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PROCEEDI NGS

THE REPORTER: Good nprning, everyone.
| apol ogi ze for being a bit tardy this norning. There
were sone technical difficulties with our |ink.

| do just want to briefly have everyone
just introduce thenselves to ne and the role that they
will be playing today -- or that they've been playing,
rather. | have everyone's nanes down, obviously, from
using the panel's sort of list there, so I'mjust
going to sort of go down the list, and hopefully you
have returned from your break, and you will tell ne
who you are, starting with M. Geg MIler.

MR MLLER. H, Sinmone. Geg Mller.
|'"'mthe acting district manager for the California
Desert District BLM And for everybody, Sinobne is our
court reporter for today.

THE REPORTER: Thank you. Ms. Kate
M yanot o.

M5. MYAMOTO |I'mthe acting public
affairs specialist.

THE REPORTER: And | actually have that
M. Banis is Desert Advisory Council nenber here, but
if there's sonething nore specific that you would |ike
me to put there, M. Banis, as your role.

MR. BANIS: Representing the public at
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| ar ge.

THE REPORTER: | have M. Otahal as the
BAFO wi ldlife biologist. |Is that --

MR. OTAHAL: (Good.

THE REPORTER: That's fine. | have --

MR. OTAHAL: Yep, it is.

THE REPORTER: -- Ms. Sylvia Ringer as
the CDD project manager of Lands, Mnerals &
Recreati on.

MR. BANIS: Sylvia was -- Sylvia's role
was filled by Carrie.

MS. WOODS: Yeah, hi, Sinpne. ' m
Carrie Wods, and I'mthe acting assistant district
manager for the California Desert District for BLM

THE REPORTER: (Okay. Once nore, the
acting -- I'mso sorry.

M5. WOODS: Oh, that's okay. Acting
assi stant district manager.

THE REPORTER: Thank you. And, then,
Bri an Ander son.

MR. ANDERSON: Brandon Ander son.

THE REPORTER: |'m sorry.

MR. ANDERSON: |'mthe acting associate
di strict manager.

THE REPORTER: And, then, M. Jeff
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Chi | ders.

MR. CHI LDERS: Yeah, |I'mthe acting
field manager for the Barstow field office.

THE REPORTER: M. Ryan Chatterton.

MR. CHATTERTON: Ch, field manager, E
Centro field office.

THE REPORTER: Of what field office?

MR. CHATTERTON: ElI Centro.

THE REPORTER: El Centro. Thank you.
M. Mke Ahrens -- or "Auhrens.”

MR. AHRENS: Ahrens is correct, yes.
Field manager, BLM Needles field office.

THE REPORTER: M. Tim G || oon.

MR. G LLOON: Yes, TimGIlloon, the
field manager for the Pal m Springs- Sout hcoast field
of fice.

THE REPORTER: M. Carl Synons.

MR. SYMONS: Yeah, Carl Synpbns. [|I'm
the field manager for the Ridgecrest field office.

THE REPORTER: M. Espinoza.

MR. ESPI NOZA: Good norning, |'m
Freddi e Espinoza. |'mthe assistant fire managenent
officer for the California Desert Interagency Fire
Program

THE REPORTER: And, lastly, M ss Jayne
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Powel | .

M5. POWELL: |'m a DAC nenber
representing the energy and m neral devel opnent
I nterest.

THE REPORTER: A what nmenber? |'m
sorry. You cut out.

M5. POWELL: Desert Advisory Counci
menber representing energy and m neral devel opnent
I nterest.

THE REPORTER: And, then, | think I
have a couple nore, actually. M. Dan Tayl or.

MR. TAYLOR: |'m a Desert Advisory
Counci |l menber, and | represent the filmindustry
| nterest.

THE REPORTER: M. Bagl ey.

MR. BAGLEY: |'m a Desert Council
Advi sory nmenber, and | represent the public at |arge.

THE REPORTER: All right. | think the
| ast one is M. Edward Storin.

MR. STOVI N: Stovin, S-T-O-V-1-N.

THE REPORTER: Onh, | couldn't

MR. STOVIN: |'m a DAC nenber.
represent offroad vehicle uses.

THE REPORTER: Offroad vehicl e uses.
Thank you. Ckay. Oh, M. Jack Thonpson.
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MR. THOWPSON: Yeah, |'m a DAC nenber.
" mrepresenting the conservation conmmunity.

THE REPORTER: |Is there anyone |'ve
m ssed?

MR. HOLLI DAY: There's ne, Dick
Hol I i day, Richard Holli day.

THE REPORTER:  Yes.

MR. HOLLI DAY: Disperse recreation.

THE REPORTER: Disperse recreation.

MR. WHI TEHEAD: And | think maybe Paul
VWi tehead. Did you nention Paul Whitehead?

THE REPORTER: | have not.

MR. WHI TEHEAD: All right. [It's DAC
menber and public at | arge.

THE REPORTER: Okay. | apol ogi ze.
There's quite a few. And people who are |isted under
attendees, are those people also present here,
al though | don't

MR. BANIS: The people listed under
attendees are nenbers of the public --

THE REPORTER: Okay.

MR. BANIS: -- who are phoning in or
joining through Zoom But they will be able to raise
t heir hands and participate during the public coments

session that's on the agenda this afternoon.
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THE REPORTER: Okay. | would ask that
you -- if you identify yourself for the record, |est
you believe it be unclear. Oher than that, let's not
waste any nore tine.

MR. BANIS: Well, thank you. Yeah,
wel cone, Sinone, to the Desert Advisory Council. This
is your first nmeeting taking our transcript, isn't it.

THE REPORTER: This is correct, yes.

MR. BANIS: And these are the live
results I'm seeing at the bottom of the screen.

That's why it's -- it's done very well. | can tel
there is a human being behind it. | don't think any
conmput er could be transcribing us as accurately as you
have been.

THE REPORTER: Thank you.

MR. BANI'S: Thank you.

Ckay. Wth that, |adies and gentl enen,
| would like to call the session back into order. And
the first item of business is the subgroups for our
Desert Advisory Council. Let nme try to do this as
qui ckly as possible, but there's going to be sone
background as to how |l wll be doing these
nom nati ons.

So, first, we did not receive enough

applications to stand two of our subgroups. In fact,
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we didn't receive enough applications to stand up even
hal f of the nmenbership of two of our subgroups. The
third subgroup was different. There was good
Interest, and it has been stood up | think very well,
and | will be showi ng you and proposing these

nom nations in just a nonment.

Anot her item surroundi ng nmy thoughts is
we need to have a Desert Advisory Council nmenber
that's going to serve on each of the subgroups in
order to provide its nexus per the Federal Advisory
Council Act. So each of these subgroups has a nenber
fromthe DAC that is going to remain within their term
in order, or at |east get these subgroups going and
start on the work that they have to do.

Earlier on | nentioned other Desert
Advi sory Council nmenbers who will be -- whose terns
wi Il be expiring next nonth, and they have expressed
i nterest in reapplying for the DAC and/ or being
i nvol ved in the subgroups. [|I'mtaking that into
consi derati on when nom nati ng people to our subgroups.
| really would |ike our Desert Advisory Counci
menmbers who are going to be in between nenberships, so
to speak, | would like to have them serve on our
subgroups. They are very highly qualified to do so.

And before | show the subgroup
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nom nation, | just want to reexplain that the
subgroups exist to advise the Desert Advisory Council,
not to advise the BLM That's why we have a Desert
Advi sory Council menber on each subgroup, and that
Desert Advisory Council menber doesn't affect the
course of the discussion. It just keeps it within the
guardrails so that the conmttee can -- or the
subgroup can provide excell ent advice and usable
advi ce by the DAC

So | can think of, you know, at sone
times no better people to give the DAC advice than
former DAC nenbers, so |I'mleaning on them for help.
The only subgroup that we have enough nom nations for
was the Mojave Trails National Mnument subgroup. [|'m

wel cone to have that put up on the screen and show you

the nomnations. | don't know if there is a way to
zoomin on that little bit. Geat. It's only two
colums. It is not very | ong.

First of all, under recreation

managenment, commercial, Ashley Lee [ph] is a

permt -- receives permts for events for off-road
vehi cl es and recreational activities. She has worked
closely with the BLM on events that go across
different field offices, and she is very well-versed

in the commercial side of recreation, and that w |
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be, | expect, a topic in the planning process.

For resource managenent, Linda Castro
[ ph], was wel | -supported by letters from sonme of
our -- sonme of the stronger environnental
organi zations that work in the desert. | have known
Linda for a long tinme and | ook forward to working wth
her, shoul d she be appoi nted.

Envi ronnment al educati on, Monica
Argandona [ph] is a former Desert Advisory Counci
menber, and | have worked very closely with her over
the years as well. In fact, Monica was one of the
earliest and strongest voices, or if not voices,
actually -- not just voices, but sone of the best ears
in that she hel ped bring a ot of the coalition
together that resulted in the eventual designation of
t he nonunent.

Marco Leal [ph] is a -- nom nating him
for that recreation nmanagenent for backcountry
expl orati on, because | don't know Marco, but he is a
| ocal resident, and his application was conpelling in
terms of his on-the-ground know edge of the national
monunment. | think that is going to be inportant, to
have soneone who knows the nooks and cranni es of that
very large area, and | believe Marco will do that.

For | ocal governnent, Stephen
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Reyes [ph] is also a backcountry explorer but is a
former police officer and is involved very closely
with his supervisor's office and has served on a
nunber of comm ttees and conm ssions on behalf of that
supervisorial district.

For gem and m neral collecting, G egor
Lawson [ ph] has been a longtine participant in the
managenent of these | ands that are now nmade up of the
Moj ave Trails National Mnunment, particularly fromthe
si de of geology and gem and m neral collection. He
has conpil ed probably one of the best resources with
respect to mning history and gem and m neral |ocating
sites in the area.

"' mgoing to call upon two DAC
members -- three DAC nmenbers, actually, to help in the
| ast three seats. Jim Bagley knows the in and outs of
t he I ands around the nonunent as well as anyone, but,
al so, he knows the history, and he knows the people
who are involved in preserving and protecting the
hi story. And | hope -- I'"'mglad Jimhas agreed to
help in that capacity.

Ed Stovin, who is also | eaving the DAC
i n between applications, | have asked his help in
representing the off-highway vehicle users. He, of

course, serves that role now on behal f of the DAC. W
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are happy to have his advice now, and |'m sure we w |
be happy to have his advice on this subgroup.

And, lastly, Dan Taylor, | |ooked to
hel ping with the devel oped outdoor recreation
activities. There will be visitors -- needs to serve
visitors. There will be proposals for places to
provide interpretive opportunities, and | don't want
to say that there is or isn't going to be soneday a
visitor center sonmewhere for this, because we have a
| ot of discussions about how to manage the devel oped
out door recreation opportunities, canpsites, for
exanpl e, or other canping areas. So | hope Dan w ||
be able to help us there.

And with that, I'mgoing to be selfish
and appoi nt nmyself as the DAC representative. | wll
be hel ping the group stay within the confines of
advi sing the Desert Advisory Council. And, also, just
in case | can't attend neetings, | have appointed two
al ternates, Robert Robinson. Rob Robinson is on the
DAC representing the cultural and tribal interests,
and Dick Holliday is an alternate, and, as you know,
I's al so on the DAC.

So we weren't able to -- we didn't
receive applications or interest for a couple of other

positions that were on our |list as potenti al
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positions, but these are nine of the interests that we
I dentified in our docunents and filled with nine
people. | did receive additional applications. They
wer e good applications, and | appreci ate everybody who
did apply for it, but this is ny recomendati on goi ng
forward for this subgroup. It is an inportant
subgr oup.

" mgoing to open the floor now. To
keep things -- if you could keep it up on the screen,
t hough, open the floor to DAC nenbers. Let ne see if
| can bring up the list. Looking for hands or a
notion to approve or a notion to anend.

MR. TAYLOR: I'll go ahead and notion
to approve.

MR. BANIS: It's on the floor. Do I
have a second?

MR. BAGLEY: Geg, I'll -- appropriate.
" mon the nom nation, but |I'm happy to second. Jim
Bagl ey, sorry.

MR. BANIS: It's appropriate. Thanks,
Jim

First speaker is Jayne.

MS. POWELL: | just wanted to know if
in ternms of serving, all the people that applied fully

under st ood what their responsibilities and tine
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comm t ment woul d be.

MR. BANIS: | think the docunents that
were avail able on the website that acconpani ed the
application were well done. They're part of our
tenpl ate that explains the role, that explains the
i nterests that we are interested in hearing from as
wel |l as an agreenent with respect to their conduct
toward each other and their role with the DAC. And,
if I may say, on this group in particular,
half -- nearly half of the group is a DAC nenber or
was a DAC nenber at sone tine.

M5. POWELL: So have they served in
this subgroup in the past, any of these people?

MR. BANIS: No. This is a brand-new
subgr oup.

M5. POVWELL: Okay.

MR. BANIS: And |I've got to say, too,
with this subgroup, fromthe ear on the ground
perspective that | have, this is by far the issue that
t he general public who follows the BLMis probably the
nost interested in at this point. It is a planning
process that has not been undertaken as quickly as
nost peopl e had expected or wanted. And there's a | ot
of pent-up desire to participate.

| attended one of the three briefing
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sessions that were conducted by the consultants and by
nonunment manager, Noelle. And | nmean | thought it was
really done -- really well done, really well done with
respect to explaining how the sequencing is going to
go on this. It's really conplicated, and |I feel bad
about eating into Geg's tinme on this, but the DRECP
pl ays a huge, huge role in how the nonunent will be
pl anned.

The plans for the nonunment essentially

havi ng made t hrough the course of DRECP, and WEMO

Rout e designhated -- many aspects of it have al ready
sort of been made, in a sense. [It's just pulling them
out of the guiding docunents for the ACECs. |'m going

to do sone al phabet soup, sorry. The ACECs, the NLCS,
t he Special Recreation Managenent Areas, the SRMAs.
Al'l of those things, the rules are
al ready sort of witten. They have just never had to
be evaluated all together and have a managenent pl an
that actually neets the terns set forward of the
things that need to be | ooked at and protected by the
procl amati on that was done by the president. So it is
really conplicat ed.
M5. POWELL: Thank you. And ny | ast
question related to the assignnments, do any of these

peopl e have any underlying conflicts of interest with
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serving?
MR. BANIS: | don't -- the question
does not specifically ask that, but | do expect that,

just as we have been reached out to by general counsel

with respect to our -- describing any potenti al
conflicts of interest that we have, | think that they
wi |l probably be asked to do the sane.

And, renenber, to sonme extent, you
know, we are not -- we are not prohibited from having
a conflict of interest in a strict sense. Just it has
to be disclosed. People have to know if it, and you
can't participate in stuff that affects it.

So, you know, for exanple, if you hold
a-- if you represent a portion of -- a piece of an
i ndustry that specifically is proposing sonething, if

that comes up with the DAC, you just can't discuss it.

And you can even nmaybe say, "Hey, guess what? | have
a contract with this,"” or, "I have an interest in
this, so I'mnot going to discuss it." O, "MW
interest in it is so tangential. This is ny interest,
and now it is disclosed. [|I'mjust going to tell you
how | feel."

So as long as interests are discl osed,
that is what we are asked to do by the Council, and |

expect that these participants would as well.
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MS5. POVELL: Thank you.

MR. BANIS: |If anyone on the BLM knows
different, hears different, or feels differently, |
woul d be happy to hear that.

For time comm tnent, the subgroups are
going to neet approximtely three to four tines a
year, and their participation, |I'mguessing, on this
one will be schedul ed nostly around the tine periods
that call for specific input at the inportant
benchmar ks of the planning process.

I n other words, the subgroups aren't
just going to sit down and tal k about, you know, one
little this and one little that and one little -- it's
really going to be about, okay, first things com ng
out is scoping. What can the subgroup help to provide
us advice on in the event the Desert Advisory Council
wants to put in its advice with respect to scoping.

And then there may be sone drafts. The
subgroup will have an opportunity to help with
the -- will look at the drafts and hel p us prepare any
recommendati ons that we m ght have.

Fl oor is open still. Wth that, rather
t han goi ng through hands or all in favors, let ne cal
for objections to the notion, the notion to appoint

this subgroup. Are there any objections fromthe
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Counci | ?

MS. POWELL: No.

MR. BANI S: Heari ng, seeing none, thank
you. We have stood up our first subgroup in a very,
very long tinme. Thank you, everybody.

The two subgroups that didn't receive
enough applications, Dunont Dunes subgroup and the
| nperi al Sand Dunes subgroup. We have -- we received
sonme dynamte applications, and | have filled sonme of
those seats. But I'"'mgoing to ask the BLMif we can
keep the application period open until the next DAC
meeting, and hopefully we can fill those seats, and we
w ||l consider those at that tine. |s there any
obj ection to that?

Jayne, why don't you take the floor?
You're first, and then Di ck.

M5. POWELL: So | don't have an
obj ection. | just wondered for the Inperial Dunes
subgroup how many nore applicants we needed or how
many nore seats do we need to fill to be able to stand
t hat subgroup up. Do you know?

MR. BANI'S: Six out of nine.

M5. POWELL: ©Ch, that's a lot. Okay.

MR. BANIS: And | have you assisting us

on the DAC representation side of it.
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M5. POWELL: Well, | have e-mailed sone
peopl e asking themif they knew of anybody to pl ease,
you know, get themto apply.

MR. BANIS: Yes --

M5. POWELL: So I will reach out again.

MR. BANI'S: Yes, please, please. And
t he ot her subgroup is the Dunont Dunes subgroup, and
five out of nine are open. So | would like to have
t hose kept open, and we will consider them at the next
meet i ng.

Di ck.

MR. HOLLI DAY: Yeah, | think that,
actually, probably even after the first neeting, as
far as one of the dune users, the summertine is not a
time when they would even nmaybe know that it was
happening. And | think that once we get into the
season where they -- | nmean | have people when |I'm
canping there are always ask nme when there's going to
be an opening, and, yet, they are probably not even
aware of that there is an opening.

And so | would think that, yeah, we
shoul d have it open and let -- and | can generate sone
nore -- | can probably generate sone nore peopl e that
wanted it when we get into dune season.

MR. BANIS: Yeah. |'m |l ooking forward
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to receiving nore applications. The seats that are
|isted on the website are still valid. By and |arge
on both of those dune subgroups, natural resources
managenent had good interest. |Industry had good

I nterest. But, actually, user, direct user
participation was very | ow.

UNI DENTI FI ED SPEAKER: Randy, | think
It's a good idea to keep them open. | encourage you
to do that. The COVID put a dent in a |lot of things.
Hopefully we will get people back interested. Just
need to get information out there it's avail abl e.

MR. BANIS: Good. | just -- sorry
again, Geg. | promse we will have tine for
everything. But, everybody, please do make an effort
to find, and BLM hel p us DAC nenbers find the
recording of the Mojave Trails National NMonunent
i nformation session. They did three of them and
they're going to be recorded and available. |If you
have any interest at all, you really have to see it,
because there's a very specific path that this is
going to take, because so many guardrails and
si deboards have been witten during this tine that are
going to conme into play. And it really needs a
roadmap, and that's the roadmap.

So with that, Dick, you' re the next
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speaker, and then if | can, | would |like to nove on to
Greg's presentation that | cut into.

UNI DENTI FI ED SPEAKER: Are you going to
put up people's nanes that you did get for these
groups, for the subgroups at the dunes?

MR. BANIS: ['ll share themwth the
Desert Advisory Council menbers.

UNI DENTI FI ED SPEAKER: Ckay. You did

or will?

MR. BANIS: No, | wll.

UNI DENTI FI ED SPEAKER: COkay. All
right. Yeah -- | don't want to be -- | don't want to

be buggi ng sonebody that's al ready done it.

MR. BANI S: "Il share it with Desert
Advi sory Council nmenmbers, but until | nake
the -- until the chai rman nakes the nom nations, let's

keep that internal, please.

UNI DENTI FI ED SPEAKER: Okay. That's
fine. No problem

MR. BANI'S: And, of course, all the
applications and all the acconpanyi ng docunents are in
t he possession of the BLM because | received
everything fromthem And the public can, you know,
have opportunities for inspection through the BLM

Thank you. Wth that, we can clear the
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screen, and I'mgoing to turn the floor over to Geg
to help us with the DRECP presentation. And, again,
|"msorry. This is a |ot of housekeeping.

MR. MLLER: No, no worries. Randy,

t hanks. You know, | understand. | think the
subgroups are a bit nore inportant than the -- because
we can revisit the DRECP at any tinme, and we will.

So Brandon Anderson is going to be
doing the presentation, but | just wanted to start out
by saying that this is a -- and we can definitely get
deeper into the discussion of the Desert Renewabl e
Energy Conservation Plan, and that can happen at a
| ater date. Any Fresnock-Parker, who is our DRECP
| npl ementati on coordi nator for the desert district is
on detail as a Cosummes Reserve manager in central
California, so she couldn't be here. But once she's
back, we could really dive deep into sone of these
topics that you're going to see Brandon di scuss and go
over.

So we wll try to make it -- Brandon is
going to nake an attenpt to get it done, not blazingly
fast, but definitely enough so we have tinme to start
| unch at noon. So, Brandon, take it over. Thank you.

MR. ANDERSON: Yeah, perfect. And,

|li ke Greg said, this is a high-level overview, and |I'm
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going to go a little off script just so maybe we can
make up sone tinme, and then we have tinme at the end.

So for those who are not aware of the
DRECP, or the Desert Renewabl e Energy Conservation
Plan, it is the guiding docunent that BLM uses in the
California Desert District for plan uses and use of
public | ands.

It kind of started back in 2005 or so,
we had had an influx of renewabl e energy applications,
and the existing land use plan didn't do | guess a
good enough job of kind of streamining where
renewabl e energy should go. That is kind of where the
| dea of the DRECP cane from It had two primary
goals. One is to identify areas that we would want to
protect for other uses, so the |and use nanagenent of
t hose resources, as well as providing a | ayer of
stream i ni ng renewabl e energy on public | ands.

So the DRECP, as current adm nistration
and previous adm nistration have had a focus on
getting energy independence as well as addressing sone
of our climte change issues, and so that's where this
DRECP canme in, is we want to manage the nultiple uses
of public lands, and that's where the DRECP cones in
I n hel ping to organi ze where renewabl e energy could go

and conserve land that's needed for vari ous uses.
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So as you can kind of see, this is the
map, a very |large area, diverse |andscapes. It
i nvol ves two other field offices that are outside of
the desert district including the Bishop and
Bakersfield field office.

So kind of what the -- what did the
DRECP do, that anmendnment? Back in 1980, the BLM put
together the original California Desert Conservation
Area Pl an, and that has been subsequently anmended
t hr oughout the years to address changes in resources,
uses, et cetera. And so the npbst recent anmendnent is
the DRECP, and it anends three different plans. One
is the California Desert Conservation Area Plan, but
then it also had -- includes portions of the Bishop
Resour ce Managenent Plan as well as the Bakersfield.

And, again, just talking about it, it
I nt egrates renewabl e energy and how we want to perm:t

t hose onto public lands. And these anmendnents only

di scuss public lands. It doesn't change any or apply
to public -- or, sorry, private | ands or other
agenci es.

So what the DRECP did not do, it didn't
change anythi ng regardi ng grazi ngs, m neral
devel opnent, OHV recreational area, wild horse and

burros. That is kind of outside the scope of what the
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DRECP really | ooked at.

And getting into the primary in terns
of renewabl e energy designations, there's three
desi gnations that the plan allows for renewabl e energy
devel opment, the first being the devel opnent focus
area, or DFA. These are areas that the BLMidentified
t hat were, one, appropriate, and, two, had the
resources to devel op a renewabl e energy.

Wthin the plan, there are incentives
in stream ining things that BLM can do such as tiering
to the environnental docunents that hel ps reduce the
amount of time it takes to permt those projects, as
well as there's sone incentives that the plan
identifies. And there's table 13 in the |and use pl an
that summari zes all of the incentives that go al ong
W th proposing a project within a DFA.

The other two areas that renewable
energy is allowed and is variance process | ands.

There is no incentives, and there's sone streamining
that we can do in terns of tiering to existing

anal yses. And then general public |ands, those

are -- there is no incentives and no streanlining
avai |l abl e, but they are |ands that projects could be
proposed on.

And so there's a couple of other
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all ocations. | won't spend too nmuch tinme on these,
but there's these other allocations that the DRECP did
identify, one being the National Conservation Lands.
That canme out of the 1994 omi bus bill, the 1-11-11.
And then it also made sone permtting and | and use
criteria for the ACEC areas of critical environnenta
concerns, wildlife allocations, and recreation
managenent areas. These are |ike your speci al
recreati on managenent areas, these SRMAs, or the
extensive recreation. So these are also designations
in the DRECP.

So it's kind of a breakdown of acreages
on what was identified for renewabl e energy, these
three here, that if you calculate -- or if you add
themall up, that's approxi mately 850,000 acres for
renewabl e. And then these are the acre breakdowns for
t he areas concerned. This includes the National
Conservation Lands as well as the recreational
management areas.

So the next couple of slides, | just
wanted to wal k through kind of what the | andscape ki nd
of looks like. So this is the general -- wthout any
of the additional allocations, the green are the
| egislatively or legally protected. This includes our

nati onal parks, w | derness areas that are protected
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and off |limts for devel opnent for renewabl e enerqgy.

This first slide here, this is our
Nat i onal Conservation Lands. These are those -- the
omi bus bills that | referred to that had nati onal
significance. So it has sonme of the overlap within
the green, but it added additional protections in
conservation areas, so these plans would be managed
for conservati on purposes.

This next one is the recreation. So
these are your RMAs and SRMAs. So it added additi onal
areas as well as sone overlap within the National
Conservation Lands.

And then, finally, this is the
devel opnent focus areas and various process |ands, and
here in pink.

And then the next couple slides, | wll
hi ghl i ght the devel opnent focus. So, as you can see,
there is a lot of acres are dedicated for resource and
recreation, and then there's that approxi mately
850, 000 acres dedicated for or could be used for
renewabl e energy. So this is just the devel opnent
focus areas and the various process | ands.

And then the next slide, these are the
general public |lands where -- that could be used for

renewabl e energy.
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And then | put together a quick slide
based on a question that | think Randy had regarding
the Ccotillo Wells, and we can go back to the slide if
there's further questions identifying where the DFA
for geothermal is. The red is no surface occupancy,
and this black here is geothermal with surface
occupancy. So there's about 1200 or so acres of |and
t hat coul d be occupi ed.

And then the last bit that | wanted to
go into kind of high Ievel of what these conservation
managenent actions are, or CMAs. The |and use plan,
It put together quite a few best managenent practices
and restriction prohibitions on different activities,
and it hel ps gui de devel opnent in those areas and what
can and cannot happen. And so it is broken down kind
of by type.

You have the LUPA Wde. These are
actions or best managenent practices that cover any
activities across the entire planning boundary. And
then it is broken into different areas. So we tal ked
about the National Conservation Lands. There's
specific CMAs that deal with if you have sone type of
proposal or use on those lands as well as a
recreation. And then there's specific CMAs dealing

with DFAs and various process |inks.
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And so | wanted to wal k through a
recent project that we permtted under the DRECP
This is the Arica and Victory Pass Solar Project. And
just for context, we are north of I-10 near the desert
center area, this Hi ghway 177 here. This is the
original project application that cane to the BLM

And then with further refinements from
| ooki ng at resource issues such as cultural as well as
| npl enentation of certain CMAs, you can see that sone
of the boundaries of the original application, if you
| ook over here to what this has proposed over here,
there were sone areas that were taken out. These
areas here, for sensitive plants. There's a CMA t hat
tal ks about a buffer around known | ocations, and so
they flip areas out of their project to avoid those
known | ocati ons.

And, then, the Victory Pass Project,
they kind of split the original application in two
separate projects based on what they had prior
pur chase agreenents for. You can see that there was
additional areas that they cut out of their project,
primarily for mcrofil woodl and avoi dance in this area
here as well as this -- as well as sone cultural
resources that are in and around the area that they

avoi ded.
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| think that is the main thing I wanted
to cover. |I'mtrying to keep us on tinme. | nean,
| i ke Greg said, one of the things that we would |ike
to do for future presentations is get input fromyou
on what you're interested in, so maybe we can tail or,
now t hat you kind of have a foundation of what the
DRECP is and sonme of its conponents to answer some of
your nore specific questions.

And with that, I will open up the -- or
Il will turn it back over to Randy.

MR. BANIS: Ckay. Thank you, gang.
Gee, thanks for that. It really is just a 30, 000-f oot
view And to see it in the whole is a lot different
than going into the appendi ces and | ooking at the
i ndi vi dual ACECs and NLCS areas and | ooking at all of
the detail of it. There's alot toit.

" mgoing to get the participant |ist
up and see whose hands -- here we go. Whose hands are
up? Anybody have questions or comments for us? | am
going to start with Ed, Ed Stovin.

MR. STOVIN. Thanks, Randy. Yeah, that
was i nteresting.

MR. BANIS: |'msorry. Just one
second, Ed.

Let's go ahead and rel ease the screen,
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so we can see each other. GCkay. There we go. Geat.
Thank you.

Go ahead, Ed.

MR. STOVIN: Thanks. Yeah, that was

I nteresting.

Two things. One, I"'minterested in the
Ocotillo Wells area. That's the area that | recreate
in. And | saw you had -- there was two black little

squares that woul d represent areas avail able for
surface occupancy, and then a whol e bunch of | believe
it was red squares where there could be subsurface.

Wuld that -- and the red squares were
sort of a checkerboard, and it | ooked |like there was
maybe private property in between. Wuld it be
avai |l abl e to have geothernmal on the private and then
slant drill into the red?

MR. BANI'S: Yeah, that could
be -- Geg.

MR. STOVIN. Yeah, go ahead.

MR. MLLER  Yeah. So | believe, and
Ryan can help ne out, those checkerboard, ownership of
State land, | believe, in that area. And, yes, it's
possi ble that the State can allow sone surface
occupancy on their land and then slant drill into

under BLM | and, which is non-surface occupancy. And
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that's why if we were to designate that as not
available, like |I nentioned before, that we would not
have that opportunity to collect the royalties
associated with any kind of resource extraction
underneath BLM | ands. Does that nmake sense?

MR. STOVIN: | think so. Wuld it be
possible for me to get a better map of that area, so |
could see which area is available for what?

MR. MLLER: Yeah, | don't see why not,
Ed. | think we can probably find sonething avail abl e
for you.

MR. STOVIN. Ckay. And also -- you
tal ked about three different types of areas that could
get renewabl e energy, devel opnental focus areas, and |
beli eve the other was general public |ands, and then
anot her type. \What are the definitions of those
| ands? Li ke, how you know one from anot her?

MR. ANDERSON:. So in the DRECP, we
categorize the lands. So each parcel would have a
desi gnati on. So if it is under a DFA, we have
identified that it has -- it is part of that DFA. And
the other two would be variance process | ands, and
t hen general public. And so those are all identified
wthin the DRECP and the | and use plan on what parcels

are associated wth what.
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MR. STOVIN.. So | would have to just
get into the DRECP to see that. Ckay. All right.
Thank you.

MR. BANIS: Ed, | believe those State
| ands are State vehicle recreation area | ands.

t hi nk those are Ccotillo Wells SVRA. So it woul d be
within the managenent plan and within that paraneter
wth respect to what woul d happen on those | ands.
And, you know, those are generally pretty wel
restricted for vehicle recreation.

And the other thing, before
DRECP -- Let's just put it this way. DRECP added a
| ot of color to the BLM desert district map. There
used to be a | ot of space on the map that just didn't
have a color. And now just about everything has at
| east one color, if not nultiple colors.

And so when it cones to evaluating sonme
potential or projected use on one square of land, it
coul d have nore than one set of conservation
managenment actions that need to be consulted that
overlap and could even conflict and that would need to
be reconciled. And there's a process for doing that
in the DRECP as wel | .

MR. STOVIN. Wow. Ckay.

MR. BANIS: Let's see. Jayne?
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MS. POWELL: | was curious why the
devel opnent focus area was the smallest in terns of
t he nunber of acres included the DRECP.

MR MLLER: | think it was just a
matter of how that process worked. Wen we started
with the California Departnment of Fish and Wldlife
working with -- starting with their process of
accounting to the desert conservation area plan. And
so then, and that's when the Energy Comm ssion, the
U.S. Fish and WIildlife Service, and the BLMjoined to
develop a larger plan that tried to enconpass al
| ands in Southern California, meaning State |ands,
Fish and Wldlife Service |ands, BLM I ands, and, you
know, County across the -- it ended up that we -- and
|"'mgiving a long answer to a | ong question -- or a
short question, really. But it ended up that the
other entities, Fish and Wldlife Service, California
Ener gy Conmmi ssion, they weren't ready to publish, so
t he BLM went ahead and publ i shed.

And if you were to | ook at sonme of the
proposals that started in the original docunentation,
many of those |ands that are devel opnent focus areas
connected into County | ands that woul d be open for --
or State |ands that would be open for devel opnent as

wel | . So it kind of cut it short a little bit.
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But then the other idea was that nuch
of the land in the BLM-- in the Southern California
desert area is w | derness. | mean we have -- again,
we have the |argest w |l derness programin the Bureau
In the desert district by acres and nunber of
wi | derness areas. And so trying to fit sonme of those
devel opnent focus areas that would be allowable to use
for renewable energy in those what's kind of a puzzle
pi ece that didn't have all of the parts -- or all of
t he knobs sticking out, so we really couldn't stick
themin areas that were -- really couldn't put sone of
t hose devel opnent focus areas in areas that were
really sensitive, especially with w | derness and -- or
wi | derness study areas or wild and scenic rivers or
sonething like that.

So it ended up that even though the
desert district has probably the | argest nunber of
acres available for renewabl e energy on all BLM
states -- Nevada is catching up real quick -- it
wasn't entirely -- it was |l ess than what -- short
answer, Jayne, don't know. But that's what it ended
up bei ng.

M5. POWELL: So is it possible as nore
knowl edge becones available to revisit that?

MR MLLER. And if you were --
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POWNELL: -- that process --
MLLER  Yeah, if you --

» D D

PONELL: -- to do that?

MR MLLER So if you recall six years
ago, we started anendnent process to |look at this
again. And by the end of 2020, it was shut down, just
with the -- you know, every tinme there's a change in
adm ni stration, it changes our direction; right?
That's what happens. So once the new adm ni stration
cane in, the plan anendnent for the DRECP was -- and
we were | ooking at changing sonme things that would
maybe assist and let me just say draft EI'S went out,
so this is not -- this is public information -- that
the work that we were doing would help to assist in
either streanmining it, the renewabl e energy | ocations
and processing better or even quicker or even, you
know, just a better process of stream ining, and then
al so identifying sonme overlap in sone of these
destinations that m ght be cleared up a little bit so
that it doesn't get too confusing when we are trying
to put nore in.

And we didn't | ook at expandi ng any
DFAs, but that's -- | nmean in the future, there's
al ways a way to | ook at, again, anending the

California Desert Conservation Area Plan for -- |
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think it's been anended 163 tinmes, so it wouldn't

be -- it wouldn't be sonething we couldn't do again if
we needed to. But right now for BLM it's not noving
forward with any kind of anmendnment to the DRECP at
this point in tine.

| don't know if that hel ps answer your

guesti on.

M5. POWNELL: Well, it --

MR. M LLER It's --

MS5. POWELL: -- it does. It
just -- and this is just nmy opinion. It feels
li ke -- we are supposed to be green and we are

supposed to be going green to reduce carbon em ssions
and climte change and all that. But on the other
hand, our hands are bound with things |like, you know,
the focus area being the smallest and the draft EIS
bei ng shut down, and the BLM being told, "Don't work

on this anynore,"” by the new adm nistration. So, you
know, you can't have -- you can't have your cake and
eat it, too, if you are not going to work on it.

So | think that sonebody needs to
rattle the cages a little bit about this, because, you
know, we just tal ked this norning about 22 parcels,

t he 2022 sal es going out, and then we've got this huge

time wi ndow between deci di ng what parcels are actually
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going to be avail able and the environnmental docunents
and the exploration and then the devel opnent. And we
need renewabl e energy right now, not in 10 years or
15. Yeah, we will need it then, but we need it now.

So | nmean | have said nmy piece.

MR. BANIS: Floor is open. No? Ckay.

We are back to being right on tine.
And, again, sorry that came out of your piece of the
pie. And that is sort of how | describe anending the
DRECP going forward. You guys said have a cake and
eat it, too. | really see a pie. And it's very hard
once those slices have been sliced to nove those
slices around, because -- it's just very hard.

Very good. Thanks, everybody. Let's
go ahead and take that noon break for lunch if there's
no objections? Okay.

And let nme take a peek. Vhat is our
due date, our due back time? That would be 12: 30.

MR. MLLER 12:30, yep.

MR. BANIS: Hey, that is great. All
right. Let's take lunch. Wonderful. We will be back
at 12:30, if we could put up the tinmer. Thanks,
everybody. Greg, thank you.

(OFf the record.)

MR. BANIS: First itemof business is
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to review the district and field office and fire
overview reports. I'mgoing to turn the floor over to
Greg, Geg MIller, the acting desert district nmanager
to present the reports. It's your team

MR. MLLER Al right. Thank you,
Randy. Appreciate that. Again, welcone back,
everybody, to the afternoon session for the advisory
counci | .

| want to start out with our state
director's report. And just so you know, this is done
every DAC neeting. W kind of update everybody on
| eadershi p and what is going on around the desert
district. So just to recap, |eadership in Washington,
Is Tracy Stone-Manning is our BLM director, Nada Wl ff
Cul ver is the BLM Deputy Director of Policy and
Programs, and M ke Nedd is our Deputy Director for
Oper ati ons.

Qur | eadership in California is Karen
Mouritsen. She is our state director, and Joe Stout
IS our associate state director.

Here in the desert district, | am
acting district manager. Brandon Anderson is acting
associate district nmanager. M day job is the
associate district nmanager, so once we get a new

district manager in place, | will nove back to that.
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Jeff Childers is our acting Barstow field nmanager.

M ke Ahrens is our Needles field nmanager. Tim G| oon
is our Palm Springs field manager. Ryan Chatterton is
our EIl Centro field manager. And Carl Synons is our

Ri dgecrest field nmanager.

We have two -- three nonunent nmanagers.
One is Dani Ortiz, San Jacinto/ Santa -- or, excuse ne,
Sant a Rosa/ San Jaci nto National Mnunents -- Muntains

Nat i onal Monunment. Ji hadda Govan is a forest service
enpl oyee who i s our national nonunment manager for

the Sand to Snow National Mnunment. And Noelle

G ines-Bovio is our Mpjave Trails National Mnunment
manager .

For budget, a recap on the budget, as
of April 15th, BLM s operating budget for fiscal year
'22 was $236 mllion, both new and carryover funding.
That includes $103 million in MLR. That is MR
funding, $34 million in fire funding, and $99 nmillion
in fee rei nbursable contributed and | and acqui sition
accounts.

And FY21, the BLM had a total operating
budget of $250 mlIlion, and it is anticipated that
FY22 operating budget will be equivalent if not exceed
the F 21 budget.

Qur 117th Congress, we have Senators
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Di anne Feinstein and Alex Padilla, and representatives
with significant public lands in the districts are Jay
Obernolte with our California -- the 8th district, and
Kevin McCarthy, the 23rd district, Raul Ruiz, 36th
district, Kevin -- excuse ne, Ken Calvert, with the
41st, Darrell Issa with the 50th, and Juan Vargas with
the 51st.

So sone of the statew de priorities
t hat have been going on for the desert district is OHV
recreation, excuse nme. Public lands. California
offers a variety of recreational opportunities,
hunti ng, fishing, hiking, OHV use, nountain biking,
horseback riding. The BLMin California has 25,192
m | es of off-highway vehicle routes on public |ands,
735, 000 acres open for OHV use, including the world-
renowned | nperial Sand Dunes Recreation Area.

Al so, approximately 6.3 mllion
visitors participate in OHV recreation annually, and
t he BLM has experienced high visitation in the open
OHV areas over the | ast couple of years.

The BLM has requested a total of
$8.1 million in California State Parks O f-Hi ghway
Mot or Vehicle and Recreation Grants and Cooperative
Agreenents, and those grants are being finalized, and

we soon will know how nuch funding we get through them
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pretty soon, if we haven't already.

The grant allocations were submtted in
12 of the 14 BLM California field offices with the
maj ority, 64 percent of those, requested by the
California Desert District, all five field offices.

Of course, the renewabl e energy
devel opnent is a large priority for the district. W
manage a robust Renewabl e Energy Program primarily
focused in the desert district, and we have authori zed
66 solar, wi nd, and geothermal projects throughout the
State, which generates about 9,000 negawatts of
electricity and about $40 mllion annually in revenue.

The Renewabl e Energy Program on BLM
| ands is crucial to achieve the State's goal of
100 percent clean energy for the State's electrica
needs by the year 2045 as well as the Biden
Adm ni stration's goal of 25 gigawatts of onshore sol ar
wi nd and geot hermal on public |Iand by 2025. So the
renewabl e energy is a huge part of our goals for
t hose, so that's why we have been noving with those a
| ot .

We do have a project support team-- a
proj ect managenent support team that Brandon and now
Carrie Whods is tenporally supervising that has been

established at the desert district office, along with
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a renewabl e energy support teamin Palm Springs field

of fice.

There's sone other prograns | think
that we will have nore discussions on, excuse nme, as
we nmove through these field office -- field manager's

di scussions. So what | would like to do real quickly,
and | will let the field nmanagers touch on a little
bit nore deeply on this, is talk about our national
monument s.

The Bureau of Land Managenent nanages
approximately ten mllion acres of National
Conservation Lands in California. The programin
Sout hern California is incredibly diverse and
stretches fromthe rugged nmountains of the Joshua
trees to the Mojave Desert to the Pacific Coast. The
Moj ave Trails and Sand to Snow Nati onal Monunents were
desi gnated by presidential proclamation in 2016. The
Mojave Trails is 1.6 mllion acres, and it consumes
50, 000 acres of wilderness. The Sand to Snow Nati ona
Monunent i ncludes 83,000 acres of BLM I and and one
wi | der ness area.

On March 11th, the Santa Rosa and San
Jacinto Mountai ns National Mnunent Visitor Center
reopened for public after being closed for nearly two

years because of COVID. The center gai ned new outdoor
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exhibits with informati on on safety and responsi bl e
recreation, |eave no trace principles, and desert
tortoi se conservation.

Since reopening, the visitor center
staff and Friends of the Desert Muntain vol unteers
wel coned nore than 1,000 visitors, and probably nore
since this report.

Okay. And with that, I'mgoing to cal
on our field managers to report anything out that they
would like to -- oh, and I do want to say, though, is,
we have -- and | think Randy nentioned it earlier, is
that we have four DAC positions that are expiring in

June of 2022. Ed Stovin, Dan Taylor, Jim Bagley, and

Paul Whitehead are all -- all terns are up, and so we
are getting ready. | think the call for nom nations
I's being sent out. | think the Federal Register is
getting ready to publish that. |If it didn't already,

it wll on Mnday, is ny thought. And if you want to
reapply or anything like that of any inportance,
pl ease do. Call Kate -- get ahold of Kate and/or
M chel I e Van Der Linden.

| do want to say one nore thing. The
BLM just recently went through what is called a
wor kf orce planning review. So we have -- throughout

the State of California, each field office and
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district office |ooked at their tables of
organi zations and did an adjustnent as to either
addi ng or noving or renanm ng or reclassifying sone
positions across all of the table of organizations.

And with sonme hopeful |y additional
budget com ng down the pike, we should be able to
start addi ng nore positions to those crucial areas
that are in need, specifically geologists. W are
going to get hopefully nore of those individuals on
board as well as adm nistrative support assi stance,
sone technical technician work fol ks, archaeol ogi st,
art technicians, biological technicians, and a few
nore supervisors to help spread the wealth, so to
speak, and to have that span of control for those
supervisors that currently have many, many reports
t hat they have to | ook out here on a regul ar basis.

So with that, we are going to go ahead
and start noving through the field managers, starting
wi th Barstow and M. Chil ders.

MR. CHI LDERS: There we go. | couldn't
get nmy canera to cone back on.

Let's see. So, as Greg nentioned, on
the acting field manager for right now, and ny day job
I's the associate field manager in Barstow. W have

continued to work on our -- offering our passes for
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both EI Mrage and Dunont through rec. gov.

There was sone concern with a recent
court case out of Nevada for Red Rock State Park that
had to do with using rec.gov as the sole process for
getting permts and passes out. | think we have
addressed that by the fact that we still have our
ot her options avail able, fee nmachines and fee
| ocations, and people can bypass this generally. So I
don't think that's going to be an issue. W are going
to continue to nove forward with that.

We have a few minor things that are
changi ng, as they noved rec.gov into a nobile app, we
had to make a few changes in the stuff that we had to
nove that forward. So that should be com ng online
within the next nonth or two. We were hoping to have
It done by the end of May, but just didn't quite get
there. So hopefully we will get that |ined out real
quick in the next nonth or two and have that ready for
t he season.

Speaki ng of season things, Dunont Dunes
Road, FHWA should have -- if they haven't rel eased the
contract, they should put that out on the ground for
contract bids, so we should be able to start paving
Dunont Dunes Road from 247 to the fee station, which

wll include the | ow water crossing at the end of
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Amar gosa Ri ver.

Hopefully we will have all that
done -- all of the actual work, the paving work and
the concrete work will all be done before the
Hal | oween holiday. W are hoping that -- we are
hopi ng that we don't have any issues.

We are going to be sending out sone
stuff on social nedia and probably a press rel ease or
two to tal k about the upcom ng construction work and

what the people can expect as they go out to visit

there. The Little Dunes will also be getting a little
bit of gravel in the front, so that will help a little
bit. Hopefully those two -- between those two areas,
we can still give people access to the facilities

during the whol e season, during the off-season, the
summer season, and when we get into October, we wll
know a little bit nore about where we are as far as
use, and peopl e should be able to get out there.

There is stipulations in the contract
to not have construction for that tinme period of
Hal | oween and Nevada day, so hopefully that will be
open for people, and we can get people out there.

Let's see. \What else have | got here.
| think that's about it for that. W are in the

process for Calico Early Man Site. The renediation
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wor k was conpl eted on that, so we are working through
a few mnor things to renediate sonme potential hazards
out there. And once we get those done, we will reopen
that to the public.

And besides Chris's awesone work, if he
continues to with the vole and the sout hwestern pond
turtle and a nunber of different things, a great

presentation

- he is a superstar. He does a |lot of

great things for us, and he continues to keep things

goi ng.

And | don't think I have anything el se,
G eg.

MR MLLER: All right. Thanks, Jeff.
You know, that brings to mnd, | forgot to nention

that, you know, we tal ked about the Anmargosa vole and
Its recovery, but the BLM just recently was able to
assist in taking the Stephen's kangaroo rat off of --
or down-list that from endangered to threatened, with
a lot of the work that is being done on the fuel side
of things fromfire and fuels work that we do. So we
were able to inprove habitat and bring those

popul ations back up and then assist in down-listing
that species, which is really good.

All right. Let's goto EIl Centro with
Ryan.
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MR. CHATTERTON: All right. Just want
to make sure fol ks can hear me well and see ne. | had
to navigate away from Zoom for ny notes.

MR. MLLER: Good. You are good.

MR. CHATTERTON: All right. Thank you,
Greg. | just want to highlight on a coupl e of
additional topics and itens that were not included in
our report out there. All of the report-out itens are
up to date, and we provide the nobst up-to-date
i nformation on the various activities that are
occurring throughout the EIl Centro field office.

W will go by sone categories here. So
|l et's touch on cultural resources.

MR. MLLER Hey, Ryan. You got a

second?

MR. CHATTERTON: Yep.

MR. MLLER. W are having a hard tine
hearing you. | think your m crophone is kind of
being -- is either weak or sonething, so it's
just -- there you go.

MR. CHATTERTON: All right. W are
going to switch it up. And ny apologies. | have

recently been having issues with those, and ny
conputer mc is not the greatest, so, Geg, please

interrupt me if |I'mcom ng through bad, and I wll try
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another alternative if it doesn't work out.

MR. MLLER Yeah, it's still alittle
| ight. How about we go ahead and --

MR. CHATTERTON: Why don't you go on,
and conme back to ne.

MR. MLLER  Yep, that's what we w ||
do. Al right. Let's go to Mke next. Thanks, Ryan.

MR. AHRENS: AlIl right. Alittle bit
of trouble navigating all these buttons.

Thank you. Good afternoon. So, of

course, we also provided a report. |I'mnot going to
go over that whole report, but I'mcertainly avail able
for -- you know, to discuss any of the itens in it

that you mi ght have questions about.

One update, though, fromthe report,
and | did note in the report that we had hired a
natural resources specialist to help us with our range
program We did do that, and sadly she was
i mmedi ately stolen fair and square by another field
office, and so we are back on the hunt for that NRS
position. So, yeah, be watching for that, telling
your natural resource specialist friends that Needles
i's looking for them and woul d be a wonderful place for
themto work.

We did, actually, also hire an NRS
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position for the national nonunment, and | don't have a
start date yet for that position, but it's com ng on
as well. So |ooking forward to expanding those
capabilities.

| would say, additionally, | wanted to
say that in the |last few weeks, we actually received
fundi ng through the bipartisan infrastructure
| egislation to do two projects. One is to create sone
additional trails, hiking trails at the Anboy Crater
Recreation Area. |'mreal excited to get that project
goi ng.

And then, also, we have been working on
and are going to be able to continue to expand and
wor k on sone of our springs and doing sone renoval of
i nvasi ve species and ot her spring enhancenents,
habi t at enhancenents at a nunber of springs. So those
projects got funded. We are all super-excited about
that and getting those projects started here in
actually this year, this fiscal year.

And, then, so it was our intent to have
Noelle -- to share sone of ny tine with Noelle here
today so that she could tal k about the Mjave Trails
Nati onal Monunment and the planning effort. But,
unfortunately, she's unable to attend today, so you're

stuck with me. But going forward, that will be our
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intent, to nake sure that Noelle gets a good -- is
avai lable to you all in future neetings and what have
you.

So Randy nentioned the Zoom neetings
that we held in April, let's see, 16, 19, and 21.
They are essentially the same content in each neeting.
So the intent at those neetings was to focus on the
pl anning effort and the way that BLM sees the planning
go. Randy kind of alluded to sonme of that, sonme of
t hose sideboards and sone of the past planning that
will be incorporated into the nmonunment plan as it is
devel oped. So there will be a witten report that we
are putting together on the findings fromthose Zoom
meetings, and it should be published, we hope in July.

And, Randy, yeah, those neetings were
i ndeed recorded. One of those neetings, recorded
sessions, we intend also to post up on the web maybe
in the next week or so, and we will send out a link to
that to everybody that participated in them so, you
know, you can review it again yourself and/or even
better, share that with your friends and what have you
that you think would have an interest in the M)jave
Trails National Monunent and its planning effort.

So for now the rest of the year as far

as the Mojave Trails National Mnunment planning

Page 55



effort, we are going to continue to focus on our
preplanning efforts. W have a little nore -- sone

ot her data gaps with our cultural resources and our
springs, you know, water information and what have
you, so we are working to fill those gaps through sone
contracts.

We have a new DAC subgroup that we are
very nmuch | ooking forward to standing up with you guys
and hel ping you guys with that. |It's a super |ist,
Randy. |It's a bunch of old friends and a coupl e of
new ones, | ooks |like, too, so real eager and happy to
get that group stood up and engaged in the planning
effort.

And then we are going to continue our
ot her public outreach on the plan, the Zoom neeti ngs
led to a |l ot of discussions fromdifferent interest
groups and requests for Noelle to be invol ved at
various discussions along the way. So she is doing as
much of that as she can as well.

So that | think is what we are --
probably enough fromthe Needles field office for the
nmoment, and it gives you a good idea where we are with
the Mojave Trails planning effort. So that's all |
have at this point, Geg.

MR MLLER: Al right, Mke. Thanks.
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Hang on, Tim |I'mgoing to go back to
Ryan after this. But | did want to say to the DAC
members that M ke nentioned the bipartisan
infrastructure law funds that we are prom sed. W
haven't received that funding yet, but we were
prom sed.

California was -- out of BLM BLM was
prom sed in just the restoration site of things, the
ecol ogical restoration $20 mllion, California was
promsed 5 mllion of that, and the desert district
itself was promsed 3 million of that 5 mllion.

So we are going to be busy, and when
t hat noney hits, we are going to be pretty busy to try
to put those projects into the pipeline to get those
funded and on the -- get them going right away. So
this is actually a no year noney, but they want us to
spend of nmuch of it as we can in this FY.

Di ck, you have sonet hi ng?

MR. HOLLI DAY: Yeah. | had a question
for Mke on his report there just for -- there was a
little article there on about the Brightline
substati on high-speed range station. And | noticed it
said in here that the BLM determ ned that the NEPA
previously prepared by the Federal Railroad Conm ssion

I's not adequate to authorize these facilities. Then

Page 57



the next sentences says, "The NFOw Il conplete a
separate environnental asset -- assessnent to consider
the facility's authorization.™

So what are you going to do that was
different than what was originally given to you?

MR. AHRENS: Ckay. So thank you for
asking that, Dick. So let's be specific that what we
are tal king about is the Ivanpah --

MR. HOLLI DAY: Substati on.

MR. AHRENS: -- Substation.

Subst ati on, converter station --

MR. HOLLI DAY: Yes.

MR. AHRENS: -- specifically. 1In the
previous FRA EIS that was done, that substation was
actually in Baker. And in the new design, it's been
noved up to |Ivanpah. There's significantly nore
critical resources in that site and what have you.

So, you know, it is not an EIS | evel docunent, but to
shore up to nmake the NEPA conpliance, you know, really
nore sustai nable, we wanted to take a chance -- or not
take a chance -- take our time to do an environnental
assessnment to further docunent really the protective
nmeasures that we have put into place to be able to
fill that substation and still protect those critical

resources.
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MR. HOLLI DAY: So what you are going to
do, you're going to give them nore information on what
they have to do to neet your requirenents. |s that --

MR. AHRENS: Correct. Correct.

MR. HOLLI DAY: Okay.

MR. AHRENS: A lot of it really is the
sane. We have already worked with them on sone design
changes fromtheir initial proposal and m nim zed
| npacts, you know, through those design changes. And
so this environnental assessnment will help us docunent
that work and ensure that they are prepared to follow
through with those terns and conditions to mnimze
t he i npacts.

MR. HOLLI DAY: Thank you very nuch.

MR. AHRENS: You are very wel cone.

MR MLLER: All right. Thanks M ke,
and thanks for that question, Dick. Appreciate that.

Al'l right. Let's go back to
M. Chatterton in EIl Centro, and |I'msure he's got it
all ready to go.

MR. CHATTERTON:. We wll see, G eg.
Well, let's do a mc check just to check in here, see
how t he volune level is and see if there's any
concerns with --

MR. MLLER: Sounds good so far.
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MR. CHATTERTON: All right. Well,
don't hesitate to interrupt nme if anything conmes up.
This is my third and | ast m crophone option, so if it
doesn't work out, I will send you sone notes, G eg,
and maybe you can finish the report out for ne.

But as | nentioned before, the report
out that was provided to the DACis up to date with
t he nost recent information on the topics that was
provi ded there.

| do have sonme additional itenms that |
would like to cover in a few  resource areas. W wl
start off with our cultural resources. W have been
working with Inperial Valley Desert Muiseumw th a
curation of various itens that have been placed with
them-- it's a repository and curate for the EIl Centro
field office. They are an approved repository for the
cultural material that are recovered fromthe
surroundi ng regions there, and it is nice that we have
a resource that we are able to work with to have these
resources stored locally here. W continue to work
with them on public outreach and education efforts
there and al so provide themw th supplies and
materials that are needed for the curation of various
resources that are in their care.

In the realmof |ands and realty
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managenent, we do have a right-of-way with the
California Departnent of Water Resources for the Salt
and Sea Speci es Conservation Habitat Project. The
project in total covers about 3,770 acres of I|and.
And of those, 488 acres are BLM adm ni stered public

| ands. This project is currently in the construction
phase. |t was analyzed a while ago, | want to say
back in 2017, but | don't renmenber right off the top
of nmy head the exact tineframe of that.

But what that this project seens to do
is to preserve habitat for mgratory bird popul ati ons
as well as the endangered pup fish out there, and it's
slated to mtigate dust associated with playa that is
bei ng exposed.

We di d have opportunity to tour the
site recently, and it is amazing to see the work that
I s being conducted out there and | ook forward to that
site com ng on board. They probably have anot her year
of construction associated with it, and then they wll
start punping saline water as well as fresh water
that's coming in fromthe | ocal resources to create a
habitat that is appropriate for these mgratory birds
and, again, the desert puff fish.

| do have an update here that was not

I ncl uded for the FMP Gold Corporation Exploration
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Project. This is a drilling programthat FMP CGold
Corp. has proposed in the Cargo Miuchacho Mount ai ns and
Eastern I nperial County. The project does propose to
have sonme new, tenporary, and pernanent roads
associated with their drilling program There wll be
a street staging area for the Conpany to continue its
underground mning activities within the area, and
they will also have a helicopter access drill pad
associated with the project.

We recently went through a scoping
period associated with this project. That scoping
period closed on April 4th, and the BLM did receive
comment |letters fromthe Environmental Protection
Agency, the Native Anerican Land Conservancy, the
Desert Tortoise Council, and various conservation
organi zati ons such as Center for Biological Diversity
Sierra Club Western Watersheds Project and al so the
Conservati on Lands Foundati on.

Wth those, we will begin the process
of drafting an environnental assessnent associ ated
with it, and once conplete, we wll be able to put
that out for public coment and review after that EA
is pulled together.

For our recreation, we've had nultiple

activities going on. | just want to highlight a

Page 62



couple of them One, we were able to establish a new
partnership and continue to strengthen our existing
ones. Tread Lightly San Diego Of-Road Coalition, the
California O f-Road Vehicle Association.

SC Must [ph] and M| estar Tire Conpany
have all cone together recently to assist with many
cl ean-up events, at least two recently here that | can
think of off the top of ny head that was al ong the
sout hern edge of the Coyote Mountain W derness. W
met there and did sonme cleanup associated with various
trigger trash, which is common in that area. The area
Is used for recreational shooting along Route 085 and
other main routes around the Plaster City open OHV
ar ea.

So happy to continue our partnerships
there and to address this. Although, you know, target
shooting is an approved recreation activity, the
littering that is associated with it is not. And so
certainly we have sone work to do to continue our
efforts to address the littering that occurs in these
areas fromthat activity.

We have al so worked to inprove the
wi | der ness val ues, the natural ness, solitude and
primtive recreation value to the Coyote and --

Mountain Wl derness area specifically. W have done
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some work out at the Wnd Caves Trail head as well as
the Fossil -- the Fossil Canyon, Coyote Muntain, and
Meyers Vall ey.

Cl ark Roads, we have inproved and
install ed new barriers within these areas, as we have
had sone recent notifications from nenbers of the
publ i ¢ about encouraging themto these w | derness
areas. And so there was a need to address these
access points and to ensure that the w | derness
characteristics are able to continue to be in place
and avoid the off-highway vehicle incursions into
t hose wi |l derness areas.

And then, lastly, I wll touch on our
gui ded desert interpretive hike program The nost
recent hike that we were able to do was nore of a
brief trail excursion out into the Hauser Geode Beds
Site, and then we were able to hike around and do a
little bit of rockhoundi ng out there with nmenbers of
the public to | ook for sone geodes in Hauser Geode
Beds.

It was a great opportunity to interact
with menbers of the public and to be able to educate
them on the vari ous geology of the area and what to
| ook for as you are out there conducting these

rockhoundi ng activities. W had one of our partners
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out there. Let's see here. It was the I|nperial
Vall ey Gem and M neral Society had representation out
there, and we were able to tal k about the MOU t hat we
have in place for managenent of that area. It was a
great day. |, nyself, was able to participate in the
activity and had a very enjoyable tine there and bring
my son out to enjoy that opportunity there.

So that's where | wll end it today

with ny report out, but certainly happy to take any

guesti ons.

MR. MLLER: Thank you, Ryan. Any
gquestions for Ryan? AlIl right. |'mnot seeing any
hands.

Let's go ahead and nove to Tim G || oon
Pal m Spri ngs- Sout hcoast .

MR. G LLOON: Good afternoon. Just
want to cover, as you indicated, we will touch on some
monunment stuff, and |I'm not going to go too nuch in-
depth on issues related to the report, but | wll
start with expanding on the Sand to Snow Nati ona
Monunment planning effort.

Currently, the vision is to sort of
tier that and mrror that process to Mke's efforts
over with the Mdjave Trails National Mnunent, and we

w || have plenty of opportunity to do that.
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Currently, that project is a little bit further behind
in the planning process, also in ternms of when we are
pl anni ng on engagi ng with the public and can consi der
a subgroup fromthe DAC in the next year or the
followng related to this planning effort. But we are
| ooking to push this project a little bit further just
so that we can focus on sone of the other issues that
we have going on at projects and also to allow the

Moj ave Trails to really get sonme good focus and public
i nvol venment. So in general, that's the status of that
pl anni ng effort for that national nonunent.

Wth both of our national nonuments,
our main ones that we have are the Sand to Snow, Santa
Rosa and San Jacinto nountains. W work closely with
t he San Bernardi no National Forest and the U S. Forest
Service on that on our staffing issues and our
volunteers. Recently the canp post out of the Big
Morongo preserve that was hel ping out us on our ACEC
in in that area.

Dee Zeller, just recently retired, if
you're famliar with him so we have been working wth
the County and that friends group there to nake sure
that that is -- the work there has continued to picked
up by volunteers or our partners with the County. The

Friends of the Desert Mountain are also doing a really
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great job providing volunteers and hel ping us out on
t he Santa Rosa and San Jaci nto Mountai ns Nati onal
Monument, again, hel ping us open up and staff the
visitor center.

Sone of you may have heard, we recently
had a little bit of a break-in, not of the actual
facility itself, but some of the outlying storage that
we had there, | believe. And so we are working
t hrough those issues and just nmaking sure that we are
getting the support of the community, so we appreciate
t hat .

| ssues that abound on both nmonunents,
of course, are unauthorized trails or signage issues.
So -- and, of course, we have seen cattle in sensitive
areas on both. Both nmonunents reports to that. So,
again, we work with the community to address those
I ssues and apply our resources to inprove signage, get
out there and work with our partners, try and maintain
t hose sensitive areas.

Ot her projects that we have going on,
the Morongo Com Sites EA [ph] finished up its public
comment period, and so we are expecting a report back
fromour contractor on that and review that and go
t hrough that comment anal ysis.

Ot her projects, the Ship Creek Guzzler
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EA that we are working with CDFWcurrently on hold for
sone adm n and contracting i ssues, but we expect to
have that one out sonme tinme and inplenmented around

Oct ober or shortly thereafter. W are continuing to
work with CDFW on our grants for OHV and getting

si gnage and various inmprovenents going on. W expect
an EA in the future, in the near future to address
recreation facility inprovenments around the

Meccacopa -- Meccacopia OHV special recreation
managenment area.

And al so going on currently, we have
just started our cleanup at the Inland Gane Shooti ng
Range with San Bernardi no kangaroo rat, and so doing
sone cl eanup options there for under a circle project
as well as habitat and inprovenent for that species.

Let's see here. Oher issues in
general, again, we have been fielding a | ot of
conpl aints and questions, calls about access and
illegal off-road use and other things. So again, we
continue to work with our partners to nmake sure that
we are getting | aw enforcenent out, we are getting our
signage in place, and just increasing our partnership
efforts.

The ot her issues we have, of course,

i1l egal shooting is still an issue, both in the desert
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area as well as the Southcoast region. So we

are -- our |law enforcenent are engaging with that, and
we are trying to make sure that we are protecting our
resources, because, again, you've got those fires that
start. We just had when that happened in Southcoast.
So, again, trying to work that issue.

Long-term pl anning for us, the
Sout hcoast Resource Managenent Pl an, we have got to
get through sone of these other major planning efforts
before we can really start in earnest. But a | ot of
these issues I'msure will come up during that
pl anning effort in a couple of years once we get
that -- once we get that planning effort started.

Greg nentioned the work that we have
done to sort of reorganize our task organi zation. And
so one of the unique things that we are going to be
focusing on here is trying to anplify our public
engagenent, and the associate field manager, Janet
Cheek, will be leading that effort and just trying to
make sure that we are partnering, doing nore outreach,
and trying to bring nore people and get that inclusive
perspective there.

So, also, we are going to be restarting
our quarterly neeting wwth our travel partners. And

just -- that's as we nove out of the pandem c
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conditions, we are really excited to get to start
wor king with people face to face, and we are | ooking
forward to the fall's DAC neeting in person as well.

And, then, | would Iike to close out
with giving sonme kudos to our staff. | want to
recogni ze a lot of ny realty staff and our resources
staff in conjunction with doing all of our renewable
energy work and our other |ands workl oad for various
utilities and, you know, working the |and' ten-year
actions, special usage permts. W are also
processing those filmpermts. So, Dan, | know you
w ||l be happy to hear that.

And, also, we had another staffing
person retire out of Dos Palmas, Billy Pope. And so
kudos to our maintenance and park ranger fol ks. They
are doing sone overtinme for themvoluntarily, just
maki ng sure that we are keeping that facility up and
running and getting that taken care of.

And then, finally, I will put a plug
out for anybody who knows people | ooking for work and
want to cone work and be partners with us. W are
| ooki ng for maintenance, park rangers, archaeol ogists,
antici pate sone program nmanager positions and, al so,
we have got one nore |aw enforcenent position we are

still looking to -- still looking to fill. So, again,
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put the word out. We would |like to see sone nore
applicants, especially diversity applicants, just to
make sure that we are hiring the best people and doi ng
our outreach with the community and working with all

of our public.

That's it. End of report for Palm
Spri ngs- Sout hcoast, pendi ng any questi ons.

MR MLLER: All right. Thanks, Tim
Any questions for TinP Dan.

MR. TAYLOR: Yeah. You had nentioned
that there's sone issues with illegal shooting. |Is
this something that is districtwde, all the different
districts are having issues with that? | know Barstow
was having issues with illegal pot grows. Is illegal
shooting sonmething that is consistent across the
board, or is it happening just in one region, from
what we know?

MR MLLER | can answer that, Tim
First, Palm Springs-Southcoast, it's a unique area.
The Sout hcoast area is really close to a | ot of
communities. And so a |ot of those areas are opposed
to shooting, recreational shooting or any kind of
target shooting at all. Many other areas across the
district, Ridgecrest, Needles, Palm-- or, excuse ne,

Barstow, and El Centro.
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El Centro does have sonme areas that are
sensitive as well, but, also, nost of those -- a |ot
of those areas are open. Maybe not as nmuch of an
I ssue with illegal shooting, but the issue is trigger
trash, we call it, you know. Just making -- there's a
| ot of individuals who are very excited about taking
their new weapon out into the field and shooting up
what ever they can shoot up. And then but all that
brass, all those shotgun shells, all those target
materials maintain -- are left on the ground, and it
is a large cleanup for BLM And it happens a |lot, and
every year we are doing the cleanup.

MR. BAGLEY: Yeah, that is
di sappoi nting that, you know, we have got the off-
roaders, who are really good at cleaning up whatever
t he use, you know. |If this was a place where they
could legally shoot, clean up after yourselves, you
know. That is sad to hear that that is happening, and
| amall for nore noney for the | aw enforcenent to be
able to curtail some of these issues.

MR. MLLER  Thanks, Janes.

MR. GILLOON: Yeah, and | will be
conducting nore outreach to sone of the communities in
that area just to make sure that we are letting people

know t hat especially during these fire cl osure areas
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that, hey, we need to, you know, pay attention to our
resources. Do things the right way. And, also, that
is going to be setting the stage for, as | nentioned
before, our Southcoast Resource Managenent Pl anning.

| think this will be probably a topic that will be

di scussed in detail as we try and nmake sure that -- we
recogni ze that resource or that recreation public use
Is a need. We just need to make sure it is done
responsi bly.

MR. TAYLOR: Thank you, Tim Thank
you, G eg.

MR. M LLER: | believe that, Jayne, you
had a question?

M5. POVWELL: Yes. |'mnot a shooter
and | don't have a gun, but would it be appropriate to
have a designated area for people to do target
practice? Because the shot that cones out of the
shells is wet, or at least it used to be, and that
creates pollution in the soil that is toxic to a |ot
of things. So if we had sone designated confined
spaces that people could use, would that be sonething
appropri ate?

MR. G LLOON: Yes, that's sonething
that is likely going to be an option in our planning

in the future. Arizona BLM Col orado, | know | worked
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on it alot in the forest service. There's a |ot of
ot her places that just recognize as we have popul ati on
growt h extending closer to our public lands for sone
of that rural and just getting out there, it's
becom ng an i ssue.

And so case in point is the Inland Fish
and Ganme Range cleanup that is going on. A lot of the
| ead and toxicity built up over the decades of
shooting at that facility is having to go through
certain cleanup action. And so what we find is in
certain areas where you have undesignated -- you have
open shooting, people like to congregate and go to
areas that are famliar. And so one of the things I
woul d be [ ooking at is reaching out to the conmunity
and trying to |locate and find those areas and try and
just make sure that we get a little bit nore outreach
to the public and say, "Is this a better option? 1Is
this a better way to provide responsible recreational
sports shooting?"

So that is probably going to be a topic
and an option that we | ook at in the future.

MS. POVWELL: Thank you.

MR. BANIS: And, if | may, regulating
recreational shooting is different than regul ating

hunting. Two different paths and two different
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courses for doing so. And sonetines one gets confused
for the other, particularly if one's hearing sonebody.
They may think, oh, gee, recreational shooting is
| oud, when maybe there is only hunting going on, or
Vi ce versa.

MR. G LLOON: Yes.

M5. POWELL: Well, | was thinking of

recreational shooting as basically |ike target

practi ce.

MR. G LLOON: Yes.

MR. MLLER M. Stovin.

MR. STOVI N: Oh, thanks. | just wanted
to chinme in. | spoke to a previous Palm Springs field

of fi ce manager about shooting in a particul ar area,
and he said that concentrating the lead in the area,
the lead can seep down into the water, and it can
create a real problemfor an area and that they prefer
it to be dispersed.

Some of you might be famliar with the
term Superfund. |If you get too nmuch lead in one area,
you can have a real problem so as much as they'd |ike
to concentrate it in an area, that could cause
difficult problens.

So, Tim | comented on the state parks

grant you guys wote, and | asked a couple of
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guestions. | haven't heard back. Maybe you coul d
have them get back to ne. One of them was you
menti oned four canping areas that off-road vehicle
users use. | wasn't sure which ones those were.

MR. GILLOON: Okay. | will get with
Dan Casank [ph], and I will follow up with you next
week or the follow ng on that.

MR. STOVIN. Yeah, that would be great.
| woul d appreciate it.

MR. G LLOON: COkay. And just for
addr essi ng your comment about the concentration of
shooti ng, when we consider shooting areas now, usually
there's sonme sort of |lining or engineering controls
that we use to mtigate or reduce the anmount of
| eachi ng that happens fromthose concentrated areas.

The challenge is, is right now we have
people that are naturally organically concentrating
their shooting and their fires and their debris and
one particular area, and there is no planning. There
I's no environnmental controls or engineering controls
to account for that.

So it's happening al ready. W just
need to make sure we address and hopefully better plan
on howto mtigate those and make that a responsible

shooting | ocation. But, yes.
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MR MLLER: All right. Thanks, Tim
Let's go ahead and conti nue noving on and go to
M. Synons out of Ridgecrest.

MR. SYMONS: Hey, good afternoon. |'m
not going to redo the stuff in the report, but I wll
do sone updates where we have sone changes from when
we put the report together. Qut there for LADWP, we
are working on the places |ike dans. W' re working on
two fiber-optics lines, one to the southern end up
near the dam we have al ready processed, but the
northern one we are still having cultural testing
bei ng done. There's been a | ot of inadvertent
di scoveries in association with the dam so we want to
do sone testing to make sure that before they trench
to put that line in that we can find as many of those
as we can and mtigate that.

On the cultural side, we have found a
well in a cultural district that has on offensive
name, and so we sent letters out to the tribes and to
t he BLM actual |ead, so | ooking at trying get that
renanmed. We just found that |ocated on the
maps -- just a few weeks ago, so we are entering into
t hat process.

As far as grazing, we are still working

with the Deep Springs College, and we are trying to do
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Russian thistle weed eradication. Up in a Fish Lake
Vall ey, we are -- we have got one fenced off area and
one area that won't be fenced off that we are trying
different nethods to see if we could try to get a
handl e on the Russian thistle weed problemup there
t hey have goi ng.

We are working on Yeager Sol ar Project.
We do have a project manager assigned for that.
Carrie Whods is going to be the project nanager for
that project. She is doing a detail right now, but
when she is kind of wearing nore than one hat, which
Is fairly common, but she will be doing that. And,
then, this will be our second solar project that we
are doing under DRECP. Hopefully it will be an EA,
sane as our first one that we had goi ng t hrough.

We are al so working on the w deni ng of
O ancha 395, where it is going around O ancha. They
have found some things that were being hel ped out by
Bi shop. They're actually taking the lead for cultural
on that. Lot of it -- nost of it is up in the Bishop
field office, but there has been a few finds that are
on our side of the line, so we've been working with
t hem

We do have two |ithium proposals --

well, one lithium project that in Panam nt Valley that
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is there. |It's kind of on hold. W are waiting on
sone cultural reports fromthe applicant before we can
nove forward on that. And then recently we had an

I nquiry, a person wants to do lithiumon Searles Dry
Lake. The issue with that is that we do have a solid
| easabl e, Searles Valley Mnerals. 1It's on that

| akebed, and they are under two different ones. The
lithiumis under | ocatables and under the regul ations,
whereas the solid | easables that Searles Vall ey

M neral s operates under. So we are still waiting to
see whet her or not the person wants to pursue that in
t here.

But for those that are famliar with
Searles Valley, they do inject brine solution in and
then pull it out, and then they drop out the chem cals
that -- mnerals that they are | ooking to sell and
then put the water back into the dry |ake bed. So it
is already circulating that water and m nerals through
dryers.

Anot her thing working on in mning is
that there's a nunmber of small mnes that are right on
the verge that had to get plan of operations. But
t hey are now expanding to the point where they are
going to be covered under SMARA, so we are trying to

work with the counties to try to nake sure that those
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smal | m ning operations are conpliant w th SMARA.

That is part of our permtting operation that we do.
They have to be in conpliance with that as well. And
so sone of themaren't used to dealing with SMARA, so
it's alittle different process that we are trying to
go through.

We are also working on a | and sal e
proposal for the Golden Queen Mne. That's a |arge
gol dm ne there outside of Mjave that they want to buy
a piece of property there. It was brought up in the
original environnmental assessnent years and years ago
when they permtted the mne. It is inside the fenced
area of the -- mne, so they would like to get the
surface rights on that.

On the recreation side, sonme of the
things we are doing, California city is wanting to get
an R&PP | ease. There is sone property, isolated BLM
parcels that are right near some of their big
recreation. They have a highway vehicle programthere
that they would like to add an addition to that to the
par ks they were working on.

We're also -- it's partly wildlife,
partly recreation, but the DTRNA, the naturalist is
out there, and this year we did fix up a new trailer

for the outreach for people to go in. It is
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interpretive trailer. And then with the help
of -- assistance of the Barstow field office, we were
able to borrow one of their travel trailers so that
the main naturalist and the relief naturalist don't
have to share a trailer, trying to -- with the COVID
situation going on. So we actually put two trailers
out there, one for each worker out there to try to
hel p reduce exposure on that. So appreciate that from
the Barstow field office, letting us have one of their
trailers for the season.

We are doing a lot of filmpermts.
Most recently we had a perfume commercial with well
over 100 people out there and props in front of
pi nnacles. They were trying to do it, and it was
getting kind of hot out there, and they were begi nning
to get sone conplaints fromsone of the people that
were out there, the nodels that got | guess really
sunburned, didn't realize that -- didn't bring
sunscreen. |I'msure it's nore amusing to ne than it
was to the people that got burnt. So it's definitely
getting hot out there this tinme of year.

Sonme of the other things we are doing
with the wild horse and borrow, we did have to shut
down the Gather early due to the logistical problens

and some ot her stuff. Some of the areas we wanted to
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go had to cross Searles Valley Lake Bed with their
operation, which we could only do on weekdays. But we
could only fly in the mlitary, which is where we were
runni ng the burros out of on the weekends, so it

just -- they didn't match, and they were having a | ot
of problens. Plus, as | said, it was getting hotter,
and a | ot of the burros were going higher and just
couldn't push the burros that far w thout risking any
I njury heat problens with the burros, so we ended up
quitting. W ended up getting 181 burros out of the
Gather. We were hoping to get al nost 500, but as |
said, it just didn't work out for that.

Sone of the things, we do have our
range person on board now. W have hired a natura
resource specialist as well. W are still waiting on
the -- we've got two wildlife biologist positions
vacant. The cert to close or the announcenents cl ose,
we are waiting on the certs for those.

We did hire a supervisory | aw
enforcenent ranger, so we are still waiting for a
start date along with the natural resource specialist.
Then our wild horse and burro corrals are done a
coupl e of positions, which has really been hanperi ng
their ability to do a ot of the operations. W have

sone staff that is helping fill in here and there at
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critical tinmes, but those two announcenents shoul d
hopefully go on the street within the next week. |'m
hopi ng maybe this com ng week to be out on the street.

We did do interviews for the geol ogi st,

and we are still -- we picked -- we nade a sel ection,

but we are waiting to see if they will actually accept
the position. | just submtted that up at the end of

this week.

Any ot her things, our building is now
back in operation. W are noved back into the
building. W've still got a lot of files and other
stuff to put away, but people are generally back in
the office. It wll be fully opened on the 23rd.
Doors open, but staff will -- some staff will still be
tel eworking, so | advise people to make calls and nake
an appointnent if they are trying to ook for a
speci alist, because if you stop by, they nmay be
teleworking that day. So it's sonething -- the new
way we are doing business with the tel eworking that
wll be going on that -- trying to make sure that any
one tinme that sonebody is in the office. It's best to
pl an ahead and make an appoi ntnent for that.

Those are the highlights, unless
sonebody has got sone questions.

MR. MLLER: Thanks, Carl. Ed, do you
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have your hand up still? Did you have a questi on,
sir? Okay. There you go --

MR. STOVIN. Sorry, | can never put it
down.

MR. MLLER Ckay. All right. Any
gquestions for Carl?

Okay. Let's nove al ong, and we have,
| ast but not | east is Freddi e Espinoza, our assistant
district field -- excuse ne, fire officer for the
Desert District Interagency Fire Program Take it
away, Freddie.

MR. ESPI NOZA: All right. Good
afternoon. Thanks, Greg. So, yeah, | just -- we put
that report in also and just have a few updates on
sone of the categories in that, so I'll just kind of
go over those.

So fire incidents have increased since
we've submitted that. W' ve had eight additiona
fires within the program area for an additional little
over eight and a half acres, so we are up to about
twenty three and a half acres of fires on the
district, and we are expecting that to increase as we
continue into the sumrer.

Let's see. So we are continuing to

make some additional progress on our fuels projects.
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So the total acreage to date has increased a little
bit, so we've gotten about 6,332 acres conpleted in
our fuels treatnent.

Let's see. The mtigation and
education projects, so we have folks staffing, you
know, since the opening of the L. A County Fair. W
have got that started on May 5th, and we've got fol ks
staffing that at the Anerica's Great Qutdoors Exhibit.

So far they have contacted about 3,000
people. Normally, they usually get a little bit nore
contact when the school districts would bring their
fourth graders there, but they're not doing that this
year, because, you know, they're getting back into
the -- out of the COVID era. So -- but they are out
there and contacting people, giving the fire
preventi on nessage and tal ki ng about our BLM | ands.

Still making sonme progress. W' ve got
all of our seasonal enployees, and things are staffing
up for the summer for our fire nodul es.

We have recently participated in sonme
career fairs at sonme of our California Conservation
Core facilities here in -- one over there by Lake
El sinore and the other one in San Bernardi no. Those
were pretty successful. And we just did another one

at Victor Valley College, so we're trying to reach out
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to folks to, you know, get sone nore folks into the
BLM W' re focusing on the fire program but we also
i nclude all the other staff areas in the BLM when we
do those fairs.

| think that's about all | have for
updates, Greg, unless there's any questions.

MR. MLLER: Thanks, Freddie. Any
gquestions for Freddie? | don't see any hands com ng
up.

| do want to say that we did -- the
district did just publish their new fire instructions
about, what, two weeks ago, Freddie, or a little bit
nore? So we're --

MR. ESPI NOZA: Yes --

MR. MLLER:. Yeah, go ahead.

MR. ESPI NOZA: Those went into effect
on May 2nd, so that we went into stage 1 and stage 2
fire restrictions throughout the district.

MR. MLLER  And, then, that's online,
I f you wanted to find out where those -- a little bit
nore restrictive on what you can use. There's no
nore -- anyway, | can't get into it alittle bit nore.
| don't know exactly what it is, but -- wthout
reading it.

Al right. One nore thing I would Iike
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to say before we close out the BLM side of this thing,
Randy, is that it's been, what, since m d-March of
2020 that nost of the offices for the BLM have been
closed to the public and not open at all. There are
sone BLM offices that were open certain days of the
week or by appointnment or sonething like that.

But starting the 31st of May, all
offices will be open for BLMfor the public five days

a week. That's when BLM enpl oyees will be going back

to work full time. They will be under their tel ework
agreenents. There will be sonebody either in the
office all the time to answer -- to address the public

t hat conmes in and answer phones and stuff |ike that;
however, there are sone that are still going to be
working tel ework. They won't be there five days a
week, but they will be there a couple days a week or
at |l east two days a pay period is what our policy
calls for.

So I'm |l ooking forward to that,
actually being in the office and seeing nore people,

even though nmy drive to Palm Springs is an hour, but

that's okay. |It's nice.
But, anyway, | think that's it for the
BLM fol ks, Randy, and | will turn it back over to you.

MR. BANIS: Well, terrific. Thank you
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for that report and thanks as always for getting the
report done to us early, and we have a chance to | ook
at it a couple of days in advance, because it is very
t hor ough.

For menbers of the public, if you
haven't seen the report, you can obtain that on the
Desert Advisory Council's webpage. |It's easy to get
to. Just go to your favorite search engine and type
Desert Advisory Council. Boom There it is.

So thank you, Greg. Appreciate it.
Thanks to the whole team for the update. W are stil
doing very well on tinme. W have another presentation
in front of us, which is sonething different. W are
havi ng a presentation.

This one is -- let ne nmake sure |I'm on
the right page. Here we are. This presentation is
going to be on the National Renewable Energy -- by the
Nati onal Renewabl e Energy Laboratory, researcher Paul
Denholm and he is joining us today to tal k about
battery energy storage systens, which have becone
I ncreasingly inportant as we expand renewabl e energy
projects in the desert.

So | wuld like to give Paul a second
to get situated, and the floor is now all yours.

Thank you for joining us today, Paul. Wlcone to the
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Desert Advisory Council .

MR. DENHOLM  Sure, great. Happy to be
here. And so | am a researcher at the Nationa
Renewabl e Energy Laboratory. | work on grid
I ntegration of renewabl e energies, focusing on
basically how do we get utilities that want to get
nore wi nd and solar on the power grid. | -- | help
those utilities, so | work in a lot of different
st at es.

| worked on the Los Angel es Renewabl e
Energy Plan for 100 percent renewables, and a big
focus of ny work is on energy storage, not just
battery storage but all different storage
t echnol ogi es.

Excuse nme a second. Let nme just close
of f the door here.

So I'"'mgoing to be talking a little bit
about battery storage for the grid, and my focus is
really on the grid. | don't really know much about
transportation applications other than the battery I
have in nmy car. But |let nme go ahead and kind of give
you an overview of what we are tal king about.

So we are tal king about stationary
battery systens here. So here's two exanples. The

|l eft one is kind of a cartoon of what a
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battery -- grid battery |looks like. And so you have
basically got a bunch of nodules. That is the battery
nodul es are -- essentially, there's just many, many of
the little lithiumion batteries you have in your
phone or in your flashlight. [It's the sanme thing,
just thousands or tens of thousands of these small
batteries all put in these containers and ultimtely
connected into the grid via an inverter.

It's the sanme technology that is used
i n photovoltaics. They convert the DC electricity
into kind of the grid conpatible AC electricity, step
it up through a transfornmer, and that's all there is
toit. There's not, you know, nmuch in the way of
novi ng parts, and there's fans to keep things cool.
But there's not nmuch in the way of water or any other
conplicated issues |like you have with conventi onal
t hermal power plants.

The i mage on the right is an actual
installation, so that's a San Diego Gas & Electric
i nstallation, just under 40 nmegawatts in capacity. So
that's just kind of what they | ook IiKke.

The technol ogy that we are typically
tal king about is lithiumion. So there's tons of
different batteries. | think nost people are probably

famliar now wth lithiumion batteries. Bef ore t hat
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it was -- you know, people knew about |ead acid
batteries, which is your car battery that you use to
start your engine. But npost of the batteries being
installed are lithiumion batteries, really benefiting
fromthe technol ogy i nprovenents on, again, the

t echnol ogy devel oped for your cell phones but now
primarily in electric vehicles.

These are pretty efficient. They can
return about 85 percent of the energy put into them
That is conpared to, say, a punp hydro plant, which is
going to typically be a little bit less than that,
maybe 75 percent round-trip efficiency.

And with careful controls, and this is
a big difference between a stationary application on
your phone. You probably -- your phone probably is
not going to last ten years. You probably have al
experienced the fact that, you know, two, three, four
years l|later you are battery in your phone doesn't | ast
as long. But carefully nmanaged stationary batteries,
they are warrantied for nmuch | onger than that, and we
expect, you know, 10 plus years. People say 15. |I'm
alittle conservative. | typically think of a 10- to
12-year lifetinme. But we are seeing substantially
| onger lives in stationary applications than we do in

your cell phone.
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So these are really flexible. They
could be scaled up and down in size, and the vast,
vast majority of batteries being installed are this
particular lithiumion technol ogy.

One of the nice things about a battery
t echnol ogy as opposed to a traditional thermal power
pl ant or sonething |like a punp storage plant is you
could build these very quickly. | mean if you | ook at
what those installations |ook |ike, they |ook very
nodul ar in nature. You're going to have maybe a
bui | di ng, depending on the size, that -- again, these
are going to be largely prefab.

So these things can go in really,
really quickly, and so that's one of the nice things
about battery storages. Once you've got the
permtting and everything else, you can put these in
really fast.

So why we are tal king about storage is
this basically source of great flexibility. And the
sinplest way is a source of peaking energy. The basic
idea is you are storing electricity during off-peak
periods in the mddle of the night or increasingly
kind of in the early afternoon when the sun is up, and
t hen discharging that in that hot sumrer afternoon.

So typically thisis a4 to8p.m is
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when these things want to be discharged. Particularly
i n kind of sumrer hot peaking systens where the air
conditioning demand peaks around 4 to 8 p.m or 3 to

7 p.m That is when these batteries are going to be
di scharged. So that application is the primry
interest that a ot of utilities have right now to
install these technol ogi es.

And, of course, increasingly they are
bei ng used to address the overproduction or the
abundance of solar energy that we have during the late
norning to early afternoon. So this is the kind of
famobus duck curve, which is essentially show ng that
net demand or when you think about the normal demand
for electricity and you subtract out the contribution
fromsolar in the mddle of the day, you're kind of
carving out this belly of the duck.

And the idea is as California and other
pl aces put nore and nore solar onto the grid, they had
this reduced demand for electricity in the m ddle of
the day. And at sonme point, and we have already seen
this, you actually have nore energy fromthe sun than
you can actually use on the grid. And so the idea is
to use storage to store that energy in the m ddl e of
the day and then to discharge that later in the

af t er noon.
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So why are we seeing this resurgence of
storage or the interest in batteries? It is because
the costs are com ng dowmn. And we see this trend
across multiple renewable technologies. This is
a -- basically showng if you kind of go back and
start at sonme fixed point in tine ten years ago or
say -- ten years ago and say, okay, how much has the
cost been reduced on a percentage basis, you can see
that the cost of PV, photovoltaics, wind, they are
com ng down, but the cost of battery packs, lithium
i on battery packs have conme down trenendously in the
| ast ten years and now are a cost-conpetitive option
for utilities.

So increasingly, basically what that
means i s ignoring renewable portfolio standards,

i gnoring climte, you know, concerns, just on a sinple
econom ¢ basis, if you don't care at all about, you
know, environnmental issues and are just |ooking at it
on a pure cost basis, battery is now cost conpetitive
wth traditional peaking assets. Those are basically
gas turbines, sane type of thing you see on a jet

engi ne. There's basically a powerplant version of
that, and batteries are now cost conpetitive with

t hose technol ogies that are used to neet that peak

demand, that kind of four-hour peak demand in those
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hot summer afternoons.

So here's an exanple of, you know,
again, nore specifically the cost, the absolute cost
now on the cost of the nodule. And the nunbers don't
really matter other than we have seen this significant
decrease in costs. And the point is that at these
current |levels, again, they are cost conpetitive.

" mgoing to skip this one. W have
done a bunch of nodeling at NREL to kind of break down
t hese costs to understand the source of continued cost
declines so that what we can do at NREL, what | do for
a living, is understand what the potenti al
opportunities are for further cost reductions, and
what does that translate into the actual ability of
utilities to increase the use of energy storage.

So here is just an exanple of how we
are nodeling the different conponents: the battery
nodul e itself, the cost of laying down the concrete
pad and sone of those other things, which isn't going
to conme down very nmuch other than kind of |earning by
doing. But the technol ogy cost are so focused on the
battery nodul es thensel ves.

So we do a bunch of these kinds of
t hings, and we conme up with curves that | ook like this

to show what the potential opportunities are. And the
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point of this is just show ng that under kind of
standard, you know, even ignoring, again, policy
constraints, we expect a very large growh in
batteries in this country for stationary application
i n the com ng decades.

So, again, these would be accel erated
if there were nore aggressive renewabl e standards or
climate action. But, again, under a business as usual
scenari o, we see very, very |large opportunities for
stationary storage. So we expect this to be a real
thing increasingly in the com ng years and decades.

And it's not just us. A lot of people
are projecting these large growhs. But one of the
interesting things is it's going to be really still
dom nated by electric vehicles. That green slice
there, it looks small, and it is mybe small on a
relative basis, but it's really only small because,
you know, vehicles have so nmuch nore battery kind of
per person.

I f you think about how nuch battery you
need for your car versus how nuch battery you need to
hel p support your grid, it's a lot nore in the
vehicle. So that's why we see these trends setting.
It's going to be really dom nated by vehicle

applications. But that doesn't -- you know, that
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doesn't get to the issue of, you know, there is stil
going to be huge growth for stationary applications.

So | know | went through that really
qui ckly, but |I wanted to nake sure there would be tine
for questions, and so | could kind of address your
I nterests and your concerns about the future of this
technol ogy and where it m ght be going.

MR. BANI'S: Thank you, Paul. That was
great of you to join us and put that together.

MR. DENHOLM  Sure.

MR. BANIS: |I'mgoing to bring up ny
participant |ist and see who has their hands up. To
no surprise, thank you, Dick. Dick Holliday has the
first question.

MR. HOLLI DAY: Yeah. Thank you, Paul .
That was very interesting. |'mglad you showed the
duck curve, because that is a big issue in California.

| have a couple of questions on this
battery thing as far as the batteries are charging.
We are having -- and as | nentioned to our people
before, we are having a lot of curtailnment in
California just because, well, |ike you showed there
in that duck curve, we have nuch nore energy in the
afternoons than we can have, and there's reasons that

we can't just froma control standpoint for the
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frequency, we can't use all of the solar that we have.
Are these plants set up so that the solar could charge
the batteries even if they are not connected to the
power grid?

MR. DENHOLM Yeah. So | ama -- full
di sclosure, | ama big grid guy. So |I don't work on
di stributed applications, and ny kind of personal bias
iIs | like to see large grids, just because they tend
to be nore cost-effective. But they absolutely can
be, you know, connected in such a way that they can
charge directly off of the sol ar.

The application that | think wll
probably be nost cost-effective is changing the
configuration of a PV plus storage hybrid so that you
can charge directly off of the solar that way and
still be connected to the grid. So that is kind of
t he best of both worlds.

You can maxim ze the efficiency of
charging by not taking the PV -- instead of taking the
PV, putting it into the grid, and then putting it back
into the battery and kind of going through all those
el ectronics and those steps, the voltage is up and
down, if you couple that into a hybrid configuration,
you can charge the battery nore or less directly off

of the -- off of the solar with m ni mal conversi on
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| osses. And we are seeing increased interest and
depl oynments of these things.

Just FYI, if you're interested, they're
call ed DC-coupl ed hybrids, so you can kind of Google
that. We have published sonme papers there. | can
share that with you. But that is that technol ogy.
It's called a DC-coupled PV plus battery hybrid. And
| think that's -- | don't like saying, "Ch, that is
the future,” but, you know, that probably is the
future.

MR. HOLLI DAY: And the other
i nteresting thing that you said there that primarily
concerned was for peeking, which I'mpretty famliar
with. W used to have jet peekers. | don't know if
they -- they probably still do. |[|'ve been retired a
long time. But from4 to 8 p.m, that seens to be
when we are ranping up our generators --

MR. DENHOLM  Yes.

MR. HOLLIDAY: -- in order to carry the
i n the evening and overnight. But you're not going to
be charging these batteries up at night, because they
are primarily set up for solar charging, | would
guess. Otherwi se, you are going to be using -- you're
going to be using fossil fuel plants to charge them

which isn't really very good.
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MR. DENHOLM Yeah. So | think the
i dea that a | ot of people think about in terns of when
t hese get charged is, you would have sone overni ght
charging, particularly with surplus wind. So maybe
not so nuch in California, but here in Col orado,
t hr oughout much of the M dwest into Texas, you get an
oversupply of wind during the m ddle of the night.

And so in places with a little bit |ess
hi gh-quality solar -- so if we are not talking about
| i ke the Desert Southwest, you have a little bit nore
bal ance between solar and wind. But, yeah, in places
that are solar dom nated, you would really expect to
see | arge amounts of solar charging from say, you
know, 11 a.m to 2 p.m Yeah.

MR. HOLLI DAY: And you anticipate -- |
was the -- | was the first power scheduler for the
Edi son conpany back in the sixties, and | used to get
power fromthe Northwest and bring it down to Oroville
Thermalito and punp storage at night, because we could
punp at night and take it the next day.

MR. DENHOLM  Yep.

MR. HOLLI DAY: Do you anticipate --
like in the springtinme you have a | ot of excess
hydr opower com ng out of the Northwest. Do you

anticipate that sone of these battery chargers woul d
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be charged up by that?

MR. DENHOLM  Absolutely. | nean, you
know, batteries don't care where the el ectrons cone
from So if it is comng fromsurplus electricity
down the DC intertie or through whatever, you know,

t he AC connections in the Pacific Northwest, that
wor ks, too.

So as part of the LA 100 study, we
spent quite an amount of tinme studying LAWPS punp
st orage assets and how t hey woul d change operati on as
well. So, yeah, | ama big fun fan of punped hydro,

t 0o.

MR. HOLLIDAY: All right. Well, thank
you. | appreciate this. | was the one that |
asked -- | think I wanted to see a little bit nore
i nformation on these to get a little bit nore of what
the current technology is for battery storage, and |
t hi nk you are right.

VWhat is your feeling as a 10-year life
or 15-year life as far as recycling these batteries?

MR. DENHOLM Yeah. So we are in the
early stages of the recycling aspects. | nean we work
alot on that in terns of at NREL and others. | don't
know. | often think of these as self-healing or, you

know, self-solving problens; right? | nmean |ithium
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and cobalt, | mean these are val uabl e assets.

And if you think about, you know, a
lithiumion battery is a great, you know, m ning
resource, right, if you think about it. You know,
when you m ne sonething off of the ground, you know,
the concentration of that resource is fairly low. And
in lithiumion battery, you have significant vol unes

of these val uable materi al s.

So there are -- | don't want to
trivialize it. [It's an inportant topic, and there
are -- it's not a conpletely solved problem but
ultimately, | do think it will be a solved problem

with appropriate conbi nati on of regulation and good
ol d-fashi oned, you know, value of materials.

MR. HOLLI DAY: Thank you.

MR. DENHOLM  Yep.

MR. BANI'S: Thanks, Dick. Jayne, you
have the fl oor.

M5. POWELL: Thank you. | was recently
at a pre-application planning nmeeting for a comrerci al
lithiumion battery storage facility for facilities
that's proposed to be constructed down in San Di ego
County. And there was a huge outcry fromthe public
that attended because of the fear of fires related to

the lithiumbattery storage facility.
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| was wondering if you guys had any
I nput on hel ping to waylay the community's concerns
about fire, especially given the fire situation in
Cal i fornia.

MR. DENHOLM Yeah. So there's a
couple things there. So that's not sonething I work
on, but there are other parts of the Departnent of
Energy as well as groups at NREL that are far nore
famliar with that. But there is a nunber of working
groups kind of at the national level, the fire
protection code people and all that. So |I think the
best thing would be ne to kind of, you know, forward
some resources on that.

| mean | think one of the chall enges of
batteries conpared to everything else is the newness
of the technology. | nean, you know, when a house
catches on fire because of bad wiring, or a powerplant
catches on fire, it kind of barely makes the news.

But when a battery catches on fire, it does naeke the
news, because it IS new. So |I think, you know, we're
used to houses burning down because of faulty wring.
| mean obviously, again, | don't want to trivialize
that, but part of it is the newness of the technol ogy.
And then, of course, we had sone early-stage

technol ogy i ssues that always have to get worked
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t hr ough.

So, you know, but in terns of |ike
factual data or information, | would have to -- |
woul d have to get that to you

M5. POWELL: That would be great, if
you could send ne the context or a link. Thank you.

MR. BANIS: Are there other hands, DAC
menber s?

| have a question in the nmeanti ne.
Paul , you nentioned -- you attributed nuch of the
grow ng use of these battery systenms to the econom cs
of supply increasing and, therefore -- and demand
I ncreasi ng, supply increasing, and the price going
down. But aren't projects, solar projects, for
exanple, in nost places now required to have a battery
storage conponent as well --

MR. DENHOLM No, that is not a
requi rement. Most places do not have a requirenent.
Most places -- the driver is, you' ve got portfolio
standards, but, you know, with the value of solar in
pl aces |ike California declining because it is no
| onger providing, you know, useful energy
during -- not huge anobunts of the year. | nean it's
still really super-valuable in June, July, and August.

But in the spring m dday, electricity, the val ue of
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that has dropped a lot, so you are still seeing the
econom c notivation. So it is primarily economni cs.

There are sone places that they require
It, but there's not a, you know, whol esale -- you
know, nost states, national |evel, there
aren't -- there aren't requirenents yet.

MR. BANIS: Very good. The floor is
still open. There you go, Dick. Go ahead. Cone on
I n.

MR, HOLLI DAY: Well, 1 got another
guestion, as far as this. Wen you put these battery
facilities in associated with a solar plant, is any of
that controllable fromthe electric conpany? Do
they -- they nust cone out and tell the battery people
to turn their battery on, or how are they doing that?

MR. DENHOLM  Yeah, that's a great -- |
mean that's what | do for living. Okay. So,
basically, in places like California, yeah, you're
required to give information to the system operator in
California, and you've got basically two options. You
can either do what is called self-scheduling where you
tell the independent system operator, "Here's what |'m
going to do," or you let the independent system
operator control the battery.

And, then, the decision to do that,
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that is financial stuff, you know. But, technically,
there's no problemin giving direct control to these
systens and controlling them very accurately. These
things are fantastic in terns of their performnce
fromthe utility operator standpoint. These things
are really responsive and very control | abl e.

So, technically, no problem Most of
the issues are -- the differences are kind of on the
financial and the kind of business agreenents side of
t hi ngs.

MR. HOLLI DAY: When | worked, ny people
used to go and install equi pment at new generating
facilities so that we could nmonitor their -- and we
woul d al so send pul ses out to raise and |lower -- are
these in such a way that they can turn them on for a
period of tinme, or do they turn themon and let them
run down or

MR. DENHOLM  You can do basically
anything. They can follow an automati c generation
control signal. | mean you can send every three
seconds raise and | ower signals. They will foll ow
that better than any thernmal power plant in existence.
Yeah, there's really no problemw th controlling these
directly.

And, again, the difference between how

Page 106



you just do it full discharge for hours, or do you,
you know, follow the signal, that's a business

deci sion as opposed to a technical one. Again,
technically, they could do anything you want.

MR. HOLLI DAY: Yeah, that's good.
Well, | used to have a -- | used to have an
uni nterrupted power supply that drove ny energy
control center, and we just had -- back then we just
had | ead acid batteries. That carried the office for
30 m nutes when that power dropped. Ckay.

MR. DENHOLM Yeah, you still see a
bunch of |ead acid batteries and substation batteries,
but, you know, they don't get used very often, so no
bi g deal there.

MR. HOLLI DAY: Yeah. Well, they wll
be changi ng them out one day, probably.

MR. DENHOLM  Yeah, yeah.

MR. HOLLIDAY: All battery -- all
substati ons operate on DC anyway, all their breakers.

MR. DENHOLM  Yeah.

MR. HOLLIDAY: All right. Thank you
agai n.

MR. DENHOLM  Sure.

MR. BANIS: Hey, Jayne, go ahead. Take

anot her. Take anot her.

Page 107



M5. POWELL: M next question is -- and
in full disclosure, we have a new house, and we had
sol ar at our old house and putting solar on the new
house. And | asked all the different sol ar pane
sal espeopl e that cane about battery storage, and | got
a barrage of answers and quotes. And based on
everything else with the new house, it was not in the
financial picture.

But nmy question relates to the
effectiveness of the residential battery storage.
know Tesl a, for exanple, advertises that. Do you see
that continuing to develop as an el enment of the hone,
residential solar systems? And do you think the price
will ultimately come down and the storage capacity go
up enough to nake it financially viable for the
everyday person?

MR. DENHOLM Yeah, that is a fantastic
guestion. And it's tough. So part of it is, you
know, again, ny bias is towards, you know, big
systens; right? So when | | ook at econom es of scal e,
you' re just never going to get the econony of scale
fromresidential installation conpared to a
distribution cited or a |arge-scale facility.

So, ultimately, it's really going to

come down to the individual's choices in terns of
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things like resiliency and backup power. So, you
know, what's -- | nean ny power never goes out here,
so, you know, | have never lived in a place where
power goes out very frequently, so | can't

really -- you know, | don't really understand what
that is like. But, you know, obviously, if ny power
went out once a nonth or sonething like that, or | was
in a critical situation with a nenber of ny househol d
relying on nedi cal equi pment or sonething like that, |
think I would be far nore in tune with the
opportunities there.

Ri ght now, the economcs really don't
make sense for nost residential consumers. You know,
the cost differentials of time of use pricing aren't
there yet. It's going to head in that direction. The
question is, is it going to be five years from now,
ten years fromnow? | really don't know.

But, again, a big part of it is going
to be this -- | think it will never nake sense on a
pure econom c standpoint. It wll be economcs of it
plus that resiliency/reliability benefits.

The link I'"m sharing on the questions
page is to our energy storage future study, and one of
the things that we did in that large study is a series

ei ght reports or sonething like that. One of them
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actually is on distributed applications where we did
sone nodeling to understand consuner adoption trends
and the inportance of things like resiliency and
backup power to that. So | would say maybe start

t here.

And, yeah, I'mnostly a central power
person, so |I'mnot sure | can really say much nore
t han that.

M5. POWELL: Thank you.

MR. BANIS: Floor is open. Any
addi ti onal questions, comments for Paul or for the
DAC?

Well, thank you. Thanks, Paul, and
t hank you, DAC nenbers for the really good questions.
Jayne, Dick, you guys are sharp, way sharp.

What we would like to do, a priority in
t hese neetings, as you all know, is receiving public
comment. And public comment is scheduled for 2:45
today. We are running a little ahead of schedule, and
rather than -- | would like the public to count on
being able to begin their public coment at 2:45. So
I f there's no objections, why don't we nove into the
3:15 item That would be where we discuss itens for
future agendas, and we take the steps to elect a

chair.
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W will see how close that gets us to
the 3:30 hour, and then we will see where we go from
there. Does that sound good, everybody?

UNI DENTI FI ED SPEAKER: Good i dea.

MR. BANIS: G eat.

THE REPORTER: The only thing that |
have to say, M. Banis, is that my hands will require
a break at sone point.

MR. BANIS: | do understand. W do
have a schedul ed break at 2:30, and that's what |'m
trying to nmake, is the 2:30 break foll owed by the 2:45
public comment. |Is that working okay?

THE REPORTER: That's works perfectly.
Thank you very nuch.

MR. BANIS: ©Oh, good, good. Ckay.
Wth that, let's take itens for the agenda for future
meetings. Wat is on everybody's m nd?

MR. BAGLEY: Randy, | hope we can get
back to in-person neetings. |t sounds |ike we are
doing that. But | would just pass that along as a DAC
menber to the BLM staff. It's really inportant to us
to have that opportunity.

MR. BANI'S: Thank you. | entirely
agree. Thanks for being the persistent voice on that

too, Jim | appreciate it, though. | appreciate it.
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| expect -- should we have sone

conversation regardi ng nonunent planning? 1Is it

timely, or is it still alittle too soon? W wll
| eave that into play. | don't know if we wl
be -- if we wll have a subgroup neeting schedul ed

with nuch activity prior to our August neeting. |
t hi nk our next neeting is --

MR. THOMPSON:. Hey, Randy. Yeah, |
think that is a good idea. | definitely think that,
you know, given the tineline and the tinme that has
passed since the nonunment's designation and sone of
the tinmelines that we have been told about, you know,
prepl anning and actual planning efforts, | think it is
good to kind of keep that fresh in our mnds just to
make sure that we are, you know, staying in touch wth
t he goals that are being set, because a lot of tine
has come gone by, and there's still a lot of work to
be done. And it would be good to I think stay engaged
t here.

MR. BANIS: And | do recommend that DAC
menbers try to brief thenmselves on this process. It's
not that it is any odd or convoluted process, but it's
just going to be a conplicated process with sone
di stinct sequencing. And | think the nore that we

know about it, it will help us with expectations.
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Qur next DAC neeting is schedul ed for
August 27t h, Saturday, August 27th, and in person
woul d give us the opportunity for our Friday the 26th

field trip if we stick to our usual habits. And so

that takes a -- | don't know. That is getting close
as to whether I will be constituting a subgroup
neeting prior to that, but we will see. WMaybe sone

I ntroductory Zoom neeting anong the subgroup nenbers
we can facilitate prior to that. But nmonunent
pl anni ng woul d be -- thanks for secondi ng that, Jack.

MR. HOLLI DAY: Randy.

MR. BANI'S: Pl ease.

MR. HOLLIDAY: |Is there soneplace we
can go and get caught up on what the planni ng process
has done so far? | know you said you had had sone
nmeeti ngs, and sonebody said they would be having sone
copi es of what went on in those neetings.

MR. BANI'S: Yeah, that is the one.
That's the one.

MR. HOLLIDAY: Is that online
sonepl ace?

MR. BANI'S: Yeah. M ke Ahrens reported
that they are working on getting that |ink
upl oaded -- getting that content upl oaded and posted,

and we should have a link very shortly. So |I would
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just urge everybody to | ook for that Iink and take
advantage of it at your best opportunity.

MR. HOLLI DAY: Well, beyond -- we don't
have a |l ot of information there on the DAC webpage.

So | nean is there a way that you can -- when that
gets posted, you can let the DAC nenbers know?

MR BANIS: Yes. Well, that was M ke's
plan, is as soon as it is --

MR. HOLLI DAY: Okay.

MR. BANIS: -- posted and avail able, we
woul d be the ones to get the e-mail so that you can
click on the link and you can watch the presentation.
It is just a recording of one of the three
present ati ons.

MR. HOLLI DAY: Okay. That's fine.

MR. BANIS: | think it was about --
they all went about two hours | ong.

MR. HOLLI DAY: Ckay.

MR. BANIS: | would say the first hour
and 30 m nutes was pretty powerful. The | ast
30 m nutes, however, will give you a really good idea

of what issues are at the top of the m nd of the
public. And you can also hear fromthe public sone
confusion or not really understandi ng when or where

certain specific issues wll be decided on in the
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process.

I n other words, obviously, you're going
to hear a | ot of people saying they want the roads
open. But the discussion on roads being opened is
going to be way down the |ine, because there's so nuch
program | evel planning that has to occur before they
can |l ook at things on activity |evel.

So, again, if there's sonething that
you have a specific interest to |look for in terns of
pl anni ng and the nonunment, | ook at the sequencing so
you can see when those endpoi nt points would be for
you.

MR. HOLLIDAY: 1Is there a plan sequence
to go through the different points?

MR. BANIS: Well, the PowerPoint goes
t hrough it very succinctly.

MR. HOLLI DAY: Okay. Very good.

MR. BANIS: You wll enjoy it. |
hi ghly recommend it.

MR. HOLLI DAY: Yeah. No, | agree. |
just want to get up to speed. | mght have to go and
sit there for you.

MR. BANIS: Floor is still open. O her
| deas for future neetings?

Ckay. Thank you. Wth that, let's
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nove into the next itemon our agenda, and that is the
el ection of chair. |'mexpecting to turn the gavel
over at the end of this neeting. Qur choices are
limted to those that are going to be proceeding
forward and will be in office at the tinme of our next
meeting, which is August 26/27. So a nunber of people
who are here today aren't eligible for this.

If we -- three of -- there's seven DAC
menmbers who are eligible. Three are not present.
That is Nathan Francis, Billy Mtchell, and Bob
Robi nson. They are still eligible but not present, so
It would be hard to get concurrence as to whether or
not they're interested. Those present and eligible,
not to say that they are interested, but those present
and eligible would be Jayne, Dick, Jack, and nyself.

And so with that, | would start out
first instead of seeking nom nations, who anpng that
group of four would wish to be chair for the next year
to help the Desert Advisory Council out? Are there

vol unteers anong those four, Jayne, Dick, Jack or

nysel f?

M5. POWELL: | think we should
vol unt eer you.

MR. BANIS: | am al ways happy to serve
and willing to continue serving. | just want to
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recogni ze that a year ago,

rotating fresh blood into the chairmanshi p,

haven't forgot the conversati on.

so. But absent that, |
wel |,

VR. BAGLEY:
think it

M t chel |

is a good idea.

Billy is not participating today,

we did tal k at

Randy, you are here,
But

expressi ng sone interest.

| engt h about
and |

And |' m happy to do

woul d be happy to serve as

and that would be up to the board.

so |
| also remenber Billy
And |'m sorry

but he has got sone

hi story, too. But part of being a chair is you' ve got
to be here for the nmeetings, so ..

MR. HOLLIDAY: | agree. | think you do
a good job, Randy. | think that probably another

year,
people in by next year.
are maybe nore avail abl e.

MR. BAGLEY:
| like to see a chair
I[t's part
organi zati on, and |
organi zation to do it.
conpl enment of nenbers,
functioning as normal for
unfortunate.

MR. TAYLOR:

and then hopefully we wl

Ther e

My own persona
and vice
of the institutional

think it

have anot her batch of

may be sone peopl e that

feeling is
chair rotate around.
menory of the

is healthy for the

But we don't have a full
and t he DAC hasn't been

sone tine, which is

woul d echo his
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statenents there that, one, | think, Randy, if you
would be willing to, we would | ove to have you stay on
for another year, just because we are not quite at the
capacity that we need to be to function correctly.

And | think it would help to have your expertise for
at | east one nore year until we can get sone -- get a
full conpl ement of DAC nmenbers to be able to make this
work in a way that it shoul d.

M5. POWELL: Institutional know edge
that you have is totally amazing. As a new nenber, |
woul dn't even want to think about stepping into your
shoes.

MR. BANI'S: Thank you.

MR. THOWPSON: Yeah, | echo that,
absolutely. Thanks a | ot, Randy.

MR. HOLLIDAY: It wll be inportant to
have sonme in-person neetings so that we can have sone
direct comruni cation with sonme of these people in
order to know who to sel ect.

MR. BANIS: Well, ny --

UNI DENTI FI ED SPEAKER: -- big part of
it. That is such a big part of it.

MR. BANIS: M priority had been
keepi ng the online neetings going and keepi ng

the -- and getting our subgroups stood up. M next
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priority will be getting us together in person. Okay?
That will be nmy priority.

M5. POWELL: -- had said August neeting
schedul ed still for Palm Springs, assum ng that we do
have it. That was what was on ny cal endar.

MR. BANIS: That's -- the BLM generally
takes care of the site. W can nmake suggestions. W
can ask. It m ght be, you know, some unusua
occurrence that m ght prevent a field office on a
particular time of doing it. But if Palm Springs
still looks |ike a good destination for August and
there's no objections, Geg, if that's possible,
should we stick on that cal endar?

MR. MLLER Well, we can, Randy. |
just want to rem nd you of the field trips in August
i n the desert near Palm Springs, | know the
tenperature can get to 120 degrees, so we want to make
sure that we choose a field trip that is going to be
nore suitable to human occupation rather than desert
tortoise. But we can still shoot for Pal m Springs.

We can conme up with sone -- |'msure we can get our
creative mnds together and find sonething that's
very -- a little bit nore -- a little cooler than
sitting in Palm Springs in August.

MR. BAGLEY: On ny cal endar | have the
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coast. Did that get changed at the |ast neeting? D d
we change to Pal m Springs in August?

M5. POWELL: Well, maybe | didn't wite
It down correctly. The coast sounds nuch better to
me.

MR. BANIS: Oh, yeah. | think it's
Pal m Spri ngs- Sout hcoast, and | think we thought maybe
we were going to try to get over to the Coast al
Monument, Jim

MR. MLLER  That was one of the ideas,
yes.

MR. BAGLEY: That would ny
recommendation for August. | would |love to be back on
the DAC, if that's what we are doing.

Randy, you were asking about future
things. W have m ssed a | ot of opportunities wth
these field trips and the neetings that we had
schedul ed, El Centro, Barstow. | really want the DAC
to be in those places. And that field trip is such a
key conmponent to what we do, so we are actually on the
ground seeing the things that we are tal king about and
Inviting people to participate.

MR. BANIS: Agreed. Well, thank you.

' m happy to help. |If there's any other questions or

comments on itenms noving forward --
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MR. MLLER: One thing, Randy, real

qui ck.

MR. BANIS: Take it, Geg.

MR. MLLER  You know, so direction
still fromthe Department and the Bureau is that no

I n-person neetings for the RACs and DACs until after
Oct ober. However, like | said at the begi nning of
this call or the beginning of the neeting, |'m going
to look to see if there is an exception and

maybe -- to see if we can have that in-person neeting.

Honestly, my concern -- not my concern.
You know, they are allowing us to do field trips, but
to do a field trip to a location and then having a
Zoom neeting after that just does not seem practical.
| mean you would be sitting in your hotel room doing a
Zoom call, and that doesn't seem practical. So |
woul d definitely like to have an in-person field trip
and then followit with an in-person neeting. It
m ght be an outdoor setting where we are sitting
6 feet apart around a big table.

But | just want to |let you know that |
will try, and | wll look for it, but right now, Iike
| said, the Departnent and the Bureau's directions is
no i n-person neetings until October.

MR. BANIS: Well, three nonths of
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change. W are here today, and the things we are
reading in the paper today, we didn't expect to read
three nmont hs ago, did we?

M5. POWELL: | saw Riverside County's
nunbers went up again

MR. BAGLEY: Every organization that
I|"mw th right now has gone back to live neetings.
And we do give people the option sonetinmes of a hybrid
meeting, but the public engagenent conponent is so
| nportant to what we do. And so, Greg, you can hear
me. |I'mreally harping on this. But ny
recommendati on as a DAC nenber to you through channel s
Is to go back in. [|I'ma DAC nenber saying we want to
meet in person. And the people who nmade those
deci si ons about we are going to go till October, they
need to hear that you have got DAC nenbers saying we
are ready to go.

And, obviously, if sonmething really
changed and the COVID crisis gets out of hand again,
I"'mfine with it. But we are in a different age, and
we need to get back to this in-person opportunity.
And you al ways have the option of declining if you
don't feel safe being there.

M5. POWELL: O wear a mask or both.

MR MLLER: -- go ahead.
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MR. BANIS: | was just going to say, we
had our first Friends of Jawbone and Friends of E
M rage neetings just this nonth in person was our
first since the pandem c, and we had a very, very good
time. And for the EIl Mrage neeting, those who
weren't there -- renmenber Dan? Those who weren't
there were pretty jealous. | think we will have nuch
better turnout next nonth despite them having to
drive, because we had a |lot of fun, those of us who
were there.

MS. POWELL: We had our first Col orado
Ri ver Regi onal Water Quality Control Board in-person
nmeetings in April and May, and we had al nost no public
participation, so | don't know whether the public
didn't want to come or they just -- they didn't Zoom
in and they didn't show up. So we had the Board
basically sitting in the roomw th oursel ves.

MR. BANIS: Well, | think that picks up

and starts to snowball again over tine with the

regularity. | think we will see -- we may see |ight
attendance at our first as well, but I'"'moptimstic
that over tinme our famly wll be back, our famly of
audi ence nenbers w |l be back.

We have a pretty good turnout today,

folks. Just to let fol ks know, we had about a dozen
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menbers of the public earlier. W have nine stil
with us here now We may have others joining us for
public comments. So that is actually pretty good,
Geg. | think that is one of the best public

partici pati ons we have had for these online neetings.
So even it is starting to snowball for us. Mire and
nore people are comng. But if we don't neet, the
public won't conme, so that's nunber one.

Wth that, | think what | would like to
do if there is no objections, we will start public
comment at 2:45. W are just going to break about
nine mnutes early here for a little bit |onger break.
That way, everybody wants to speak to the DAC w ||
know t hat we are going to be here just as we said we
woul d at 2:45 with ears open and ready to hear what
t he public has to say.

s that okay with everybody?

MS. POAELL: Yes.

MR. BANI'S: Jayne?

M5. POWELL: | had one question. Yes.
It is okay with ne, but | had one thing before we
break. On our agenda, it said discussion and vote.
So does that nean we're supposed to vote now on
el ecting you or what? Are we just kind of -- you

know, everybody said yes kind of, and we go forward?
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What is the process?

MR. BANIS: Tell you what. | would
think the Bureau woul d appreciate a formal vote. Wy
don't we do that, because we do have a notion. The
motion is on the --

MR. HOLLI DAY: | vote for Randy.

MR. BANIS: Oh, no. That was previous.
| need a new notion. Right.

UNI DENTI FI ED SPEAKER: Jayne, if you
made a notion, | will second the notion. One of the
protocols m ght also be to | et public coment, and
then we just cone back and do the vote also in case
t hey want to comment on this.

MR. BAGLEY: Right. |I'mhappy to do
t he second.

M5. POWELL: | nove that we have Randy
as our chairperson for the upcom ng year.

MR. BANI'S: Those in favor, aye.

MULTI PLE SPEAKERS: Aye.

MR. BANI'S: Any opposed? No opposed?
Thank you. Mbdtion passes. Thanks, Jayne, for keeping
us doing the housekeeping properly.

Al righty. Wth that, folks, enjoy a
littl e break. Restroomis down the hall, either to

the right or the left. Cone back, everybody, please,
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for 2:45. It's going to be really wonderful. Thanks.

(OFf the record.)

MR. BANI S: Let's see. | believe Kate,
Is Kate going to help ne with this? Let's see. Geg,
| believe you have access to be able to call on the
public and see themwi th the hands up. And you have
been hel ping us with the public comments in previous
meetings, so if you would, let's go ahead and take our
best part of the neeting, the public comments.

MR. MLLER Al right. Thanks, Randy.
| do have access to that, and I will call upon those
who have their hands raised to start with. And M ss
Anitra Kass is our first person.

| think, Matt, are you the person who
does that? Yes, okay. Good.

THE CONCI ERGE TECH: Yep. Got it.

MR. MLLER: All right. Anitra, you
are live.

MS. KASS: All right. Thank you very
much. So for those that don't know, ny nane is Anitra
Kass, and | amthe Pacific Crest Trail Association's
Sout hern California regional representative. And if
you're not famliar, the Pacific Crest Trail or the
Pacific Crest National Scenic Trail was designated

such by an Act of Congress in 1968. And as its
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designation, it makes it part of the National
Landscape Conservation System for BLM And so just
wanted to give a quick informational update.

It is long-distance hi ker season on the
PCT for those headed north. W are actually comng to
the tail end of it. Permts for a long hike on the
PCT are issued March 1st through May 31st, so it's
| i ke a 92-day w ndow headed north. And, as you nmay
know, the PCT kind of goes back and forth between
Bureau of Land Managenent | ands, forest service |ands,
and state park | ands, specifically in the first, |ike,
hundred mles or so.

And so just wanted to give sone kudos
to the incredible collaboration between the Cl evel and
Nati onal Forest fol ks, the Regional Forest Service
f ol ks. Of course, PCTA is involved, but also Palm
Springs and EIl Centro have been really engaged in
provi di ng public services and information and
supporting |l eave no trace progranms and all sorts of
di fferent progranms going on in that southernnost
hundred mles of the trail. So really just wanted to
gi ve sone kudos to Dan Casank from Pal m Springs and
John Johnson from El Centro for that.

Al so, wanted to say | just appreciate

the update on the Sand to Snow Monunent Managenent
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Pl an, so thanks for that. Knowing that, there's
anot her managenent plan com ng up, the \Whitewater
Compr ehensi ve River Managenment Plan. | knowit is
baby steps on that, but just nentioning how nmuch we
woul d appreciate updates on that plan and that process
as we nove forward.

So just as we are nmking agenda itens
for the future, | would |Iove to see that, and woul d
al so love to understand how the public portion of
t hese nmeetings mght work with in-person neetings.
|"ve only been exposed to the online version of these,

and so |'mcurious how that m ght work.

Thank you very nuch. | know I talk
fast. | think I got it all in.

MR. BANI'S: Thanks. | don't m nd
answering the question. In our in-public neetings, we

use a speaker cards, and we schedul e public coment at
various points along the agenda before votes. Also an
opportunity to sonmetinmes to interact with the BLM
Thanks. Next speaker.
MR. MLLER  Thank you, Anitra. W do
not have any other hands up, Randy, at this tine,
so -- there we go, Lisbet -- no, Ruth Hidalgo. It
keeps flipping back and forth.

Rut h, you are live, Ruth, as soon as
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you want -- there you go. You're live, Ruth.
THE CONCI ERGE TECH: Ruth, we are
having a hard tine hearing you.

M5. HIDALGO |Is that any better?

THE CONCI ERGE TECH: It's still pretty
qui et .

M5. HI DALGO  Okay. Maybe go to the
next person, and I'll see if | can get ny phone out of
my case.

THE TECH CONCI ERGE: Okay. Sounds
good. WIIl do. Just raise your hand again after the
next speaker. Okay?

MS. HI DALGO.  Yes.

MR. MLLER Al right. Rut h has had
sone technical difficulties. W will go to her after
t he next speaker, and the next speaker is Lisbet
Thoresen. Lisbet, you are |ive.

M5. THORESEN. Okay. You can hear ne.
Thanks so nuch for holding this neeting. It nmeans a
| ot to the rockhounding comunity recreational users.
Thank you for your tinme, your care, and your effort.

Al so, very much wel comed and
appreci ated the neetings that occurred in April that
were hosted by the BLM for the educational preplanning

process for Mdjave Trails. And it seens that we are
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going to be now on a breakneck pace to get Mjave
Trails to a final plan. And so | was really happy to
see today that there is now a subgroup in place. |
think you' ve kept sone really excellent candi dates,
and |"'msure it's going to be a productive group.

One of the things that Colleen Witaker
[ ph] and Jolene Sitik [ph], who were the noderators at
that neeting back in April -- | participated in two of
them -- she asked -- or they asked, "How do we reach
out to your community? How do we conmunicate with
you?" And | said, "Well, the DAC would be the best,
the single best place, because we are used to the
process, and that is what the DACis for." And we
hope that from now on that we will see the nonunent
manager at every neeting and giving us sonme input and
updat es.

| understand that the subgroup wll
report to the DAC, which in turn reports to the BLM
but | think it is inmportant, not only to tal k about
things and itens and agenda, it is little bit about
getting to know people to understand about val ues and
what we care about.

There's a lot of institutional nenory
I n our comunity that goes back 7- to 100 to 150 years

of engagenent with [ ands that now fall w thin Mjave
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Trail. So we are very, very invested in how this
process plays out.

And | have to say I'mreally pleased to
see that Randy has been elected to be the chair,
especially at this nonment after five really fraught
years. Because it was COVID, and then before, you
know, the DAC al nbst was, you know, suspended for a
period of tinme. Then the DRECP WAs going to be
unwound. And now we have someone who really has deep
connection to these planning products, if you wll,
and the travel managenent plan that are all going to
have to be reconcil ed and sonehow -- and deconflicted
with a managenent plan that is still going to make
people happy with all these disparate concerns and
conflicting or conmpeting stakeholders. So | really
appreci ate that.

What | would like to hear fromthe DAC,
t hen, perhaps from Randy, is what is the best way for
us to conmmunicate to you? A |ot of rockhounds are
thinking they're going to have to do the whol e thing
all over again with roots and listing sites and all of
that. And as you nmentioned, this has already been
| aid out in these two conpl eted products. So what is
t he best quality of information that you want from our

communi ty, and how do we submt that to the subgroup
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to the DAC going forward? Thank you.

MR. BANI'S: Thanks, Lisbet. If I were
to have an ask, | think the best way the public can
engage is knowng first that it is a long process and
that decisions will be made at different steps al ong
the line. And each of those decisions is going to
i ncorporate specific questions. And it is inportant
to know whi ch question is being addressed at each tine
so that you can have the nost influence on that
particul ar questi on.

Questions that are too far down the
road or that may have al ready passed, dependi ng on
when you are getting into the process, my not be
tinmely and may not effectively affect the deci sion.

So the best thing to do is to, what |
li ke to say, find the question in the question and

answer that question the best that you can at the

time -- in the coment periods and opportunities that
are allotted. And that will include the subgroup
process. Those will be public neetings, DAC neetings

going forward, but, nost inportantly, the BLM s own
deadlines with respect to scoping draft docunents and
ot her actions along the way.

Thanks. That was a good questi on.

Next speaker, please.
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MR. MLLER  Randy, again, we don't
have any ot her hands up.

Ruth, if you want to try to ask your
question, please raise your hand. GCkay. Ruth
H dal go, and you are live.

M5. HI DALGO Boy, | hate follow ng
Lisbet. She just is so eloquently spoken and pretty
much covers nost of the things that | --

THE CONCI ERGE TECH: Ruth, Ruth. You

are still pretty quiet, unfortunately.

MS. HI DALGO -- any better?

THE TECH CONCI ERGE: |'m wondering if
maybe -- it's a little bit better. You want to give

us a little bit nore?
MS. H DALGO: How s this?
MR. MLLER: Mich better
THE TECH CONCI ERGE: We can hear you,

yeah.

M5. HI DALGO  Okay. Follow ng Lisbet
Is always -- | hate when | do that. | try to get ny
hand up first, because she is so eloquent. It's just

a hard act to follow
But | do want to thank the DAC for
creating a subgroup for the Mdjave Trails National

Monunment and for including rock and m neral collecting
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in that -- as a category in that subgroup.

The overwhel m ng response fromthe
public in both the 2016 vision sessions and the recent
presentation was that rockhounds have serious concerns
about | osing our ability to continue our hobby within
the Mojave Trail National Mnunment. So | think that
is really inportant, and | appreciate you doing that.

| wanted to thank Ryan for engagi ng
with rockhounds out in the Hauser Beds. \While
wasn't able to attend, | heard that it was a very good
time, very educational, because many of us had been
out there and didn't know as much of the geol ogy as
they learned. And I'mglad to hear that he enjoyed it
as wel | .

And, lastly, while | really enjoyed
bei ng able to get out with ny granddaughter and watch
her race at 3 en Helen today and be at the DAC neeting
and hear the presentations, | strongly feel that in-
person neetings are the best way to engage the public.
On the Zoons, | can't see ot her attendees. | can't
necessarily always see who is tal king, even when |
swipe. In other neetings, | can see it. | don't know
why in the DAC -- don't know how to do that. But
just want to reiterate that you have another vote for

public nmeetings. In person. Thank you.
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MR. MLLER Al right. Thank you,
Rut h.

And there are no other hands up.

Randy, should we give the public -- we can give the
public a little bit nore tinme to think about it and
rai se a hand, but --

MR. BANIS: That is good. Well, we
couldn't ask for better public coment. You've got to
admt, that is really one of the -- one of the best
reasons for participating in the Desert Advisory
Council neetings. [It's an opportunity for us and an
opportunity for the public.

So with that said, just to wap up, |
want to first acknow edge, it was a heck of an agenda.
We heard from bi ol ogi cal concerns. W heard about
renewabl e energy concerns. W heard about
advancenents in technol ogy and science with respect to
storage and the chal |l enges.

We had good news in the neetings,
heari ng, you know, the good news about the vole. The
recovery of the vole is going very well. And, you
know, | thought hearing about technol ogy, at |east for
me, i s always encouraging, to see howit is going to
hel p.

We hit a very big benchmark today by
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standing up a subgroup. We will work hard to get that
subgroup now on its | egs and have it running al ongside
of us. It will make us stronger. And we wll keep
the application period open for the Dunont Dunes and

| rperial Sand Dunes subgroups. | made a note and
won't forget to send the nom nation roster so far for
those two to all of you DAC nmenmbers so you know which
seats still need voices. But hopefully you can help
round up sone applications for us.

Al so happy to continue to help with
another year. |'mglad you felt the |ast year was
productive, and | really like working with every
single one of you very much, and that is evident by
appointing so many of you to a subgroup, because |
just -- | don't want to get rid of you. | really
appreciate your willing to stay on board and conti nue
to help us, and help us a strong and hel p us stay
br oad.

| have sonme quick firsts to
acknowl edge. Congratulations to Geg Mller. He
hosted his first full Desert Advisory Council neeting.
| think he did it like a pro. |I'mnot sure if the
public knows that this was his first, but he did a
great job. Thanks, G eg.

Kate M yanoto has been filling in for
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M chell e Van Der Linden in the public affairs office,
and Kate is the one who really tied all the bows on
the ribbons to get this neeting -- to nmake this
meeti ng happen. So thank you, Kate, for -- this is
your first DAC neeting in that capacity.

And al so to Sinone Knudsen, thank you
for your help as the new stenographer. Hope to see
you again at future neetings.

|'"'msure we all want to thank the BLM
staff who took the time to be here on a Saturday to
hel p us and be avail able to answer our questions.

And | want to also do a shout-out to
Matt hew, the Zoom tech and the host. He does a great
j ob getting everybody on the page and keeping the
nmeeting flow ng snoothly.

But ny final thanks aside fromny -- to
my fell ow DAC nenbers, thank you, those whose terns
are comng up. | hope your seats will stay warm and
that you will have an opportunity to serve again and
that we will serve together. O her DAC nenbers, |
wi Il see you back on the screen in the regul ar
capacity in August.

And the final and best thanks of all to
t he nenbers of the general public who took probably

one of the nost beautiful days of springtinme where you
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coul d have been outdoors picking up rocks or
sonet hi ng, and you chose to spend your tine with us
I ndoors today on this Zoom Many, many thanks to you.
So with that, if there's no objections,
let's call it a neeting. Let's call it over at
3:04 p.m Meeting adjourned.
MR. MLLER Al right, Randy. Thank

you very much. And | just want to say thanks to al
the DAC nenbers as well. And thanks for the
acknow edgnent, Randy. | appreciate that. | have

been hel ping out with the DAC for, what, 14 years now,
so it's not like it is newto ne.

But definitely want to thank the public
as well and all the individuals who hel ped out on the
BLM side of things. You guys are a top-notch teamfor
the BLM and you continue to inpress ne from day one.

And, yes, w thout further ado and any
ot her obj ections, neeting adjourned.

THE TECH CONCI ERGE: Thanks, everybody.
Il will end the webinar now.

(OFf the record.)

(Wher eupon, the neeting concluded at

3:05 p.m)
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