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Attachment 1 – Verification of Eligibility Procedure 
 

Prior to issuing a lease, approving a transfer of interest or ownership, approving an agreement, 

approving an agreement successor operator, acceptance of a surety bond, or awarding other 

nonprocurement transactions1, the Bureau of Land Management (BLM) must complete the 

following steps to ensure the entity and its principal are not federally suspended, debarred, or 

otherwise ineligible.  

 

Verification Process 

The following process supplies step by step guidance on how to verify that the BLM may award 

a nonprocurement transaction to an entity and its principal/representative. If the Federal 

Government suspended, debarred, voluntarily excluded, or disqualified an entity and/or its 

principal/representative, then the BLM must deny the issuance, assignment or transfer of the 

lease, agreement, surety bond or other nonprocurement award to that entity.  

 

Step 1: Check the Federal Government’s Suspension and Debarment List on the System 

for Award Management (SAM) 

 

A. Navigate to the SAM website by clicking the SAM.gov link.  

 
B. Select the Search tab on the webpage.  

 
 

 
1 Nonprocurement transactions included by this policy are, but are not limited to, Federal acquisition of a leasehold 

interest or any other interest in real property; concession contracts, dispositions of Federal real and personal property 

and natural resources; and any other nonprocurement transaction between the Department and a person under 2 

C.F.R. § 1400.970; and grants, cooperative agreements, scholarships, fellowships, contracts of assistance, loans, 

loan guarantees, subsidies, insurances, payments for specified uses and donation agreements under 2 C.F.R. § 

180.970.  

 

Transactions that are not covered are listed at 2 C.F.R. §§1400.215 and 180.215 and include, but are not limited to, 

transactions entered into pursuant to Public Law 93-638; under natural resource management programs, permits, 

licenses, exchanges, and other acquisitions of real property, rights-of-way and easements; transactions concerning 

mineral patent claims entered into pursuant to 30 U.S.C. 22, et seq.; water service contracts and repayment entered 

into pursuant to 43 U.S.C. § 485;  a benefit to an individual as a personal entitlement without regard to the 

individual’s present responsibility (but benefits received in an individual’s business capacity are not excepted); a 

permit, license, certificate or similar instrument issued as a means to regulate public health, safety or the 

environment, unless a Federal agency specifically designates it to be a covered transaction; and a direct award to a 

foreign government, a public international organization; and an entity owned in whole or in part or controlled by a 

foreign government. 

https://sam.gov/content/home
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C. Select the “+” sign next to “Select Domain” 

 
 

D. Select “Entity Information” in the Select Domain field.  

 
 

E. Select “Exclusions” in the same field after selecting the heading of “Entity Information.” 
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F. If searching for the principal/representative, scroll down and select the “Excluded 

Individual” section and enter the first and last name.  
 

 
 

G. If searching for a company, scroll down and select the “Excluded Entity” section and 

enter the company’s name in the Entity Name field. 

 
 

Note: Include only the name as SAM may abbreviate some aspects of the company name 
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(e.g., Incorporated, LLC, etc.) differently.  

 
H. SAM will return a list of either individuals or entities that are suspended, debarred, 

voluntarily excluded, or disqualified from acquiring a lease interest with the Federal 

Government. Review the list and review the specific information on the exclusion if the 

entity is on the list with the statement “Exclusion.” 

 
 

I. Review the Exclusion Details section after selecting the entity or individual’s name. In 

some instances, the exclusion or disqualification can be specific to an agency or location 

and would not apply to the action under consideration. Please see the example of a 

facility specific exclusion below.  

 
 

J. If there is no entity that matches your entity’s name, then SAM should return a statement 

of “No matches found.”  

 
 

     H.  Follow all Step 1 procedures for the entity and principal(s). 
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Step 2: Check the Federal Government’s Suspension and Debarment List on the Federal 

Awardee Performance and Integrity Information System (FAPIIS) 

 

A. Navigate to the FAPIIS website by clicking the FAPIIS.gov link. 

 

B. If searching for the principal/representative, enter the first and last name of the individual 

or the company’s name in the “Entity Name” field.  

 

Note: Include only the name as FAPIIS may abbreviate some aspects of the company 

name (e.g., Incorporated, LLC, etc.) differently. 

 

C. FAPIIS will return a list of all individuals or entities in FAPIIS system with a similar 

name. Review the list by clicking on each entity.  

 
Note: Remember the name on this list does NOT mean the entity is excluded or 

disqualified. It may reflect that the person or entity has an administrative agreement in 

lieu of suspension or debarment that can be accessed. It may also provide criminal, civil, 

or administrative proceedings within the last five years under “Proceedings Information.” 

 

  

https://www.fapiis.gov/fapiis/index.html


 

  Attachment 1-6 

D. Click on each Name and review the data. Do not approve the nonprocurement action if 

FAPIIS documented a suspension or debarment for the entity or individual. 

 
 

E. Follow all Step 2 procedures for the entity and principal(s). 

 

Step 3: Document Review in the File 

 

A. Complete the checklist outlined in Attachment 2.  

 

B. Save and upload the checklist to the proper case action or case filing in the Mineral & 

Land Records System (MLRS)2. Note: The BLM must name all documents uploaded to 

MLRS in the following way: <Date filed>_<Type of document>. For example: For an 

eligibility verification completed on February 3, 2022, the BLM will name it 

20220203_EligibilityVerification.  

 

C. In MLRS, update the checkmark “Reviewed Federal Exclusion Lists” in the case action. 

 
Note: The checkmark should appear every time the BLM reviews the Federal exclusion 

 
2 Currently, Solid mineral and renewable leases are still in LR2000. Until these leases move to MLRS, these case 

types do not need to complete the steps associated with MLRS. 
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lists. Headquarters will use this data to conduct oversight on offices data entry.  

 

D. Print out the completed checklist.  

 

E. File the completed checklist in the official case file.  

 

Step 4: Issue Final Decision on Application 

 

A. If the entity is not listed in SAM as an excluded entity for the action being reviewed, then 

the BLM may process the application and issue a decision based on the merits of the 

application. 

 

B. If the entity or the entity’s principal/representative is listed in SAM as an excluded or 

disqualified entity or individual and the exclusion or disqualification includes the action 

being reviewed, then the BLM must deny the application as the entity or individual is 

federally debarred, suspended, or otherwise ineligible from receiving contracts or 

nonprocurement awards (i.e., leases, agreements, surety bonds, etc.) with the Federal 

Government in accordance with 2 CFR parts 180 and 1400.  

 

C. If the FAPIIS search3 indicates (1) a conviction within the last two years or (2) a fully 

adjudicated tax liability is still outstanding and not settled, contact the DOI Office of 

Inspector General’s Administrative Remedies Division (ARD) at 

OIG_Debarment@doioig.gov. ARD will conduct a review and coordinate with the 

Suspending and Debarring Official.  

 
3 Pursuant to provisions implemented in DOI annual appropriations acts, no funds may be used to enter into a 

contract, memorandum of understanding, or cooperative agreement with, make a grant to, or provide or loan 

guarantee to, any corporation that has any unpaid, fully adjudicated Federal tax liability, or a felony criminal 

violation under any Federal law within the preceding 24 months, where the awarding agency is aware of the 

conviction, unless a Federal agency has considered suspension or debarment of the corporation and has made a 

determination that further action is not necessary to protect the interests of the Government. 

mailto:OIG_Debarment@doioig.gov

