December 16, 2020

Allen Bondurant
1670 Willow Run
Fairbanks, AK 99709

achondurant/@gmail.com

Development of oil and gas leases within the 1002 area of the Arctic National Wildlife
Refuge (ANWR) presents a number of logistical and environmental problems beyond the
negative social and regulatory issues which [ believe will have been thoroughly covered by other
commenters. Because of a rushed expedited lease sale process, there has not been a thorough
assessment of available water resources on the coastal plain area aftected by this lease sale. Both
Federal and State agencies, as well as the oil and gas industry, seem to be operating under the
assumption that this area will provide similar conditions to the coastal plain area around Prudhoe
Bay and fields further to the west, including within the National Petroleum Reserve — Alaska
(NPR-A). but in my professional opinion this could not be further from the truth. These areas
have distinctly different hydrologic systems operating in distinctly different terrains, and plans
and assumptions relating to the development of fields currently in operation will not apply to
new leases within ANWR. My comment seeks to explore some of these differences and provide

context for why they are important.

Among the most striking differences between the coastal plain area contained within
ANWR and the coastal plain in areas further to the west is the density of lakes. While in areas of
NPR-A, lake density approaches 20% of total land area (Sellmann et al., 1975; Hinkel et al.,
2003, Arp & Jones, 2009), within the 1002 area this only approaches 1.5% (Figure 1). Within
the context of oil and gas development. these lakes play an important role as water sources for
construction of ice roads and pads. Without the density of lakes seen on the western coastal
plain, construction of ice roads and pads without the disruption of fish and migratory habitat will
become a (remendous task and is not accounted for in any of the planning documents (Alerstam
etal, 2001). Fish habitat can only be maintained where there is enough water for fish to survive
under up to 2m of ice during some winters; this means that lakes must maintain sufficient water

levels to provide this habitat, even when drawing water for industrial operations. Without an
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adequate assessment of water resources available, this task represents a gap in knowledge and

understanding of this region, and may prove to be impossible to overcome.
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Distribution of lakes and ponds within Arctic National Wildlife Refuge - 1002 Area

Figure 1. Distribution of lakes and ponds within Arctic National Wildlife Refuge - 1002 Area. Water body information taken from

National Hydrographic Database.



In addition to the different character of the lakes within the region, the rivers are also of
totally different character than further to the west. With the proposed lease area encompassing
areas of 11 major drainages, this should be a major planning obstacle, but one that has not been
thoroughly considered in planning documents. Most of these drainages have never been gauged
or surveyed for annual flow, and those that were in the past have ceased observation. Only the
Hulahula river near Kaktovik is currently monitored. Rivers represent unique obstacle for
infrastructure development on the arctic coastal plain. Peak snowmelt floods have the ability to
easily inundate and damage infrastructure in the vicinity of the river channel, and the timing and
magnitude of these events is highly dependent upon local weather patterns and hard to predict.
Further, recent changes within Alaska has seen additional flood peaks in August and September
due to precipitation pattern changes (Arp et al., 2020). These fall floods have a higher potential
for damage and river channel migration because the ground has nearly reached its annual
maximum thaw depth, making it more susceptible to erosion. This represents significant risk to

infrastructure development in these areas, including pipeline and ice road crossings.

Aufeis accumulation represents a distinct hazard within these riverine systems, one that is
separate from flood events but also has the ability to exacerbate them, as seen on the catastrophic
Sagavanirktok River flood near Prudhoe Bay in 2015 (Toniolo et al., 2017). There has been
speculation that the compression of snow through seismic operations and construction of snow
and ice roads has the ability to trigger or increase aufeis formation through increased ice
thickness beneath the compressed snow acting like a dam and forcing water to the surface.

These aufeis fields have the potential to disrupt infrastructure related to oil and gas development
and are difficult to predict. Without thorough investigation of the satellite record and analysis of
potential impacts of compressed snow on the formation of new or expanded aufeis fields, they

become impossible to predict with any degree of certainty.

Fish habitat is also a crucial component of the hydrologic system within the Arctic
National Wildlife Refuge. Dolly Varden (Salvelinus Malma) are an anadromous species with
significant runs in watersheds within the area of proposed lease sale. While serving an important
subsistence role to the community of Kaktovik, waters home to anadromous species also receive
special protections under NEPA and have not been adequately accounted for in planning

documents for development of proposed leases. Further, ANILCA gives these waters and habitat



additional considerations and protections which are not accounted for here. Without a thorough
assessment of fish habitat within the proposed lease area, the conditions imposed by both of

these pieces of legislation are not being met.

As a professional hydrologist operating on Alaska’s North Slope, I speak to my area of
expertise; that being water resources within the area of proposed leases within the Arctic
National Wildlife Refuge. The science surrounding water resources is clearly lacking as it

pertains to potential development, so my opinion must be to oppose any and all lease sales.

Sincerely,

Allen Bondurant
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December 1, 2020

Arctic National Wildlife Refuge Coastal Plain Public Comment

Statc Dircctor

Burecau of Land Management, Alaska State Office
222 West 7" Avenue, Mailstop 13

Anchorage, AK 99513-7504

Dcar Alaska State Director,

[ writc to you to appaose leasing of all tracts on the Coastal Plain (CP) of the Arctic National
Wildlife Refuge (Refuge). The Bureau of Land Management's (BLM) pursual of drilling in this
Refuge violates Indigenous and human rights; neglects wildlife, environmental, and climate
impacts; and ignores the Federal provisions in the Alaska National Interest Lands Conservation
Act (ANILCA) for this place.

Before this area came to be known as the Refuge, the Gwich’in peoples of Alaska and Canada
stewarded and lived with these lands and all creatures on them for thousands of years. The
Gwich’in continue to thrive here and connect themselves culturally and spiritually to this place
and its resources, particularly the Porcupine caribou herd: “one of the largest migratory barren
ground caribou herds in North America™ whose calving grounds lie within the bounds of the
Refuge. Because of the abundance of life in the Refuge, the Gwich’in refer to the Refuge as
lizhik Gwats ‘an Gwandaii Goodlit, or “The Sacred Place Where Life Begins.”* Leasing any
tracts of the CP would violate the Gwicl’in peoples’ vights as humans and Arctic Indigenous
Peoples and harm the longevity of this critical caribou herd,

In planning to lease tracts of the CP, BLM failed to secure an Environmental Impact Statement
(EIS) that adequately discussed the environmental impacts of drilling within the Refuge. The
EIS process for the CP was rushed and did not allow for sufficient public and professional
review of potential impacts of oil and gas exploration, including irreversible scarring of
landscapes and alteration of ecosystems;’ decreased water quality and quantity;* potential oil
spills and water and land contamination;® exacerbated effects of climate change;® and alteration

' Porcupine Caribou Management Board, hitps: ' www.pcmb.ca'herd.

* Gwich’in Steering Committee, https:/‘ourarcticrefuge.org/take-action/,

* Henry Fountain, New York Times, hups: www.nvtimes.com/201 8/ 08/03/climate alaska-anwr-seismic-lesting-
tracks.himl,

* Nenibarini Zabbey and Gustaf Olsson, bips: 'www.nebi.ndm.nih.gov/pmerarticles PMC6607 187 Kate Kelly, Matt
Lee-Ashely, Jenny Rowland-Shea, and Sally Hardin, Center for American Progress,

hitps:/ www.amcericanpropress.org/issucs/ grecnnews 201901/ 10:4648 1 interior-department-cutting-corers-
ignoring-scicnee-aretic-national-wildhife-refuec’

! Zabbey and Olsson; Kelly et al.

* Kelly et al.



https:�/v,ww.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pmc

of habitat for many endangered and protected wildlife, including polar bears, caribou, and
migratory birds;” among many other likely environmental impacts.

Furthermore, opening the CP to oil and gas leasing violates the protections to subsistence ways
of life and water quality provided by ANILCA. Under Title XTIT of ANILCA, food security
through practicing subsistence ways of life must be Federally protected. However, BLM,
ignoring the large percentage of subsistence food the Gwich’in sccure from the Porcupine
caribou herd, fails to recognize their rights to subsistence foods protected by ANILCA by
moving forward with leasing the CP. Additionally, the Refuge was originally established under
ANILCA to ensure “water quality and necessary water quantity within the Refuge™ for wildlife
species in its ecosystem. Though the CP is not protected from oil and gas exploration, water and
ccosystem quality would irrevocably be impacted by any such activity in the CP. This Federal
protection is thus blatantly ignored by the proposed leasing process. Neglecting to uphold the
Federal law of ANILCA is a gross overstep of BLM as a Federal agency and should be
grounds to terminate the CP leasing project.

In sum, leasing any and all tracts of the Arctic CP would permanently damage Arctic
Indigenous food security, critical Arctic wildlife habitat and ecosystems, and legitimacy of
ANILCA and the Federal process. 1 urge BLM to immediately close all proposed tracts for sale
for oil and gas drilling in the CP of the Refuge for the sake of our common humanity and home.

Sincerely,

Terese Schomogyi
tschomog@alumni.nd.edu

+1 (253) 948-2511

P.O. Box 1765, Bethel, AK, 99559-1765

7 Kelly et al.
*U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service, https:// www.{ws.sov/retuse/arctic/fags.himl.,
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To: State Director December 13, 2020

Bureau of Land Management
Alaska State Office

222 West 7th Avenue
Mailstop 13

Anchorage, AK 99513-7504

To Whom it May Concern,

Here we go again. The Arctic National Refuge must be protected from oil and gas
development period. The reasons are manifold. We are in the midst of an energy crisis
that has to turn away from damaging fossil fuel extraction. We are in a downward spiral
of wildlife extinctions that will kill us if we don't stop and it's 2020 and we absolutely
need to consider the rights of the indigenous Gwich'in Nation.

Please consider support instead for alternative energy as the fossil fuel industry has
poisoned vast areas with their development and their products. If | were to catalogue all
the oil spills on land and sea it would still amount to a fraction of the pollution caused
from general use of fossil fuels and the damage that development brings. We simply
must dedicate our lives to alternate ways of living on planet earth for future generations
or they will not be healthy future generations.

We are in the midst of the sixth extinction. More than 500 species of land animals are
found to be on the brink of extinction within 20 years. The Porcupine Caribou herd must
be protected by ensuring healthy birthing grounds. Polar bears are at a tipping point and
need more viable habitat not less.

Lastly, the Gwich'in have suffered as a Nation and it is past time that United States
agencies uphold the dignity of the Gwich'in tribe by listening to their concerns and
protecting their rights as an original people who lived in balance with their place. It is not
the place of any fossil fuel or agency representative to direct the future of these coastal
plains.

Most Sincerely,

Ali Freedlund
PO Box 1

Petrolia, CA 95558
ali@mattole.or
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State Director

Bureau of Land Management Alaska State Office
222 West 7™ Ave. Mailstop 13

Anchorage, AK 99513-7504

To whom it may concern,

| am writing to oppose the irresponsible leasing of all tracts for the Coastal Plain of Alaska Qil and Gas Lease sale.
This lease sale is overlooking many important factors including the biological value of the coastal plain and
detrimental long-term effects of extraction on an already fragile environment. Specific concerns are as follow:

All tracts should be excluded from oil leasing, as the coastal plain provides critical habitat for denning
polar bears. As sea ice recedes due to warming temperatures, land denning sites in the Arctic Refuge
become increasingly important. According to Map 3-37, leasing this tract would have unacceptable
impacts on denning polar bears and polar bear critical habitat.

Tracts #1,2,3,4,5,7,9, 8,10, 12, 13, 14, 18, 20, 21, 22, 23, and 24 should be excluded from oil leasing,
as it holds critical calving and post-calving habitat for the Porcupine caribou herd, according to Maps 3-35
and 3-29,

Tracts #27, 7, 31, 29, and 32 should be excluded from ail leasing to preserve critical fish habitat. According
to FEIS Map 3-18, this tract includes essential habitat for Arctic Cod.

All tracts should be excluded from oil leasing, as the coastal plain is habitat for millions of birds which
come from every continent, including off the coast of Antarctica, to breed, forage, and molt. BLM is
disregarding impacts to birds by planning oil leases in the Arctic Refuge.

Tracts #4, 5, 7, 11, 12, 18, 19, 20, 21, and 28 should not be considered for oil leasing, as it provides
important habitat for Snow Geese, seeing more than 21 flocks of Snow Geese over 500 in number
between 1982-2004 according to FEIS Map 3-26.

All tracts should be excluded from oil leasing, as an original purpose of the Arctic National Wildlife Refuge
as established in ANILCA is to ensure “water quality and necessary water quantity within the refuge” to
conserve fish, wildlife and habitats. The BLM did no new analysis of how much water is actually available
on the Coastal Plain in the coastal plain EIS and therefore does an insufficient job of analyzing impact to
that water quantity.

All tracts should be excluded from oil leasing, as all tracts are visible from high points within the federally
designated Wilderness portion of the refuge. The negative visual impacts on Wilderness recreation in the
Arctic Refuge negate the original wilderness and recreation purposes of the Arctic Refuge as established
in ANILCA.

This oil and gas lease sale should be delayed in order to adequately consider the affects of the proposed
development rather than rushing through the process for political points.

Sincerely,

Scott Patterson

4741 Grumman St
Anchorage, AK 99507
highflugro@gmail.com

802 881 7119
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21 November 2020

State Director, Bureau of Land Management

Alaska State Office
222 West 7th Avenue, Mailstop 13
Anchorage, AK 99513-7504

To Whom It May Concern:

| am writing to comment on the Coastal Plain Alaska Oil and Gas Lease Sale announced by the
Bureau of Land Management on 17 November 2020. My comments concern several related
issues that have not been adequately addressed by BLM from the very beginning of its work on
opening the Arctic Refuge to oil and gas development. These issues are treated here not in order
of importance, because they are so closely related to one another, The deleterious effects of oil

and gas development on one aspect will also be seen in other aspects.

| would like to note that | have lived in Fairbanks, Alaska, from 2013 to 2020. During 2020, 1
have been a resident of New Mexico, but T will be returning to live and work in Alaska in early
2021. T have traveled to the Arctic Refuge and have visited Prudhoe Bay. I have driven the
Dalton Highway many times, in summer and winter. My concern for the Arctic Refuge has led
me to comment publicly many times, in person and in writing, over the past 4 years. | have read
an immensc amount of matcrial on the Refuge, the Coastal Plain, and thc BLM plans for
developing the area for oil and gas extraction on industrial scale. While my comments attempt to

be specific, they also intend to be on that industrial scalc.

Wildlife

It is clear from the maps made available with the final EIS published by BLM on this project that
the entire coastal plain is being opened for lease sale and therefore being opened for industrial
development. The grid map for the lease sale covers the entire coastal plain. This opening of the
cntirc coastal plain is counter to the EIS statcment that the least impact on the arca 1002 would

be to lease 800,000 acres, the minimum required by the Tax Bill of 2017. That lease sale would



mect the mandate of the Tax Bill of 2017. While it would not be as good as the Alternative A, to
make no development at all, it would be much less than the alternative summarily dictated by
BLM in its final rccord of decision. As a mere preamble, it is at lcast nccessary to note the
disregard shown by the BLM for the many public and scientific comments made during these

past four ycars.

The wildlife populations most affected by this project will be polar bears, the Porcupine caribou
herd, salmon and Arctic cod, and migratory birds (snow geese are the species most specifically
treated in the EIS). From my reading of official documents and supporting documents for the

EIS, it seems that ringed seal populations may well be affected as well.

It is clear that a significant population of denning polar bears lies within the project area and
would be adversely affected by the industrial infrastructure of roads, pipelines, camps, and
drilling pads. The work of locating these denning bears is always changing, an ongoing project
that differs year to year. How can the development of an industrial grid of infrastructure (roads,
pads, camps, bridges, abutments) keep from altering the denning pattems of polar bears? The
clear answer is that it cannot help but alter the denning patterns and therefore cause harm to a
fragile population of polar bears on the Coastal Plain. The mitigations are in the planning, but
there is absolutely no certainty that these planned mitigations will keep the fragile polar bear
populations from harm. The planning documents for seismic testing, for instance, clearly point to

“accidental take” of polar bears, as if this is an answer to the concern for killing this species.

The Porcupine caribou herd has historically used nearly all the central part of the Coastal Plain as
its spring calving grounds and as migratory paths after calving. This is shown clearly by the
maps for 1982-2002 provided by BLM with its final EIS. The patterns of calving are not fixed,
but they show clearly that the project area is used by the Porcupine caribou herd repeatedly, year
to year, and should remain open for the herd to use always. An installation of industrial oil and
gas exploration and extraction—gravel roads, heavy machinery, man camps, and oil/gas drilling
pads, along with all the activity related to heavy trucks, hauling supplies, moving equipment and
personnel—will certainly interrupt and alter the free patterns of the caribou in their spring

migration and calving, as well as their post-calving movements. This applies to virtually all the



tracts in the BLM leasc map. It may be that the four tracts on the far western edge of the project
area (#s 17, 27, 31, and 32) would be less likely to be involved in calving by the Porcupine herd,
but cven that statement is conjcctural. The fact is that the EIS maps for 1982-2002 suggest that
the entire project area is historically used by the herd for calving and post-calving movement.
Imagine if corporations arc developing diffcrent tracts in different parts of the project arca: it is a
real possibility that uncoordinated development would (inadvertently) squeeze the Porcupine
caribou herd out of its historical calving grounds altogether by making their migration routes
impossible to follow. We know that development affects caribou migration routes. Development

on the scale of the proposal will affect these migration routes forever.

The maps for salmon and Arctic cod populations indicate that the Staines and Canning Rivers are
essential habitat for salmon populations and that the entire coast of the Beaufort Sea touching the
proposed project area is essential habitat for Arctic cod. Why would anyone think that it could be
responsible to lease, explore, and extract oil and gas on industrial scale in these critical habitat

areas?

As the map for snow geese flocks suggests, the entire Coastal Plain is a vital nesting and feeding
ground for migratory waterfowl and for other migratory bird populations. How would industrial
development change the migrations and nesting of millions of birds? There is no evidence to
suggest that this is somehow not a matter of great concern. Like the other wildlife populations
here, BLM is simply accepting that there will be adverse effects on migratory bird populations.
How bad? Nobody really knows. In the final EIS and Record of Decision, BLM chooses to

ignore these concerns.

Water

The Coastal Plain is a vibrant and resilient network of streams, rivers, wetlands, ponds, and
lakes, all of which function together as support for the wildlife populations detailed in my first
set of comments, but not limited to those populations. The muskoxen of the Coastal Plain, for
instance, are a vital and small, fragile population. They depend absolutely on the hydrology of
the Coastal Plain as it stands today. How will the industrial development of the Coastal Plain

affect the hydrology of the tundra, the flow of streams and rivers, and the existence of wetlands,



ponds, and lakes in the 1002 Arca? All of the science produced in answering this complex sct of
questions points, without doubt, to the harmful impact of industrial development on the water
regime of the Coastal Plain. If we harm the water supply and system, we harm the wildlife. We
harm the vegetation of the tundra. We harm the base of willows growing along the streams and

rivers. We adversely affcct the hosts of plants and animals depending on this whole system.

Is there any scenario in which industrial development has NOT adversely affected hydrology of
the ecosystem? What level of impact is acceptable, and who gets to make that determination? In

the EIS and ROD documents, BLM takes that decision lightly, without adequate explanation.

Climate Change

Beyond the prospects of severely impacting the habitat of wildlife populations and the hydrology
of the ecosystems supporting those populations, the oil and gas lease sales could not come at a
worse moment in world history. We know for an absolute fact that climate change is real and that
it is linked causally to oil and gas fuel burning. We know that every gallon of gasoline, fuel oil,
or natural gas is going to contribute further to the crisis the whole planet is facing. To engage in
this lease sale at this moment is utterly irresponsible. It purports to earn billions of doliars for
Alaska and for the U.S. Government, but the projections for these dollars of profit in taxes are
unreliable and uncertain. There are many studies to show that the projections are grossly
exaggerated and unlikely to be realized in the foreseeable future. Meanwhile, it is vital to keep
every gallon of oil and gas in the ground. This is a larger matter than the single oil rig or drilling
platform in Tract # 5 or Tract #7. But it is clear that the cumulative impact of oil and gas
production in the years 2020 to 2050 will cause irreparable harm to the lives of people all over

the planet. Nobody will escape these effects, and we are feeling them already in 2020.

Climate change is already a clear problem in Alaska. We have experienced temperature rise to a
greater extent and degree than anywhere on the planet. Alaska is Ground Zero for climate
change. We see permafrost thawing at an alarming rate; coastal erosion; streambank erosion;
drought and wildfire expansion; paradoxically, massive rainfalls and erosion; dislocation of
human populations; disruption of plant populations (brushification of tundra habitat) and animal

populations. Scientific reports on climate change have entire sections—booklets—on the harmful



impacts scen already in Alaska. We know, without doubt, that business as usual cannot continue,

The cumulative effects are too great, and they are happening too quickly to ignore.

It defies common sense and our scientific knowledge to engage in this scale of fossil fuel
dcvelopment at the very moment we are attempting to counteract the dircct and cumulative
effects of climate change caused by fossil fuels. The US Government, through the lease sale
program in the Arctic Refuge, is engaged in the most directly contradictory project seen in
modern times. Contradictory of science, since we know that opening the Coastal Plain this way
is immensely harmful and will increase the effects of climate change. Contradictory of common
sense, since we know that every gallon of oil or gas burned into our atmosphere is adding to the

burden we all are feeling already.

In the final EIS and ROD, the BLM presented misleading evidence that did not take into account
the cumulative, global effects of climate change in considering the proposed project and now the

proposed lease sale.

Human Beings

The most directly and negatively impacted human population by this planned lease sale is the
Gwich’in Nation, and the BLM LIS already made this apparent. The other directly impacted
human population will be the Inupiat people of the North Slope. (Some Inupiat corporations are
in favor of the lease sale, but not all Inupiat people agree with this corporate decision.) In
addition, all other human populations in the project area will be negatively impacted by
industrialization of the landscape. This means all the workers in Kaktovik, all the fishing
industry workers in the Beaufort Sea, and every truck driver and other worker involved in
making a living in this North Slope region. Many of them are working in the oil and gas industry
already, but the fact remains that on the time scale of a few years and on the time scale of
decades and longer, the industrialization of the Coastal Plain will break the relationship between
human beings and what the Gwich’in rightly call “The Place Where Life Begins.” There cannot
be a change in the relationship on this scale without changing the way people, especially
Gwich’in and Inupiat people, live in the region and make use of this Coastal Plain and all the life

it supports. This concern has been raised by Gwich’in people for over thirty years, and they have



been arguing all these decades that this development is tantamount to cultural genocide. How can
BLM ignore the call of the Gwich’in people, the most directly impacted by the lease sale? How
can they ignore Inupiat people in order to listen to Inupiat corporations? This is an act of
irresponsibility and gross negligence of duty, an act perpetrated from above by the political
appointees of the Trump administration. Carecr wildlife biologists aren’t the ones pushing this
decision. Gwich’in elders in the villages bordering the Refuge aren’t asking for more drilling
pads and monster trucks. The people pushing this lease sale are politically motivated and

supported by corporate leaders.

On a planetary scale, this project will affect human beings in the United States and over the
entire world, The arguments given by BLM and the corporations is that only a tiny percentage of
the land is being developed, and only a tiny percentage of fossil fuels is being extracted. The
BLM documents discuss how to contain a fuel spill at a drilling pad, as if this somehow answers
the concern for human health on the long term. This kind of rhetoric is misleading and false, and
it could be called meretricious. Every single gallon counts. Every singie drop burned into the
atmosphere counts. The effects are not limited to a single drilling pad or a single man camp and
its fuel consumption, or how the workers handle their garbage. The real point is that cumulative
effects add up inexorably and can have consequences far beyond what the planners imagine. The
cumulative effects of industrial development on the scale proposed for the Coastal Plain are
immensely harmful to the human populations in the region, in the state, in our country, and over

the whole planet.

Conclusion

From the perspective of the Big Oil corporations, the Trump administration, and the political
appointees in the Interior Department and the Bureau of Land Management, and from the
perspective of Alaska politicians like Don Young, Lisa Murkowski, and Dan Sullivan, or our
current Governor Mike Dunleavy, this lease sale is long overdue. From their perspective, they
have been hoping to open the Arctic Refuge for decades, and this is the closest they have come
to what they consider a great success. They have convinced a slim majority of Alaskans that this

lease sale is in their best interest. After all, who wants to pay income tax?



But this idca of success and “best interest” is misleading and false. The movement of encrgy
production in the USA and in the world is away from oil and gas. We do not need oil and gas
Icasc sales in the Arctic Refuge. The sales will not benefit the local people, the state of Alaska,
or the so-called “energy independence” of the United States. The power structure of Big Oil and
its political partners is sccking this fast-tracked lease sale becausc these people know that their
time is coming to an end in January 2021. The reality is that politics and corporate money are

driving this process, as they have done since the beginning of the push in 2017,

Every political reality in Alaska over the past decade has shown us that the lease sale is nothing
but a temporary response to the structural problems in funding state government. The tax base in
the state is limited and narrow. Relying on BLM and Big Oil to solve the state’s financial

problems is an evasion of responsibility by our political leaders on the state and national levels.

I end with a direct appeal to you, Mr. Chad Padgett, State Director for the BLM. I have read your
biography on the BLM website, and it is no secret that you were until recently on the staff of
Representative Don Young. Is il possible for you to see that the interests of Alaska are not only
for oil and gas development? Is it possible for you to think toward the future of the state, when
oil and gas are no longer the prime movers of the economy and the tax base for the state
government? Can you see that Representative Young is always in favor of industrial-scale
development, and that his vision of such development is an old-school view of Alaska, no longer
suitable for the twenty-first century? Can you see that in the waning days of this Trump
administration, it is in fact practical and realistic to abandon industrial developments like Pebble
Mine and drilling in the Refuge? The currents are flowing away from these projects. 1 hope you

will find a way to see that clearly.

James P. Warren
warrenja wlu.edu

(907) 888-2489

1500 Vista Hermosa Road
Jemez Pueblo, NM 87024
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December 7, 2020

Chad B. Padgett

State Director

Bureau of Land Management
Alaska State Office

222 West 7th Avenue, Mailstop 13
Anchorage, AK 99513-7504

Subject: Comment on Coastal Plain Alaska Oil and Gas Lease Sale (re: Federal Register Document No.
2020-25316)

Dear Director Padgett,

[ am writing to provide comments regarding the prioritization of tracts within the Arctic National
Wildlife Refuge (hereafter the Refuge). My comments derive from the goal to minimize impacts to
the fish and wildiife for which this landscape is a refuge, as well as the indigenous Peoples who rely
on these fish and wildlife for subsistence. Specifically, | request that the BLM not lease

e Tr #1,.2.3.4 7 10,11.12,13,14,15,16,17,18,19, 20, 21,22, 23,24, 25,2
27,28,29,30, 31, and 32 due to the high likelihood of interfering with polar bear
reproduction and neonate survival,

¢ Tracts#1,2,3.4,56.7.8,9.10,11,12,13,14,15,16,17,18,19,20,21,22, 23, 24,25, 26,
27,28, 29,30, 31, and 32 due to the high likelihood of interfering with caribou reproduction
and necnate survival.

e Tracts#1.2,3.456,7,89,10,11,12,13,14,15,16,17,18,19,20, 21,22, 23,24 25,26,
27,28, 29,30, 31, and 32 due to the high likelihood of interfering with migratory bird
reproduction and juvenile survival. This includes millions of birds from hundreds of
different species that migrate seasonally to the Refuge from every continent.

o Tracts#1,2,.3.4,5.6.7,8,9.10,11,12,13,14.15,16,17,18,19,20.21,22,23, 24, 25, 26,
27,28, 29,30, 31, and 32 due to the high likelihood of interfering with wolverine
reproduction, food acquisition, movement, and survival. The Coastal Plain 0il and Gas
Leasing Program Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) fails to include numerous
published studies that robustly demonstrate the negative impacts that leasing activities will
have on wolverines within the Refuge. This omission is has critical implications for both the
ecological dynamics of the Refuge as well as the socio-economic dynamics, since wolverines
are an important subsistence resource for Indigenous Arctic communities (Cardinal 2004),
including within the Arctic National Wildlife Refuge. Although these impacts should be
included in the EIS, they bear directly on the prioritization of leasing tracts and | therefore
outline them here.

Wolverine distribution and occupancy: All tracts that are currently being considered for
leasing likely fall within the territories of resident wolverines, a conclusion based on the
species’ known habitat associations within the nearby National Petroleum Reserve - Alaska
(Poley et al. 2018). Moreover, all tracts except #27, 31, and 29 are reported to be important
subsistence areas for wolverines by the residents of Kaktovik and Nuigsut (EIS Maps 3-46
and 3-57). Therefore, the following impacts, which are not included in the EIS, apply to all
tracts.

Wolverine reproduction: Leasing in all tracts will likely impact wolverine reproduction.
On the Alaskan tundra, female wolverines give birth and rear kits in dens excavated in
snowdrifts between late February and early May (Magoun 1985; Magoun and Copeland




1998), so these energetically-depleted mothers and their altricial young are highly
susceptible to disturbance by seismic exploration and other over-snow activities during this
period. Wolverine population density on Alaskan tundra is estimated to be approximately
20 individuals-1000 km-2 (Magoun 1985). This fact, combined with the dense grid of over-
snow travel planned by seismic vehicles, creates a high potential for denning interference
by oil and gas activity, including the high likelihood that some neonate wolverines will be
crushed by oil and gas vehicies. None of the above studies are cited or referenced in the EIS.

Wolverine movement, dispersal, and foqd isition: Leasing any tract will negatively
impact wolverine movement, habitat selection, and dispersal due to the species’ response to
roads and human activity. Wolverines respond to roads by both increasing their movement
rates and avoiding the area (Scrafford et al. 2018), and dispersing female wolverines are
impeded by roads, thereby reducing gene flow (Sawaya et al. 2019). Additionally,
wolverines on Alaska’s North Slope have been documented hunting caribou during
continuous pursuits of up to 62 km, highlighting the species’ need for intact, unfragmented
landscapes (e.g., by roads; Magoun et al. 2018). Since wolverines in Arctic Alaska rely
heavily on caribou for food (Dalerum et al. 2009; Dorendorf et al. 2018), the multitude of
impacts to caribou, including roads, would negatively impact wolverines as well. None of
the above studies are cited or referenced in the EIS.

Summary: Collectively, these studies highlight the many ways that leasing any tract of
the Arctic National Wildlife Refuge Coastal Plain will negatively impact wolverines, none of
which is considered in the EIS. These considerable impacts to a top carnivore in the Arctic
ecosystem demand formal inclusion in the review process, and highlight the need for a
more scientifically robust evaluation of the ecosystem impacts that this lease sale may have.

Given these considerations, | request that the BLM devote special attention and further analysis
to wolverine impacts in all tracts and that the BLM pot lease any tract due to negative wildlife and
human impacts.

Sincerely,

f/ [l
Tom Glass

3615 Rosie Creek Rd

Fairbanks, Alaska 99709
208-703-4080
tom.glassS@gmail.com

(Continued next page)
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Douglas J. Frugé
2039 Maple Hill Lane
Whitingham, VT 05361-4405

December 15, 2020

Mr Chad B. Padgett, State Director, Alaska
Bureau of Land Management, Alaska State Office
222 West 7th Avenue, Mailstop 13

Anchorage, AK 99513-7504

Dear Mr Padgett:

This letter presents my comments responding to the Call for Nominations and Comments for
the Arctic National Wildlife Refuge (Arctic Refuge) Coastal Plain Alaska Oil and Gas Lease
Sale. 1 am a retired US Fish and Wildlife Service (FWS) employee. During August 1982 to
January 1984 1 served as Oil, Gas and Minerals Coordinator for the National Wildlife Refuge
System in Alaska, playing a major role in finalizing the Environmental Impact Statement (EIS)
for and developing the oil and gas exploration program for the Coasta! Plain that was
conducted in accordance with Section 1002 of the Alaska National Interest Lands Conservation
Act (ANILCA). From January 1984 until June 1987 | served as Deputy Refuge Manager for the
Refuge, and in that role oversaw the refuge’s program for monitoring all aspects of oil and gas
exploration on the refuge’s coastal plain. During the first year of seismic exploration I spent a
considerable portion of the winter on-site interfacing with seismic exploration personnel and
directly supervising the FWS field monitors.

As a general statement, I do not believe an oil and gas exploration or production program
on the Coastal Plain would be in the best interests of the Arctic Refuge, Alaska, our
nation or the world, and I would oppose leasing of any and all tracts being offered. 1
would further support the Coastal Plain being designated wilderness under the Wilderness Act
of 1964 as recommended in the Arctic Refuge Comprehensive Conservation Plan (CCP).

Although an oil and gas leasing program was authorized for the Coastal Plain by the Tax Cuts
and Jobs Act of 2017, Public Law (PL) 115-97 on December 22, 2017, a decision to move
forward with a leasing, exploration or production program must consider and be compatible
with the Arctic Refuge purposes as set forth in Section 303(B)(2) of the ANILCA, as amended,
and modified by Section 20001 of PL 115-97. The Arctic National Wildlife Range was
established in 1960 by Public Land Order 2214 “For the purpose of preserving unique wildlife,
wilderness and recreational values . .. ” In 1980, the ANILCA re-designated the original range
as part of the larger Arctic Refuge, and designated much of the original range as wilderness
under the 1964 Wilderness Act. 1t provided four purposes that guide management of the
refuge: (i) to conserve fish and wildlife populations and habitats in their natural diversity; (ii}
to fulfill the international fish and wildlife treaty obligations of the US; (iii) to provide the
opportunity for continued subsistence uses by local residents; and (iv) to ensure water quality
and necessary water quantity in the refuge. Section 20001 of PL 115-97 Act added a fifth
purpose: (v) to provide for an oil and gas program on the Coastal Plain. I do not believe this
fifth purpose is compatible with the original four.



Some of my concerns are based on what I saw as inadequacies in the Coastal Plain 0il and Gas
Leasing Program EIS. An example of this was the lack of a comprehensive table or summary
of environmental impacts that would result from the three action alternatives in the EIS, given
the many environmental factors that needed to be evaluated in order for reviewers and
decision makers to make sense of the voluminous and extremely complex information
presented in the Leasing EIS documents.

Another example of a concern with the EIS was the Burea of Land Management's (BLM)
interpretation of the 2,000 surface-acre disturbance limit specified by the US Congress in PL
115-97 as only those areas to be covered by production and support facilities. I believe this
interpretation was too restrictive since any and all types of surface disturbance and structures
can potentially affect the environment --- not just those directly associated with oil and gas
production and distribution facilities. In addition, there are potential effects from some types
of structures that may not actually be in direct contact with the ground surface (e.g., elevated
portions of pipelines) and therefare not subject to the 2,000 surface acre limitation. It was
also not clear whether the BLM evaluated the impacts of all disturbances or only those
included in its interpretation of the 2,000 surface acre limitation. If the BLM did not consider
the effects of all potential structures or facilities, the actual levels of environmental impacts
were underestimated.

I think the EIS underestimated Coastal Plain's oil and gas maximum contribution to glabal
greenhouse gases (GHGs). However, even if the estimated contribution of 0.01% is correct, it
would still nevertheless be substantively contributing to GHG concentrations during a time
when we need to be very aggressively reducing all GHGs as soon as possible in order to avoid
the worst effects of climate change by the end of the century.

1 believe there would be cumulative effects on air quality from existing sources of air
pollutants in combination with additional sources resulting from oit and gas development.
Given the very good existing air quality in the coastal plain, | believe that noticeable
cumulative air quaility impacts would occur with an oil and gas production program in the
area.

Effects on the acoustic environment would also be noticeable and significant. There would be
negative mpacts on wildlife and wildlife-associated recreation and perhaps on subsistence
hunting on the Coastal Plain as well as the wider refuge area.

Topography of the program area would be affected in many areas, depending on the extent of
activities, and geomorphological features, such as water bodies and permafrost features would
be re-shaped. Effects of climate change on the permafrost would likely exacerbate these
impacts.

water is one of the most important resources needed for development and production of oil
and gas. Impacts on water would likely include shoreline and surface disturbances resulting
from thawing permafrost, changes to natural drainage patterns, increased height and
velocities of floodwater, increased channel scour and bank erosion, and increased
sedimentation. Changes in water recharge potential and water quality would also result from
water withdrawal and petroleum and chemical spills. Significant reductions in surface water
quantity due to increased demand for water needed for drilling activities would also occur.

[



Water availability on the coastal plain also tends to be significantly lower than in other areas
of the North Slope.

Significant amounts of waste materials associated with drilling and exploration activities
would be generated on the Coastal Plain, including wastewater, produced fluids, drilling
muds, and spills of oil, salt water and hazardous substances, along with various types of solid
waste. All of these materials would require some type of disposal or remediation, both of
which are very problematic in a remote Arctic environment.

Impacts to vegetation would occur from ice road construction and winter tracked vehicle
activities, such as seismic exploration. Impacts would include community structure changes
as well as direct physical damage. Slower growth rates for plants in the Arctic result in more
persistent damage than in more temperate areas. Dry vegetation habitats would generally be
affected more severely than wet habitats. Although some of these impacts would be low
intensity and detectable up to only five years after disturbance, some severe damage can
persist for at least 25 years, and extremely severe damage could result in permanent
vegetation changes in some areas. Proposed 3-D seismic exploration would require quite
concentrated grids only hundreds of feet apart and thus would affect a very high proportion of
the Coastal Plain. Construction of permanent structures would result in permanent loss or
changes to vegetation communities in those areas.

Fish populations and habitats would be most affected by water withdrawal for ice road
construction, water supply, dust suppression and other uses. These activiies would reduce
habitat quantity and quality for overwintering fish as well as reduced accessibility to and/or
quality of summer habitats. Removal or compaction of snow on lakes or stream averwintering
areas would also increase the depth of freezing in those areas, thus also reducing critical
overwintering habitat. There are few lakes in the Coastal Plain, limiting the available
unfrozen water for oil and gas operations. Water withdrawal from the few available lakes
would affect habitats that are already in short supply for some fish species. Fish and other
aquatic species would also be directly affected by construction and operation of gravel roads,
gravel pads, airstrips, pipelines, culverts, bridges, barge landings or docks, and gravel mining.
Dust and gravel spray would increase, increasing turbidity in some water bodies resulting in
long-term decreases in aquatic habitat quality in some areas. Ice roads, snow management,
seismic surveys, maintenance, and bridge piers or piles may alter flow patterns and affect fish
passage. Persistent fish passage obstruction could affect survival and/or growth for some
species. Noise from various aspects of oil and gas development would also increase stress,
injury to or death of some fish. Contaminants in produced water, brine or from chemical or
petroleum spills would be other sources of potential impacts to fish and fish habitats.

Birds and bird habitats on the Coastal Plain would be impacted by winter ice roads and pads,
water withdrawals, gravel mining, gravel pads and roads, dust and gravel spray. Disturbance
and displacement would also occur through construction, ground and air traffic, noise, as well
as human presence and activity. Disturbances of various types can lead to behavioral changes,
interference with resting and feeding activities, increased energetic costs, effects on
reproduction success and displacement from preferred habitats. Activities and structures
such as vehicle and aircraft movements and tall structures, including communication towers
and drill rigs, and chemical, oil or other contaminant spills would result in injury and
mortality. Human food and resulting garbage due to Increased human presence and activities
would result in attraction of predators and scavengers, which would cause altered behavior



patterns and increased mortality for some birds due to predation. In general, activities during
winter would affect fewer species and numbers, while activities during summer would affect
many species in high numbers, possibly leading to population-level impacts for some species.

Terrestrial mammals and their habitats would be affected by a variety of activities. Seismic
exploration, particularly 3-D seismic, would eliminate sub-snow habitat for some small
mammals, reduce forage availability, and disturb denning bears and muskoxen. Gravel and
pipeline construction and drilling operations would result in habitat loss from gravel fill
placement, habitat alterations from drifted snow, gravel spray and dust deposition, early
snowmelt due to dust deposition, displacement of caribou by infrastructure during calving
season, attraction of caribou to roads and gravel pads during fly harassment periods,
disturbance and altered behavior due to noise and activities associated with construction,
drilling and operation. Other impacts would result from alteration of normal movement
patterns and fragmentation of habitat due to roads and pipelines, injury or mortality due to
vehicle strikes, contamination of roadside forage due to dust deposition, and injury or
mortality of small mammals in subterranean burrows and sub-snow habitats. Ice roads and
pads would alter habitats due to drifted snow, delayed ice melt, vegetation compression and
hydrologic alterations. Gravel mines and mining would cause direct habitat loss at mine sites,
habitat alteration from dust, water displacement, hydrologic alteration at mine sites and
displacement from gravel mines due to noise and activity. Of foremost concern regarding
impacts to mammals would be potential adverse effects on the Porcupine Caribou Herd (PCH),
which uses the Coastal Plain as their primary calving grounds. Infrastructure development in
areas of concentrated calving for the PCH could lead to displacement of calving caribou and
decreased calf survival or a decline in caribou body condition, which could lead to population-
level effects.

0Oil and gas drilling would affect several marine mammal species, but impacts on polar bear, a
threatened species under the Endangered Species Act (ESA), are particularly problematic. Oil
and gas activities wouid occur over large areas of the designated terrestrial-denning unit of
critical habitat for polar bears, including all areas within 20 miles of the coast. Gravel
mining, gravel and ice road construction, changes in drainage patterns and off-pad snow
disposal would result in direct loss or alteration of maternal denning habitat. Construction of
ice roads and pads would also result in temporary loss or alteration of polar bear denning
habitat due to disturbance. Other marine mammal species would be afected by dredging or
screeding (substrate leveling) operations at barge landing sites on the coast, altering benthic
foraging habitats for seals in coastal waters. Ice road and barge traffic, dredging or screeding
operations, human activities at camps and other facilities, and oil spill response activities and
drills would disturb and affect behavior of polar bears and seals. Barge and large vessel
traffic would disturb ot displace bowhead whales, seals, and possibly polar bears. Vehicles on
roads could strike polar bears, and vessels moving through water could likewise strike marine
mammals, resulting in injury or mortality. Accidental chemical spills or contamination could
be another source of impacts on marine mammals, Direct human-polar bear interactions
could also result in injury or mortality to humans and likely to bears.

Subsistence harvest by residents of the Village of Kaktovik, located within the Coastal Plain,
would likely be directly impacted. Bowhead whale harvest by Kaktovik and Nuigsut residents
could be indirectly affected, as could harvests of caribou, waterfowl, and fish. Disturbance
from noise, traffic, human activity and oil and gas infrastructure could cause both direct and
indirect impacts on subsistence users by affecting availability of animals to users, both within



and outside the Coastal Plain, which could affect cost or effort required for hunting or fishing.
Subsistence users may also be excluded from or avoid areas affected by oil and gas
development, and some developed areas will likely have firearms restrictions. Population-
level effects on subsistence species due to disturbance and infrastructure are also possible.
While gravel roads may help facilitate access to some subsistence areas, they could also
increase the numbers of hunters from outside the refuge area, thus increasing competition for
subsistence resources and perhaps reducing harvest levels for people In the local communities
or create direct conflicts among hunters. Contaminant spills could reduce availability of some
resources through population effects or result in reduced use or avoidance of some resources
due to contamination concerns.

The most prominent subsistence concern with oil and gas exploration on the Coastal Plain
involves potential effects on harvest of caribou from the PCH. The Gwich'in Athabascan
people refer to themselves as the caribou people since caribou are their most important food
source. Harvests of caribou from either or both the PCH and Central Arctic Herd (CAH) by
Gwich'in people in the communities of Arctic Village, Venetie, and several communities in
Canada (Old Crow, Aklavik, and Fort McPherson), would likely be indirectly affected by
development on the Coastal Plain. Approximately 85% of harvest on the PCH occurs in
Canada. The primary calving areas for the PCH are on the Coastal Plain, and for that reason
the area is considered sacred ground by the Gwich'in people. If development causes
significant disruptions in PCH calving, post-calving or foraging activities, the herd could
experience declining calf survival, leading to population declines or changes in migration or
other movement patterns, leading to reduced harvest by the Gwich'in. Residents of Kaktovik
would likely be similarly affected since their reliance on caribou for subsistence is also quite
high, although due to their coastal, north slope location Kaktovik residents have more diverse
options for subsistence resources.

Impacts on recreational use would vary widely by season, recreation type and location.
impacts on recreation would be highest in summer and fall when most recreation uses occur
and spatially highest along river corridors and the coast. Diminished quality of night sky
conditions would result from artificial lighting during winter, early spring, late summer and
fall. Increased noise from various sources, including greater amounts of aircraft traffic
would similarly affect visitor experiences. Pipelines, roads, material sites, drill and well pads
and other infrastructure would physically prevent access to some areas for recreation. Grid
lines from winter seismic exploration are easily visible from the air during summer for years
following the work. Although these are less visible from the ground, they can still be seen in
some areas depending on topography and would diminish visitor experiences of the area. If
oil and gas operations change wildlife population levels, behavior or migration routes, wildlife
viewing opportunities would be affected.

The vast majority of the Coastal Plain's recreational users expect an experience involving
minimal human disturbance, infrastructure or interaction with other visitors or human
activity. Because of this, even minimal changes to the Coastal Plain's environment would have
significant impacts on visitor experiences. The Arctic Refuge and Coastal Plain are globally
recognized as offering unique opportunitics for primitive or wilderness recreation, such as
expedition-type float trips, fishing, hunting and viewing Arctic wildiife. The visual aspects of
the physical setting are considered important by visitors, with undisturbed landscapes being
key to high-quality experiences. Even with protective measures in place, any additional light,
noise, surface disturbance and infrastructure development would modify the existing



character of the landscape and diminish the quality of recreational experiences. Abandonment
of structures and restoration would not return wilderness characteristics to the area and
allow the area to revert back to a primitive recreational setting in the long term. Complete
restoration would likely not occur within the lifetime of anyone alive at the time abandonment
and restoration occurrs, and the landscape will likely not ever return to their exact state prior
to disturbance. That proper abandonment and restoration efforts would even occur at all
throughout the Coastal Plain is not tlikely given the history of abandonment and restoration of
many similar developments in other parts of the United States.

Finally, the vast majority of the Coastal Plain has the qualities and characteristics of
wilderness as drescribed in The Wilderness Act, and it is widely recognized as being de facto
wilderness. Roads and trails, motorized vehicles, facilities and infrastructure and other
actions that cause surface disturbance would all affect and diminish the Coastal Plain's
wilderness character. Although the purposes included in the ANILCA, that legislatively
authorized the Arctic Refuge, do not include wilderness, the public land order that established
the original Arctic National Wildlife Range included preserving the area's wilderness
character as one of its purposes. Indeed, the almost decade-long campaign to establish the
original Arctic National wildlife Range had the ideal of wilderness at its core. Establishment
of the wildlife range was a major event that probably helped catapult the successful passage of
the Wilderness Act of 1964 four years later, and for many across the world the Arctic Refuge
has become a symbol of wilderness. Wilderness was integral to what eventually became the
Arctic Refuge under ANILCA, even if not explicitly acknowledged in the refuge's four original
purposes.

I appreciate your considerating my views on the Call for Nominations for the pending oil and
gas lease sale for the Coastal Plain.

Sincerely,

v LN
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/

Douglas J Frugé



Yukon Conservation Society %%%% % INC 1968

302 Hawkins St. % Whitehorse, Yukon Y Y1A 1X6 € (867)668-5678 < info yukonconservation.org

December 2™, 2020

To: State Director, Bureau of Land Management
Alaska State Office
222 West 7th Avenue, Mailstop #13
Anchorage, Alaska 99513-7504

Re: Call for Nominations and Comments for the Coastal Plain Alaska Oil and Gas
Lease Sale
Subject: Yukon Conservation Society Comments

The Yukon Conservation Society is a grassrools environmental non-profit organization,
established in 1968. Our mission is to pursue ecosystem well-being throughout the Yukon and
beyond, recognizing that human well-being is ultimately dependent upon fully functioning
healthy ecosystems. We pursue this mission through a broad program of conservation education
and analysis, including input into public policy and regulatory processes.

The Porcupine Caribou Herd (PCH) ranges between Alaska (in the United States of America)
and the Yukon Territory (in Canada). It is the sole remaining healthy migratory caribou herd in
North America (https://www.canada,ca’en/environment-climate-change services/species-risk-
public-registry/cosewic-assessments-status-reports/caribou-barren-ground-population-
2016.html).

The Yukon Conservation Society has a long history of advocating for the continued health of the
Porcupine Caribou Herd. Actions have included a successful defence of the wintering grounds of
the Porcupine Caribou Herd in the Yukon Territory against proposed oil and gas development.
This success, which has had a significant benefit to Alaskan harvesters, cannot be sustained
without protecting the critical calving grounds in the 1002 lands of the Arctic National Wildlife
Refuge (the coastal plain area currently being considered for the oil and gas leases) and by
respecting the International Porcupine Caribou Herd Agreement that calls upon the parties to
consult with each other should any activity be contemplated that might affect the Porcupine
Caribou Herd (http://extwprlegs|.fao.org/docs/pdf/bi-145059.pdf Chapter 3, Section D).

The Porcupine Caribou Herd is critically important to the nutritional health and cultural survival
of the Gwich’in people in Yukon and Alaska. The ecological and cultural consequences of
jeopardizing the Porcupine Caribou Herd are thus so dire that it would, in the opinion of the
Yukon Conservation Society, be prudent if the Bureau reversed its decision to allow
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302 Hawkins St. % Whitehorse, Yukon ® Y1A 1X6 '€ (867)668-5678 < infoi yukonconservation.org

development in the 1002 lands of the Arctic National Wildlife Refuge (the coastal plain area
currently being considered for the oil and gas leases).

YCS respectfully requests that the Bureau of Land Management, U.S. Department of the
Interior halt any and all lease sales in the Arctic National Wildlife Refuge’s coastal plain,

Sincerely,

o

Coral Voss, BA, MDip, MES
Executive Director, Yukon Conservation Society

302 Hawkins Street, Whitehorse, Yukon, Canada YA 1X6
Ph: 867-668-5678 (Ext. 3)
E: ed(@ yukonconservation.org

ec:
Secretary David Bernhardt (US DOI) feedback(aios.doi.gov

The Hon. Justin Trudeau, Prime Minister of Canada, Justin. Trudeau(a parl.gc.ca

The Hon. Frangois-Philippe Champagne. Minister of Foreign Affairs Canada, Francois-
Philippe.Champagne@parl.ge.ca

The Hon. Jonathan Wilkinson, Minister of Environment and Climate Change Canada,
Jonathan. Wilkinson(w parl.gc.ca

The Hon. Sandy Silver, Premier of Yukon, Sandy.Silver@gov.vk.ca

The Hon. Pauline Frost, Minister of Yukon Environment Pauline.Frostw gov.yk ca
Chief Dana Tizya-Tramm, Vuntut Gwitchin First Nation DTizyaTrammiw vefn.net
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Chad B. Padgett

State Director

Bureau of Land Management
Alaska State Office

222 West 7th Avenue, Mailstop 13
Anchorage, AK 99513-7504

12/16/2020

Subject: Comment on Coastal Plain Alaska Oil and Gas Lease Sale (re: Federal Register
Document No. 2020-25316)

Dear Director Padgett,

| am writing to oppose oil and gas leasing in all units in the 1002 area of the Arctic National
Wildlife Refuge. The best available science clearly shows that leasing in any of the available
units will cause irreparable harm to the Porcupine caribou herd, migratory birds, fish and other
wildlife that rely upon this landscape. This harm is clearly at odds with the legislation that
established the Arctic National Wildlife Refuge which states that one of its specific purposes is
the preservation of “water quality and necessary waler quantity within the refuge” to conserve
fish, wildlife and habitats. Furthermore, oil extraction in the Arctic National Wildlife Refuge will
exacerbate ongoing climate change, which is threatening the well-being of humans and natural
systems in the Alaska and worldwide. | have provided a list of detailed concerns for all units in
an appendix. These strong, scientifically grounded concerns are more than enough to show that
oil and gas leasing and extraction should not occur in the 1002 area of the Arctic National
Wildlife Refuge in any of the proposed units.

These negative environmental consequences are also inherently threats to the rights of
Indigenous peoples who have made this place home for thousands of years. I am extremely
concerned about the human rights implications of development in any of the proposed leasing
areas. It is clear that the EIS process for leasing was rushed and did not listen to the concerns
expressed by the Indigenous peoples of Arctic Alaska and Canada who are faced with an
existential threat to their subsistence rights. The Gwich’in peoples of Alaska and Canada call the
coastal plain “lizhik Gwats’an Gwandaii Goodlit” or “The Sacred Place Where Life Begins.”
This landscape has been the source of spiritual life and sustenance for these communities for
thousands of years. Development in the coastal area will desecrate this relationship and
threaten the food security of remote communities that depend on subsistence resources like
the Porcupine caribou herd to feed their families. The immense threat to human rights posed
by this proposed lease sale is shown by a filing made by affected communities to the Inter-
American Commission on Human Rights (IACHR). We cannot allow a lease sale that threatens
the human rights of Indigenous peoples to continue.

In sum, the selection of the most aggressive leasing plan (B) under the EIS process shows that
the EIS process did not adequately consider the severe environmental and societal implications
of any development within the 1002 Area of the Arctic National Wildlife Refuge. The decision
of the Trump administration to schedule a leasing date for the Arctic National Wildlife Refuge



(January 6™, 2021) before federal officials have had the opportunity to review public comments
on the selection of leasing units is only further indication that the administration is not using a
fair public process to make leasing decisions. | write today to oppose leasing in all of the units
and refer you to specific technical concerns for specific lease units on the subsequent page.

Respectfully,

Helen Chmura

3615 Rosie Creek Rd
Fairbanks, Alaska 99709
315-759-1383

hechmura@gmail.com

SEE APPENDIX OF UNIT SPECIFIC CONCERNS ON NEXT PAGE


mailto:hechmura@gmail.com

Concerns affecting all units:

All tracts should be excluded from oil leasing because of potential negative impacts to denning
polar bears and critical polar bear habitat (Map 3-37). These inland denning sites will only
become more important for polar bears with the continued loss of sea ice from climate change.

All tracts should be excluded from oil leasing because of potential negative impacts to migratory
birds which rely upon the coastal plains for reproduction and moit. | particularly draw the

attention of BLM to the yellow-billed loon. While the Map 3-25 indicates that yellow-billed
loons are present in barrier islands and may be particularly threatened by oil development there,
yellow-billed loons are known to occur and breed on in lakes and rivers in tundra across the
North Slope of Alaska. Negative impacts to yellow-billed loons, which are a sensitive species,
could occur in any one of the proposed leasing areas.

All tracts should be excluded from oil leasing because of potential negative impacts to water
quantity and quality. An original purpose of the Arctic National Wildlife Refuge as established
in ANILCA is to ensure “water quality and necessary water quantity within the refuge” to
conserve fish, wildlife and habitats. The present EIS does an insufficient analysis of this risk.

All tracts should be excluded from leasing due to the high likelihood of that drilling activity will
interfere with wolverine reproduction, food acquisition, movement, and survival. The Coastal
Plain Oil and Gas Leasing Program Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) fails to include
numerous published studies that robustly demonstrate the negative impacts that leasing activities
will have on wolverines within the Refuge. This omission has critical implications for both the
ecological dynamics of the Refuge as well as the regions’ socio-economic dynamics, since
wolverines are an important subsistence resource for Indigenous Arctic communities, including
within the Arctic National Wildlife Refuge. Although these impacts should be included in the
EIS, they bear directly on the prioritization of leasing tracts. Based on the best available science,
none of these tracts should be leased.

Concerns affecting a subset of units:

Tracts 1.2.3.4,5.7.9.8. 10, 12. 13, 14. 18. 20. 21, 22. 23. and 24 should be excluded from oil
ieasing because they are critical calving and post-calving habitat for the Porcupine caribou herd
(Maps 3-35 and 3-29).

Tracts 27, 7. 31, 29, and 32 should be excluded from oil leasing to preserve critical fish habitat.
According to FEIS Map 3-19, these tracts include essential habitat for Arctic Cod.

Tracts4.5.7. 11, 12, 18, 19. 20, 21, and 28 should not be considered for oil leasing because they
provide important habitat for Snow Geese (Map 3-26). As noted in the EIS, the entire western
population of snow geese relies upon habitat in the Alaskan and Canadian coastal plain as these
birds assemble for migration and as many as 50% of these birds may occur in the Alaska in a
given year.




Bureau of Land Management Alaska
Coastal Plain
Qil and Gas Lease Sale
Nomination and Comment Worksheet

Name: lessa Stadeli

Company:

Address:

Phone Number:

Email: tessa.stadeli@gmail.com

Tract Number

Comments
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Mail to:

State Director, Bureau of Land Management Alaska State Office
222 W. 7" Ave. #13 Anchorage, Alaska 99513-7504

For more information or assistance with submitting a nomination or comment. please contact
Energy & Minerals Branch Chief Wayne Svejnoha, at 907-271-4407.

Tract 2 should be excluded from oil leasing, as it holds critical calving and
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Name: 1essa Stadeli

Bureau of Land Management Alaska
Coastal Plain
0Qil and Gas Lease Sale
Nomination and Comment Worksheet

Company:

Address:

Phone Number;

Email: lessa.stadeli@gmail.com

Tract Number

Comments
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Mail to:

State Director, Bureau of Land Management Alaska State Office

222 W. 7" Ave, #13 Anchorage. Alaska 99513-7504

For more information or assistance with submitting a nomination or comment, please contact
Energy & Minerals Branch Chief Wayne Svejnoha, at 907-271-4407.



mailto:tessa.stadeli@gmail.com

Bureau of Land Management Alaska
Coastal Plain
Oil and Gas Lease Sale
Nomination and Comment Worksheet

Name: Jessa Stadeli

Company:

Address:

Phone Number:

Email: tessa.stadeli@gmail.com

Tract Number

Comments

This tract should be sxcludad Wom od leasing as the cosstal plan provides criticel hatktat for denning
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This tract should be excluded from oil leasing, as it holds critical calving a
post-calving habitat for the Porcupine caribou herd

|
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Mail to:

State Director, Bureau of Land Management Alaska State Office
222 W. 7" Ave, #13 Anchorage, Alaska 99513-7504

For more information or assistance with submitting a nomination or comment, please contact
Energy & Minerals Branch Chief Wayne Svejnoha, at 907-271-4407.
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™ Bureau of Land Management Alaska
Coastal Plain
Oil and Gas Lease Sale
Nomination and Comment Worksheet

Name: Tessa Stadeli

Company:

Address:

Phone Number:

Email: tessa.stadeli@gmail.com

Tract Number Comments
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This tract should be excluded from oil leasing, as it holds critical catving a
post-calving habitat for the Porcupine caribou herd
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Mail to:
State Director, Bureau of Land Management Alaska State Office
222 W. 7™ Ave, #13 Anchorage, Alaska 99513-7504

For more information or assistance with submitting a nomination or comment, please contact
Energy & Minerals Branch Chief Wayne Svejnoha. at 907-271-4407.
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Bureau of Land Management Alaska
Coastal Plain
Oil and Gas Lease Sale
Nomination and Comment Worksheet

Name: 1essa Stadeli

Company:

Address:

Phone Number:

Email: tessa.stadeli@gmail.com

Tract Number

Comments
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posl-cahving habitat lor tha Porcupina caibow heid

This rmct should be excluded kom od leasing, as the coastsl plain i1 hlbnl-l fot midaons of brds
whith come from svery continant, including off e coast of Antarci

o breed, ‘m.?u. and moll. BLM 1s disregarcng empacts (o birds by olmmg o lensen o

the Arcuic Rel

Aied borm odlesscd. 88 an orgral pirmoes ofhe Mctc Nassnel Wdie Pafige

Dwaied Qualy & bt GuBnIy wikthun Ih !
mm The BLM od Ag new ansly b of how rMath e

These shaud be 4
- uhnn & C
12 coniarve beh, wikdhie § Wt 1 dcTusly
Besdatee on the Cosup) 7w cossls plan LIS 9 e lor s G00e 80 MAUACHR 90 OF BN Eg
pemran

Thes Uac Arould e S1Chaied Bom
from e poaty willehs ThG lpdaraly

mascts e hrcac
PIDabas of e Arctic Rakige 48 estabhaned in AHILGA

huq 35 28 Bacts {ovas D% 0 T COBSLB PR 418 vl
o WiarTa 4 porisgn of O rifge The re; waual
9 0 pnal wdeTEIn AN reSIaEOnN

10

Tiog 1ract LhOWD B 4 rchuoad om od MALNG B8 TN CO B DU PrOvions CRLCE] nabLsl iof dennng

polas basr lnmz-mmnm-n-mmnm.n- wa-mmmonummnnw
E4coms Fxre M Aocoigen 18 Map 337 851 wOuld Rave
-v-auunn-quwm & Al pola’ Baat Creg i Pabdal innl hary

10

This tract should be excluded from oil leasing, as it holds critical calving ai
post-calving habitat for the Porcupine caribou herd
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Mail to:

State Director, Bureau of Land Management Alaska State Office
222 W. 7" Ave, #13 Anchorage, Alaska 99513-7504

For more information or assistance with submitting a nomination or comment, please contact
Energy & Minerals Branch Chief Wayne Svejnoha, at 907-271-4407.
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Bureau of Land Management Alaska

Coastal Plain
g Oil and Gas Lease Sale

3 Nomination and Comment Worksheet

Name: |essa Stadeli

Company:

Address:

Phone Number:

Email: tessa.stadeli@gmail.com

Tract Number Comments

This vle! should ba ercluded kom ol leasing, a4 the coastal plain provides oritical habitat fos danning

r.: bears. As st 8 ice recedes due to warmng lemperstures, land dennng kdes in the Archc Refuge
increaninply importanl. According 1o Map 3-37, leasng s tinci would have unaccepiable

1 1 impacts on denning polat bears and polar basr cilical habilst

This wact should be excluded rom ol leasng, as it holds crrical calving and
pol-calving habitat or the Percupine carbou hard

1
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This tract should be excluded from oil leasing, as it holds cntical calving a
past-calving habital for the Porcupine caribou herd
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Mail to:
State Director, Bureau of Land Management Alaska State Office
222 W. 7™ Ave, #13 Anchorage, Alaska 99513-7504

For more information or assistance with submitting a nomination or comment, please contact
Energy & Minerals Branch Chief Wayne Svejnoha, at 907-271-4407.
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Bureau of Land Management Alaska
Coastal Plain
Oil and Gas Lease Sale
Nomination and Comment Worksheet

Name: Tessa Stadeli

Company:

Address:

Phone Number:

Email: tessa.stadeli@gmail.com

Tract Number

Comments

13

This tract should be excluded from ol leasng. as the cosstal plain provides critical habitat for dannang
0lar bedrs. A4 hed ice recedes due 10 warming lemperatures, land denning sites » e Asctic Reluge
ecome incressingly imporiant. According to Map 3-37 leasng this irsct would have unacceptabie

Impacts on denning polal bears and polar bear crticl habital

13

This ract should be exchuded rom ol leasing. as it holds entical calving and
post-cahving habitat for the Poicuping estibou herd

13

This itact should be eaciuded bom o lesang. a8 the cosslal plan s habdst ior milions of byds
wiich come hom svary conunend. including of tha coast of Antarctica

o hlz:d. 1%: .and moit BLM » ditegardng unpacts to buds by planmag ol leases n

the Arctic

13

Ths Eact shouid be vichoed kom of Masng 3¢ 50 0gNal pUpors of e Arcic Nl-‘lm IIMI

a1 peistsared 1 ANILCA % 10 6Niurs "Wk QUENTY B RECHSAIY walE! QUaMLEy witen the FaRuge’

10 £onRaTve b, widily ded RADEATY Tnll.llulummq«-dn-mnm umn
avatable on lhe Constel Plaw 0 ihe 100 % snairng
Impact b Thal walsr Guansey

bt b=t ey

13

Thvh Uact vl e s1ched kom of asng. uurubmumnlmmnummm
fram regn pewnts watun [hg leaeialy i VORI 84 0orion of O rehuge T Mg siag vausl
g acty S0 WK e b4 10 00 won o et e !'Mc n-ul- e onpnal pitirasy and -ur-w
Durpotes of P gl Refiu 48 malabbanad in ANIL

14

Tres ¥ 81 $70UAT B 01 CA080 % Om 0 SE5NY 58 T O LS DL 9 Bvedt CIOCH NADILS K¢

nnu«n AL 600 B FRtEdEE Qug 1S wiThng lempa(Elures. “mmnﬂﬁm“ﬂm
srpaciant Actovdeg 10 L 337 madng e Uact woul Revs UNICCIPITS

mmuompurmuar- POLT Re4¢ STECAI RaOR it hetd

14

This tract should be excluded from oil leasing, as it holds critical calving a
post-calving habital for the Porcupine caribou herd

Wd

14

Tras Uact srouid b4 o rchued rom od masng lllllnmluhl\lmh‘mhm‘u;.‘lnlﬂ
Mmmmﬁm vy ofl T cosul ol Aarcica.

Qub:: . ang mol lﬂnwmmmnmn‘-mnnnln
e Axic Retuge

14

Thea wact shoukd be 4schudad #om i Basng umﬁwmuﬂwuauwml-w
»mmnmum- 1 Bhbuin "yt Qualy -u-rvnl- duanidy weifa the refuge”
mu\mmmmn Tha BLM ¢ re new a8 ol Fow mecn waler & scusly
Svadabia on O Cosial Plan i the cosslsl plen 1S and Mhevelon Saas 0 Inufcsnt 103 of analyTmg
bire- Tkt

o

14

Tha bact sroud be achaed Kom od ang. 30 ¢ wacts (ovit P9 of Ing eanulal gan] are vedie

M Pl BOI within Iy Rede! BTy Wiidarriia porton of the mefugs The negsirs yeual
#TpacTs on Wkiemesa 1ecresion n e lm"nnmmn 2 reciaaton
purDoses of e Aix Aeluge a6

Mail to:

Stale Director, Bureau of Land Management Alaska State Office
222 W. 7™ Ave, #13 Anchorage, Alaska 99513-7504

For more information or assistance with submitting a nomination or comment, please contact
Energy & Minerals Branch Chief Wayne Svejnoha, at 907-271-4407.
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T Nomination and Comment Worksheet

Name: 1€ssa Stadeli

Company:

Address:

Phone Number:

Email: tessa.stadeli@gmail.com

Tract Number Comments

This tact should be excluded kom oll leasing, as the coastsl plain provides critiesl habitat for denning
olar hears. A3 sed ice recedes dus 10 warmng temperatures. land denning siles in the Arctc Refuge
come nc e imparnani. Accordng to Map 3-37. leasing thus lract would Bave unscceplable
1 5 Impacis on denning polat baars and polar baar cridcal habltat

This tract shoukd be ercluded from od leasing. ms 1 holds cntical calvg and
post-calving habital lor the Porcupine canbou herd

15

This tact should be eacluded from o leasing. a3 he coastal plan m habual lof milions of beds
which come from avety continent, including off the coasl of Anlaretica
1 5 ta bl;:d Ieﬂu snd moli. BUM s dimregarcing smpacts (o buds by pllunmu ol lonses

the Asctic Ref

Thes wact srouid oe m.-nsnﬁ-u ey, unnwullu'pnu'l Arcta Nonanal Wadile Rehuge

48 ealabheled 1 ANLCA & LANY AP MCBidary wil -mumn e el

1o tontdrve feh lunamnau !n ituﬂnn-tui::  actualy

avadabie on e Caasial Plam it tha cosstsl plasn E1S and thace --mmmphdumiuq
qubraty

15 i b e

Trea treah shouAd be @+ Chuded hom od isssng. uﬂllmllmlmdhm plan) arm

o Fag poueh withen T Wdu1a by Wu porton ol e rehge Ylnnnwmmu

Irpacts D WSS metE 1ecrealEn i ine mhmlmuon racreaon
15 Puposes of the &u:nn.unu-uu-mam

Thet 7251 MOul De @ 1chaied Nom 54 U COBSLM Plasn Providd s CIXcal NagdM for cenneng

polir biden Ay dad mmunmnm-.znm ature s, lird Gening s o the Artix Rehege
mmnm"m 337 tmasing s bract would have unaccepabie
16 O QMg POl u-nv-nulmlmulmlnlblun

This tract should be excluded from il leasing, as it holds critical calving ar
post-calving habitat for the Porcupine caribou herd

16

Troh Uach sk D @i Chabedl Wom o Bakng . 4 I COMSM Dlben % Pabdsl ier mellong of benle.
whch cirva from evey contnard, nchue) Ol the coanl of Ardarcica,
nr‘.mm BLM 8 08 0 0ng KTOSITS IS BYE By Planrnyg o imdBes o

1 6 hm-: Ryl

Tiva bract should ba &1 chuded from Dd imasng. 34 n onginai purpcss of the Arcixc Nalonss Viiksris Ruhgs
B PELADNNSD $1 AHILCA o [ @rviuste  walT Qusily SN AECeoRa’y wiled Quirety willeh (e rahuge ™
40 Consavd R weirkly Brek habdals The BLIA i no new anatyss of how much wirter m Batul by
--umnnw»mnnhmumuswnw 8 G0ky AN FaUicnt B of anatyzing

16 1 TRl watit quanily
et

Tres bact Sould B §100084 am of Wasng. s 31 WACK (over BON of D cosats] plien) a8 viid
#om oy withw! (h inder by Wikdarmaes portion of 0 hgs The regetva wiual

rec: m&lmq.mwu- angeal wigemass Ang recesabion
16 P gt Rebups ANILCA

Mail to:
State Director, Bureau of Land Management Alaska State Office
222 W. 7" Ave, #13 Anchorage, Alaska 99513-7504

For more information or assistance with submitting a nomination or comment, please contact
Energy & Minerals Branch Chief Wayne Svejnoha, at 907-271-4407.
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e s Nomination and Comment Worksheet

Name: 1essa Stadeli

Company:

Address:

Phone Number:

Email: tessa.stadeli@gmail.com

Tract Number Comments

This tact should be axcluded kam oll leasing. a8 e cosstal plain provides critical habiiat bor denning
olar bears As s ick recedes due lo warming temperaliees. land deanng sites in the Arctic Refuge

ecome naeasngly mporant According to Map 1.7 lassng thes trac! would kave unacceplable
1 7 Impacis on dennitg paiar bears and polar basr crincal hataal

Thes tiact should be excluded hom ol leasng. as it holds criticai calvng and
post-calving hatxat for the Porcupe casbou herd

17

This raci shoukd be srcluded kom ol leasng, me the constal plain is habial lor milions of birds
which cama fram avery continent, including off the coast of Antaretica
1 7 to brzd lu';.l and molt, BLM is disregarding snpacts o buds by plmmnq ol lemses N
tha Ascoe Re!

Ine 1acl shiad e oschumed Vo 84 wasng 2 41 orgnal furpose ol e Aicic Hmonal Widile Evtuge
58 8LbReNEE 1 ANILCA 8 10 oress® “wales Duudsly 471 NCELASTY WalE uanily wittun he ivhage”
b combatve Wh widide snd Rabiais Tra BLM ot a3 Raw anatyint 6f how mach wale! & Sctusly

Bra+amsa on e Caastes Plan = tha cossial plam EIS and (nerekrs 0oss 87 reuficers 8 of anaring

17 PHEACE 10 Il Wi Qud bty
pe it hare

vr-numunmu- nIqu‘ 54 10 BBCE (0ve1 D% 04 thy cossial plasn) are vy
mﬂunnn-nmmm wu-nc muunm?u lr-lml
FTOacts on Vkismess recresinn n he ougaie e ongnal widrimess and recres)
17 mdum!n«umwnm A

Tros st $N0uR e ¢4 hadud i o4 laeg. 56 T GHIGLHI Dlast 39 Svaiee Tl REBAM 0
poldibasn As sen o ricodes s 10 wNrng WiTparaads. land darrarg e pIhe Arcte a.nq.

Dirviangh FaTert A to leg I, easing e Bcl s Tdnd unACCeABD
18 e asis N Oenreng Goias edrd $00 pOlar b B! US| HADAS! lert Pbee

This tract should be excluded from ol leasing. as it holds cntical calving a
post-calving habitat for the Porcupine caribou herd

18

TMIImMNIlM'mﬂM 2% Uhy CoAMLA1 gl o habdat R Meliang of berds.

which come Fom gvery cominen nchading off the CoOMM of Antsr
nmqt:”wucnﬂ Rnnmnmwuﬁumnmmw-
18 e Argi R
Theg mact

o B m ot A
2% aaiabbiied i) ANILCA m ln ersbure “wiler Quasty ard fetesaay mlmnnmm -m
0 cormanva San. widide and habdals Tunwwmm-m s much water 16
Sraisdie on D Coaelal Pam n g coasisl pan IS pna ther mm-wk-dmdmunq

18 Pt

T 10ct armuid B 81 cheodd om od lnserg nﬂ‘tmu-v'h r- are vau
hom hegh powty wermn the leowraly ln-mu nes porton of lhu-g-lu u.lr
FIRaETE (N Wikberrubbd f ek rg ol 3 T mu:-enlln-onmlm-m Al rrrg e
18 purposas of I Arcis Helge as sslablahed in AN

Mail to:
State Director, Bureau of Land Management Alaska State Office
222 W. 7" Ave, #13 Anchorage, Alaska 99513-7504

For more information or assistance with submitting a nomination or comment, please contact
Energy & Minerals Branch Chiel Wayne Svejnoha. at 907-271-4407.
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Bureau of Land Management Alaska
Coastal Plain
Oil and Gas Lease Sale
Nomination and Comment Worksheet

Name: Tessa Stadeli

Company:

Address:

Phone Number:

Email: tessa.stadeli@gmail.com

Tract Number

Comments

19

This iaci shoukd be exciudad kom ofl isasing. as ha coastal plan provides enical habaat for denning
g:lnr boars. As ses ice recedes Gue to warmwng temperaluses. land dennng siles in the Arctic Refuge
come ncreasngly important. Sscording to Map 3-37. leasmp tus iract would have unacceptable

Icpacts on denning polst besrs and polar bear chitical habitat

19

This tract shoutd ba excluded kom od leasing, as it hakis crivcal calving snd
posi-caiving habital fo! the Porcuping caribou herd

19

This st shoulkd be axcluded from ol leasng. as the coasial plan iv habitat fos endlions of bdy
which come from every conbingnl. incudng off the coast of Anlarcica

Lo breed. forage 8nd moll BLM s thisregardig smpacts to biras by planming od leases n

the Asciic Reluge

19

Tren Bnct 4nous0 s #e cl.--l'ru!ulnun‘ nlnqamuummlmmhw
\w

9 welabbiied m ANLCA 1 o snsurs “walar quatiy o/ nmmrwmmh
o cormerve tah mm-mmm Tros BLM O 10 e Sevady 18 0f e TLEH webbt 19 ATl
i £15 and Pl unun-mndpndm:m
Imoact 1o Inal waler Quanety
P4 i by

19

Thes raci sroukd ba enchuded bom od leasng ucnudnwnimu o cosalsl plan o wabis
rom rg™ Bosnts withan T Medkr By ol VVRGST 8 POrton Of Tw refugs THe nagstve vaapd
Ireacis On Veadsmers 1e¢ e abon 1 B lmmhmmlmmommum
Purpcees of e Acic Rakige 48 sucsteaned m ANILCA

20

1‘"!!““““”".‘“‘ A4 NG CO MM (o DIOvIied SMCAT NADAM dor
nlulnm 14 B4 4 FRCHIN Sust 1w mvlummno nd denrang uu Mr- &«.1: Reluge

onportant Accordng 3-37
nua-u\uruu potar basn nmumuuemulrulum & nare

20

This tract should be excluded from oil leasing, as it holds critical calving angd
posl-calving habitat for the Porcupine caribou herd

20

lr-o-munn:n mtwunw 22 1hw Sosulsl Bt habast for relons of beas
which Come from vy Conunent, T Coast of Artarcics
lglnl .:%unm Bium am-;nqmmnhsnmmumnn

20

The rac should be. 5 a0 ong of e Aremec Ratuge
28 ABUMNEE N1 ARLCA # 19 e 'hqlo Mwmvm—m“ﬂnmnvm
o Grsanvd fen. widly 30d Rablats Tha BLM dad ro rew of e rach st 1 Schasly

ha Casslal Punm plam EIS ang (nereiory coes an meuficaent b of snatying
UMEAC 15 A wals: Qusnity
L Lol o]

20

Tres ITACE 67l 04 #5080 DM OF A4 26 53 L ACIH (Ovar 9IS 6f Ty COaeind piasn) A1y vy
gy Boui s walten [Pl Sy Viidorneas parion of the reluge The megaive vaus
et Bl widePrds 870 FuCrBEi

»
Bupeias of the Arcle Rekge 4% sslbbiiled s ANILCA

Mail 10:

State Director, Bureau of Land Management Alaska State Office
222 W. 7" Ave, #13 Anchorage, Alaska 99513-7504

For more information or assistance with submitting a nomination or comment, please contact
Energy & Minerals Branch Chief Wayne Svejnoha, at 907-271-4407.
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en 1 Nomination and Comment Worksheet

Name: |essa Stadeli

Company:

Address:

Phone Number:

Email: essa.stadeli@gmail.com

Tract Number Comments

This tract should bae svchaded Wom ol leating, s the cosstal plsin provides critical habhtat lor denming
olar bears. As ses ica recedes due to warmeng lemperalwes, land dennmg sles i the Asctic Reluge
come mumw imporiani Aa;udm; 1o Map 3-37, lessmng this iract would have unacceplable
2 1 impacis on denning polar bears and polar bear entical habital

This trac! should be excluded fom od lemsing. as it holds cubcal catving and
pott-calving hatital for the Paituping cardou heid

21

This tract shoukd be exciuded kom ol feasng. as the coastsl plain i hatxial for miBions of birds.

which come from every continent, including off the coast of Antarctics,
ta breed, fora) lnd moit. BLM s crsragardng wnpacts to birds by planning od leases in
2 1 the Arcbe Rel m

Thee bact ncuis be 91 thaed rom of 8 3eng nmmmﬂtmm:mmw
¥ riiabhahed * ANILCA @ (9 eriurd “wite! gual Quidtity adhen

o comatve fah midely 400 habists h-auuau-u uurmmnul-rnuﬂ-n

Avatatie on Me Cosutal Pyw o e cossls plen €13 and rw: "Lnnulmumnmpndm;q

21 gt 10 Il waber quandly
4 b har
Tret 01 BP0 B R35ha00d RO B4 WS B8 B ITACIS (evar B OF trg cBAAIS! pan] by eddlg
hom Pegh posts watwi ihd Woetsly dow Wikbermens porizn of the refuge The nageiee yusl
TS 0N WAkl s tBcraInn i ne Ioﬂ.‘cmglll 0 DGR Sl STTRHD 470 FECISSIN
21 Pubetat of fha AMIC Rakage as sezibinred M

Trea pact should De wschared Fom od lnaung, 4 T COMIE BLIR DroIONS CMICa! Nabaat for opnnang
nohnul-l Aun:l 10 warmeng Ld n-nm

337, [0
22 m»lmnlu T4's 400 poLes Dast CPOCA| Footal vt are

This tract should be excluded from oll leasing, as it holds critical calving a
22 post-calving habitat for the Porcupine caribou herd

i

i

btk should 2 Ihe
mﬁmmtm‘ nehng U'Il.ull&ﬂ-lrlyut.l
#ed loeage. ara el llll-wtht'mmn 98 by plannang od Wetes

Thet 118¢1 shoud by Eachuded Mom o lmang. 88 81 ongwal purpeie of the Arcie Mmhn‘\nl
nn-hmunlml.unwmﬁ'uurlurrlmmnun—mumnn-mn reluge”

i

& Goreenve Aah, widbly s B o Pow M) waint & dctublly
avadabie on e Cosalal Plan n e an muficant g2 of snakteg
FTEAct 43 DN weale! quangTy

P bzt e

The iract whaulkd be s1Cided Fom of maang nannm-'\nnmunlﬂmm

B fagh PONTE Wil T Mpde Tra regetme vual
TDECTS on YAk e se recrahon n the ATac -'-hupmu--mu-«-wum
22 Purposet of Tvg At Ratuge 8 SoLADFIEd o AN

Mail 1o0:
State Director, Bureau of Land Management Alaska State Office
222 W. 7% Ave, #13 Anchorage, Alaska 99513-7504

For more information or assistance with submitting a nomination or comment, please contact
Energy & Minerals Branch Chief Wayne Svejnoha. at 907-271-4407.
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Bureau of Land Management Alaska
Coastal Plain
Qil and Gas Lease Sale
Nomination and Comment Worksheet

Name:

Tessa Stadeli

Company:

Address:

Phone Number:

Email: tessa.stadeli@gmail.com

Tract Number

Comments

23

This ract should be sxcluded rom oM lsasing, a4 the coastal plain provides cnlical habitat for denning
tom bears. Ag sen e Jecedes due fo war fempetsiures. land dennng sies in he Archic Reluge

ecome moressngly importani, According to Map 3-37 lesang this lract would have unsccepiable
Impacts on denning palar bears and polas bnr critical habitat

23

This tract should be excluded bom odl leasing. &3 it holds critical calying and
poti-catving hatuiat fof the Porcupine carbou hard

23

Thus Wrac should be exchuded bom od lessng, as the coastal plon n habsiat for milions of buds
which come tom svery continent, Inciuceng off the coast of Anlarcbics

1o hr:d‘ “;ﬁ. and mofl. BLM 18 ditregaiding impacts 1o buds by planming od leases m

the Archc Re|

23

Tres 1a¢t 400 ba #4TAx0ed o DIl 63y, 86 $1 Orginal puposs of he Archs Hational VWadiie Rehuge
86 Slablired oy AHILCA o 15 Sruune “wate! Guslly 70 necousd'y wallr quantfy wittes ' rehsge”

arddatie on P Pras o the cosslnl pla: 1B & Bnahy g
ot I Inat waley Quaraly
Pa i Ty

23

'Imb.dmuumhmu-m ualnml-u-mﬂn-wowu-\unmh
O agh PORTY wACW M MeOe! BBy O 4 poruon of D rehge The negatrvs vawal
Freacts on Wigemesd remion 1 e m,wn Bngee wideTas 34 rie! selan
PuDoses of e Arcic RegD B8 suldbiuied 1

24

Thes iract stould ba srchuded hom od iasng. 54 e nuu.uum erial nadaat bor
Pols bears -llulunu.nun RATTENG MO B b ]lnﬂmunnnnmtlnm
Baceme Ners aLngly FgRe hw—o-vnllutﬂ luvqu-unm-n-qhu 2 whaciepiabe
NOICES 50 Dervag podar Dears and polal basr crial hadest

24

This tract should be excluded from oil leasing, as it holds critical calving a
post-calving habitat for the Porcupine caribou herd

Thog tract nruukd b s mh—noﬂmw B8 tha cosethl PLT W Nabial Ret Hele of Dads.
which come #om svery contnend. nciuding ol tha coasl of Artarches

0 breed. lunc':unu uu»wwnmmaumnumunu-n

24 e

Thes 118c1 hould o saciudied o od lnssung nunmmummmwml-m

6 pembiaried 1y ANILCA 18 10 Svard "witor GuBiy Bnd Aedabid’y siler qui iy within e refuge”

I Conastvy beh, &wm-mswunm-n‘,ndw—mnm-ml’

avadatie on o Coal coasts plan E1S ang aoas b of snaiyting

ERGAc 19 I Wit QB

e i hew

24

Trog 1152) G b4 # 1ChadEd KO O Wakng, 58 A1 118Ut (Gwar TS 0] tha u.u.lunmnu fitied
nmwnm-mmminmwdwumummﬂmnw- atvd

™ Rahuge regee e SGNE! wilemans 800 1ECrealan
puDsses of I Arcix Rellge 84 eslabhaned i ANILCA

Mail to:

State Director, Bureau of Land Management Alaska State Office
222 W. 7" Ave, #13 Anchorage. Alaska 99513-7504

For more information or assistance with submitting a nomination or comment, please contact
Energy & Minerals Branch Chief Wayne Svejnoha, at 907-271-4407.
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T3 Nomination and Comment Worksheet

Name: Tessa Stadeli

Company:

Address:

Phone Number:

Email: lessa.stadeli@gmail.com

Tract Number Comments

This tiac] shoukd b excluded fom ol isasing, o8 the coastsl plain provides criticat habital lor danning
It bears, AB 344 ice recedes tue to wasmeng temperalures. [snd deritiing bies . the Arcuc Refugs
come inGessingly imporiani, According 1o Map 3-37 lsasing this tiact wou'd have unacceplable

2 5 impacis on denning pn!.ll baars Bnd polar Dess cribeal habitat

This ract shoukd ba excluded fom od lensing, ag it holds enbcal calving and
posi-calving habital lof ha Porcupine earibou herd

25

Thea bact should be eachsded fom ol leaving, ae the coastal plaen i habitst for millions of brds.
which coma hom every contnen!. Including off e cosst of Antarcica
1o biged. h"ﬁ. and met. BLM 18 dsregarding wnpacts 10 berds by planming bd leases in

25 the Arctic R

o Bpd] Sl B @ shaléd irom ol BB 56 AN NGNS pumose of th Artts Nl YViddids Ratuge
a6 sababhghad ¢ ANILCA 18 W drdeurd “wilii guakly N NECESAETY Wole! QLEMIFY waifwn ha raluge”

T Coraarva i salits 81 AAGESTS Thet BLM 08 10 P Srb o of N Ay B 0 BTy

o T CarAlnl Pk o33 2baLis Ay 3 20 o ks 004 B0 Frscierd o5 &8 BOAY10G
25 et bo thal weler Guantrty

pe il here

Tius #1acl $howtd b @9 thuded Frivts 0F bpdey], 2 58 P5cts (Ovar D% of the coal -t.;u\m are vadbiy

-unhunpn-nmml-ur-n btk Wikorfabis Partanh o e riiugy The negate visush
6 YW s, fecraLON M e it r-.mn ongInal welErees Sd HERILEN
25 mn.dv-m--w 4 9aLobinrund 0 AN

Trag irae] whendd Fom od wasng d cric el hybdit ki Senring
pekcbun)aunum e g whas in the Archc Retge
pacome 337 mesry hava

26 Mmmmrmumm B SIS RAlLIE Wt Pl

This tract should be excluded from cil leasing, as it holds cnitical calving a
post-calving habitat for the Porcupine caribou herd

26

Troe ract dbundd ba 41 Chaled bom ol Masng lllnl:nllhlphnllhbullu-m-w‘ib-“
wiach mg from gveTy Contnen, mnrq.lrmmuuuu

1 e o, . and mok BLMw "

tha Arche B

26

Thes rac should et emmnmm lunmﬂmudhhm Matiaral Wakdise Rgsgy
26 aBohered

ANILEA % b0 ofmiurs “waber quatly §red Aecdedidiy wiliT quanity wirn i deiuge
1o Corbdeg b, whciie mm—m tmll.uumm-qu-lmmnm-omn
svsiable on the Coasial Plan (1] doas m of anaty g
ST A T w87 Qus ety
26 =l
T ur-ﬂnmma‘hwlﬂm
nmmnms-ﬂnm ta retuge fhmm--ml

T.‘:.:‘ parton of
mpacts on Viidemesa Tetrevian i Privgs K38 P copest saoemass ard recreaton
Puiposan ¢4 tne Arrnc Rskige s suavkansd n 4K

26

Mail to:
State Director, Bureau of Land Management Alaska State Office
222 W. 7" Ave, #13 Anchorage, Alaska 99513-7504

For more information or assistance with submitting a nomination or comment, please contact
Energy & Minerals Branch Chief Wayne Svejnoha. at 907-271-4407.
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% Oil and Gas Lease Sale

vy Nomination and Comment Worksheet

Name: 1essa Stadeli

Company:

Address:

Phone Number:

Email: tessa.stadeli@gmail.com

Tract Number Comments

This Wact should ba srciuded tom oll lnasing. 23 the coattal plan piovides cribcal habital lor

gnlm Dears. A8 3en ice recedes dur 1o warTung lemporaiures, land dennaig sites in e Aictc Refuge
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This tract should be excluded from oil leasing, as it holds critical calving a
post-calving habitat for the Porcupine caribou herd

28

TM*MMMI-MMD‘E.M‘ llﬂllclllnldll\lmlh‘mdb'll
whuch portg Y COninE, I tha Coat of Anlprctcs,
o reed, qunwml uuqlunmmmuuﬁnmmumuln

28 T

'lmllummuwiomﬂlnm u-nwwmudmumumnmﬂohm
¢ Quaniey mtnen the iefuge

S Cmaares Sai valdil ans Awedare, Tha DU 2 i e Sheoyil F Mo i e & SCAARY
aohulmuwﬂmnuwnwmllllmnn 4 300 &0 Tl 100 OF Jnsh g

28 SR

Tree 24 ¥ tracts (ovet 9% of he quul pisen) ot vadia
oM fugh poals waren hﬂlrllfnwm Wiinerness perion of the reluge The negatve vpusl
s v:‘m.mu;-fum e n-waln g erigral wilemens S0 FECT 081N

28

Mail to:
State Director, Bureau of Land Management Alaska State Office
222 W. 7" Ave, #13 Anchorage, Alaska 99513-7504

For more information or assistance with submitting a nomination or comment, please contact
Energy & Minerals Branch Chief Wayne Svejnoha, at 907-271-4407.
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Name: Tessa Stadeli

Company:

Address:

Phone Number:

Email: tessa.stadeli@gmail.com

Tract Number Comments
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29 impacts on denning polar bears and polss baar criical hatvial

This Tect should be eacluded fom ol leasng, a1 it holds ciiucal calving and
pasi-calving habits! for the Porcupine carbou herd
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whith come from every conbnent, incieding off tha cosst of Antarel
o breed, Mlll and moll. BLM s disregarding smpacts o birds br plmnmn od lenses n

29 the Asctc Re

Thvs ract srouid  8s a0 ol e Al vy Rohage
34 esisoeahed m AKILCA o b srure “watsr qussty and umnnnumn-nmmq-

W Ennmenve heh -lllllwnnm xnam 0ed o rarw lnquamm-w " actuaty

Pradstis on ine Cosalal Plan [1] does an 1ot of ansiyzng

react 10 Th wlldd Guanlty

Wi ey

Tres 1t BAOuA b @1ckubed #om 0d wasng, b4 81 CACE (Dver B0 of e COBBLAI paen} 819 vadin
O P OIS willmn g s sty 0 VWaceme bs erton of Mg refuge  The Aegaineg raull

on Vikgamesa 1axreaton n the mlmm.unmw-mm-mm annen
29 Puposes of g Armic Aakge 44 silabkened n ANLEA

Trug 11851 Bhoukd be @1chaoied Ilmnihlll\' o4 The OB DM Erov ey Crncal habds! lor

umbnn Al bho KD HCROG B0 wibiTiiag MR mwnlmunnnm:l-q-
<resbagy Frgonan uu-mlelhal)’ e 4 Ik TBCT ol Plin§ ABCESTLADIY
30 -mmn—:.mua-. Deat trieal habd st Seut bene

This tract should be excluded from oil leasing, as it holds critical calving a
post-caiving habitat for the Percupine caribou herd
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Mail to:
State Director, Bureau of Land Management Alaska State Office
222 W. 7" Ave, #13 Anchorage, Alaska 99513-7504

For more information or assistance with submitting a nomination or comment, please contact
Energy & Minerals Branch Chief Wayne Svejnoha, at 907-271-4407.
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Name: 1essa Stadeli

Company:

Address:

Phone Number:

Email: tessa.stadeli@gmail.com

Tract Number

Comments

Tract 4 should not ba considered for oil lsasing, as it providas important habiat for
Snow Geesa seeing more than 21 flocks of Snow Geess
over 500 in number mn!@MsmmwFEiSManJ:’é

Tract 5 shoulad not be considerea lor oil leasing,
as it provides | ani habital for Snow Geese, seeing more (han 21 flocks of Snow G|
nver 500 n between 1982.2004 accarding to FEIS Map 3.26.

pase

Trld 7 usmlamu consldated fof of leasing. #s it ptn\ddn important habitat lor
maore than 21 focka of Snow G
over 500 nn numb: ﬂmm 1982-2004 nccording to FEIS Map2-26

11

Tract 11 should not be consicered lor ol leasing, as it prnr.des imporiant habdat for
Snow Geese. seeing more than 21 flocks of Snaw Gee:
over 500 in number between 1982-2004 according 1o FElS Map 3-28

12

Tragt 12 should not be considerad for ol laasing, as i nmwm Important habiat for
Snow Gaeta, nohumm than 21 Rocks of Snow Gaes
over 300 in numbrer batween 1982-2004 wccording 1o FE:S Map 3-28

18

Tract 18 should not be considerad for oil leasing, as it provides important habitat for
Snow Geese, seeing more than 21 llogks of Snow Geese
over 500 i number between 1982 2004 according to FEIS Map 328

19

Tract 19 should not be conmdered for od leawing a8 it provides impariant hatxial for
Snow Geese. seeng more than 21 Bocks of Snow Geese
over 500 in number between 1982-2004 sccording 1o FEIS Map 3 26

20

Trat:l 20 snould nol be considered lor oil Isasing, as 1 provides important habdat for
n%mm than 21 flocks of Snow Geese
over 500 n numbar etween 1882-2004 according to FEIS Map 3-26.

21

Tract 21 should not be considerad for ol lsasing, as il provides important habital for
Geese seeing more than 21 flocks of Snow Geese
over 500 in number between 1982-2004 accorcing to FEIS Map 3-26

Mail to:

State Director, Bureau of Land Management Alaska State Oftice
222 W. 7" Ave, #13 Anchorage, Alaska 99513-7504

For more information or assistance with submitting a nomination or comment, please contact
Energy & Minerals Branch Chief Wayne Svejnoha, at 907-271-4407.
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Name: lessa Stadeli

Company:

Address:

Phone Number:

Email: tessa.stadeli@gmail.com

Tract Number Comments

T ract should be excluded from od lease . as ha coastal ptam provides cribical habitst lor denning
:ul.r basss As gea oo recedes due to warming lemperalures. kand dennmg siles in the Aicte Reluge

cwmu mereasnghy mpomm According 10 Map 3-37 lesang this Uaci would have unacceptable
3 1 on denning polar baars and potar basr criucal habiist

Ths tract should b excluded friom ol leasing. ae t holds citieal calving &nd
post-caiving habitat for the Porcupine caribod herd

31

This tract should be exciuded from od leasng. as the coastal pisan s habitsl for mdions el beds
whuch come rom gvary conbnant. in: off the caasl of Anlatctica
3 1 to hf;;d MTIR‘I and moll. BLM 8 disregariing Wmpacts to buds by planning od leases =

the Asctic R

Tras B0 AN0US Bl #1CRISHS DM o W asng B4 50 SDINS! Purpose B The AITHE HEGANE! YWl Aehge
4% sslabiered

i ANILCA w10 areunt “wiier uallty 87 ApcrLsary wnd ma‘nn-ﬂm
5 consarve v-hlm 't-llLllﬂmmm-v:dmm . ptusdy
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o st hew
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Tract 31 should be axcludad from oil leasing to preserve critical fish habitat
31 According 10 FEIS Map 3-19, this tract includes assantial habitat for Arcue Cod

Ttuet 7 should be excluded bom o lessng o preserve crineal fish habita)
7 Accoitng lo FEIS Map 3 19 this wract includes essental habital lor Arctiz Cod

Tract 27 should be excluded irom oil leasing Lo presarve criuical lish napital.
27 Accorging 1o FEIS Map 3-19. this tract includes essential habitat for Arctic Cod

Tract 29 should be excluded irom o leasing to preserve cntical lish habiat
29 Accorcing 1o FEIS Map 3-19. irus tract mcludes essential nabitat for Arclic Cod

Tract 32 should be excluded fram ail leasing {0 preserve cntcal fish habital
32 According 1o FELS Map 3-18. this tract includes essontial habitat for Arctic Cod

Mail to:
State Director, Bureau of Land Management Alaska State Office
222 W. 7" Ave, #13 Anchorage, Alaska 99513-7504

For more information or assistance with submitting a nomination or comment, please contact
Energy & Minerals Branch Chief Wayne Svejnoha, at 907-271-4407.
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December 17, 2020

State Director, Bureau of Land Management

Attn: Coastal Plain Alaska Oil and Gas Lease Sale
Alaska State Office

222 West 7" Avenue, Mailstop 13

Anchorage, AK 99513-7504

Re: Call for Nominations and Comments for the Coastal Plain Oil and Gas Leasing Program
Dcar Mr. Padgett:

1 am writing as not only an aspiring wilderness planner of the National Park Service, but also as
a concerned citizen who values the ancestral lands of the Gwich’in Nation. | oppose the Coastal
Plain Oil and Gas Leasing Program that the Bureau of Land Management is undertaking to
implement the leasing program pursuant to the Tax Act (Public Law 115-97, Dec. 22,2017). |
believe this program lacks sufficient data to assess the significance of the environmental and
socio-economic effects which are likely to result from the proposed oil and gas leasing program
alternatives in the 1002 lands of the Arctic National Wildlife Refuge.

When President Eisenhower established the original Arctic National Wildlife Refuge Range in
1960, he recognized the entirety of the land, specifically including the Arctic Coastal Plain, is
vital to the biodiversity of the entire refuge. The Arctic Refuge Coastal Plain contains the
greatest diversity of any protected area above the Arctic Circle, according to the Fish and
Wildlife Service. The majesty in the variety of habitat that is compressed in the Coastal Plain
(15-40 miles wide) is evidence to how sensitive this area is to environmental change. Any
development or disturbance will result in an adverse chain reaction to the array of wildlife that
call this land home. These species include, but are not limited to, the polar and grizzly bears,
wolves, wolverines, caribou, muskoxen, Dolly Varden char, Arctic grayling, and more than 140
species of migratory birds.

Prior to its establishment as a refuge, this life-giving land, known to the Gwich’in Nation as
“lizhik Gwats’an Gwandaii Goodlit,” or “The Sacred Place Where Life Begins” is the post-
calving habitat of the Porcupine caribou herd which has been the life force to many indigenous
subsistence practitioners. Please reference The Vulnerability analysis of the Porcupine Caribou
Herd to potential development of the 1002 lands in the Arctic National Wildlife Refuge (Russell
and Gunn 2019) as one example of current research that gives substantial evidence as to why this
area 15 vital to the overall health of the Porcupine Caribou Herd. This land is one of the last
remaining areas in Alaska’s Arctic that exists as it has since time immemorial, It protects the
early voices and stories of many indigenous people who remain spiritually connected to their
ancestors through the uninterrupted processes currently existing within this sacred place.



Regarding the tracts up for comment:

e All tracts should be excluded from oil leasing, as the coastal plain provides critical
habitat for denning polar bears. As sea ice recedes due to warming temperatures, land
denning sites in the Arctic Refuge become increasingly important. According to Map 3-
37, leasing this tract would have unacceptable impacts on denning polar bears and polar
bear critical habitat. (Map for reference: Polar bear criticat habitat and denning sites )

e All tracts should be excluded from oil leasing, as it holds critical calving and post-calving
habitat for the Porcupine caribou herd. (Map for reference:_Posi-calving movement of’

Porcupinc caribou and Porcupine herd calving arcas)

e Tract(s) #27, 7, 31, 29, 32 should be excluded from oil leasing to preserve critical fish
habitat. According to FEIS Map 3-19, this tract includes essential habitat for Arctic Cod.
{Map for reference: Essential fish habitat)

o All tracts should be excluded from oil leasing, as the coastal plain is habitat for millions
of birds which come from every continent, including off the coast of Antarctica, to breed,
forage, and molt. BLM is disregarding impacts to birds by planning oil leases in the
Arctic Refuge.

e Tract(s) #4, 5,7, 11, 12, 18, 19, 20, 21, 28 should not be considered for oil leasing, as it
provides important habitat for Snow Geese, seeing more than 21 flocks of Snow Geese
over 500 in number between 1982-2004 according to FEIS Map 3-26. (Map for
reference: Frequency of Occuirence of Snow Geese)

¢ All tracts should be cxcluded from oil lecasing, as an original purposc of the Arctic
National Wildlife Refuge as established in ANILCA is to ensure “water quality and
necessary water quantity within the refuge” to conserve fish, wildlife and habitats. The
BLM did no new analysis of how much water is actually available on the Coastal Plain in
the coastal plain EIS and thercfore docs an insufficient job of analyzing impact to that
water quantity.

e All tracts should be excluded from oil leasing, as all tracts (over 99% of the coastal plain)
are visible from high points within the federally designated Wilderness portion of the
refuge. The negative visual impacts on Wilderness recreation in the Arctic Refuge negate
the original wilderness and recreation purposes of the Arctic Refuge as established in
ANILCA.

If the Coastal Plain Oil and Gas Leasing Program is not to be terminated due to substantial
opposition by scientists, the public, and neighboring communities, | request a supplemental EIS
to the Final Coastal Plain Oil and Gas Leasing Program EIS be prepared prior to the Sce. 20001
of PL. 115-97 requirement that the land be opened to oil and gas leasing with 400,000 acres
offered within 4 years. This is in part due to the current Final EIS lacking the necessary
information required for an up-to-date thorough and comprehensive understanding of effects this
project will have on the environment. Per the 2005 Council on Environmental Quality guidance,
a supplemental EIS must be considered when “There are significant new circumstances or
information relevant to environmental concerns and bearing on the proposed action or its
impacts”. 1 believe there will be substantial new information relevant to current effects on critical
habitats utilized by various wildlife species who depend upon the refuge’s coastal plain as well



as cffects on traditional food sources needed by Indigenous populations in Canada and the
United States.

I also believe that the Final EIS presents inadequate alternatives as a result of inaccuracies or
deficiencies in information;

e The lack of quantitative analysis in the final EIS led to an incomplete understanding of
effects and therefore poorly informed the construction of projects alternatives.

e No alternative was presented that analyzed the 800,000 acre minimum lease area
requirement identified by Public Law 115-97. All action alternatives excced the arca
minimum.

e A comprehensive transboundary effects assessment 1s missing.

Additionally, 1 request a transparent explanation to the 2,000 acre limitation covered by
production and support facilities outline in P.L. 115-97. This explanation needs to be clear prior
to any early stages of a leasing agreement and ideally act as a limiting factor to tract site
allowances. This 2,000-acre development area needs to account for carbon emissions and strictly
act as a greenspace that is compliant with neighboring wilderness measures (ie: Dark Sky
compliant, Air Quality Compliant, Encrgy Compliant, Fucls Compliant, ctc). This arca should
also have a monitoring protocol, along with the lease sites, that documents, avoids, adapts to, and
commits to a transparent, publicly accessible, intensive, comprehensive monitoring plan.

The movement to hastily dismantle protections that were put in place for the Arctic National
Wildlife Refuge is a disgrace to who we are as a country and puts emphasis on how we value
revenue at any cost, including destroying the only planet we call home. This mindset is wrong
and the continued efforts to exploit and plunder one of the most sacred wild places left in this
modernizing world is a mistake that will hinder future generations from knowing true wilderness
and the ability to honorable adapt to change in a clean sustainable way.

Let our touch on this world be one of kindness, not one of greed.

Sincerely,
Jessica Marie Millman





