
JOHN DAY WILD AND SCENIC RIVER 
QUOTA FOR HIGH SEASON OVERNIGHT BOATER PERMITS

Online permits are required to boat year-round between Service Creek and Tumwater Falls and can only be 
obtained on Recreation.gov. The following table shows the number of High Season Overnight boater permits 
that will be released daily on Recreation.gov. Permits will become available 4 months and 1 month in advance 
of a given High Season launch date (see the High Season Release Schedule).  

For further information please visit the John Day River Recreation.gov sites for Day Use and Overnight Permits. 

OVERNIGHT 
BOATER PERMITS    

NUMBER OF LAUNCHES 
PER DAY 

*Segment 3A
Launching at or Upstream 

of Service Creek             
(8 per Day Total) 

*Segment 3B
Twickenham, Priest 

Hole, or Burnt Ranch       
(9 per Day Total) 

Segment 2A              
Clarno           

(5 per Day Total) 

Segment 2B 
Thirtymile            

(4 per Day Total) 

4 Months in Advance      
50% of Passes are Released              

(Rounded Up) 
4 per day 5 per day 3 per day 2 per day 

1 Month in Advance    
Remaining Passes are 

Released                
4 per day 4 per day 2 per day 2 per day 

OVERNIGHT        
BOATER PERMITS    

NUMBER OF LAUNCHES 
PER DAY 

Segment 1A              
J.S. Burres- 

Cottonwood 
(4 per Day Total) 

Segment 1B     
Starvation Lane, 

Rock Creek or 
McDonald Crossing         

(2 per Day Total) 

Segment 1A (Fall)              
J.S. Burres- 

Cottonwood        
(2 per Day Total) 

Segment 1B (Fall) 
Starvation Lane,     

Rock Creek or 
McDonald 
Crossing       

(1 per Day Total) 

**Long Distance 
Paddle Permits      

(2 per Day Total) 

4 Months in Advance      
50% of Passes are 

Released               
(Rounded Up) 

2 per day 1 per day 1 per day 1 per day 1 per day 

1 Month in Advance    
Remaining Passes are 

Released                
2 per day 1 per day 1 per day 0 per day 1 per day 

*Segment 3 permits do not allow parties to take out downstream of Clarno.
**Long Distance Paddle Permits can put in at any legal access point upstream of Clarno in Segment 3 (Upstream of
Service Creek, Service Creek, Twickenham, Priest Hole, Burnt Ranch) and takeout at any legal access point downstream of
Clarno (Thirtymile, J.S. Burres-Cottonwood, Starvation Lane, Rock Creek, McDonald Crossing). Long distance permits are
for parties doing long trips and do not allow for parties to takeout at Clarno.


