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You Help Me and Iôll Help You (Or Not!) 
  

Objective: 
Learn about relationships between plants and 
animals at Red Rock Canyon NCA 
 
Procedure: 
Start activity by leading a discussion on ecological 
relationships. Have students relate to their own 
personal relationships as appropriate. 
 
Discuss how all things in nature are connected 
and dependent on each other in a web of life.  
Can the students come up with relationships that 
they know about? Give them some examples, 
such as a spider eating a bug, or a tortoise eating 
a wildflower.   
 
Pass out a card to each student, making sure that 
each card has at least one match within the group.  
Have the students find their match by trying to fit 
their card to other studentôs cards. Once they 
have found a match, have them talk to their 
partner and discuss how they think their 
organisms have a relationship .When all students 
have found their match, have them sit with their 
partner and take turns holding their cards up and 
talking about the relationships. After each pair has 
shared, discuss the correct relationship (see 
attached). 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Suggested Locations: 
Open area where students can sit. 

Pine Creek Trail: 
   3,6,7, or 8 

Red Spring Boardwalk: 
   1 or 4 

Fire Ecology Loop: 
   3 or 4 

Moenkopi Loop: 
   3,6,7,8, or 9 

Grades: K-5 
 
Estimated Time: 15-30 minutes 
 
Standards Met: 

¶ K-2 grade: 
o Science L.2.C Students 

understand that living things live 
in different places. 

¶ 3-5 grade: 
o Science L.5.C Students 

understand that there is a variety 
of ecosystems on Earth and 
organisms interact within their 
ecosystems.  

 
Materials Needed: 

¶ One set of Animal/Plant cards per 
twenty students (attached ï cut so 
each set has unique edge so pairs fit 
together like puzzle pieces) 

¶ Plant and Animal Relationships 
(attached) 

 
Sources: 
Adapted from  Project Wild activity Good 
Buddies. Council for Environmental 
Education, 2008.   
 
Coyote, desert woodrat, western tent 
caterpillar, and cactus wren photographs 
by Bureau of Land Management, Red 
Rock Canyon NCA.   
 
Yucca moth photograph by Dr. Olle 
Pellymyr. 
 
Remaining photographs by Stacy Dahl.   
 
Submitted by Stacy Dahl 
 
 



 
 

 
 

 
 
 

Coyote 

Mexican manzanita 



 
 

 

 

 
 

Banana yucca 

Desert woodrat 



 
 

 

 

 
 

Western tent caterpillar 

Desert almond 



 
 

 

 

 

Turbinella oak 

Andricus gallfly  



 
 

 

 

 
 
 
 

Phainopepla 

Desert mistletoe 



 
 

 

 

 

Honey mesquite 

Desert mistletoe 



 
 

 

 

 

Cactus wren 

Buckhorn cholla 



 
 

 

 

 

Joshua tree 

Yucca moth 



 
 

 

 

 

Onyerus wasp 

Desert trumpet 

 


