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Oil and Gas Leasing Process 
2.1 Week 1 

•Expressions of interest are submitted 

• Lands are adjudicated - lands reviewed and parceled 
• Preliminary parcel list sent to field office, and prelirntnary review begins 

There is no tribal input at this step. During the first week, the state office 

parcels the expressions of interest (EOls) through an administrative 

process. The BLM accepts EOls for potential leasing through the National 
Fluids Lease Sale System. Once submitted, the public can view all EOls 
submitted to the BLM and track their status. Information about BLM 
Colorado leasing can be accessed here: 

https://www.blm gov/programs/ energy-and-minerals/oil-and-gas/ 
leaslng/regional-lease-sales/ colorado 

2.2 Weeks 2-7 
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SLM OIi and Gas Offices 
Table2.1 

Consolidated Field Offices Include 

Lead office Western portion of Uncompahgre 

Tres Rios Kremmling; Little Snake 

White River Grand Junction; eastern port~on ~l;;i:icompahgre 
Colorado River Valley (I.e., portion not covered by res 

Royal Gorge San Luis Valley 

2.3 Weeks 8-9 

ffi iew preliminary NEPA 
•Oistrictoffice/stateo icerev t BLMprior topubl1c comment period 
•Tribes should send comment: o 

::~; :i~:ul:r:;b:l:~::;b~~ts ;:::n:ll;~i!rc::ea~c=x~ :!c:~:n;.n~~: 

could incl~de a request to defer parcels that are in an area that needs 
additional protections. The additional protections could include lease 
notices, timing limitations, controlled surface use, no surface occupancy, 
or even a closure of lands to leasing. Refer to Tribal Consultations for 011 
and Gas Leasing Handbook for definitions of the different types of 
protections. 

If the tribes identify a lease with insufficient protections for a cultural 
resource, the tribes should Identify the cultural resource, document the 
needed protections, and send that Information to the FM and FOA. The 
BLM uses the least restrictive protections possible that meet the needs of 
the tribe. When submitting this information, the tribes need to identify 
two Items: (1) which parcels the BLM should review and (2) what 
protections are needed for the parcels. Based on this information, BLM 
and the tribes can coordinate In more depth on the parcels and 
potentially defer them if they determine that more analysis or an RMP 
amendment Is needed. 

Deferral of Parcels 

Deferring a parcel allows time to address concerns or specific Issues. 
Deferred parcels could appear In a future sale once the Issue or concern 
has been addressed. The only time a deferred parcel will not reappear In 
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