want to give kudos to Dave Kotl arski, who
is our recreational branch chief. He's the one who
drafted a lot of this, along with Debbie Flores, who was
our outdoor recreation planner before that, and then
Cecelia Franklin, who is our ORP right now They al
had a huge part in getting this for us at the tine. So

| truly thank them and give them kudos for this. |I'm
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just here to present it. | didn't wite a lot of it. |
did help with some of the cost functions, because that's
ki nd of my specialty in the office is the budgets and
such and so forth.

So anyway, | just want to go over -- |'ve just
got a few quick slides, and then we can have sone
guestions, or if there's any kind of questions, let ne
know. And let ne see if | can do the share screen
thing. | worked on this yesterday, and it worked, so
let's see if we can do it. It mght take a mnute for
me to broadcast. |I'mworking on an iPad, so it's a
little bit different than nost. Here we go. W want to
do this, and we want to do that.

Can everybody see that?

MATTHEW G BBS: Looks great.

MR. CHILDERS: Geat. It works this time. So
let me just get started. Again this is our Draft
Recreation Site Business Plan, which is required for us
to charge fees and to maintain fees and to operate fees
in our office. And Barstow has four active fee sites:
El Mrage OHV area, the OM Canyon Canpground, the
Afton Canyon Canpground, and the Dunont Dunes OHV ar ea.

So, as on this slide, it tal ks about our
current fees. ElI Mrage has three sets of fees, or

three types: a daily entrance fee of $15, which is
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mssing a zero. | ran out of zero space on that one.
They only give us a certain nunber of zeroes, and | ran
out of ny quorumon zeroes. So the weekly is a $30
pass. That's for a seven-day pass. And then there's an
annual pass for El Mrage for people who want to go out
there a lot and do a |lot of activities out there, so
there's a $90 pass for that.

OM Canyon Canpground, Afton Canyon Canpground
are both six-dollar nightly fees. Right now those are
collected via ranger. We are hoping to continue to nove
them forward and up onto Rec.gov, just like we did the
passes for EIl Mrage and Dunont. W' re hoping to do
t hat .

OM Canyon has a nunber of different
canpgrounds and facilities out there, and Afton Canyon
is a pretty popular place for a | ot of people. Both
t hose canpgrounds are staging areas to go to
Moj ave Trail and get out into the nmonunment. To get out
into the nonunent, you gotta go to both of those.

And then Dunont Dunes OHV area, we've had
nunber of passes in paid in Dunont for a nunber of years
and the weekly pass, weekly holiday pass, annual pass
with no holidays, and then annual pass wth holi days.

So Dunont is a little bit confusing. As we worked

t hrough the system we figured there's a way to do this.

Page 44

Veritext Lega Solutions
866 299-5127




A WD

ol

10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24
25

"1l also caveat -- and Randy can junp in later and talk
about comments -- there were a |l ot of things done with
t he Dunont Dunes pass programthat had to relate to the
sunset date for the OHV Grant Program That sunset date
has been renmpbved fromthe | egislation per the
regul ations, so there's no sunset on that, so we need to
refornmul ate how the passes are working on the Dunes and
what facilities and services we're providing out there.
So this is a map. It's kind of hard to see.
It does cover all of the of the OHV recreation areas,
bot h Stoddard and Johnson, Rasor, Afton, OM Canyon
Canpground, Sawtooth Canpground, and all the different
pieces in this. You can see it's kind of scattered
around. It takes a while to get around to themall. |
don't think you could do themall in a day. | guess you
could, if youreally, really, really -- if you didn't
| oop back, you m ght get themin all in one day.
Johnson Valley is a day trip by itself.
Anyway, there's a recreation area. You can see
t he Barstow boundary in there. Dunont Dunes is on the
far end of the north end, and the new extension of
Johnson Valley on the south end towards G ant Rock is on
the south end, EIl Mrage on the far west side, and
Rasor Road on the east side.

Al so just a sidebar, the OHV Grant Programdid
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offer -- or is going to hopefully give us a grant for
t he Rasor Road OHV area nmamnagenent planning activities.
We won't get that funding or start that activity until
January of 2023. But that will be an activity that the
Barstow Field O fice will work through -- starting next
year in January and work through until -- it's a
three-year grant, so it would be '23, '24, '25, '26 --
January, '26. We'll probably be able to finish it off
in Decenber of 2025. Anyway, that's kind of our map of
t he geographic | ocation, as you can see, spread out in
t he areas.

So we are on proposing a new fee site.
Sawt oot h Canyon Canpground, also known as "New Jack
City." For people who are rock clinbers, this was one
of their favorite places. 1've had a nunber of
different people tell nme that there are as many clinbing
routes in Sawt ooth Canyon, or New Jack City, as there
are in all of Joshua Tree National Park.

And | think this is a different type of

climbing versus, you know, nore of a renote clinmbing.

This is nore of a sport clinbing thing. I'mreally not
certain actually of the difference in those. [|'mnot a
clinmber, so | apologize if | speak in -- I'mnot sure

what that nonencl ature are.

But we are proposing a new fee site at
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Sawt oot h. We have a nunber of shade ramadas and picnic
grounds and toilets and CXTs. W maintain those from
general fundings. W don't have specific funding to do
this. We would like to, with the proposed fee, bring it
up to the sane standard as the canping fee for overnight
canpi ng, which would be ten dollars, and then propose a
new day use fee of five dollars.

And the reason for that is, we get a | ot of
i n-season clinbers who come up fromL.A for the day to
climb. They'Il come in and grab sone coffee and head
out and clinb for the day and then | eave and utilize
facilities and nmaybe even use a canpground site for the
day and then | eave, and then we've |lost the funds for
sonmeone el se to canp there.

It's very, very popular. There are a nunber of
| ocal days and a nunber of weekends in wi nter and fal
season where you cannot find a canpground spot in
Sawt ooth. And as this continues to grow in popularity,
we're going to need to address the overcrowding.. we're
going to need to add additional sites and do sone
capital inprovenents as far as gravel and structures to
in. So we're |ooking at trying to get enough fees
together to pull that off.

The |l ong-term goal would be to do some other

i nprovenents, depending on what the visitor surveys tel
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us, see what the users actually want and need. So
that's our new fee site, that Sawt ooth Canyon
Canpground. We're hoping to include that as our fee
program and really just inprove the quality of that
resource for the public.

So the two biggest canmpground fee changes woul d
be for Afton and OM, just to increase the overnight
canping fee fromsix to ten dollars. One, it nakes even
a ten dollar bill convenient, and also it will increase
the ability for us to provide for bathroom cl eani ng and
trash pickup. We just awarded the contract for the CXT
cl eanings for a year.

In a combinati on between the OHV areas and
canpgrounds, it cost us a little over $100,000 to get
t he bat hroons clean, to keep them clean, and then get it
cleaned up for folks to use. So we're hoping to recoup
alittle bit of that cost and also to allow us to
provide for sone capital inprovenents up there as well

| think also as the nonunent planning becones
stronger, Afton will increase in popularity and we need
to have facilities available for that and clean those
facilities up. W have done sone capital inprovenents
for Afton in the past, which are really, really good,
and we need to do the sane to OM Canyon. W need to do

sonme additional work out there. A lot of things that
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were transitioned out of OM that we need to fiXx.
Anyway, that's the canpground fee changes.

Dunont Dunes, this is probably the one where we
have the nost chall engi ng changes. Because of the
structure and the way that the structure was built, |
think we need to really | ook at how to make that better
for the users and nore fair. One thing we never had at
Duront that we really, really want to do is institute a

day use fee. We get a |ot of day use out of Dos Picas

and around, where people will drive up for the day, even
fromBarstow. 1've had a -- | was working the front a
coupl e of years back, and a |lot of people will conme up
from Barstow, |ike on Thanksgiving or the day after

Thanksgi ving. They'll come up and bring up their UTVs
for the day to ride in the sand, and they end up buying
a whol e week pass, and they only need it for one day.
So we have had a nunber of comrents about instituting a
day use fee.

We want to renove the non-holiday weekly pass
and just keep one weekly pass for the whole thing. So
this idea that we needed additional funding for the
hol i days, we kind of figured out a way to mtigate that
and pass on sone savings to the community, to the
public, is renmove the 30-day -- to renove the

non- hol i day weekly pass and just give one weekly pass of
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$35 so, if sonebody does cone up for the whole day, it's
basically five dollars a day to conme up out there and
use the facilities out there.

If you haven't been to Dunpont, we do have a | ot
of facilities available. People out there have done
work inside a couple of bathroons, and then, of course,
t he Dunont Dunes, the main area has 11 or 12 bat hroons
up there. 1'd have to check again.

And then we'd like to renmove the non-holiday
season pass. It just seens to be that the majority of
pass sal es have been in the annual pass realm W
haven't had a | ot of the non-holiday passes sold in the
| ast two or three years. And of course, it's been kind
of weird with COvVID. But even going back for or five
years, we haven't seen a | ot of non-holiday season
passes being sold. So we think that's just kind of a
pl acehol der, a | egacy thing we can probably get rid of
that wouldn't hurt us too bad. And | think it's fair to

the community too.

One big one that we've heard a ot -- and we
keep hearing a lot of this -- is keep the annual pass
but add additional vehicle decal. This will get a

little bit tricky with Rec.gov, but I think we figured
out a way to manage it and we can definitely accommodate

fol ks who drive their rig and equi pnment out and they
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have soneone el se comng out with them There's just an
addi tional vehicle decal that will be available. There
wi |l also be additional vehicle |license plate avail able
to themon Rec.gov. So | think we have a solution to
this one. This is really another popul ar one people
have asked for for a nunber of years to process forward,
so that's what we're really | ooking forward to.

And we'd | ove any feedback or coment on these.
We just kind of did this based on some informal surveys.
We also did a visitor survey two years ago out of
Dunont, where we had a contractor conme up, or staff did
a visitor survey. So this is all the stuff that was
generated fromthe users. W' re hoping it just makes
the use of the permt better.

And a just little note or sidebar. The paving
project for Dunont Dunes Road is underway. Surveyors --
|'ve been out there the | ast two weeks. The surveyors
were out there just surveying the road, and they're
getting ready to start replacing gravel fromthe road
crossing up to the top of the hill past the ICP, and
they' Il start working on the water crossing. Then
hopefully we can have the whol e thing paved by
Oct ober 24th. That's our goal, anyway. So that's it
for Dunont Dunes.

And then | guess this is kind of our ask, kind
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my reason for asking for tinme, your precious tinme on a
Saturday just to have you review the business plan,
provi de feedback and comments. [If you want to redline
coments, send themto nme in an e-mail or wite out your
e-mail, print it out, send it to ne, however you want to
doit. We'd love to have feedback. G ve us chance to
respond to them It's kind of the process we want to go
t hrough now, and we're still working out the exact

steps. But I'd like to conpile those into the business
pl an, send this up through our internal organization for
approvals, get that all cleaned up, ready to go, and
then bring it back to the DAC for action. And then
there's some public notification requirenment stuff and
sonme Federal Register stuff that is to be done and sone
timefranes after that that we would need to follow in
order to inplenment any changes.

Changes in fees are one tinmefranme. |'m not
going to quote the tinmefranmes because |'mnot famliar
with them but | should be. But new fees, | think we
have to wait a year or six nmonths. | can't renenber the
number. But those new fees for Sawt ooth, we have to be
on hold until we wait for that tine period to pass. And
there will be a couple of different notifications. |
think there's two registered notices that have to go

out.
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So that's it, but | really, really thank

for your tinme. | really want to hear if anybody

comments or concerns or questions. And if there

ot her suggestions, we'd really love to hear them

think that concludes ny part of the presentation.

CHAI RPERSON BANI'S:  Wow. Thank you for

| appreciate it. Jeff, why don't we -- since it

close to the 10: 15 norning break, let's go ahead

take a break, and then we'll do our questions and

answers after. So let's take our norning break.

' m changi ng the plan again but always,
flexible in responding to the tinme on the cl ock.
We'l | be back at

let's take a break. 10: 30 a. m,

10: 30 a.m Thanks, everybody.

hal | .
(Morni ng break.)

CHAI RPERSON BANI'S:  All righty. Thank y
everybody, for getting back after our break. And
to refresh where we are, thanks, Jeff. You just

presented the Draft Recreation Site Business Plan

before | open up the floor, | know Dick has sonme

guestions and coments.

But |'d just

pl ease, for our DAC nenbers. You know, a couple

decades ago these fees were not in place.

you
has any
S any

And |

t hat .
is

and

al ways

So

Restroons are down t he

ou,

j ust

. And

like to frame this a little nore,

of

They may have
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been at sone of the canpgrounds. |'mnot conpletely
famliar with that. But | know that it was a couple of
decades ago when Congress passed a | aw that authorized
Interior and Agriculture, Forest Service, and BLM and
Interior to charge fees for recreation areas. It was a
time in which budgets were being cut inmmensely, and
there was a grow ng phil osophy that those user
facilities should pay for the facilities. And as a
result, Congress allowed the agencies to charge user
fees places that had appropriate | evels of devel opnment.
There's a certain threshold of devel opment necessary for
it to qualify as a fee area.

But the core of it was that the | egislation
created anot her | ayer of advisory councils. They were
an Advi sory Council that was regional that was stood up
for the purpose of considering or providing public input
and feedback on fee proposals by the -- primarily by the
Forest Service and BLM And about 15 years ago naybe,
or so, that comm ttee was stood up under the
Forest Service's guidance under an agreenent that they'd
run that show

And | know a nunber of people who have served
on that board. Ed Wal dheim who used to come to our DAC
neetings all the tinme, was a nenber of it. And the BLM

was -- whoever wanted charge a new fee was required to
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put a business plan together and a dog and pony show,
publish in the newspapers, get public support, so on and
so forth, and gain general consensus of support that
these fees were reasonable or necessary. So during that
peri od of about four years this board was very active
and very, very busy. It saw a |lot of fee proposals. A
| ot of the fees that are out there user fees for
canpgrounds or these OHV areas were the result of that
process.

But then it seened that once the majority or
nost of these proposals sort of got off the plate, got
taken care of, the agencies had a hard tinme keepi ng up
membership on this Advisory Council, this fee council,
and it sort of died due to attrition, too, because there
just weren't any proposals to consider. |In part, again,
budgets kept just getting cut back nore and nore that
agencies weren't able to do the background necessary to
bring up proposals.

For exanple, | know that at Dunont Dunes we've
tal ked for years and years about sinplifying that fee,
that conplicated fee structure. 1've got to say, |
mean, | was one of the culprits on the Advisory Counci
at the tinme, you know, that supported the holiday
surcharge. But when you | ook at how nmany different

ki nds of passes have to be printed and so on and so
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forth, you really realized, gee, that really probably
wasn't smart on our part. But nonetheless we weren't
able to make a revision to this for a very long tine
because there wasn't process to do it, and the agency
had ot her big ones to work on.

But there was a tinme in which this
Advi sory Council was not active but the BLM Desert
District and the EIl Centro Field Ofice, in particular
with the Inperial Sand Dunes Recreation Area, it was at
the tinme having -- | think it was a mllion visitors a
year or nore. | nean, it was an enornous nunber of
visitors, and the noney that was being brought in was
substantial, but it wasn't cutting the nuster at all and
was | osing noney due to an enornous anount of
popul arity, and the BLM proposed a fee increase.

There was no regular fee commttee in place at
the time, but the interior secretary and the ag
secretary agreed to |let the Desert Advisory Counci
serve as the fee conmttee to consider the | SDRA fee
increase at that tinme. This was probably eight years
ago. In fact, Dick, you were on the DAC at the tine. |
think you and I were together at the tinme that was
brought up. And that was a different experience for the
DAC because we had to convene under a very strict set of

gui delines to make sure that our decision was done
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correctly and woul d be durabl e throughout any chall enges
and so forth.

And so what's happening here is the BLMis --
Barstow office is having an opportunity to | ook at the
fees and make adjustnents and changes, and in the
meanti me the Desert Advisory Council, as Jeff pointed
out, has been chartered to serve as a fee advisory
board. Now, this isn't sonething that we do often. As
| said, it's only happened, |ike, once before in the
time |1've been involved, and that was a long tinme ago.

And | know it's not really our -- you know,
| ook. The transportation representative to the DAC,
it's probably not their biggest thing. To Paul, as a
m ning rep, probably not a big issue. And sone of our
DAC nenbers understandably this is -- you know, the fees
that entire pay is to go to Dunont, for exanple, may not
be, you know, something that they think about often.
And that's why the fee conmttees were set up, is
because these were people who really had input on it,
really had interest in it and so forth.

Wth that said, the |law has to be foll owed.
There needs to be an advisory process for this, and the

DAC is going to be called upon to do it. And | hope

that in time will have a full enough nunber of seats so
that we can issue the advice at that tinme. |It's great
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that we're just in the draft stage now, but | hope that
kind of brings it up for the DAC nenbers here and
menbers of the public as far as the framng, as | see
where this is and the DAC s role in where this is.

My last thing | just want to say on the
specifics of this, the Dunont stuff, it's been a | ong
time comng. Thank you. This is good. | fought for a
day pass way, way, way back, and it didn't get any
traction. The Sawtooth Campground thing, that's an
exanpl e of a canpground that was created by the BLM
after this fee process had been really running and
happeni ng, and there wasn't any fee commttee, and so
the BLM hasn't been able to charge a fee there.

Unl i ke ot her canpgrounds that have
consi derabl e, considerable infrastructure and
visitation, they weren't able to just -- they can't just
go out and say, "Hey, we're going to charge a fee."
They have to go through this process to do it. So I'm
glad to see that Sawtooth is going to be brought into
the fold as well, because | renenber the DAC, when we

were taken to that canpground, we were really bl own

away. It is one of the cool est canpgrounds ever.
So with all of that said, I'mgoing to open up
the floor. | guess I'mgoing to point to Dick first

because we' ve chatted on this the other day, and | want
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to give hima chance. Dick, I'll recognize you first.

MEMBER HOLLI DAY: | appreciate the presentation
and everything for the fees. |'mquite happy to see the
changes being nmade for a day pass. W' ve been worKking
on that for a long tinme. | have a couple of questions
about how that will be processed, how you're going to
sell those.

The other thing, I'"'mglad to see you noving to
one yearly permt. |I'd just |like to nake the comrent
that | think in your proposal you need to make it
understood that the fees paid at the Dunont are Speci al
Recreation Permts, they're not anenity fees. You can't
charge anenity fee if you don't have all the
installations that are necessary for that.

The reason they do charge a Special Recreation
Permt is because you don't have any other way to charge
a fee. The BLMis not allowed to charge an entrance fee
anyplace in the country. You can only charge three
things -- one of three things, an anenity fee, an
expanded anenity fee, or Special Recreation Permt. The
reason they use a Special Recreation Permt is because
there is just no other way to charge a fee.

So over the years at -- |'ve been involved with
the fees for, like Randy said, for several decades at

the Dunes at G am's, and one of the things that's ny big
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thing that | tried to work with the BLM in Washi ngton
and other things is even the Special Recreation Permt
is not a valid way to charge the fees, because there's
no way to charge the fee. W should be had where -- |
know t hey use a Special Recreation Permt. They tell nme
at El Centro the reason they are doing that is because
it's easier to do, you know, and they should have a --
you shoul d be paying a fee for the recreation vehicle
that you' re using in the Dunes, not the canping thing
you cane in there with., It's not a canping fee. It's a
Speci al Recreation Permt for using the recreation area
for off-road recreation.

And if you ook at the -- and it fits in with
Section h in the -- FLREA 6802(h) is what defines what
you're using there. Anyway, but | agree. W have to
have a fee, and so there has to be sonme way to have a
fee, and the way you're doing it is with a Speci al
Recreation Permit that's there, and at El Mrage, that's

only a few places in the country the BLM uses a Speci al

Recreation Permit for fees. That said, | know that's
the only way you can do it, and | approve or -- | don't
approve -- | accept this is a better way to do it.

My mai n questions are, you know, when you say
you're going to have a daily pass and you say that's

good until 12 p.m the next day, what happens when
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sonmebody cones on a Friday night, and is it good for

Fri day and Saturday, or does it only cover Friday, or
does it cover Friday and Saturday? That's going to be a
big issue with people that roll in there on a Friday
afternoon or a Friday at noon and are staying until the
next day. So that's sonething you need to | ook at and
then figure out a way to handle that and answer that
guesti on.

And | agree, the $15 is a good val ue because,
if you have to buy two of them that's |ess than having
to spend 35 for a weekly permt. That's the problem
|"ve been trying to get -- |I've been trying to get
El Centro to do this exact same thing for 20 years,
because we have the sane issue. W have to pay $35 or
$30, whatever it is, 35 or $40 now for a day if you
don't show up for the day. So we really need a daily
permt too.

The other issue is, how we are going to provide
the visitor with his daily permt? Do they have to get
it online? 1s there going to be sonebody there that
sells it to them on a Wednesday afternoon? And that
brings up an issue, too. W need to make sure there's a
way that you' ve | ooked at that.

So with that said, | approve. | think it's

great for the visitors to pay sone of the fees and the
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costs. | understand exactly about the cost we have at

| SDRA. We have probably over a hundred -- a hundred
restroonms, and $100, 000 is probably a cheap deal, for us
anyway, for getting those taken care of, so it's
definitely sonmething that needs to be done.

And, as Randy pointed out, we used to have to
go through the RRAC. The RRAC hasn't been in service
for several years, and so the BLM has allowed the -- and
actually the FLREA actually says they can use anot her
Recreation Advisory Council if there's no RRAC
avai l able. And we need to -- the people on the DAC need
to understand what these fees cost, how they're utilized
and how they're used and make an approval for it.

So hopefully I'lIl send you any comments that |
have so that you have themin witing, and hopefully we
will get a copy of the final draft -- or final thing
that you want us to approve of so that the nenbers of
t he DAC can access that data.

CHAI RPERSON BANI S:  Thanks, Di ck.

Ot her DAC nenbers, questions, comments? The
line is open. |If you're still gathering thoughts, just
a couple nore itenms, if | can take another bite at the
appl e.

MEMBER HOLLI DAY: Randy, let nme say one thing.

CHAI RPERSON BANI'S: Go ahead.
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MEMBER HOLLI DAY: | just noticed that
Thomas Zale, the retired manager fromEl Centro, is in
the attendees list. And obviously Tom nust have just a
day off or really slow day to call in and do the DAC

meeting online. N ce to see you, Tom

CHAI RPERSON BANI'S: | agree. | agree. | hope
he's still playing guitar too. Maybe we'll hear from
hima little later on the public comment. Good to point

out, Dick. Thank you.

One thing | wanted to point out that's
i nportant, these fees that are collected, the |aw
requires themto go back to the area that collected
them the fee area. So this is not a case of the fees
bei ng popped in an envel ope and nail ed to Washi ngton,
D.C. The noney goes back to the area for which they're
collected. That was an inportant condition of the
| egi sl ati on.

Also | do want to touch on sonething that Jeff
sai d when he brought up Rec.gov. All the fees and al
the passes and stuff that Interior charges throughout
its organization, | think they all have to go on Rec. gov
now. There's a requirenent to sell them on Rec.gov to
make it easier for people to purchase.

But | know that there are certain structures.

There's a structure to Rec.gov, a fee structure to
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Rec.gov and other little paraneters that sonetines
affect -- that can affect the anmpbunt you charge or how
you charge it. And so sonetines it's really -- what |I'm
sort of pointing out is, sonething one of us nmay come up
with that seens |ike an obvious good idea may not be
sonething that's supported exactly by Rec.gov. So
comng up with ways to charge fees, being real creative
isn't necessarily going to be helpful, unless it's
supported by Rec. gov.

Asilly example -- | think I"'mright on this,
too -- is, for exanple, one of the passes in EIl Mrage
is a dollar cheaper, a dollar |ess expensive on Rec. gov.
And | think that's because it's priced under a certain
t hreshold where a fee would have kicked in, a Rec.gov
charge to the BLMthat would have made them have to
charge nore for the pass than what was authorized. And
the BLM has to be careful. W can't go over what was
authorized. And so | just want to point out that
Rec.gov is going to have sone handcuffs to how things go
forward, too

Anot her point | do want to bring up, we haven't
see the -- | call themthe yellow reports. W haven't
seen the annual fee summary reports in sonme tinme. Now,
sorry. W had COVID. W had offices close. | get it.

But | think we're getting back into a crawm, wal k, run
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now that | think we should be seeing those reports on an
annual basis for the fee areas |like we used to get. And
so |'d urge the BLMto nmaybe make this fiscal year, as
it cones to a close, maybe nake it the year that we get
back on the train with providing those reports.

MEMBER HOLLI DAY: We used to get reports on | aw
enf orcenent and any nedical things, too, each year.

CHAI RPERSON BANI S:  Yeah.

MEMBER HOLLI DAY: | think we do need to get
back to that, too.

CHAI RPERSON BANI'S: To refresh the DAC nenbers,
the law also -- not only does it require the fees going
back to the fee area that it was collected, the | aw
requires the agencies to report on an annual basis how
those fees were expended. And it's broad categories and
a standard formthat's set up by the agency. |It's sort
of a one-size-fits-all formfor the different needs, for
their need. But it's still hel pful, nonetheless, so
just 1'll rem nd the DAC nmenbers. That's why | call it
the yellow form because there's a bunch of yell ow
colums on it that's part of the tenplate that the
agency uses.

MEMBER HOLLI DAY: | think that I'd just like to
say, too, the recreation comunity, you know, has not

pressed the issue of the Special Recreation Permt used
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for fees because we understand fees are required and

that they should be used for, you know, for the area

where they are. So that's not been sonething that we
really pressed too hard on.

CHAI RPERSON BANI'S: So floor is open. 1've
said all | have on this. | appreciate it. Thank you,
Jeff. Really nice of you to share this today. But the
floor is open for another m nute. DAC nenbers?

Okay. Wth that --

MR. CHI LDERS: Randy, can | go back?

CHAI RPERSON BANI S: Pl ease, go ahead and cl ose.

MR. CHI LDERS: So Randy kind of scratched
off a -- it's kind of like using a scratcher fromthe
California lottery. He scratched off an issue we had
with EIl Mrage and the fee charges. And there was a | ot
of argunment back and forth between the Barstow Field
O fice and the national office about exactly who was
responsi ble for these fees, and it wasn't the fee for
the activity or the resource area, it was the Rec.gov
fee.

CHAI RPERSON BANI S:  Ri ght.

MR. CHI LDERS: And the field office nade a
deci sion we would not and we couldn't because it was --
even though the Washington office was telling us that we

coul d have added the conveni ence fee for Rec.gov onto
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t he pass without having to go back to this process, we
did not feel -- that woul d have been di si ngenuous on our
part, having not gone through a process of disclosure.
So we take that -- we pay for that fee out of those
funds.

It just depends just a little bit on how much
we get back to work on, but we thought it was fairer to
the recreation comunity do that. And then, |ike Randy
said, we are mandated to nove to Rec.gov. We wl
continue to have the pass nmachines available for as |ong
as they'Il let us keep them W want to give people al
t he opportunities to buy passes in different ways as we
can until such time as we're mandated not to do that
anynore. So we're going to keep fighting those.

Dick, areally, really great thought on the day

pass and how that's going to work. [I'Il work with Dave
on how we're going to get that ironed out, but | do
believe we will be very liberal in that, because it is a

pass that everybody has wanted for a long time. And |I'm
really excited to bring it forward. | think it's going

to be huge for the users and huge for people who go out

t here.

And the FLREA reports, | -- when Katrina was
here | ast year, | thought we did themfor 2021. If we
didn't, I will provide any of the FLREA reports that you
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need. Just |et us know, and we'll get them over to you
guys. | apologize if you don't have them al ready.

CHAI RPERSON BANI S:  Awesone. Thank you, Jeff.
Thanks very nmuch

We have a nessage. |It's good timng. W have
a nessage from Jack. Jack is having -- has entered a
satellite internet connection and it's unstable for him
so if we lose himfromtime to tine, letting the nenmbers
of the public know he's trying his best with his
connection. So let's bear with him

We're still alittle early today. Qur lunch
break is not set for another 30 m nutes or so. If | can
i nprovise, | think that woul d probably give us tine to
at | east cover -- if | may put Shelly on the spot, at
| east we could cover the California Desert District
Report. | think that also includes, |like, a State
O fice Report, too. Maybe we can get through that and
get through sone questions, and that m ght take us to
| unch, and we can conti nue noving forward on the agenda.

Let ne point out, we're a | ot ahead of
schedule, and I've talked a lot nore than | usually do
at DAC neetings, although sone of you guys m ght dispute
that. But that said, the reason we're so ahead of
schedule is we only have half the DAC nenbers. If we

had a full slate of DAC nenmbers, trust me, each agenda
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item woul d have twice as nmuch comment. So if it appears
to the public and others that we're noving through this
faster than we usually do, it's only because there's
fewer of us here on the dais to participate. 1 think,
as we get nore full, the nmeetings will, for better or
for worse, extend on so that we have nore coment
participation.

So with that, may | reintroduce Shelly Lynch,

the new Desert District manager for her report a little

early.

Hi, Shelly. Thanks.

DI RECTOR LYNCH: Thanks, Randy. Yeah, | can go
ahead and go over the district -- we can naybe start --
depending on timng, we'll see where we're at with the
field office and fire overviews as well. But | can

certainly start with the State Director's Report, just
goi ng over that.

There's no real changes in |eadership in
Washi ngton or in California. Leadership in CDD, we did
i ntroductions. O course, I'mthe new district manager.
We went through the field managers. El Centro couldn't
join us today. Carrie Sahagun is the acting EIl Centro
field manager, and then Dani Otiz is the Santa Rosa
San Jaci nto Mountai ns National Monument manager. That

hasn't changed. Jihadda Govan is the Sand to Snow
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Nat i onal Monunment manager, and you just net Noelle
today. So that's the |eadership in CDD

Movi ng on to budget, as of August 8th BLM
California' s operating budget for fiscal year '22 is 273
mllion, both new and carryover funding, and that's an
i ncrease of around 40 million according to the April,
2022 report. These increases are due to additional
appropriated funds received at the annual work plan, the
Bi partisan Infrastructure Law fundi ng allocations for
fire and non-fire, and nore revenue funding fromfee
rei mbursenent, cost recovery, and contributed funds.

Let's see. Touching on sonme highlights. So we
requested funds, OHV funds, and our grants and all of
the offices in CDD were successful in the grants they
applied for. So there's a 30-day trial period. Then
final awards will be Septenber 1st. So Barstow got
about 1.7 mllion; Ridgecrest, 1.5; Palm Springs,
474,000; Needles, alnost 400,000; and El Centro,
922,000, for a total of 5.1 mllion dollars for CDD
And that's conbination of restoration, ground
operati ons, safety, education, and | aw enforcenent. So
we're excited about that, to get those funds.

Let's see. Moving on to renewabl e energy
devel opnent, the BLM currently has eight authorized

undevel oped utility-scale solar projects with the
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potential to deploy up to 2200 negawatts, and this

i ncludes the recently authorized right-of-ways for
Oberon, Arica, Victory Pass, and Crinson right-of-ways.
So sonme of you guys m ght have seen the press rel eases
about those in the news.

And then under DRECP, the Desert Renewabl e
Energy Conservation Plan, nost recently the BLM
California Departnment of Fish and Wl dlife approved the
first project under the Innovative Conservation
Agreenent that restores wildlife habitat in the
California Desert Conservation Area in Kern County. It
bal ances renewabl e energy devel opnent and bi ol ogi cal
conservation by directing private |land projects
to conduct habitat restoration and enhance them on
BLM nmanaged Public Lands.

And the first project under the durability
agreenent known as the J.B. Eastern Slope Mtigation
Project will restore 158,000 acres of BLM managed Public
Lands as part of state-required mtigation for the Eland
Sol ar Project devel oped by Ei ght-M nute Sol ar Energy on
private lands. So we're excited about that opportunity.

And then U S. Fish and Wldlife Service is
beginning its process for the General Conservation Pl an
for the desert tortoise. Fish and Wldlife Service is

at the initial stages beginning public scoping for the
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General Conservation Plan, and the BLMwi |l be a
cooperating agency on that effort.

Moving on to Wldfire and Fuels, for fiscal
year '22, the BLM California has received approxi mately
11.5 mllion dollars to reduce hazardous fuels on both
federal and non-federal lands. BLM California treated
approxi mtely 26,500 acres of Public Lands statew de for
this fiscal year and is planning to treat up to 50, 000
acres in the next fiscal year, so making sonme progress
on reducing those fuels.

And then CDD fire-specific information, the
California Desert Interagency Fire Programis conprised
of the Bureau of Land Managenent and the Parks Service
and includes the five BLMfield offices within the
California Desert District. It also includes three
national parks, the Death Valley, Joshua Tree, and the
Moj ave Preserve. BLM has conpl eted about 6400 acres of
fuel treatnment to date and have fully funded -- the plan
to treat 30,000 acres. That funding is part of the
infrastructure funding, the bill noney.

We already covered the National Mnunent Pl ans.
Noel | e tal ked about Mbjave Trails, and then Sand to Snow
are also -- the National Mnunment Plan is expected to be
initiated later this year as well. So those are ny

State Director updates.
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As far as California Desert District goes, for
wor kf orce, we're in the process of interviewing for the
El Centro and Barstow field nmanager positions, and we
al so are in the process of processing and renew ng the
applications for the DAC submtted in May for the cal
for nom nations. So it's pretty nmuch what we're doing
at the district |evel.

Greg, do you have anything to add?

MR. MLLER Only on the personnel side of
things, California is going through a workforce review
process that is looking at different positions, needs
for each of the field offices, so in the future there
m ght be sonme additional positions added to the tables
of organi zation for each of the field offices. Also a
national effort is going to be put into place as well to
| ook at the entire bureau and the workforce review for
t hat .

So we're trying to line up those two processes,
and we m ght see sone additional positions in the near
future for some of these different fields offices, so
" mlooking forward to that.

DI RECTOR LYNCH: Okay. Thanks, G eg.

Looks li ke we've got tinme. Randy, you want ne
to go ahead and keep noving through the field --

CHAI RPERSON BANI'S: | think so.
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DI RECTOR LYNCH: Okay.

CHAI RPERSON BANI'S: Let's go as close to 11:30
as we can.

DI RECTOR LYNCH: Okay. Sounds good. First up
is Barstow. Brian?

MR. CROFT: Thanks a lot. This is my first DAC
meeting. |'ve been filling in as the acting field
manager in Barstow since the beginning of the sumer.
It's been a great experience. |'ve learned a |ot.
Appreciate BLM putting up with me for the last three
nont hs.

In ternms of updates, |'ve broken things down
bet ween resources and recreation. On the grazing side
we have a new natural resource specialist,

Kelly Sanderfield (phonetic spelling), that is going to
be taking on a lot of the range conservation role in our
office. So | don't think we've had anybody
concentrating on range-con duties since Anthony Chavez
left. So it will be good to have her focusing on that
wor k and hel ping with the allotment nonitoring and
managenment needs.

We released an EA -- it's on E-Planning right
now -- for the Round Mountain pasture fencing. It's a
project that's going to install some fencing within the

Round Mountain Allotnment to allow for rotational grazing
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within that allotnent area.

In terms of mnerals, we're currently doing a
pl an of operation from St. Cloud Mning for sone
exploratory drilling they want to do up near Death
Val |l ey Junction. W' re also working a | ot on abandoned
m ne | and renedi ati on work. We've identified 16
abandoned mnes in the Pinto Mountains area for AML
remedi ati on. And our geologist is continuing to do m ne
i nspections on existing mnes within the Barstow Field
O fice area.

For wildlife and habitat managenent worKk,
continuing to do a lot of habitat restoration work in
Or d- Rodman, Frenont-Kraner, and Superior-Cronese ACECs.
The work in Superior-Cronese and Frenont-Kraner is
funded through OHV grants, so it's a | ot of work going
on in Kramer Hills, Cool gardie Mesa, and sone other
| ocations to restore translinear disturbances and ot her
di sturbances in those locations. W're also working
with Preservation Ranch down at the Ord-Rodnman ACEC.
They're doing a | ot of restoration work down there in
partnership with us.

And then we recently over the |ast year or two
have gone into partnership with DOD, particularly
Fort Irwin, MCAGCC, and the National Fish and WIildlife

Foundati on under the Recovery and Sustai nnment
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Partnership Initiative. So this is an initiative where
there's some funding comng fromDOD that will help to
augnment sone of the restoration work that BLMis already
doi ng. An RFP request for proposal was rel eased earlier
this year under that program and there should be
funding com ng out fairly soon to fund sonme additional
restoration work in Superior-Cronese ACEC.

Still doing a | ot of work up on the Amargosa
and in Afton Canyon when it cones to saltcedar contro
and habitat restoration for riparian areas. Still have
a good working relationship with California Fish and
Wldlife and UC Davis on Amargosa vol e recovery work
near Tecopa. A lot of work we've done over the past few
years on stabilization of inportant marsh habitats up
there. And we've recently got sone funding to do sone
addi ti onal marsh-expansi on workup there.

For cultural resources we've started quarterly
meetings with O d Spanish Trail Trails Association to
work on the different work we need to do for O d Spani sh
Trail. W're currently working on designation of a
segnent of O d Spanish Trail near Em grant Pass as a
National Historic Trail, and we're working on eval uation
of other segnents of the A d Spanish Trail for
desi gnation under that as well.

On the planning side, still working on the
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Amargosa W1l d Scenic River Conprehensive River
Managenent Plan. W' ve conpleted the scoping report for
t hat planning process, and we're hoping to have the
conprehensive Ri ver Managenent Plan and a NEPA drafted
and ready for public comment by the end of the cal endar
year.

On the recreation side, we have a few vacanci es
t hat have cone up over the sunmmer in our recreation
branch. We've lost a couple of our outdoor recreation
pl anners, and we're working hard to try and fill those
positions. W have some vacancy announcenents that have
been going out. W're going to try and bring out three
new out door recreation planners to help with a |Iot of
t he recreation planning needs and Speci al Recreation
Permts and other permtting needs that we have out of
t hat branch.

In terms of OHV area issues, Jeff already
menti oned the Dunont Dunes Road paving, so that's going
forward. Hoping that's going to be done and ready for
use by Cctober 24th. Jeff already nentioned our
Recreation. gov pass systemthat that's |ive. Went up
in -- it's been up and running since end of June,
bel i eve.

And then down at Johnson Valley we've been

di scussing with the Marine Corps a training exercise

Page 77

Veritext Lega Solutions
866 299-5127




A W DN

ol

10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24
25

they're going to have to do next year over

Presidents' Day weekend. So | think in our field office
report to the DAC, it indicates that they may end up
having to close the shared-use area within the

Johnson Valley OHV area for that exercise. W're stil
in discussions with them There's sonme potential they
may not need to close it. They're still trying to
figure out what that exercise is going to | ook |ike.
There still will be Marines in that area during
Presidents' Day weekend. There's sone potential they
just m ght need to access the inclusive mlitary use
area further to the north and they m ght just need to
transit across the shared-use area. So we'll see how
t hat devel ops and keep everybody in the | oop.

In terns of management recreation events, we're
working with the district on a big recreation event in
St oddard Valley OHV area. That's probably going to
occur -- | believe it's the second week of October,
called Cal 300. So it's going to be a |large event, up
to 10,000 spectators we're anticipating. So that's
com ng up. And those are the major highlights that |I've
got for Barstow.

CHAI RPERSON BANI S:  Not hi ng goi ng on.

MR. CROFT: There's always |lots of stuff going

on in Barstow, |'ve cone to realize over the summer
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wor ki ng t here.

CHAI RPERSON BANI'S: Good thing it sl owed down
for you turning the sumer, huh?

MR. CROFT: Yeah. They told ne it's slowin
t he sunmmer.

CHAI RPERSON BANI'S:  Shelly, in junping right
into Brian's report, we generally call for questions or
comments on the report. And so before we nove further,
| just want to see if the DAC nenbers have coments or
guestions for either Shelly or for Brian on their
reports before we nove on.

DI RECTOR LYNCH: Sounds good.

CHAI RPERSON BANI'S: The floor is open. |If
you're thinking of some, I'll junmp in first, if | may.

Great news on the OHV grant awards. Better
than | ast year, and good work. That said, this was an
unusual year in the OHV Grant Program for those that
are interested. This year all applicants nade it
t hrough the process and net all of the requirenments and
provi ded everything they needed to. AlIl the applicants
were funded this year. | call it the Oprah edition:
"You get a grant. You get a grant."”

We' re happy about that, obviously, because we
hate seeing good projects go unfunded. But | do think

that the programrequirenents have stiffened greatly in
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t he past few years nuch in part to additional assurances
of conpliance with the regulatory requirenents of the
applicants with respect to soils, conservation, and
habitat monitoring. And | think that that just can be a
little too cunbersone for sonme applicants. | think
they're going to have to take a bowout for a year or so
to figure out howto wite all those plans and put those
pl ans into action before they can cone back and apply
for the program

So those are just sone observations about the
OHV Grant Programthis year, which is so inportant to
t he desert because it's not only the BLM that receives
funding. A lot of their partners in conservation and
recreation also receive funding. So it does put a |ot
of money on the ground in the Desert District, that
program

But for Brian, real quick, any inkling as for
when Calico m ght be reopened? | see good progress
bei ng made.

MR. CROFT: [|I'mnot sure on that. 1'd have to
get and get back to you, unless Jeff knows. | don't
know i f Jeff knows off the top of his head.

MR. CHI LDERS: Right now we still have a nunber
of safety things that need to be addressed. And our

office crewis running really low on staffing. But as
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soon as they get safety things fixed, we'll get it back

open, hopefully before it gets too cool, so hopefully in
that band of tinme it's going to be perfect for people to
come out and visit.

CHAI RPERSON BANI S:  Thanks.

| also want to put out a red flag on King of
the Hammers. Although your report on the permts just
touched on the King of the Hanmmer vendor permts,
think 1'd be remiss if |I couldn't put a big red flag out
on behalf of our ranching representative who's not
present today.

But the inpacts of King of the Hamrers
increased visitation to that Johnson Valley area during
that time has becone nore and nore of a headache for the
nei ghbori ng ranchi ng operation. And | think,
unfortunately, we always just sort of hear about it
after the fact. | think other DAC nenbers will agree
it's pretty typical for us to hear a report fromthe
ranchi ng operation after the event has been hel d about
all the mayhem that they went through. | know that
every year that is sonmething that's on the radar.

| do know that is on the radar, but I'd like to
see if it can get a little nore up in front, because
Billy's not here today to bring it up, and | just want

to speak for DAC nenmbers who may not be here but whose
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voi ce has been very clear in the past.

Just curious, the Afton Canyon, is there stil
tal k about a potential bridge over the crossing? O has
that tal k gone away?

MR. CHILDERS: We're in the process of
devel opi ng an EA to anal yze potential inpact of a bridge
in that area. W do not have the funding, but in order
to get the funding, we have to have NEPA have done sone
of the outreach and stuff like that. So we are stil
working on that project. It's not really in the
forefront based on the fact that we still need to finish

the CRP for Amargosa, which is mandated by lawsuit. W

still have a tineframe to get that done. That's going
to be our main priority, and then Afton will be right
behi nd that.

CHAI RPERSON BANI'S: Got it. So for
f our - wheel ers who are | ooking for one | ast opportunity
to get stuck in four feet of water, they should probably
go do it now. | tell you, | hold ny breath through that
crossing every single tinme. And is Apple Valley really
still working on their HCP? |Is that still noving, or is
it just taking a vacation?

MR. CROFT: They're still working on it. |
think they're even planning a site tour that they

invited our field office to comng up. So they're stil
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working on it. There's a lot of different sections that
still have to work through with Fish and Wlidlife
Service on the planning docunent, but it's still noving
forward. They haven't pulled out or anything, so --

CHAI RPERSON BANI'S: Good to hear. Good to
hear. 1've consulted with themearly on in that
process. Thanks. That's all | have.

The floor is open. DAC nenbers? Wth that, |
guess we'll put Mke on the spot. H, Mke. Back at
you in Needles, if that's okay.

MR. AHRENS: Yeah. There we go. Get
everything turned on and all that. Thank you.

So kind of in keeping with the discussion about
staffing, we too have been w thout any range support for
about a year and a half. W' ve actually advertised that
position three times during that period, and but -- so
we were actually successful now in acquiring two new
natural resource specialists. W actually upgraded that
posi tion.

And so the first one is actually for the
Moj ave Trails National Mnunment. She actually reported
a few weeks ago and will be helping with the nmanagenment
of the Lazy Daisy Allotnment and certainly helping with
the Mpojave Trails Monunment planning. And then we have

an office-wide project we're working on to do sone
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spring enhancenents at a nunber of springs across our
office that she'll be involved in, and then certainly
ot her duties as assigned as they cone al ong.

And then our second natural resource specialist
will be comng on at the end of Septenber. We did
successfully fill that, and she'll be really taking on
| eadership for our range program helping with that
spring enhancenent project, and, again, other projects,
you know, as they come along there. So super happy to
have that vacancy and one nore of those vacancies filled
and being able to add sone additional support to the
Moj ave Trails National Monunment. So that was really
good.

Quarterly update on the Brightline electric
train. Did a report on that in the witten report, but
since then we had a dialogue with the SHPO and t he
Rai | road Adm ni stration about the National Historic
Preservation Act Section 106 cl earance and process.
Determ ned through that consultation that the Federal
Rail road Adm nistration is actually the |ead on that
process, and the process is going well. They're
actually devel oping a Programmti c Agreenent with the
SHPO on how to further go through that process as the
construction of the train occurs and what have you.

But what is relevant to us is, as the | ead,
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it's been determ ned that they actually need to conplete
that process before we can conpl ete our assessnents of
the substation. So that neans that's pushed back until
this winter, it sounds like. So actually it's kind of
best for us. It gives us a little nore tinme to do that
wor k, which we are very nmuch still staying engaged with
that project with a goal to have that all wound up
really before FRA finishes that other historic resource
process.

So al so want to update the Prinmadonna \Wel |
tal ked about in ny report that's been conpleted. That
ri ght-of-way has been renewed and issued, so that's
super good.

A few nonths ago we conpl eted a Menorandum of
Understanding with the Mjave Desert Heritage and
Cul tural Association to help provide sonme nonitoring and
light -- you know, hand mai ntenance on the East Mojave
Heritage Trail. For those of you who m ght be famliar
wthit, it's aloop trail around nuch of the
Moj ave Desert. As it lies now, it crosses four
different jurisdictions and is about 730 m | es |ong.

So we've done an MOU to help us with our
mai nt enance and nonitoring of that trail within the
Needl es jurisdiction, which shoulders the lion's share

of the trail. So really neat, for identification, and
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very dedicated to that to the trail and to the
Moj ave Road and all that information and the gu
that go along with that. So we're excited to be
with themon that.

And then the last thing that |I haven't
on in witten report kind of came across over th
here, which isn't a new thing, but WIld Horse an

we have a couple of herd area in the

debooks

wor ki ng

reported
e sumer

d Burro,

Pai ute Mountai ns, which has really only one permanent

spring called Fenner Springs. It's really dryin
this year, so we've actually had to start provid
water for that herd of burros there and have jus
initiated a gather there as well. Unfortunately
nonsoons have conme in, and our office now | ooks
Irish Hills. There's lots of foliage and water
have you, so the burros are still pretty interes
the water we're providing but not really too int
in the feed, so it's making collection a little

difficult there.

g up

i ng

t

t he
like the
and what
ted in

er est ed

We al so had a request fromthe Chenehuevi tribe

to help reduce burro herd size down there in the
Chenehuevi area, specifically within the tri bal
They had burros getting into the town there of
Havasu City and, yeah, causing all kinds of prob

So with help from Carl Synons' WId Horse and Bu

| ands.

| ens.

rro
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fol ks, been collecting sone burros there as well over
the last nonth, nmaybe a nonth, and so that's going
really well as well, so it's good to see that work going
on and getting conpl et ed.

And | think that's really all | have to share,
unl ess there's sone questions.

CHAI RPERSON BANI'S: DAC nenbers, the floor is
open if you have questions, comrents.

MEMBER HOLLI DAY: | have a question on one of
the things in there you said, the substation. The
| vanpah substation did not provide adequate data for you
so that you are going to generate a separate
Environmental Assessnment. So if you' re doing that work
for them are they paying you for that for doing that?

MR. AHRENS: They are. Actually there's a cost
recovery agreement with them and so they're paying for
us to have tinme to ultimtely work through that whole
process and accommpdate the process that they have. It
ends up being a two-step kind of an environnental
review, but it helps themw th some of their -- managing
t heir program overall

MEMBER HOLLI DAY: Okay. Also as far as |vanpah
Sol ar Generating Plant, |'ve been doing sone research on
that, and they're not nmeeting up to their performance to

design that they -- when they put the plant in. And I
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don't know how -

t he Public Land?

- how does the BLM get paid for using

MR. AHRENS: So there is a right-of-way there,

and they pay rental fees for the use of the |land, and

then they also d
of power they pr
MEMBER

nmegawatt hours?

0 pay a negawatt fee based on the anmpunt
oduce.

HOLLI DAY: Based on nmegawatts or

MR. AHRENS: Well, you're too deep for nme. |I'm

afraid | don't k

MVEMBER

now. | can ask

HOLLI DAY: Megawatts are what's put out.

Hours are the actual energy that conmes out of the plant.

MR. AHRENS: Okay.

MVEMBER

about 80 percent

HOLLI DAY: They're only working now

of what their original designh was.

| ooked at the data for 2001, and they only produced 79

percent of what their original expectation was. So |

don't know if th

e original contract the fees for the

megawatt hours were based on what their proposed

generati on was,

t hat contract ag

and if so, are we going to rel ook at

ain?

MR. AHRENS: Yeah, so | don't know those

details, Dick
with you. | see

with renewabl e e

| could certainly ask and circle back
Greg has cone on. He's done way nore

nergy than I, so maybe he can hel p.
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MR. M LLER: Yeah, Dick. Good question.
Sorry. |I'mfrozen up, it looks like. But the rent is
based on negawatts, not nmegawatt hours. And just
recently we did a new cal cul ati on on rent based upon a
formula. What the fornula uses is acres, and then a
charge per acre is based on NASS, the Nati onal
Agricultural Statistics Survey, | guess -- | can't -- |
don't know what the other S stands for -- and then the
megawatts, and then whether it's solar or wind facility.
Solar, there's a certain percentage, |like a hundred
percent, and wi nd m ght be 50 percent of the |and
because of the use. But definitely it's in negawatts
and not negawatt hours.

MEMBER HOLLI DAY: |'m going to ask, when we
tal k about our next neeting, | want to have sone nore
data on how these fund tracks are done and why we're not
charging for megawatt hours instead of nmegawatts,
because they put a negawatt nunmber in there, and then
t hey don't neet that requirenent for that actual
generation, so we're using up a |lot of Public Land to
not nmake energy, because the energy the kil owatt-hours
are what peopl e use.

They don't use negawatts. They use
kil owatt-hours. So when they're only generating

80 percent of what they're supposed to do, the people
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that are buying it, the PG and E and Edi son are not
happy canpers either because, you know, they're not
getting the energy that they need. And thank you.

MR. AHRENS: Thank you, Dick. Interesting
guesti ons.

CHAI RPERSON BANI'S: The floor is open.

Desert Center got a lot of rain. All the roads were

cl osed around there. How did the solar projects do out
there with that heavy rain event? Did it prove that the
pl ants and everything worked well ?

MR. MLLER Randy, | can answer that.

Brandon Anderson, you know, he's our project support
team | ead, and he and sone other folks are going to cone
out this week -- next week comng up to take a | ook and
to see what the inpacts of those big rainstorns were on
some of these solar facilities. So we'll know nore at

t he end of next week.

MR. AHRENS: They got sone free cleaning.

CHAI RPERSON BANI'S: They got the dust washed
off. Mke, I want to thank you and the office for
keepi ng an eye on the water sources there. As this job
continues to wear on and wear on, you know, there's the
stories in the past of the unfortunate | osses when the
springs dry up, and the animals, the horses and burros

have nowhere else to go. And so | really appreciate the
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proactive | ook at the springs out there and trying to
sustain what's there.

I know, regardless of the need and the periodic
roundups and the concerns about the popul ati on, you
know, nobody likes to see animals suffer. And so thanks
for keeping an eye on that.

MR. AHRENS: You're very welcone. |It's very
i nportant to us as well.

MEMBER HOLLI DAY: | have one nore question for
Greg, as long as he's answering sone of ny questions.

Do you al so I ook at the ampbunt of natural gas that those
plants are using -- that particular plant is using?

MR. MLLER  So, good question. W don't -- |
hate it when nmy canera freezes. That's just a really
good picture right there; right?

MEMBER HOLLI DAY: | know they used way nore
natural gas than they were supposed to, so | didn't know
if that was sonething that figures into your
cal cul ati ons.

MR. MLLER Right. So the natural gas
conmponent of that is -- you know, Mke mght be able to
answer nore about this one, too, because he was the one
who signed the right-of-way grant, or sonebody did for
t hat area, but he knows nore about it. But a |ot of

that is the utilities are working on that, too, | ooking
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at that as well. You know, based upon the energy that's
bei ng produced, you're right, the utilities are those
who are -- the off-takers of the buyers for the energy
are the ones who are really interested nore in how much
energy i s being produced.

As far as the amount of natural gas bei ng used
on there, that's sonething that we worked with earlier
on with Zzyzx, | believe, and tal ked to them about that.
| don't know if we're accounting for that nmuch at all or
it's just part of the operation plans that they have for

us and wor ki ng through that process.

M ke, | don't know if you know any nore about
t hat .

MR. AHRENS: | don't really. W did -- you
know, | renenber running a gas pipeline down to that

site to provide themthat service, and you know, it was

part of the right-of-way -- actually it was a separate
ri ght-of-way, the pipeline, and -- but no, 1've not ever
seen -- | don't think |I've ever seen that reported. It

m ght be in sone of the annual reports, the anount of
use of natural gas that they use. But it's never been
asked before, Dick. Thank you.

MEMBER HOLLI DAY: When the plan was going in, |
was on the DAC before, and the DAC met with their

engineer. And | had some history with the plant that
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was in -- out there by Barstow that ran. | actually had
sone of mnmy programrers who were responsible for the
conputers at that facility, so | was pretty

know edgeabl e about how that was -- that was a test
facility between governnment and Edi son and, you know, |
think, DW. So | was pretty know edgeabl e on that.

So when | asked the engineer for this |vanpah
pl ant about how they were going to handl e clouds, they
said, "Oh, we're going to have a boiler going there al
the tinme so we can cover that." So it ended up they
burn a lot nore fuel to make kil owatt-hours than they
needed -- than they said they were.

So that's why | think that it's inportant
that -- as a governnment, we are letting them use our
| and and take our tortoises, and they' re not follow ng
the rules that they put down. So anyway, thank you.

MR. AHRENS: Thank you. Interesting.

CHAI RPERSON BANI'S: Mbre questions? The floor
is open. No?

Thank you. Appreciate it, M ke.

MR. AHRENS: All right. Thank you. It's
al ways a pl easure.

CHAI RPERSON BANI S: Next would be Tim G 11l oon
from Pal m Springs- South Coast office. Tim good

nmorni ng. How is your connection today?
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MEMBER HOLLI DAY: Wiy don't we wait until after
unch? Your lunch break is at 11:30.

CHAI RPERSON BANI'S: We already hit it. On,
yeah. Thank you, Dick. Gee, | didn't realize.

MEMBER HOLLI DAY: We're going to need sone
padding tinme to get up to our 2:45.

CHAI RPERSON BANI'S:  You did great. Thank you.
Sorry about that, Tim Dick, thanks for pointing that
out. | lost track.

It is 11:30, tinme for the lunch break, and I
think that we stick on schedule with that so the public
can know that we'll be back at 12:30 to pick up with
Tim s report.

Sorry about that, Tim Got to make you last to
do | unch.

MR. G LLOON: Sorry you couldn't squeeze it in.

CHAI RPERSON BANI' S: Thank you. W thout any
obj ections, we'll break for lunch and be back here at
12: 30. Thanks, everybody. There's a great café just
down the hall

(Lunch break.)

CHAI RPERSON BANI'S: We're going to start back
here at 12:31. Hopefully everybody is back from | unch.
| didn't see anybody left at the café. |I'mgoing to

start back where we left off, and that was with our
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Fi el d Manager Reports. And next up was Tim G || oon,
before I cut himoff, from Pal m Springs-South Coast.

And, Tim |I'd love if you're ready to go, and
you've got the floor. Thank you.

MR. G LLOON: Thank you, Randy. Good
afternoon, now, to everyone.

So | don't have any slides to share this tine,
but I direct you to the report for sone nore details on
a few of the projects. But I'll do ny best to cover the
broad scope of sort of program areas and touch on sone
of the projects and efforts.

So if any of the DAC nenbers have coments
(i naudi bl e.)

(Reporter clarification.)

MR. GILLOON: Howis this? Is this alittle
better? Awesonme. Thank you

And again |l ook forward to hearing fromthe
public at the end just to make sure that we're covering
as nmuch as possi bl e.

I"d like to start with planning efforts |ike,
you know, what Noelle is working with the Mpjave Trails
Nati onal Monunment, our San Jaci nto National Monunent,

Ji hadda Govan is leading the initial efforts for
devel opi ng | and managenent planning for the Sand to Snow

Nat i onal Monunent. The Sand to Snow is one of the four
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nati onal nmonunents within the Palm Springs Field Ofice.
We share jurisdictions. Palm Springs-South Coast office
is the lead, with the majority of the usable or
different types of elenments and resources. W also have
the Bl ack Lava Buttes portion in the Barstow Field

O fice and | arger portions of the WIlderness area on the
San Bernardi no National Forest.

So currently what we're working on for the next
step is opening comunity conversation sessions starting
in the next couple of nonths, and so we've got a
contract out for that. And our planning process is
staggered with the Mpjave Trails National Mnunment
pl anni ng effort, and that's based primarily on our
staffing | evel s because we're supporting the
Moj ave Trails planning effort, and it will also allow us
to mrror the process as close as we can so the public
wi |l expect the same process there.

Rel ated to that planning effort, we've got the
ongoi ng Whitewater WId and Scenic River planning
effort, devel opnent of the Conprehensive River
Managenent Plan. That effort is being led by the U S
Forest Service with sone of our staffing support, and
the | and uses and gui dance on how to maintain those
outstanding river values fromthat planning process wll

be referenced in Sand to Snow Monunent.
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So as many of you already know, Pal m Springs,
we handle a | ot of the major projects' rights-of-way.
We have over 3,000 individual operational proposed
ener gy devel opnent projects. For sonme of our nore
recent projects, like Arica, Victory Pass, Oberon Sol ar,
there's continui ng managi ng of devel opnent of those
projects with various commtnents, operation and
mai nt enance, nonitoring activities. And that's part of
the process after those authorizations are approved.

Currently we're working on anot her coupl e of
maj or sol ar applications, getting those adjudicated and
moved to the next step in processing and eval uati on.
We're also highlighting the new solar facilities
achi eving connection quantity power grid, the nost
recent one being the announcenent |ast week that the
230-nmegawatt Desert Sunlight battery storage systemis
now fully operational. | would also like the public to
recogni ze not only hard work from BLM staff but also
contributions and input frompartners and public. And
again that goes to adm nistration goals for energy needs
and security and bal ancing climte and environnent al
needs. So it's challenging projects to work on.

We continue to work on backl og of other
ri ghts-of-way applications and uses, |and tenure

actions. Sonme of those projects include the Mrongo
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Comm Site Environnmental Analysis. W had a public
comment session -- or public comment period a little
whil e ago, and | had actually asked, based on that

f eedback, for additional alternatives to be reviewed and
consi dered and sort of preparing additional sinulations.
So they're updating the environnental analysis, and
we'll be | ooking at that.

Anot her action of note is the Whitewater
Groundwat er Repl eni shnent Facility Final Environnmenta
| npact Statenent, FDIS, it's in the mddle of its 30-day
public review coment, which ends on Septenber 12th.

And that project, if you're not famliar with Coachella
Vall ey Water District, filed an application for a

ri ght-of-way grant for operation and mai ntenance of
their existing facility | ocated both on public and
private | and.

CVWD proposed alternatives with the issue of
right-of-way for their existing groundwater recharge
facility, just shy of 700 acres of Public Lands for
about 30 years and would allow up to 511,000 acre feet
per year fromthe Col orado River recharge.

There's a range of alternatives to choose from
fromthe no action to the variations you see here. W
had one relatively mnor edit to the FDI'S, and they did

t hat based on public comment. After that review period
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closes, I'll sign the Record of Decision, the ROD, and
select an alternative fromthe FDI S.

We'll continue to work on the Santa Ana River
Wash Land Exchange, which is nearing conpletion. That's
a Congressionally directed action to convey
San Bernardi no Water Conservation District to them about
300 or so acres in exchange for another 300 acres, and
that's to support their groundwater recharge efforts.
We're also working with local jurisdictions to resolve
chal l enges with sonme honel ess encanpnent activities as
possi bl e.

For our recreation programthere's an increased
interest in trails within the Coachella Valley area,
creating sonme additional connections and opportunities
for the public. W are currently |ooking at the trails
al ong the border of the Santa Rosa San Jacinto Muntains
Nat i onal Monunent and nunicipalities in the valley for
that interconnection there.

We have concerns of bighorn sheep habitat and
heal t hy popul ati on, and we need to bal ance those with
users hi king and wal king dogs in area. There's also
efforts in the larger conmmunity to expand connectivity
with the Big Morongo Preserve, and we're | ooking to be
nore inclusive and supportive of those initiatives.

You may al so be aware of the Meccacopi a Speci al
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Recreati on Managenent Area, SRMA, off-highway vehicle
recreational facility project that just had a public
scopi ng period. That proposal would have been in the
California Desert Conservation Area Travel Managenent
Zones, and those two facilities support existing OHV
recreation in the Meccacopi a Special Recreation
Management Area. The first would be a staging area
north of the SRMA, and the second woul d be an open
riding area south of the SRMVA. BLMw || also attenpt to
acquire Private Lands to provide connectivity, |essen
conflicts, and inprove the experience.

For efforts related to natural resources we are
continuing work with our partners at the Dos Pal mas
Reserve trying to gain nore desert restoration acreage
nost efficiently as possible -- a challenging endeavor,
obviously. And in support of this, we recently updated
our Cooperative Range Agreenent. The BLM cleared with
the buyer within the core marsh area of Dos Palmas. The
goal of this action will be to restore the
Ri dgway's Rails habitat and assist in neeting the
environnmental goals at Dos Pal nas.

We're al so working with our partners regarding
supporting desert bighorn sheep populations. California
Departnment of Fish and WIdlife and The Society for the

Conservation of Bighorn Sheep have proposed to repair
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exi sting damaged water system guzzlers in the Chuckwall a
Mountain W I derness, so the desert bighorn sheep
popul ation will benefit fromthat.

And so you shoul d expect to see the WI derness
proposed action. So we're updating our partnership
mechani sms to include (inaudible due to poor internet
connectivity), afford the opportunities, and then the
long-termgoal is to work with through state in having
parcel s donated as part of the (inaudible). W're
wor ki ng towards that.

We're al so doing work on the Inland Fish and
Gane Shooting Range cl eanup project, which benefits the
San Bernardi no kangaroo rat habitat and popul ation as
well. Sterling White has a great presentation here a
little bit later on.

Ot her issues within the Pal m Springs-South
Coast Field Ofice that address recreation and
unaut hori zed uses continue to be a process to work
t hrough. Cattle grazing continues to be one of those
chal | enges both on the Santa Rosa San Jaci nto Mount ai ns
Nati onal Monunment -- that's along the BLM Forest Service
boundary -- and also in the Witewater Canyon within the
Sand to Snow National Monunment. So we're (inaudible)
activities such as creating nountain bike trails on the

Sant a Rosa- San Jaci nto Muntains Nati onal Mnunent, and
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our national nonunment manager for that, Dani Otiz, is
doing a really good job on that.

M. G LLOON: Finally, to close out for the
Pal m Spri ngs- Sout h Coast, we're preparing as best we can
for the high increase in seasonal visitation as we
approach the fall. This is going to be an interesting
season in the Pal m Springs-South Coast as we have sone
turnover on staff, and with the heavy renewabl e energy
wor kl oad, we have added an assi stant manager position to
focus on those needs. So starting Monday we wel coned
Dan Kasang to that position. He was pronoted. Many of
you may al ready know him the outdoor recreation planner
on staff here.

So our associate field manager, Janet Cheek,
has decided to retire at the end of the year, so we'l
bring on soneone new to pick up her |egacy and | ook
forward to the ever-revolving door of personnel on
staff. W are so busy here, and they gain so nuch
experience, it's inevitable they get taken away from
here and further their career. You'll see a |lot of
geol ogi sts and speci alists and mai ntenance staff joining
us in the next few nonths.

And I'd like to give out a -- I'd like to give
a special kudos to Ranger Burry (phonetic spelling). |

recogni zed himlast nmonth. He was able to assist in
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hel pi ng us save sonebody's life during a fire out in the
Sout h Coast region. So he was just kind of driving by
and responded. So our BLM staff work on so many
different areas. 1In |law enforcenent they do narijuana,

t hey do border issues, they do regular stuff.

So that is it in a pretty good rundown. |[If there's
any questions from DAC nenbers, |1'd love to hear them
or coments.

CHAI RPERSON BANI' S:  Awesone. Thank you, Tim
| appreciate that. |['Ill open the floor. Coments or
gquestions for Tim from DAC nenmbers?

["1l junp in for a mnute. Tim you were
tal ki ng about Desert Sunlight and their battery storage.
What ratio is that battery project? Do you know, by
chance?

MR. G LLOON: Ratio in ternms of?

CHAI RPERSON BANI' S:  Li ke one-to-one,
one-to-two, one-to-four?

MR. G LLOON: | don't believe |I have that
information here. You're talking about solar field
production versus their battery storage?

CHAI RPERSON BANI'S: Yeah. | just renenber when
| first got wind of that battery storage being done at
one of our field trips, they referred to it as like a

one-to-two, neaning they were going to be able to store
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up to half of the output.

MR. GILLOON: | don't have those nunbers handy
in front of me. 1'll e-mail you off-line for that.

CHAI RPERSON BANI'S:  Cool . Just curious where
we're getting. Am1 also right, maybe, that nowadays
al nost all the new solar projects going in are having
sone sort of battery storage conmponent to thenf

MR. G LLOON: Yes, nost of them are factoring
in battery energy storage systens. They're currently
usi ng whatever is on the current market for technol ogy.
But | know that there's advances in that technol ogy for
battery storage systens, and so they're not there yet

for inplenmentation, but again |I'm sure when these

conpanies will come on and they use as a lifecycle for
their existing systeni s upgrades, they'll replace them
with nore fancy technology. But, yeah, | think a |ot of

t hose projects are factory updates. Then it's the areas
for battery storage.

CHAI RPERSON BANI'S:  Good. | have anot her
clarification. The Meccacopia Hills OHV staging areas
that you're |l ooking at, one was to the north, and the
other was to the south of the -- was it the SRVA, the
SRMVA?

MR. G LLOON: Yeah.

CHAI RPERSON BANI'S:  Okay. Thank you.
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The floor is open. Coments, questions?

MEMBER THOWMPSON: Sorry. Go ahead.

CHAI RPERSON BANI'S: Pl ease, G eg.

MR. MLLER  Just want to follow up on
Desert Sunlight battery storage. I1t's 230 negawatts for
the battery storage, and Desert Sunlight's production
for its solar field is 550 negawatts, just to give you
an idea of the ratio there,.

CHAI RPERSON BANI'S: Oh, okay. Thank you.

Jack junped in, and | see a hand for Paul.

"Il call Paul next, if | may.

Jack?

MEMBER THOWMPSON: Hey, Tim good to see you. |
just had a few questions. One was with regard to the
cattle that are on BLM I and adjacent to
VWi tewater Canyon. | had a little bit of history with
W | dl ands, and the recent roundup captured about 70 of
t hose that had been around for a couple of years. W're
definitely seeing their presence around the canyon. You
know, we were kind of under the inpression that fencing
was, you know, a big part of keeping them out of sone
areas that they tend to get into and hold up in.

Do you have any updates on where sonme of that
stuff is at with regard to maybe that potential that

fence being or and/or foll owup roundups to catch the
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ones we were able to get?

MR. G LLOON: For the fencing issue we ran into
a snag just working through access to get to those
repairs trying to get materials out there in ternms of
working with the tribe, so we continue to work with the
tribe on that and just figure out the details of how we
can get out there the best way possible. As a result
our contingency plan was to try to get a roundup, but
it's just sort of on short notice with planning on going
in there. W didn't think it was going to be a big deal
but ran into a snag, so we weren't able get a roundup
aut hori zed.

It was kind of a big deal to get that set up
last tine. We didn't have enough tinme. W're going to
continue to work on that issue and have that
alternative, so |I've | ooked at both of those options.
One is to nake sure we can get fencing in place and then
get themrenoved as well, in the state office. And |
think it's really inportant for the next cal ving season
to -- or the next |anbing season to make sure we can get
as many out of there as possible.

MEMBER THOWMPSON: Yeah, that sounds good, Tim
If you wouldn't mnd just getting me a shout as you get
closer to that. | know W dl ands property had been a

key staging area for the first successful --
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THE REPORTER: M. Thonpson, you need to sl ow
down.

(Record read.)

MEMBER THOWMPSON: Sorry about that. [1'Il slow
down.

Yeah, W dl ands Conservancy had offered the
Wi t ewat er preserve lands for any of those roundups.
They're kind of strategically |located. W also have
sone relationships with the property owners that are
al so kind of in strategic points, so as you do get
cl oser to any future roundups, feel free to reach out,
and we can hel p nmake sure that those partnerships are in
pl ace to nake sure they have the highest chance of
success. Really appreciate your efforts on that.

Anot her qui ck question was just in regards to
the Whitewater Canyon fire closure. This was the first
year that | hadn't seen signs up, and | wasn't quite
sure if the order actually went in this year and if
t here was any connection there with the signs going in
or not going in.

This is just sonmething that is inportant to us
as we get closer to a holiday weekend, and the
visitation in the canyon tends to go up during those
times. So just kind of curious what the status is of

that closure in Witewater Canyon, if it's indeed in
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effect or if it's actually not in effect.

MR. G LLOON: Yeah, so on the closure order
think you're referring to, there's two closure orders --
right? -- historically. One currently we still have
issued at the district level is our standard fire
closure -- right? -- that stopped the fire activities,
shooting, things of that nature in those areas. For the
Pal m Spri ngs-South Coast area it's slightly different
conpared to South Coast version -- or area and what's in
mai nl y San Ber nardi no County.

So Pal m Springs portion, that's in place.
That's in effect. And the difference is, is for the
county, the county prefers to actually just do a ful
access closure. And based on our requirenents for
mul ti pl e use nmandate and al so the Dingell Act, when
| ooked at it and | talked with our fuels staff, the
conditions and the risk there were not -- did not rise
to a |l evel that we needed a full access closure to the
ar ea.

Fire restrictions are still in place, and we're
still doing that outreach and will continue to nonitor
that situation, so just to clarify the different
cl osures.

MEMBER THOWMPSON: | appreciate that. Thanks.

CHAI RPERSON BANI' S:  Paul, you're next. You
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have the fl oor.

MEMBER MARTI N:. Okay. Thanks. Real qui ck,
Tim of the 2200-negawatt sol ar production that
currently the Desert District produces per Shelly this
nor ni ng, how nuch of that 2200 is fromthe South Coast
district?

MR. G LLOON: The South Coast itself does not
have any areas if we're |ooking at those subunits within
t he Pal m Springs South Coast area, and the South Coast
is going to be nost of inland, L.A , San Di ego areas.
But all of the devel opment we have within Riverside
County, within that DRECP footprint, and that's, you
know, the Desert Center area out in Blythe.

And so that's where the solar activity and
rights-of-way are. |It's just nost of the |land parcels
we have in BLM ownership in the South Coast portion are
not conduci ve towards that devel opnment.

MEMBER MARTIN: Okay. One other question. The
battery storage units, which | am pleased to see that
t hat nunber is increasing, are these units -- do they
use the lithiumbatteries? And where are these units
produced? |Is it donestic or foreign, both the panels
and the battery storage units using the lithiunf

MR. GILLOON: So a lot of that activity

production conmes outside -- nost of the panel production
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comes fromoutside the United States for the panels,
yes, nost of that activity conmes fromthe panels. The
battery I've not a hundred percent read into yet, but I
think a good portion of that -- I'mnot sure where the
production is percentage-w se between foreign and
donestic supplies. | know one of the adm nistration's
expressed interests is to increase our donestic supply
of lithium And again just the types of batteries we're
t al ki ng about, the new lithiumiron technol ogy com ng
out, that's not ready for inplenentation yet. So |
don't have the nunmbers for you on that, on those
statistics for industry, but we can possibly follow up
with you.

MEMBER MARTI N:  Thank you very nuch, Tim

MR. G LLOON: Yeah.

CHAI RPERSON BANI'S:  Floor is still open.
Questions, comments for Tinf? Once, tw ce, sold.

Thank you, Tim

MR. G LLOON: All right. Thank you. | just
want to apol ogize to everybody. M m crophone was
working this nmorning, but it seenms that sonething has
gone on with it, so | apologize and will | ook to renmedy
t hat .

CHAI RPERSON BANI'S: Very good. Thanks, Tim

"Il call on next down the list. Ridgecrest
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Field Ofice, with Carl Synons.

MR. SYMONS: There you are. (Good norning -- or
good afternoon, | guess, now.

" m not going to go over the stuff in the
report other than where there's updates, but 1"l fill
you in on sone other things going on and then what's
been updated since we turned in our DAC reports.

One of the things in grazing, for the Kelso
Peak Allotnment we're hoping we'll be putting out the EA
for public comment in Septenber. W're going to do a
public conment period before the proposed grazing
decision on that. That's for renewal of grazing
all otments. That kind of got shuffled up when the
relinqui shnment of nost of the Rudnick Allotnment that you
heard Shelly tal king about with the durability agreenent
for the mtigations on Eight Mnute Energy.

We are working on updating our W I derness
Character Reports for a nunber of our WI derness Areas
in preparation for starting a W I derness Managenent Pl an
for nore of our WIldernesses in that same area, so that
w || probably be kicking off this next fiscal year doing
t hat background work. We do have a new NRS for air,
water, soils assisting the WIlderness person with those
character reports.

We did get a presentation fromthe Hi gh-Speed
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Rai | Authority about the Pal ndal e-to-Burbank section
they're working on. That's in Palm Springs, and it
| ooks like their preferred alternatives for nost all of
the sections -- there's not that nmany, but they'll be
tunnel i ng under the BLM rather than going across it, so
ground di sturbance will be mnimal with that particular
proj ect.

| did just sign off and issued a right-of-way
for a power line for Eight Mnute Energy. |It's actually
an aerial power line they' re suspending across BLM so
they' re not actually putting anything on BLM but the
| i ne does cross parts of BLM I and.

We took a field trip out to Yeager Solar up
t here behi nd Rosanond with the conpany. It was a real
good trip. Kind of got their ideas on what they're
doing, and we were able to talk to them about concerns
we had. But overall it looks like that it will be a
pretty good project. Didn't run into -- at |east the
areas we were at didn't run into any Joshua Tree
Wbodl ands. There are some Joshua trees out there, but
we don't have to worry about encroaching on that that
nmuch.

Then we are working with Cal City. They're
interested in an R&PP | ease that -- they have their OHV

center there they would like to expand. We have an
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i sol ated parcel. It's about 300 acres or so, 320 acres.
They would |ike to get an R&PP |l ease on it. W're
trying to see if we can get an R&PP | ease w thout an
anmendnment right now, because the land is not up for

di sposal. The general Public Lands are not open for

di sposal. We'Il have to see how that works, whether or
not to do a plan or anend.

As far as mning goes, Conglonerate Mesa, the
precious netals K2 Gold project, they did send back
paperwork for cost recovery, so we'll be taking that.
We're waiting. Fromwhat | understand this week is that
t hey had a board neeting which they had to vote on in
order to cut a check for cost recovery, because the
project is going to be an EI'S, which is cost recovery to
t he proponent. So as soon as we get that, we'll be
initiating it, getting the Federal Register Notice out,

and that will start the scoping period for the EI'S going

forward.

We do have three m ning proposals in the Atolia
area. One is an exploratory drilling project, another
one is a trenching project. Both of those are in

critical habitat. Looking at their plan of operations
for those. Then we also have a 129-acre open bid
proposal that is in a doughnut hole out there. 1It's not

technically in critical habitat or any speci al
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designation with ACEC or anything, so we're going to
be -- but we did have to send it back to them for sone
nmore information and stuff as we go forward with that.

On our OHV areas, sonme -- we are working on an
MOU with the Navy for those in the Spangler Open Area,
the Navy road crosses right through it, and we've had an
MOU where we could cross in two spots that are
authorized. In this new MOU we're |ooking at six
crossings so that it won't be any nore than a mle in
either direction, hopefully, to get to a crossing for
that. Met with the Navy a couple of weeks ago. They
were willing to do sone of those adjustnents to it so
we' |l have that.

In fact we do have a night race tonight.
Starts at 8:00 tonight, a UTV night race that we have.
We did have a notorcycle night race a few weeks back by
the Desert Modtorcycle Club, and that was our first
not orcycl e night race since | got here. That's over a
decade ago. So they want to start trying to do a few
nore of those night notorcycle races going across.

Cott onwood Creek WId Scenic River we're going
to be looking at. Hopefully I'Il be signing that
managenment plan in Septenber. W' re just doing the
reviews of the decision docunment and | ast-m nute stuff.

Like | said, we're hoping to get that done, and that one
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was under lawsuit to have to do that one.

Sur prise Canyon, we're working on that with the
Parks Service, the River Plan. W are doing sonme water
nmonitoring and other stuff trying to get the baseline in
and noving forward. Right now they're extrenely busy
with flood damage, but we'll be starting that back up
once they get goi ng again.

You heard M ke talk earlier about the burro
gathers. The area by the Chenehuevi, we've gathered --
we' ve shi pped 136 burros so far. | believe there's
about another 25 to 30 burros that are actually in the
traps right now that we're going over to get to bring
t hem back

And t hen when he was tal king about
Fenner Springs, we shipped burros back fromthat area.

Ri ght now we're trying to get the jacks so that -- the
problemis that jacks get into the traps and they kick
all the others out. And so we have to get them gathered
up first, and then we can start bringing the other
ani ml s, gathering the others.

We have signed an MOU. W just recently signed
an MOU with the Navy on the WIld Horse and Burro that
they're responsible for the WIld Horse and Burro on the
base, but we al so coordinate and give them support. We

usually do gather up there. So how that's working, and
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t he assi stance that they provide to our facility here
Ri dgecrest, that they do that.

Personnel -wi se you heard we got new nat ur al
resource specialist for air, water, soils. A wangler
and a wildlife biologist start Monday. Two weeks ago
our budget anal yst started, so we're excited about that.
We did hire one nore L.E. position as well. That
position, hopefully either in October or Novenber, wll

be heading to Biloxi for training to go forward.

And ot her than that, we're -- this tinme of year
and then into Hall oween, we'll be hel ping other field
offices. We'Il be supporting Bakersfield on the holiday
weekend com ng up, and then we'll be going down to

El Centro to try to help themassist in that big
operation they have down there at Hal | oween.

That's about all the stuff for Ridgecrest.
"Il leave it to any questions anybody m ght have.

CHAI RPERSON BANI S:  Thanks, Carl.

The floor is open. Coments or questions from
the DAC nenbers? |It's going to be too easy.

MEMBER HOLLI DAY: Yea.

CHAI RPERSON BANI' S: Ckay. Thank you. Thanks,
Carl. Oh, | know, those night races. Those are in the
Spangl er OHV Recreation right in the off-highway vehicle

area?

Page 116

Veritext Lega Solutions
866 299-5127




A WD

ol

10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24
25

MR. SYMONS: Yes. All of our conpetitive
notori zed events are in the Spangler Open Area. W have
dual sport and other things that are either outside or
go through sonme of our snmaller open areas, but all of
our mmj or conpetitive notorized events are in the
Spangl er Open Area.

CHAI RPERSON BANI' S: Good. Okay. Thank you,
Carl. Appreciate that.

We have one nore field nmanager |eve
presentation, and that's a Fire and Fuels Report from
Freddi e Espi noza.

Freddie, are you ready to junp in next?

MEMBER HOLLI DAY: Did you do EIl Centro, or did
you m ss thenf

CHAI RPERSON BANIS: Did I mss then?

El Centro, they're not on the list. Sorry.

DI RECTOR LYNCH: ElI Centro is not here.

CHAI RPERSON BANI'S:  Oh, El Centro is not here.
That's why. GCot it.

Tell you what, after Freddie finishes, if you
have questions for El Centro, at |east you can post
them Dick, and see if we can get answers. So let's go
with Freddie first, and then we'll see about El Centro
guesti ons.

Go ahead, Freddi e. Thanks.
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MR. ESPI NOZA: Al right. | see Paul Martin
has his hand up. | wasn't sure if he had any questions
for Carl before | got started.

CHAI RPERSON BANI'S: ©Oh, yeah. | think that's a
| eft over.

MEMBER MARTIN:. No. 1've got a question.

CHAI RPERSON BANI'S:  Junp right in. Thank you.
| appreciate that. Sorry.

MEMBER MARTIN:  No problem This question is
for Carl. The mning activity in Ridgecrest, | read
that sone of these projects are placer. | just found
that interesting. You know, there's not very many
pl acer gold m ning operations left. And you know, it
does require a lot of water. But it is a nore -- it's a
possi bly environnmentally friendly-type mning. But,
yeah, is that right? |Is that 129-acre project a placer
m ne?

MR. SYMONS: Yeah, basically it's a placer
mne. They're going to be going in and taking it there.
And | believe that that's also the way that they woul d
handle the -- if they find areas where they're doing the
trenching and the drilling projects around that Atolia
area, it's historically been placer mnes for everything
fromtungsten to gol d.

MEMBER MARTI N: | see. Thank you, Carl.

Page 118

Veritext Lega Solutions
866 299-5127




A WD

ol

10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24
25

MR. SYMONS: You're wel cone.

CHAI RPERSON BANI' S:  Thanks, Paul. Then we'l|l
give the floor over to Freddie. Here we go. Thanks.

MR. ESPI NOZA: Good afternoon, everybody.

Again, |I'm Freddie Espinoza. |'mthe assistant district
fire managenent officer for the California Desert

I nt eragency Fire Program which consists of the
California Desert District for BLM and the three desert
par ks, including Death Valley, Mjave, and Joshua Tree.
And we're also interagency with the Forest Service at
our dispatch center in San Bernardino, with the

San Bernardi no National Forest.

So to share, since we submtted the information
for the report that you guys all have, the only real
updates | have for that is we've had six additional
fires across the unit just totaling about an acre, six
of those on BLM |l and and one in the park at Joshua Tree.
It's been relatively slow fire season in
Southern California, so a |lot of our fol ks have been
hel pi ng out other areas right now

Paul is up in Oregon. He's our normal fire
managenment officer that you'll normally see on these
meetings. |'mcovering for himthis particular one, and
the last one | was able to, so it's good to be here. So

we do have -- a lot of our fol ks have been hel pi ng out
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fires in Northern California and other parts of the
state and country.

But with that, you know, the forecasters are
saying that we should probably have a typical if not a
l[ittle bit nmore of a Santa Ana season. So we'll see how
that plays out as we get into October through Decenber.

Ot her things with our programis, kind of like
everybody el se, we do have | ots of vacancies in our
program And we are coming up with a -- the Departnment
of Interior is going to do an interagency hiring event.
There's going to be two, one in Redding and then one
down here -- we're still working out the details --
probably in Culver City is where we're looking at. It's
a good centralized | ocation for everybody.

So we should be looking at filling sonme of our
positions in Novenmber 18th through 20th. It will be
over the weekend. People will be able to -- the
announcenent should conme out around October, and then
we'll do our event there, and people should be able to
cone and apply in person and do interviews and that type
of thing. So we're really looking forward to that event
in Novenber to get some of our positions filled,
per manent ones, and our seasonal positions for next
year. So we're looking forward to that.

Ot her than that | don't have anything else to
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update. Everything else in the report is pretty good.
So if anybody has any questions about any of the things
that are in the report or anything additional, |'mready
to take those if there's any questions.

CHAI RPERSON BANI'S:  COkay. Thank you, Freddie.
The floor is open. Does anybody have questions,
comment s?

| can say, boy, it's unconfortable to hear the
words, "We're having a slow fire season in Southern
Cal." | nmean, it is you true. But, boy, it just always
makes you want to knock on wood.

Wth that said, the only thing | wanted to
point out, | think it's neat the bipartisan
infrastructure of funding that's going to be able to
support salary increases and be able to help with
retention and recruiting. It sounds |like a good,

i nportant step for being able to fill the ranks.

MR. ESPI NOZA: Yep, for sure. You know, it is
limted. You know, it's only got a limtation to it
until 2024, | believe, or 2025 or until the funds run
out. So, you know, it is a limted one, but they are
al so working on a new job series for firefighters in the
federal agencies, so that's sonething else that's in the
works also. So we'll see how all that works out also.

So hopefully I didn't jinx it by saying we're
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havi ng a sl ow season right now. Mbst of our nonsoonal
stuff has had sonme noisture related with it,
which -- actually too much. [It's been nessing up sone
of our access and things like that in the parks and in
t he deserts. But, yep

CHAI RPERSON BANI' S: Thank you. The floor is
open. Paul? Anyone? Very good.

Thanks a lot, Freddie. Appreciate your filling

MR. ESPI NOZA: Al right. You' re wel cone.
Thanks. Good to be here.

CHAI RPERSON BANI'S: Dick, did you have or
anyone el se have any questions regarding El Centro's

report you want on the record?

MEMBER HOLLI DAY: | have a coupl e of questions,
but are they're kind of trivial. What | would like to
do is, maybe 1'll just talk to the people at El Centro.

But | think they should be | ooking at the way Barstow
has handl ed the Dunont fees. W would |like to have the
exact sane deal where we have a daily permt.

The questions that have been asked or the
requests to change things have been requested at Dunont
are exactly the same thing with the visitors that the
| SDRA asked for. They would |like to have an extra

permt for a car wwth the yearly permt. They would
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like to have a daily permt,

cone down for a day,

because ri ght

now i f you

you've got to buy a weekly permt

for $35. So it seens a little ridiculous to have to do
that. So it seens like -- if Barstow can figure out how
to do that, it seems like EIl Centro can figure out how
to do that. Anyway, | think that's sonething they
shoul d be | ooki ng at anyway. Thank you.

CHAI RPERSON HENDERSON: Awesomne. Hey, thank
you, Dick. Thank you.

Next on our agenda -- this is neat -- we get to

hear from Sterling White on a presentation of the
San Bernardi no Kangaroo Rat and | nl and Shooti ng Range
Cl eanup

So wel come back to the Desert Advisory Council
Good to see you

And you have the floor.

MR. STERLI NG  Thanks, Randy. |It's been a

whil e since we've seen each other. So thank you.

Hel | o, DAC nenbers and fol ks.
Yeah, that fire thing that Freddie was talking
about is alittle bit scary. Hopefully the buil dup

doesn't cone crashing down and there's a ot of fires
next year.

l'd like to share with you a screen and gi ve
you a Power Poi nt presentation today on the Inland

Shooting Range Project. It was a project that's been in
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t he works for, oh, gosh, probably eight or nine years
now. And let nme see if this works.

Can everybody see that okay? Randy, can you
see that?

CHAI RPERSON BANI'S: Looks great to ne.

MR. STERLI NG  Ckay. Thank you. Yeah, so this
was an interesting project and not very common to the
Desert District or BLMin the sense that where we
actually closed an active shooting range or are
participant in the closure of an active shooting range
and then take that shooting range and clean it up and
try to put it back into sone kind of a state that
everybody can agree upon.

So I'"'mgoing to give you a short presentation
and follow up by a short video. Wwen we finish with the
video, then Randy will turn the floor open for
gquestions, if that's okay with you.

CHAI RPERSON BANI S:  Sounds great.

MR. STERLING  So here's a picture of the
I nl and Shooti ng Range during its active period. The
range sits here in Southern California, and | think
during this active period at the high points there was,

you know, between 7,500 to 10, 000 people using this

range in a year. It was very active and had a | ot of
different uses. |1'Ill discuss those here in alittle
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bit.

But the manner in which we approached the
cl eanup on the range, we used the CERCLA authority given
to BLMto go after the | ead and the other contam nants
t hat the range consi dered hazardous. CERCLA is spelled
out here in the title, and if you want a definition on
that, 1'll be happy to provide that to the group after
the presentation.

But there's really two authorities where BLM
can go after projects. One is with our NEPA authority,
and, you know, nost of our big projects are handled with
NEPA. But with CERCLA we have sone benefits. It cones
with access to funding, and it also conmes with access to
contractors that work in the Superfund or the EPA world.

Let ne see here. See if | can get this thing
to change gears. Here we go.

So the area first was being used by recreation
shooters, this tract of land, starting in the |ate
forties, and it becanme a popul ar spot for all of the
shooters to go and do recreation shooting in the early
fifties. By the early, md sixties BLM had gotten
i nvol ved, and that's when the first |eases of record we
can find were initiated on this |and dedicating this
| and specific to shooting. And that ended around the

2012 tinme period because of a lawsuit in an adjacent
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| andowner. I'll explain that in here in alittle bit.

Also on the |and from about 1950 through ' 63,

t here was an area used by the local comunities as a
cut-and-fill or really just haul -your-trash-and-dunp-it.
And the street sweeper waste would conme and dunp on this
land. And at that time the land really was out there
and not close to the interface, the urban interface. It
was far away.

But in the nost recent years -- here's the
tract of land that says "Site," as Hi ghland and Redl ands
grew, the range becane part of the urban interface. Tim
had nmentioned sonme tracts of |and that BLM had been
wor ki ng on for exchange in the Santa Ana Wash River
bottom Those | ands are actually in this picture. |
don't have them highlighted for you, but they are right
here between the two blue lines in this picture.

So the site sits next to Plunge and El der Creek
just south of Highland. |If we Zoomin on the site, the
range was made up by three diffuse areas. There was a
trap range, a skeet range, and then a nulti-use range.
The multiuse range is one where they use rifle, pistol,
and shotgun for different shooting events and recreation
shooting, where the trap and skeet were primarily used
for shotgun.

| had nmentioned that a lawsuit had taken pl ace,
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and one of the reasons the range was shut down is that
on the north boundary of this site in this pink, purple
hi ghlighted |line here, that's the property boundary, and
during a site assessnent |ead shot was found to the
north of that on private land. And after litigation,
the results ended with the trap range shutti ng down.
There was no one party responsible. They had di sbanded.
And all of the accounts and all of the liability -- or
not the liabilities, but the buildings and the trap and
skeet throwers, anything of value was pretty nuch
abandoned and left in place. And the only group
hol ding -- or sitting at the table hol ding the bag was
BLM

So in about 2012, that's when | got invol ved
with it as a HAZMAT speci alist and project nmanager. And
| ooking at this and | ooking at the issues with the
potential for fire and flood events next to the bl ue
line here at the bottom of the picture, we devel oped
sonme objectives for the range. And those were to
prevent or reduce the exposure of |lead to people and
critters and the environment. W identified that we
wanted to prevent or reduce any offsite mgration.

So there was sonme urgency with this project
because of that blue line at the bottom W really

don't know when the rains are going to hit or if there's
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a fire up on the nountain and then the rains follow any
of that could have potentially washed this range out,
since there was no one there maintaining those berns.

And what we found living in this range after
t he buil dings were denmplished and taken out, were areas
of soft sand that were habitat for the San Bernardino
kangaroo rat. They had noved in and didn't see the
signs saying that, you know, "There's |ead here, there's
potential for exposure. Stay out."” They made a hone.

And because of that what | have here on the
slide is two different processes, one for CERCLA that we
woul d normally work through for a project, but because
of the San Bernardi no kangaroo rat we al so needed to
wor k through our Section 7 process. And what |'ve done
here is lined up the different steps of those processes
as they work through tinme, and the tine in this sense
can be the black arrows between those boxes.

So we first worked through discovery, and as
you can see over on the Section 7 side, this is where we
start by asking for a list of species fromthe
U S. Fish and Wildlife Service. And I'll refer to them
as "Service" fromhere on. W then go through a site
assessnment, which is simlar in context.

Well, over on the Section 7 side our biologists

are doing the sanme, except they're trying to figure out
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if there's going to be no harmor harmif BLM conducts
an action. That action that |'m speaki ng about is
formalized in an engi neering evaluation over on the |eft
side. That's this box. So the biologists work up until
a point, and if they determ ne there's going to be harm
or potential harmto those species living out there,
then they need to formalize a letter that says, "W have
determ ned,"” that's BLM has determ ned, "that there
could be a problem™

And that's what we did. W brought the
wildlife -- or the Service in on this project early
during the site assessnent, and during this process
bet ween site assessnment and formal consultation, we
worked with them And | think it probably took eight,
ni ne nonths at the |last effort when we really knew what
we were going to do.

We called that informal consultation to nai
down in a letter what the EPA said and how we were going
to address the species living there and al so what
happens after the cleanup. 1In this case for this
project it resulted in BLM putting together a
Habi tat Restoration Plan. Once that plan was finished
and submtted, then the service had up to 135 days to
conclude their efforts.

Because we had been working with themearly and
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often, we were actually able to work through their
process in less than 30 days to get us a biologic

opi nion, which then allowed Timto sign the action
menmor andum  The action menorandumin CERCLA is the
deci sion made at the local level. W had this prepared
knowi ng what was com ng because we were in constant
communi cations with the Service, but we worked out that
t he kangaroo rats woul d be trapped, held, there would be
a | ot of ani mal husbandry goi ng on, where they would be
gi ven three squares a day and housed in a nice
air-conditioned room and then also we prepared a pl ace
for themto be |ocated nearby. 1'lIl show you an
approxi mate of that in a later picture.

And then we went into inplenentation. So
that's really where we're at right now And I'Il talk
about these remai ning boxes |ater, which are about
monitoring and foll ow-up. But really, we've
i npl enented, and the follow ng pictures are about that
i npl ement ati on.

So here's the SBKR and the approxi mate
| ocations within the gun range. W al so have anot her
pl ant species, the Santa Ana River Wbollystar, that was
within the floodplain behind the gun range. But
frequent flood events or people wal king or sonething --

sonet hi ng had changed back there, and the plant that was
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there could not be found by our biologists, so there was
no need to consult and to nove forward with it.

But with the kangaroo rat, we did. W
installed an exclusion fence around the project area to
keep ot her kangaroo rats fromcom ng in during
construction. But we did inplenment a trapping exercise
where the San Di ego Zoo cane in and hel ped us for a
period of three weeks trap all the individuals within
the site. The decision that we had made was to take al
of the soils with |lead containing greater than 800 parts
per mllion out of the systemand put it into a
wast e- consol i dation area, or repository. The study
showed that we had | ess than 30,000 cubic yards of
material to pick up, so that's what we had pl anned for.

During the trapping one of the conponents of
t he trappi ng and understandi ng of the biol ogic resources
for the SBKR was trying to understand how big the sand
| enses, the areas of sand deposits, were at this
| ocation. So those biologists doing the trapping had
brought in sonme liquid quickset material for casting,
and they casted a burrow.

And fromwhere I'mstanding in the picture to
where M ke Prom nate (phonetic spelling), the biologist,
is standing here, that's about 30 feet across. So that

really provided us a |ot of good information so that
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after the project, when we go back with our restoration
pl an, we can put sone |and | enses back down that are
approxi mately 30 feet in | ength.

Being in the river bottom we did have sone
chal l enges. The | arge, heavy yell ow equi pment we were
using was naking a |l ot of screechy sounds, a | ot of
noi se. And here's what they were pulling up as they
were di gging those contam nants out of the system

Because it is a dry environnent, we used a | ot

of water on this project. Alnost three mlIlion gallons
of water was used, | believe. 1've got sone stats at
the end, and we'll |look at that. But starting in the

nor ni ng, the haul trucks would run the haul roads, and
then during the day, if they were not hauling water for
t he haul roads, then they were hauling water to keep the
dust down at the actual haul sites.

During the process of renoving soils, the
supervi sor of the contract was keeping tabs on a nunber
of dunp truckl oads and the amount of material being
haul ed. And because of the boulders -- and | think a
little bit of problemw th not having enough soil pits
to test the materials, we estimted, you know, in the
begi nni ng around 28, 000 cubic yards, but we
underesti mated by 22,000, and we wound up close to

50, 000 cubic yards of material by the time the project
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was sai d and done.

Here's the repository before we capped it, and
you can see the dozer up there doing the final grading.
That footprint for that repository, or waste
consol idation area, is about two acres in size.

Here's a tineline for the project. You can see
here back in May through June we went out for public
comment. Shortly thereafter we finalized our preferred
alternative. W worked with the U S. Fish and Wldlife
Service up through the fall, and then the action
menmor andum was si gned and by April, the contractor was
in place with heavy yell ow equi pnent waiting for the
trapping to be conpleted, and we finished that project
up this last nonth.

Now we're sitting -- we've got a subcontractor
ready to begin work at the site in Novenber. They're
going to go back in with native plant species and potted
plants with a black plastic irrigation systemthat
they're going to use a water truck with to irrigate
those potted plants. And we're going to keep those
fol ks enpl oyed through the end of 2023 trying to get
those native plants established for the kangaroo rat,
and they'l|l also be doing this next spring and fall, if
needed, during the summer a little bit of integrated

weed managenent at the site.

Page 133

Veritext Lega Solutions
866 299-5127




A W DN

ol

10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24
25

We'll release them at the begi nning of 2024,
and we'll go into our nmonitoring, and then every five
years we'll conme back and do a -- have a contractor do a
reviewwith a witten coment document for us, and we'|l
see if we need to address any issues at the site.

So here's the stats that | was speaki ng about.
It was al nost three mllion gallons of water used for
dust abatenent, about 47,000 cubic yards of
| ead-containing soil -- soils containing | ead and ot her
materials placed in the repository. W put a cap on top
of that. The cap started with a clean six-inch lift of
material foll owed by rock. That was about 4500 cubic
yards of rock for the cap.

And then we used those big boul ders around the
sides as arnory for future flood events. And hopefully,
you know, the water doesn't get up this high and we have
to worry about it. A lot of diesel was consunmed, and
the estimted cost of the project so far is around
2.5 mllion dollars.

So with that, Matt, if you would, can you kick
off the video. And this is a short video for about six
mnutes, and it will wal k you through the project as it
i's today.

(Video Playing.)

CHAI RPERSON BANI'S:  Thanks, Sterling.
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MR. STERLI NG  Yeah, Randy, thank you.

CHAI RPERSON BANI' S: Good video. Forgive ne.

My ears nust have been plugged right when you got
started, but you did nmention that San Bernardi no
kangaroo rat, that's a federally |isted endangered
species, and that's why significant concern about that
species. | know Riverside County has been in the news
dealing with habitat issues for that species and its
effect on projects. It's an inportant species there.

MR. STERLING Yeah, it is, Randy. Thank you.
It is federally listed, and there are a | ot of places
where the kangaroo rat used to |live, but because of
non-native invasive grasses and weeds, a | ot of those
areas have been taken over, and it's a real issue.

In this case when the range shut down and the
bui | di ngs were denpolished and those materials noved out,
it left some sand that the animals noved into and nade
home. There's a very small population in this area.
And, you know, one of the goals working with the Service
and working with our own biologist was that we
established was trying to create nore habitat while we
were cleaning up all of the |ead-contan nated areas.

So there's about, | think, all together at this
site between eight and nine acres of inprovenent that

have been made, and we'll see what happens in tine, see
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if those little buggers cone back in and nake hone out
of eight or nine acres instead of just one or two.

CHAI RPERSON BANI'S: Is there going to be
revegetation?

MR. STERLING  There is. W have a
subcontractor. The prine contractor has renoved the
bi g, heavy yell ow equi pnent and gone honme, but they have
a sub, a conservation group there in the Santa Ana River
bottom that will begin work in Novenber. And they've
al ready been working towards this project and collecting
nati ve seeds and native plants, and they've got sone
potted plants growing in a greenhouse setting. And |ike
| mentioned, about Novenber they'l|l be out there working
away, trying to get this place up and runni ng again.

CHAI RPERSON BANI' S: How many days were -- the
yel | ow equi pnrent, how many days were they noving
material to nove as nuch material as was noved on that
site?

MR. STERLING  So the chall enge here was water.
The contractor noved in two very | arge excavators and
three m ning haul trucks, articulating haul trucks. But
they were able to nove nore material and to create nore
dust than what one water truck can keep up, so we had to
sl ow down after about the first three days and bring in

a second water truck to keep up. Once that second water
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truck cane onsite, then the whole process of start to
finish | asted about six, nmaybe seven weeks.

CHAI RPERSON BANI' S:  Cool .

Questions? Comments? Floor's open.

MEMBER HOLLI DAY: | have a question, and it
seenmed |i ke that shooting range had been there for a
long tinme, not that |I'ma shooter. But did they nove
t hat soneplace? |s there another place where people can
have shooting?

MR. STERLING  That's a good question. This
group running this range di sbanded after the litigation
action, and this range will never be reopened again
because of its proximty to houses. However, for
shot gun sports, probably less than a mle and a half
away to the south is another shotgun range that is open
to the public.

And then if you go east up the 210 and the 215,
there's Lytle Creek shooting range, which is a public
range for all disciplines, conpetition and public
shooting. And then there's also the new Route 66
shooting park, which is open to the public in al

disciplines. So while this shut down, there are others

that took up that slack within, | would say, |less than
ten mles.
MEMBER HOLLI DAY: That's good. | see that this
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society is -- just like there's places where we used to
ri de notorcycles and, you know, you couldn't ride them

t here because you were damagi ng the property. Then they
cone in with houses, and they take and cut the hills to
not hi ng and build houses on there, but we couldn't ride
not orcycl es on there, but we can destroy the |and and
put houses on there. Just a little bit interesting,
anyway.

Thank you very much. Looks like an interesting
pr oj ect.

MR. STERLING  Yeah, thanks. It was. W even
had sonme ol dtinmers cone out that had shot there way back
then and tell us about the days, you know, when they
were a kid shooting with their dads and grandpas and
stuff. So it was a really interesting project. |
really hate seeing these old gun ranges go, but this one
was just located in a bad area.

MEMBER HOLLI DAY: Yeah, back in '40 there
wasn't nmuch going on there.

MR. STERLI NG Ri ght .

CHAI RPERSON BANI'S: The floor is open.
Questions, comments? Good. Thank you.

| appreciate it, Sterling. N ce presentation.
Good vi deo.

MR. STERLI NG Randy, thanks. Thanks,
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everyone. Have a good afternoon.

MEMBER HOLLI DAY: Thank you.

CHAI RPERSON BANI'S: Let's continuing forging
ahead today. We'll retain our break at 2:15.

The next itemon our agenda is to discuss other
i ssues that we would like to have on the agenda for
future neetings. Qur next neeting is scheduled for the
weekend of Decenmber 9th and 10th in tentatively the
Ri dgecrest area. If we're fortunate enough to neet in
person and have a field trip, that's where we will be,
in Ridgecrest. Often our agenda itens are influenced by
where we hold our neetings, but we don't know if we'l
be doi ng anot her Zoom neeting or not. | hope not.

But that said, I'"'mgoing to open up the fl oor
if there's itens that have conme up since our previous
meetings, if there are itens that have cone up that our
DAC nenbers want to add to the list of issues to
consi der.

MEMBER HOLLIDAY: 1'd like to propose -- |I'm
kind of into solar plants here. And | would like to
kind of get sonme -- | have sonme comments that | would
like to see addressed, and | can send a copy of this to
sonmebody, but |I would really like to see what the
criteria is used to approve a plan, you know, how the

government is receiving fees for this land. 1'd like to
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see, does anybody nonitor the results of these fees? Do
the plans nmeet design criteria once they' re in place,
especially for these other plants? Are there any

requi rements for disposal and recycling of this

equi pment ?

One of the biggest problenms with solar plants,
especially photovoltaic now, is what are we going to do
with these plants? They have about a 25-year |ifespan,
and we're kind of getting to the end of that froma | ot
of these way in. W're now getting to the point where
they' re replacing the panels. \Where are they going?
What are we going to do with all of these panels?

And, you know, what happens when they cl ose?
Are they going to go back, and they have to go back in
and re-take care of this land? And that's just kind of
a lot of my concern. | think that we should be | ooking
at that.

| don't know if people are aware, but we have
so many sol ar plants now that the power conpany is
curtailing energy. You can go online and | ook at see
al nost every day they're having to shut these plants
down. The I ndependent System Operator for California
has a website you can go on and | ook at, and you can see
t he amount of energy that's being curtail ed because we

have so many sol ar pl ants.
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We don't have enough transm ssion capacity, and
we don't have enough energy online to control
frequencies, so we're actually shutting down plants. So
if we add nore and nore plants, we're making this
situation worse. Now, we may need this energy in the
future, but what's happening to these plants that are
going in now and we're taking up mllions of acres of
Public Lands that we couldn't use or close or for
what ever reason? Anyway, |'d just like to have a little
more criteria. Are we |ooking at that? Are we | ooking
at any of the issues of having too many power plants or
that they' re going to be curtail ed?

CHAI RPERSON BANI'S: Sort of a post DRECP?

MEMBER HOLLI DAY: Yeah. | nean, we've | ooked

at all these places we're going to put plants. Now we

got too many, and we're shutting down -- people don't
understand. | worked for the power conpany for 30
years. Wen | retired, | was the manager for the

control centers that operate the electrical system and
t he problem that we have is we have to have units that
can nove up and down to control the frequency, as people
don't realize that when you turn your |ights on, we have
to start making it. \Wen you turn your lights off, we
quit making it.

So we have to have plants that can nove up and
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down. Hydro plants, steam plants, can nove up and down,
and these solar plants are not controllable, so we can't
control them So when they conme on, they cone on. So

when we can't use them anynore, we got to turn them off.

l"d like to know what happens, because now
you're telling me that we don't get paid for the
megawatt hours, we get paid by the nmegawatts. So if
t hey got a 500 plant and we have to shut it down for 20
hours a week or 20 hours a nonth, we're not getting the
benefit of the plant, but we're still -- they're just
payi ng the sanme amobunt of noney, so really we should be
| ooking at a way we charge them by the kil owatt hours
t hey produce, because that's what they're really
pr oduci ng.

Anyway, |'d just like to see a little nore
i nformati on about what the criteria is for approving one
of these plants.

CHAI RPERSON BANI' S: Thanks, Dick. Thank you.

The floor is open. O her DAC nenbers?

M5. M YAMATO. Randy, | just wanted to note
that we can have the neeting in person in Decenber, so |
want ed just the DAC nmenbers to be aware that it will be
in person unless we hear otherw se, but we haven't heard
anyt hing saying that it won't be in person in Decenber.

So pl ease keep that in mnd as you guys are thinking
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about agenda itens, et cetera, because there would be a
field trip on that Friday.

And | believe -- | know you said Ri dgecrest,
but I think Mke was saying that it was between
Ri dgecrest and Needles. And with the Mjave Trails
pl anning com ng up, it mght be nice to be in Needles
for that, so, just for that discussion.

CHAI RPERSON BANI'S: Good. Yeah, | concur with
t hat, yeah, yep, because this one was going to be in

Pal m Springs. Very good. WIIl this be an opportunity

to drill down into Mojave Trails planning? It should
be. | guess | saw a nunber of 2023 deliverables on the
timeline, and this nmeeting will be in Decenber, right

before 2023 kicks off. So if the council doesn't m nd
you know, further updates on that nonunent pl anning,
since we will be in the Needl es area. Thoughts?
MEMBER THOWMPSON: Sounds good to nme, Randy.
Yeah, that sounds good to ne. That absolutely makes
sense. | know you know m ght have to | ook at the
geography a little bit to see how feasible it would be,
but | definitely know that, with the DAC s
responsibility to weigh in on recreation fee sites,
going to see sonme of those |ocations and understandi ng
the infrastructure needs relative to the costs and ki nd

of wap our heads a little bit around that on a field
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trip where that's appropriate, that would help ne, |
think, to be better infornmed just to see the sites in
per son.

CHAI RPERSON BANI'S: So that would be sonething
that we would want to do in Barstow, because all of
those are in the Barstow Field O fice projects.
Vhi t ewat er - -

MEMBER THOMPSON:  Yes.

CHAI RPERSON BANI' S: \Whitewater, again, that's
in the Palm Springs district; right? That's right.

MEMBER THOWMPSON: Yeah, that's right. Thanks a
| ot, Randy. That hel ps ground the geography to Barstow
for those things. Sorry. That coment really is for
future things, for future agenda itens and things |ike
that to try to table that for a future neeting. That
woul d be good.

CHAI RPERSON BANI'S: Exactly. Paul, do you have
any interest in some of the mneral and exploratory
projects that -- go ahead.

VEVMBER MARTI N: This would be in the Needl es

area?

CHAI RPERSON BANIS: O if we get up to
Ri dgecrest. These are for general. This isn't
necessarily for the next neeting. |If there's sonething

in the Needl es area, definitely, because that is our
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next one. But if there's other things that you'd |ike
to see that you saw in the reports today, for exanple,
that would make a field trip, I'"'mjust saying, if we're
going to be in Ridgecrest at some point, | just notice
that they do have a good degree of mneral -rel ated
projects, and |I thought that just m ght have your ear.

MEMBER MARTIN: Yeah. [It's very interesting to
hear that placer m ning, you know, is being eval uated
after many, many years. But, yeah, nothing right now.
But having worked a lot in the High Desert area -- and |
do have a |l ot of contacts with the various cement
plants. And if we ever wanted to do a tour of a cenent
pl ant and quarrying operation, you know, | would be able
to get that arranged.

Just a thought, because in the Hi gh Desert
you' ve got several. You've got the Oro Grande, the
Moj ave plants and quarries that we could possibly visit,
you know, at a | ater date.

CHAI RPERSON BANI'S: Does Portland have a quarry
over by Basin Road, Afton Canyon area?

MEMBER MARTIN: The cl osest quarry to there
woul d be the possibly the Oro Grande operations, and
that's a real nice setup where they have a real good
| ookout point, and, you know, you could probably watch a

shot and then take a quick tour around the -- it's a
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state-of-the-art-type cenent operation. And they've
upgraded it quite a bit over the |ast couple of years.
But, you know, | can arrange that if needed.

MEMBER HOLLI DAY: Another interesting thing I'd
be interested to do is the rare earth place. It's in
Mount ai n Springs or Mountain Pass?

MEMBER MARTI N: Yeah. That's -- yeah, the
Mountain Pass rare earths. That's an interesting
project. | don't believe it's on BLM | and, but that
woul d be an interesting one to visit too, but that's
near Stateline, you know, all the way up close to the
Nevada border.

MEMBER HOLLI DAY: Yeah, we were going to do
that when | was on the DAC in 2008 and '09. W were
going to do that. We had a |ady on that was a
geol ogi st .

MEMBER MARTI N.  Yeah, yes.

CHAI RPERSON BANI' S:  Di nah, Di nah Shunway.

MEMBER HOLLI DAY:  Yeah.

MEMBER MARTIN: | know her quite well, and her
husband.

CHAI RPERSON BANI'S: OF course.

MEMBER MARTI N:  Yeah. The one interesting
t hi ng about these rare earths, | don't know if you guys

are aware of this, but the -- | think it's the Arny
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Cor ps of Engi neers was given a project to develop a
refining -- US. refining plant for the rare earth
concentrates produced at the Stateline operations.

And | checked on that, and that is still
ongoi ng. But that's interesting. That would be the
first time that rare earths are actually concentrated in
the United States versus overseas. So that was
sonet hing that is ongoing right now.

MEMBER HOLLI DAY: We're going to need some rare
earths to be able to make batteries in this country.

MEMBER MARTIN:  Yeah, we're going to need both
[ithiumand rare earths. And, of course, | don't know
if you' ve heard about the new patent that Elon Miusk has
out on lithium production, but that's quite interesting.
That's a new devel opnent. And if that goes through and
wor ks, then large areas of California and al so Nevada
coul d be opened up for lithium

MEMBER HOLLI DAY: |Is that the way they're going
to take it out of the stuff they take out of the ground
for the generation plants, that take the water out of
t he ground?

MEMBER MARTI N:  No. Yeah, this process that

El on Musk's conpany has patented uses water basically.

It's a very sinplified process. And -- but, you know,
it's still not in operation yet, so it's being thought
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about now.

MEMBER HOLLI DAY: | understand they think they
can use sonething simlar to that where the water is
bei ng used for geothermal generation and take the
[ithiumout before they reinject the water back in the
ground.

MEMBER MARTI N: Correct, yeah. You can
actually |l ook at the patent online. |It's very
descriptive. But, yeah, it's interesting. And if this
wor ks, then nmuch of the lithiumneeded in this country
can be produced donmestically versus, you know, having to
get it from China or other places |ike that.

MEMBER HOLLI DAY: There's a lot of -- it would
reduce the amount of mning that's required.

MEMBER MARTI N: Yeah, it's a nmuch sinplified
process, causing a |lot |ess damage environnmental ly just
usi ng basically water.

CHAI RPERSON BANI'S: It's been quite sonme tine
since the DAC has had focus topics on mneral extraction
or technologies for that. You know, it's been a while.
And i f obviously conversation is to be had on the topic,
we're having them here today. So thank you, BLM for
t aki ng note on that.

MEMBER MARTI N:  Thank you, Randy.

CHAI RPERSON BANI'S: Oh, absolutely. O her
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t houghts or ideas?

MEMBER FRANCI S:  You could also visit the Boron
mne, too, if that was of interest.

CHAI RPERSON BANI'S: | was going to say Nathan
has a whole -- just outside of Barstow. W could take a

| ook at maybe.

MEMBER MARTIN: Yeah. That's an interesting

operation, too, one of the largest in the world.

CHAI RPERSON BANI S: And | have not seen it.

Shane. Wel |, thanks, Nathan. | think that's a neat

idea too. | think we have the potential for sonme topics

on m neral extraction and focusing even on having a

little focus on the rare earths issue, since it's in so

much of the news.

Well, with that, folks, we are approaching a

break, and we're approaching the |last stretch of our

agenda. |Is there objection to powering through at this

point, or should we take a little bit of an early break?

Di ane, how are you doi ng?

THE REPORTER: |'m doi ng okay, but as far as

your public, they're scheduled to cone on at 2:45. So |

don't know if you need to start that at 2:45.
CHAI RPERSON BANI S: No, that woul dn't

was nore concerned about you needing a break.

be it. [

Just

turning to nmy stenographer. And | don't like to skip
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the breaks for this, because | know the stenographer
needs rest. Her hands need rest, but our nouths nmay
not .

THE REPORTER: | actually got up for a couple
of m nutes during the six-mnute video, so that hel ped.

CHAI RPERSON BANI'S: Woul d there be objections
to us starting the next item the public coment? Kate,
| think we're okay on that?

M5. M YAMATO. So | think we have to start it
at 2:45. | don't know if we can do that earlier.

THE REPORTER: Because sone public m ght just
be planning to conme on at that tine.

M5. M YAMATO. Yeah. So | think we have to
stick to starting at 2:45. So we have a little bit of a
break. We could break until then, because |I think we've
gone through everything el se.

CHAI RPERSON BANI' S:  DAC nenbers? Okay.

THE REPORTER: O you could actually just start
before 2:45, and then people planning to start not until
2:45 could still catch it.

CHAI RPERSON BANI'S:  Well, I'm not hearing any
obj ections. So, Kate, let's foll ow your advice, and
let's break, returning at 2:45 for the public coment
period. Thank you. Great. Be back shortly.

(Afternoon break.)

Page 150

Veritext Lega Solutions
866 299-5127




A W DN

ol

10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24
25

(Chai rperson Banis was absent for the renmai nder
of the nmeeting.)

MEMBER HOLLI DAY: Randy had to get to an
inportant famly function, so I"mgoing to keep track of
you for a few mnutes. | have to ask Matthew how
exactly you go about exactly picking out the people that
want to speak.

DI RECTOR LYNCH: Kate is going to do that for

us.
MS. M YAMATO  Yeah, I'Il call on people as

they raise their hand, and I will open the floor to that

person, and then Matthew will all ow speaki ng access.

We' Il put the tinmer up.

MEMBER HOLLI DAY: Very good. | think we can
start that now. It's 2:46.

MS. M YAMATO. So if you can please raise your
hand if you would |ike to coment, and I will -- when
say your nane, you will be given access. |If you m ssed
t he begi nning part of the neeting, you have three
m nutes, and then if we have tinme at the end of everyone
goi ng, you may have anot her three m nutes.

So all right. | didn't see who -- so |'mjust
going to go in the order. Let's go with Maureen,

Maur een Levitt.

MEMBER HOLLI DAY: Al right.
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MATTHEW G BBS: All right, Maureen, you can

unnut e.

MS. LEVITT: Hi. |'m Maureen Levitt. Can you
hear me?

MEMBER HOLLI DAY:  Yes.

MS. LEVITT: All right. | have a question
about rockhoundi ng out in the East Mjave area. |It's

under BLM managenment. As you can see, it's a huge area.
| have been a rock collector since | came out to
California in the md 1950s. | collect mnerals and
rocks that | ook pretty and whatnot. | belong to several
gem and m neral societies, and | want to be sure that we
will still be able to go to these areas and col |l ect.

It's not like we're a mning operation. W're
not a conpany or anything else. W're just
recreational. W |like to go out in the desert, have
fun, and bring back sanples of where we've been. And we
exi st for educational purposes, too, to show kids, you
know, this is the kind of rocks that formthese other
t hi ngs and what not .

So is that still going to be open to us? WII
the roads be open? WII we be able to go in there, walk
in and di sabl ed access? That's it.

MEMBER HOLLI DAY: |If sonebody can answer her

guestion. \What about Greg? Can you answer her question
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about these areas?

MR. M LLER: Those rock areas -- |'m not sure

exactly where you're tal king about or where you

referring to, but in the Mjave National Preserv
Nati onal Mnunment, there will be -- |I'"msure the
be sone opportunity for rockhoundi ng.

Noel | e G ines-Bovio, who's our national nonunent

manager, she will be able to answer that. | don

re

e -- or
re will
"t think

she's on the call anynore. But from what | understand,

t here should be sone nore opportunities for that
occur in that area.

The plan, the National Mnunent Plan th
they' re proposing, will have those identified,
believe, as areas to be able to do rockhoundi ng
col l ect those precious stones.

M ke, maybe you know a |little bit bette

to

at

and to

r?

MR. AHRENS: Yeah, | can try a little bit.

Yeah, certainly rockhounding is a matter that we
going to address in the plan, the Mjave Trails
We've had a | ot of input fromrockhounds over st

in 2016, so we know it's sonething that's really

're
Pl an.

arting

inportant. The bureau actually just rel eased sonme new

gui dance about rockhoundi ng, and it does not el
that in nonunents, especially if we've covered

plan. And so -- and we don't have any intention

m nat e
t in a

s -- at
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| east at this point, no, we don't have any intentions of
doi ng away with rockhounding. W do need to | ook at the
where and how and how much and those ki nds of questions

as we nove forward through the planning effort.

MEMBER HOLLI DAY:  Maureen, you may want to nmake
sure that you nonitor for the subgroup that's been
generated for the Mdjave Trails National Mnunent.

We're going to have our first -- we've had one neeting,
and we're going to have sonme nore neetings. And so that
w ||l be soneplace where you can | earn about what the

pl anni ng process is for that area.

MS5. LEVITT: \Where do | find that information?

MEMBER HOLLI DAY: It will be on the DAC
website. And | don't know if they're going to have a
list of people like they do for sonme of the other ones,
sonme of the other subgroups, but if you watch the DAC
website, when we have a neeting scheduled, that will be
on there.

MR. AHRENS: And you'll also be able to hear
about the neetings and read the neeting m nutes and what
have you on the Myjave Trails National Monunment BLM web
page.

MS. LEVITT: So the Mpjave Trails one | can
find on the DAC website?

VEMBER HOLLI DAY: Yeah. Just do a search for
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t he DAC, DAC website, BLM DAC, and there will be a link
to the website.
MS. LEVITT: Onh, wonderful. Thank you.

MEMBER HOLLI DAY: (Okay, Kate, can we go to the

next one?

MS. M YAMATO. Ckay. And the next person we

have is Barbara -- | don't want to nmess up your | ast

nanme, but | think it's Schultheis, Schultheis?

MS. SCHULTHEIS: Hi. M nane is

Bar bara Schultheis, and | just want to go on the record

as hoping that you wll

all ow --

continue to all ow

rockhounding in the Mdjave Trails Nationa

It's very inportant
want to state that for
your tine.

MEMBER HOLLI DAY:
with your --

Moj ave Nati ona

i nfornmati on. I

the record. |

Agai n,

Trails Subgroup,

to nme and to ny friends,

Bar bar a,

and that wll

Monunent .

and | just

won't take nore of

stay in touch

wat ch for the Mpyjave Trails Subgroup --

gi ve you

guess they're going to have a website.

| didn't know that. That will be good.
MS. SCHULTHEI S: Ckay. Thank you.
M5. M YAMATO. Okay. Next up is Linda Castro.
M5. CASTRO. Hi. [|I'mLinda Castro. I'mwth
CalWld. | have a question for Carl. 1Is he still on?
MR. SYMONS: Yes.
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MS. CASTRO Oh, hi, Carl. | think |I heard you
say -- and if I"'mwong, then please tell nme. | think
heard you say that you guys are going to be working on
four WI derness managenent plans. |s that what you
sai d?

MR. SYMONS: Yeah. It's actually going to be
they're going to be conbined all into one, all their --
all the Bright Star and the neighboring w | dernesses,
yes, because they're so simlar. But yes, we will be --
Marty's doing the character reports, updating those
ri ght now, and then she'll be starting on that in fiscal
year '23.

M5. CASTRO Okay. Do you recall the nanes of
all four? | know Bright Star. 1Isn't there a --

MR. SYMONS: | don't know the four off top of
my head. It's Bright Star. | believe that -- | don't
want to give you the wong ones, but | can send you
the -- 1 can send you the e-mail that will have the ones
that Marty is looking to put into the plan.

M5. CASTRO  That would be great. And then do
you have any -- do you antici pate when you'll have a
public neeting and public coment period, just a general
i dea? Like a year fromnow, two years from now?

MR. SYMONS: | would say probably late spring,

early sumrer.
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M5. CASTRO O this year?

MR. SYMONS: O '23. That would be --

M5. CASTRO. Oh, yeah, this is already fall.
Sorry. Okay. Thanks, Carl. That's it.

MR. SYMONS: Thanks.

M5. M YAMATO. Ckay. Thank you, Linda.

And next up we have Laura Cunni ngham

MS. CUNNI NGHAM  Hello. | just have a quick
guestion for Barstow. There's a borderline solar
proj ect application sonewhere on the California-Nevada
border, and |I'm wondering if it's in Stewart Valley or
Pahrunp Valley in California. Thank you.

MR. CROFT: |I'Il have to check on that. I'm
not aware of that particular project.

MEMBER HOLLI DAY: Brian, where would that
I nformati on be where she could | ook that up?

MR. CROFT: [I'll have to look it up and get
back to you. |'m not exactly sure. Maybe G eg knows.

MR. M LLER  Yeah, so |I believe the borderline
solar facility is in Nevada, so the Southern Nevada
District is going to be handling the application for
t hat .

MS. CUNNI NGHAM  The gen-tie |line for that
solar project is in Nevada, but this one is in DRECP

California. | just wanted to know where. | don't have
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a map. Thank you.

MR MLLER Okay. |I'mnot famliar with that
project at all. If it's on private, then we woul dn't
know where it's at, because | haven't heard of that
project yet. But |I will ask Brandon Anderson, who is
our project support manager. He'll be able -- he should
be able to know if that project is an application on BLM

| ands or proposing on BLM I ands, and then | can ask him

to check it out, and we'll have sone nore i nformation on
it. And you would probably ook -- if you were | ooking
for -- if it's not -- if we don't know about it on the

Desert District, then we wouldn't have a list of it
anywhere in our database, but | can check to see.
Ot herwise it would be on LR2000, Legacy Rehost 2000, and
you can | ook for it on that application.

MS. CUNNI NGHAM  Okay. Thank you very nuch.

MS. M YAMATO. Ckay. Thank you, Laura.

And next up we have Ruth Hidalgo. Ruth, the
floor is yours.

M5. HIDALGO. Hi. First off I have a question.
Can the DAC and the BLM see who fromthe public is
attendi ng the Zoom neetings? The public can only see
your participants. W can't see other people. Can you
guys see who's here fromthe public?

MEMBER HOLLI DAY: | don't know.
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DI RECTOR LYNCH: Yes, we can. So if we click
on the participants, it breaks it down, the panelists
versus the public.

MS. HI DALGO. Okay. Thank you. And
appreci ate the opportunity to comment. Frankly | | oathe
having to do so via Zoom Commrenting now on sonet hing
you all discussed five hours ago just feels renoved from
the content. | urge you to get the DAC back to
i n-person neetings. | knowit's not as convenient for
t hose of you that work at the BLM and have to be there
on the weekends, but it's inperative to engaging the
public, which is what these neetings are intended to do.

| attended my first DAC neeting just after the
Moj ave Trails National Mnunment was decl ared by
proclamation. | had no experience with public neetings
and absolutely no idea how our |and use plans or
managenent wor ked. \When | comrented, ny voice cracked.
It mght still be doing that.

When | got to ask about doi ng what we could do
about keeping the best rockhoundi ng in Southern
California open, tears welled up in ny eyes, in as | had
personal ly connected with those | ands. The DAC nade ne
feel wel come, and they didn't make ne feel uneducated or
nai ve. They asked questi ons.

But then Barstow field manager, Katrina Synons,
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approached ne after the neeting, gave ne sone tips, and
told me to stay involved. Here | amsix years |ater.
don't believe I would be here if that neeting had been
via Zoom There's no substitute for seeing faces of the
public when they coment and personal engagenent that
occurs in personal neetings.

Next, | do appreciate Noelle attendi ng the DAC
neeting, and it's unfortunate she's not here. | have
some comments and questions for her that | guess |'l
have to e-mail her on.

The DAC does do a great job of making sure that
the lingo fromthe BLM gets translated. | know that
bot h Randy and Carl have hel ped translate things for ne
in the past, and | really appreciate that. | did see
Nat han was back, and I'mglad to see that he's back on
the DAC. It gives ne an opportunity to thank himfor
the opportunity to collect on the dunps of the m ne out
there on Boron. W really appreciate that.

Brian fromBarstow? |[|s it Brian that's the
field manager there now?

MR. CROFT: Yeah.

M5. HHDALGO |Is he still here?

MR. CROFT: Yes. o ahead.

M5. HI DALGO Before Katrina left, she

mentioned at a previous DAC neeting a sol ar project
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going in just outside the western border of

Moj ave Trails National Mnunent, the Pisgah Crater. She
e-mail ed or copy e-mailed to Jeff and asked himto keep
me informed. | haven't heard anything. Do you know the
status of that?

MR. CROFT: | do not know the status of that
proj ect, no.

MS. HI DALGO. Okay. Perhaps | can try
e-mai ling and touch base with you on that?

MR. CROFT: Yeah, yeah, if you want to send ne
an e-mail on it, | can check on the status of it.

MS. HI DALGO. Okay. Thank you. | appreciate
that. And Shelly, it's nice to neet you. Wlconme to
Cal i forni a.

MS. M YAMATO. Thank you, Ruth.

Let's nove to Lisbet Thoresen. You have the
floor.

M5. THORESEN: Can you hear ne?

MEMBER HOLLI DAY:  Yes.

MS. THORESEN. Great. Thank you. Listen,

t hank you so nuch for neeting on this beautiful

Saturday. |I'min Tenecula. |It's actually a really nice
day here today. M ght be where you are, too, so thank
you to the BLM staff and to the DAC council nmenbers who

showed up today. And welcome, Shelly. Welconme to the
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Desert District, and welcone to California.

Based on the coments fromearlier, | concur
with everything that Ruth said, and | realize that it's
not in the hands or the choice of the BLMto have these
Zoom neetings, that this is dictated from Washi ngton
But we really do need to have those in-person neetings,
and we really look forward to them

And it would be very nice to know how nmany
people are participating. Wen you used to stand inside
a live neeting, you could | ook around the room and
you' d recogni ze, oh, these are the conservation people,
and here are sone rockhounds. And we sort of m ss that
conpletely nowin this sort of disassociated,

di senbodi ed environment. So we | ook forward to live
neeti ngs.

| wanted to say that, if | understand correctly
based on what Randy was saying this norning, that
wi t hout a quorum present of nmenbers, of DAC nenbers,
that the DAC can't make recommendations to the BLM So
| take this to nmean transitively that the public
comments submtted at this neeting and neetings like it
that are submtted to the DAC will not or cannot be
assimlated into any recomendati ons that they m ght
then take and forward to the BLM So this is really a

concerni ng thing.
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| really hope to see JimBagley return as a DAC
member. | always appreciated his thoughtful ness and his
comments and his sober perspective. Billy Mtchell,
Jayne Powel |, Dan Tayl or, past and current DAC nenbers
who we really need to see at future nmeetings, especially
as we wind our way forward to the finish line for
drafting a final management plan for Mojave Trails.
These nmenbers have al ways contri buted thoughtful input,
and | really m ssed them here today. W need them W
need you. So we hope to see you next tine.

| hope | get totalk a little bit |onger if
there aren't too many people, Kate, because |I've hung in
t here the whol e darn day.

I"d also like to say that Noelle unfortunately
isn't here. | was really, really happy to see her
finally make an introduction of herself as the
Moj ave Trails manager here at the DAC neeting.

The next 24 nonths are just going to go
running, fleeting by in no time at all. W really,
really do need to have regul ar updates at the DAC. This
is the venue where rockhounds and people who are
interested are used to being able to conme and get
information fromthe BLM be educated about what's goi ng
on, and have the opportunity to give feedback and

conmment .
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And, you know, there are so many peopl e who
have been waiting on tenterhooks for the |ast six years
over Mojave Trails, and I'mjust going to rem nd the BLM
what then DAC chairman Leslie Barrett had said way back,
t hat, when you do Mojave Trails, that the transparency
and the quality of comrunication is going to be
incredi bly inportant, because there isn't a great
hi story of that. That was when Leslie Barrett was
chairing the DAC then.

So he adnoni shed the council, and he
admoni shed -- or he adnoni shed the BLM be sure that the
communi cation is really, really good, because there are
a | ot of people here who really want to hear and want to
partici pate and give input.

It's our understanding that Mjave Trails was
supposed to be a blueprint for all other nonunents that
are under nmanagenent by the BLMin the United States
t hr oughout the country, the opportunity to get it right
in balancing the m xed uses and gi ve acconmodati ons
where they have been lacking in the past, especially for
rockhounding. So it isn't only inportant for
Mojave Trails, it's really inportant as a benchmark for
the way that BLM adm nisters --

MEMBER HOLLI DAY: Thank you.

M5. M YAMATO Li sbet, if we have time at the
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end, we will give you three nore mnutes. But for other
people's time, we're going to nove on to the next
person.

Maur een Levitt.

MS. LEVITT: | have a question. The lady that
just spoke said that, because you don't have a quorum
does that really mean that our coments will not go on
public record?

MEMBER HOLLI DAY: Well, | don't know that.
Maybe Shelly or Greg can answer that. But we'll have a
transcript of this nmeeting, and it should be posted
online. So your coments should be in that. That's why
we have a court reporter that is taking all the
i nformati on.

MR. MLLER And all public comments will be
going on record. Like Randy said earlier, it's just
sone of the decisions that are going to be made during
t he DAC or any kind of -- what do you call it? -- vote,
we'll say, |like, that cannot be done w thout a quorum
But all comrents are going up on record.

MS. LEVITT: Okay, because like the others

earlier, I do want to be on record that | support the
rockhounding. [It's very inportant to us, and al so on
the question will we still be able to trailer our horses

in up there and ride horses in the area?
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MS. M YAMATO  Thank you, Maureen. We'll nove
on to Anitra Kass.

MS. KASS: Great. Thank you. So ny nane is
Anitra Kass, and | amthe Southern California regiona
representative for Pacific Crest Trail Association, the
PCTA. So first, of course, want to wel come Shelly.
It's been a while since we collaborated on an issue in
t hat southern term nus area where a contractor was

bl ocki ng access to the southern term nus of the

Pacific Crest National Scenic Trail. 1t was inportant
wor k, but | am hopeful that we will get to work on stuff
that's, like, alittle nmore -- I'"musing air quotes --

fun, as we continue our work together.

Anot her ki nd of update for everybody on this
call, we have sonme staffing changes that nmi ght be
relevant to the work that people here are doing. So
just to |l et people know, my counterpart in the
Sout hern Sierra has nmoved on to work with a | and
conservancy, so Ben Barry is no |onger with PCTA
Unl ess we hire a new regional representative, we wll be
ki nd of dispersing responsibilities anong the current
staff, specifically nyself; our regional trai
st ewardshi p coordinator, Mchelle D Meglio; our director
of trail operations, Jennifer Tripp; and our associate

director of trail operations, Justin Kooyman. So if
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you' re not sure who to contact about sonething dealing
with the PCT, you can always ask nme or Jennifer, and we
can di sperse that inquiry as needed.

So | am |l ooking forward to working with Carl
and the staff at Ridgecrest again. |It's been a few
years since |'ve worked with them but happy to do that
again. You're stuck with nme again, Carl, at least for a
little bit.

Al so thanks for bringing it up earlier, Jack.
The cattle situation that is going on in
VWi t ewat er Canyon and into the other canyons in the area
is inpacting the PCT as well. So | would really love it
if, Tim maybe you could help facilitate some sort of an
i n-person partners neeting to update, brainstorm W
could | end support. It's a really inportant issue, and
so | would |love to see that.

And then finally | just want to appreciate
Noel |l e's presentation earlier. The PCT doesn't go
t hrough that nonunent, but as a Public Lands nerd,
certainly appreciate that presentation, and |I'm hopef ul
that, when the tine arrives, we m ght see presentations
for Sand to Snow Monument and for the Whitewater CRMWP.
So, recognizing, of course, those are interagency as
well. So thank you so much

MS. M YAMATO. Thank you, Anitra.
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Next up we have Jennifer Haley. Jennifer, you
have the fl oor.

MATTHEW G BBS: Jennifer, you're still on nute.
You can use the unnmute button on the bottomleft of your
Zoom screen.

MS. HALEY: There we go.

MATTHEW G BBS:  Thanks.

MS. HALEY: Jennifer Haley, California
Federati on of M neral ogical Societies and also the
Ameri can Lands Access Associ ati on.

First, I"mjust really happy to hear that
there's no intention to do away with rockhounding in the
monunment. That just really thrills ne. And | know al
t he rockhounds, even across the country, are going to be
thrilled to know that. It's a first.

And | wanted to tell you that | was at the
first educational sessions that you had, and today's
al so, that you're just great people to work with, and
really appreciate that. And | |earned a | ot today about
so many different things.

And | wasn't sure if | understood sonething

correctly. WIIl the DAC subgroup, which I'm happy to

hear you've got -- will they have a website, or is that
going to be, like, on a DAC website? | didn't hear that
clearly.
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MR. AHRENS: Let nme go ahead and say just a few
wor ds about this, since we've had so many interested in
rockhounding. Yes, there is a Mdjave Trails website on
the BLM and under the Desert District. Kate m ght be
able to point us there better. So there is that
website. The information fromthe 2016 envi sioning
sessions are on there. The processes, information that
cane fromthe Zoom sessions we had earlier this year
will be posted in there, and m nutes fromthe subgroup
meeting and all that will be posted there as well. So |
encourage you to check in, surf around, find that, and
make it a favorite there.

And then let me also just share, you know, that
genst ones are an object of the Mdjave and not identified
in the proclamation. So -- and rockhoundi ng, the
coll ection of genstones, is a value and al so recogni zed
by the proclamation. So our challenge in the plan is to
protect that value and al so protect the genstones so
that that's an activity that can occur, you know, in
perpetuity. So, you know, the challenge is being able
to show that we can actually manage that in that manner.

MS. HALEY: Thank you.

MR. AHRENS: Thank you. ©h, and al so quorum or
no quorum we hear you

MS. HALEY: Thank you.
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MEMBER HOLLI DAY: Is there anybody el se? On,
there we go. Got another one. Lisbet can have sone
nore tine.

MS. THORESEN:. Thanks very nuch. So, for
Maur een, the San Diego M neral Gens Society puts out a
bulletin. | prepare a report of every neeting -- every
DAC neeting | attend in the follow ng nonth, which
usually cones out in the early in the nonth. This nonth
it will conme out around the tenth. And you can go to
SDMG. org and sign up for a free newsletter, which wll
give you a link to the reports. And | amgoing to
funnel as much information as | can, as many i nterest
inquiries for Mojave Trails and that subgroup to
Gregor Losson, and hopefully he'll formalize some way of
people getting access to himdirectly. He is the
rockhound representative now on that subgroup.

M ke Ahrens, thanks very much for your comrent
with regard to treating the collecting as a --
rockhounding as a value. | would draw attention to
anyone who's not famliar with it, that in the last few
weeks the final rule for the Pal eontol ogi cal Resources
Preservati on Act was published. The final comrent
period closes in a few days, and then that wll be
enshrined as a rule.

And many rockhounds participated and supported
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t he Southern California Pal eontol ogical Society in their
very good comment |etter about the proposed rule, which
had a lot of really inpractical, draconian,
count er productive recommendations in the rule. And we
were very surprised, many of us, when we saw the final
rule conme out, to see how very acconmmodating it was in
that they seemto have taken to heart a lot of the
practical criticisns that we had and a nore expansive,
actually, attitude about making -- collecting
pal eont ol ogi cal resources, just nore efficacious,
easi er.

The reason |'mbringing this up here, there's
you know, the Marble Mountains trilobites in
Moj ave Trails is not so nuch about the pal eontol ogi cal
resources, but what was interesting about the PRPA final
rule is that it had generalized | anguage about
collecting. And, you know, the npbst restrictive rules
about collecting apply to pal eontol ogi cal resources, and
yet here was sone nore expansive | anguage that was much
nore accommodati ve and was generalized such that one
could treat it as being applicable to other collecting
activies; i.e., rockhoundi ng.

So | would very much like to suggest that
Noel l e and the BLMturn their attention to what was

witten in this law, the PRPA, and that's docunent
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nunber Federal Register 87, F, |like Frank, R, like
Robert, 47296, because we've had sone really useful --

M5. M YAMATO | have to nove to the next
person. Thank you.

MEMBER HOLLI DAY: Thank you.

MS. M YAMATO. Al right. Mke Nelson, you're
up.

MR. NELSON: | live in Col orado Springs, and
|''m here to coment again about paleo collection on the
monunent in the managenent plan. |'ve been invol ved
with BLM and collecting since, | believe, 1967 in
Sout hwestern Wom ng. Wien | was collecting vertebrate
fossil, then the permt system was, what's your nane and
address? VWhat are you going to do with the fossils?
Later on I helped with some of the BLM stations in Utah
wite permts out. Sonetinmes | wote the permts.
Someti mes we crossed out the grazing pernmts and put in
collecting fossils.

But what brought this up is the other day I
spent about four cups of coffee, strong coffee, reading
that entire file, or final rule, put out by the BLM
And | have a great deal of respect for BLM enpl oyees who
have to read the Federal Register all the tine or wite
for the Federal Register.

But | read it all, and the thing that strikes
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me is that BLM has the authority to allow casua
collecting of invertebrate fossils. And | don't want

t hat taken away when national nonunents that are run by
the BLM are established. | work with a |lot of rock and
m neral clubs around the country trying to explain what
t he Federal Register says.

So anyway, | think that it's very inportant
that it goes in the nmanagenent plan, the rules that the
BLM have out there today in that final rule, that casual
collecting is all owed.

The other thing I'mvery interested in is
movi ng, collecting of invertebrate fossils and plants
away from any connection to archaeol ogy or cul tural
resources. It's not a part of archaeology. |It's not a
part of cultural resources. And sonetinmes it's stuck in
there, and people get m xed up about, he's out there
collecting fossils, probably picking up arrowheads or
sonething. But nove it away, and put it in recreational
activities.

And the other thing is, when you go through the
BLM website for the Mojave Trails National Mnunment, put
the information, the exact information about collecting
invertebrate fossils on the website where people can see
it, where they can understand it, and they know what and

what they cannot do.
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So ny tinme's up. Thank you very nuch.

MEMBER HOLLI DAY: Thank you.

MS. M YAMATO. Thank you, M ke.

Li nda Castro, the floor is yours again.

MS. CASTRO  Thank you. Linda Castro,
assi stant policy director for Cal WId.

Just wanted to say a couple of things based on
sone coments that |'ve heard since | |ast spoke. First
of all, I forgot to say thank you to BLM staff and thank
you to DAC nenbers for taking the tinme today and ot her
days when you do this work. It's greatly appreciated.

Randy's comment, | think, was a little bit
confusing to sone fol ks, the comment about the |ack of a
quorum so | just wanted to add to that. A lack of a
guorum neans that the DAC can't nmke reconmendations to
BLM  And one of the major reasons there is that |ack of
guorum it has nothing to do with local staff. It has
nothing to do with -- or, well, not -- well, never m nd.
"1l try to explain this. Not the DAC s fault.

VWhat happened was, in the prior adm nistration,
the prior Secretary of Interior put a pretty |engthy
hold on all Resource Advisory Councils, including the
DAC, and so things were on hold, | forget how |l ong. And
maybe others can renmenber, but it was a good anmount of

time where no neetings were held, nobody was consi dered
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to be on the DAC or anything |ike that.

So that really put a big danper on the DAC s
ability to conduct business. So | just want folks to
understand it was nuch higher up than the fol ks here,
and it was in the prior admnistration. And so |I'm
| ooking forward to the DAC being able to becone filled
with menbers and being able to do its work like it's
meant to do. Thanks.

M5. M YAMATO  Thanks, Linda.

Next we have David Kuskie. You have the floor.

MR. KUSKIE: COkay. Hear nme now? Yes. Okay.
Good.

H. This is Dave Kuskie. |I'mwth the
Ameri can Sand Association. |'m executive director.
Been involved with ASA now for just a couple of years.
Prior to that | was in the off-road industry supplying
tires and wheels not just to off-road enthusiasts but a
| ot of the rockhoundi ng.

It's really refreshing to see all the
passi onate rockhoundi ng people that are on this call and
on this nmeeting. | used to run into a lot of them off
inthe trails and sit and talk to them about access,
because we need access for all, not just access for
certain groups, because if we |ose access, all groups

| ose access, so it's real inportant to renenber that.

Page 175

Veritext Lega Solutions
866 299-5127




A W DN

ol

10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24
25

But thank you for all your passion here, and
|"ve really enjoyed this neeting today and | earned a | ot
today. So thank you for your tinme. Have a great day.

M5. M YAMATO. Thanks, Dave.

Next up we have Maureen Levitt again.

MS. LEVITT: | think I had nyself nuted when
was aski ng about the equestrian access to the area.

WIl we still be able to trailer our horses in and ride
in the East Mpjave area, or will it be protected in sone
areas because of the habitat and the animals, plants,
and stuff that are grow ng out there?

MR. AHRENS: Equestrian use isn't a topic |'ve
heard raised a lot. | think it's certainly sonething
the plan will want to look at. And so, yeah, we'l
i nclude that as we go through the planning process.

MS. LEVITT: Thank you.

MS. M YAMATO. Al right. Thanks, Maureen.

And we are at the end of our coment period. | don't
see any other hands. So I'll turn it back over to you,
Di ck.

MEMBER HOLLI DAY: Well, | see Billy Mtchel
cone back on there. Do you have sonmething that -- we're
j ust about done here, Billy. | want to also |et
everybody know, as far as the quorum we have -- |ike

everybody has kind of figured out now, we haven't had a
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quorum for several years, and hopefully we'll be getting
sone nmenbers on if people can get processed through. It
takes a long tinme. | know I signed up and didn't hear
anything from anybody for a year. So anyway, that would
be good.

Do you have anything you want to say before we
finish here, Billy?

MATTHEW G BBS: Billy, you're nuted.

MEMBER HOLLI DAY: You're nmuted there, Billy.
You got to unnmute your thing. Push your little button
down. It's in the |lower |eft-hand corner.

MEMBER M TCHELL: | had an issue with nmy eyes
and sone poi son, and ny daughter could just barely get
here right now, so it was kind of hard getting this
hooked up for ne.

But the only issues | really would have is
checki ng on year-round grazing for that one ranch, how
they were going to -- how Barstow was progressing on
that. | imgine they can tell ne.

MR. CROFT: What was the question on it?

MEMBER M TCHELL: Can you hear?

MEMBER HOLLI DAY: Question on grazing.

MEMBER M TCHELL: On the Round Mountain
Al'lotment. That's what | was curious, how Barstow --

how they were progressing on it with Jack Hanby.

Page 177

Veritext Lega Solutions
866 299-5127




A WD

ol

10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24
25

MR. CROFT: That I'mnot certain of. 1'll have
to check. | gave an update earlier on that, the

Mount ain Grazing Allotnment Fencing EA that's been

released. |'Il have to check on it and get back to you.
MEMBER M TCHELL: Ckay. That's fine. |I'm
sorry | was late, | really am This won't happen again.

MEMBER HOLLI DAY: Do we have any ot her w ap-up
or closing remarks here? Do any of the DAC nenbers have
any closing remarks?

Paul , anyt hing? Paul.

MEMBER MARTI N: Nope.

MEMBER HOLLI DAY: Do you got anything el se,
Billy?

MEMBER M TCHELL.: No, no. I'mfine. Thank
you.

MEMBER HOLLI DAY: Okay, Jack, you're done?
Jack, do you have anything further to say?

MEMBER THOWMPSON: Hey, sorry about that.
Conputer madness. No. | just wanted to say thank you
to everybody for all the patience and thoughtful ness.

We really, really appreciated it. | know that everybody
gave their Saturday up for this, and it's wonderful to
see so much good energy going towards the desert that we
| ove so much. And communi cation and col | aboration is

really what makes things happen, so | really appreciate

Page 178

Veritext Lega Solutions
866 299-5127




© 00 N oo o b~ wWw N

O T N N T e e e R R R N T
o b~ W N P O © 0O N OO 0o &~ W N +—» O

everybody engaging. It means a lot to ne. Thank you
al | .

MEMBER HOLLI DAY: Al right. Well, | thank
everybody for being here, and hopefully we'll see
everybody in person here in Decenmber. W need to get
back to -- |like everybody says, get back to sone real
meetings and get sone nore direct connection between
people. All right. So | think we're done here.

MEMBER M TCHELL: Thank you.

DI RECTOR LYNCH: Thanks, everybody, for

joining. We'Ill adjourn the neeting.

(The neeting was concluded at 3:29 p.m)

---000- - -
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MOTI ONS

(No notions were nade, and no votes were taken.)
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CERTI FI CATE

|, Diane Carver Mann, C.S.R No. 6008, in and
for the State of California, do hereby certify:

That the foregoing pages were taken down by ne
in shorthand at the tinme and place stated herein, via
Zoom t echnol ogy, and represent a true and correct
transcript of said proceedings.

| further certify that | amnot interested in
t he event of the action.

Wtness ny hand this 14th day of Septenber, 2022.

B N
Certified Shorthand

Reporter in and for the
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