
Birds of the King Range National Conservation Area 

The King Range area provides a variety of habitats for many bird species. Ocean-front habitats stretch 30 miles from south of Shelter Cove 
north to the Mattole River Estuary and includes rocky and sandy areas. The estuary area provides important habitat for migrating and 
wintering birds. Well over half of the terrestrial habitat is comprised of mixed evergreen forest of which about half has been burned or cut 
over. The remaining habitat types include manzanita/ceanothus, coastal prairie, and northern coastal scrub. The King Range is laced with 
fresh water streams which contain riparian vegetation of varying amounts and quality. These riparian areas provide important habitat 
requirements for numerous wildlife species. About two thirds of the terrestrial bird species depend on riparian areas to fulfill all or part of 
their habitat requirements. 
  

  
 

   
  

 SEASON OF OCCURRENCE 

 Sp = Spring (March-May) 

 S = Summer (June-July) 

 F = Fall (August-November) 

 W = Winter (December-February) 

 STATUS 

 E = Federally listed endangered 

 S = BLM listed sensitive 
 

 

ABUNDANCE 

A = Abundant 

C = Common 

U = Uncommon 

R = Rare 

X = Observed/Status Unknown 

I = Irregular/Casual 
 

 
GENERAL HABITAT PREFERENCE 

w = ocean water areas including the near shore ocean, Mattole River Estuary, tidal flats and beaches. 

f = forestlands include Douglas-fir, tanoak, madrone intermixed with deciduous and live oaks (mixed evergreen forests). 

g = grasslands (coastal prairie). 

s = scrublands include intermixed grass, shrubs and forests (northern coastal scrub). 

c = chaparral brushlands (manzanita/ceanothus chaparral). 

r = riparian habitat is comprised of freshwater streams bordered by shrubs and trees including willows, alders, maple, etc.  

 
 

 

This checklist has been prepared for visitors wishing to record birds while visiting the King Range National Conservation Area (KRNCA). 
Birdwatchers are encouraged to participate in gathering information to help refine our knowledge of bird life in this beautiful area. If you 
wish to participate, send information to Bureau of Land Management, Arcata Field Office, 1695 Heindon Road, Arcata, CA 95521-4573. 

BLM acknowledges Stanley W. Harris and Robert Sutherland (Woods) for their contributions to this list. 
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