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Anvil Points, Parachute Penstemon (Penstemon debilis) habitat; West Rifle, CO ©Phillip Krening  
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SPECIAL STATUS PLANT SPECIES 
 

Apiaceae  

 

Cymopterus duchesnensis 
Uinta Basin Springparsley 

Perennial 7-30 cm; pseudoscape absent; leaves chiefly basal. Involucre bractlets absent of 1-5 

mm long, linear. Petals yellow. Fruit 5-9 mm long, with papery wings.  

 
Global Rank: G3 

Federal Protection Status: BLM Sensitive 

Habitat: Cold desert shrub, sagebrush, and juniper communities; sandy clay of Mancos and 

Morrison shales 

Phenology: Late April-May (fruiting late May-early July)   

Field Office(s): Little Snake 

© Tony Frates, UNPS 
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Lomatium concinnum  
Adobe Desert-parsley 

Perennials 12-25 cm. glabrous. Leaves mostly bipinnate. Petals yellow. Fruit with lateral wings. 

Associated with sagebrush on adobe hills and in rocky soils associated with Mancos shale. 

Endemic. 

 
Global Rank: G2/G3 

Federal Protection Status: BLM Sensitive 

Habitat: Adobe hills and plains on rocky soils derived from Mancos Formation shales; 

associated with shrub communities 

Phenology: May (fruiting in May) 

Field Office(s): Uncompahgre 

© Alan Hahn, Flickr 
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Lomatium latilobum  
Canyonlands Biscuitroot 

Perennial plants 6-30 cm tall. Leaves pinnate. Involucel bractlets 5-10 mm long. Petals yellow. 

Found in Pinon-Juniper/desert scrub communities 5,000-7,000 ft.  

 
 

Global Rank: G1 

Federal Protection Status: BLM Sensitive 

Habitat:  Sandy soils of pinion-juniper and desert shrub communities 

Phenology:  April-May 

Field Office(s):  Grand Junction 

© Tony Frates, UNPS 



6 
 

Neoparrya lithophila 
Rock-loving Neoparrya 

 

Plants ca. 1.5 dm. Petals yellow. Locally in rock crevices and on ledges. 7,000-10,000 ft. 

Endemic.  

 
Global Rank: G3 

Federal Protection Status: BLM Sensitive 

Habitat: Volcanic substrates, in cracks or shelves with minimal talus; associated with grasslands 

or pinion-juniper woodlands 

Phenology:  May-early July (Fruiting late June-September)  

Field Office(s): San Luis Valley, Royal Gorge 

© Jim McCain, CNHP 
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Apocynaceae 

 

Amsonia jonesii  
WƻƴŜǎΩ .luestar 

Perennial 2-5 dm. Calyx deeply 5-parted corolla blue, without a corona. Fruit a pair of follicles. 

Infrequent in gravelly, sandy, or sometimes clay soils.  

 
Global Rank: G4 

Federal Protection Status: BLM Sensitive 

Habitat: Dry, open areas with clay, sandy, or gravelly soils, in desert-steppe, rocky gorges and 

canyons; associated with pinion-juniper woodland 

Phenology: Late April-May 

Field Office(s): Grand Junction, Tres Rios 

© National Park Service, CNHP 

© Robert Dorn, CNHP 
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Asclepias uncialis 
Dwarf Milkweed 

Perennial 0.5-1 dm. leaves lanceolate. Calyx reflexed; purple to purple-brownish. Fruit a follicle. 

Uncommon in sandy or gravelly soil, usually inconspicuous. In the Asclepiadaceae family 

according to the Colorado Rare Plant Guide, however, lumped in Apocynaceae family in 

Ackerfield (2015). 

 
Global Rank: G3/G4 

Federal Protection Status: BLM Sensitive 

Habitat: Level to gently sloping terrain without notable micro-topographic features; often 

found at the base of escarpments or mesas, but absent from rock ledges, outcroppings, and 

highly disturbed habitats.  

Phenology: Late April-May 

Field Office(s): Royal Gorge 

© Steve Olsen, USFS 
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Asteraceae 

 

Erigeron kachinensis 
Kachina Fleabane  

Perennial to 2 dm. Leaves mostly basal. Involucre 3-5 mm high. Ray flowers usually white; 

occasionally purple. Pappus of 15 bristles. Rare in saline soils in canyon seeps (hanging 

gardens).  

 
Global Rank: G2 

Federal Protection Status: BLM Sensitive 

Habitat: Wet, saline soils in alcoves, hanging gardens on sandstone cliffs, and canyon walls 

Phenology: May-August; plants often bloom twice during the year, once in the spring, again in 

late summer 

Field Office(s): Grand Junction, Tres Rios 

© Lorraine Yeatts, CNHP 
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Gutierrezia elegans 
Mesa Snakeweed 

 

Subshrub 0.7-1.5 dm. Heads shortly pedunculate 2-8 in flat-topped arrays. Currently known 

only from Lone Mesa State Park and surrounding area. Found on barren Mancos shale. 

Endemic.  

 
Global Rank: G1 

Federal Protection Status: BLM Sensitive 

Habitat: Outcrops of grayish, argillaceous, bare Mancos Shale, with thin soil layer over shale 

Phenology: July-early September (fruiting August-September) 

Field Office(s): Tres Rios 

 

 

© Peggy Lyon, CNHP 

© SW Colorado Wildflowers 



11 
 

Lygodesmia grandiflora var. dolorensis 
Dolores River Skeletonplant  

Perennial 0.5-5 dm. Involucre bract tip with a small keel-shaped appendage. Infrequent in dry 

open places and sandy soil. Endemic.  

 
Global Rank: G1/G2 

Federal Protection Status: BLM Sensitive 

Habitat: Reddish purple, sandy Alluvium and colluvium of the Cutler Formation between the 

canyon walls and the river in juniper, shadscale, and sagebrush communities; many known 

occurrences closer to roads/disturbed areas.  

Phenology: Late May-June 

Field Office(s): Grand Junction, Tres Rios 

© Peggy Lyon, CNHP 
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Packera pauciflora 
Few-flower Ragwort 

Ackerfield (2015) reports that Packera pauciflora does not occur in Colorado, and that the 

Colorado plants identified as such are likely P. debilis. The Colorado Rare Plant Guide (CNHP) 

suggests it is known from Park County, Colorado; Weber & Wittmann (2012) reports the species 

to be found in North Park also, but there are no collected specimens to support this.  

 
Global Rank: G4/G5 

Federal Protection Status: BLM Sensitive 

Habitat: meadows and wet places, in minerotrophic peatlands and rich fen areas with high pH 

Phenology: July-August 

Field Office(s): Royal Gorge 

© Scott Smith, CNHP 
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Parthenium ligulatum  
Colorado Feverfew 

 
[= Bolophyta ligulata] Perennial 1-2 cm. Mat-forming. Heads white, solitary. 5 pistillate flowers. 

Rare and easily overlooked on barren shale knolls 5,400-6,500.  

 
Global Rank: G3 

Federal Protection Status: BLM Sensitive 

Habitat: Barren Shale knolls 

Phenology:  April-May (fruiting in June) 

Field Office(s): Little Snake, White River 

© Bob Skowron  
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Sphaeromeria capitata 
Rock Tansy 

Perennial 0.5-2 dm. Tomentose. Discoid head; ray-flowers absent; disc-flowers yellow. Fruit an 

achene. Found in sandy soil and open, dry places. 7,500-7,900 ft. 

 
Global Rank: G3 

Federal Protection Status: BLM Sensitive 

Habitat: Dry, rocky hills, and desert flats in silty soils 

Phenology: June-July 

Field Office(s): Little Snake 

© Robert Dorn, CNHP 
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Townsendia strigosa 
Hairy Townsend Daisy 

Biennial to 2 dm. Caulescent. Heads pedunculate. Ray flowers white to pink. Uncommon in 

snady or clay soils in dry, open places. 5,000-6,000 ft.  

 
Global Rank: G4  

Federal Protection Status: BLM Sensitive 

Habitat: Sandy or clay soil of dry, open places; associated with Atriplex and Artemisia 

Phenology: May-June 

Field Office(s): Little Snake, Grand Junction 

© Robert Dorn, CNHP 
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Boraginaceae  

 

Oreocarya caespitosa 
Tufted Cryptantha 

Perennial 0.5-1 dm. Leaves broadly oblanceolate, softly grey-hairy. Corolla white with yellow 

fornices. Nutlets usually 2. Uncommon on gypsum, shale outcroppings often with pinon-juniper 

or sagebrush.  

 
Global Rank: G3 

Federal Protection Status: BLM Sensitive 

Habitat: Sparsely vegetated shale knolls; associated with pinion-juniper or sagebrush 

Phenology: Late April-June (fruiting in May-early July) 

Field Office(s): Little Snake, White River 
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Oreocarya osterhoutii 
hǎǘŜǊƘƻǳǘΩǎ ŎǊȅǇŀƴǘƘŀ  

Low perennial to 1 dm. leaves oblanceolate, strigose. Corolla white with yellow fornices. 

Nutlets 1-4. Uncommon in dry, open places in reddish sandy soil. 4,500-6,100 ft.  

 
Global Rank: G3 

Federal Protection Status: BLM Sensitive 

Habitat: Dry, barren sites, in reddish-purple decomposed sandstone; often associated with 

juniper or sagebrush communities 

Phenology:  April-early June (fruits mature by mid-June) 

Field Office(s): Grand Junction, Gunnison 

© Peggy Lyon, CNHP 
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Oreocarya revealii 
Gypsum Valley Cateye  

Perennial 0.3-2.5 dm. leaves oblanceolate to narrowly spatulate, glaborous above postulate 

below. Corolla white with yellow fornices. Nutlets usually 4. Locally common on gypsum 

outcrops. Endemic.  

 
Global Rank: G2 

Federal Protection Status: BLM Sensitive 

Habitat: Grayish, near-barren gypsum hills of the Paradox Member of the Hermosa Formation, 

or barren shale substrates; strong association with a whitish gray cryptobiotic lichen 

Phenology: May (fruiting in June) 

Field Office(s): Tres Rios 

©Phil Krening 
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Oreocarya rollinsii 
wƻƭƭƛƴǎΩ /ǊȅǇŀƴǘƘŀ 

Biennials or short-lived perennials 1-3.5 dm. Leaves oblanceolate, setose to pustulate. Corolla 

white. Nutlets usually 4. Uncommon on dry, open white shale slopes. 5,300-6,000 ft.  

 
Global Rank: G4 

Federal Protection Status: BLM Sensitive 

Habitat: White Shale slopes of the Green River Formation; associated with pinion-juniper or 

cold desert shrubland communities 

Phenology: May-June 

Field Office(s): White River 
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Brassicaceae  

 

Boechera crandallii 
/ǊŀƴŘŀƭƭΩǎ wƻŎƪŎǊŜǎǎ 

[= Arabis crandallii] Perennial 1-4 dm. Stems usually 2 per caudex branch. Basal leaves narrowly 

oblanceolate. Petals white. Found on dry slopes and canyon sides. 6,500-9,000 ft. Endemic.  

 
Global Rank: G4 

Federal Protection Status: BLM Sensitive 

Habitat: Limestone chip-rock and stony areas, often among sagebrush, ridges, and steep hill 

slopes 

Phenology: May-June 

Field Office(s): Uncompahgre, Royal Gorge 

© Barry Johnston, CNHP 
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Eutrema penlandii 
tŜƴƭŀƴŘΩǎ 9ǳǘǊŜƳŀ 

 

 
Small (0.5-3dm) perennial. Stem leaves shortly petiolate or sessile with an acute base, margins 

entire. Petals 3-5 mm long, white. Fruit stipitate, a dark silique. Young, vegetative plants have 

leaves that are dark green, to purplish, a round outline, occasionally with cordate bases, and is 

waxy and glossy. Restricted to fens in the alpine (11,800 ς 14,000ft) of the Mosquito Range. 

Endemic.  

 
Global Rank: G2 

Federal Protection Status: Threatened  

Habitat: Fens in the alpine (11,800 ς мпΣлллΩύΦ {ƻǳǘƘ- and east-facing slopes, downslopes from 

snowfields on wet benches.  

Phenology: Late June-early July (fruiting in July and dehisce in August) 

Field Office(s): Royal Gorge 

©Phil Krening ©Phil Krening 
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Physaria congesta 
Dudley Bluffs Bladderpod 

Small (< 0.15 dm) perennial; basal leaves linear-oblanceolate, entire. Flowers yellow; fruiting 

pedicels erect, straight or slightly curved. Fruit a silicle, densely hairy. Locally abundant on 

barren white shale slopes, with pinonςjuniper. Endemic to Piceance Basin.  

 
Global Rank: G1 

Federal Protection Status: Threatened 

Habitat:  Barren, white shale outcrops of the Green River and Unita Formations 

Phenology: Early April-May (fruiting late May-June) 

Field Office(s): White River 

© Jill Handwerk, CNHP 
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Physaria obcordata 
Piceance Twinpod 

Perennial (1.2-2 dm) leaves basal, oblanceolate. Fruiting pedicels widely spreading to recurved, 

flowers yellow. Fruit inflated, hairy, pendant, and obcordate silicle. Rare on white shale 

outcrops. Endemic to the Piceance.  

 
Global Rank: G1/G2 

Federal Protection Status: Threatened 

Habitat: Barren white outcrops and steep slopes exposed by creek downcutting; Restricted to 

Parachute Creek Member of the oil shale bearing Green River Formation.  

Phenology: mid May-mid June (fruiting through end of July) 

Field Office(s): White River 

© Lisa Foy, 
© Lisa Foy, CNHP 
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Physaria parviflora 
Piceance Bladderpod 

Perennial 1-3 dm. Basal leaves broadly ovate. Fruiting pedicel recurved. Fruit subglobose to 

elliptic, densely hairy. Found on barren shale slopes. 6,800-8,900 ft.  

 
Global Rank: G2 

Federal Protection Status: BLM Sensitive 

Habitat: Outcrops of Green River Shale Formation in the Piceance Basin; grows on ledges and 

slopes of canyons in open areas of pinion-juniper communities 

Phenology: June-July (fruiting in July) 

Field Office(s): Grand Junction, White River 

© Peggy Lyon, CNHP 


























































































































