In the Matter of:

U.S. Department of the Interior Bureau of Land Management
California Desert District Advisory Council

Reporter's Transcript Of Proceedings

03/20/2018

Job #: 126236

”

COURT REPORTERS, INC.

(818)988-1900




1 U S. DEPARTMENT OF THE | NTERI OR
2 BUREAU OF LAND MANAGEMENT
3 CALI FORNI A DESERT DI STRI CT ADVI SORY COUNCI L

10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17 REPORTER S TRANSCRI PT OF PROCEEDI NGS
18 TUESDAY, MARCH 20, 2018

19
20
21
22
23| JOB NO. 126236

24 REPORTED BY: JUDITH W G LLESPIE, CLR, CSR NO. 3770

25

Personal Court Reporters, Inc. Page: 1




10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25
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COMMVENCI NG AT 12: 08 P.M ON TUESDAY, MARCH 20, 2018,
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VI CTORVI LLE, CALI FORNI A; TUESDAY, MARCH 20, 2018
12: 08 P. M

P-ROCEEDI-NGS

CHAIR BANI'S: Goi ng norni ng, everyone. |
call the neeting to order at 12:08 in the afternoon.
Thank you, everyone, for comng out on the first day
of Spring. Before | do the introductions, there is
one Paul Martin, new nenber of the Desert Advisory
Council. And | have asked himif he would |ead us in
t he pl edge of all egi ance.

(The Pl edge of All egi ance was recited.)

Thanks, Paul; thank you, everyone. Today the
Desert Advisory Council is neeting to consider
guestions regardi ng anendnents for the California
Desert Conservation Area Plan. The topic on
everyone's mnd is obviously the DRECP, and | want to
first of all make sure everyone understands what the
role of the Desert Advisory Council is and the role
that you play as nenbers of the public at a public
Desert Advisory Council neeting. So first, this is
not a scoping neeting for any project, proposal or any
pl an today. This is an opportunity for the Desert

Advi sory Council to provide advice to the Desert
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Manager, the BLM and through themto the Secretary of
Interior on the matters before us today. W take
public coment prior to comng to those decisions and
comng to our opinions, and your public coments are
very inportant in how we arrive at our opinions and
the advice that we may give, if any.

But what is going to be very inportant today
Is that you focus your comments to the Counci
menbers, those of us seated here at the table, because
we are the ones who are trying to figure out what
advice to provide to the BLM This is not a scoping
neeting, per se, so we need you to address your
coments to us, to the Advisory Council rather than to
the BLM There may be opportunities for questions
regardi ng the presentations, but generally this won't
be an information session geared for the public in
terns of scoping for the DRECP. | hope | have been
able to franme that well enough so that your
coments -- the goal here is not for ne to be a bad
guy or try to limt what you want to say.
My goal here is to help you in nmaking your coments
substantive and weighty. So if you say "addressing
the Desert Advisory Council on these topics," | assure
you that is where your comrents will have the nost

effect. So thank you for that brief introduction, and
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now | " mgoing to introduce the other nenbers of the
Board. Let's start to the right with Al.

MEMBER MJUTH. Al Muth, representing wildlife.
Shall | continue on?

CHAIR BANI' S: Background or who you are. Not a
report.

MEMBER MJUTH: Background: Professional biologist.
Ph.D, University of Wsconsin, 36-year director of
Boyd Deep Canyon Research Center and University of
California National Reserve System Unit. Second go-
around on the Desert Advisory Council.

MEMBER ROBI NSON:  Bob Robi nson. |'m chairman and
officer for the Tribal Interest Comunity. W have
I nput on the projects in the desert for a long tine
now, and | am al so a nenber of the Desert Advisory
Council, first term

MEMBER M TCHELL: Billy Mtchell, fourth
generation. Chairman of the Range | nprovenent Board,
first termon the Desert Advisory Council.

MEMBER KENNEY: Ji m Kenny, public-at-large. |
represent a lot of different diverse groups all the
way from bi kers and of f-roaders and equestri ans,
hi kers, rockhounds, just about anybody that uses the
desert for recreation.

VEMBER HANEY: Frazier Haney. |'mthe
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environnmental protection person on the Desert Advisory
Council, and | have a background in biology but also a
|l ong history wwth sone of the conservation work in the
California Desert National Mnunments and work for a
coupl e of NGOs that help with nmanagenent, as well.

DI STRI CT MANAGER RANSEL: Beth Ransel, District
Manager for the California Desert District and on the
DAC as the federal official that seeks advisenent from
the Desert Advisory Council.

MEMBER FRANCI S: My nane is Nathan Francis. |
represent the Non- Renewabl e Resources, and | currently
work with US Borax.

MEMBER MARTIN:  Paul Martin. [|'ma new nmenber for

Non- Renewabl e Resources. M background is in

engi neering, primarily in civil, geologic and m ni ng
engi neering. And again, | represent non-renewabl e
resour ces.

MEMBER LONG |I'm Mchelle Long. | represent

Transportati on and Ri ghts-of -Way. My background is
envi ronnmental consulting, which | have been doing for
the last 16 years. | currently work at the
Envi ronnmental Services Goup with Southern California
Gas Conpany.

VI CE-CHAIR BURKE: |I'mthe vice-chairman of the

Desert Advisory Council, and nmy background is the
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desert itself. |'mthe vice-chairman of the Society
For Conservation of Elkhorn Sheep. | represent the
public-at-large and just about everybody el se.

MEMBER BANIS: My nane is Randy Banis. |
represent Recreational Interests. |'ma resident of
Leona Valley. So nice to have everybody here in the
hi gh desert.

W will be taking public comment today. The first
Item of public conmment, we need to receive your cards
prior to the start of public comment. And the first
guestions can be raised under the District Manager's
Report. And then the next public comment will be for
Itenms not on the agenda. And lastly will be public
coment on the Desert Advisory Council's
consi derations. So please get those cards in to the
side table prior to the start of that public coment
peri od.

No. 2, if the cell phones are still on, you m ght
want to turn that ringer off. The restroons are
outside and to the right. | remenber ny neeting
venues. There are only so nany out here.

That said, it's been a year since the Desert
Advi sory Council has nmet. And it's nice to be back
sitting next to Manager Ransel. And Beth has a report

for us today. W would |Iove to hear what you have
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been up to these | ast several nonths.

DI STRI CT MANAGER RANSEL: Good afternoon. First |
would like to introduce Martha Maciel. She is the
Deputy State Director For Conmunications at the
California State Ofice for the BLM And she cane al
the way from Sacranento to provide the State
Director's report today.

DEPUTY STATE DI RECTOR MACI EL: (Good afternoon.
Thank you, Beth, and thank you, Randy. Martha Maciel.
|"mthe deputy state director for conmunications for
the BLM here in California, and |I'm stationed in
Sacranmento. |'mhere on behalf of our State Director
Jerry Perez and our Associate State Director Joe
Stout, both who wanted to be here today and were not
able to join us. Jerry is back in Washi ngton, DC,
this week for the National Executive Leadership Team
Meeting with the rest of the BLM | eadership back in
DC. Jerry has spent quite a bit of tinme in the
desert. For the |ast two years he has been State
Director of California and prior to that he was a
State Director in Oregon and Washington with the BLM
In late February and early March, he spent quite a bit
of time traveling through the desert attending the
publ i c scoping neeting and hopefully you have had an

opportunity to neet Jerry and share sonme of your
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t houghts on various issues on public land. If you

haven't nmet Jerry, I'msure he will be back to the
desert soon, and you will have an opportunity to neet
Jerry then.

|"'mthe Deputy State Director for Conmunications.
| have been with the BLMfor eight years in a
conmmuni cation capacity and al so as the congressi onal
liaison. | have been involved with a nunber of issues
t hroughout the state and here in the desert, like the
Monunent Desi gnation, Desert Renewabl e Energy
Conservation Plan and other issues. Prior to that |
was i n comrunications with the Forest Service for 11
years. Sorry, but | have quite a bit of background,
al nost 20 years in |and managenent issues. Wth that,
that's just a little bit of background.

And | wanted to say thank you to the Desert
Advi sory Council for your commtnent, support,
dedication. | know it has been a long tinme since the
Counci | has been able to neet. W are very happy that
you are here today having this public neeting. |It's
been a long tinme com ng, so thank you for your
pati ence.

Just wanted to give you an update on a coupl e of
national issues. First of all, sonme of the |eadership

positions back in DC. W have sone new appoi nt nents
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since you |last net a year ago. So at the departnent

| evel , the Departnent of Interior, of course our
secretary is Secretary Ryan Zinke. Qur deputy
secretary has been appointed, and that is David
Bernhardt. Under the Assistant Secretary for Land and
M nerals, we have Joe Balash. And then within the BLM
there is a -- we don't yet have an appoi nted Nati onal
Director. W do have Brian Steed, who is the Deputy
Director for Policy and Progranms, and he is fulfilling
the role of the acting director until a director is
appointed. And M ke Nedd is the Acting D rector For
Operations, so we have fol ks working really hard every
day back in DC so that we are successful here in the
field.

The departnent has issued its strategic plan for
the next five years. That plan is now avail abl e on-
line. They had identified the priorities of how the
departnent will support the president's goals. | wll
for the record hand over sone information that wll
outline what those six mssion areas that the
departnent has established and what the five BLM
priority areas are. | will nention thembriefly, and
Il will submt themfor the record.

The priorities and the focus revolve around a

nunber of thenmes, one bei ng expandi ng out door
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recreation and access, providing energy devel opnent
and i ndependence, shared conservati on and noderni zi ng
our organi zation and infrastructure for the next 100
years.

Next, sone of you are aware with regards to our
budget situation. W are operating under a Continuing
Resol ution. That Continuing Resolution expires this
com ng Friday, so we are hoping that Congress wl |
pass a budget and send it to the president for
enactnent. They have been through this the | ast
coupl e of nonths, hopefully avoidi ng anot her
gover nnent shutdown. But we are preparing so we do
have an orderly shutdown. W are hopeful that we can
keep the governnent open past this Friday.

Wth that, again, thank you for having ne today.

I will be here for the rest of the neeting. |If there
are any questions during break, | wll be happy to
answer them

CHAI RVMAN BANIS: Al first, then Billy. Al and
Billy, please.

MEMBER MJUTH. Thank you for that update. Before
the neeting is over, can you provide a link to that
five-year plan?

M5. MACI EL: Absol utely.

MEMBER M TCHELL: Who is responsible for the
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ranching industry for renewable resources? Wo is
going to be heading that up under Washi ngton, DC,
under the secretary? W is going to be taking care
of the renewabl e resources or the ranching industry or
do you know?

M5. MACIEL: | do not know. W have a nunber of
vacancies. Currently ranching and renewabl e
resources, they fall into two directorates. One is
the W200 and that is the responsibility under Kristin
Bale. And then we al so have W300, which is energy
and m nerals, and we do have an acting director in
that position by the nane of Tinothy Spisak.

MEMBER M TCHELL: |Is there a way | could get a
name of a person who is very instrunental for things
t hat happen here in the desert that we could not get
past different area nmanagers and stuff? So | woul d
| ove to have that link or information if you could get
It to ne.

M5. MACIEL: Absolutely. W will work with the
di strict manager to get that information once those
vacancies are filled.

CHAIR BANI'S: Thank you, Mrtha. Thanks for
com ng down from Sacranmento. W appreciate that.
Bet h, you're next.

DI STRI CT MANAGER RANSEL: All right. Thanks,
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Martha. So | have a nunber of things. Just to
acknow edge what Martha said, it's been about a year
since we net, and | wanted to talk a little bit about
t hat . The Departnent of Interior, when the new

adm ni stration cane in, wanted to conduct a review of
all RAC charters, so they did have a pause on all ow ng
RACs to neet. And the review process was to identify
commttees in order to fully support the m ssion and
serve the | ocal comunities and get |ocal feedback to
t he maxi mum extent possible. So in the Fall of |ast
year, we were notified that the revieww || be

ongoi ng, so they will be | ooking at the RACs and their
charters to neet the goals. But they did say we could
start planning to have a RAC neeting. And we are very
pl eased to be here today to be able to go through the
process, to get a notice published, and to be able to
announce a neeting and to be seeking advisenent from
the RAC -- fromthe Desert Advisory Council on this

| nportant issue.

So just to acknow edge that up front that it's
been awhile, but we are happy to be back to hold
neetings and be able to consult with the Desert
Advi sory Council. Just to let you know, the Desert
Advi sory Council charter isn't up for renewal until

June of 2019, and we know that's on the radar of the
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Washi ngton office.

| have had sone questions from peopl e about the
Desert Advisory Council nom nations, because we do
have five vacancies right now on the Desert Advisory
Council, and we received a nunber of applications.

And we are very excited about the candi dates that have
applied and nom nated and are interested in fulfilling
the roles on the Desert Advisory Council. And we have
submtted those up to the Washi ngton office, and they
are being reviewed for eligibility. So we anticipate
to be receiving those back to the State and District
office in the near future so we can go through those
and provide recommendati ons back up to the Departnent
for actually seating nenbers of the Desert Advisory
Council. So the review is ongoing, but hopefully we
w il be seeing sone progress on that soon.

We al so were able to have a notice published to
announce a neeting of the Dunont Dunes Subgroup, and
that notice included two neetings of the Dunont Dunes
Subgroup, so we are happy about that. And the first
neeting for that subgroup is going to be Saturday from
noon to 2:30 at the Barstow Field Ofice, and that
neeting is open to the public. And | believe we have
the news release at the public information table. And

| think the news rel ease just had the one neeting, but
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the Federal Register notice also announced there wll
be a second neeting later this year.

And then big ticket itens of interest. February
2nd the Notice of Intent was published to initiate the
public scoping process for potential plan anmendnents
and environnmental analysis docunents. And that wll
be the main item on our agenda today. W just
conpl eted ei ght public scoping neetings as part of
that effort, and it's considering changes to the three
Land Use Pl ans underlying the DRECP planning effort.
So it's the CDCA Pl an, the Bishop Plan and the
Bakersfield Plan. So we will be delving into that
nor e today.

Russel | Scofield, the CDCA Coordinator, is here to
do a presentation and go into that topic a little bit
nore in depth.

On February 6th the DRECP wi t hdrawal application
was cancel ed, and so those |ands are no | onger
segregated. So that was a bi g announcenent by the
departnent related to the |lands here in the desert.
And then on March 16, we announced the availability of
the Draft Supplenental Environnental Analysis for the
West Mpj ave Route Network Project, also known as VEMO
That news rel ease was on the public coment table, as

wel |, for anyone interested in that. And there is
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going to be four open house public neetings associ ated
with that, beginning April 17th | think is the first
nmeeting for that effort. Dates and | ocations for that
are in the news release that is avail abl e.

W are also working to pull together a DAC neeting
on the VMO project to seek advisenent fromthe DAC,
so we are hoping we will be able for get an
announcenent for that in the near future.

We have schedul ed a public scoping neeting on the
proposed Crinson Solar Project in eastern Riverside
County on April 3rd from5 to 8 p.m at the Palm
Springs South Coast BLM Field O fice. And that
notice -- the notice for that rel ease was published in
the Federal Register on March 9. And | believe that
news rel ease was also on the public information table
on the way in.

And then Palin Solar, we have -- we are working on
finalizing the final Supplenental Environnental | npact
Statenent and Land Use Plan Anmendnent. And that is
for the revised technol ogy of the approxi mately
4,200-acre Palin Solar PV Project near Desert Center
in eastern Riverside County. And we are getting cl ose
to finalizing that, so we anticipate an announcenent
soon on that.

On March 14 we nodified our fire restrictions, Sso
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we nove fromall public [ ands nanaged by BLMin the
California Desert District, all of themw Il now be at
the stage 1 level. And then that al so rescinded the
recreational rural shooting restrictions that were in
pl ace since May 26 of |ast year. So we are very
excited actually to be noving forward with that and
happy to see greening up and wetting up in the desert.
But it's nice that the fire danger has gone downwards.

Budget and staffing update: So FY 2018 for the
pl anni ng | evel s for the budget here in the Desert
District -- well, let nme just say, for FY 2018 budget
pl anning level, California saw an overall reduction in
a lot of our progranms, funding, and a |lot of the
reducti on was absorbed at the state office in order to
get nore of the funding down to the field level or to
m nimze the reductions to the field level. But this
year our planning level for the desert, we did see a
reducti on of $500, 000 from FY 2017 enacted | evel s.

And then in terms of -- Martha tal ked about the
continuing resolutions, and we are watchi ng that
closely. And in terns of staffing, our Needles field
office has seen -- has a substantial nunber of
vacanci es, so fol ks working within the Needl es office
probably have recogni zed staffing chall enges. So we

are putting a lot of energy on filling the Needl es
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field office and getting their staff whole.

Also, wth the reduction in budget funding, we are
focusing a lot of our energies on staffing up in areas
I n what we have called soft noney. So one thing we
are doing is we are working to stand up a team focused
on Sout hern California Edi son workload. And that's
because there is a mechanismfor themto provide
funding for that team So we are hopefully standing
up that team and that wll help relieve sone of the
wor kl oad district-wde with that teamable to focus on
t hat wor kl oad.

W are also looking to hire a few project nanagers
that will focus on nmajor projects district-w de, and
that's another effort to utilize external funding
sources and to get sone additional staff resources to
address those workloads. So we are excited to be
hopeful Iy noving forward and putting an announcenent
out to hire for those positions soon, as well.

W are working on -- still working on trying to
get what we call position description finalized to
hire a District Qutdoor Rec Pl anner Position, which
wi || probably have high interest to this group. That
position is going to be critical to hel p us address
sonme of the things identified in the special

recreation permt review. | think we had had a
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presentation on that a year and a half ago, and we
want to get sone nore nonentumto getting that
addressed, as well as there is a subgroup that hasn't
net yet, the Special Recreation Permt subgroup, and
that position will be key to helping facilitate having
a neeting of that group and actually getting sone
actions taken relating to that.

So in the interimwe did have a coupl e of
different people that served on a tenporary basis,
such as Dorothy that had been here serving in that
role. And she was a Washi ngton office enpl oyee, and
of course, had to go honme. And then we had Neal
Hamada, who is the recreation branch chief in the E
Centro office. And he served in that role formally
for four nonths and has been sort of hel ping us. He
wasn't able to totally divest hinself of that role, so
he has been helping us out in that role since his
tenporary assignnent ended. So we are happy to have
himhelp us just a little bit still. But |I would |ike
to get that position description finalized and be able
to recruit and hire for that position. So we are
focusing on that.

And on a final sad note, |I'mgoing to announce
that Jennifer, who is our -- she is our foundation for

the neetings that we have, the Desert Advisory Counci
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nmeetings -- Jennifer has been with us here in the
desert for 31 years. And she has over 36 years of
federal service. And she has accepted a position to
do her dreamjob as a realty specialist in Nevada at
the Battle Muntain field office.

(Appl ause fromthe attendees.)

So it's a bit uncertain when she m ght depart, but
just definitely celebrate her and her major
contributions to keeping things running and taking
care of all of our Desert Advisory Council nenbers
t hrough the years and everything she does to keep ny
life in order. So thank you, Jennifer, for everything
you do and definitely appreciate that. So | would
encour age you to touch base wth her and wi sh her well
on her adventures.

And that's the end of ny report.

CHAIR BANI'S: Thank you, Beth. That was a good
update. Do | have questions and comments fromthe
Desert Advisory Council nenbers for the Desert Manager
report? | have Al. Just throw up your hand if you
want to go next.

MEMBER MJUTH. Thanks for that |engthy report.
Coul d you go back and sort of reiterate what you had
to say about the DRECP | and wi thdrawal s, the dates and

what ever docunentation is available to | ook at that?
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DI STRI CT MANAGER RANSEL: Admittedly, | have the
date that the DRECP w t hdrawal application was
cancel ed and that was February 6. But | don't have
all the other details on ne right now. So what
happened was as the previous adm nistration was
headi ng out the door, we actually published a notice
In the Federal Register that filed an application to
withdraw 1.3 mllion acres of NCL |land in the desert.
And that filing of that application, the tenporary
segregation of those lands, which neans it sort of put
a tenporary wthdrawal frommning activities,
| ocation of mning clains -- let ne restate that.
Location of new mning clains on those acres that were
identified. And then this year, on February 6th, there
was anot her notice that was published that w thdrew
that application. So that segregation and the
wi thdrawal is not in place on those acres anynore.

And it was determ ned that there wasn't a high risk to
t hose | andscapes from sone mning activity that m ght
take place for new clains that mght be filed.

And what | will dois | will send out to this
group the Federal Register notice and the press
rel ease and all the materials we have related to that.

MEMBER MUTH:  Yes, | would like to see that.

DI STRI CT MANAGER RANSEL: That will state it way
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better than | have. | wll provide you the details.

MEMBER M TCHELL: Beth, on those |ands, how do
they affect the grazing allotnents that sonebody w |
tal k about |ater that we were tal king about a year ago
that they took out and there was no avenue for themto
relinquish? Wre those any part of those |ands or was
It just for mning?

DI STRI CT MANAGER RANSEL: The particul ar thing
that you are nentioning is the wthdrawal application
which was only related to new mning clains. So
actually, the mning activity or mning clains that
had been in place previous to that notice that was
publ i shed in Decenber, they could still mne. There
was a little bit nore process that would have to take
pl ace.

MEMBER M TCHELL: Thank you.

DI STRI CT MANAGER RANSEL: But | guess it's a
noni ssue at this point.

MEMBER HANEY: | would like to say thanks for
convening the neeting today. | knowit's a |lot of
work for the staff, and thanks for getting it in
before the end of the comment period. | would al so
like to take a nonent to rem nd ourselves that we
voted the last tine we nmet to convene a DRECP

subgroup, and we need to get that restarted. So |
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wonder if you could give us your thoughts on that as
to timng and nenbership.

DI STRI CT MANAGER RANSEL: W have done a call for
Interest in a DRECP subgroup. So | think maybe with a

different focus at this point it mght be worth

considering putting out another call, because we m ght
get other folks that would be interested. |t was not
formally -- selections were not made yet. W still

have all those application materials in place, but
t hat subgroup had not been stood up yet.

MEMBER HANEY: Then on a simlar note, | note that
we just celebrated the two-year anniversary of Mjave
Trails National Mnunent, and we are happy about that.
But there is no apparent progress on the nmanagenent
plan. | wonder if you could comment on that and if we
need a call for folks to join that subgroup.

DI STRI CT MANAGER RANSEL: You are correct. There
was a call for nomnations to the subgroup, and we had
not stood up that subgroup yet either. So there has
been sone effort and work that's happened behind the
scenes to prepare for Monunent planning to entering a
Monument phase for Monunment Trail. But we have not
yet gotten to where we are well-poised to initiate
planning yet. That's the best | can do as far as

update right now, but we can give sone thoughts to the

Personal Court Reporters, Inc.

Page:

25




10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

subgr oup.

MEMBER HANEY: One |l ast question. But it's
apparent after getting the publication about WEMO, it
| ooked |ike there were around 6300 mles of route in
the preferred alternative. So it |looks to ne |ike
that after this kind of making WEMO i nforned --

CHAIR BANI'S: Wuld you speak into the m crophone,
pl ease?

MEMBER HANEY: Ch, | thought | had. It |ooks like

after maki ng VEMO conformto the DRECP, that there has

been a net increase in routes overall; is that
correct?

DI STRI CT MANAGER RANSEL: | would actually have to
take a | ook at that closer. | don't have that answer

ri ght on hand.

MEMBER HANEY: Thank you.

DI STRI CT MANAGER RANSEL: | definitely invite you
and others to cone to any of those public neetings or
to touch base with our field offices that are
affected. And if there are questions |like that, we
want to nmake sure we get answers on that for you.

CHAIR BANIS: If | could, staying on the subject
of the DRECP subgroup that you suggested we reopen
nom nations for, are there any objections fromthe DAC

for re-opening the nom nations for that DRECP

Personal Court Reporters, Inc. Page:

26



10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

subgroup? Do we have any problemw th continuing to
accept the applications we already received and not
make nmenbers of the public resubmt? |s that okay?
Is that all right? Are those two pieces of advice
hel pf ul ?

DI STRI CT MANAGER RANSEL: The only thing | would
wonder fromthe Desert Advisory Council is that
subgroup was focused on inplenentation, | believe, and
| don't know if that is what we are | ooking for or the
Desert Advisory Council would want to have right now
as a subgroup focused on inplenentation. But naybe
when we know nore about -- after the presentation, we
m ght want to consider whether to work nore on an
effort of whatever that cones of this scoping phase.

CHAIR BANIS: | think that's reasonable for us to
consider for certain. The nature of the animl has
changed.

MEMBER MUTH: My comment was we shoul d have sone
| dea of what we are trying to inplenent. It's a
di fferent carcass now.

CHAIR BANIS: Let's revisit that toward the end of
t he neeting, then.

Any ot her questions fromthe Council nenbers on
t he Desert Manager's report?

MEMBER LONG  Just as far as scheduling future
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neetings for the Desert Advisory Council, our previous
nmeetings were on Saturday. | wanted to put that out
there. Saturdays are generally nore conveni ent
because nobst of us have day jobs. |If we could do

t hat .

CHAIR BANIS: Very good. And just to say that the
genesis of the neeting with the conversation that |
had with Beth and with Steve was in full recognition
of all the shortcom ngs with which we woul d be faced
here. | guess | was just very happy to see the
Advi sory Council had been given the green light to be
able to at |east get up and maybe go for a short jog,
per haps, before we are unl eashed for a full run. And
in recognition of that, | hope this wll just help us
gear up for the next neeting where | do hope we w ||
return to our regular type of schedul es and agenda.

So | hope that didn't upset you too nuch for ny
working with the Bureau to schedul e this neeting
today. | did feel it was valuable, at least if not
for us, for the nenbers of the public. And |'m
essentially super pleased that everybody nade it on
such short notice. Everything else | knew woul d be
wonderful, the only thing | was worried about. So
again, A, Crazy Al's drive com ng down from beauti f ul

Truckee River.
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| have questions fromthe public on the Desert
Manager's report. | had four cards that indicated
that. | have John Stewart, Sam Merk, Ron Schiller and
Mari e Brashear, if you have questions. And also one
fromElizabeth, so we have five. John.

MR. STEWART: CGood afternoon, DAC nenbers. |'m
John Stewart, consultant for the California Four-Weel
Drive Association. | appreciate hearing the update on
what is happening in the BLM A couple of points that
| would really like to ook at or find out if there is
addi tional information on. Like M. Mith, |I'malso
Interested in finding out a Website link for a
five-year plan. And as recreation was identified as a
maj or point of focus, | would like to see nore about
what is in store for recreation and appreciate the
fact that you are going to get a district |evel
recreation planner to assist on the Special Recreation
Permt issues. It's a welcone sight and sonet hi ng we
are really looking forward to have that cone to
fruition.

One thing not nentioned that is a major inpact is
t here have been news reports of a BLM reorganization.
That will have California BLMsplit into two, naybe
three different regions throughout the west. And as

that would realign the Southern California area, from
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publ i shed reports, | realize the Southern California
area nore into the Col orado pl ateau, including Nevada
and Arizona. And this is sonething that's of a high

| evel of inportance and interest to the peopl e that
live and recreate in the Southern California desert
region. So it's sonmething we need nore infornmation on
that, and we would like to see what is transpiring for
the future. So thank you.

MEMBER BANI S: Thanks, John. Sanf?

THE WTNESS: M nane is Sophia "Sant Merk.
Everybody calls ne Sam Thank you for having a Desert
Advi sory Council neeting. Thank you very much. |
want to rem nd everyone that the DAC cane forth under
Federal Land Policy Managenent Act, Cctober 21, 1976.
We were specifically called out as the Council, not a
RAC. Therefore, we should have had all the neetings
that we had prescribed under the anended Byl aws under
t he desert planning.

| have sone deep concerns that this neeting -- |
don't see a person here that is what you call an
el ected official. And | wonder about that. Even
t hough the Desert Advisory Council anended it, |
wonder, because according to FLPMA, it was
specifically called out that it should be an el ected

official to be at these neetings.
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| al so have concerns that the public did not get
enough notification under the Register, the Federal
Regi ster, and that is under the Anmerican Procedures
Act. And it gives us the guidelines for all agencies.
That came about in 1946. | wish that a |ot of the new
menbers woul d read sonme of the old docunents,

I ncluding the Desert Plan and what it really stood for
and what it really stood for the public. W
appreciate the fact the public is being able to talk
to the DAC nenbers. Thank you.

CHAIR BANI'S: Thank you. @ ad you could nake it
today. Marie.

M5. BRASHEAR: I, like Sam-- mne are coments
rat her than questions. For those who are new to the
Desert Advisory Council and who do not know ne, |I'ma
former DAC nenber. | served under the Secretaries of
the Interior Janes Watts, WIliam O ark, Mnuel Lujan
and Bruce Babbitt. |'m 78-plus years old. | have
been doing | and use for 49 years, primarily the
California desert, and | have sone of Saml s sane
concerns.

| thank you for having a DAC neeting. However, |
| ear ned about the DAC neeting on Sunday. | nmde sone
phone calls. Sonme people in the audi ence had never

heard of the DAC neeting today. People who wanted to
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be here couldn't be here because they didn't know in
time. | think, just to give you a sort of alittle
heads-up, the DAC in 42 years has never net in the

m ddl e of a week or on a workday in the mddle of the
day.

The public was promsed -- | think the one thing I
want to enphasize, when Beth tal ked about the VVEMO, we
were prom sed, the public was prom sed that the WEMO
woul d be finished, done, and it would drive the DRECP,
not the reverse.

MEMBER BANI'S: Thank you, Marie. | have Ron,
followed by Elizabeth. Ron, do you have comments?

MR, SCH LLER: It's been a while, Billy. Marie

and Sam stole all ny thunder, so I'mjust going to

make a few points here and call it good.

CHAIR BANIS: | will call you first on the next
one.

MR. SCHI LLER Yes. |'mone of the ones Marie
called. And yes, |'ma past nenber of Desert Advisory
Council. | haven't been to a neeting in a while
because we haven't had one. | know we have had a

coupl e schedul ed up in Ridgecrest, and they never
materialized. And I'mkind of frustrated, and a | ot
of other fol ks, because Congress felt it was inportant

enough to create the Desert Conservation Area Plan and
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I ncl ude public involvenent through a DAC, not a RAC.
And that's defined in public | aw commonly known as
FLPMA. And that should be honored.

When | was on the Desert Advisory Council, | could
remenber several tinmes waiting for an hour and one
time even postponing it for a while because we didn't
have an el ected governnment official present at the
nmeeting. Isn't that still a requirenent? Isn't that
supposed to happen before you call the neeting to
order? Like | said, like Marie and Sam said, | never
heard of a DAC neeting in the mddle of the week at
noon. | do recall many, many, many DAC neetings on
Friday and Saturday with field trips. And it's
I nportant to the public and the people who live there.

Everything you fol ks do has an inpact on ny | ocal
comunity. |'ma rockhound. |[|'ve lived in R dgecrest
California since 1957. In 1957 there wasn't a | ot of
stuff to do in Ri dgecrest excepting out on public
| ands, while if you lived in LA or even down here in
Barstow and Victorville, you still have a |lot of stuff
to do. In R dgecrest we don't. W depend on the
public lands for hunting and fishing and recreation,
getting out of the heat in the sumrer, getting up in
hi gher country. So | want you to know that what you

do inmpacts us directly. And | think that's about
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all -- oh, and the Federal Register notice. | went
back and | ooked at the Federal Register notice for
this neeting, and it was March the 9th. Was that 10
days, sonething like that? That's way too short for
peopl e that get together, although it don't nake any
difference if you are not going to advertise it. Ten
days before the neeting, people won't show up anyway.
You mght let us know a little earlier and have it so
wor ki ng people can cone to the town and put in their
I nput .

Thank you very nuch for your tine.

CHAIR BANI'S: Thank you for com ng out, Ron.
Li sbet ?

M5. THORESEN:. My nane is Lisbet Thoresen. |I'mthe
public | ands representative for the San Diego M nera
and Gym Society, Inc., SBMG for short. W are the
| argest gem and mneral club in the State of
California and one of the largest in the United
States. |I'malso the chair of the Public Lands
Advi sory Commttee, South, for Southern California,
for the California Federation of M neral ogical
Soci ety, or CFMs for short. W do the acronyns too.

First, I want to say how very glad | amfor this
Desert Advisory Council neeting, albeit during the

m ddl e of the week out of regular order, which
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convenes for the first time since February 23 | ast
year. The Desert Advisory Council neetings are the
nost inportant we, the public, have to engage in the
BLM by the Council to learn what is going on, what is
bei ng planned, and to provide us an opportunity to
give sonme input. So | just want to say thank you.
The rockhound community has m ssed you.

| would like to say further the suspension of the
Council's activities have had the effect of being an
opaque barrier, the result being the silencing of the
BLM and its activities, |leaving the public in the
dark, even as planning and deci sions are bei ng nmade
behi nd the scenes on sone of the nobst consequenti al
proposals and i npl enentations related to public |and
managenent .

So | have a few questions and requests. First,
woul d the BLM pl ease post on its website sone progress
reports, if you wll, that provide sone details on
what you guys have been up to and give us sone
I nformati on on the backl og of past years' activities
so we know what is going on and the status of various
projects, sonething a little nore substantive rather
t han t he News. Byt es.

And second, if BLM does post these reports or

briefs, could you please send it out in a broadcast
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e-mail containing the hyperlink to the URL destination
Web pages and nmake sure that these URLs are permanent
destination |links, because very often many of our

cl ubs post these URLs and after your |atest BLM Wb
site overhaul, a lot of those |links becone dead |inks.
And we want to nake sure there is a pernanent
track-back to sone of the inportant docunents that you
do produce and make available to the public. Thank
you.

CHAIR BANI'S: Thank you, Lisbet. N ce to see you
t 0o.

Are there other comments or questions regarding
Itenms not on the agenda? John. W are noving
t hrough, fol ks.

MR. STEWART: CGood afternoon. John Stewart,
California Four-Weel Drive Association. One thing |
would like to bring to the Council's attention is that
a recently released Bureau of Econom cs report -- and
this cones out of the US Departnent of Commerce --

I ndi cates that outdoor recreation is 2 percent of the
gross donestic product in 2016. And what is further
interesting is that when the growh rate of the
overall econony during this tine frame was a nere
anem c 2.8 percent, recreation was growing at a rate

of 3.8 percent. | would request that the Council | ook
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at this report about the inpact of recreation and put
that to the agenda for future Desert Advisory Counci
nmeet i ng consi derati on.

It's evident that the Bureau of Econom c Anal ysis
says that recreation is the fastest growi ng industry
around, and this is also reported by Forest Service
and BLM reports dating back sone 20-plus years when
recreation was a nere blip on their reports. And it
I's now shown that throughout the public |ands,
recreation is a viable use of the |ands and public
wants to get out and view the public |ands that we
have.

When you start | ooking at the | and nanagenent
desi gnati ons, these adm nistrative designati ons you
are throw ng around, we believe this has an adverse
I npact on public availability. So please, | request
that we |l ook at the econom c inpact for future DAC
meet i ngs.

And al so, sonmewhere in the future, | would like to
| ook at or hear what is happening with the Mjave
Trails National Mnunent. That plan seens to have
dropped into oblivion with no informati on avail abl e.

CHAIR BANI'S: | have speaker requests for itens
not on the agenda fromthe Friends of Juniper Flats.

Jenny, would you like to go first? And | take it you
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woul d like ne to pass these out to ny col |l eagues?

M5. WLDER: Jenny W/l der, Juniper Flats. And we
have three itens of interest, two different recreation
pursuits. One is recreational shooting. The Juni per
Flats subregion is within the shotgun only area south
of Highway 58. It's just north of the San Bernardino
Nat i onal Forest and just south of Apple Valley. 1In
this area the shotgun only stipulation is not being
enforced. And on one occasion ny husband and | were
hi ki ng out there and bullets went whizzing by. And
when we cane across the shooter, it was a San
Bernardi no County sheriff in training. He had a

badge, and | don't know what kind of weapon, sem or

automati c weapon. | don't know what it was. He
basically said, "I didn't know anybody was out here."
This is a shotgun only area. | would assune that

the sheriff's departnment woul d know about that, but
they didn't, along with a multitude of other people.
In the hand-out there is also a couple of pictures of
shells that we routinely pick up in various |ocations
I n Juniper Flats on the top of hills, in areas where

t he shooters have apparently been shooting into the
bushes where there are hiking trails on the other side
that you can't see, et cetera.

So | have been in contact with the Barstow office
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and al so the County of San Bernardi no, and they are

working it out since 2016, because this incident was
In 2016. So they are working it out, but | haven't

heard anyt hing and not hi ng has happened. It's still
goi ng on.

So | would like for the Desert Advisory Council to
| ook into this recreational shooting item W need
signs and brochures that are specific to shotgun-only
areas. And maybe -- | don't know if the off-road
areas are no shooting. Wiy is that? How does that
happen? Can we have that in Juniper Flats al so?

Anot her itemof interest is the special rec permt
for hiking. | was a hike leader. | was told that |
woul d need a special recreation permt to take a group
of hikers into Juniper Flats. | would need to do that
nont hs ahead of tinme and pay and give a map. Well,
there are no hiking trails in Juniper Flats, so that
woul d have been kind of inpossible, other than saying
we are hiking in Juniper Flats. So | would |ike the
Desert Advisory Council to | ook at the special rec
permt process for things like hiking and small
gr oups.

Al so, there is no notice in the area or on sone of
the brochures there is no indication that a person

doing a group activity mght even need to look into a
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permt. And we have a permt on-line for canpfires
and wi | derness permts. You just go on-line, you fil
out the form you |look at the video and you print out
your permt. Sonething as sinple of that would be
great for small groups of activities.

CHAIR BANI S: Thanks, Jenny. Three mnutes are
up.

M5. WLDER: | have one other item Hiking
trails. W have no designated hiking trails in the
Juni per Flats area, even though hundreds hi ke out
there every year. | want you to know that the BLM
doesn't seemto have a way of finding the hiking

trails, so when they are nonitoring out there, they

don't have any way of docunenting what they see. |If
they see a narrow little trail, | don't know what they
do with it. They just ignore it, | guess, because
they are not on the maps. | did submt one copy of

sone of the trails |I'mtalking about.

COUNCI L MEMBER BANI'S:  Thank you. If there is no
objection fromthe Desert Advisory Council, | think it
woul d be good referral to our SRP subgroup. That's
what we are hoping to take on is those exact sane
I ssues. So that is on the Desert Manager's -- in her
notes that we do want to restart the process. You can

see that there are still concerns fromthe public over
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the confusion of applicability and necessity of
special recreation permts. I'mstill in favor of
havi ng that subgroup nove forward and advi se the
Desert Advisory Council on that in the future.

Simlar to that, the itemregardi ng the desi gnhated
hiking trails in Juniper Flats would be in the VM)
t he West Mbj ave Designations that were just rel eased
| ast week and the new Travel Managenent Pl ans do have
foot trails and hiking trails designated in that new
VEMO. | haven't been able to go through all the maps
to be able to see if that applies in your area, but ny
understanding is we are going to do our best to
schedul e anot her DAC as soon as possible to be able to
be wthin the tine constructs of the Wst Mhave pl an
commenting period, again, perhaps up in R dgecrest.
And | think that this designated hiking trails and
per haps the recreational shooting discussion | think
fits in WEMO because the West Mjave al so has neasures
wWith recreational shooting and things like that within
the Desert Tortoise ACEC s and the National Landscape
Conservation System | ands that were recently
desi gnat ed.

So |l wuuld |like to refer those two itens to the
subgroup and our future WEMO decision. Billy, | hope

| didn't take the thunder out of yours.
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MEMBER M TCHELL: You forgot |'m seventy and |
forgot what | was going to say. There is none on
Hodge Road and even in shotgun only, they were
supposed to have a hunting license. And there is
sonething to shoot at. You can't go out and shoot
skeet and stuff |like that. That's what | was told and
my wfe and | ran because we had a terrible problem
there. And | would like you to get ahold of Mark
Brown back here. There is a different set of rangers,
an attitude with the rangers at the BLM now, and |I'm
sure Mark can give you a card. They have done
extensive work on Rattl esnake Canyon, not just
shooting but OHVs, nunerous tickets. They had a
ranger, they are working on right now -- and excuse
me, Mark, | forgot his nane. But between Juni per
Flats and Rattl esnake Canyon. W are al so working
wth an MOU with the sheriff's departnent -- we don't
know how far that's going to go yet -- to utilize both
of themtogether for all the problens that you are
havi ng and the ranching industry is having. So | hope
t hat hel ps you. Thank you.

CHAIR BANI'S: Any conments or questions, comment
cards for itens not on the agenda? Barbara Hanpton,
al so fromFriends for Juniper Flats, comments. You

have three m nutes on the fl oor.
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M5. HAMPTON: Sone of this will probably be
redundant. Barbara Hanpton. | have lived in the high
desert now for well over 30 years. And this is a
fairly residential area that abuts all of this desert.
And friends and | go hiking quite a bit. And our
concerns are also with the preservation of what we
have: the wildlife, the plants and the children. Not
a year goes by that soneone goes off trail, because we
don't have many trails, gets injured, falls, drowns,
has to be helicoptered out of our public | ands because
we don't have the designated trails. So they go
wandering. And quite frankly, on the fewtrails that
| have been on, like Bonita Vista, which Friends of
Juni per Flats helped to create, Straight Falls, | have
I nvari ably cone across nmassive piles of shotgun
shells. And ny concern is equal. Even if the shotgun
Is allowed, and | use firearns, they are near trails
that are preexisting. There is no signage telling
peopl e how to take care of thenselves or specific
areas to shoot, which | think would be trenmendously
hel pful. Oherwi se, they won't be attracted to go to
Straight Falls. And people conme here to Juni per
Flats. | have net people from Los Angel es, Riverside
and Big Bear. So it's a drawi ng point, especially

around Straight Falls.
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And I'mreally concerned if we could only just
have, even aside fromdesignated trails, sonme signage.
What do you do when you see a rattl esnake? No, you
don't shoot it. You are going on a designated trail.
Bring water. Sonethi ng educational so that when the
children | eave, they are not only wal king on their own
two feet, they have | earned sonething. That's all.
Thank you.

CHAIR BANI S: Thank you, Barbara. |s this your
first visit to the Desert Advisory Council?

M5. HAMPTON:  Yes.

CHAIR BANI'S: | thought so. Wlcone. Forgive ne,
Council menbers. One nore card | did not see. |
m ssed a comment from Sam regardi ng the previous itens
not on the agenda. This is her D strict Manager
report question. | got these m xed up on the agenda.

M5. MERK: |'msorry, too. | have a question in
regards to the District Manager's report. She
mentioned that there was 500,000 K | ess, but she
didn't say what the top nunber was for the whole
desert. How nuch do you receive in the desert to
manage this area? If you did say it, | didn't hear
it.

Al so, we used to get witten reports fromthe

director and fromthe field nmanagers' reports. And I
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find that lacking in this neeting al so.

There is one other topic, too, the WId Horse and
Burro Act. And | know that there has been sone cut-
backs, and it will deeply affect the Ri dgecrest area
because we do have a hol ding area for the horses and
burros there. And we haven't had a report on that in
quite sone tine, so that should be brought up through
the DAC. And maybe you could find that information
out for me. Thank you.

CHAIR BANI S: Thanks, Sam Ladies and gentl enen,
Desert Advisory Council nenbers, that concludes the
public coments on Desert Manager report and itens not
on the agenda. It's tinme for an afternoon break. W
had a 15-m nute afternoon break scheduled. W are a
few m nutes ahead of schedule. Let's nmake this 15
m nutes, a return at 1:35.

(Afternoon recess from1:19 to 1:37 p.m)

CHAIR BANI S: Thank you, everybody. If we could
begin to take our seats, | will convene the next
session. Thanks, everybody, for a quick return to the
neeting. It's awesone we are still plugging right
away. Call the neeting back to order at 1:37.

| mssed an item Council Menbers' Reports. Do |
have any Council Menber reports? Al, you have the

fl oor.
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MEMBER MJUTH. Thank you. |'ll start ny report by
saying you all | ook about a year ol der, except for ne.
But this has not been a year to instill happiness in
me. There have been a | ot of issues that have
conti nued on down the |line w thout our input, and I
would i ke to request several issues to be put on
future agendas. But | wll do that toward the end.

But right now !l would |like to address sone
coments to the subject of the neeting today. The
DRECP, and M. Scofield, |listen up because |I have sone
things that | would like you to address, and | hope
you wi Il sort out in your presentation.

| have read Executive Order 13783, and then the
BLM Notice of Intent published on February 2, 2018.
And can you explain to ne how the Executive O der
transl ates to reopening the DRECP to increase
opportunities for ORV access, mning access and
grazing. None of those issues were raised in the
Executive Oder, and it seens that sonehow or other in
the Star Wars continuumat Interior, all those issues
got shoved in there. And is there any science to back
up a call for new access? | would like to hear
sonet hi ng about that.

I would also point out that in my opinion, we

spent ei ght years, 14,000 plus public conments, heaven
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only knows how many mllion of dollars on the DRECP,
and in the stroke of a pen, any reason to have faith
in the Bureau? Their word or the process has gone out
the window. | nean, how are you planning to
reconstitute what has been lost in the reopeni ng of
t he pl an?

What about the state and the other stakehol ders?
| am not aware of any state agency or politician from
CEC, Feinstein, our senator, any agency in the state
that's in favor of reopening the plan. Could you sort
of help nme out there? Yes, | knowit's on federal
| and, but you do have stakeholders. Before |l really
get upset, | think I wll end it there. |If you could
address sone of those issues | would appreciate it.

CHAIR BANIS: Since Russ is giving the
presentation on the DRECP next, can you find a way to
I ncorporate that? And | can keep those on ny list or
do you want to junp right on thenf

MR. SCOFIELD: If | don't cover them just refresh
my nmenory and rem nd ne.

CHAIR BANIS: Very well. Thanks, Al. Anything to
report fromthe last year? Jinf

MEMBER KENNEY: People in ny area have |ost all
faith in the BLMas far as the Wbsite goes. Most of

t he people, nyself included, find that about 60 to 75
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percent of those |inks that have been sent out and/or
sent to us by other people are frequently not worKking.
And it's really frustrating to tell a constituent,
here is where you go find that information. And you
go to a page that won't open, especially on Friday or
t he weekend. There nust be absol utely nobody hone to
make sure those pages are there. It really has -- in
nmy area has really hurt the validity of the BLMs
whol e prem se of managi ng the desert.

CHAIR BANI'S: Thanks, Jim Just two itens on ny
side. First | would Iike to thank the Ri dgecrest
Publ i ¢ Lands Roundtable for their resolution of
support for the Desert Advisory Council at the tine
that the Council was -- the hiatus was announced. |t
was very nice to hear we had support throughout the
desert community for what we do.

And the second is late in February |I had the
privilege of testifying at the Subconm ttee on Federal
Lands for the House of Representatives on
Representative Cook's bill that woul d designate
w | derness and OHV wi |l derness areas. And that was
really a joy to do, and if anybody has any questions
about what it is | said, |I'd be happy to talk to you
during the break.

That said and done, if there are no objections we
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woul d |like to nove on to the presentation.

Russ Scofield fromthe BLMw || be nmaking a
presentation on the California Desert Conservation
Area Plan and the floor is yours, Russ, unless you

would i ke to make an introduction to him

DI STRI CT MANAGER RANSEL: | woul d just suggest,
since it wll be behind us, we just --
MR. SCOFIELD: Right. GOkay. |'mgoing to stand

away fromthe |lectern because it seens to nake a | ot
of noise, so hopefully this wll work. GCkay.
Perf ect.

So |"mgoing to go through sone slides, and then
we wll take sone questions. And | wll try to
address your points as best | can, Dr. Muth. And as |
said, if | don't, then please flag ne.

So what I'mgoing to talk about today is the
proposed Land Use Plan Anendnent to the | and use pl ans
underlying the area covered by the Desert Renewabl e
Energy Conversation Plan. So the purpose of today's
briefing, at least, is to provide information to you,
the Desert Advisory Council nenbers, that would help
you fornul ate any advice that you would give the
Bureau on this plan amendnent. So just a rem nder, as
Randy said earlier, this is not a public scoping

nmeeting. We will talk alittle bit about the public
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scoping period, but this is not that public scoping

nmeeting. And any comments nmade in the neeting today

wi Il not becone a part of the public coment scoping
report. |If you do have comments, then those need to
be made. And again, | will provide that informtion.

But those need to be made through the proper channels.
So I'"'mgoing to talk alittle bit about the | and
use plans as they exist today. The current |and use
plans talk a little bit about the scoping process,
where we are with that. And then what the next steps
are. And then one thing before | get started, this is
a recurring question that we got in the public scoping
neetings. |Is the DRECP still in effect? Wat is the
status of the DRECP? And the answer to that is yes,
the | and use plans as anended by the DRECP are in ful
force and effect until such a tine they are further
amended. So for now, everything in the desert is in
conformance with the DRECP. And then also before |
get started, there are sone nmaps that you shoul dn't
try to squint too nmuch to read because we have copies
of the maps along the wall. And then Steve and |
t al ked about al so nmaki ng PDFs of the maps available to
t he DAC nenbers, but they are al so available on the
e- pl anni ng website which I will give you the link to,

t 00.
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So let's tal k about the planning area overvi ew.
So as | said, what we are tal king about here is the
three | and use plans which underlie the DRECP. And
those are, of course, the California Desert
Conservation Area Plan, which you are all very
famliar with. And then also a portion of the Bishop
Resource Managenent Plan and a portion of the
Bakersfi el d Resource Managenent Plan. So as you al
know, those three plans were anended by the DRECP in
2016. And the goal of the DRECP was to support
streanl i ned renewabl e energy devel opnent as well as
provi de a conservation strategy that supports nultiple
use upon the public | ands.

So a picture again of the planning area, again a
pol ygon you have all seen many tines, roughly 22
mllion acres of federal and nonfederal |and, seven
counties, Inperial, Inyo, Kern, LA R verside, San
Ber nardi no, San D ego. And of that there are about 11
mllion acres of BLM nmanaged public |ands. Those were
across seven regions out here in the desert, plus
Bi shop and Bakersfield. You are all aware of this.

BLM does not make pl anni ng deci si ons and does not
have jurisdiction on anything except for the yell ow
part of the map, the public | and adm ni stered by BLM

Let's tal k about what the current |and use plans say.
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So renewabl e energy developnent: Currently we
have 388, 000 acres of transm ssion-aligned devel opnent
focus areas or DFAs that are identified for w nd,
sol ar and geot hermal devel opnment. Mbst are not
t echnol ogy specific or to use of our geothermal
public. Those are the areas that are sort of bright
pink on the map. There are al so about 40,000 acres of
what we call variance processed | ands. Those are the
| ands that may be suitable for renewabl e energy, but
they weren't necessarily the ones that the industry
sai d was super valuable for renewabl e energy
devel opnment. And on various processed | ands, we can
accept an application for renewabl e energy, but they
have to go through the variant process, which is
prescribed in the West Watt Solar PEIS, which preceded
t he DRECP.

One inportant note here is the renewabl e energy
applications that we receive in the DFAs, the bright
pi nk areas, those are streanlined under DRECP.
Streanl i ned neans they receive a higher priority to
work on; that potentially they can be anal yzed at a
| ower | evel of NEPA; that the DRECP bi ol ogi cal opinion
will apply to those projects. Various processed | and
projects are not streanmlined and in fact, actually a

hi gher bar for analysis that needs to occur on those
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| ands.

Conservation lands: So we have, across the three
pl ans, we have about six and a half mllion acres that
are managed for conservation in several different
allocation. The California Desert National
Conservation |lands, those are the |ands that were
establ i shed pursuant to Public Law 10111, those | ands
that are managed for conservation purposes within the
CDCA.

We al so have areas of critical environnental
concern, which | know you are all famliar wth. And
then over in the Bakersfield Field Ofice, we have
sone land that didn't quite neet the rel evance and
I nportance criteria to becone an ACEC, but yet were
still inportant to be nmanaged for wildlife. And we
call those wildlife allocations. But that's outside
of the CDCA and only in Bakersfield.

So these lands really formthe backbone of the
conservation strategy at DRECP, and they were
identified for the conservation of inportant
ecol ogi cal, but also historical and cultural -- yeah,
there are sone cultural ACECs, also scenic and
wildlife val ues.

So recreation: | know recreation is a high

priority topic for many of you. W have approxinmately
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four mllion acres managed within the desert with a
recreation focus. And when we tal k about nmanagenent
for recreation focus, we are tal king about the whole
ganut of recreation, everything from hi ki ng and
backpacking to open OHV use. So these |ands do

I ncl ude the open OHV areas, but they also include many
of what your formally referred to as the |imted use
areas, limted route areas. And those recreation
areas are primarily in two designations: Speci al
recreati on managenent areas, and then al so extensive
recreati on managenent areas, or SRVMAs and ERMAs. O
course, we have to have fun acronyns.

So one thing of note that | wll stop and comment
on, related recreation, DRECP did not nake any route
of travel decisions. |t recognized the route
managenent plans that are in existence, in the NECO
area and NEMO area, and VWEMO, which we have al ready
tal ked about a little bit is ongoing. And there wll
be -- | don't personally have the dates with ne, but
"' m sure sonebody has dates here. But we know we wil |
be having sone public scoping neetings comng up in
the next nmonth or so. And those are the plans which
actually nake the route of travel decisions, not
DRECP.

M ning and mnerals: So DRECP recognizes the
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I nportance of high priority mneral areas. DRECP
provi des access to folks' mning clainms and really,
the existing plans provide for the devel opnent of
m neral resources, while also providing for the
protection of natural and cultural resources. In
associ ation wth devel opnent of the DRECP, a
programmati c agreenent was devel oped under Section 106
of the National Hi storic Preservation Act. And
really, what that progranmatic agreenent does, it
defines the roles both for the tribes and for other
consulting parties. And it devel ops a consi stent
process that will be foll owed throughout the plan
area. And the progranmatic agreenent al so establishes
a set tineline so project devel opers, renewabl e energy
proj ect devel opers wll know exactly what the roles
are and what process is and what the tine line is
consistently across the desert. And currently
government to governnent consultation with tribes is a
const ant ongoi ng process for BLM And just as | said
before, DRECP remains in full force and effect until
It's anended. Simlarly, the programmatic agreenent
and our commtnents in the programmatic agreenent
remain in place.

So let's talk a little bit about how we got to

where we are right now. So as, again, you are al
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awar e, both Governor Schwarzenagger and Governor Brown
created a pretty anbitious renewabl e energy portfolio
standard for the state. 2008 it was set at 33 percent
renewabl e energy, recently at 50 percent. And | hear
there is legislation now that would make it 100
percent. | don't know in what stance that |egislation
Is. Then we have a couple of executive orders. The
one Executive Order 13783, that's the one that

Dr. Muth nentioned, which is pronoting energy

I ndependence and economc growh. And then we have
anot her executive order, and this is sonething that
the president tal ked about at an agricul ture neeting,

| believe, in Tennessee. He tal ked about expandi ng

br oadband | nternet connectivity and renoving barriers
for expansion of that capability. So these are the
executive orders that we see cited in the Notice of

I ntent issued February 2nd, which kicked off the
publ i c scopi ng peri od.

Really, what BLMis trying to do here is to ensure
that, through our |and use plans, that we are able to
meet the intent of these executive orders. And that,
just as any administration steers the direction of
public | and managenent, we are trying to, as | said,
neet the intent of these executive orders to reach the

president's goals. So we will do questions for Desert
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Advi sory Council nenbers when we are done.

So that gets us to the Notice of Intent, which is
where we are right now So as | said, February 2nd,
2018, BLM published the Notice of Intent to kick off
the public scoping period that we are currently in.
And what we said was that we would anend --
potentially anend the three | and use plans within the
DRECP pl anning area. So we hosted eight public
neetings. Sone of you went to those neetings. | see
sone famliar faces. They were very successful. Lots
of public participation, which is good. And we are
really seeking comments in the public scoping period
on the potential inpacts that |and use designations
made in the | and use plans have on commercial scale
renewabl e energy as well as coments on other nultiple
uses on public | ands.

So how are comments being received? Via e-nmail at
that e-mail address, either electronically directly
into E-Plan. That address is where you can find the
PDFs of the maps. O via US mail to our state office
I n Sacramento. Electronic coments nust be received
by the 22nd, or mailed conmments nust be post-nmarked by
the 22nd. So once we are done, | can flip back to
this slide if you need to wite down these addresses.

So what conmes next? What are we doing with
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scopi ng coments? So comments will be placed into
three categories, basically. W wll bend the
comments into comments that would |l ead us to a plan
amendnent ; comments on issues that can be addressed

t hrough inplenentation -- there are a | ot of things we
can do for inplenentation that do not require plan
anendnent; and then the third categories of comments
that are either out of the scope of what we were
proposi ng -- sonebody makes a comment, we need to do
nore for tidepools in Arcada. Yes, but that's out of
t he scope of what we are tal king about here. O
coments just outside of BLMs jurisdiction.

So we wll then take those coments that we have
received and we will generate a docunent called a
scoping report. That scoping report will really tel
us what information we received fromthe public during
the scoping period, and that will guide us as we make
the decision as to whether we should pursue a | and use
pl an anmendnent and what that would ook |ike. And it
woul d hel p us frane the alternatives for that |and use
pl an anmendnent .

And if we do nove forward with a | and use pl an
amendnment, here are the steps. So we would formul ate
alternatives, as | said, incorporating the public

coments fromthe scoping report. And then we woul d
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rel ease a draft plan anendnent with an environnent al
anal ysis. And depending on the plan anendnent, it
could either be at an environnental analysis |evel if
it's a mnor plan anmendnent, or if sonething major, it
woul d need to be done with an EI'S. So we woul d then
rel ease a proposed | and use plan anmendnent and a fi nal
envi ronnmental analysis, again, either an EA or an EIS.
We woul d need to conduct a governor's consistency
review and a protest period. And then we woul d
publish a final decision and final |and use plan
amendnent .

So let nme instead of parking on this slide, let ne
go to the address slide. Randy, | will turn it over
to you for questions.

CHAIR BANI S: Thank you, Russ. It was good
catching up on that. An opportunity for the Desert
Advi sory Council to ask questions and to di scuss what
Is in front of us. Wwo wants to go first? Frasier.
Anybody el se?

MEMBER HANEY: Thank you, Russ. One comment from
an environnental protection standpoint is that we got
a great deal acconplished at DRECP for conservation of
the desert. At the sane tine as we were doing that,
our belief was that we woul d | eave many uses intact.

Open routes on designated trails. And one of the
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things that has cone up that's inportant to ne and |
think inportant to a | ot of people in the roomis the
way the DRECP has or has not limted casual surface
use, but specifically rockhounding. So | wonder if
you coul d answer the question, which is, does DRECP
limt rockhounding in casual surface use in any of the
| and use al |l ocati ons?

MR. SCCFI ELD: Now, DRECP doesn't specifically
addr ess casual use such as rockhoundi ng, per se. O
course, anything casual in use is going to be a very
m ni mal i npact on the environnent. And the whole idea
behi nd casual use is that it's casual, noncommerci al .
When the individual is done doing what they are doing,
you woul dn't know they were there. That's what casual
use neans. So DRECP in and of itself in any of those
all ocations doesn't really limt casual use.

And as | said, DRECP, not being a travel
managenent plan in and of itself, also doesn't really
do anything to either limt or expand access. So
If -- you know, if a mning operation, rockhound
operation, were to nove beyond casual use into the
comrercial realm whether that be through the need to
I ssue a Special Recreation Permt or if it's just
because of the size of operation, a comerci al

operation, then that mght be a little bit different
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story. Special Recreation Permts would have to be in
conformance with the |land use plan. They woul d have
to conply with the conservati on nmanagenent actions
wthin the DRECP. Simlarly, if it's a mning claim
a mning claim we are not going to deny reasonabl e
access to a mning claimant to work their m ning
claim However, we al so have performance standards
which that claimant wll need to adhere to. So does

t hat answer your question?

MEMBER HANEY: | think so. | need to go down to
Chuckwal | a DSM educationally, so using that as an
exanpl e of what | consider a rockhounding activity --
are you famliar wwth the House of DSM down in
Chuckwal la? I'mjust thinking of a place that a | ot
of people m ght know we coul d use as an exanple --

MR. SCOFIELD: Yes. So the point is, if you are
staying in open routes, you are picking up naybe a
handf ul of geodes or whatever for your own personal
use, than DRECP is not going to inpact that.

CHAIR BANIS: If | may, to get a little deeper in
the weeds, | do recall there may have been one, nmaybe
two very isolated CMAs within the ACEC wor ksheets that
may have identified specific |locations that there nay
be concerns about rock collecting interfering with

vertebrate activity or cultural or sonmething |like
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that. But it was very limted. It was one, maybe two
CMAs across the 130 ACECs. On the converse, | believe
t here was even one ACEC that has the name "rock
collecting" init. Sonething of that nature in it.

So even on the converse, there was one ACEC that was
actually set aside with the primary purpose of
fostering that collecting activity.

MR. SCCFI ELD: Yeah, you are right. There is an
ACEC down in the El Centro field office set for
cultural. There is no rock collecting because of the
scratch petroglyphs. So yeah, you are correct on
that. And I had another point which will cone back to
me at sone point in the future, | hope.

CHAIR BANI'S: Thanks for that. A, and then
M chel | e.

MEMBER MJUTH: | will give the floor over to
Mchelle. And then | would like to speak after that.

MEMBER LONG. | have a question on the process.
You nentioned that there is an Environnental
Assessnent done if you determne the need to anend the
LUPA;, is that correct?

MR. SCOFI ELD: Yes, that's correct.

MEMBER LONG  So the Environnental Assessnent
woul d not go out for a second round of public comrent?

MR. SCOFI ELD: Well, it depends. Environnental
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Analysis, let's call it an Environnmental Analysis for
now because we don't know what |evel of NEPO we woul d
be at. Depending on what we propose, we nmay be in
either the EArealmor EISrealm Cbviously, if it's
an EIS, then it could be draft EIS. [If it's an EA

t hen yeah, we would follow the process for how we do
the EIS, as well.

CHAIR BANIS: A ?

MEMBER MJTH: Ckay. |I'mstill not happy. Let's
start -- go back to the Executive Order, wherever |
have the nunber here. That on page 3 of 6 on the
order. It tal ks about reports that are due. Pardon
nme, page 2. Wthin 120 days of the date of this
order, the head of each agency shall submt draft --
final report detailing the agency's actions descri bed
In Section Ato the vice president, the OV director,
assistant to the president for economc policy, and so
forth and so on.

Was that report ever submtted, and if so, can we
see what it is? The report shall include specific
recomrendations that to the extent permtted by | aw,
could alleviate or elimnate aspects of agency actions
t hat burden energy production. That should be what's
gui ding the opening of the DRECP, in ny opinion.

MR. SCOFIELD: So | don't know the status of
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Interior's report under that executive order. | don't
have an answer for you on that.

MEMBER MJUTH:  Well, it's three-quarters of a year
overdue, if it hasn't been produced. | also didn't
hear anyt hi ng about how t he executive order transl ated
Into nore access for off-road vehicles, nore grazing
or mning activity that's nentioned in the Bureau's
Intent, was it? Federal Register? How did that
translate? Were did that cone fromand how does that
come out of this executive order?

MR. SCCFIELD: So, as | said when | was talking
about executive order, each adm nistration places
their finger prints on public | ands managenent.

MEMBER MJUTH: | realize that. But how did this
sausage get made? |t doesn't fall logically fromthe
start to the conclusion that was in the Bureau's
intent. | don't understand that.

DI STRI CT MANAGER RANSEL: Maybe | can junp in
there. That's a fair comment. W would have to | ook
at the order or the Notice of Intent with your
guestion in mnd in order to be able to provide a
robust response to your question. So on the spot, |
don't think Russ or nyself are quite prepared for
that, but we could get back to you. I'msure it's a

concern for you -- | can tell it is -- so | would
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encourage any lingering concerns either to be part of
what this group sends in for consideration or as part
of a personal comment on this scoping effort that's

t aki ng pl ace, because we don't want to | ose track of
t hose concerns. | think this should be part of the
process and gi ven consi deration.

MEMBER MJTH. | think it's getting back to Desert
Advi sory Council and everybody in this room the
public. And let ne go back and pick on Russ for a
little nore. You didn't nention consultation with
your stakeholders, to wit, the State. | realize this
Is an action only on public |ands, but what happens on
public land is not in a vacuum So was there any
consultation with state and state agenci es?

MR. SCCFI ELD: Yes, and | apol ogi ze for skipping
over that. | wote that down.

So was there any consultation with the state-owned
and NO in the proposed plan anendnent? No, there was
not. WII there be as we nove forward? Absolutely.
We have sent cooperating agencies invitation letters
to a variety of state and other federal and | ocal
jurisdictions. O course, any federal, state, | ocal
or tribal governnment can becone a cooperating agency.
So we certainly hope that while there was no

coordination with the state in the devel opnment of the
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NO, that as we nove forward, that the state will be a
cooperati ng agency and engage as whatever juncture
they feel nost appropriate and nost hel pful in the
process.

MEMBER MJUTH: Since the DAC shoul d be having input
to the Bureau, can we be made privy to the
correspondence? Can we have links -- that should be
public information. Can we have links to the letters,
the state's response? Look, we spent years on this.
| don't -- ny personal belief is | do not believe we
shoul d be excluded fromdeliberations at this point.

VI CE- CHAI R BURKE: Hear - hear.

MR. SCCFI ELD: As you said, all of that
correspondence will becone part of the public record
so we can talk about and simlarly, with the scoping
report as things start noving out of draft and into
final. The scoping report we haven't even started on
yet. So yes, we can certainly nake that avail able.

MEMBER MJUTH: Again, before | get too worked up, |
woul d vyi el d.

CHAIR BANI'S:  You can cone back for a second
hel ping. Billy, next on the list.

MEMBER M TCHELL: | asked a question about a
coupl e of leases that the BLMwas virtually sitting on

for, I want to say, ten years. It mght be 12 years
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now. And a |lady -- before you took over this project,
they were supposed to get back with ne. And | never
got any of the questions answered at the other Desert
Advi sory Council neetings nor to nyself. And | guess
what | want to ask you is what does this |and use plan
have anything to do with -- or this energy plan have
anything to do with renoving grazing | eases that were
not properly put out, that were applications filed for
in the Barstow resource area. Now, what does that
have anything to do with this energy plan? Go ahead
and answer that, and then | wll have another one.

MR. SCCFI ELD: The DRECP pl an anmendnent, yeah, has
energy in its nanme and al so conservation in its nane.
It really addresses all of nultiple uses on public
| ands, the idea being that in order to support
renewabl e energy devel opnent and other nultiple public
| and uses, you have to have the sufficient
conservation strategy. So DRECP did a variety of
things that weren't directly related to renewabl e
energy. For exanple, DRECP established the recreation
designations that | nentioned a little while ago.
DRECP al so established sone visual resource nmanagenent
categories that formerly had never been established
for the DRECP. So |'m not answering the why. [|'m

answering the, yes, it did inpact -- or | shouldn't
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say i npact, nade planni ng decisions for essentially
every nmultiple use which BLM manages.

MEMBER M TCHELL: | want to know how did they do
It? D d you guys do that when there was peopl e that
had applied for this in the resource area, and they
never even went and did anything? They said we are
going to take this up because obviously it's not being
used. But there were applications out there for it.
Did they do any of that research? O did they say we
are going to take this off and this off and we are
done. Apparently that's what they did. But they
still have never answered that.

The last thing I want to ask is on your public
coment that we go through here and the anmendnent
process to this, is there a way or are you going to
| et the ranching industry be able to put an anendnent
to bring those | eases back that were not properly
retired? There was no asking for any of those |eases
to be retired, bottomline, at the end. Now, are you
going to review this because | know there is sone
verbiage in there. | know people that asked this
question. And | personally want that at the next
Desert Advisory Council neeting on the agenda because
I want to know t he anmendnment process. Because we are

not as ranching industry going to allow that to happen
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I f we can.

MR. SCOFI ELD: So what | woul d suggest is that you
formul ate that as a comment.

MEMBER M TCHELL: It's already in.

MR. SCCFI ELD: That will be a part of that scoping
report that | nentioned, which will then lead us to
what ever we do for a plan anendnent, so that's the
best place for it right now

MEMBER M TCHELL: W will be kept on top of it on
the Desert Advisory Council before the final decision?
| guess that woul d be anot her question.

MR. SCOFIELD:. O course | can't predict future
Desert Advisory Council neetings. But I'mquite sure
we wi Il have nore than one Desert Advisory Counci
neeting before we get to a final decision.

MEMBER M TCHELL: Thank you.

CHAIR BANIS: | wll take a bite -- or Jim do you
want to junp in?

MEMBER KENNEY: |'m concerned about this
conservation strategy in which case they have al
these ACEC s. And how does the surface disturbance --
which is not sonmething we tal ked about in the first
coment what ever, and yet nobody has supplied a
realistic value of what that's going to be. W have a

nunber, 1 percent, but nobody has told us how rmuch of
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that ACEC is one percent. They give us a thing like
10, 000-to-1 view, which neans what? It doesn't nean a
thing to ne and nost of the people |I talked to haven't
a clue. The thought of limting an ACEC to 1 percent
in an area that's heavily mneralized and has been

m ned consistently, the disturbance is going to be
extensive. Yet | can't get an answer from anybody,
and nost of ny constituents can't. Were is that
going? Do we have a value? Do we have an exanpl e of
what that is going to look |ike? | sure want to make
a comment about it, but nobody can give us an idea of
what we are tal k |ooking at.

MR. SCOFI ELD: We have those val ues --

MEMBER KENNEY: W don't.

MR. SCOFI ELD: So there is a database that is
still being tested, which is why it was not made
available to the public yet, because it still has
quite a nunber of bugs init. But there is a database
whi ch the USGS has devel oped. They actually devel oped
It in support of the Geater Sage-G ouse, but we wll
be utilizing that database for DRECP to nanage those
di sturbance caps. And once the USGS fixes the bugs in
t hat database, then it will be nade available to the
public. And anyone with a conputer and |Internet can

| ook up the disturbance |evel of any ACEC.
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MEMBER KENNEY: The di sturbance has been |isted
for nost of themat 1 percent, but we have nothing to
base a coment on.

MR. SCCFI ELD: Well, yeah, so the disturbance
percentage -- it's 1 percent for sonme. It varies, but
t hat percentage translates into an acreage of what we
have on the ground. | thought that's what you were
aski ng about.

MEMBER KENNEY: No, we have no idea of how nuch is
al ready there.

MR. SCCFI ELD: How nuch what is already there?

MEMBER KENNEY: How nuch di sturbance.

MR. SCCFI ELD: That's what |I'msaying. That's
what dat abase shows you.

MEMBER KENNEY: W don't have access to that, so
how can we nmake a comment on sonet hing we have no
access to?

MR. SCOFI ELD:  You will have access to it. You
don't have access now. | would suggest that you nake
comments nore globally based on the percentages.

MEMBER KENNEY: Ckay. | don't think that answered
nmy question either.

DI STRI CT MANAGER RANSEL: Maybe | can junp in as
well. The current notice of intent, the scoping

period that's open, we are seeking comrents on what
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peopl e |i ke about the decisions made on the DRECP,
what deci sions you think should be nodified or what
you think shouldn't be there. |t has unintended
consequences or interfering with devel opnent or

what ever use you are interested in. So those are the
comments being sought. So if there is an ACEC t hat
has a 1 percent disturbance cap and you think that
woul d be interfering with your use, | would encourage
you to nake comments about that 1 percent disturbance
cap. | know the information isn't avail abl e about
what the base |line disturbance is today, but that
information wll be avail able soon. But in terns

of -- it's always good to have the information in
hand, so | don't disagree with that. But if the.

1 percent is concerning you, definitely that would be
a very val uable coment to have. And if you can
descri be what use you think it's interfering with or
what it is about that that concerns you, that's very
valuable and that's exactly the type of comment we are
seeki ng here.

MEMBER KENNEY: Won't this cone up in WEMO? |[s
that where this information is going to cone from
eventual | y?

DI STRI CT MANAGER RANSEL: The plan that's the

di stur bance cap, which would be the 1 percent, VWEMO
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woul d be using that disturbance cap to make deci sions,
I npl ementation | evels of decisions on the ground. So
they may nmake route decisions related to that 1
percent cap. |If the 1 percent is what is concerning
to you, that level is pretty mnimal in terns of

di sturbance, but | would encourage you to nake that
comrent during this DRECP scoping period, and then
there will be another bite of the apple. O this is a
bite right nowwth the WEMO effort, but there wll be
public neetings which will help informyour coment in
terns of the disturbance piece.

MEMBER KENNEY: Thank you.

CHAIR BANIS: | have Bob, and then Al, unless
there is a foll ow up.

MEMBER MJTH. It's a direct followup. One, |
note two days left in the comment period; and two,

St age- G ouse don't occur in nost of the ACECs, so is
this just a use of their algorithn?

MR. SCOFIELD: It's the sane algorithm and sane
dat abase, but you are right, it's just a conveni ence.
A dat abase woul d be devel oped for basically the sane
pur pose, so we just piggy-backed onto their stats.

MEMBER HANEY: If in an area the surface
di sturbance cap is exceeded, but a project still wants

to go ahead, whether that's a new road or energy
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proj ect or whatever it is, does that nean it woul d
stop a project? O does it just increase the
mtigation ratios?

MR. SCCFIELD: If an area is exceeding the
di sturbance cap, than that project can go forward with
mtigation, assumng they exist. So there are
mtigation rati os depending on the type of disturbance
IS occurring, whether it's new disturbance in an area
t hat has never been di sturbed or an authorization on
exi sting disturbance, then there is not even
mtigation required. And mtigation can either be in
the formof habitat restoration or acquisition of
undi sturbed area within that ACEC unit. So
absol utely, the project would go forward.

CHAIR BANI S: Bob, you have the fl oor.

VICE-CHAIR BURKE: As | have been trying to say, |
just went through this. It took ne over 18 nonths,
because of the National Mnunent. First it was DRECP,
the National Mnunents, and so on. And we dealt
specifically with disturbance caps to nove a wldlife
wat er system 300 feet. And it took 18 nonths to get
the permt because of disturbance caps. | understand
what you are saying about the algorithmand so on and
so forth, but Sage- G ouse and Bi ghorn Sheep don't get

along. The 300 feet and the actual disturbance cap
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for the area around the Cady Mountains, Billy, for
exanple, was 1 percent. And Katrina actually had to
go out and | ook for nore so that we were able to do
what we needed to do because the disturbance cap
exanpl e that they were using was inaccurate.

So | understand what you are saying, but it
doesn't work. Thank you.

DI STRI CT MANAGER RANSEL: Just to provide a point
of clarification, so Russell was providing information
about a database systemthat will help us to track the
basel i ne di sturbance that exists out there. So it was
devel oped for Sage- G ouse so we didn't have to pay for
a new system for baseline. Sage-Gouse has nothing to
do with this. W are just borrow ng a systemthey
devel oped for Sage- G ouse because they have
di stur bance caps too.

It's just a database where they had done mappi ng
efforts to determne -- to help us to determ ne what
t he baseline disturbance is of what exists on the
ground today. |'msure Russell could say this nuch
nore delicately. And they have inputted that into the
system so that not only the BLM and st akehol ders and
proj ect proponents, but the public, hopefully, at sone
point in the future would be able to | ook at that and

know what the baseline disturbance would be for any
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unit outlet out there. So it's just kind of a

dat abase interface. Though the disturbance caps are
in there and the baseline information is in there, the
di sturbance caps are really set by the plan. Like

t hat caused a mmjor challenge for you and your

project, we know that there has been sone

I npl enent ati on chal | enges, but we have been ki nd of
wor ki ng t hrough when this opportunity to canme to us to
take another | ook overall. And that's part of it.

In some cases there are what | would view as
uni nt ended consequences. | don't know if anyone would
have wanted the project such as yours that had the
difficulty you experienced to happen. And that's the
stuff we want to know about and we want to get that
consideration in that effort. | don't knowif you
wanted to add anything to the data |ine piece.

MR. SCOFI ELD: No, | think you covered it.

DI STRI CT MANAGER RANSEL: So | hope you do provide
I nformati on about that during this process.

MEMBER LONG | think you pretty nuch answered ny
first question here. So these data caps are above and
beyond exi sting disturbance; that's correct, right?

MR. SCOFI ELD: They include existing disturbance.
Al'l di sturbance on | andscape.

MEMBER LONG Al l disturbance on the | andscape,
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and the 1 percent would be beyond that or is it
i ncl udi ng, including the baseline. It seens |ike we
have gone beyond that in a nunber of areas.

MR. SCCFI ELD: There are a nunber exceedi ng.

MEMBER LONG M second question is as far as
t hese di sturbance area caps, we are calling it the
Desert Renewabl e Energy Pl an, but these disturbance
caps apply to all projects, not just renewabl e energy
projects; is that correct?

MR. SCOFI ELD: That is correct. |In fact, these
di sturbance caps only apply wthin ACECs and
California Desert National Conservation Land, which
are renewabl e energy exclusion areas. They obviously
don't apply where we are basically managi ng t hose
areas for renewabl e energy.

MEMBER LONG Ckay. So the nmmjority of the caps
In these plans do not refer to nonrenewabl e projects
Is what it sounds |like, then?

MR, SCOFIELD: Well, it would apply to any type of
right-of-way or authorization or what have you that
BLM woul d i ssue that happened to be in an ACEC or
California Desert Conservation Land area.

MEMBER MARTIN: | would like to follow up on that.
The caps do affect significantly nonrenewabl e

resources because there are nmany unpatented ni neral
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clains that fall within these newly created ACECs. So
wWith these very mnimal disturbance caps that range
from.1 percent to 1 percent, when you take into
account existing disturbance, that |eaves very little
area |left for any type of nonrenewabl e energy

devel opment. So essentially, a lot of these m ning
clains that are legal and active that are on federal

| ands becone wort hl ess.

MR. SCCFI ELD: So again, in the instances where we
are exceeding the cap, that doesn't nean the project
stops. That neans it exceeds with mtigation. |If the
unit is under the cap, then we are green-1lighted,
regardless. So | wouldn't say it precludes access to
any mning claim It mght add an additi onal
mtigation requirenent. But again, things |like that
are good scopi ng comrents.

MEMBER MARTIN: | have submtted that as a conment
I n the scoping. However, when you start an operation,
when you | ook at the cal cul ations and say you have a
1, 000-acre ACDC area and you have a 1 percent cap,
there are 10 acres that go towards m ning or any type
of devel opnent, nonrenewabl e resources. So it |eaves
you very little area. And | feel that -- and | have
submtted these comments that that needs to be

reviewed. And it seens like it doesn't really apply
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to renewabl e energy, solar energy. | nean, this is a
nonr enewabl e energy, pretty nuch, alnost a taking in
many cases of established m neral clains.

MR. SCCFI ELD: Just again, to be clear, the
di sturbance caps don't apply to renewabl e energy
proj ects because they are not allowed in areas with
di sturbance caps. So --

CHAIR BANIS: Could you also clarify when we state
exi sting disturbances, isn't there a differentiation
bet ween aut hori zed and nonaut hori zed di sturbances with
how t hose are calculated in the caps?

CHAIR BANIS: That's absolutely correct, and |
apol ogi ze for not making that clear earlier. So, yes,
we are tal king about existing -- when we are tal king
about di sturbance, we are tal king about all
di sturbance for the baseline. But when we tal k about
mtigation, when we tal k about whether mtigation
woul d be required and what that mtigation woul d be,
that's when the authorized versus unauthorized becones
a factor.

But for the baseline, we are | ooking at all
di sturbance, whether it be authorized, unauthorized or
whether it would be even a natural disturbance such as
awldfire. |If you are proposing a project in an

area that is already in an unauthorized di sturbance
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area, we are not going to require mtigation for that
addi tional project in the area that had authorized
di sturbance on it.
MEMBER MJTH:  This isn't a followup. This is
j ust openi ng sone new ground; fair?
CHAIR BANI'S:  Junp right in.

MEMBER MJUTH: Ckay. In your comments, Russ, you

stated | and use plans still in effect until anended.
How does that square with the -- | don't know how to
phrase this -- wthdrawal or wthdrawals of the m ning

segregation? So that would seemto be contradictory,
or am | just m sunderstandi ng?

MR. SCOFI ELD: Let ne go back and try to explain
that. So the pl anni ng deci sions BLM nmade in the.
DRECP t hat anended those three | and use pl ans, those
are in full force and effect. The segregation, which
Bet h spoke of earlier, we said in the DRECP ROD t hat
we woul d pursue the withdrawal of high priority
California desert conservation | ands. However, the
segregation and withdrawal, in and of itself, that's
not a planning decision. Wen we begin a segregation,
when we begin -- let me back up. When we begin the
wi t hdrawal process, those |ands are then segregated
for a period of two years. And then in that two-year

period we go through an EI'S period where we anal yze
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I npacts to the human environnent. W also do a

m neral potential report and then a separate decision
Is made by the Secretary as to whether those | ands can
be or should be wthdrawn. So that is above and
beyond BLM maki ng a pl anni ng deci si on.

So what | was speaki ng about when | said the plans
deci sions of the DRECP are in full force and effect,
what | neant is all of the allocations, all of the
CMA's, essentially anything else in the DRECP,
everything that you see in the DRECP | and use pl an
anmendnent docunent and it's appendi ces. Does that
clarify for you?

MEMBER MUTH:  Sort of. | will nove on. The
natural conservation [ ands and ACECs were identified
for the natural and cultural values. Wat has changed
in the last two years and what that is leading up to
Is in this effort to expand availability of lands for
ener gy devel opnent, where is that going to cone fronf
The |l ands are carefully divided up and desi gnat ed
under the DRECP. |It's a painful process. So if you
are going to change, whose pot are you going to take
it out of?

MR. SCOFIELD: | don't think we know the answer to
that yet as far as what in the science has changed.

That's sonmething that we are hoping to determ ne
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t hrough the scoping period. If folks have new

I nformation, new science that has changed that woul d
have sonehow changed the presence of the rel evance and
I nportance criteria for those ACEC s, then that would
be informati on we woul d hope to receive in the scoping
period. So, you know, it's really premature to

di scuss how al | ocati ons may change and what additi onal
| and m ght be unallocated for sonething el se and
real | ocated for renewable energy until we start
getting into the scoping coments and see what ot her
information folks are providing to us. That's going
to be a need for a followup question at a future
neet i ng.

MEMBER MJUTH. Perhaps this woul d be pre-decisional
on your part, but surely a future of this nmagnitude of
pl anni ng, there nust be a strategy sonewhere. R ght?

MEMBER SCOFI ELD: Can we go to the next question?

MEMBER MJUTH: | yield, M. Chairnman.

MEMBER ROBI NSON: | have sone fears, | guess.

This process, because our experience in the VWEMO was
that route designations have been brought into this
process also. And | commented on this previously that
t he BLM has chosen, because of econom c reasons as one
of the main reasons they cited, they were going to

sanple 1 percent of the routes and create a nodel to
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make decisions on routes as to cultural resources on
those properties. And | have a real serious problem
with sanpling 1 percent of the routes and creating a
nodel and maki ng decisions fromthat nodel on route
designations. And that's an easy process to
mani pul ate and create new properties and expand the
renewabl e energy process and at the expense of
cul tural resources.

MR. SCCFI ELD: So the Progranmmati c Agreenent has
as one of its appendices, yet to be devel oped
appendi ces, the devel opnment of a cultural sensitivity
nodel , and that nodel would hel p gui de di scussions
that BLM woul d have with potential applicants as to
what the various cultural sensitivities of the area
they are proposing to develop their project in would
be. It would be a discussion tool so that the project
coul d be designed to avoid the nore sensitive cultural
areas. That, in and of itself, would not then repl ace

the standard cul tural surveys that would need to occur

before any project -- and |I'm not speaking of routes
here; I'mtal king nore of right-of-way
aut hori zations -- but that would not preclude the

requirement to do nore intensive cultural surveys as a
part of the analysis for any right-of-way application.

MEMBER ROBI NSON: | guess the devel opnent of the
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nodel was done -- the field nostly was done by
tenporary enpl oyees just out of school, for the nost
part. They had no experience in the desert, and they
went out and did the best they could do and sanpl ed

1 percent. There is a lot of roomthere for

I naccuracy, | guess, and not intentionally and being
able to go out and do their best. But the routes -- |
nmean the sites that they were recordi ng and the size
of those sites and what they were actually seeing on
the 1 percent is going to take the 99 percent and
maki ng predictions. | just really have a problemwth
that. And that was for the route designation. |t
sounds like this process, because of econoni c reasons,
Is going to be applied to this process al so.

MR. SCCFI ELD: What you are speaki ng about was
devel oped in support of VEMOis totally separate than
what is occurring for DRECP under the Progranmmatic
Agreenment. So you are right. The process for VWEMO
was a 1 percent statistical nodel for cultura
resources, whereas the nodel that | spoke of is not a
statistical nodel. It's nore of, as | said, a
sensitivity nodel based on information we received
fromthe tribes, information that we know what are the
areas, and informati on we have garnered from pri or

cul tural surveys, site record fornms, and so forth,
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where are the areas that are nore sensitive for
cultural resources as opposed to the areas that are
| ess sensitive for cultural resources.

MEMBER ROBI NSON: The record surveys only exi st
where there have been previous applications for
projects in recent years, which is a very, very snall
portion.

MR. SCOFI ELD:. That's correct. There are also
ot her areas that we know are nore sensitive to
cultural resources, even though there m ght not have
been surveys there. W know certain areas of the
desert are inportant to tri bes.

MEMBER ROBINSON: | find over and over again areas
t hat were supposedly weren't supposed to be, they
were. The age of the sites, there is areas what there
I's no water now, where 8,000 or 10,000 years ago there
was wat er and people were there. And with erosion and
things, a ot of those sites have been covered up.

And on private lands we find nostly for energy

devel opnent happening. They are going down 6 to 18

I nches and finding all types of things that there was
not hing on the surface, and they are finding 8,000 to
10,000 artifacts just in the trenching and stuff for
the solar projects. And it's happened over and over

again, and | think that needs to be a consideration
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nore than just the 1 percent nodeling.

MR. SCOFI ELD: For DRECP right-of-way projects,
it's not being done with the 1 percent statistical
nodel. It's the standard O ass 3 survey, pedestrian
surveys.

CHAIR BANIS: The 1 percent is the WEMO
programmati c, not DRECP. But your discussion about
digging up for the projects and stuff is actually part
of the DRECP programmatic, and that's right on target.

MEMBER ROBI NSON:  Maki ng deci sions on-site based
on that 1 percent, | have concerns with that. Tal king
about expandi ng what's already been hashed out and
br ought forward.

DI STRI CT MANAGER RANSEL: | hope you have
comments, if you have concerns as far as the WEMO
public comments or even tribal consultations. | hope
t hose concerns do becone part of that WEMO process.

MEMBER ROBI NSON: | understand that's under VWEMO
process, but when you are going forward with this
process, | understand it was kind of out of left field
when all of a sudden you have to go back and
reconsider. And you are under pressure to find new
properties.

DI STRI CT MANAGER RANSEL: | appreciate those

comment s.
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CHAIR BANIS: | would like to take a shot, if |
may, in this break. Bob just stepped out and he w ||
be right back.

Wth respect to the inpacts on recreation, DRECP
and t he DRECP pl anning process, | nyself amvery torn
and anbi val ent on how | cone down on the question of
t he reopening of the DRECP. There are nenbers of the
recreation comunity that have drafted comments that |
have seen that seemto be supportive of reopening the
process. There are sone significant concerns of
theirs that they would |ike to see addressed right
fromthe very start again. Qhers are scratching
their heads probably simlar to the way | am because |
see this sonewhat as a two-edged sword.

Let ne start first with what | |ike very nuch
about the DRECP wth respect to recreation, and that
was t he excl usion of renewabl e energy devel opnent, in
particular, in the OHV open areas. Now, that
exclusion for renewabl e energy devel opnent actual ly
comes fromthe SERVA or the ERMA, but virtually all
the SERVA and ERMA | ands outside of the OHV open areas
I s overl apped by a conservation designation. So
excl udi ng renewabl e energy devel opnent from an area
that's not an OHV open area but has a vibrant and

wel |l -used trail system even if there wasn't a SERVA
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or an ERMA area, that energy exclusion would still be
enj oyed because of the overlapping ACEC or NLCs. So,
getting back to that point is outside of the OHV open
areas -- |let ne back up. Let ne say inside the CHV
open area where the real big dollars are comng for
these small comunities that are having a hard tine
finding two nickels to rub together, the CHV areas
have enjoyed that renewabl e energy exclusion. There
Is a desire in the executive order to perhaps carve
out nore energy opportunity for renewable. | highly
doubt that those additional opportunities will cone
fromthe deep, dark back country where we see very
hi gh bi ol ogi cal and conservation values. \Were we are
going to see, in ny opinion, additional energy
devel opnment opportunities wll be in places where the
bar is the I owest, the places were there nay be not
the kinds of inpacts to conservation or biol ogical
values. And it has been the history of the w nd
ener gy advocates to seek those -- to seek project
applications in those OHV open areas because they
sense a |l ower bar for environnental i npacts.

We fought very hard and al nost every OHV only area
had nore than one renewabl e energy project application
pending init. And it scared us very much, and it

al so cane right at a tine after the Congress felt the
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need to reduce OHV acreage for national security and
the mlitary needs. So when OHV saw their excl usion
and saw all the OHV areas woul d be safe from energy
devel opnment, that was really significant for us. |'m
scared to death that if we reopen this thing from
ground zero, froma conplete w peout all those |lines
and start over, |I'mjust concerned that renewable
ener gy devel opnent will cone into those OHV open
areas. | believe these are inconpatibl e uses, but
there are others that believe that they are not

I nconpatible uses. And |I'mafraid that that side may
w n that argunent.

Now, on the other hand, outside of the OHV open
areas, the SERMAs and the ERMAs may see the
protections for recreational activities trunped by
t hose overl appi ng conservati on desi gnati ons, because
as | said before, all of the 30,000 acres outside the
open OHV areas, all the 30,000 acres of the SERMAs and
ERMAs are overl apped by ACEC and NLCS. | did not have
a way to test ny concerns until just Friday, when the
West Mpj ave Route Designation Plan was rel eased. And
| am pl eased, even though it's just a nmatter of days,
I"mpleased it at | east cane out before this comrent
peri od ended, so at |east we have a chance to take a

peek for those of us who have tinme. And the West
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Moj ave -- and this is not supposed to be a discussion
about VWEMO and |'m not going to go too deep there --
but only to show that WEMO i s essentially one of the
very first |arge-scale planning processes post-DRECP.
The West Mpjave Plan will designhate the roads and the
trails, the green lines on the map. |In 2006, West

Moj ave Pl an designated 5,098 mles of roads. The
Court asked -- the Court invalidated the BLM s

net hodol ogy and sent them back to the draw ng board
and ordered the BLMto devel op a new desi gnati on pl an,
pre-DRECP. Using the Court's direction that if a road
has significant inpacts that cannot be m nim zed per
the mnimzation criteria, roads that cannot be opened
because of that would have to be cl osed.

The BLM | ooked at it in that way and also in the
converse, if there isn't an inpact, that it should be
opened. |If there is no reason to close it, the road
woul d be opened. That's the first way the 2011 draft
came out. That's where we saw 10,000 m | es being
proposed as not neeting the resource concerns that
woul d require the route to be closed. That's a
doubling of the route network. | know that made a | ot
of peopl e mad.

When the DRECP and the WWEMO was resequenced, the

West Mpj ave pl anners had a whol e new set of inportant
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si deboards, disturbance caps, managenent actions, a
whol e bunch of rules to apply to the managenent
process. This cane out on Friday at approxi mately
6,030 mles of trails. The baseline was increased
fromthe 5,098 to over 6,000 by taking into

consi deration rights-of-ways that had been granted
that were not counted in the original WEMDO as well as
routes of travel on newy acquired lands. So the real
increase in WVEMO in routes from 2006 to current is
about 300 mles. That's what you are really | ooking
at, 300.

But wait a mnute. Before DRECP, there was 10, 000
mles of trails proposed. So what changed from 10, 000
mles to 6,000 mles? One thing. DRECP. So | see
I npacts of DRECP on route designation. And | am
concer ned about how those were applied and now see
those two edges of the sword. So | knowit's been a
| engt hy presentation to explain nmy anbivalence. [|I'm
scratching both sides of ny head at the sane tine.
There is a risk of losing a wwn and there nay be a
possibility of w nning sonething we nay have | ost.

| think that some of the other conmunities may be
alittle nore solid in howthey feel. So this one is
tough for ne. And so going forward on that, | nean,

if I were to just kind of throw sonething el se here
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because nobody el se has yet and | hope sonebody may
want to, and since we do have a quorum we have the
ability to issue advice. And listening to what | am
hearing from people, |'m hearing sone saying they
don't want to see a full-blown reopeni ng and ot her
peopl e sayi ng, boy, we got stung over here and there.
Maybe there is a necessity for refinenent. | don't

t hi nk anybody is entirely 100 percent happy. | think
per haps nenbers of the conservation community that
have concerns about reopening DRECP m ght agree that
there certainly could be sone refinenents and
clarifications. | think ny friends in grazing could
feel the sane and maybe even fromthe m ning
comunity. And fromthe recreation conmunity |'m sure
they' re concerned about opening up that can of worns
and | osi ng sonet hi ng big.

So if there was sonething where the scope of
analysis could be limted to a kind of refinenent
rather than just throwi ng that whole baby out with the
bath water, it mght be a different way to approach
this. | know that's maybe confusing from an
adm ni strative side, but that m ght be sonething that
we could all nmaybe get around because one thing about
the Desert Advisory Council and its voting and advi ce,

one way to nmake sure that our advice fits all the
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categories and all the technical junk is to make sure
we all vote in consensus. That way we don't have to
worry about the details of different categories and
all that stuff. So if we could reach sone sort of
bri ef consensus sentence of a feeling that we have

t oday, naybe that we woul d be all owed a short anount
of time for nme to draft a letter expressing that
sentiment, maybe that's sonething we could do here
today to hel p provide sonme kind of input to the BLM
here at this eleventh hour in the planning process.

So just trying to put that out and see where we
can go, how can we deliver sone advice here today.
What are you thinking, A ?

MEMBER MUTH: M. Chairnman, was there a notion
hidden in all that?

CHAIR BANIS: Yes, so noved. But | know it wasn't
detail ed enough. | would like it in a notion.

MEMBER MJTH. It's not coming fromne. | thought
per haps you had one and just happened to have it
witten down here. Ckay.

MR. JENSEN: M. Chairman, can you open the public
hearing then go back and call for a vote? You m ght
get sone information because | brought sone
i nformation from Washi ngt on, DC

CHAIR BANIS: W want to put a question on the
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table for the public to cooment on. That's really
part of it. W need to get this alittle nore

| oosey-goosey and then we are really very nuch

I nterested what every one of you have to say with
respect about what we are about to do.

MEMBER MJUTH: | think it's standard procedure to
comment before the vote anyway.

CHAIR BANI'S: Before the vote. | would at |east
li ke to have a notion. Anyone want to give a thought
of it or shall | give it atry?

DI STRI CT MANAGER RANSEL: Can | just junp in and
say one thing in terns of the public coment period?
And | bet Russell was going to say sonething simlar,
but our public comment period officially closes on
Thursday. And it's nost hel pful for comments to cone
In so they can be included in that. However, you are
the Desert Advisory Council, and so we wll take your
comment and we will take anyone's comment whenever it
conmes in. To be nost hel pful and part of the scoping,
it's helpful if it comes in around that tine so it can
be considered in terns of what we are trying to figure
out what the scope is going to be for whatever we do
noving forward. So as gray as that is, | would say
the Desert Advisory Council will have a little

additional tinme for you to formul ate your response and
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your advi senent for us.

MR, SCOFIELD: Wth that, we would still want your
advice in the scoping report, which probably is three
weeks before we have a draft of that.

DI STRI CT MANAGER RANSEL: A little extra tinme and
we Wil squeeze it on in there, into the draft.

CHAIR BANIS: If | may, then, is this sonething we
coul d get consensus on to recogni ze i nherent
shortcom ngs of a planning process that |arge? And
recogni ze that the plan was to be an iterative plan
I nvol ving refinenent; that we woul d encourage a
process that utilizes that iterative refinenent to
hel p address the lingering concerns the stakehol ders
on the DRECP. | didn't wite it down because | know
sonebody el se is. Thank you, Judy.

MEMBER MJTH: M. Chai rman, how do you define
"iterative"? Is it a small-scale anendnent to the
Desert Plan? To what |evel do we take that definition
of refinenment?

MEMBER M TCHELL: Area of industry's concerns.

CHAIR BANIS: The DRECP did -- here is where | get
is little confused because over the tinme of the whole
pl anni ng and the stakehol der neetings and the
st akehol der process, there was al ways a fall back that

the DRECP did have within it, a process for
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reeval uation and reiterative updates and changes. |
just have to admt that when the final canme out, | was
| ooking for other things when it canme to reading. And
| did not verify exactly what that whol e process is,
but Russ or Beth, there is that conponent, is there?
O did that get thrown out and | am behi nd?

DI STRI CT MANAGER RANSEL: No, it's a conponent of

BLM s | and use pl anning process in general. So even
after a plan is issued -- so in this case a pl an
anmendnent -- we would still go back after a period and

assess, are we seeing the desired results, howis it
wor ki ng, are there things that need to be nodified?
So it's intended to be a |iving docunent, and if you
I ssue it and the planning period that we are | ooking
at is 20 to 30 years generally with our |and use

pl ans, we need to be able to adjust as needed through
those 20 or 30 years to nmake sure our plan is

rel evant.

And in this case, it's a little sooner than we
woul d normal Iy be looking at it. But on a broad scale
this plan, |ooking at such a huge pl anni ng area, that
50, 000-foot view, we have identified already that
there are a few areas where there have been chall enges
with inplenentation, so there is sone refinenment. W

have already identified some areas previously, and we
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are continuing to identify those, but refinenment is
necessary to nmake sure the inplenentati on works.

So, yes, it's a normal part of the planning
process to |l ook at the plan and nake adjustnents as
needed.

CHAIR BANIS: | would |like to keep it a living
docunent instead of shooting this dead and having to
birth anot her.

MEMBER HANEY: Those of us that are concerned
about opening up the plan, | know reopening the plan
Isn't a technical termfor |and use plan anendnent.
Don't reopen the plan, but none of us quite know what
that neans. And | think nmy concern is that while we
recogni ze that all l|and use plans are supposed to
evol ve, what the conservation community i s concerned
about is getting onto the slippery slope of unw ndi ng
the plan in a way that reduces it to rubble. You
could have the durability agreenent as an exanpl e of
carefully drafted conprom se that w thout the
conservation designations in the plan, that durability
agreenent that gives counties a way to mtigate on
federal |ands would go away. So |'m cautious of
getting onto a slippery slope and unw ndi ng the whol e
pl an.

So | think whatever we do has to be -- we have to
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find a way to limt our advice so we don't end up
pushing this thing over the cliff.

DI STRI CT MANAGER RANSEL: That's a good conment.
| just do want to nention -- as we are talking about
the DRECP and the plan being a |iving docunent, it
occurs to ne that we didn't bring the factoids that we
have been sharing in a lot of the public neetings. The
CDCA pl an has been anended -- the DRECP was anended
168 tinmes with the ROD that was signed for DRECP. So
that kind of denonstrates -- the DRECP is very broad
and far-reaching, and sone of those anendnents m ght
have been very narrow and specific to a project. But
t hat denonstrates how this DRECP plan has been a
living docunent since its inception. |'m not
advocating for a big, wde plan anendnent, but | want
to share informati on about how t he DRECP pl an has
evol ved through the years with 168 anmendnents to date.
And if there is another one undertaken, this would be
anmendnent 169, plus or m nus.

MEMBER MJUTH:  Your discussions are predicated on
a, quote, living docunent and evol ution of need and
refinement. This isn't the case. This is a
bl udgeoni ng of a plan, a stroke of a pen from on high.
That's why | am so very concerned about reopening this

thing. It's not an on-the-ground |ocal demand. And I

Personal Court Reporters, Inc.

Page:

98



10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

think the discussion of it as an evolution or |iving
docunent is totally inappropriate. Sorry, guys.

COUNCI L MEMBER BANI'S: After Billy, what | woul d
like to dois | wwuld like to float that notion and
get a second on it and turn it over for public
coment .

MEMBER M TCHELL: | think -- for the way | feel, |
t hi nk we ought to use the anendnent process for the
things that are not taken care of or that wasn't dealt
wth properly. So if every industry or whoever is
there go through that anendnent process and get that
particul ar probl em changed, if possible, wthout
redoi ng through the whole thing. |If we are going to
be able to use the anendnent process, | would rather
do it that way. That way it would help our industry
retrieve sone of the stuff that with just a stroke
took away with no avenue to do that. That's the way |
woul d feel. Thank you.

MR. SCCFI ELD: Randy, a couple of points. So keep
in mnd what | said earlier as far as if we do go into
a plan anmendnent that | tal ked briefly about at the EA
| evel, environnmental analysis |evel plan amendnent
versus an EIS | evel plan anmendnent. And keep in mnd
that those are two very different beasts. So an EIS

I's required whenever the inpacts to the human
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environnent either rise to the | evel of significance.
O anot her exanple, the controversy rises to a |evel
of significance, et cetera. An EA |level plan
anmendnent woul d be | ess controversial or a plan
amendnent that does not have environnental effects
which potentially rise to the | evel of significance.
So | think as the Desert Advisory Counci
di scusses where you are going to go next, what this
notion is going to look |ike, you mght think about
the types of plan anendnents that are potentially on
the horizon or could potentially be on the horizon and
the ties that you m ght support that would be nore in
the mnor tweak category versus we are going to jack
up the allocations and replace themw th sonet hing
else. And | think you could use your imagination and
spectrumto see what mght fall as an EA or an EIS.
Al so keep in mnd you are using the word "living

docunent," which nmakes ne a little unconfortable
because the DRECP plan has been anended 168 counts.
However, renenber, we are not talking about anmendi ng
the DRECP. | used the term DRECP -- | know you know
this, Randy, but for everyone else, | use the term
DRECP fairly liberally because we are famliar with

it. But what we are tal king about here is the

underlying | and use plan, the Bishop Land Use Plan and
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Bakersfield Land Use Plan. And for this group, the
CDCA Plan. So again, semantics are inportant here
when we are tal king about what we are actually
proposi ng an anmendnent to or what we are not proposing
an anmendnent to. So those are just sone thoughts that
m ght hel p you nmake your deci sion.

CHAIR BANI'S: Yeah. More options. |If there is no
objection, let's nove into public comments and see if
the public can help us out. |I'mgoing to start on the
top of the pile. Lisbet, | have your three m nutes on
this CDCA plan anendnent review. That covers both.
Fol | owed by Tory El nore.

M5. THORESEN. |'mrepresenting San D ego M neral
and Gem Society. |'mnot representing California
Federation as the chair of the Public Land Advisory
Commttee. The CFMS has nade no public position
statenent about the view that it takes. And |I'm
di sappointed that there isn't any advice or
decl arati on or discussion anongst our clubs. But | am
representing San Di ego, seven other societies that
signed onto our letter and nore than a dozen
I ndi vi dual rockhound advocat es, our concerns being
recreational users, |low inpact activity, casual users.

| didn't want to get into the whol e di scussi on

about how that tends to bleed out nore toward m ning
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and clains and all that. That's a discussion for
another day. But | think therein lies the rift within
our own community.

Peopl e on this Council have nade really cogent and
el oquent statenents that reflect those that | woul d
li ke to speak to. We were confused about what we
needed to put into a comment letter. And | left
copi es of our draft version of our letter for you, not
so nuch to appreciate what we are saying as to refl ect
t he concern and confusi on about what needed to go into
this thing. Are we going to have to -- if we don't
put all of our concerns or considerations, wll they
not be revisited another tinme? Mst we restate what
we stated only 18 nonths ago? WII| precedence be
gi ven to anyone who nakes comments now with preference
given especially to renewabl es? There are peopl e who
the last person they listen to, the | ast coment
letter they got or the | ast person who whispered in
the ear is the one that gets the priority and the
decision goes in that direction. And sone of these
comrents that were nmade 18 nonths ago fade in their
significance, and that's concerning to us.

This was not only our organi zation's concerns, SO
we took the kitchen sink approach in drafting our

48-page letter from 16 nonths ago. You have our
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recapitulation as to what we think the rockhoundi ng
community got out of the Record of Decision and rem nd
you that we hope to be holding the BLMto that. And
we want to nake clear if it goes to a rol e-anendi ng
process, that sonehow there are considerati ons we have
and concerns. However, we want to be really clear:

W don't want this process reopened to a drastic
anmendnent. This is |like the red queen of playing
croquet. \Wen the power players junp to, the w cket
noves to acconmodate the ball going through their

w cket. This just doesn't seemright. | have witten
comments, if those can be submtted. | don't know if
they can be for the sake of this discussion.

CHAIR BANI'S: Absolutely. W submt witten
comments to the Desert Advisory Council.

H, Tory. Welcone. You have three m nutes.

M5. ELMORE: |I'mhere to read a statenent on
behal f of the Renewabl e Energy Director for Audubon
California. Audubon spent eight years of the
st akehol der of the DRECP providing science and
conservation expertise on birds and the places that
t hey need. Audubon supports the | and use amendnent
signed by Secretary Jewell in Septenber 2016. That
amendment provi des 380,000 acres for focus areas for

wi nd, sol ar, and geothernal envel ope, which is enough
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to reach California' s goals by 2040. Any obstacles in
t he devel opnent focus areas we believe can be resol ved
during inplenentation of the plan. There is no need
for a new plan, particularly one that threatens the
desert and renoves the ability to expedite cl ean
energy and thoughtfully and scientifically planned
devel opnment focus areas, which represent the areas of

| east conflict with desert resources, access to

exi sting transm ssion, and close proximty to energy
demands.

One thing | want to add is Audubon recogni zes
climte change as the nunber one threat to birds.
Therefore, we support renewabl e energy devel opnent if
It takes into account the needs of birds in the
desert. And that's it.

CHAIR BANIS: Bill Jensen, followed by Al Mith.

MR. JENSEN. Ladies and gentlenen, | just returned
from Washi ngton, DC, and there isn't a Congressman, a
Senator, and in sone cases, their staff, a departnent
or agency | didn't cover. W0 is our nonrenewabl e
resource person fromRi o Tinto?

CHAIR BANI'S: Nathan Francis. He had to | eave
t oday.

MR. JENSEN. | didn't hear mning and m nerals

come up to the degree it should have, and | was one of
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the guys that applied for the seat there. That needed
to be raised, but there is no nention in this entire
operation. We tried to voice that at the scoping
neeting, and we saw no corrective actions at the
scoping neeting to list the mning district as the
original |and use designation. Those |and use
desi gnati ons have kept roads open for ranchers,
grazing and for a host of other different reasons,
whet her it's rockhounding or otherwise. And we seem
to get no traction with regard to that. | would like
to nmake that a point because they exist, and by trying
to anend them out of existence, you have to address
them and that hasn't been done. Holding with m ning
as the one legal right to all of this, it opened it
up. We missed the executive order in this briefing as
Is mssed in the scoping neetings, Executive Oder
13817, which is the Strategic and Critical Mnerals
Executive Order by the president of the United States.
So to the Desert Advisory Council and -- who would you
like me to give these to in order for you to have the
letter that went to the president of the United
St at es?

CHAIR BANIS: Guve it to Judy.

MR. JENSEN: You will see a host of people on

this, and there isn't anybody here |I did not visit
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with when | went there and just returned. That |ist
of people nentioned there is backed up with a
scientific report fromthe mnerals and m ni ng

advi sory council. W have a couple of EPA scientists
who applied the lawto the things that are in this
DAC, so along with the recommendation to the
president, we also have the report fromthose
scientists with regards to exactly what and how t he

| aw has appli ed.

W visited with Forestry, EPA, DO, BLM and the
one thing | brought back fromall those people -- and
| want to nmake sure that the guys that know ne for
being the bull in the China shop | am-- those senior
managenent officials said we want nanes and incidents
and the reports and we want to know if we've got rogue
agencies in the field making decisions and not taking
I nput. Desert Advisory Council goes away. Look, |I'm
surprised we have the nunber of people here we do
ri ght now.

M. Chairman, | ask you to indulge ne just one
nore second. The other docunents | want to turn in
and make sure you get are the mning and m nerals
request for not only -- mning -- you can't just shut
down the deserts conpletely. In Washington, DC they

said, "Bill, what else do you need?" And | said, "You
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m ssed m crobials conpletely, and they are critical to
the agricultural base and the diversity of not just

m ning and mnerals the DOP needs in this exploration.
W have been told that we anend and i ncorporate by
reference all the fornmer DRECP conplaints which were

I gnored, for the nost part. But be advised that these
overlaid maps -- and this is sonething Washi ngton, DC
represented or understood -- when we said our
Congressnen don't need anything anynore, neither do
our County Supervisors, State Assenbl ynen, nobody.
These maps have now officially overlaid things in such
a fashion that there isn't an elected official that
can do a dammed thing about it. So whether you are
ranching, mning or anything, you are subject to the
BLM you are subject to the Forestry or whatever the
case mght be. And that is not acceptable.

In the desert right now there is a resolution by
the County Board of Supervisors that selected five
areas based on the fact that Edison could provide
tentatively reasonable, economcally feasible
transm ssion |lines as a new concept for that service.
Therefore, there was no reason to | ock down the rest
of the desert.

The County Supervisor called a neeting with the

Edi son engineers, and | was in that neeting. And they
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opened that neeting with all those solar field

devel opers and said, "Quys, build them wherever you
want. The problemis there is no transm ssion |ines
for these things in these renote areas. W0 has the
first question?" And that was the end of that neeting
and people were cancelling escrows. So the County is
wor ki ng on designated areas so that we all don't have
to be overrun. |If you object to this, you need to get
a letter up to DO and ask for corrective actions.

| would like to submt these docunents. They are
all typewitten, they are all scientific data.

MEMBER BANIS: |If you can hand those to Judy. |
have a few | ooks. Next is Jay Mon and that wll be
foll owed by Sheara Cohen.

MR MOON. | didn't realize we had such a short
time. |I'mjust going to read this.

"I am here today to voice ny concern over the
functional destabilization of the livestock industry
In the California Desert Conservation Area, and as a
result of that destabilization, the deterioration of
the historical customand culture of the western way
of life in that sane area.

"Whil e the Tayl or Grazing Act, Federal Land Policy
and Managenent Act and the Public Rangel ands

| mprovenent Act are nultifaceted in their intent, they
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are all consistent in the fact that they wsh to

mai ntain custom and culture of an area, healthy public
rangel ands that insure not only the stabilization of
the livestock industry, but also, that the public

| ands be managed in a manner which recogni zes the
Nation's need for donestic sources of mnerals, food,
tinber, and fiber fromthe public |ands.

“"While that seens to be a sinplistic statenent in
such a conplex setting, nevertheless, it is one of the
goals, and | would argue that it is one of the
princi pal goals, as things pertaining to the |ivestock
I ndustry are typically addressed first in these | aws.
Wt hout arguing the nerit of each individual's
concerns on this board, | amhere today to
specifically address the continued reduction in |ands
avail able for livestock grazing in the CDCA which,
thereby, is creating an environnent in which it is
| npossible to maintain a stabilized |ivestock industry
that is economcally and environnentally functional.

"Sci ence has not shown that grazing wthin the
CDCA is inconpatible with other objectives of these
|l aws; it has only shown that in certain instances
grazi ng has overl appi ng but not necessarily negatively
conpeting associations with native species. Wile the

Nati onal Environnmental Policy Act requires analysis
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under the Endangered Species Act, managenent deci sions
may be made to allow certain uses when acconpani ed by
actions that woul d reduce negative associations with

t hreat ened and endangered species. It is unfortunate,
that like politics, it seens everyone has an agenda
and it is nore inportant to succunb to the w shes of
their own tribe than work towards the goal of best
neeting the needs of all involved, and fulfill to the
fullest, the intent of the law. The CDCA covers nore
than 25 mllion acres, roughly one quarter of
California. Twelve mllion of those acres are managed
by the federal governnent, and as we all know, that is
a daunting task. It is the responsibility of this
board to know and understand the conpl ex issues
regardi ng these | ands and reasonably informthe BLM as
to the concerns of stakeholders so that after
carefully considered consultation the BLM can nake use
of the best available information, in making | arge-
scal e managenent deci sions. A huge concern of the

| ivestock industry is the vast reduction in | ands
avai l able for grazing. The |atest plan anendnent
calls for the closure of sixteen grazing allotnents
within the CDCA. Wile the secretary has broad
authority to reduce grazing and to re-classify I and

for anot her public purpose, sone of the reasoning for
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doing so in the DRECP are factually incorrect and in
sone cases in violation of the law and the BLM s own
regul ati ons.

"For exanple, the renmoval of |ivestock on the
Har per Lake, Cady Mountain and Cronese Lake allotnents
were utilized as mtigation for the expansion of the
Arnmy's National Training Center at Fort Irwn. Wile
that was the intent, at the tine there was no | egal
mechanismto allow for the renoval of grazing as
mtigation. There was a proposal in the West Mjave
Plan that would allow for the voluntary relinqui shnent
of grazing allotnents, and that allotnent nmay be
reclassified for another public purpose. However, the
ROD for West Mpjave Plan had not yet at that tine been
signed, and the relinquishnent of those all otnents was
not valid for that purpose. The Tayl or G azing Act
specifically states the main criteria to hold a
grazing allotnent is that you own or control the base
property.

"The last | essee of record for those allotnents
| ost the base property that was attached to those
all ot ments on Septenber 17, 2004, which inmediately
had the effect of themno |onger being the | essee. On
Decenber 4, 2004 | applied for those grazing |eases,

and in violation of the Adm nistrative Procedures Act,
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the BLM refused to process ny applications. On
January 24, 2005 the BLMreceived a letter of
relinqui shment fromthe previous | essee for the Cady
Mountai n and Cronese Lake Allotnents. Those requests
were invalid for two reasons: (1) they no | onger owned
t he base property attached to those | eases, and (2)
the West Mpj ave Plan had not yet been signed into
effect, so there woul d have been no nmechanismto
relinqui sh them

“"Qher allotnents that this plan anendnent w shes
to retire fromgrazing are the Crescent Peak and Jean
Lake allotments. Both of those allotnents were issued
to ne in proposed grazing decisions that were not
tinmely protested and therefore becane final grazing
deci sions. Because no protest was tinely filed a
final decision was not issued. The proposed grazing
deci sion for Jean Lake was issued to ne on Septenber
14, 2007 and The Crescent Peak proposed grazing
deci sion was issued to ne on May 12, 2008. The
Needl es Field Ofice then proceeded to issue ne the
fencing required to conply with the terns and
condi ti ons of those decisions, but after the area
manager changed, the new area manager refused to all ow
nme to install the fencing and withheld that all otnent

frommy use. These are valid existing allotnents held
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by ne and i nproperly wthheld from grazing.

"The reasons being given for other allotnents that
are being considered for retirenent are that they are
vacant allotnments and have not been grazed in over ten
years.

"Allotnents considered in this plan that |
personally filed grazing applications on, that in
violation of the Adm nistrative Procedures Act were
not processed by the BLM were Pil ot Knob, Kessler
Springs, Valley View, Harper Lake, Cady Mountain and
Cronese Lake. The BLM has been willfully w thhol di ng
grazing allotnents and not processing applications for
grazing wwth the intent of trying to elimnate themin
a plan anmendnent under the gui se that nobody has any
Interest in grazing them That is sinply not true.

“Anot her area of the plan anmendnent | wish to
address is voluntary relinquishnent, and the
acceptance of grazing allotnments under the
Consol i dat ed Appropriations Act. | was principal
aut hor of the |anguage utilized in (Public Law 112-74,
Sec. 122(b)). The intent of the |egislation was not
i ntended to be used as a grazing elimnation tool, but
to provide the nechani sm needed to utilize the renoval
of livestock on federal |ands and the associ ated

allotments as mtigation for renewabl e energy projects
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anticipated in the CDCA. Mreover, it was intended to
use that mtigation in place of deeded | and, to keep
private land in the counties within the CDCA avail abl e
for devel opnent and a source of economc value to the
public; to allow a | essee who woul d be affected by a
renewabl e energy project to mtigate all, or a portion
of the allotnent to offset the econom c cost of |osing
that rangeland. The elimnation of grazing allotnents
In the CDCA outside the authority of Public Law 112-74
takes away fromthe stabilization of the |ivestock

I ndustry and shoul d not be considered.”

CHAIR BANIS: [I'mgetting a few | ooks again. How
are you doing on this? | see you turning a few nore
pages. Unless you have a big conclusion for you and
we are going to take your entire -- if you leave it
wth us, you will have it in the record and M. Judy
will take it.

MR MOON: | won't read the whole thing if you put
it in the record.

CHAIR BANI'S: Can you give ne a 30-second punch.

MR MOON: First of all, it's incredulous that the
BLM has di sregarded all of the past efforts wth WEMO,
NECO and -- you know themall -- to change everything
t hat had been fought for in the past in the DRECP. |

had no idea the DRECP included grazing. | was not
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notified, maybe through the Federal Register, but I
don't sit on the conputer every day. | generally knew
the DRECP existed as a renewabl e energy plan and as we
as ranchers -- and | can give you background on how
that cane into place because | don't think any of you
probably know, at |east Section 132-B, so | know of no
new sci ence that has a cone about since the |ast plans
that woul d necessitate a change in grazing so drastic
as the BLM has -- well, actually -- passed in the
DRECP. At |east the grazing portion of the DRECP
shoul d be opened back up for review because | think
there are so many problens that occurred through
Illegal actions of the BLM | have those proposed
decisions. | have a letter from Roxie Trost

acknow edgi ng ny applications.

CHAIR BANI'S: That was advice right at the end.
MEMBER M TCHELL: M. Chairman, thank you for
allowing himto finish because it took a long tine to
do it, and if you can |eave that or copies so they can

do that. Thank you again. That's what | was
suggesting. There has been illegal things done, not
to the BLM here today, but for the last ten years from
di fferent managers that are gone now that's destroyed
a great deal in San Bernardino County. W went from

16 people to 6.
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CHAIR BANIS: | have cards. Sheara. Sheara.

M5. COHEN: So | want to thank you guys for what |
think is areally interesting discussion here and for
the opportunity to share a few words. | had ny
coments all prepared and then this discussion made ne
have many ot her thoughts. | wll try to be organi zed.
That may or may not hold up.

My nanme is Sheara Cohen. |I'mwth the WI derness
Society. | amthe California Desert rep for the
California Wl derness Society. W as an organi zation
are taking a really strong position not to open this
plan. And | urge you guys to consider your position
about this carefully. And here is a huge part of our
thinking. | think it's dangerous. You know, in this
country nost of us think we should be able to afford
medi cine, and it doesn't change the fact that there
are pills out there that cost several hundred dollars
for a single pill. And that has everything to do with
what we call the power players and the little guy. W
know what the right solutions are, and we are not
W nning themin several cases. | would think a plan
that was eight years in the |ocal governnent, state,
federal governnment, energy devel opers, mners,
of f-roaders, rockhounds, conservationists and | ocal

comruni ty groups and 16, 000 comments, whatever
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conclusions they nade, that's a lot of input. But I
real |y question whether the evidence shows that that
power is being respected.

And ny exanple is the fact that that was eight
years and they are opening this with a 45-day comment
period. That's pretty different, especially from an
adm ni stration that says they are valuing input.

The ot her exanple is the National Mnunents.

Whet her you like themor hate them the review
happened this past year. And the Departnent of the
Interior got nore comments than they have ever gotten
before. Ninety-nine percent of those did not want an
openi ng of the Monunents. And it happened anyway.

Are we going to be listened to? |If we ask for tweaks,
Is that what we are going to get? And there are sone
tweaks needed. O there are sone tweaks that you
could argue for all around. As with any conprom se,
nobody got 100 percent of what they wanted, and that's
what conprom se isS. | f sonmebody got 100 percent of
what they wanted, |'mpretty sure there are others who
didn't get close. But | would argue that the DRECP
gave all of us a lot of assurances that our needs are
going to be largely net. And | think we risk |osing
that. | think there are players out there that would

| i ke 100 percent.

Personal Court Reporters, Inc.

Page:

117



10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

Just a couple nore comments. | think the Federal
Regi ster notice, along with the policy that guided it,
and al ong with input we have gotten in our work
tal king to federal agencies that suggests there is a
very clear notive here, and that is to expand
opportunities for renewabl e energy devel opnent. |
know it says off-roading and m ning, but right now the
plan is largely protective of those activities.

So here's what | think we want, and sone of this
addresses what | think are sone pl edges out there.
Before this plan started, and it started because
people were frustrated, there were energy projects
dr oppi ng anywhere, and this was good sites in sone
pl aces and terrible sites in other places. So this
process basically warranted the protection of six
mllion acres fromrenewabl e energy process. Those
were for conservation and recreation. Still, even
t hough the federal governnent doesn't want to burden
renewabl e energy, the state wants to keep this stand
as it is. And why? It's the nost goals in the
country, which nore than neets the need of unburdening
renewabl e energy or any energy. They know and t hey
have accepted 10 tines the anount of plan necessary in
the plan for renewabl e energy. So why do we need

nore? |It's probably ideol ogical positions and the
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positions of devel opers. And what we have and what |
have heard as nyth is a feeling that the ACECs serve
of froading but they curb rockhounding. This is not
fact. So rockhounding is prevented nowhere for
recreational casual use. It's a different story for
comerci al use, but even then, nothing changed.

The di sturbance caps, which | think there is sone
confusion about, there may be a cap on | and of
1 percent, but if the baseline disturbance is already
5 or 10 percent, there is absolutely no requirenent in
the plan to reduce that disturbance to the 1 percent.
If you are going to propose a newtrail or parking | ot
or pipeline, you are going to have to mtigate.

May | actually say one nore comment? And it's
about the change in VWEMO after DRECP. Pre-VEMO in the
| ast court order, there were several concerns about
the plan by the judge that had nothing yet to do with
DRECP. They still weren't neeting the m nimzation
criteria. W |ooked at the plan, but |I mght not be
surprised if this is not related with the other
t hings, especially since there is actually nothing in
the plan where they tried to bring it down to
di sturbance caps. So anyway, it's a thought. W can
figure it out, but it may or may not be evidence of

the inmpact of DRECP. | think it's dangerous. | think
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we shoul d be very cautious about noving forward in
ternms of getting sonething each of us wants and | osi ng
what all of us have.

CHAIR BANI S: Thank you, Sheara. | have John,
followed by Marie, followed by Sam

MR. STEWART: Good afternoon, Council nenbers.
John Stewart, California Four-Weel Drive Association.

DRECP has nor phed over the years. It started out
as a nulti-state plan governing Southern California,
Sout hern Nevada and parts of Arizona. That evol ved
down to sonething that just covered California and
within that concept, it becane a Habitat Conservation
Plan. Wthin the franmework of a Habitat Conservation
Plan it decided to becone a Programmati c docunent. By
BLM's own definitions -- and Russel Scofield earlier
reiterated -- that this is a Programmati c docunent.
But by BLMs own definitions, a Progranmmatic docunent
provi des broad gui dance for inplenenting site specific
deci sions. What this | and use anmendnent, the CDCA
anmendnent, whatever you want to call it, is the
Programmati ¢ docunent that does actually inplenent
hard, fast |imtations as gui dance.

Now, these limtations have the effect of driving
deci sions and all owi ng no other decisions except route

cl osures, area closures that within the subsequent
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site specific analysis. Yes, it's a flawed nethod of
wor ki ng, especially when you | ook at the disturbance
caps. Yes, U S. Geol ogical Survey devel oped a
dat abase and an al gorithm was devel oped out of that.
That database is not directly applicable to Southern
California area because it |ooks at a certain species
in order to develop that. And that has even been
found to be flawed within the Great Basin area where
the Sage-Gouse is dwelling. It just doesn't work.
And especially translate that down into the Desert
District here, it further does not work. It's an
arbitrarily defined Iimtation which hinders actual
I npl enent ati on of any aspects of the DRECP.

Now, like | said, overall the scoping has changed.
And one of the interesting concepts here is that two
executive orders are cited for the plan and for this
new scopi ng process. One that has not really been
touched on is this rural broadband devel opnent .

What really is rural broadband? Broadband is the
next generation of your cell phones and nobil e
devi ces. That has not been addressed anywhere w thin
t he di scussion today other than to say yes, that's out
there. So what are the inplications in this for
DRECP?

Politically, it will be opened up in order to
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accommodat e i ncreased nobil e broadband i nfrastructural
devel opnent, not so nuch for sol ar devel opnent,

geot hermal devel opnent or wi nd devel opnent, but nobile
br oadband i nfrastructure.

Now, earlier | nentioned the econom c inpacts.

One thing to consider is that BLMs estimates find
that wi nd, geothermal and sol ar account for roughly
633 mllion dollar investnment or return to the
econony. Recreation, 744.5 mllion. This is a 17
percent difference. Jobs: Geothermal, w nd and sol ar
account for 3,993 jobs created. Recreation accounts
for 5,679 jobs.

Thr oughout the entire discussion and devel opnment
of the DRECP, a lot of mtigation is called for. One
of the things that is not really iterated and
devel oped and defined adequately is the fact that
mtigation for the I oss of recreation opportunity, and
by BLM s own nunbers, recreation is a significant
econom c driver to the area. Thank you.

CHAIR BANI'S: Thank you, John. Marie, you are
next, please.

M5. BRASHEAR: | was going to nmake sonme points,
and | chose to pick up on sonething that M. Mon said
instead. He said that ranchers didn't know about the

DRECP. Well, | have to tell you not only did ranchers
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not know, no one knew. It started off as an energy
plan. It was not a ranching plan. Wat we have here
in front of us today that we are discussing is
actually a new Desert Plan. And if it had been
presented to desert interest groups as a new Desert

Pl an, there woul d have been nore participation. The
nunber of letters you got woul d have been tw ce the
nunber, at |east, and probably nore. W are | ooking
at a whol e brand-new plan. And decisions were nmade in
finalizing that plan that inpacted the ranching and
m ning and any other activity out there that wasn't
energy. And it's inpacting it today because it is
still in place.

And there are a whole | ot of major fixes that need
to happen. The DFAs surround nmy conmmunity. W have
at | east one person whose hone is surrounded on three
sides by a DFA that has been applied for, a permt.
Part of the land is BLM and part is private. So it's
going to be a little tiny bit nore conplicated because
of the two different ownerships, but that's the kind
of crap we are looking at. Every small town and
community in the desert has been surrounded by these
DFAs. Those that have mnerals in their area, |ike ny
community does, all of the BLMI| ands were w t hdrawn

frommneral |and use by the designations of the DFA.
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And | think each and every one of you need to | ook at
what you are actually doing. You are doing a
brand-new plan for the California desert and the
public was not notified.

And what Robert said earlier was al so anot her good
point. You said that the roads out there and ot her
things are the basis for the -- well, then | wll
stop. But you will be getting sonme comments. \Wat |
heard here today disturbed ne greatly.

CHAIR BANI'S: Thank you, Marie. Sam Ron and
Mar K.

M5. MERK: Sophia Merk, Sam | was concerned
about fact that this is not follow ng the procedures
t hat have been based ever since the Taylor G azing

Act. Also the Anerican Procedures Act of 1946, June,

| believe. | have had chenb, so | can't really
remenber, but believe it was June of '46. | think
everybody is correct -- this nay be the 168th

amendnent to the Desert Plan. But maybe it's tine for
a new resource managenent plan. A lot of people don't
know how nmuch this is going to inpact them The
public was not notified correctly. 1t's not follow ng
t he procedures that was put out in the federal |and
pol i cy managenent act, and | have great concerns that

even though the tribes are going to be talked to in
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regards to in certain areas, | participated in the
Programmati c and the 106 for both the WEMO and t he
DRECP. And they were not saying the sane thing. |
have great concerns about that. | have great

concerns, and it's not stipulated. Everybody assures
everybody that it's going to apply equally to
federally and non-federally tribes here in California
In the desert communities, but | don't see it in
witing as of yet. | also have great concerns that
the cattlenen were not notified correctly. | know the
Federal Register notices have not been conpl eted
correctly. Sure, it mght limt the renewabl e, but
what it's doing to the rest of us that |ive and
breathe in this area is disastrous. |'myvery
concerned about it. It should not go forward until we
know what is going to happen with VEMO. |t shoul d not
go forward until we know all the disturbance caps.
amreally saddened that the Desert Plan that | |ove so
much is going to be inpacted by this piece. Thank
you.

CHAIR BANI'S: Thank you, Sam for com ng over here
today and sharing your thoughts with us. Appreciate
it. And Ron, you are up next and followed by Mark
Al gazy.

MR. SCHI LLER: After | look at what | see and

Personal Court Reporters, Inc.

Page:

125




10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

after attending the neetings in R dgecrest, I'mtrying
to find all the material and information on-line and

It appears to ne after 168 anendnents to the Desert

Plan, this ain't -- that's an understatenent. This is
a conplete rewite. It has no resenblance. The
problemthat | see here -- and Jimtouched on it --

the way | read docunents that | have seen, they are

SO -- can be so broadly interpreted that you can
actually conpletely do any damm thing you want because
you can mani pul ate this docunent so easily. There is
no quantifiable limts to -- when you tal k about
service disturbance, it's so vague that you can't even
determ ne what it is yourself sitting here |ooking at
it. But it can be used greatly to manipulate this
whol e process.

Wen we started with the original plan, you had
terns that had been tw sted and changed so conpl etely,
no matter what you do, they don't even resenbl e what
they were intended to be in the original plan. So you
can mani pul ate the process. You can attach any
activity by looking at this DRECP. | amof the canp
to throw the whole dam thing out and go back to the
to Desert Plan and do it right with the public
I nvol venent .

| went to one of the DRECP neetings. They
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wouldn't let me talk or ask a question. But they used
the process at those the neetings, and the BLMis
starting to use themnore and nore and nore. |It's
call ed the Del phi process. And | would urge you to
|l ook it up on the Internet, DE-L-P-H1. And the
Del phi process is sonething that was used at our
recent nmeetings regarding this DRECP plan. The Del ph
process was devel oped by the Rand Corporation and it
was devel oped for the arny. And the reason it was
devel oped for the arny is so they could appear to have
a public process under NEPA. And when you go to these
Del phi neetings and you go to the little map to nmap to
map, you see nobody has the benefit of anybody el se's
I deas |i ke we have here today because you don't get to
hear them You are at this little map and you get to
talk to the guy and you go to the next map and you get
to talk to the lady. And when you get all done, the
BLM cones back and says, guess what. This is what the
public thinks, but you don't know because you are not
privy to any discussions |ike we were here today.

The last thing | want to bring up is sonething
t hat nakes nme very angry. How long has it been since
the West Mbjave Plan was signed? It's been a while.
But if you read that plan, it was a conm tnent nmade.

The comm tnent was made by Bill Haigh to allow the
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Ri dgecrest area and the El Paso Mountai ns under what's
call ed the CAPA, which is a Collaborative Access

Pl anning Area. Promised within two years of the

signature of that, it would be done in Ridgecrest. It
still hasn't been done and that was a commtnent. |In
fact, the roomwe had -- sone of you are here -- in

the roomthat we had in Ri dgecrest when we net | ast
week over this plan, at that tinme, we put 350 people
In that room There was no sitting. It was standing
only all around the room And that's exactly why CAPA
and the R dgecrest planning -- route planning area i s
in that plan. But it's never been honored. And
that's the problemw th this whole thing. It's never
been honored to this day. And when you start | ooking
at this plan, how are you going to honor anything when
you don't even have netrics to neasure anything. So |
t hi nk you should throw the whol e damm t hi ng out.

Anyway, thank you very nuch. | enjoyed it. |
recogni ze a few people here today. The problemis al
you damm guys got ol der.

CHAIR BANI'S: Many of you renmenber Ron. He did
several ternms on the Desert Advisory Council a few
years ago. It's good to have you back with us.

Anot her former Desert Advisory Council nenber,

Mark Al gazy. You have the floor. H, Mark.
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MR. ALGAZY: Hello. At the beginning of this
nmeeting | didn't think that I was going to get up and
talk. But then as the fanpbus Eagles' song, Hotel
Cali fornia goes, you can check out any tinme you liKke,
but you can never leave. So in ny heart, even though
| stepped down fromthe DAC, | still care about the
DAC s business. And | thought that | would conme up
here not to just nake a comment, but also to nake a
suggesti on.

| have to take a step back to help sone of the new
menbers understand a little bit about where | am
comng from |In the final phase of the DRECP, | was
successful in challenging the designation of the ACECs
for lack of proper Federal Register notice. And there
was anot her round of scoping neetings in which | made
a very valid point that the whol e ACEC process had
been fundanentally flawed froma point of due process.

The ACEC is an area that you deci de needs speci al
attention, but there were no maps. It's like the BLM
sayi ng, we have sonething that we need to protect.

And we are going to build sonething with the idea that
we are going to protect it. But we can't tell you
what shape it is and we can't tell you where the roads
are yet, the doors and the w ndows, the major things

woul d cause those assets inside that structure to be
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vul nerable. W can't tell you the size and shape or
where the doors and wi ndows are going to be, but we
want you to approve it. So that falls flat in the
face of due process. Due process never guarantees an
outcone, but it does guarantee notice and opportunity
to be heard. And for the notice to be neani ngful, you
have to know what it is you are going to be talking
about. And that process never happened during the
DRECP.

Now t hey want to make a plan anmendnent and they
want to nmake a plan anendnent whose primary focus is
going to be whether there is going for be nore
opportunities for renewabl e energy devel opnent. And
they are not | ooking at NCLs. They are off the table.
Where are they | ooking? They sent out a notice -- and
t hank you, Randy, for helping ne to find that when
couldn't see it. They want to focus on ACECs. ACECs
I's what we never had a substantive opportunity to
comrent on the first tinme around. |It's still in the
dark. The maps are being nade, but they still don't

exist. And now they want to go forward.

So what is the DAC supposed to do? Well, if |
were on the DAC, | think -- | have al ready nentioned,
I would op for the no-action alternative. It doesn't

seem safe to nove forward when there are so nmany
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dangers in front of us. But I'msitting here
listening to everything that has happened today and
I"msaying, well, it's not really any better than
trying to get a canel through the eye of a needle.
But it seens to nme if the DAC had to choose between
nore than one option, they could say, well, let's say
we wll opt for the no-action alternative. But if
there was going to be any recommendati ons to do any
amendnent, that the anmendnent woul d have to be under a
full EIS, a full EIS that guaranteed the public notice
and opportunity that they were not given before, which
nmeans that the EI'S woul d have to happen after those
maps for the ACECs were done so that the public could
be given the opportunity they were denied the first
time through. That's ny suggestion to nake to you.

CHAIR BANI'S: Thank you, Mark. | would like to
take that and just nake a request to the BLM To the
best of our know edge, the ACEC/A S layer is still a
consol idated layer. And at sone point | would like to
see if the files could be posted for the individual
ACECs.

DI STRI CT MANAGER RANSEL: W have them

CHAIR BANIS: Are they up now?

MR. SCOFIELD: | have a single geo database.

don't have separate shape files pertaining to ACECs,
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but the geo dat abase has been avail abl e since 2016.

CHAIR BANIS: W have it all as one consoli dated
| ayer, as one gi ant ACEC.

DI STRI CT MANAGER RANSEL: | have it.

CHAIR BANIS: Al right. Thank you.

That said and done, we have a | ot of advice. W
still have sonme chatting to do. Do we want to take
five and cone right back or do you want to keep goi ng?
Just five, and | really nean that. 4:15. W wll be
back at 4:15 and close up the day. Thank you.

(Brief recess to 4:22 P.M)

CHAIR BANI S: DAC nenbers, do you have anything
el se you would like to bring up to see if we can cone
up to a consensus opi nion?

MEMBER LONG | think sone very good points have
been brought up today. One thing in particular that
struck me was Marie's comment that the DRECP has
nor phed from managi ng renewabl es and the renewabl e
projects to turning to a | arger scope managenent plan
that's affecting not just new renewabl e projects but
ri ght-of-way holders and others because of the
mtigation resulting fromthe DRECP. And because of
that, and I know we di scussed before the public
coment s about revising the scope of the review. And

| think at this point that that would be difficult to
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do based on how many people are affected by the DRECP.
And for that reason, |'m stepping away fromthe
refining of the coments.

CHAIR BANI' S:  Anybody, junmp right in.

MEMBER HANEY: | want to offer that | think we are
part of the way through the inplenentation process of
the plan, know ng we don't have things |ike the
publically avail able data for the disturbance caps.
My thought is that we should let that inplenentation
process take care of as nmany problens in the plan as
possi bl e before we nove to nmaki ng anendnents to the
pl an before it's had a chance to get up and stand on
its own two feet.

CHAIR BANIS: Al

MEMBER MJTH: | am going to cone down with saying
order is Frazier on this. | think -- | believe it
woul d not be prudent to nove forward wth any drastic
nmeasures at this point. The blunt statenent would be
let's not reopen the Land Use Pl an Anendnent. Let's
proceed cautiously and do what we can during the
| npl ement ati on phase to knock off sonme rough edges
that grate on a great many people and try to inprove
the plan without really tossing it out. That's ny
comment on that. Then later | have additions to

future agendas.
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CHAIR BANIS: The only thing that's got ne here is
that is this is a renewable energy plan and it's
desi gnated zones for it. And it's been out for a year
or so, and there are no applications in the renewabl e
energy zones that | know of. | can see sone of that
as politics and sone of that, as well, let's take
anot her avenue and maybe get that fixed. O is it
really telling us that the industry has no nore
Interest in developing in public lands? O is it
telling us that the zones that were set aside aren't
going to be feasible or aren't going to produce any
renewabl e energy. And that's one of the bigger
poi nts.

The parts about excluding renewal from OHV areas
isn't working very well. Those projects have been
cancel ed and peopl e have net with us and we said no
and they wal k away. But parts of it seemto be
wor ki ng okay, but part of it is a conplete bust. Like
t he renewabl e energy conponent. W still don't have a
megawatt under this plan. | don't know how j ust
saying we hope this works out is going to nake it work
out. | think that if we see problens keeping it from
wor ki ng out, we need to get those problens out to nake
it work out.

MEMBER M TCHELL: But for the industry that |
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represent or renewabl e resources and the peopl e that
are ny constituents, | have to have for themnore of a
guarantee than that we are going to hope this thing
wor ks, because we were totally thrown by the waysi de.
This was totally set up for themto bury sonething
illegal. And | want sonething fromthem saying we are
going to review this and see what went wong and bring
t hese back. Because | don't want the whol e wheel
recreated. But | want the damm thing breached,

especially for the cattle industry because it's

totally against us. It was totally wong. So that's
nmy feeling.
MEMBER HANEY: | would like to offer, with all due

respect, that part of the reason | think the renewabl e
I ndustry hasn't been as active in the California
desert is because there are no nore areas |ike Sun
Cties, and California is ahead of its target to neet
33 percent of the RPS by 2020. So | think sonme of it
could be structural in the industry or just because
California is ahead of the curve.

CHAIR BANIS: W are seeing it go up on private
property left and right.

MEMBER KENNEY: Just | ook at our geo | and.

MEMBER ROBI NSON:  The (inaudible) river had --

Sout hern California Edi son has three power plants and
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two of those power plants they are not going to pursue
relicensing. And because they said that they can't --
it is not econom cal for them anynore because they
have nore power availability to themthen they need
right now. And there needs to be a need or they are
not going to build power plants. And they are
elimnating the hydroelectric plants. And | know t hat
PG&E has decomm ssi oned a bunch of them

And the other thing is these people, renewable
energy people, are looking to see what cones out of
I ncentives or what kinds of things will be avail able
for thembefore they even apply. And that's the
reality of it.

And transm ssion is another huge issue. How nmany
of these areas actually wll have transm ssion
available to themthat they won't have to -- that the
devel oper won't have to put in 10 mles of
transm ssion that wll kill the project.

VMEMBER MJUTH: M. Chairman. Good norni ng, Randy.
| don't know the facts about the applications for the
DFAs, but | do recall that our previous chairman,
Leslie -- forgive nme, | have forgotten his |ast nane.
Barrett. Leslie was well-attuned to the sector
represented by renewabl e energy. And he several

tinmes, to paraphrase him | believe, says the industry
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has noved on. |It's too hard to do it on federal |and.
The incentives aren't there. And the easing
facilitation conponent is just not there. So I'm not
at all surprised if there has not been any new
applications in DFAs, which gets us back to the very
start of this conversation. Wy are we opening this
thing up for energy developnent? That's it.

CHAIR BANIS: Wwo is telling who that they need
nore | and for renewabl e energy devel opnent? | don't
know who is telling themthat. | wish Leslie was here
to shed sone further light on this.

DI STRI CT MANAGER RANSEL: So we do have sone
applications and DFAs. W have been focused on -- we
do have a few application projects that are noving
forward that were grandfathered in. But we have
pendi ng applications, and we haven't had the capacity
to start themnoving. | don't want to overstate it,
but we do have sone. There are a few applications.
Maybe Russell knows nore on the details, but there is
I nterest in devel opnent, but we haven't had the
capacity to nove forward with the processing.

CHAIR BANIS: Even if it's one, | stand corrected.

MR. SCOFI ELD: There are three at Pal m Springs and
Ri verside East nore or less ready to go, but it's a

staffing issue, and nore waiting in the hopper that
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are public land-private |land projects. So Pal m
Springs | think does have sonething in the
(inaudible). Sonmething in Riverside. | don't
remenber exactly how many fol ks have been tal ked to
recently.

DEPUTY SECRETARY RANSEL: There have been sone
very pre-pre-pre-neetings in sone of the offices where

t here has been sone interest in devel opnent and DFAs.

CHAIR BANI'S: Any other |language? |'mstill up
for ideas.
MEMBER HANEY: | would like to add to the

di scussi on about DFAs that San Bernardi no County has
identified sone areas for renewabl e energy devel opnent
and those are DFAs, and the county is trying to finish
Its renewabl e energy elenent right now It has one
section left to go, Section 410 as it relates to
renewabl e energy devel opnent around rural conmunities.
Their planning efforts are wapping up right now The
Moj ave Desert Land Trust is supportive of protecting
rural communities. To get legs, it is reliant on the
DRECP st ayi ng predictably intact.

CHAIR BANIS: So I'mgoing to give it one nore
shot. Do we have a notion or a second that we can
ei ther get through with consensus or naybe we have to

pul | out our handy-dandy group chart and see how t he
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vote is split.

MEMBER MJUTH. Back to your court, M. Chairnman.
What woul d the votes be split between or anong? Wuld
It be proceed with caution, advise the Bureau to forge
ahead at full steam on reopening the Land Use Pl an
Amendment ? \What are the alternatives that we are
dealing wth?

CHAIR BANIS: That's a good way to |look at it.
That's a good way to look at it. Can we say perhaps
that we have a tenperature for this? Maybe a very
proceed with caution tenperature gauge. | think we
have expressed enough concerns over what uni ntended
results could cone froman unbridled change if it's
just thrown out, but | think we all have thoughts that
there m ght be sonething that could be fixed. But I
think we are all very nervous about the whol esal e.
Bill seens to have nothing to |l ose on this one, and |
could potentially see that.

MEMBER M TCHELL: | don't want to recreate the
wheel , but | want sonething in there that is going to
help with the problemthey created. W have an
i ndustry, and | just don't want to go say, okay, why
don't we go ahead and take a chance for all these
people? | don't want to ten years from now say, My

God, Lord, he is still fighting the sanme battle. That
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ain't going to fly. So | don't care what your notion
Is. Make a notion that we proceed wth caution and
check it out and nmake sure this grazing issue is

resol ved before the plan goes through. But that issue
IS going to be resolved as far as |'m concerned. So
whet her you vote nme down, that's up to you guys. But
my responsibility is for these ranchers, and by God, |
take it seriously. Thank you.

MEMBER KENNEY: Proceed with caution and revisit
it at a later date.

MEMBER MJUTH. So the question would be, Bill, can
your concern be net by the inplenentation phase of a
smal | -scal e renewal com ng through that nechani sn?
I"'mnot mnimzing your concern. |I'mjust trying to
see if there is a way we can proceed where change can
be made where it needs to be nade w thout opening up
t he whol e can of worns again.

MEMBER M TCHELL: Well, again, that's possible.
But | guess that falls back on the BLMs | ap. Wen
are they going to solve this issue? For ten years we
have been working on it. |If we go ahead, | want sone
ki nd of guarantee, but | want that stipulated that
this is going to be worked out. That was illegal what
they did. | know you feel the same way about the

road. Solar plant was going to go over on one of your
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soggy dry | akes.

CHAIR BANIS: It's sort of different fromyou,
though. | nean, this is sonething, part of that
heritage and it's part of the connection that you and
the famlies have had with the land is sonething | ong-
standing and inportant. And | feel the sane way to a
great degree with the mneral extractions. They have
had protections fromthe 1800s, and these are old, old
| ssues that go way back. And when | listen to
M. ©Moon's concerns, sone of them seem ngly have to do
wi th huge, high-level regulatory issues, sone have to
do with acts of Congress, and sone have to do with the
manager that put sonmething in the trash. And it's
hard for ne to know which parts of these are DRECP or
whi ch of these are just sonething else, very |arge
systematic --

MEMBER M TCHELL: | can nmake it real sinple for
you. It has nothing to do with energy. Al it was
was an avenue for themto sneak this through, bottom
line, end of story. So if there is sone kind of
guarantee, | don't mnd doing that. |'msure the

ranchers woul dn't. But | don't want to continue this

with five nore neetings down the road. 1It's just not
going to fly.
MEMBER ROBINSON: | don't understand why this
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grazing issue in |ands were taken out of grazing on
these properties that are eligible for people to go
out and do energy projects on, you know, they can
apply on. But there is no obligations on these
properties. And why wouldn't the grazing be taking
only the issue at the point where these -- when the
application goes through and reaches the point where
t hey actually have a power purchase agreenent in
place. And it looks like -- at that point you start
addressing the grazing issue and mtigate it at that
point. And if it's a large wnd project, | know sone
t hat have grazing still existing on those w nd
projects. And why wouldn't it be taken on a

case- by-case basis instead of throw ng out the baby
wth the bath water? G azing needs to be on by
prescription. And it needs to be |looked at so it's
not over-grazed so the resource continues to be
viable. | understand that. But why woul d you excl ude
grazing fromproperties that nay never be applied for
because of whatever reason?

MEMBER LONG | would like to just point out,
while grazing is an inportant issue, it's not the only
issue with the DRECP. W al so have our nonrenewabl e
right-of-way owners are also facing difficulties, as

well as mning sector. So it's not just m ning.
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There are a |l ot of issues wong with the final

docunent that could use sone tweaking with public

conment s.

MEMBER MARTIN: | agree with that.

MEMBER MJUTH: | think I'"mgetting | ost here.
think Bill's big concern was the ex cathedra

elimnation of grazing allotnments rather than there
being a conflict, a future conflict with energy
devel opment on existing allotnents; is that correct,
Bill?

MEMBER M TCHELL: Yeah. (lInaudible.) Wuat is
happening now is this was snuck through and taken out,
these | eases that were applied for, and they were
deli berately sat on wth soft noney com ng from San
Ber nardi no County, took noney away fromthe other
famly. That's what the concern is. They should
never have been given this bill to begin with. [It's
not ny problemthat they stuck it to Bill, but it's ny
probl em now because | don't want it in there and
neither do the other famlies. Now, if there is a way
you can make a notion and word it so Russell is going
to do sonething about this or we are going to get to
the bottomof this and get that nman's proper |ease
back that you already have a decision for, | can live

with that. But what | don't want to do is be
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rai |l roaded down and this is going to be going on for
ten nore years. | don't want to recreate that plan,
but | want that issue addressed.

MR. JENSEN. May | nmake a clarification?

CHAIR BANIS: | don't think we are going to be
able to make our tinmeline if we do. | think I am

ready to gavel this itemclosed because | don't see a

nmot i on. | don't even have a notion or a second and
it's 4:44. | don't see a notion. | don't hear words
for a notion. | don't see anything for us to vote on.

Even ny notion didn't get a second.

MR. JENSEN. Randy, mning is not represented. |
want to reconmend a notion.

CHAIR BANIS: This is the time for the Desert
Advi sory Council -- this is our show at this point of
time. BLMis looking for advice fromthe Desert
Advi sory Council. Council Menbers, please, | need to
hear fromny Council nenbers in order to have a notion
or any other direction. Do you wish to hear from
ot her individuals? Wuat is it that this Council
W shes to do?

MEMBER MJUTH: | would like to revisit your sort of
taking the pulse or the tenperature of the Desert
Advi sory Council. And maybe once we see in which

direction the majority | eans, we can cone up with sone
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| anguage. How is that?

CHAIR BANIS: That's an interesting idea. Do you
want to start with a poll? How many people -- and |I'm
not going to announce the results on the record -- how
many of you feel that the DRECP needs to be reopened
to address your constituency's concerns?

(Hands rai sed.)

How many people feel the opposite, that reopening
t he DRECP woul d not hel p your constituency's concerns?

(Hands rai sed.)

And are there any of us that are very nmuch square
in the mddle.

(Hands rai sed.)

So what we have is the tenperature between 1 and

10 of about a 5. It's not very enthusiastic, but it
shows interest. | nean this is obviously peaked
curiosity.

MEMBER ROBI NSON: Not enough information.

MEMBER HANEY: | agree with you, not enough
I nformati on. Maybe we could say sonething to the
effect of it would be very good to have a sumary of
the problens. W could understand a little bit better
and to proceed with caution. That's about the only
thing we could all agree on at this point.

CHAIR BANI'S: How many of us -- how many of us
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recogni ze the concerns of the grazing community and
woul d li ke to see sone resolution? Can we say that
there's a feeling of caution with reopening? But we
recogni ze that additional -- that special additional
wor k needs to be done to reach out to the grazing
conmunity?

MEMBER KENNEY: |'Ill second that.

MR. JENSEN. And the mining community.

MEMBER LONG  And right-of -way nonrenewabl es.

MEMBER MJUTH: | woul d not support that |anguage.
My | anguage -- you have already nade a notion, |
bel i eve.

CHAIR BANIS: | didn't get seconded, so it's dead.

MEMBER MUTH: We shoul d advise the Bureau to
proceed cautiously wth inplenentati on and exam ne
| ssues that can be anended, m nor anendnents to the
LUPA and enphasi ze in that |anguage that the grazing
I ssue nust cone to a head and be resolved, top of the
agenda, in fairness to longstanding famly interests,
custom and culture of the | and.

MEMBER MARTIN. | would add that m ning and the
ACECs and their effect on existing unpatented m neral
clains is a great detrinment to the nonrenewabl e energy
availability on public land. So |I believe that it's

just equally as inportant as grazing, right-of-ways,
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there are a nunber of issues that need to be resol ved.
And | believe that -- | think the scoping that's going
on right now, what we need to be focused on is getting
our comrents into the BLM and in your comments state
that you are a nenber of the Desert Advisory Council.
Maybe it will help in that sense. But right now we
need to get our coments in and we have until
Thursday. So | think that's one of the nobst inportant
t hi ngs.

MEMBER MJUTH: You are right. But at this
juncture, I'mjust trying to get sone sinple | anguage

into what the chair has asked for, sone direction that

we can give to the Bureau to nove forward. | think
your concerns -- I'mnot dismssing themat all. They
are very valid, but for what | have suggested, | think

t hose can be handl ed during the inplenentation phase
wth mnor anendnents. And | would al so support --
let's bring this puppy back for another round whenever
our next neeting is. Your issues aren't going to go
away, and they are painful issues to your
constituents. So | am glossing over things with ny
suggestion to the chair.

CHAIR BANI S:  Sane.

MEMBER MJUTH. But that's just trying to nove it

f or war d.
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CHAIR BANIS: Al right. The part where you
menti oned about carefully identifying issues, maybe we
can recogni ze -- the Council nenbers recogni ze that
each of our constituenci es have uni que troubl ed
concerns. That way | amtrying to say that we
recogni ze the trouble with rights-of-way, the granting
of rights-of-way and | recogni ze the troubles with the
unpatented clains and the ACECs. But | still feel the
need to do a call-out on the grazing because of a
| ong-standing -- we have had presentations on this
before. Renenber, Billy, you and Ron and Kenper, and
we had this long presentation. W really took your
side. And I'mjust trying to call out the grazing
because of their steadfastness and the way they have
cone to the Desert Advisory Council and been a part
and so carefully prepared for us. So we say that each
and every one of us as Desert Advisory Council nenbers
recogni zes that we have troubling concerns with the
reopeni ng of the DRECP and to proceed cautiously but
we have -- we would like to see special attention paid
to the issue of grazing.

MEMBER M TCHELL: W appreciate that.

CHAIR BANIS: |Is that close enough to get a
second?

MEMBER KENNEY: | will second it.
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CHAIR BANIS: So would you be so kind as to step
back and read Al's notion or Al's statenent? Read
Al's statenent slowy, because |'m probably going to
interrupt you with nmy anmendnent. And then we will
have that final |anguage because |'m concerned we
don't have real |anguage yet.

Insert ahead of that statenent that | nade that
each DAC nenber recognizes that we all have troubling
concerns with the reopening of the DRECP, but we
advi se to proceed cautiously with inplenentation. Add
that to the end of Al's statenent.

MEMBER LONG.  Now, perhaps | am m sunder st andi ng.
So we are advising the BLMto go ahead and i npl enent
the LUPA without opening it up to further public
coment? |s that what | am hearing?

CHAIR BANI'S: No, Al suggested anendnents to the
LUPA, suggested anendnents -- to carefully exam ne and
I dentify the issues that can be resolved with a
pl anni ng anendnent or an anendnent to the LUPA, m nor
amendnment to the LUPA, | think is what | said. | did
say m nor.

MEMBER LONG That's fine as long as there is not
inplications that there is not going to be further
public coment on this issue.

CHAIR BANI'S: Absolutely. On each and every
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proposal. | would accept that if you are secondi ng.

VICE-CHAIR BURKE: | will second it.

CHAIR BANIS: And Frazier would like to insert
that statenment, Mchelle, directly. That our advice
I's intended to encourage additional public
participation, not to discourage it. So we have --
|"'mgoing to do a slight bit of paraphrasing here, but
| think we have heard it enough tines. W have a
statenent that each and every one of us recognizes
that we all have troubling concerns with the reopening
of the DRECP. But that we recomrend the BLM proceed
cautiously with inplenentation and identify potenti al
m nor anendnents. And that this advice is not to be
construed -- let's not take the negative. And we
further advise continued public input throughout the
rest of the process.

MEMBER MJUTH: | think you have consensus,

M. Chairman.

CHAIR BANIS: Al those in favor, say aye;
opposed?

(Voi ce vote taken.)

Thank you very nmuch for working so hard with us to
find some words to offer to our friends at the BLM

|"mgoing to recognize Al for itens for the next

agenda.
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MEMBER MJUTH: Riding a dead horse, the Palin Sol ar
Plan is back on the drawi ng boards. This was first
proposed back in 2007. There is a new proposal that
changes the footprint sonmewhat. BLM has a preferred
alternative, but the truth of the matter is that if
the project were proposed today, it would not neet
contenporary mtigation standards. The only reason
for it being processed under conditions that existed
prior to the Western Solar Plan and the DRECP is that
It was an old proposal. It canme in 2007. Today it
woul d not even be considered given the mtigation
that's proposed. The Bureau has an opportunity to do
the right thing rather than be bound by bureaucratic
sti pul ati ons.

So | would like to see that plan reviewed back on
our agenda for our next neeting. That's one.

The other thing -- another thing | would |Iike put
on the agenda is the Shaffer's Vall ey, Paradise Valley
proposal for a 5,000-acre new community east of I ndio.
The Desert Advisory Council visited the site sone tine
ago. To refresh your nenory, that's when we set off
the alarns of the punping plant and had the Nati onal
Security infrastructure threatened by our presence.
But that proposal has not gone away, and it's being

processed through Riverside County. The nexus with
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BLMis right-of-ways and al so endangered species. The
Desert Tortoise and | believe sheep are al so of
concern, plus its closure of off-road vehicle routes
that would be involved in that proposal. So | would
like to see that on the agenda.

There is also one of our old favorites, the Cadiz
proposal for punp water storage. The nexus is that
there is a BLMrailroad right-of-way that originally
was -- BLM advised that it could not be used to carry
a pipeline fromCadiz to | believe MAD, Metropolitan
Water District, and all of a sudden that was
overturned. | don't see the connection between a water
pi peline and railroad right-of-way. | would like to
see that on the agenda.

And then finally, there is the Sand to Snow
Monunment |ssue having to do with feral cattle, not
branded. Apparently pit bulls attacking the cattle.
And the Pacific Coast Trail goes right through there
and this is a public endangernent issue. The solution
I's obvious. Inplenenting that solution is another
bureaucratic nightmare, but sonething needs to be done
bef ore sonebody is killed. | would really like to see
that addressed in the next agenda. And that's what |
have in m nd.

CHAIR BANI'S: Frazier and then Billy.
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MEMBER HANEY: Beth, you nentioned sone things
goi ng on behind the scenes wth the Mjave Trails
Managenent Pl an update, just to get an update on that.
It has been a while since we heard anything about it.
And | support the itens that you nentioned, A, and a
| ot of the reasons you nentioned, particularly the
Cadi z groundwat er project.

MEMBER M TCHELL: Just an update on what we tal ked
about on the DRECP where we are going through. And
t hanks about that, AL, | guess Palm Springs wll -- |
have already visited with them about those cattle and
different issues. Cbviously there has to be a plan,
and they have had a | ot of people go there and they
haven't done the studies yet. Sonebody is going to
have to go and look. [It's not going to be easy and
It's going to be costly. So | ask to be involved in
t hose studies just to help the BLM out on that issue.
But that's all | have. Thank you.

CHAIR BANIS: Any other comments? Itens for next
agenda?

MR. MARTI N: Could I make a suggestion that we
address the ACECs in respect to vested mneral rights
and how these clains that ny constituents own have now
beconme wort hl ess because of the maxi mum di st urbance

al l owances within the ACEC areas. And just address
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this problem because it does affect nonrenewabl e
resources dramatically.

VI CE- CHAI R BURKE: And for the unpteenth tinme, can
we have our next neeting in Ridgecrest, please?

CHAIR BANIS: Wl I, thank you everybody for
sticking around so long. Appreciate the presentation
from Russ, and thank you, Beth, for putting your team
together to hold this neeting. And Council nenbers
for taking tinme out of your weekday. And | appreciate
everybody working so hard in trying to cone to sone
formof advice for the BLM W did our job and we did
the very best we could today, and |I'm happy and proud
of that.

DI STRI CT MANAGER RANSEL: So | just want to say
just a couple closing comments. | want to say a big
t hank you to the DAC nenbers and the service that they
are providing and serving on the Desert Advisory
Counci | and maki ng yourself avail able on short notice
to attend this neeting. | really appreciate all the
comments and the engagenent that all you have. And
It's a heck of a Council and |I'mvery honored to be a
part of it.

As far as the public goes, | appreciate you
hanging in there, and | know the timng of this

neeting m ght have been difficult for some. And |
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really appreciate all of those who are able to attend
today. And it's not lost on ne that your tine is
precious, and for you to spend your tinme with us and
be here and to engage and bring your comments forward
to provide to the Desert Advisory Council, |
definitely appreciate that. So thank you to all of
you, and that's it.

CHAIR BANIS: Do | have a notion to adjourn?
Thanki ng Jennifer for your many, many years of service
to the Desert Advisory Council and congratul ati ng her
for her future opportunities.

A notion and second? Al'l those in favor? (Voice

vote taken.) W are adjourned at 5:08. Thank you,

ever ybody.
(Meeting adjourned at 5:08 p.m)
--0--
MOT-1-ON-S
A. Mker: Mut h/ Bani s
Seconder: Burke
Mbt i on: See bel ow
Resul t: Carried

“Advi se the Bureau to proceed cautiously with

I npl ement ati on and exam ne issues that can be anended,
m nor amendnents to the LUPA, and enphasize in that

| anguage that the grazing issue nust cone to a head
and be resolved, top of the agenda, in fairness to

| ongstanding fam |y interests, custom and cul ture of
the land. And we further advise continued public input
t hroughout the rest of the process; that each DAC
menber recogni zes that we all have troubling concerns
with the reopening of the DRECP, but we advise to
proceed cautiously with inplenentation.” 155
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B. Maker :

Seconder :

Mbti on:
Resul t:

Bani s

Kenney

To adjourn the neeting
Carri ed.
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