
 
AMERICA THE BEAUTIFUL - NATIONAL PARKS & FEDERAL RECREATIONAL LANDS ACCESS PASS 

-Frequently Asked Questions- 
About your Annual Pass 

• Annual Passes are not valid without passholder signature. 
• Annual Passes purchased as gifts have two blank signature lines for use by gift recipient.  
• Annual pass costs $80. 
• Valid for one full year from month of purchase (through last day of that month). 
• Allows pass owner and accompanying passengers in a single, private, non-commercial 

vehicle to enter Federally operated recreation sites across the country. 
• Covers the pass owner and three (3) accompanying adults age 16 and older at sites where 

per person entrance fees are charged. No entry fee charged for children 15 and under. 
• Photo identification will be required to verify ownership. 
• Passes are non-refundable, non-transferable and cannot be replaced if lost or stolen. 
• FREE Annual Pass for current US Military and their dependents. 
• FREE Annual Pass awarded to volunteers who contribute 250 or more hours. 
• FREE Annual Pass for US 4th Grade Students. 

About your Senior Pass (Lifetime) 
• Lifetime Senior pass costs $80. An annual senior pass is also available. 
• Please note that the price of the lifetime Senior Pass increased to $80 on August 28, 2017. Also, 

a new $20 annual Senior Pass became available at the same time.  
• For U.S. citizens or permanent residents age 62 or over. 
• May be obtained in person at a federal recreation site or through the mail using the 

application form. 
• Provides entrance or access to pass owner and accompanying passengers in a single, private, 

non-commercial vehicle at Federal operated recreation sites across the country. 
• Photo identification may be required to verify ownership. 
• Passes are NON-REFUNDABLE, NON-TRANSFERABLE, and cannot be replaced if lost or stolen. 
• May provide a 50 percent discount on some amenity fees charged for facilities and services 

such as camping, swimming, boat launch, and specialized interpretive services. 
• Generally does NOT cover or reduce special recreation permit fees or fees charged by 

concessioners. 

About your Senior Pass (Annual) 
• Senior Annual Pass costs $20. A lifetime Senior Pass is also available. 
• Valid for one full year from month of purchase (through last day of that month). 
• Please note that the price of the lifetime Senior Pass increased to $80 on August 28, 2017. Also, 

a new $20 annual Senior Pass became available at the same time.   
• For U.S. citizens or permanent residents age 62 or over. 
• May be obtained in person at a federal recreation site, online here, or through the mail using 

the application form. 
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• Provides entrance or access to pass owner and accompanying passengers in a single, private, 
non-commercial vehicle at Federal operated recreation sites across the country. 

• Photo identification may be required to verify ownership. 
• Passes are NON-REFUNDABLE, NON-TRANSFERABLE, and cannot be replaced if lost or stolen. 
• May provide a 50 percent discount on some amenity fees charged for facilities and services 

such as camping, swimming, boat launch, and specialized interpretive services. 
• Generally does NOT cover or reduce special recreation permit fees or fees charged by 

concessioners. 

Acceptable Documentation: 
A copy of ID issued by an authorized U.S. agency such as your driver's license, passport, or state 
issued ID & Documentation that proves permanent disability such as: 

 

• Statement by a licensed physician (Statement must include: that the individual has a 
PERMANENT disability, that it limits one or more aspects of their daily life, and the nature of 
those limitations.); 

• Document issued by Federal agency such as the Veteran's Administration, Social Security 
Disability Income, or Supplemental Security Income. 

• Document issued by a State agency such as a vocational rehabilitation agency. 

About your Access Pass 
• Access Pass-Free - available to U.S. citizens or permanent residents of the United States that 

have been medically determined to have a permanent disability (does not have to be a 100% 
disability) - that provides admittance to more than 2,000 recreation sites managed by five 
Federal agencies. 

• May also be obtained free in person at a federal recreation site. 
• Provides entrance or access to pass owner and accompanying passengers in a single, private, 

non-commercial vehicle at Federal operated recreation sites across the country. 
• Photo identification may be required to verify ownership. 
• Passes are NON-REFUNDABLE, NON-TRANSFERABLE, and cannot be replaced if lost or stolen. 
• At many sites the Access Pass provides the pass owner a discount on Expanded Amenity Fees 

(such as camping, swimming, boat launching, and guided tours). 
• Generally does NOT cover or reduce special recreation permit fees or fees charged by 

concessioners. 

  


