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Alaska
Birch Creek Wild and Scenic River

0 5 102.5 M iles

Contact Information
Burea u o f La n d M a n a gem en t
Eastern  In terio r Field Offic e
Fa irb a n ks District Offic e
222 Un iversity Ave.
Fa irb a n ks, AK  99709
Pho n e (Lo c a l): 907-474-2200
Pho n e (T o ll Free): 1-800-437-7021
https://www.b lm .go v/a la ska

Disclaimer:  No  warra n ty is m a de b y the Burea u o f La n d M a n a gem en t as to  the a c c ura c y, relia b ility, o r c o m pleten ess o f these data  fo r in dividua l o r a ggrega te use with o ther data. Origin a l data
were c o m piled fro m  vario us so urc es. T his in fo rm a tio n  m a y n o t m eet Natio n a l M a p Ac c ura c y S ta n da rds. T his pro duc t wa s develo ped thro ugh digita l m ea n s a n d m a y b e updated witho ut n o tific a tio n .
T he in fo rm a tio n  displa yed o n  this m ap sho uld b e used fo r graphic  displa y o n ly.  Fo r o ffic ia l la n d status in fo rm a tio n , refer to  Ca da stra l S urvey plats, M aster T itle Pla ts, a n d la n dsta tus c a se-files.

Recreation
Birc h Creek o ffers o utsta n din g rec rea tio n
o ppo rtun ities fo r  b o a ters experien c ed with ra ft,
ka ya k o r c a n o e.  It is o n e o f the very few c lea r wa ter
rivers in  Alaska  with ro a d a c c ess a t two  lo c a tio n s 
o n  a n  o therwise un disturb ed river segm en t.  Flo a t
trips usua lly ta ke at lea st 50 ho urs o f a c tua l water 
tim e to  tra vel fro m  Upper Birc h Creek Wa yside to
Lo wer Birc h Creek Wa yside, a dista n c e o f 110 m iles.
M a n y flo a ters m a ke this trip o ver a  7 to  10 da y
perio d, ta kin g leisurely da ys to  fish, hike, hun t a n d
en jo y the sc en ery.  

Monitoring River Levels
A n ew strea m  ga uge ha s b een  in sta lled o n  Birc h
Creek n ea r the put-in  a t the Upper Birc h Creek
Wa yside at M ilepo st 94 S teese Highwa y. Usin g
GOES  sa tellite telem etry, wa ter sta ge, water 
tem pera ture, a ir tem perature, c um ula tive
prec ipitatio n  a n d water turb idity a re rec o rded a t
15-m in ute in terva ls. Curren t o b serva tio n s a re 
a va ila b le o n  the Natio n a l Weather S ervic e's 
Hydro m eteo ro lo gic a l Auto m a ted Da ta S ystem
(HADS ) web site
https://ha ds.n c ep.n o a a .go v/c ha rts/AK .shtm l
T o  view the da ta, fin d statio n  BCTA2 (Birc h Creek
a b o ve T welvem ile Creek) in  the list, selec t a
tim e in terva l, a n d press "Dec o ded Da ta " to  
view the ta b les a n d graphs o f o b serva tio n s. 
Fo r tho se in terested in  flo a tin g Birc h Creek, 
lo o k at the R iver Height (HG) data  fo r c urren t
river sta ge c o n ditio n s.
River Stages
-Less tha n  1.0 feet: very lo w flo w, diffic ult flo a tin g,
espec ia lly fo r ra fts.
 
-2 feet: m o dera te flo w, go o d flo a t c o n ditio n s. 
-3 to  3.5 feet o r a b o ve: high water, b e prepared fo r
fa st c urren t, flo a tin g lo gs, flo o ded c a m psites, 
a n d po ten tia lly da n gero us c o n ditio n s.

History
T he first settlers in  this a rea  were the
Gwic h'in  Atha b a sc a n s.  T hey tra ditio n a lly
o c c upied po rtio n s o f Birc h Creek to  hun t fo r
m o o se a n d waterfo wl a n d to  fish.  T he
river's Atha b a sc a n  n a m e, Ikheen jik R iver,
was o ffic ia lly rec o gn ized in  2017.
M in in g
M in ers m o ved in to  the area in  1893.  Pitka 
Pa va lo ff a n d S ergei Chero sky,  two  
R ussia n -K o yuko n  m in ers, pa n n ed fo r go ld 
at wha t is n o w kn o wn  as Pitka ’s Ba r.  T he
n ext year they triggered the Birc h Creek 
Go ld R ush when  100 m en  fo llo wed them  
b a c k to  their c la im s a n d b ega n  pro spec tin g
o n  a djo in in g trib uta ries.   

Unpredictable Conditions
R iver-wa ter tem pera tures ra n ge fro m  a  high
o f 60 degrees Fa hren heit to  n ea r-freezin g in  the fa ll.
Even  o n  a ho t da y, water tem peratures a re still c o ld.
Be a b le to  rec o gn ize a n d treat hypo therm ia .
Drin kin g o r c o o kin g wa ter fro m  the river o r side
strea m s sho uld b e trea ted b y b o ilin g, a ddin g 
water-treatm en t c hem ic a ls o r filtra tio n  b efo re usin g.  
Wea ther c o n ditio n s c a n  c ha n ge ra pidly at a n y tim e 
o f the year.  T hun dersto rm s upriver c a n  c a use water 
levels to  rise ra pidly do wn strea m ; sec ure yo ur b o a t
at n ight. T his river c a n  exert trem en do us fo rc e
durin g high-water even ts, a n d sweepers a re a n
ever-presen t da n ger. 

Wildlife
T he wildlife in  this rem o te area  do  n o t see
m a n y hum a n s.  Y o u m a y en c o un ter m o o se,
c a rib o u, b la c k o r grizzly b ea r, lyn x, b ea ver, 
fo x a n d m o re.  Ba ld ea gles, red-ta il ha wks,
peregrin e fa lc o n s a n d o wls a ll m a ke their
sum m er ho m es a lo n g the b a n ks o f Birc h
Creek. Osprey are b ec o m in g m o re c o m m o n
in  the a rea a n d m a y b e seen  divin g fo r fish
a lo n g Birc h Creek. Co m m o n  m erga n zers
are the m o st frequen tly seen  waterfo wl.  
M o o se a re the wo rld’s la rgest m em b er o f
the deer fa m ily a n d feed o n  sedges,
equisetum  o r ho rseta il, po n d weeds a n d
gra sses a s well a s willo w, b irc h a n d aspen
twigs a n d lea ves in  b o gs a lo n g the river.  

a n d va lleys lo c a ted b etween  the higher 
m o un ta in s o f the Ala ska R a n ge a n d Bro o ks
R a n ge. 
Birc h Creek S c hist
M uc h o f the b edro c k a lo n g the wa terwa y
c o n sists o f sc hist, a m eta m o rphic  ro c k. On e 
o f the o ldest ro c ks in  Ala ska, the sc hist
fo rm ed o ver m illio n s o f yea rs a s high
tem pera tures a n d pressure c o m pressed 
sedim en ts fro m  rivers, la kes o r o c ea n s.
S c hist c o m es in  m a n y differen t varieties, a ll
c ha ra c terized b y a  fla key o r sla b like texture.
Alo n g Birc h Creek yo u m a y see quartzite, 
as well a s garn et, b io tite, m usc o vite, o r
m a fic  sc hist.  M in era ls hidden  within  the  

Safety
File a  T rip Pla n
Alwa ys file a  trip pla n  with a  frien d.  Write do wn
where yo u are go in g, when  yo u pla n  to  return , a
desc riptio n  o f yo ur vehic le, a n d yo ur lic en se pla te
n um b er.  

An  elega n t c o usin  o f the tro ut, it’s sa il-like
do rsa l fin  do tted with la rge iridesc en t red o r
purple spo ts, m a kes the gra ylin g o n e o f the
m o st un usua l a n d b ea utiful fish o f Alaska .  

National Wild River 
Designation
Birc h Creek (Ikheen jik R iver)  is o n e o f 
Ala ska ’s 25 Natio n a l Wild a n d S c en ic
R ivers. T he Burea u o f La n d M a n a gem en t
a dm in isters Birc h Creek to  pro vide high-
qua lity b ut un develo ped rec rea tio n a l
o ppo rtun ities, to  pro tec t wa ter qua lity a n d
a rc heo lo gic a l sites, a n d to  preserve the
c ha ra c ter o f the river. T he Birc h Creek 
dra in a ge en c o m passes n ea rly 1.4 m illio n
a c res o r a b o ut 2,187 squa re m iles.   
On e hun dred twen ty-six m iles o f Birc h
Creek ha ve b een  design a ted wild un der the 
Ala ska Na tio n a l In terest La n ds 

Leave No Trace
T he Burea u o f La n d M a n a gem en t
en c o ura ges visito rs to  m in im ize their
im pa c ts o n  pub lic  la n ds b y o b servin g
"Lea ve No  T ra c e" prin c iples. Y o u c a n
a ssure the en jo ym en t o f o ther visito rs to
Birc h Creek b y do in g the fo llo win g:
-If wa ter levels a llo w, c a m p o n  gra vel b a rs
o r dura b le upla n d surfa c es.
-Lea ve c a m psites c lea n .
-Ob serve wildlife fro m  a  dista n c e.
-Be c o n siderate o f o ther visito rs.
-Bury hum a n  waste a t least 200 ft. fro m
water; dispo se o f o ther waste pro perly.
Pa c k it in , pa c k it o ut.

Fo r so m e peo ple, Birc h Creek represen ts 
a n  un fo rgetta b le flo a t experien c e that 
o ffers n o t o n ly the quiet en jo ym en t o f n a ture
b ut a lso  c o n ven ien t ro a d a c c ess a t either en d.
Fo r o thers the river pro vides en try to  m o o se 
ha b itat durin g hun tin g sea so n .  An d fo r still
o thers, Birc h Creek's tra n sitio n  fro m  a  swift
hea dwa ter strea m  to  a b ro a d, m ea n derin g 
river presen ts a spec ia l win do w in to  the "life
sta ges" o f a n  In terio r Alaska  waterwa y.

Winter Opportunities 
Durin g win ter, Birc h Creek o ffers experien c es tha t
c a n  test a  perso n 's skill, pro vide a dven ture, a n d 
revea l a spec ts o f the river n o t seen  b y sum m er
flo a ters.  Ea c h Feb rua ry the Y uko n  Quest 
In tern a tio n a l S led Do g R a c e fo llo ws the upper
rea c hes o f Birc h Creek a n d a lso  c ro sses the river
ic e a n d sn o w-c o vered gra vel b a rs a lo n g the river's
lo wer rea c hes b etween  Cen tra l a n d Circ le.
S n o w-m a c hin in g a n d c ro ss-c o un try skiin g typic a lly
b ec o m e po pular o n  lo wer Birc h Creek in  M a rc h a n d
April, when  the da ys get lo n ger a n d tem pera tures
start to  wa rm .  T ra ppin g fo r sm a ll furb ea rers a n d 
wo lves o c c ur a lo n g the upper stretc hes a n d a lo n g
the Y uko n  Quest tra il.

Emergency Survival Gear 
T a ke surviva l gea r a n d b e prepa red fo r the 
un expected. In  the win ter, pla n  fo r high win ds, deep
sn o w, a n d extrem e wea ther c ha n ges.  
Tem pera tures m a y b e a s m uc h as 25 degrees 
c o lder tha n  in  Fa irb a n ks.  Overflo w ic e a n d o pen
lea ds c a n  create ha za rdo us c o n ditio n s.  S um m er 
tem pera tures c a n  rea c h the 80s a n d o c c a sio n a lly
the 90s, b ut da ily variatio n s c a n  b e extrem e.  
Freezin g tem pera tures ha ve o c c urred in  every 
m o n th o f the yea r. 
Bears
Bo th grizzly a n d b la c k b ea rs ro a m  the Birc h Creek
dra in a ge.  Flo a ters sho uld a lwa ys keep a  c lea n  
c a m p a n d c o o k a n d sto re fo o d far a wa y fro m  
sleepin g a rea s a n d o ther equipm en t.

Ic e Len ses
Also  expo sed in  c utb a n ks a lo n g Birc h 
Creek a re m eltin g ic e len ses, pa rt o f the
perm a n en tly fro zen  so ils, o r perm a fro st, 
un derlyin g m uc h o f the river va lley.
Fo rests o f sho rt, stun ted b la c k spruc e,
deep sedge tusso c ks, a n d thic k sta n ds
o f willo ws gro w a b o ve the perm a fro st 

Bea ver, No rth Am eric a ’s largest ro den t a re
plen tiful a lo n g the lo wer sectio n  o f Birc h 
Creek. Y o u will pro b a b ly see a few b ea ver 
lo dges a n d da m s a lo n g o ld o xb o ws o r 
trib uta ries; ho wever, m o st live in  b a n k
den s a lo n g the river.  Ba n k den s a re 
sim ply ho les dug in to  the strea m  b a n k tha t
are then  c o vered with a m ass o f stic ks, m ud
a n d ro c ks.  Lo o k c lo sely a lo n g the b a n ks to
see b ea ver slides—  areas sm o o thed b y
b ea vers slidin g in to  the water.  
R apto rs. In  rec en t dec a des, peregrin e
fa lc o n s ha ve b ec o m e a b un da n t en o ugh 
a lo n g Birc h Creek that sightin g o n e o f these
spec ta c ula r b irds is a lm o st a ssured o n  a
sum m er  flo a t trip.  Nests a re lo c a ted o n  

c liffs a n d steep b a n ks.  If yo u're c lo se to  a  
n est, yo u will likely hea r the lo ud, ra spin g
c ries o f a n  a dult warn in g yo u to  sta y a wa y.
Peregrin e fa lc o n s return  to  the sa m e n est 
site ea c h year.  When  divin g a fter prey,
peregrin es c a n  rea c h speeds a b o ve 175
m iles per ho ur.  Also  c a lled a 'duc k ha wk,'
the peregrin e feeds o n  wa terfo wl,
sa n dpipers a n d o ther sm a ll b irds.

En trepren eurs fo llo wed  the go ld seekers, 
b la zin g tra ils, freightin g go o ds, a n d 
esta b lishin g ro a d ho uses.  Old m in er a n d
tra pper c a b in s do t the la n dsc a pe a lo n g 
the river.  R em em b er, these struc tures a n d 
artifa c ts b elo n g to  everyo n e.  T a ke o n ly
pic tures, lea ve o n ly fo o tprin ts.  

If a  b a ld ea gle, peregrin e fa lc o n , o r red-
ta iled ha wk is c irc lin g n ea r yo u with c ries
tha t in dic a te the b ird is a gitated, please
do n 't sta y lo n g in  that area  - c ho o se a n o ther
spo t fo r a  c a m psite. Pro lo n ged hum a n
a c tivity n ea r n est sites c a n  result in  
a b a n do n ed n ests o r the death o f yo un g
b irds.

Fish
Arc tic  gra ylin g, n o rthern  pike, sheefish a n d
sa lm o n  a ll m a ke their ho m e in  Birc h Creek.  
Fo r m a n y fisherm en  the Arc tic  gra ylin g is
a rare freshwa ter fish sym b o lic  o f the c lea r,
c o ld strea m s o f the n o rthern  wildern ess. 

Upper Birc h Creek Wa ysidesc hist m a y in c lude pyrite, a n tim o n y, a n d
to urm a lin e.
S pec ta c ula r exa m ples o f sc hist a re fo un d
in  ro c k o utcro ps where sheer ro c k wa lls 
ha ve resisted the ero sive a c tio n  o f wa ter.  
S ho tgun  R a pids is o n e suc h lo c a tio n .

in  the sha llo w la yer o f so il that tha ws fo r a
few m o n ths ea c h sum m er.

Co n serva tio n  Act.  T he wild a n d sc en ic  river 
c o rrido r is c lo sed to  a ll-terra in  vehic les 
durin g the sum m er sea so n  (M a y 1 - 
Octo b er 14).

River flow and rapids
M a xim um  river flo ws usua lly o c c ur in  early M a y a s
a result o f b rea k-up o r la te July o r early August a fter
sum m er ra in s.  Durin g Jun e, water levels usua lly 
dro p resultin g in  sha llo ws, expo sed ro c ks a n d lo gs, 
sweepers a n d ro c k ga rden s.  
In  Birc h Creek’s upper rea c hes, flo a ters o ften  
a ltern a te b etween  dra ggin g their b o a ts thro ugh 
fa st riffles a n d flo a tin g a c ro ss sm a ll po o ls.  As 
trib uta ries jo in  Birc h Creek, it c ha n ges fro m  a
hea dwa ter Cla ss I c reek to  a  la rger river with 
stretc hes o f Class II o r Class III whitewa ter as
c la ssified b y the In tern a tio n a l S c a le o f R iver 
Diffic ulty.  M o st rapids o c c ur b etween  Clum 's Fo rk
a n d Wo lf Creek. T he lo wer segm en t slo ws a n d
widen s a s the river starts to  m ea n der thro ugh
the Y uko n  Fla ts. 

Geology
Birc h Creek flo ws thro ugh the Y uko n -
T a n a n a  Upla n ds, a  regio n  o f ro un ded ridges

S ho tgun  R a pids

Ic e len s in  b a n k b ehin d a  party o f c a m pers

Ba ld ea gles

Arctic  gra ylin g

Ca b in  ruin


