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Accomplishments

The San Juan Islands National Monument had a successful 2021 season with a variety
of accomplishments. This year saw the return of the very popular docent programs on
Stuart and Patos islands. On Stuart Island, docents at Turn Pointl led by the dynamic
Jim and Linda Bergquist of the Turn Point Lighthouse Preservation Societyl treated
16,385 visitors to a world class tour of the light station. The Keepers of the Patos Light
provided a similar experience to over 10,000 visitors to Patos Island.

An era ended in2021 with local resident Asha Lela stepping down as the coordinator of
the BLM Lopez Volunteer Monitors. Asha was afierce advocate for the monument
designation and has continued to show her dedication as a leader of the passionate
volunteer monitoring crew. The BLM looks forward to continuing to work with this
important partner group as it enters its next chapter .




Challenges

As well as accomplishments, the monument had its challenges in 2021. The departure
of long time Monument Manager , Marcia deChadenedes, in December of 2020 left the
monument with one employee to fill the roles of Outdoor Recreation Planner and
Monument Manager. This necessitated an in-depth look at what truly could and could
not be accomplished on the monument.

A mostly user-created and inherited network of trails continue s to pose challenges,
especially during the rainy months. Even during the wet winter months, monument
trails on Lopez Island continue to receive substantial use. This, combined with several
unsustainable trail layouts, led to substantial erosion during the winter months. After
the much-anticipated signing of the record of decision for the San Juan Islands National
Monument Resource Management Plan, the BLMwill work with partners and the public
to address these issues through implementation -level trail planning.

An ever-present challenge for the BLM monument staff is the task of managing 1,000
acres spread across 76 rocks, islands, reefs, and headlands. The logistics of managing
the monument can be complex. Themp o v n f aualuablé partnerships with the other
land managing agencies and its top-notch volunteers make this challenge much less
daunting.




Visitors

The San Juan Islands National Monument had 117,902 visits in 2021. Another boating
season with the Canadian border and waters closed due to the COVID19 pandemic
meant increased traffic for the outer islands of the monument. In 2020, the outer island
campgrounds cooperatively managed with Washington State Parks were closed for a
good portion of the boating season , leading to reduced numbers. In 2021, these
campgrounds were open and very popular with boaters unable to access Canadian
waters. The docent programs described above provided education and interpretation
for a steady stream of visitors to these outer islands. Trail and traffic counters on the
ferry-served islands showed a similar increase in traffic.




