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Modoc National Forest BACKGROUND 
 

Å1.6 Million acres of National Forest 
 

Å1.0 Million acres of rangeland 
 

ÅнонΣрнл !ŎǊŜǎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ 5ŜǾƛƭΩǎ DŀǊŘŜƴ ²ƛƭŘ 
Horse Territory 





5ŜǾƛƭΩǎ DŀǊŘŜƴ ²ƛƭŘ IƻǊǎŜ ¢ŜǊǊƛǘƻǊȅ 

ÅCreated by the Wild Free-Roaming Horses 
and Burros Act of 1971 

ÅSage/steppe ecosystem 

ÅForage, water and 
access is limited 

ÅRelatively flat, 
rough and rocky 
lava plateau 



Territory Management Plan 

Å Approved August 2013 
Å Sets AML at 206 to 402 Horses 
Å Available at: http:// 1.usa.gov/1PxhnVA 
 
Authorizes: 
Å Gathering of excess horses  
Å Fertility treatment using PZP 
Å Actions to adjust herd sex ratio to 50/50 
 
*Recent court decision upheld Territory boundaries 
ŀƴŘ !a[ ǇǊŜǎŎǊƛōŜŘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ 5ŜǾƛƭΩǎ DŀǊŘŜƴ tƭŀǘŜŀǳ ²ƛƭŘ 
Horse Territory Management Plan 

 
 

http://1.usa.gov/1PxhnVA
http://1.usa.gov/1PxhnVA


Current Situation 
Census: 
Å  Double-count census completed in late February  
Å Results estimate a population of 2,246 (does not 
ƛƴŎƭǳŘŜ ǘƘƛǎ ȅŜŀǊΩǎ Ŧƻŀƭ ŎǊƻǇύ 

Å ~100 on private and Tribal lands at the time of the 
survey 

 
Current Conditions: 
Å Degraded riparian areas 
Å Conversion to annual grasses and invasive species 
Å Degraded sage grouse habitat 
Å Increased juniper encroachment 



 

North Fence Springs - Spring 


