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State ponders
its next move
after fish kill

State fisheries officials say they are
considering seeking financial compen-
sation for the fish killed when Bohem-
Ia Inc. drained Bull Reservelr, & for-
mer millpond located near the com-
munity of Horon in the Coast Rangs
west of Junction City.

MNobody knows exaclly how many
fish died when the &0-acre reservolr
was drained inio Lake Creek 10 days
ARG

Bul Oregon Department of Fish
and Wildiife biologists collected a
“sampling™ of dead fish and camé up
with 691 bluegill, 209 bass,
81 cutthroat trout, 63 black crapple
and a handhol of other miscellansous
species, including six steelbead,

Some of the hass were “Io the five-
to six-pound range,” sabd Wil Beldler,
the Oregon Department of Fish and
Wildiife fish biologist in the Florence
district who help collect dend fish
from the muck left behind,

“The thing that got me 50 upset is
that 1 didn't even know Il was happen-
ing — 1 didn't have an opporiunity for
input on how Il was to be dralned™
Beldler sald.

Bud Stewarf, an executive of
Bohemia Inc, whose crews drained
the pond, sald he, too, was “disappaotnt-
ed” ol the way things transpired.

“We were a little deficlent In get-
ling the word out,” Slewar sald.

Bohemia owns the dam Itself, but
ihe water and the fish in il are public
resources, said Dave Anderson, assist-
ant regional supervisor. Stewarl sald
Bohemia crews drained the pond In
order to make repairs on the dam and
{he headgaie In order 1o have things
“ship shape” before (hey were furned /|
over (o public ownership.

Bohemis and the Bureau of Land
Management six weeks ago announced
a tenlalive agreement (o do that by the
end of the year. Bohemia had sald it
was unwilling 1o continue being lable
for the eartben dam and would draln
the reservolr and tear out the dam If
no public sgency was willing to take il
over. ,

Meanwhile, Stewart sald the reser-

* yolr won't be refilled untll repairs are
compieted, which would not be until
“laie winter or early spring.”

“Cuch a dalay In refilling the reser-
volr could be “disasierous,” sad
Wayne Elliott, BLM Coust Range Dis-
irict manager.

Emoit said two extremely rare
plants — Including one AL known o
exist g else oulside of Malng
— are threatened by (e lack 01 Waler,
In addifion, he sad, vast amounts of
gl thal hed seflied to (he bollom of
the reservolr could be washed Into
Lake Creek If the headgate Is lefl open

all winter, ;




