Gunnison Sage-grouse
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A grouse 1s a grouse??
Differences between Gunnison and
Greater Sage-grouse.
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Basic Life History:

Lek Season: Mid-March thru May

Nests: on the ground at the base of a live sagebrush
bush.

Eggs: 6-10, incubation is about 28 days.




Gunnison Sa rouse Habitat

* Breeding — Lek

* Breeding — nesting and early brood






Conservation Efforts for
Gunnison Sage-grouse

COHabOratiVe COI’ISQI‘VatiOH Photo from the Denver Post.




Timeline of Listing Process:

Jan 13, 2013 Proposed Rule and Critical Habitat
Mar 12, 2013 End of Comment Period
Sept, 2013 Economic Analysis Of Critical Habitat Published

Dec. 2, 2013 Comment Period for Economic Analysis Closes
March 31, 2014 Final Rule




Poncha Pass — briefhistory
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Population Status




October 2013 Transplant

17 birds (70% Juveniles, 30% Adults)

5 Juvenile Males
2 Adult Males

3 Adult Females
7 Juveniles of unknown sex




Threats at Poncha

Photo from the Denver Post.

e Extirpation
Genetic Viability

e Transmission Lines



USFWS Proposed GUSG - Endangered

Threats

= Ongoing and Future Habitat Loss and
Fragmentation due to residential development,
roads, powerlines

s EXISting regulations don’t prevent habitat
fragmentation

=« Small population size

= Improper grazing management, climate change
= Predation effects, especially on small populations



USFWS - Proposed GUSG Critical F

m Rangewide — 1.7 million
acres

m Propose to designate all
Occupied Habitat and
Significant Areas of
Unoccupied Habitat

abitat



How planning decisions affect
Gunnison Sage-grouse

Habitat Destruction
* Sagebrush clearing, building on lek




What we need at Poncha:

e Habitat Protection

e Population Augmentation




GUSG Projects at Poncha Pass:

~ Conservation Easement closing in
2013.

~NRCS Sage-grouse Initiative

> Mioarien Flagitat Project in Lone Tree
Creel.



Data and Research
Spring 2012, 2013

e Remote Weather Station
e Lek Camera
e Acoustic onitorin




ISV
e Prg oz




Vehicles

200
180
160
140
120
100

80

60

20

First Download of Poncha Data

MEPM NRCR NTOP
Site




BLM Travel Management

Roead @lostres

Seasonal
During Lek
Season

Permanent
Unofficial Roads




C N

Remote Camera




Acoustic Monitoring

Wildlife Acoustics SM2Bat Units from
BLM and USFS fitted with a non-
ultrasonic microphone.

Record lek activity from March 16 to May
28, 3AM to 10AM .







Building a recognizer.....




Scan Recordings with Recognizer




Data Limitations.....

 False Positives
» False Negatives or missed vocalizations




WHAT CAN THESE DATA
TELL US?

e Presence/Absence of Grouse

e Measure of Activity on a Lek
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The end...

Photo by Noppadol Paothong



	Slide Number 1
	Slide Number 2
	Slide Number 3
	Slide Number 4
	Slide Number 5
	Slide Number 6
	Slide Number 7
	Slide Number 8
	Slide Number 9
	Slide Number 10
	Poncha Pass – brief history
	Slide Number 12
	Slide Number 13
	Slide Number 14
	Threats at Poncha
	USFWS Proposed GUSG - Endangered
	USFWS - Proposed GUSG Critical Habitat
	Slide Number 18
	What we need at Poncha:
	GUSG Projects at Poncha Pass:
	�Data and Research�Spring 2012, 2013
	Slide Number 22
	Slide Number 23
	BLM Travel Management�Road Closures
	Remote Camera
	Slide Number 26
	Slide Number 27
	Slide Number 28
	Slide Number 29
	Slide Number 30
	Slide Number 31
	Slide Number 32
	Slide Number 33

