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RI DGECREST, CALI FORNI A; SATURDAY, DECEMBER 15, 2018

8:05 A M

- -0 - -

CHAI RPERSON BANI'S: Good norning, |adies and

gentl enen. Thank you for com ng to the DAC neeting

today. We're going to be beginning and starting with

the Pl edge of Allegiance. 1'd like to ask DAC nenber
Janes Kenney to help us with the -- oh, no one calls him
"James" except his nother -- sorry -- with the Pledge of

Al | egi ance.

(The Pl edge of Allegiance was recited.)

CHAI RPERSON BANI' S:  Thank you. M nane is
Randy Banis from Leona Vall ey, representing recreation.
l1'"d like to go around the table and have the rest of our

menbers i ntroduce thensel ves. Let's start at the |eft

with Jim

MEMBER KENNEY: Jim Kenney. | represent the
public, and | live here in downtown beauti ful
Ri dgecr est.

MEMBER HANEY: Frazier Haney. |'mfrom

Joshua Tree, California, and | amin the environnmental

protection business.
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MEMBER FRANCIS: |'m Nathan Francis. [|'mfrom
Pal nrdal e area, and | represent nonrenewabl e resources.

DI STRI CT MANAGER RANSEL: ' m Beth Ransel . ' m
the district manager for the California Desert District,
and I'mthe designated federal official for the neeting.

MEMBER BURKE: Bob Burke from Barstow. |
represent the public at |arge and bighorn sheep.

MEMBER ROBI NSON: My nane is Bob Robi nson. |
represent the interests of the tribes.

MEMBER MUTH: Al Muth representing wildlife,

recently retired fromthe desert, living in Truckee,
Cal i fornia.
MEMBER MARTI N: Paul Martin. | represent

nonr enewabl e resources, and |I'm from Azusa, California.
MEMBER M TCHELL: Billy Mtchell
fourth-generation rancher. M wfe and | currently have
a house in Rattl esnake Canyon. Been serving as chairman
of the REACT for 15 years. We reside in the
Johnson Val | ey.
MEMBER LONG. Shelly Long. | represent
ri ght-of-way and transportation.
CHAI RPERSON BANI' S: Thank you. And now a
special thank you to all of you for com ng today on a
Saturday day to give up your weekend to participate in

this public process and to | et your opinions be heard to
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not only the Desert Advisory Council but to the BLM
It's a wonderful thing that you're doing this on this
Saturday. And there's sonme beautiful things outdoors
you could be doing and other famly and holiday things,
but you chose to cone here and participate and join us
on this -- we'll really call it a nmonmentous occasion to
have the DAC bei ng back. And thank you all for giving
up your Saturday to do that.

A couple of quick notes. A chance to turn off
your phones if you'd like, just a rem nder. Restroons
are out and to the left. Also | knowit's alittle
chilly in here, but the heater is running, it's going,
and | think it will be better pretty soon.

I'd like to call out a special recognition and
t hank you for the nmenbers of the Public Lands Roundtabl e
of Ridgecrest that are here today. They've been very,
very supportive of the DAC. They've witten letters of
support on behalf of the DAC, and |I'm pl eased to have so
many of them here today to give us sone support and al so
to hear fromthem and their coments.

Before | close the introductions and nove on to
the transcripts, agenda and the like, I'd |like to cal
for a monment of silence because we've | ost a nenber of
our DAC fami |y, one of our earliest and nost regul ar

partici pants of the Desert Advisory Council

Page 7

Personal Court Reporters, A Veritext Company
818-988-1900




A W DN

ol

10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24
25

Marie Brashear. We m ss her very nuch, and you'll see a
speaker card for her up at the podium today, and | hope
when you cone up to speak, you can take a m nute and put
Marie in your thoughts. W mss her very nmuch, so a
nonment of silence, please.

(A Monent of silence was taken

in menory of Marie Brashear.)

CHAI RPERSON BANI' S: Thank you, everybody. W
m ss her very nuch.

Next item of business is the approval of the
transcripts, the March 20th transcripts. That was a
special nmeeting of the Desert Advisory Council to
consider the matter of re-scoping the Desert Renewabl e
Energy Conservation Plan. Did everybody have a chance
to take a ook at that? Do we have questions or
coment s?

Billy?

MEMBER M TCHELL: Yeah. At the |last neeting we
had a notion that at our next neeting this problemwth
Jay Moon woul d be resolved. Does M ke Ahrens have to
mediate it? Also it's not even on the agenda. So what
happened to, when you naeke a notion |ike that, where
does this go? | nean, who's responsible for the agenda?
In the county we have a secretary that pretty much puts

on exactly what we're supposed to have. So could you
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pl ease explain to nme where this notion went.

DI STRI CT MANAGER RANSEL: So | can address
that. So we took to heart Jay Moon's concerns and the
concerns of the DAC related to the materials that you
submtted. W have since net with Jay, and then we al so
connected with himafter the REACT neeting, the recent
REACT neeting. And | believe that M ke has sent him
sone materials as well. So we continue to work with Jay

on his concerns, and we are following up with himon

t hat .

MEMBER M TCHELL: Well, | just got this this
morni ng, and | thought Jay would be here, but | guess
he's not. | know he's quite busy. As far as the
e-mail, | think maybe, Julie, you can help me with this.

M ke hasn't got back with any of the information we
asked for, including the |last neeting that Jay had that
everybody was present due to, | guess, the holidays. |Is
t hat what it says?

MRS. M TCHELL: Yeah.

MEMBER M TCHELL: Yeah. So | nean, you know,
just because there's only six ranchers left here and al
this stuff that the secretary sent out and m ni ng and

user groups, which |I have no problemw th because |'ve

been in this desert probably |onger than -- maybe Jim
has got two years on ne. | don't see anything nentioned
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about the ranching industry.

I know in our budget neeting -- I'Il try to
keep this short -- we decided that, if there was nothing
for an area manager to -- for himto be here in order to

save noney, that they didn't have to show up. But
don't know why M ke's not here, because this is very
i nportant to our conmunity, our six people.

So | hope that | don't -- do we have to
entertain another notion for the next neeting that this
is going to be resolved or the paperwork is going to
be -- M. Chairman, can you please advise nme on that, or
Bet h?

DI STRI CT MANAGER RANSEL: First |I want to
mention one other thing on this topic is that we did
take Jay's materials, and we did submt those as a
comrent related to the consideration of the Desert Plan
Amendment, and so those are being considered as part of
t hat scoping process.

So I just wanted to note that as well that
we're working with Jay on his concerns, and his concerns
have al so been put fort as part of the scoping comments
for the potential for the Desert Plan Amendnment. But |
t hi nk Randy wanted to say sonething as well.

CHAI RPERSON BANI'S: First | thought there was a

speci fic question about the transcripts. | thought you
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didn't receive or there's sonme issue with that. That's

why we were calling on you with respect to the neeting

transcripts issue. This part about Jay, we'll do that
in the -- that could be in your report next.
MEMBER M TCHELL.: | didn't know that.

CHAI RPERSON BANI'S: So | just wanted to nmke
sure, because | understand you didn't see or get them or
sonething, and | just wanted a chance for you to put
that on the record for this part about the transcripts.

MEMBER M TCHELL: We got them this norning.

CHAI RPERSON BANI'S: Did everyone el se have a
chance to look at the transcripts? And do we have a
nmotion with respect to the transcripts, approving the
transcripts?

MEMBER BURKE: So noved.

CHAI RPERSON BANI' S:  Moved by Bob. Second?

MEMBER M TCHELL: Second.

CHAI RPERSON BANI'S: | have a second fromBilly.
Any opposition to approving the transcripts?

(A vote was taken.)

CHAI RPERSON BANI'S: Hearing and seei ng none,
the transcripts are approved.

You have in front of you an agenda for today.
This will be another place to bite this, Billy. You

have an agenda in front of you today. W' Il be hearing
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our reports and then public coments on itens not on the
agenda, noving into BLMreports. W'Il|l have the counci

di scussion on the DAC charter today. After a break

we'll be noving into the West Myjave Route Network
Project. We'Ill have a short lunch and nove into m ning
issues in the afternoon, and then we'll cl ose the

afternoon with the DAC housekeepi ng i ssues of subgroups.
And t hroughout the agenda you'll see sprinkled in public
coment s.

Any questions or conmments about the agenda,
asi de from what you nentioned, the absence of that itenf

MEMBER M TCHELL: | think you've pretty well
resolved it right now.

CHAI RPERSON BANI'S:  Very good. Having no other
comments on the agenda, public comment will appear
frequently today. We're very interested in what you
say. We have a nunber of public coment opportunities,
and because of the frequency and the nunber of guests,
we' |l be having our public comments [imted to three
m nutes. We have a little clock on the side that we'l
do our best to have you take a | ook at and hear the ding
when your three minutes is up.

We have speaker cards in the back of the room
and we ask that you do fill out a speaker card and you

would turn that in to the side table to Steve. St eve
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w || gather themtogether and then shuffle them up here
to ne in tinme for the comment period. So there should
be plenty of cards for you. And that's it.

If there's no objections, I'd |ike to nove into
advi sory council nmenber reports. And this time |I'm
going to start on the right.

M chel l e, anything to add today for nmenber
reports?

MEMBER LONG.  Nope.

CHAI RPERSON BANI'S:  Bill?

MEMBER M TCHELL: | said this. That's the only
t hi ng.

CHAI RPERSON BANI'S:  You did good? Okay. Thank
you, Bill. Very good.

MEMBER MARTI N:  No, not hing.

CHAI RPERSON BANI'S:  Going to you, Al.

MEMBER MUTH: Good. G ves ne plenty of tine.

A nunber of things that 1'd like to comment on. Deputy
State Director Martha Mchelle -- is that --

DI STRI CT MANAGER RANSEL: Maci el .

MEMBER MJTH: Maciel was here. She discussed
conponents of the five-year strategic plan for BLM said
it was conpleted and that she would give us a link to
that report before the neeting was over. | think

M. Stewart al so requested that information. W didn't
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get it. | looked online. | found a draft report but
not a final plan. So I'd still like to see that link so
that we can read the plan.

Al so, Beth, you were going to send out a packet
of federal registry notices and press releases with al
of the materials in the packet addressing the DRECP | and
wi t hdrawal s, the dates, and whatever docunentati on went
with them |If you |look Line 22 on Page 22 of the
meeting transcripts, that's where all that is |ocated.
Either way, | don't recall receiving that information.
|'"d appreciate it if you would send it out to the group.

And then the DRECP di scussion took up hours at
the last neeting. 1It's not on today's agenda, and given
all the tinme and angst that went into that discussion, |
think we should get a report on what happened to the
noti on we passed. What's been inplenmented? | think we
advi sed sl ow, cautious inplenentation. And what's
happened with that?

So al so Russ Scofield in his discussion said
the DRECP is still in effect, it's actually going away
because it's part of the Desert Plan, and that the
scoping that's been opened up is to result in a scoping
report. Is that scoping report conpleted? 1Is it
available to the public? What is the status? And |I'd

sure like to see it when it's done.
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That will keep nme quiet for right now.

CHAI RPERSON BANI' S:  Thank you, Al.

MEMBER ROBI NSON:  |'ve got nothing.

CHAI RPERSON BANI'S: Hi, Bob. Good to see you.
And Bob Burke.

MEMBER BURKE: |'m echoing Al.

CHAI RPERSON BANI' S:  Nat han, good nor ni ng.

MEMBER FRANCI S: Good norning. | don't have
anything to report.

CHAI RPERSON BANI'S:  Very good.

Frazier.

MEMBER HANEY: Good norning. |'d like to echo
Al on the DRECP and get an update if we could today on
anything we've heard or what the process m ght |ook |like
from here.

But also | want to bring up that at mnmy first
neeting at the DAC al nbst two years ago now BLM asked us
to tal k about form ng a subgroup for advising on
managenent in the Mpjave Trails National Mnunent, and
l1'"d like to get an update on where that's at.

As the nonument was designated, there was
prom se of integration with the small business
community, and in the meantinme Barstow and 29 Pal ns and
Needl es have noved forward with designating thensel ves

and working with BLM as gateway cities, but | think that
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we're stuck in the nud on being able to plan activities
in the nmonunment, and | think a subgroup would really
help to informthat process. And so I'd |ike to get
t hat show back on the road if we're able.

And that is it.

CHAI RPERSON BANI' S: Thank you, Frazier.

Jim

MEMBER KENNEY: | really don't have anything
other than I'd |like to hear what the DRECP progress has
been, just |ike everybody else. W fought about it a

little, we tal ked about it a lot, and let's hope sone

action happens. | also want to wel cone everybody to
Ri dgecr est.
CHAI RPERSON BANI'S: 1'd like to review a little

bit of yesterday's field trip, first of all to thank
Carl and his associates at the Ridgecrest Field Ofice
for putting together such a really great trip yesterday.
Coul d have been a little warmer, but | guess | won't
hol d that agai nst him

It was neat. We stopped first at the
Rademacher Hills up by Coll ege Heights and | ooked at the
different nultiple use recreation opportunities that
occur there, and we discussed briefly sonme of the
conflicts that can occur with the different types of

users in these areas that are so close to town. The
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urban interface zones is what it was introduced to us
as.

It was a very nice conversation, and |
appreci ate Ridgecrest Police Departnment for appealing
their sergeant to cone out and talk to us al so about the
| ocal enforcenent concerns. So that was a very nice
stop and beautiful views fromthat College Heights area.

The Kelly M ne stop was really neat. Wat a
huge project that is turning out to be. The earth
movers, conbined with very ingeni ous engi neering and
scul pting on the ground and creative use of different
kinds of materials are contributing to really mtigate
and rehabilitate that place very well.

And so for those of you who weren't there, when
you drive by 395 and Red Mountain, you'll know that's
what all the earth novers are doing on the west side of
t he hi ghway at Red Mount ai n.

We al so stopped at Randsburg, great little
towmn. On a Friday, though, it was quiet and cal mand
peaceful. W had to show a picture of what it | ooks
i ke during the busy season for people to understand
really what goes on in that town. It was very
interesting to hear about the econom c inpacts, the
positive econonmi c inpact that recreation is providing

for that community. Money is hard to cone by in small

Page 17

Personal Court Reporters, A Veritext Company
818-988-1900




A W DN

ol

10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24
25

towns |ike that, and they really wel come, and | think
they do a good job with hosting OHV.

I think the reason for us stopping there is
really to show that, yeah, this is a good news story
about how recreation is being managed and being received
in that conmunity.

And we also visited the EIl Paso Mountains to
tal k about the inpacts of how mtigation | ands --
private property that's purchased as mtigation |ands,
when that's fenced off, that could inpact access to not
only recreation but other kinds of uses out in the
desert. And we just wanted to bring that up to show how
wel |l the Ridgecrest Field Ofice works with private
property owners, the mtigation banks, the counties.

And we were able to work out a solution to restore
access across nost of that fenced land. So that was a
neat stop.

And | astly, the best stop of the day al ways,
with the Ri dgecrest wild horse and burro corral. And
that was just a terrific, terrific time. They let us go
over and | ook at the baby burros and feed them and pet
them | think one ended up with a bow. And | watched
carefully to nake sure none got | oaded into anybody's
truck without perm ssion. They were awfully tenpting,

gorgeous. We started calling themby their four-digit
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names.

And then we returned back to the hotel on them
So thanks, Carl, for doing a great job keeping us on
schedul e and not doing one thing too nany. So |
appreci ate that.

Also the last thing I have is, DAC nenbers, you
have a stack of CTUC Friends of Jawbone maps in front of
you courtesy of Ed Wal dheim These are newest, | atest
and greatest. Always new changes conm ng out, so |
al ways |like to nake sure you have a set of that.

Ot her than that, 1'd like to just say thank you
to the BLM Desert District for working with us, working
with me throughout the |last year to try to get these --
to try to get this rolling again to the get a neeting on
the table. And we've had a few tries, we've had a few
stal | s.

And sonet hi ng about this one we kind of had a
funny feeling fromthe beginning that this was the one
that was going to roll, and it sure did. And every
pi ece of it cane together, and I'mreally glad that our
hiatus is over and that we have an opportunity to neet
on general topics here in 2018. So wel cone back from
our break, and it's time to go to work.

So that said, that's nmy report, and I'd like to

turn the agenda over to -- let's see. \What tine do we
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have? 8:25. W're just a tad ahead of schedule. |If
there's no objections, | nmay have caused

m sunderstanding with respect to a start tine of this
nmeeting. And ny apologies. The only consequence, |
think, of that is, if folks are looking for a 9:00 start
tinme to be able to coment on itens not on the agenda, |
think if they drive all the way to Ridgecrest and not
have that opportunity, they would be di sappoi nted.

So what 1'd like to do, if there's no
objections fromthe council nmenbers, is to postpone
public conment on itenms not on the agenda until after
the 9:00 hour. Any objection? Very well.

Next item on the agenda is the District
Manager's Report. Beth Ransel, it's yours.

DI STRI CT MANAGER RANSEL: Thank you. Good
norning. | amreally excited to be having a DAC neeting
here, especially in Ridgecrest, because | know there's
been a lot of interest in comng to R dgecrest, and |
think that the timng is really ripe with a ot of the
t hi ngs that we have going on here, including VWEMO, which
is on the agenda for today.

I want to echo Randy in saying thank you to al
t he DAC nenbers for giving up your Saturday and for
com ng here to help advise the BLM on really inportant

matters. And | also want to echo Randy in thanking al
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t he menbers of the public that have given up their
Saturday to cone be cold. | see Julie putting on a

j acket. We have the heat kicking. Hopefully it wll
warm up soon. But thank you all for com ng and being
interested in the managenent of the Public Lands here in
the desert. | appreciate it.

| do want to take a couple of mnutes just to
poi nt out some of the BLM fol ks that we have in
attendance here today. First, nost fol ks al ready
probably know Carl Synons, the field manager for the
Ri dgecrest office, but he's there in the back of the
room and he's actually hosting us here.

We al so have Katrina Synons here as well. |If
you woul d just wave. She's the field nanager for the
Barstow Field O fice, and both of themw Il be doing
presentati ons today.

We are honored to have Tom Zale. He's going to
be retiring at the end of the year. But, Tom if you
could wave or stand up. He's the field manager for the
El Centro Field Ofice. |If you haven't had an
opportunity to read a report for the field office for
ECFO, he has a really nice note at the end of the report
that is really well put together. Thank you for your 40
years of service, Tom

We al so have Nathan Morris here today. He's
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been on detail here in the desert helping us out as the

assi stant district nmanager for our resources group, but

his normal job is in the Washington office in the

pl anni ng i n NEPA shop, and so we're excited to have him
here today to see how t he DAC operates and how i nport ant
i ssues are to the DAC and nembers of the public. So

t hank you for traveling all the way up from

Moreno Val l ey today. His detail assignnent is going to

be endi ng next week, so we're really excited he was able
to take this in and be here today.

We have Carrie Wods here as well fromthe
Ri dgecrest Field Ofice. A lot of fol ks probably know
Carrie, but thank you for com ng today to hel p out,
Carrie.

We have Julie Watson here as well. W
appreciate Julie comng to help. Where is she? There
she is. Julie Watson is here --

MS. WATSON: Hi .

DI STRI CT MANAGER RANSEL: -- fromthe
Ri dgecrest Field Ofice hel ping us out today. W have
JimWatson as well fromthe Ridgecrest Field Ofice. W
have Sarah Webster fromour California state office
Public Affairs Ofice. Sarah is going to be hel pi ng us
out in the desert with our public affairs workload. And

so many thanks to Sarah. So you'll probably be seeing
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her name on a nunmber of things com ng out of the desert.

And the reason Sarah is going to be hel ping us
out is because Steve Razo is going to be retiring on
Fri day of next week, so |less than a week away, yeah.
And Steve has been with the DAC for -- how many years,
St eve?

MR. RAZO.  Sevent een.

DI STRI CT MANAGER RANSEL: -- seventeen years,
so he's been a fixture with the DAC. And | know Randy
wanted to say a few things and present sonmething to
St eve.

CHAI RPERSON BANI'S:  |'ve worked with Steve
since really nmy first time comng to the DAC neetings
maybe 18 years ago, and |'ve al ways had good
conversations. And over the years Steve has been able
to help nme hone ny navigational skills and help ne
better read the weather. And | think he's really hel ped
me very much in being able to steer the ship on these
opportunities that I've had in the years to be able to
do so. And | couldn't have done it as effectively
wi t hout Steve.

But those conversations we've had, |'m not
going to recount them Those are old. They're done.
They're private. But there is one conversation that |

amgoing to share. You may not know, but Steve and |
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al so have sonething in comon, that nusic is very
i nportant to our hearts. You may not know this. Steve
is actually the conductor of the Mdreno Valley Wnd

Ensenble. They play regularly in Mdreno Valley every

year.
Chri stmas show com ng up, or is it done.
MR. RAZO. That one is done.
CHAI RPERSON BANI'S: | did it a couple of years
ago. Mark Al gazy has gone to several shows. It is

terrific. There's nothing like it. And to see him cone
onto the podium the long tux and the tails and the
beautiful baton, gets ready to tap that, and everyone,

t he whol e orchestra, just ready to go. It's remarkable.

And so when | started witing nusic, | said
sent himone of ny songs. | was pretty darn proud of
it, pretty cool song. | said, "Hey, Steve, what do you
t hi nk of this?"

He wites back, and he says, "Hey, it's pretty
good, but it's not going anywhere.” And | got to tel
you, everything |I do fromthere on forward, | ook at ny
pi ece, and | say, "Where is this thing going?" And if
it's not going anywhere, I'mgoing to take it sonmewhere.
So | have to thank Steve not only for educating ne and
hel ping me in ny work here as advisor to the BLM but

t hanks for helping me to be a better songwiter. |
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don't have to give you an honor for that.
If the menbers of the DAC wouldn't mnd, Steve,

woul d you join nme for a nonent. You m ght want to take

a photo.
MR. RAZO. Thank you.
CHAI RPERSON BANI'S:  On behal f of the Desert
Advi sory Council, it's nmy pleasure to present you with a

t oken of our appreciation for 18 years of dedication and
service to the DAC. Couldn't have done it w thout you.
Thank you, Steve.

(Appl ause.)

DI STRI CT MANAGER RANSEL: All right. Thank
you, Randy. That was really nice. And thanks, Steve,
for your many, nmany years of service.

MR. RAZO. My honor.

DI STRI CT MANAGER RANSEL: So | have State
Director's Report. So I'lIl read through that.

First and forenost, the president announced
this norning that Secretary Zinke will be stepping down
at the end of the year. W also have Brian Steed, who
is acting -- he is the Deputy Director for Policy and
Progranms, and he's currently exercising the authority of
the director. And we also have Margaret Schnei der,
who's acting as the Deputy Director for Operations. So

that's our | eadership back in Washi ngton.
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Qur | eadership here in California, our
State Director, Jerry Perez, has taken a different
position. He's actually now at the Forest Service at
t he Angel es National Forest. So our Associate
State Director stepped up into the acting State Director
position, and that is Joe Stout. And that's been since
Cct ober, when Jerry left. And so we're really fortunate
to have Joe in there because he's really famliar with
California and with the issues that are inportant here
in California.

We al so have Frederica Lee, who recently was
sel ected as the Acting Associate State Director, and her
normal job was as the Deputy State Director for Support
Services at our California state office, so she is also
fam liar with many of the issues and topics that are
near and dear to the hearts of folks here in California.
So we're fortunate for that selection as well.

And then the | eadership here in the
California Desert. O course, Beth Ransel, |I'mthe
District Manager here in the California Desert for BLM
We have Ben Gruber. He's the Associate District
Manager. He's basically my right hand, and so things
woul d not operate w thout Ben. So thanks, Ben.

We nentioned Katrina Synons. She's the Barstow

Field Manager. We have M ke Ahrens, the Needles Field
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Manager. He's not in attendance today, as was noted by
Billy, but he's our Needles Field Manager. W have
Doug Herrenma, the Palm Springs Field Manager; Tom Zal e,
the El Centro Field Manager, who's retiring at the end
of the year.

We're actively seeking a tenporary-assi gnnment
i ndividual to come in to help out in the field office
manager role upon Tom s departure, and we are seeking
approval to fill permanently the field manager job as
well. So we'll keep fol ks posted as we nove through
t hat process.

Carl Synons is our Ridgecrest Field Manager.
And we al so have Ashley Adanms. She's the Santa Rosa and
San Jaci nto Mountai ns National Monument Manager. That's
a Service First Mnunent, so she fulfills that role as
t he Monunment Manager for both BLM and Forest Service,
and she's stationed in the Pal m Springs South Coast
Field Ofice.

And then we have Ji hadda Govan for the
Sand to Snow National Mnument. She's the manager
there. That's also a Service First Mnunment, and she's
stationed at the Forest Supervisor's office in
San Bernardino. And we have Kyle Sullivan, the
Moj ave Trails National Monunment Manager, who's stationed

out at the District Ofice in Mdireno Valley but falls
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under the unbrella of the Needles Field Ofice.

In terms of budget there's currently a
continuing resolution that will expire next Friday. And
| guess we'll see after that where we go. W are
currently in the 115th Congress, so the 115th Congress
concludes at the end of the year, and the 116th Congress
begi ns January 3rd.

A nunber of | egislative proposals of interest
to the California Desert District include the California
Desert Protection and Recreation Act, which is S. 32.

It includes Senator Feinstein's proposal for the desert,
i ncl udi ng desi gnating w | derness, national off-highway
vehicle areas, wild and scenic rivers, et cetera, and
the status is that it was reported out of commttee on
Decenber 6, 2018.

There's also the California Of-Road Recreation

and Conservation Act, which is H R 857, and that
i ncl udes Congressman Cook's proposal for the desert,
i ncl udi ng desi gnating w | derness, national off-highway
vehicle areas, wild and scenic rivers, et cetera. And
the status of that bill is that it passed the House in
June, 2018, and it's been referred to the Senate.

There's also the Inperial Valley Desert
Conservation and Recreation Act, H R 827. It was

i ntroduced by Congressman Vargas, and it includes |ands
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transfers and desi gnates a speci al nanagenent area. And
no hearings have been schedul ed for that one.

There's the Santa Ana River Wash Pl an Land
Exchange Act, S. 357. It was introduced by
Senat or Feinstein, and no hearings have been schedul ed.

And then there's the Santa Ana Ri ver Wash Pl an
Land Exchange Act, the conpanion bill to
Senator Feinstein's. It's HR 497, and it was
i ntroduced by Congressman Cook, and it passed the House
in June of 2017 and has been referred to the Senate.

| ssues, the priorities statew de. Energy
i ndependence, which is highlighted in Secretarial Order
3358. The BLMis a key contributor to the nation's
ener gy i ndependence, which is all of the above plan that
i ncludes oil and gas, strategic mnerals and renewabl e
resources, such as w nd, geothermal and solar, all of
whi ch can be devel oped on Public Lands.

Throughout the state they're currently
processi ng ni ne renewabl e energy projects, nost of them
here in the desert, including Crinmson Sol ar and Desert
Quartzite, anong others. There's also oil and gas
projects in Central California District, primarily
Bakersfield and Central Coast Field Ofices that are a
priority for the state. So there's energy independence,

which is all those itens.
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Anot her priority is NEPA stream ining, which is
hi ghlighted in Secretarial O der 3355. Here in the
desert that one is sonething that we've had to put a | ot
of energy and focus on. The secretary issued this order
to enhance and noderni ze the departnent's NEPA processes
with focus on bringing greater discipline to the
docunentati on of the departnent's anal ysis and
identifying opportunities to further increase
efficiencies.

I nportant to note is that the Secretarial Order
lays out tinme and page |limts for EIS-1evel docunents.
So for an EIS, the limt for pages is 150, but for
conpl ex Environnental |npact Statenents we coul d get
wai vers and be able to go up to 300 pages.

And the EIS -- in ternms of tinme limt, the EIS
has to be conpleted in one year fromissuance of a
Notice of Intent for an Environnental |npact Statenent,
or for those projects that were issued where there was a
Notice of Intent issued prior to the Secretarial Order,
it had to be conpleted within one year of the
Secretarial Order.

Anot her priority statewide is the
reorgani zation and regionalization effort that's being
undert aken at the departnental level. There's actually

a website, a departnental website where there's a | ot of
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really good information related to the efforts. And it
may do better to either get it into the m nutes rather
than reading it out or send it out and have our nenbers
of the DAC help to dissem nate that as well. So we'l
do that.

But what | can share in ternms of
regionalization is that the regi onal boundaries have
been approved, and so technically we are regionalized.
The California Desert District falls within two regions,
Region 8 and Region 10. And it seens to follow
primarily along county boundaries. So a portion of
Ri dgecrest and a small portion of Barstow are in
Regi on 10, and the rest of the desert is in Region 8.

And the secretary and his staff has been
neeting with key | eadership in all the Departnent of
Interior agencies in terms of inplenmentation of the
regions and their efforts continue. So we are waiting
to see what cones of that as well, but technically the
boundaries are in place, and we are regionalized.

The Acting State Director, Joe Stout, wanted ne
toinclude in his State Director Report that he wants to
express sincere appreciation and thanks to the DAC
menbers for their willingness to serve and provide
advi ce and recommendati ons on inportant public |and

issues in the Desert District, and he certainly wanted
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to thank everyone on the DAC for their feedback and
assistance with the West Mjave Route Network Project as
we near conpletion of the final environnental review

We have that on the agenda today, and so
certainly if there's advisenment, you know, we would
definitely welcome that fromthe DAC nenmbers. And so
t hank you in advance for your individual engagenent on
that process and the efforts that were undertaken
t hr oughout the WEMO process, because | know it's been a
| ong road and goi ng forward.

Oh, there's a little chuckle, I think. But
with it being to agenda today, we certainly wel cone
f eedback on that.

Al so, as you're well aware, because it was the
mai n topic of our |ast neeting, the BLMis considering
amendi ng the Desert Renewabl e Energy Conservation Pl an,
which is really anendi ng our CDCA Pl an, because the
Desert Renewabl e Energy Conservation Plan was an
anmendnent to our CDCA Plan to seek greater opportunities
for renewabl e energy generation and nultiple use.

And in February, 2018 BLM issued the Notice of
Intent that initiated the 45-day public scoping period
to consider anending the three |and use plans that
underlie the DRECP Anendnment. And BLM also held a

series of public neetings in February, 2018. And in
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regards to the status update on that, BLMis currently
wor ki ng on eval uating those public coments, devel opi ng
t hat scoping report that's going to be releasable to the
public and then identifying next steps based on all the
f eedback that was received.

There was also inquiry related to nonunent

pl anni ng, several inquiries. And | will address that at
the local level. | guess I'lIl start out with the CDD
report related to that. 1'mgoing to talk a little bit

about the workl oad that we have currently in relation to
the Secretarial Order 3355 to neet the secretary's
expectations on mainly the time limts related to NEPA
El S-1 evel projects and planning efforts that had already
been in the works. We are dedicating a huge amount of
nost of our efforts here in the desert to neeting those
comm tments on the projects that are already in process.

And in ternms of the nonunent planning, both
Sand to Snow and Mojave Trails, at this time we just are
not having the capacity to initiate a new effort, but
there's been a significant ampunt of work, preplanning
wor k, that's been done on both of those efforts. And we
hope that, once we are able to clear sonme of these other
things off the plate, like carry them across the finish
i ne, which should happen pretty rapidly, given the

secretary's timefranes, that we nay be able to turn sone
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attention to those planning efforts. But we just at
this point are not able to take on too nmuch nore of that
type of work.

So | don't know if | threw out the nunmbers, but
right nowin the Desert District we have 11 active
El S-1 evel projects and planning efforts with tinmefrane
mandat es of one year based on that

Secretarial Order 3355, and we've been heavily focused

on those.

| want to nention staffing as well. W are
currently -- 1"m happy, happy to report, and | know ny
field managers are excited as well -- that we're on the

tail end of a hiring surge. W're replacing and
backfilling key vacancies, including Carl's associate
field manager.

So, yeah, | see the smle. And we're also
filling positions to be responsive to priority workl oads
in our recreation energy, mning and range prograns in
addition to other prograns. But part of that is |ooking
at those prograns and how we can create efficiencies as
wel | .

So at |ike the REACT neeting recently, we
announced that we're | ooking at the range workl oad and
staffing with a lead in the Ri dgecrest office then

having folks to assist with that workload in both the
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Barstow office as well as the Needles office. So we're
excited to be getting those individuals in place and
actually having some staff to help be responsive to that
program

And then | want to also provide an update on
DAC business. So there are five positions where the
seat was either vacated or the termexpired. And we
sent those recommendati ons forward after doing the Cal
for Nom nations. And actually on Wednesday we were
notified of one person being seated. The San Bernardi no
County Supervisor Lovingood has been officially seated
as of Wednesday, so we were able to fill one seat. He
was unable to make the nmeeting, given the short notice,
because that's pretty short notice. But we're excited
to have himas a nenber of the DAC, and at the next
meeting hopefully we'll have himengaged.

And then we expect selections for the other
four vacancies to be trickling out as the packages are
vetted with the Departnent of Interior as well as the
White House. So we m ght not see them cone right away,
but we m ght see them kind of trickle out. But I
personally amexcited to see them whenever they cone.
There will be six terms expiring in February, so we're
working on a Call for Nom nations for those seats as

wel | .

Page 35

Personal Court Reporters, A Veritext Company
818-988-1900




A WD

ol

10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24
25

In terms of groups, we have the Inperial Sand
Dunes Recreation Subgroup. W're currently working on
t he Federal Register Notice package for 2019 neetings,
and we're hoping to follow the nodel that we did for
Dunont Dunes Subgroup for 2018 neetings, where we had
bot h neeti ngs announced in one notice. So we're going
to be hopefully sending that forward in January and
getting that to publish in time for those neetings, or
intinme for those target dates for those neetings.

We're also at the neeting today going to be
wor ki ng on identifying a DAC representative. So thank
you, all, for having that on the agenda. And there's a
press rel ease requesting applications for the group, and
t hose applications are due January 21st, and they should
be submitted to Neil Hamada in EIl Centro Field O fice.

The SRP group, we had done a Call for
Nom nati ons previously for that, and we got sone
interest, but we think there could be nore interest out
there. And that group hasn't been official seated yet,
so we went ahead and went out with a press rel ease
requesting applications for that as well. And those
nom nations for that are due January 21st and shoul d be
sent to in care of the District Manager at the District
O fice, so send themto ne.

And | want to encourage anyone that has
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interest in SRPs, the topic of Special Recreation
Permts for recreation, to please submt your interest
because we woul d | ove to have a well-rounded subgroup to
assist with that.

And t hen Dunont Dunes Subgroup, we are working
on the Federal Register Notice for the 2019 neetings for
that as well, and we're also working on a Call for
Applications for that subgroup as well. So we hope to
be getting all that stuff sort of forwarded up and in
January tinmefranme, and then we'll hopefully be seeing
that stuff come out sometime after that.

And then in ternms of the Desert Advisory
Committee, so this council, we're working on a Federal
Regi ster Notice for the 2019 neetings as well. And, you
know, we're thinking that we may be able to group them
together like it was done for Dunont, but we will have
to see how that goes and how that's received.

End of report.

CHAI RPERSON BANI'S: Thank you, Beth. |If
there's no objections, let's nove into public comrent.
Actually first DAC coments, DAC questions and comments
on the Desert Manager Report.

So let's start with Mchelle. You're on.

MEMBER LONG. Yeah. You nentioned the DRECP

Public Scoping Report. Did we have an approxi mate date
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for the release of that?
DI STRI CT MANAGER RANSEL: | don't at this tine.
| know they're actively working on pulling that
together, but | don't know when it will be avail abl e.
MEMBER LONG  Okay.
CHAI RPERSON BANI'S:  Hi, Al. You're next.
MEMBER MJUTH: Beth, you kept referencing
Secretary Order 3355. | seened to have nmissed that.
Was that in any of our packets? If | just mssed it,
it's my owmn fault, but it would have been nice to review
that thing before you went over it. Did anybody get it?
MEMBER M TCHELL: | don't think I have it.
MR. RAZO. It's in your packet.
MEMBER MJUTH: Oh, it is?
MR. RAZO. Yeah. In your folder, but I think

that's a wong nunber.

MEMBER MJUTH: |'m not seeing it, Steve. It
skips over it in ny packet. So anyway, | guess we could
| ook it up.

DI STRI CT MANAGER RANSEL: Yeah. |1'msorry that

got m ssed, and it appears that it was not included in
t he packet, but we will nake sure that gets e-nailed out
to the group.

MEMBER MJUTH: Sone of the other EOs and SGs

made for sonme interesting reading, and | hate to go bed
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wi t hout readi ng another chapter of one of those
Secretary Orders.

So | have some comments on new charters.

CHAI RPERSON BANI'S: We have that on our agenda,
speci fic discussion on our upcom ng charter.

Paul ?

MEMBER MARTIN: | have a question on
S.0 3355. |I'mpleased to hear that the BLMis
following the expected tine limts. But does that also
apply to the state level? Are they also required to
turn around EIRs in the sanme tinmefrane? | know a | ot of
times the BLM and the state work together on these EIRs,
especially when they're dealing on Federal Lands. But
say a project is on private lands, do these |limts apply
to the state-level EIRs?

DI STRI CT MANAGER RANSEL: Good question. No,
the Secretarial Order does not apply to the state |evel,
and so we have been having some good di scussi ons,
coordi nation discussions, with the state and others that
woul d be preparing an EIR on how to coordinate those
efforts and whether the timng will work for us to do
joint docunments or whether -- | nmean, there's been a
number of cases where the state is going to be doing
their own docunment. But we'll be coordinating very

cl osely.
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MEMBER MARTIN: Because -- correct nme if |I'm
wong -- in California any EIR on federal |and al so has
to be prepared in conjunction with the state Surface
M ni ng and Recl amation Act rules as well, soit's a
conbi ned docunent . So if they have no tine limts,
woul d that affect the BLMs tine limts for the EIR?

DI STRI CT MANAGER RANSEL: So the state often
prepares an EIR, whereas the BLM and the
Federal Government has to conply with the Nati onal
Envi ronnmental Policy Act. And so, you know, if an EIS,
an Environnmental |npact Statenment, is required for
conpliance with that, then the BLM has been assessing,
along with their partners that would be preparing the
EIR, on whether the docunments could be prepared in
conjunction together or whether they need to foll ow
separate but simlar tracks because of the tim ng.
Otentines what's been the difficult piece has been the
page limts.

MEMBER MARTIN:.  Thank you.

CHAI RPERSON BANI' S:  Bob?

MEMBER BURKE: |'m going to beat you to this
one. The Mjave Trails National Mnunment and the Sand
to Snow National Mynunment and the Castle Mountain
Monument, the Executive Order that was signed into | aw

said that within three years there had to be a
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managenent plan. Vhere is the nmanagenent pl an, because
it's been alnost three years now. And in that
managenent plan it was supposed to enconpass subgroups
for the Mojave Trails, the Sand to Snow and the

Cast| e Mount ain.

And probably not so nmuch the Castle Muntain,
because that's Park Service now, but there are those of
us that actually live adjacent to the nmonunents that are
really interested in that managenent plan. So how soon
are we going to have the managenent plan?

DI STRI CT MANAGER RANSEL: So right now BLM we
don't have the resources at the nonent to turn attention
to focus resources on the planning for the Mjave Trails
or Sand to Snow Monuments. However we do have
Kyl e Sullivan, the Monument Manager, and
Ji hadda Govan for Sand to Snow, and they're working, as
was noted earlier, on outreach with partners, with the
gateway comrunities and working on efforts, you know, in
the interimperiod to assist with the nanagenent of
those areas. And so we're definitely notivated to
coordi nate those coordination efforts.

Li ke I mentioned, there's sonme prepl anni ng
t hi ngs that are happening so that we'll be well prepared
when we do get to the point where we will be poised to

i ssue that Notice of I|ntent. But at this tine we don't
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have the resources to do it.

CHAI RPERSON BANI S:  Frazier, you're up.

MEMBER HANEY: Thank you, Bob. [I'Il add to
what Bob nentioned and just say that in 2017 BLM | ed an
envi si oni ng process, and those coments and t hat
envisioning materials for the national nmonuments still
haven't been publicly released. | don't see a reason
why we couldn't do that. |Is there a reason why we
couldn't release those envisioning coments?

And also is there a reason why we couldn't go
ahead and form a subgroup that has nom nations and have
t hem start doing regular neetings? So those are two
just clarifying questions about the envisioning comrents
and novi ng ahead with the subgroup.

DI STRI CT MANAGER RANSEL: So | made a note of
your comment. | will look into the envisioning
comrents, the comrents that were collected at those
meetings. And | can | ook into whether those are
avail able to be released or what the timng of that
could be. So I'"ll look at that.

And | am aware that we did do a Call for
Nom nati ons for a subgroup for Mjave Trails. However
with us not having a |lot of staffing to help be
responsive to work of any subgroup and not be ripe and

ready to do planning, |I'mnot sure if the timng would
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be good for standing that subgroup up if we can't be
responsive to what they're working on. So that would be
my concern. So |I'll just share that openly.

MEMBER HANEY: | have one nore.

CHAI RPERSON BANI' S: Pl ease. You've got the
floor.

MEMBER HANEY: Also, Beth, you nentioned the
DRECP. Thank you for that update. You nentioned that
BLM woul d be releasing a scoping report for the public
comments that were gathered earlier this year. | assune
that the scoping report is not the Plan Amendnent
itself.

So just to clarify, we're going to get a
scoping report that will outline what public coments
were received and maybe how BLM i s consi dering those,
and then after that sonmewhere in the future there wll
be a Pl an Amendnment proposed for DRECP; is that right?

DI STRI CT MANAGER RANSEL: So, yes, in sone
regard. So the scoping comments are being fornul ated
into a scoping report that will be released at sone
point. |'mnot sure exactly what the timng of that is
right at this noment. But | know that they're working
on it and they are intending to rel ease that.

And then in ternms of the Plan Amendnment, the

t hought is that a Plan Anendnent woul d probably be
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requi red, but we don't have a firmdirection on exactly
where we're headed. So yeah, at sone point there woul d
be nmore information about that as well, about where the
BLMis headed with that.

MEMBER HANEY: Thank you.

CHAI RPERSON BANI'S: Questions? Al ?

MEMBER MUTH. Yeah. I'mreally going to get
out into the | eagues on this one. Secretary's Order
3356 -- | nmean, Hunting, Fishing, Recreational Shooting,
and Wl dlife Conservation Opportunities and Coordination
with States, Tribes, and Territories -- that was
Sept enber 15th, 2017. You go down through all of this,
and by the time you get down to Section 4.2.d.5 -- |I'm
sure you have that nenorized, Beth -- Item5, "within
180 days, a proposed categorical exclusion for proposed
projects that utilize comon practices solely intended
to enhance or restore habitat for species such as
sage- grouse grouse and/or nule deer.”

| have no idea what the -- categorical
exclusions fromwhat? It leaves ne -- |I'm baffled by
why that's in there and what it neans.

DI STRI CT MANAGER RANSEL: So |I'm gl ad you asked
t hat question. So a categorical exclusion is a term
related to conpliance with the National Environnmental

Policy Act. And at the departnmental |evel, Departnment
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of Interior, they identify certain types of actions that
t hey determ ne would have negligible inpact on the
environnment and thus can be excluded from needing to do
NEPA, Nati onal Environnental Policy Act, conpliance.

And so if that was devel oped, then it would
streanmine the ability to be responsive to those types
of actions in ternms of the requirenments for conpliance
with the National Environnmental Policy Act.

And there are a bunch of different categorical
exclusions that are available for you use in various
prograns that BLM has, and so if they were to devel op
t hat one, that would be another one related to wildlife.

MEMBER MJUTH: So it's a noving target to go
t hrough each individual project as you go?

DI STRI CT MANAGER RANSEL: Not necessarily.
Wel |, the docunentation is, but a categorical exclusion,
what they're referring to is actually the authority to
use a categorical exclusion docunentation for that type
of project. So it's authorization at the departnental
| evel that you could streamine the conpliance with the
Nati onal Environnmental Policy Act. | don't know if
that's clear as nud.

MEMBER MUTH: It is. At the departnment |evel,
you say you can have brush files for enhanced habitat

for quail, and, and so further on down when you actually

Page 45

Personal Court Reporters, A Veritext Company
818-988-1900




A W DN

ol

10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24
25

do the EIR/EIS, you don't have to justify that?
could just assune it's going to be a mtigating
activity? | still am--

DI STRI CT MANAGER RANSEL: \here this fit

You

S in

that you wouldn't be -- so when you have an action and

you're determ ning conpliance with the Nati onal

Environmental Policy Act, you determ ne the appropriate

| evel of documentation needed for that. That coul d be

at the categorical exclusion level, if there's one that

applies and fits or if there's one that fits what

you're

doing, or it could be at the Environnental Assessnent

| evel or at the Environnental |npact Statenent |evel.

So if you had a categorical exclusion you' re

using and it was applicable, you would not prepare an EA

or an EIS for that action. So you would docunent

use of

t hat categorical exclusion saying that it applies to

that action, and then your conpliance with the | aw would

be done.
I s that hel ping?

MEMBER MUTH: It's still nmurky.

DI STRI CT MANAGER RANSEL: Ckay. |'mgiving you

a NEPA 101. So we could talk nore, if that wll

hel p

you, for sure. And we al so have Nat han here from our

pl anni ng and environmental shop that would help as well.

MEMBER BURKE: [|'Ill explain it to you.
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CHAI RPERSON BANI'S:  Any ot her questions or
comments on the Desert Manager Report? Good.

Let's open it up, if we may, to the public for
comment on the Desert Manager Reports. | have speaker
cards from John Stewart, Linda Castro, Sam Merk
Ed Wal dheim This is for comments on the DM report.

John Stewart, three mnutes is yours.

MR. STEWART: Good norning, DAC. The
State Director's Report provided a | ot of good
information. |Is there a copy of that that can be
obt ai ned or can be sent out, because generally in the
past there's been a copy of the report on the table, and
| did not see one. So | would like to have a copy of
t hat, pl ease.

The Mbjave Trails is an interesting issue here,
is that, |ike he pointed out, there's a three-year tine
limt in order to get the planning effort noving
forward. And because |I'mrepresenting California
Four - Wheel Drive Association, a |lot of our nenbers
recreate in that area, and whatever happens to the
Moj ave Trails and that surrounding area is very
inportant to its potential inmpact to the recreation
opportunity out there.

And seei ng how the scoping comments are

coll ected and being worked on, | would |like to express a
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concern fromthe Cal Four-Weel's position that steps
may be taken to manage the area and the actions out
there that may be done wi thout having a valid plan in

pl ace of which then you're actually inplenenting actions
wi t hout public coment. And | do not believe that's
appropriate action and what shoul d be done.

| understand that there is a shortage of
personnel and nman-hours to acconplish things within a
wor kl oad, but it's mandated by | aw that these steps be
done. Sonehow they should provide sonme kind of a
prioritization so that the public-at-large and the
recreationists at |large and people who use that area are
not adversely inpacted by managenent actions that go
ahead, you know, w thout the proper public review.

Thank you.

CHAI RPERSON BANI' S:  Thank you, John.

Linda Castro is next. And as she makes her way
to the podium those who put on their card to coment on
on the subject of Mjave Trails National Mynunent
Subgroup, | put that into itenms not on the agenda, and
that's comng right after this. Hang on. You'll cone
up next. Linda, followed by Sam Merk, Ed Wal dhei m

Wel come, Linda. Three m nutes on the
Desert Manager Report.

M5. CASTRO  Okay. Just on that part | want to
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verify.

CHAI RPERSON BANI'S: OF course.
MS. CASTRO Okay. So ny first question is,
you had nentioned that -- tal king about the scoping
report on the DRECP, | was al so wondering if you had any
new i nformati on on what the content of the Plan
Amendnment m ght include, or is it just we're stil
waiting to find out fromthe scoping conmments? That's
all you know? Okay.

Just wondering if you have any information on
when they mght fill the California State Director
position. Any information whether they're | ooking for
sonebody or anything at this point?

DI STRI CT MANAGER RANSEL: They did put out an
announcenent requesting applications for the position.
But it does take a period of tine for themto work
t hrough that process, so | don't have a sense yet for
how long it wll be.

MS. CASTRO My other comment was with regard
to Mojave Trails, so | guess that's all | have on this.
Thank you.

CHAI RPERSON BANI' S: Thank you, Linda. Sam and
t hen Ed.

MS. MERK: | would like to recognize

Mari e Brashear also. She was a great |lady and a
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cornerstone of the desert.

In regards to the manager's report, the field
managers are required to give us little papers in
regards to what's happening in their field office. |
woul d like to see the Desert Manager Report in witing.
And | would also |like to include budgetary items for the
district. |1've said this before on nunerous tines.

s nmy tinme up?

CHAI RPERSON BANI'S:  No. Go ahead, Sam

MS. MERK: As far as the agenda itens, | would
like to see themlisted No. 1, 2, 3, 4 in this. And I
mention it here because | know it's under your
advi sement. And | would also like to see all the
pertinent information, |ike Executive Order 13555
(as spoken), included in this report too.

It would al so be wonderful at this time to have
the state have a paper in regards, and it would al so be
nice for the district to have, since we are noving
peopl e so qui ckly anynore, we don't know who's in charge
of that. So it would be nice for transparency for the
public. Thank you.

CHAI RPERSON BANI' S:  Thank you, Sam

Ed Wal dheim  Wel cone, Ed.

MR. WALDHEI M  Thank you. Council nenbers,

Ed Wal dheim Friends of Jawbone.
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I'"'mso glad that you're getting to neet again
two years after this crazy. N ce seeing you too
(addressing the court reporter). [|'ll slow down.

Beth, on your report, | concur one hundred
percent wwth Sam We'd |like to have reports. As
Mari e Brashear would al so say, give ne the reports, show
me the paperwork. And we sure will mss the girl when

she's not here.
But the one thing that
your report on the financi al

tal ki ng about the OHV program

| would love to see in

It

side of it

-- nobody

is

brings mllions and

mllions of dollars to you.

It's not

appropri ated

dollars. It's noney that you' re getting to provide

opportunities for the off-road vehicle people and the

general public to get accesses to their area that they

want to visit. We have a little bit said in El Centro

report, but nobody is saying anything about the noney.

We have a Friends neeting com ng up January 7th

and 8th. | hope everybody participates in that. W

have plenty of noney available. Governor Brown put it

in there, and | hope the new governor will authorize

that also. But the participation needs to be within the

OHV program

And just as Sam said, the witten report from

you, and what inpact is -- have you added all the
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tallies and how many mllions of dollars is the OHV
program contributing to your activity here plus on the
statewide? It's mllions of dollars. Yet we don't even
acknow edge it. W don't even talk about it. That
needs to be rectified. Thank you.

CHAI RPERSON BANI' S: Thank you, Ed. Thank you,
everybody, for the coments on the Desert Manager
Report .

All set, Beth? Any other comments, questions?
DAC nmenbers? Good. |If there are no objections, I'd
like to now nove into public comment for itens not on
t he agenda. And we have a handful of cards,
approxi mtely eight cards, and again these cards | have
in the order that they were received. So forgive nme if
this becones sort of a permanent order for today's
speaki ng schedul e. But John Stewart is up first,
foll omed by Linda Castro, foll owed by
Li nda Wicher pf enni g.

John.

MR. STEWART: Good norning. John Stewart with
Cal i fornia Four-Wheel Drive Associ ation.

At the last neeting there was -- and it was
menti oned earlier about the five-year strategic plan.
Various information was provided, and yet there was

supposedly a link going to be mailed out. |I'mstill
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waiting for that information, please.

| appreciate some of the information about the
pendi ng reorgani zation, but it's scant as to what it is,
and | would like to see that as a major agenda item at
some point in the future. That's very inportant to what
happens.

And as to the council neetings have dealt in
depth with the desert tortoise, but it's been a couple
of years since we've heard about what is happening with
the desert tortoise and with the Recovery | npl enentation
Plan that is supposedly in the works. So I would Iike
to see an agenda item conme up to address the desert
tortoi se and the progress on the Recovery |Inplenentation
Pl ans. Thank you.

CHAI RPERSON BANI' S: Thank you, John. Next
speaker, Linda Castro, please. These are the itens not
on the agenda.

M5. CASTRO. | have -- okay.

CHAI RPERSON BANI'S:  This is for itenms not on
t he agenda, including the Mpjave National Trails Plan.

MS. CASTRO Can | go |last on that category?

CHAI RPERSON BANI'S: Certainly.

Li nda Wicher pfennig, followed by Sam Merk

MS. WUCHERPFENNI G Good norni ng, Desert

Advi sory Council. M nanme is Linda Wicher pfennig.
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Everybody just refer to me as "Linda." That |ast nane
is a mout hful.

| wanted to take this opportunity to introduce
to the Desert Advisory Conmttee and the public-at-Iarge
a new grass-roots effort out of the Little Rock area
near Palndale, California. W are the Friends of Little
Rock Dam and wor ki ng col |l aboratively with Los Angel es
Nati onal Forest, Palndale Water District and the
community at large on getting that dam reopen for al
forms of recreation.

The Little Rock Dam Recreation Area resides in
the San Gabriel Muntains National Mnunment on the north
side. It is within the community of Little Rock
California. And one of the things that we are doing is
that this damrecreation area has been closed since 2015
on the front part, and on the back part, which was
primarily canpi ng and OHV opportunities, has been closed
since the 1990s due to Arroyo Toad habitat. So we are
now working to get all of these areas open, primarily
concentrating at this tine on the front part of the dam

We had two very successful weekends in June of
2018, where we had people cone out with OHV being the
dom nant recreation at that tinme called nud bogging. |If
you' ve never seen nud bogging, it is a very amusing and

amazi ng sport to watch. It puts a whole new spin on
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We wanted to take this opportunity, like |
said, to introduce ourselves to you to let you know t hat
we're here. This is our first step in very, very needed
recreation opportunities in the southeast
Ant el ope Valley. Please don't forget us. W' re out
there. We're part of the desert. And we really need
your recognition and your help. And thank you.

CHAI RPERSON BANI'S: Terrific. Thank you,

Li nda.

Al, question for Linda.

MEMBER MJTH: Li nda.

MS. WUCHERPFENNI G Yes, sir.

MEMBER MJUTH: [|'ve got to ask, what's changed
with the Arroyo Toad that would allow this to open up
agai n?

MS. WUCHERPFENNI G. At this point in time
not hi ng has changed. The Pal ndale Water District is
currently working on a project where they have the dam
cl osed and have a biol ogist involved, because there was
an EIR that went out to get this work acconpli shed.
They are doing a construction project where they are
building a levy that will slow the sedinentation rate
into the dam but also to protect the Arroyo Toad

habi t at .
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At this point we don't know the count of the
Arroyo Toad is. W don't know when that's going to cone
out, but our expectation is that the Pal ndal e Water
District biologist and conpany they hired are going to
conduct this toad count after that's done.

So we will probably approach this project of
reopeni ng the back canpgrounds and OHV trail that |eads
back to the Angeles Forest in about two years, but we're
starting to build a foundation for that by going
ahead -- and we are now part of the CTAC famly. W'l
be able to in 2020, apply for grants that will assist
t he Forest Service with education operations and so
forth and also work with the Center for Biologica
Diversity on what we can do to mtigate the habitat and
protect it and at the same tinme getting the road open
for recreation and canping. There was a beauti ful
canpground they closed down.

MEMBER MUTH: So |I'm assum ng you woul d then
need sone sort of recovery statenent fromthe U S. Fish
and Wldlife Service --

MS. WUCHERPFENNI G Absol utely.

MEMBER MUTH: -- or Departnent of Fish and
Widlife --

MS. WUCHERPFENNI G.  Absol utel y.

MEMBER MJUTH: -- so their biologists will make
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t he determ nation?

M5. WUCHERPFENNI G. | think, yes, to the best
of nmy knowl edge at this time, but also in collaboration
with the Angel es National Forest.

MEMBER MUTH: Could be a | ong process.

MS5. WUCHERPFENNI G We understand that, but if
we reach that goal of getting that part of recreation
back up there, it's well worth the effort and the tine.

MEMBER MUTH:  Okay.

MS. WUCHERPFENNI G Thank you. Anyone el se?

CHAI RPERSON BANI' S:  Thank you, Linda. Any
questions? Very good.

Sam Merk, you're up next, followed by
Ed Wal dheim followed by Ni cholas. Very good. Thank
you.

M5. MERK: Sam Merk. | would like for sone
future agenda itens to be placed, and | understand this
is the monent to tal k about it.

We have a problem The problemis, sonetines
we need things to be put in the Federal Register. And
due to the bureaucracy's huge back | oad, sonetinmes these
Federal Register notices don't go up when they should go
up, and everybody's -- the public is waiting and waiting
and waiting. | would like for the DAC to put it onto

their future agenda itens a discussion on howto
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stream ine the Federal Register notices, because this is
for the public. And the public nmakes up the DAC, and

t he DAC makes up suggestions to the BLM 1'd like for
that to be on there.

Anot her thing | would |like to be placed on the
agenda itens is in 2016 there was a Groundwat er
Sustainability Act that was passed by the State of
California. Howis this going to inpact the seeps and
the springs and actually the vegetation that is on the
desert? It's going to inpact a |ot of other things too.
And | think we need to put -- take off the blinders and
take a good |l ook at this. Thank you.

CHAI RPERSON BANI' S: Thank you, Sam

Ed WAl dhei m

MR. WALDHEIM  Ed Wal dheim Friends of Jawbone
CTUC, California Trail Users Coalition.

As Randy pointed out, in front of you you have
a stack of maps. California Department of Parks and
Recreation OHV program has pretty nuch funded that whole
program There are now 20 maps covering from
OCceano Dunes all the way to Needles to Col orado River
all the way to Inyo National Forest Sierra National
Forest and all the way down to the Col orado River.
| ncr edi bl e.

Anyt hing that you see that is green, that is
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good for OHV, |ight blue, street legal. And the whole
pur pose of this, we want people to understand where you
can recreate and where you than can't recreate and what
type of vehicle can recreate. It's all going to be on
OM sheadGPS. com  You can download it. You can al so get
it on the e-mail, or you can put it on your phone and
you find out with a dot where you actually are. Once
you load it down on your nachine, you don't have to pick
it up on the internet because it's already in there.

In the packet you have a little sheet of paper
we put on there. [It's an order form and we encourage
you to send that into the Friends of Jawbone station.
Bob has it there. |If you want to pick up the maps, they
are all in the Jawbone station.

You go to Jawbone station between nine and five
seven days a week, and the staff there can give you any
boxes if you want. Cisco Fernandez wants to nake sure
they are free. W have a price tag on it because, if a
price tag isn't on it, people think it's not worth
anything. But he wants to make sure the public gets it
into their hands. So, field managers, please order the
forms. Get the maps out there, because they don't do
any good sitting there at the Jawbone station. And we
keep on doi ng updating, updating, and updati ng.

When the WEMO cones out, we're going to have a
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big job to try to update them again, so pl ease nake
yoursel f available. Send in the order form and we'l
try to get themto you or take themto you, or you can
pi ck them up. Thank you.

CHAI RPERSON BANI'S:  Terrific. Thank you, Ed.

Ni chol as, followed by Mark Al gazy, followed by
Rex Ni shi nor a.

And forgive ne, Nicholas. | didn't get the
| ast name. Is this your first DAC neeting?

MR. RAJEN.  Yes.

CHAI RPERSON BANI' S:  Wel cone. What's your full
nanme, please?

MR. RAJEN. Thank you. So ny nane is
Ni chol as Raj en.

CHAI RPERSON BANI' S:  Thank you.

MR. RAJEN:. And I'mwth the Native Anmerican
Land Conservancy.

CHAI RPERSON BANI' S: The floor is yours.

MR. RAJEN. Good norning, and thank you for
hol ding this neeting and for also holding the regular
forum for public and focus sessions on matters affecting
the desert ecosystem

"' m here on behalf of Native American Land
Conservancy and the intertribal non-profit organization

| ocated in the Coachella Valley, also serving as storers
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of the O d Wonman Mountain Preserve, which is | ocated
48 mles west of the Colorado River in the expanse of
the --

THE REPORTER: Can you sl ow down.

MR. RAJEN: Ckay. Sorry.

And we're also the storers of Coyote Hole, a
new y acquired parcel located in the town of Joshua Tree
just outside of the national park. Qur mssionis to
protect the cultural environnmental resources of the
desert | andscape and to educate tribal youth and public
communities on the cultural heritage and traditional
knowl edge of the |andscape and the cosnps.

We are here asking the DAC to formally initiate
Moj ave Trails National Mnunent group, as every day that
the BLMwaits to engage in a formal planning process, it
| oses anot her chance for sacred sites, countless
cultural resources and a delicate ecosystem al ready
stressed by devel opnment industrial activities to |ose
protected status instated by Nati onal Monunent
Procl amati on.

| amcurrently nmenber of a tribal comunity
subcommi ttee for the nmonument and request that the DAC
establish a tribal coalition so that the BLM can
respectfully and legally interact with native nations on

a governnent-to-governnment basis and at a community
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[ evel as well.

Formati on of such a coalition will serve as a
nodel for rest of the country, not only as act of
goodwi | I, but al so an opportunity to share in the
know edge and the narratives of diverse tribal
communi ties, sharing the know edge and narratives that
di verse tribal communities have devel oped over centuries
and mllennia, leading to a world view that recognizes
the land, the flora and fauna, the soil, the water and
the air as sacred and deserving of as nuch respect as |
woul d give to nmy nother or ny brother and anything el se
on this planet.

Yeah, so thank you very nuch for your time and,
yeah, just want to formthat coalition. Thank you.

CHAI RPERSON BANI'S: Nichol as, thanks for com ng
to the DAC neeting. | appreciate it. Hope to see you
nore often.

MR. RAJEN. Yeah. Also |looking forward to the
rest of the day.

CHAI RPERSON BANI' S: Good. Questions?
Comments? Thank you.

Mark, followed by Rex, followed by
Rut h Hi dal go.

MR, ALGAZY: H . | don't have a prepared

statenent, but 1'd like to tal k about three different
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things. Hopefully |I can get through themin three
m nut es.

The first has to do with my own speci al
acknow edgnent for Steve Razo. |In every organization
there is a go-to person, and in my experience in the ten
years |'ve been involved with the BLM and the
Desert District, |'ve conme to know Steve as the
W zard of Oz, the machine behind the curtain. You get a
| ot of people that do a fancy song and dance, but if you
wanted a strai ght answer, you went to Steve.

| didn't always |ike what he had to say. |
didn't always agree with what he had to say. But | knew
if I wanted to get a straight answer on what the BLM s
position was, | could go to Steve and | would get that
answer. And | don't know how we're going to replace
sonebody |like that. W' ve got a whole bunch of
song- and- dance people, many this government, and people
li ke Steve are a precious comuodity.

So I want to give you nmy own special thanks for
your service, Steve. |'ve sure appreciated it.

The second thing | want to tal k about was
Marie. Marie was one of my four cornerstones in the
| and-use world. | have | eaned heavily on Marie and
Ed Wal dhei m and Ron Schiller and Sam for mnmy educati on.

Marie -- there aren't enough words. There just aren't
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enough words.

| was fortunate to go to |aw school, and | aw
was ny specialty. That was one of the things Marie had
that I thought I had an edge on her. On the other hand
people skills weren't necessarily my strong suit. |

| ook to sonebody like Ed for a big education on people

skills. 1 look to Sam for the NEPA cornerstone. But
Mari e, she had themall. She had an edge on politics as
well. And Randy can attest to how nuch information, how

much education that she passed on to him

| was probably her last pupil, and I'm
extrenely grateful for everything that she gave nme. And
| know she was so happy when | took ny seat on the
council, that she felt sonme small part that what she had
to share was being carried forward. And | was proud to
take ny seat and carry that torch for her. So I wanted
that to be part of the record.

The last thing | wanted to tal k about was this
concept when two words do not belong together. W cal
it an oxynoron. We like to make fun of nbst oxynorons,
sonmething like "mlitary intelligence." People |augh
about that. They say, "Those things don't bel ong
together.” But in the case of the Secretari al
Order 3355 having to do with stream ining NEPA, that's

not just an oxynoron. That's dangerous.
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Denocracy, it's been said, is a nessy process.
Due process is even nessier than denocracy. And when
you tal k about sonething |ike stream ining NEPA, you're
tal ki ng about cutting the public potentially out of
meani ngful access to this | and use process. And I'm
extrenmely concerned about this 3355, and | | ook forward
with ny good friend and mentor Sam Merk to bei ng hawks
when it comes to watchi ng how 3355 is inplenented.
Thank you.

CHAI RPERSON BANI' S: Thank you, Mark, for
recounting all of the history for us and hel pi ng us
remenber Marie's contribution.

Next is Rex, followed by Ruth, followed by
Gerry Hillier.

H, Rex. Wlconme to the Desert Advisory
Council. The floor is yours for three m nutes.

MR. NI SHI MORA: |'m an amateur rockhound.
don't really represent any group. But our famly has
been using the desert for the past five years or nore,
and | would hate to think that restricting our access
woul d prevent us fromall the wonderful experiences
we've had out there. And with all these people that are
willing to cone to the desert, the off-roaders, the
ranchers, they deserve that access because they have an

interest in the desert.
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And | think we should consider maintaining
four-wheel drive access into the desert so people |ike
this can continue to use this and preserve and conserve
its resources. Thank you.

CHAI RPERSON BANI'S: O course. Thank you.

Any comments? Questions fromthe DAC?

MEMBER M TCHELL: Yeah, Randy. You sure you

got the heater on, or you got the air-conditioner on?

CHAI RPERSON BANI'S: | see the door is propped
open to get a little heat in. Is that it? | wonder if
it is entirely out. It started getting better, but

maybe that was the body heat of everybody. Let's get
into some nore contentious issues, and maybe we'll raise
the heat up a little.

Ruth, followed by Gerry, then followed by
Julie Mtchell

So Ruth Hidalgo. Hi, Ruth.

M5. HIDALGO. Hi. Ruth Hidalgo, recreational
rockhound.

| had put a coment on the Mojave Trails
Nat i onal Monunment Subgroup. | recognize that the BLMis
i nundated in seeing all these Executive Orders and how
to conply with those. However |I'm also hearing that we
have partnerships that we're working with that are

taking direction with the nmonunment and we have groups
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that we're working with

Well, how do rockhounds get in there? How do
we become part of that if it's not part of the subgroup?

DI STRI CT MANAGER RANSEL: | woul d encourage you
to reach out to Kyle Sullivan or M ke Ahrens. Right now
we have a staff of one dedicated to the nonunent, but
he's pretty commtted, and he's really engaged in trying
to devel op partnerships in those gateway communities and
t hat kind of thing.

MS. HI DALGO | have reached out to Kyle. He
is very responsive. He actually asked ne to contact
you, Frazier, which | did via e-mail, and | didn't get
any response.

But rockhounds have sone valid and val uabl e
input as to the nmonunment. The idea that our hobby coul d
get allowed is a big deal to us, and we want to be
i ncluded, and we don't want the nonunent to start taking
direction in planning without our input. And so we
would really like find a way to get involved in that if
we're not going to have the DAC subgroup take action.

DI STRI CT MANAGER RANSEL: As |'ve noted
before -- so I'"mjust going to respond. As | noted
before, is that right now we really don't have the
capacity to really undertake a planning effort. So

we're definitely not running off w thout engaging. W
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just aren't there yet. But we can engage in the interim
peri od.

You know, | encourage you to work with Kyle on,
you know, what your needs are, what your thoughts are
and things like that. But the planning effort isn't
nmovi ng very fast right now So we're not |eaving you
behind. We definitely know that the rockhounding is an
i nportant use in Myjave Trails, and when we do get to
pl anni ng, you're definitely going to have a seat at the
t abl e.

MS. HI DALGO. Thank you.

CHAI RPERSON BANI'S: And | recall that shortly
following the president's proclamati on designating the
nati onal nmonunent, Secretary Jewell issued a letter
specifically allowing gemand mneral collecting in the
nmonunment during that interimperiod. So until that
process has begun, gem and m neral collecting wll
continue to be allowed in the nmonunment, is ny
under standi ng. And so that should be of sone wel cone to
rockhounds in the interim

But | do understand getting confortable and
t hen not seeing the notices go by and finding that a
pl anni ng process may have el uded your interests. So |
appreciate that, and we want to keep everybody infornmed

on where we go with this and when we are ready to nove
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forward on it so that we could get everyone's input.
Thank you.

Next is Gerry Hillier, followed by
Julie Mtchell and then Linda for itens not on the
agenda.

MR, HI LLIER: Thank you, M. Chairman. And
good nmorning to the council. | nmessed up there on the
card. | should have probably submtted two or three
cards, but I'Il try to get through within the allotted
time.

First off I would be remiss if |I didn't say a
word about Marie. Her activity with the desert
certainly has coincided with ny 40-plus years, and she
was a regular attendee at these neetings. And | can
tell you that 30 days before she died, she was on the
phone to nme asking questions about policy and prograns,
and she renmmi ned engaged to the very, very end. And |
think it reflects her concern over the desert issues.
And her nmenory will last a long tinme, certainly with al
of us who dealt with her. So she was a very speci al
| ady.

A couple of things on the District Manager
Report. Which six seats are com ng up? You didn't
i ndi cate the disciplines.

CHAI RPERSON BANI'S: | have it. It's Billy,
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Nat han, Al .

MR, HI LLIER: Wbuld you go by discipline.

CHAI RPERSON BANI'S: O course. Billy is range
| ands. Nathan is mning and m nerals, or nonrenewabl e
resources, we call it. Al, biology/wildlife
representative. Bob Robinson is public at |arge.

Bob Burke represents public at |arge, and nyself,
recreation representative. And those terns will expire
on February 19, 20109.

MR. HI LLIER.  Thank you.

DI STRI CT MANAGER RANSEL: One thing to note is
that with the charter -- | think we're going to talk
about the charter a little bit |ater, but sone of those
di sciplines were characterized just a little bit
differently in the revised charter. So | woul d
encourage fol ks that have an interest in that to take a
| ook at the way they're characterized in the new charter
and consi der that when they do go ahead and submt
nom nations in response to our Federal Register Notice
in the future.

MR. HI LLIER. Thank you. Second thing, nention
was nmade of the subgroup. And | serve on the
Dunont Subgroup. And you said you were going out for
applications. WII there be a necessity to reapply for

t hose seats, because San Bernardi no County has a
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representative. | serve as general public
representative. | just wanted to know if we need to
reapply for those two seats.

CHAI RPERSON BANI'S: Are we filling only enpty
seat s?

MS. SYMONS: | would recomend coordi nating
with Steve to make sure we're square with that. Stay
tuned, Gerry. 1'll get back with you.

MR. HILLIER: Thank you. One thing that is not
on the agenda -- two things that are not on the agenda
that | definitely wanted to nention. First off | want
to echo John Stewart's comments on havi ng sonet hi ng on
desert tortoise. There's been a |ot going on. The
Recovery I nplenmentati on Teans are functional, com ng up
with projects. Managenent oversight group has set
priorities. And | think certainly the bureau needs to
share the status of the ongoing efforts with the counci
and seek their input.

The second thing I'd like to touch on is the
Desert Landscape Conservati on Cooperatives. These
things still exist. There's 22 of themnnationally, and
the main one of interest here is the Desert Landscape
Conservation Quorum Relief being run by a lady from
Bureau of Recl amation out of Boulder City but covers al

of the area from foot of Tehachapi Muntains to the
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Pecos River in Texas.

There are three pilot progranms going on, and
one of theminvolves this district. |It's called the
East Mbjave. There's a |longer name. The East Moj ave
Conservation Partnership, | think, is the current nanme
that they're going under. And they're gathering data
and devel oping all kinds of information on indicator
speci es.

And it basically is a group of biologists. It
does not include the public at this point, and one of
the things that | have been encouragi ng through the
coordi nating conmttee and --

(Buzzer sounded.)

CHAI RPERSON BANI' S:  Conti nue, please.

MR. HILLIER: -- through the coordinating
commttee and also fromthe seat on the steering
conmmttee that | was appointed to |ast year -- and
John Stewart al so serves on the steering commttee -- is
that it involves Southeastern Inyo County and
Nort heastern San Bernardi no County and extends on into
Nevada.

Somebody nenti oned groundwater resources. And
| think groundwater will prove to be one of the major
topi cs of concern and controversy as that proceeds.

Whet her that's going to provide just sinply data that
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can be used by the agencies and the public or whether
they will get into providing | and use reconmendati ons |
don't know, and that's one of the things that is
unknown.

But | think the council would be rem ss and the
bureau woul d be remi ss in not bringing the efforts of
that group forward and sharing themw th the council.
It appears to be something there that they certainly --
again, it's atied to the Secretarial Order that
predated this admnistration but still seens to be in
effect, and they' re noving forward, so | would encourage
you to stay tuned with that project.

And | think for right now !l think that's all |1
have. But thank you very much for nmeeting at
Ri dgecrest. I'mglad to see the council is back
functioni ng agai n.

CHAI RPERSON BANI' S: Thank you, Gerry. And
happy birthday.

MR. HI LLIER.  Thank you very nuch

CHAI RPERSON BANI'S: We had the privil ege of
celebrating with Gerry very nmuch Thursday at the
Roundt abl e nmeeting. It was nice to see you conme up to
t hat .

MR. HILLIER: Well, thank you very nuch. Most

former BLM district managers put on the saddl ebags and
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ride off into the sunset, and | made a m st ake of
sticking around too damm | ong, probably. Sonmebody w |
be glad when | ride off into the sunset. But in the
meantinme |'ve nmanaged to stay engaged through several
consulting jobs. And frankly I would m ss you.

CHAI RPERSON BANI'S: We would m ss you too, and
we've |earned a ot as well.

Any questions for the birthday boy? Very good.
Thank you.

MR, HILLIER | won't admt how many years that

CHAI RPERSON BANI'S: W won't guess.

Julie, followed by Linda, and last will be
Li sbet Thoresen.

Hi, Julie.

MRS. M TCHELL: Hi. Good norning. |'m going
to have to read because | just put this together right
Now.

Ckay. So at the last neeting in Victorville
there was a notion nmade by -- there was a notion nmade to
put on the agenda for this neeting the answer to the
guestion of how the BLMretired grazing | eases for the
DRECP. And these |eases did not just affect Jay Moon.
They affected other applicants and our famly. W stil

have not had this answered, and we've been waiting for a
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very long tine.

We requested the mnutes for this neeting, and
| know Steve tried to send them They didn't go
t hrough. So we would like to have a copy if that would
be possi bl e.

Anot her thing we'd like to address is the help
we' ve been receiving for the OHV traffic on our ranch
fromKatrina and Mark. We need to continue to work on
this issue, and we need to be able to conme up with a
solution for the main weekends when we work cattle when
our famly is available and our friends are available to
come. They happen to be the sane five weekends that are
the busiest tinme for OHV. So | know it's an issue, but
we are going to have to keep working for solutions,
because we make noney -- we pay noney too al so, just
li ke the OHV, for our rights and for our ranch.

l"mgoing to take a mnute to tell you thank
you for honoring Marie. |I'msorry. W had the
opportunity this year -- | can't renenber what nonth it
was, but she got appointed to the board in Lucerne, and
it was just really endearing to see that. And also
congratul ations to Steve on his retirenment. Thank you.

CHAI RPERSON BANI'S: Thank you, Julie. Geat to
see you at the m crophone.

Billy?
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MEMBER M TCHELL: Yeah.

CHAI RPERSON BANI'S:  Activism here. Ww Good
fam|ly.

Li nda, and | ast woul d be Lisbet.

MS. CASTRO Linda Castro, Cal WId.

Most of my comments -- actually all of ny
comments are related to Mojave Trails. First of all
Beth, one of the things that you mentioned earlier is
that there are a |ot of preplanning things going on, and
|"d kind of like to have a little nore information on
what that is. But | would like to propose that
conveni ng a nonunent subgroup for Mjave Trails should
be one of those preplanning things.

| understand you don't have the resources to go
ahead with planning, but it takes a while for those
people to be vetted. Maybe sonme of the people that
applied two years ago are no |onger even avail able or
interested. It's going to take a while to get that
process even going. So | agree with sone of the other
peopl e who nmentioned they would |ike to see that process
start.

And then secondly I would |like to nake sure
t hat, when that process does nove forward, that BLM
makes the space for tribal engagenment and not just

checking off the box that says they've conplied with
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Section 106.

l"d like to see BLM do at | east a couple of
things: Invite tribes to take part in a tribal
conm ssion that provides input regarding cultural
resources, |like what was supposed to happen with
Bears Ears and/or do a separate Cultural Resources
Managenent Plan, |ike they are apparently going to be
doing with Grand Staircase and Bears Ears, invite tribes
into formally inventorying and i nform ng the managenent
of the nonunent.

Yeah, so if you could maybe expand upon your
comment about preplanning things going on, I'd like to
know a bit nore about that.

DI STRI CT MANAGER RANSEL: So there was work
bei ng done on gathering existing data as well as
devel opi ng the anal ysis of managenent situations, so the
exi sting condition on a nunber of fronts. And | know
there's been continuous work on that, although, you
know, it's slowed dramatically since we haven't had a
| ot of staffing to work on it lately. But that's the
pi ece, would be the stuff that would be necessary for us
to gather in order to even start |ooking forward, is to
figure out what we currently have in place. So that's
what | was referring to.

And | definitely appreciate your comrent on the
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tri bal engagenent, and think that it's a critical
conponent. And that will definitely be sonething, once
we get to the point where we would be initiating

pl anning, to think about the best way to nake sure we
are engaging with the tribes in fulfilling the

requi rements but al so a whol ehearted engagenent so that
we're getting their feedback.

M5. CASTRO Well, | definitely would strongly
encourage you to think about convening the nonunent
subgroup. | would al so propose that tribal engagenent
in the national nonunment processes be included as an
agenda itemfor a future DAC neeting. Thank you.

CHAI RPERSON BANI' S:  Thank you, Linda.

Comment s, questions on what we've heard?

Just in general, if I my, |'m happy to know
that there are allowances in place for gem and m neral
collecting in the national nmonunment in the interim
period until planning is put in place. |'malso
grateful that the NLCS, Nation Landscape Conservation
Lands, and the ACECs that were put into place by the
Desert Renewabl e Energy Conservation Plan provide a
| evel of protection for those |ands, a | evel of
protection that didn't exist before, especially with
respect to what nmany consi der one of the bigger

devel opers in the desert, and that's the renewabl e
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ener gy devel opnent. So that is not going to be
occurring there.

And so I'mjust wanting to say that those | ands
within that space are -- have at |east sonme |evels of
protection against sonme of the things that the public
has issued concerns with today. And it nay not be the
| evel of protection that you' re | ooking to see in the
end, but we are in a better place than we were a couple
of years ago with respect to protecting those resources
wi th having had the DRECP.

So I'mnot saying that it takes any -- that the
pl anni ng process is not inmportant. But | am recogni zi ng
that we've had sonme benefits put into place for the
| andscape and for recreation because parts of the | ands
within the nmonument were designated as Recreation
Managenent Areas. And |I'mglad that those were al so
sonewhat in place.

| feel that we have sone kind of a detente, at
least in the interimhere, that blends in with the next
concern of what Beth says. And that is, renmenber,
subgroups exist to advise us. And the subgroup is
nmeeting and requesting us to issue advice to the BLM
And the BLM does not have a vehicle for processing that
advi ce and taking that advice and inplenmenting that

advi ce.
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It feels to ne Iike what we used to do at tines
at the DAC by comenting on projects that hadn't even
been proposed yet or hadn't cone up. We weren't there
yet, and we weren't -- we were |ooking to issue advice,
but the BLM wasn't in a position to act on it or take
it. So | was greatly frustrated by the false start of
the previous subgroup process. It was frustrating.

Most of my frustration came fromessentially
sonmewhat my being the face of the DAC in our processes,
and | was called out regularly and repeatedly --
congressional offices, menbers of the public, interest
groups -- as to, "What did you do to screw this thing
up?" | may have done sonmething. | don't know.

But what |I'msaying is, it was very
frustrating, and it was very hard for ne. And | feel a
little gun shy. | want to make sure we get this next
process through, we have our noni nations for the
subgroup, we formthat subgroup, we set it out, and we
get it going on the bus down the road and gets its job
done, no false starts, no roadbl ocks, no hesitation. |
just don't feel that the wheels are greased yet, and |I'm
afraid we're just going to have another one of those
fal se starts.

And | just want to take Beth's comments at

heart with respect to the capacity and what we want to
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do there. That's all |'m saying.

Rebuttal s? Rhetorics? |It's earned. Well
t hank you.

Go ahead, Frazier. | really would like to hear
the other side of this. It has to be said, so sonebody
do it, whether they believe it or not.

MEMBER HANEY: | hear you, Randy. | think
understand. | think what | continue to hear across the
desert is people froma variety of different stakehol der
groups want a way to engage on the national nonunents
with BLMdirectly. [It's not enough to have silence on
how t he nonunents are going to be managed.

I think that what M ke and Kyl e have done with
29 Pal ms and hol ding those listening sessions with the
newl y fornmed business inprovenent district is brilliant,
and | think that people are |ooking for ways to engage.
| think that's what's at the root of it. The subgroup
seens like a really good vehicle to do so.

If there are other ways that the public can
engage to get the planning efforts started, to coll ect
ideas, to collect information about how Mojave Trails
m ght look in five or ten years, | think that woul d
satisfy a lot of folks.

Just as an exanple to Ruth's point, there is a

pl anni ng process goi ng on in southeast Uah, and | think
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maybe for the first tinme casual collection has cone up
as an all owabl e use in a national nmonunment for rocks.
Well, | think we can start to think about what that

| ooks like for Myjave Trails, because it will come up at
sonme point, and | think people are open to that
conversation to these variety of different uses out

t here.

CHAI RPERSON BANI' S: Thank you. Thank you very
much.

Billy?

MEMBER M TCHELL: You know, we have renewabl e
resources, which obviously is ranching industry. W' ve
got m ning. The rockhounds -- | nmean, wouldn't they
cone under the representative of m ning?

CHAI RPERSON BANI'S:  No. Recreation.

MEMBER M TCHELL: Oh, just recreation? |1s that
what it is? That's what | didn't get. Thank you.

CHAI RPERSON BANI'S: O course. Thank you,
ever ybody.

Oh, please, Mchelle.

MEMBER LONG  Yeah. | just wanted to foll ow up
with what Frazier was saying. As far as the subgroup is
concerned, | don't feel it's necessary to have i nmmedi ate
action per se fromthe BLM But having a subgroup in

pl ace just to get the ideas out there in a very
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prelimnary preplanning phase, | think, would be useful
just to get the ideas out there, so even if the BLMis
not i medi ately available to respond and act because
they're not quite at that point yet, just getting that
out there, | think.

CHAI RPERSON BANI'S:  And renenber that
conversation that a subgroup woul d have would conme to
us, and then we woul d di scuss and adapt or adopt, revise
or not the recommendation as we pass forward. So it
woul d be an engagenent.

But the subgroup is not a direct engagenent
with the BLMin terns of direct advisory nature. They
do certainly work closely with the BLM and staff and
gquestions and answers and concerns on the subgroup
nmeeti ngs, but any advice that's generated at the
subgroup | evel conmes back to us. Then it's up to us to
fornmul ate that advice to the BLM

Did | see someone? Bob.

MEMBER BURKE: All that being said, if we have
a national nonunent, we're supposed to have a managenent
plan. W don't have a managenent plan. Howis it being
managed wi t hout any input fromthe public through the
subgroup to the DAC to the bureau? No managenent plan,
no managenent. Thank you.

CHAI RPERSON BANI'S:  Very good. Any further
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| ast questions, coments? Thank you, everybody. Thank
you for the nenbers of the public.

Ch, wait. Did |l mss you, Lisbet? Sorry about
that. Thank you, Lisbet, please. You got it. You're
on.

MS. THORESEN:. | actually appreciate your
comments before m ne

CHAI RPERSON BANI'S:  You can give ne a rebuttal
now, pl ease.

MS. THORESEN: Lisbet Thoresen. |'mthe
Public Lands representative for the San Di ego M neral
Gens Soci ety.

First I want to say how nuch Marie is a loss to
our community in what she contributes and draws people
together in a very proactive way.

| want to say I'msorry for us that Steve is
| eaving, and you'll be m ssed. And | personally, being
such layperson and such a newbie, to have been gui ded
with a lot of consideration, | appreciate it.

Il would like to reiterate nost strongly the
concerns that Ruth Hidal go rai sed and what Bob Burke has
rai sed about needi ng a managenent plan. | think it was
a year ago and a day there was a neeting about the
Grand Staircase, about renmenbering Bears Ears, about

recreational and different kinds of uses. The deci si on
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came at the end of 2017. 1In eight nonths the BLM has
had a managenent plan put out. In August the coment
period just closed on a resource nmanagenent plan.

My concern is, now Secretary Zinke is stepping
down. His nunber two is taking over; is that correct?
Okay. Well, his nunber two used to be an officer of
Hadi z Cor poration, the |argest private |andowner, which
i's now surrounded conpletely by the nonunent.

And in the lack of a managenent plan, our
subgroups aren't getting any input to BLM as Mchelle
has suggested, that we can start that process going, so
when you're ready to receive it, that we're not playing
cat chup, because rockhounds have that experience of
feeling i ke we're always playing catchup, that we're
behi nd the curve, not even with the curve or ahead of
the curve a little bit.

And what concerns me with priorities of
possi bly this huge private conpany overdrafting the
aqui fer there and changi ng that |andscape, changi ng what
it nmeans for the conservation values, all of the other
st akehol der val ues, the recreation econony, which,
Frazier, | really |look forward to hearing sone report
t hat bal ances out that there are other econom es than
only exploitive drilling and resource exploitation. So

|"d really like to see that we find that bal ance.
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It is so hard when we're all fighting over the
same mllineters of land that we all care deeply about,
tribal values, recreation values, conservation val ues,
and then the needs for renewable energy and all of that.
| really feel |ike commercial considerations are going
to take the floor, because those are going to nove
forward, and it seens then all the other stakehol der
val ues are going to take whatever is left and their
contours will be defined by what's left. And that seens
an unreasonable, unfair thing. And | find that a
cyni cal thing.

CHAI RPERSON BANI' S: Thank you, Lisbet. Thank
you.

W're a few m nutes behind. W're 15 m nutes
behind, but I don't mnd. W' ve picked up sone conments
t hat we woul d have received this afternoon. So we're
stayi ng ahead of schedule on the whole of the day. But
that said, we do have a break com ng up shortly.

We have anot her public comment com ng. W have
anot her public coment comng, but | really do have to
introduce this agenda item This is very inportant.
It's really nuch of the meat and potatoes of why we're
here today, and that is the updated DAC charter. It is
very inportant.

To refresh everyone's nenory, earlier this year
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t he Desert Advisory Council had a charter renewed by
Secretary of the Interior. And the charter has changes
in the seats that we fill and has changes -- or, let's
say, has assignnents in terns of requests for input that
the secretary would like to see fromthe DAC

My questions to you are, knowi ng that what our
charge is, the approximately eight or so Executive
Orders that we've been asked to respond to and comment
on, how do we do that? Wen do we do that? In what
size bites and chunks do we do it? How would you I|ike
to approach this? What's your thoughts on how we nove
forward with respect to our new charge in our new
charter?

MEMBER M TCHELL: What tinmefranme do we have on
this just getting there?

CHAI RPERSON BANI'S: That's up to us too. |
mean, nore or less it's up to us. Let nme recount, if I
can. Just to start, let nme recount an opinion that |
gave to Beth. And that is that, nunber one, | think
we' re anxi ous, happy, willing to provide advi ce when
asked on whatever subject it may be, and this is an
opportunity for us to be heard, and the ears are open.
Good t hing.

But nunmber two, | also think that it's going to

be difficult for us to bite themall off all at the sane
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time. | don't see us having a neeting to review a --
don't think we have -- with our things we have going in
our lives, you know, with all the steer that you have to
brand and all the wilderness -- I'mjust kidding. You
know, we still have to do. But maybe we can take sone
in bites and chunks.

Are there sonme of those Secretarial Orders that
you feel are nore relevant to the Desert District and
not as relevant, because many of these Secretari al
Orders apply to Public Lands across the west and across
the country.

So given that, that was ny point is, how do we
want to do that? What size bites and chunks? Are there
sone of these orders you want to junmp on first? | have
one | think should be up front, but I1'lIl |let you guys
know first, and |let know nme know what you think. How
woul d you like to handle this? How do you think we
shoul d nove forward on providing Secretary of Interior
t he advice he's requested?

Frazier, you're on.

MEMBER HANEY: |'Il start with just a sinple
request. That is, | wonder if there's a summary of the
changes in our charter that we could talk through right
now. | think that m ght be at the top of the list for

ne.
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CHAI RPERSON BANI' S:  Any obj ections?

MEMBER M TCHELL: No.

CHAI RPERSON BANI'S: May | call upon Steve.
You' ve probably reviewed it nore than any of us.
think Steve would probably be the best to be able to
summari ze the changes for us. And, if it's appropriate,
|"d love to have that.

Thank you, Steve. See, we still need you.

MR. RAZO. Thank you.

MEMBER M TCHELL: Tinme limt, Steve.

MR. RAZO. | can give you sone general. The
first big change is in your description of duties on
No. 4. This is where the discussion goes into the
Secretarial Orders and the suggestions given on how you
m ght approach di scussion on these. You would have to
read through those. There's a ot of information there.
But they each begin with "Provide recommendations."” And
as Randy says, you decide which are relative.

We' ve had di scussions on this between Beth and
Randy and | on possible approaches. And one m ght be
what ever the agenda itens are, if there's a nexus to a
Secretarial Order, you can include that in the
di scussi on on whatever the subject matter is. O in
case you decide you would like to tackle one or discuss

one -- as Randy says, he has one in mnd -- certainly
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put that on the agenda.

What the administration is |ooking for i
there is sone sort of discussion on these so that
are happening so that they see that your Resource
Advi sory Conm ttees are | ooking at these, because
want input fromyou on how these orders can be
i mpl emented into your discussions and providing
into the nmanagenent process.

The other big change is in No. 12, Menbe

and Designation. The DAC being, as you know, the
congressionally mandated council, cane with 12 --
think it's 12 -- categories that over the years h

been the disciplines that have been put out for

s that

t hey

t hey

nput

rship

only

ave

nom nation as they say on your nanetags. Those are from

the original 12.

VWhat has happened now is that they have
provi ded a vehicle to have consistency anpongst al
charters in the RACs. There were several or nume
RACs that had different nmenbership designations.
has happened now is that they have inputted the g
Goup 1, 2, and 3 categories into the charters.

What that did was took away your 12 and
reinsert theminto one of these groups. So what
going on to see on the next Call for Nom nations

we have a vacancy for this or that particul ar

| the
rous
What

roup

you're

i s not
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discipline. W're going to indicate that we have
vacanci es in Subgroup 1, 2, and 3 and have the folks --
or actually going to list, | believe, the conplete |ist
of what's under these groups in the news release when it
goes out. It will be in the Federal Register Notice so
peopl e can see this has expanded, and there will be nore
opportunity for different disciplines to be involved.

The interesting thing is, if you notice that,
when you woul d apply for the DAC on that nom nation
form you would check a box on what your discipline was.
And you saw all those others that you didn't see in the
charter. Well, actually that's what is down in the
charter, what you would see on your nom nation form So
it's just a matter of making these consistent across the
boar d.

Those are the two big changes. How to address
the Secretarial and Executive Orders and how the
menber shi p designation is being approached.

MEMBER HANEY: Just to understand it better,
Steve -- thank you -- so are the appointnments going to
be done just sinply by the three groupings from now on?
It seenms to ne that, when we have the 12 separate
di sci plines that would be specific, that there al ways
had to be sonmebody for nonrenewabl e resources and

environnmental protection. But does that change now?
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For instance, if we're just in three groups, could there
be a DAC that didn't have sonebody appointed for
envi ronnment al protection?

MR. RAZO. You al ways were in three groups.
Those 12 disciplines did conme fromthe three groups.
And | guess | could put it behind the scenes. Maybe you
didn't realize, but as we vetted nom nations and we
| ooked at putting together the potential how the next
DAC was going to | ook, we had to consider all three
groups. So that really doesn't change.

MEMBER HANEY: Thank you.

MEMBER M TCHELL: This G oup 1 instead of

renewabl e resource, then, are you saying that -- | guess
it used to be -- and |I represent, you know, the grazing
district. So sonmebody would have to have a | ease in

order to sit in ny position? Am/|l reading this right?
Right now | think I'mrenewable resources. And it's
saying right here, "leases in the area."”

MR. RAZO. Right.

MEMBER M TCHELL: That means a person that's
going to take this position would have to be one of the
six ranchers in the district, M)jave district? 1s that
what |'m seei ng?

DI STRI CT MANAGER RANSEL: That woul d be one of

the categories. W always try and have a bal anced DAC,
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and so we | ook for sone bal ancing between the different

groups. But | don't know that that would be essenti al
to have representation fromevery single -- right,
St eve?

MR. RAZO. Correct.

DI STRI CT MANAGER RANSEL: You don't al ways have
every single representation. It is kind of exciting,

t hough, that the grazing is a specifically call ed-out
cat egory.

MEMBER M TCHELL: Yeah, it is. That's the
first time inalong time. It used to be that way years
and years ago. Actually there was two positions that we
held -- | don't know -- probably 30 years ago.

MR. RAZO. So you won't see nonrenewabl e again.
It's vetted out.

DI STRI CT MANAGER RANSEL: There was also a
coupl e other specifically called-out categories that
were in the previous charter, such as archaeol ogi cal and

historical interests. And then also it says, "or

nationally recognized wild horse and burro interest

groups.” So there's sone interesting changes, and we

| ook forward to recruiting with the changed categori es.
MEMBER M TCHELL: This takes effect -- this is

in effect now?

DI STRI CT MANAGER RANSEL: It is, yes.
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MEMBER LONG. Actually Billy just covered ny
guestion. | was going to ask when this takes effect.

But | did have a question. First of all I
wanted to say thank you for addi ng archaeol ogi cal and
hi storical interests. That's fantastic that that's
finally on there.

| had a question about the applications you
received this year that you guys are currently
reviewing. WIIl those applications be |ooked at how the
current systemis set up, or is it going to be follow ng
the new charter?

MR. RAZO. That actually is under discussion.

That's why the four that are still being vetted, because
sone of those -- for instance, renewabl e energy
i ndustry -- is no |longer there. But they're trying to

figure out how they're going to address that. So that's
part of why we haven't gotten all -- so, yeah, they're
trying to recategorize our 12, because wldlife you
don't see, for instance, on Al where would you put him
in one of these groups, because we haven't specifically
had wildlife or sonmething like that. They're working
t hrough that on how that's going to happen.

I guess you could kind of take ownership or be
proud that those first 12 categories that you have lived

with for all these years, no one else has them or had
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them and now that they're trying to get everything
consistent. It's like, what's with that DAC? Where did
you get that? And why is that there? WlIl, that's how
we were created, so you' re causing some discussion back
east to figure out how.

MEMBER M TCHELL: We are the only one |ike that
in this district; right?

MR. RAZO. Right.

DI STRI CT MANAGER RANSEL: But we're making it
work, so we've taken the nom nations that we received
during the last round, and we're working with the
Washi ngton office on sort of helping it to bridge the
gap between the previous charter and the new one, given
t he nom nations we've received. And those did go
forward, and we're just working with the WAashi ngton
of fice on those.

MEMBER M TCHELL: Excuse me, M. Chairman, but
t he nom nations, the ones that are our seats that are
com ng up, So we've got to be renom nated, | guess?

CHAI RPERSON BANI' S:  For the six of us whose
terms will expire in February, the BLMw Il put out a
call for nom nation, and we have the option to reapply.

MEMBER M TCHELL: Okay. All right. Thank you.

CHAI RPERSON BANI'S:  This is the first tinme in a

long tinme | remenber a really detail ed conversation on
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the charter. Most of the tine it's been a quick
announcenent by Steve, "Hey, your charter was signed.
Here's a copy in your packet,” and we have who. This is
the first tine we have really dug right intoit, soit's
really kind of interesting.

DI STRI CT MANAGER RANSEL: One thing to add on
the charter is with the new charge to provi de advi senment
on Secretarial Orders, Executive Orders and the like, it
is forward-1ooking as well. So it does say that, "All
current and future Executive Orders, Secretarial Orders
and Secretarial Menos."

So there is a listing within the charter, but
it does |look forward as well, so things that have cone
out since the charter or will cone out in the future,
that it's all fair game for the DAC to consi der whet her
they would |ike to provide advisenent on how we m ght
best inplenent it here in the desert if it's something
that you feel is inportant for you to provide advi sement
on.

VMEMBER MJUTH: M. Chairman.

CHAI RPERSON BANI'S:  Yes, please. Al Mith.

MEMBER MJUTH: Before Steve sits down and fades
away into the sunset, just a couple of nobre questions
there. Under Group 1, persons who represent the

commercial tinmber industry, do we have a comerci al
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tinmber industry within the Desert District?

MR. RAZO. Sone of these will not apply. Again
it's just being consistent across all RACs. Sonme RACs
wi Il have that discipline needed. W don't, so we doubt
someone Wi ll come forward to want to be on the DAC and
represent something that we don't deal with.

MEMBER MJUTH:  You never know.

DI STRI CT MANAGER RANSEL: It does say nore
after that. So it says, the commercial tinber industry
or represent energy and m neral devel opnent, which is
probably nore likely that we would receive nom nations
for that.

MEMBER MUTH: Group 2D, "Disperse recreational
activities including, for exanple, hunting and shooting
sports.”

Isn't rockhoundi ng a di spersed recreational
activity?

MEMBER BURKE: Yes, it is.

CHAI RPERSON BANI'S:  Very nuch so.

MEMBER MUTH: That could be under that heading.

MEMBER M TCHELL: So you coul d have a person
who's a rock representati ve.

MEMBER MUTH: Ckay. Finally under G oup 3E,
"represent the affected public at large including, for

exanpl e, sportsnen and sportswonmen conmunities.”
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Woul dn't that be covered back up under hunting
and shooting? Are they thinking sportswonen and nen in
a broader context than what they covers?

CHAI RPERSON BANI S: Bob, go ahead.

MEMBER BURKE: | think that's a broader concept
such as the nmountain bi ke people and so forth.

CHAI RPERSON BANI S: Equestri ans, perhaps.

MEMBER MUTH: Nornmally when you tal k about
sportsnen, you talk about hunting and shooting sorts of
t hi ngs.

MEMBER BURKE: Right. Wat | would consider
hunting, fishing, that kind of stuff.

MEMBER ROBI NSON: It says, "Dispersed
recreation activities, including."

MEMBER MUTH:  Ckay.

CHAI RPERSON BANI' S: Keep going. Anyone el se?

And if we were to consider the question of
| ooking at the Secretarial Orders, does anybody have any
comments on a process as to how we would do that? What
woul d you like to see?

Go ahead, please, Paul. You got it.

MEMBER MARTI N. Possibly we | ook at each one of
t he orders and then see which group the order
specifically -- or pertains to. You know, of the three

groups which does the order pertain to nostly? And then
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t he menbers of those groups, that group present s

onme

ki nd of plan or response to both the designated officer

and the chairman of the DAC.
CHAI RPERSON BANI S: Il lTike it. I like i

sounds sort of commttee-like wi thout having to g

t. It

o

t hrough the bureaucracy of the commttee, because by

havi ng our groups, we essentially have built-in
conmmttees. Like that.
Coments? That's a neat way to do it.

per haps, then, rather than us | ooking and sayi ng,

So

okay.

Let's do this one and this one next nonth, what we

should do is ook at this as honmework wi thin our

and see which of those orders and foll ow what Pau

groups

| said

and see which mght fly and at our next meeting present

a formal plan?

MEMBER MARTI N:  Yes.

CHAI RPERSON BANI'S: Al ?

MEMBER M TCHELL: Well, when is our next
meeting, or do we know yet? Well, that sounds |
good idea to ne. Gves ne plenty of tinme to stud

MEMBER MARTIN: Also | think it's inport

ke a

Y.

ant

t hat we know what group we belong to. | nean, that

hasn't really been established yet, although it's
descri bed pretty clearly here, but I think it wou

good idea to just list who's involved with each ¢

Id be a

roup.

Page 99

Personal Court Reporters, A Veritext Company
818-988-1900




A WD

ol

10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24
25

CHAI RPERSON BANI'S: As Steve alluded, or
mentioned flat out, we've always had the groups. It's
just they've kind of been transparent. The only tinme
the groups really cane into play is in the technical
manner in which the DAC i ssues advise. Although we take
a mpjority vote on things |like approving an agenda or a
meeting or what we want to do for lunch or sonething
like that, if we're issuing advice on a topic, the votes
are supposed to be recorded within each group.

And advice is only issued if there is a

majority within each of those groups. That's a little
weird, but that is how the public |aw has put it out.
We just really have not had to go there because we tend
to have votes that are rather based on consensus, or we
may have only a mnimal dissension that does not cause
an entire group to be in the "nays."

And so we've | ooked at that in the back end to
make sure that we have a mpjority of Goup 1, Goup 2
and Group 3, they're all majority. That's advice. Move
it forward. But it's been a little transparent in the
background. | think this charter brings it a little
nore up front and nekes those |ines nore obvious for us.

St eve?

MR. RAZO. Yeah. [|'ll help you. Right nowin

Group 1 are Randy, Billy, Nathan, Mchelle, and Paul.
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We put Leslie in there under energy and m nera
devel opnment, but they're still trying to figure out what
they're going to call the renewable energy industry.
Goup 2 is Frances and Frazier. Goup three is now
Supervi sor Lovingood. Elected officials fall under
Group 3, Bob Burke, Mariana Maguire, Bob Robi nson,
Janmes Kenney. That's who's in it, just so you know
where you are.

MEMBER MJUTH:  Thanks.

MEMBER M TCHELL: Man, that hel ped.

MEMBER MARTI N: So, Randy, on these Executive

Orders, we should assign themto one or two or all three

groups.
CHAI RPERSON BANI'S:  Want to do it right now?
MEMBER M TCHELL: Like this 3354, | nean |

don't know not hing about this. It seens to ne |ike

Nate, he's a mning expert here. So | nean, we would
probably have to -- you know, it says, support the
offshore drilling? This is what |I'mnot getting. |
mean, would we even be able to advise on that? It's
3354.

MEMBER MUTH: Let ne interrupt you, Billy.
That's the burr under ny saddle too. W don't know a
darn thing about nobst of these, and how are we supposed

to make intelligent coment on policy that at our pay

Page 101

Personal Court Reporters, A Veritext Company
818-988-1900




A W DN

ol

10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24
25

| evel nobody is going to listen to? | mean, this
enphasi s on these orders seens to ne sonme sort of a red
herring just to keep us busy. | just don't understand
it.

MEMBER M TCHELL: Amen.

MEMBER MJUTH:  And |I'm the dullest knife in the
drawer, | guess, but | have no idea what's going on in
t hese orders.

CHAI RPERSON BANI'S:  |'m not opposed to passing
on sone. |'mnot opposed to that at all. | really |like
Paul 's idea, but mine is alittle different, kind of
more cherry picking and then worki ng our way through,
but as we get through at the end, we refine sone. W
maybe don't have a dog in that fight.

MEMBER M TCHELL: Can we do that, M. Chairmn?

CHAI RPERSON BANI S:  Anot her thought we had, if
we wanted to follow through with Paul's suggestion --
we're about to hit a break. | wonder if anybody m ght
have a few m nutes within our group to sit down and go
t hrough real quick and just kind of make a proposal for
us to consider when we cone back from break rather than
us all com ng back to the table throwi ng themout, or if
we had to table this for lunch break. Conme up with a
pl an over lunch and make this notion after |unch.

So l'mwlling to work on it with this. 1'd
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i ke to get as much done as we can do today, put off as
little as we have to for the next neeting, since we
don't know when that is.

MEMBER M TCHELL: We have expertise on the

3347, | guess, stewardship, recreation. W can just do
that one there. |'mconfused with this offshore m ning,
3354. | nmean, | wouldn't know. Nate, knowi ng his

m ni ng background, would be the only one you could even
take advice from | have no idea about m ning.

CHAI RPERSON BANI S:  And Paul .

MEMBER M TCHELL: [|'msorry. | guess we could
foll ow you

CHAI RPERSON BANI'S: We have a couple. W have
a couple. Go ahead.

MEMBER HANEY: As | read through the charter
and the request to review the Executive Orders, the
Secretarial Orders, that seens fine to nme. But | hope
that it doesn't displace us bringing issues to the floor
that we know to be true in the desert. | hope this
doesn't turn into an exercise of us taking our marching
orders from above, review ng these orders and becom ng a
body that hel ps the inplenmentation or that -- how do we
just carry these things out? | don't want that to be
our only job in this world.

I"'mfine reviewing them and sayi ng what we
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believe to be true about them but I also don't want
that to displace our issues that are desert based
bubbl i ng up, because | think that's a real primary work
role of the council here. So just a comment.

CHAI RPERSON BANI' S: That's good. \What do you
think? Do you want to take a break? |It's 10:30. Let's
go ahead and take that break. We'Ill think about this.
W'l |l take the public comments that we have on this. W
have -- looks like five or six cards on this. Some of
t he fornmer DAC nenbers may have sone advice for us. So
let's do that break right now, and we'll be back
at 10:45 in this room

(A nmorning break was taken.)

CHAI RPERSON BANI'S: I'mgoing to start by
bringing us back up to speed on this issue of the DAC
charter, specifically the Secretarial Orders. A few of
us nmet outside and net in the hall and threw out an
i dea, and we found that sort of all of us threw out the
sanme idea at the sane tine. W just said it alittle
different.

If I may characterize what we tal ked about,
before |I characterize what we tal k about, I want to do a

qui ck rem nder. Nunber one, our charge is only to

review the inplenmentation of these orders -- okay? --
only the inplenmentation. That's |limted. It's a
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smaller job, a smaller bite, a smaller thing to | ook at,
but it's reasonable; okay?

Number two, we don't have to do all and all of
it. We do not have to. W can do what we can do. But
we do not have to do all of it. So that said, being
that we're | ooking at inplenentation and that we do get
to, you know, look at this, the one thing that we did
find is there is a compnality anong nany of these
orders and that we could perhaps take up a subject
matt er.

For exanple if we look at -- and I"'mgoing to
call these out by title, not necessarily by nunber. W
have a 3355 about NEPA, stream ining NEPA. Put that in
a pile. Take the one that says, "enforcing regulatory
reform regulatory planning and review, inproving
regul ation regulatory.” You'll see that there's
essentially four of these orders that deal w th NEPA
regul atory review. Some of us that discussed this see
this as one assignnent, one chunk. These four go
together. They can be reviewed hand i n hand.

Al so Ji m Kenney pointed out to ne that sone of
t hese Executive Orders are from previous
adm ni strations, so these aren't all current
adm ni stration orders. So, you know, so anyways | think

t hose four go together well. We also found that there
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were two others that seened to go together well,
conservation stewardshi p and outdoor recreation, and the
hunting, fishing, shooting, wildlife conservation
opportunities and coordination with state tribes and
territories. | would |like to kind of see these two cone
t oget her or suggest these two go together as an

assi gnnent .

MEMBER MUTH: What was the No. 3?7 3354?

CHAI RPERSON BANI'S:  |I'm | ooki ng at 3347 and
3356. | see those in a pile.

And lastly | see two itenms that have what |
woul d consi der broad -- what | would consider have an
interest of all of us, these two. And these could be
consi dered at the sanme neeting. They're not necessarily
related together, but they're two separate chunks. And
t hat woul d be the federal solid mneral |easing program
all the federal onshore oil. But | don't think we're
going to deal with that. That second |ine about federal
solid |l easing programthen the fire one, these two are
sort of individuals and I think could be considered at
the sane point intime. O if we didn't have tine
consi der one, then consider another at another neeting.

' malso | ooking at this perhaps over the next
few years. To follow up also with Paul's suggestion and

with those who kind of thought about this, we would
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still ask that the groups, the groups that we talked
about, take the | eads on these packets.

Paul , you had one. Can you read your
suggestion.

MEMBER MARTI N:  Yeah. Say, Goup 1 could take
a good, hard | ook at 3354, the federal offshore oil and
gas |l easing program but very inportantly for
nonr enewabl e resource is the federal solid mneral and
| easing programs. You know, that's very inportant. So
Group 1 can look through that. And all groups are
i nvol ved obviously in all of them but Goup 1 in
particular for this 3354.

And | think Goup 2 for the conservation
st ewar dshi p outdoor recreation and the hunting, fishing
and recreational shooting, wildlife coordination with
state, tribes and territories. And with Lovingood on
board with Goup 3, | think that's a real added backbone
to everything we're doing, and | think that will be
great.

CHAI RPERSON BANI'S: So before we have a notion,
let's hear fromthe public that has ideas for us as well
and see if we can hone this in sonme nore. But again
just want to remnd all of us this isn't |ike the one
thing that we're going to do. This is just sonething

that we're doing in addition to everything else we're
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goi ng to do,
to do. This

this. Thi s

all the rest of the issues that
is just sonething, and we have t

sn't like we have to drop everyt

doi ng and do this stuff.

Billy, you got the fl oor.

MEMBER M TCHELL: If it doesn't pert

desert direct

CHAI

ly, do we have to conmment on it?

RPERSON BANI' S:  No.

MEMBER M TCHELL: All right.

we' re going
ime to do

hi ng we are

ain to the

CHAI RPERSON BANI'S: Absolutely. And only
i mpl ementation level, and it may be -- |I'll be honest --
| could end up reading this stuff and go, | don't know.
Maybe just have a couple of public neetings. That's al
| got. That's all | got. It may only be that.

MEMBER M TCHELL: Looks like the honeynoon's
over.

CHAI RPERSON BANI'S: It's about inplenentation.
That's all.

What |'ve got -- if | can, if there's no
obj ection, I'"'mgoing to close the cards for this topic.
Now that we're starting the public comment on it, | have

about a handf

ul of cards. Let's start with Mark Al gazy,

former DAC nenber, followed by Barbara Bane,

John Stewart.

MR. ALGAZY: Thank you. M first co

foll owed by

ment i s
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that | was surprised and a little disappointed that the
DAC is just sitting here on the receiving end of this
new charter and is | ooking about going forward, because
| think that you shouldn't give up so easily, that you
shoul d consider the charter a two-way street and the DAC
shoul d al so be prepared to consider sendi ng conmrents
back to Washi ngton saying, "This is how we would |ike
our charter to be." | think the DAC has an opportunity
and it should take that opportunity to send a nessage
back to Washi ngton, "This is what we would like to do."

It's been a unilateral, top-down kind of thing,
but it doesn't always have to be that way, and you
shoul dn't just discuss that so easily.

The second thing | would like to do is appl aud
Al for using the words "red herring." Those are ny
exact thoughts about these other Executive Orders and
Secretarial Orders. You have a limted anount of tine

and a limted amunt of energy, and | have a very strong

bias, and I"'mw lling to admt that bias.
VWhen Tom Acuna asked nme to join the council in
2010, | was not inpressed with what the council's agenda

was at that point because Randy was the only one that
seened to be focused on renewable energy, and it was ny
opinion at that time and continues to be ny opinion that

renewabl e energy is the |loconotive that drives the train
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for land use in the desert, and so | was extrenely
excited, even though | was scared to death when the
DRECP cane out. And | said, nowit's tine for me to get
i nvol ved.

And the DAC did a high |ladder mark in its
participation in comenting on the DRECP. For the only
time, | think, known in nmenory, eleven out of the
15 menbers were all on the subgroup rather than just one
or two people, because it meant so nuch to everybody.
And you will never see that kind of coal escing of the
energy of the DAC

And this has an enornmous potential, dividing it
up into three different groups. Look at the way you're
already trying to figure out how to nanage this beast.
Where will all of that energy go? Your energy, |I'm
tal ki ng about.

| think that alternative energy is still the
engine, and | don't want to see the DAC s energy j ust
torn apart and dragged here and then when you guys --
you all have lives, and you need to be able to
concentrate on what | think is the nost inportant thing,
because all of your interests were wapped up in the
DRECP. Don't let themdrag you off with red herrings.

The third thing is my concern about this,

guot e, unquote, consistency trying to make the DAC |i ke
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every other RAC, and so you end up with a charter that
| ooks |ike everybody else's charter. The DAC isn't
another RAC. It never will be, and you acknow edge t hat
there's things on that list that you have no real
know edge about, neither the tinme or the inclination to
beconme know edgeabl e about. So you shouldn't just take
it lying dowmn that you have to accept a charter that's
just trying to make you |li ke everybody else. Wy try to
be a square peg in a round hole? Thank you.

MEMBER M TCHELL: Thank you, Mark.

CHAI RPERSON BANI' S: Thank you, Mark. W have
Bar bara Bane, John, and Linda Castro.

Three m nutes, Barbara. Go ahead.

MS. BANE: I ' m Bar bara Bane. | represent
Desert Survivors, which is a desert hiking and
conservation group. This is my first DAC neeting, so
glad to be here. | basically had a couple of questions,
and you'll pardon me because | am a newbi e.

So to what extent is the DAC s work dictated by
t hese Executive Orders? And nmaybe Beth coul d answer
this. Like, if, for exanple, you don't get to these
because you're busy with other things, is that going to
reflect poorly on the DAC, or is there going to be
pressure, we want you to prioritize these first? O how

exactly does that work?
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DI STRI CT MANAGER RANSEL: So the DAC is going
to have to decide on how they would like to tackle that
charge, but 1'Il share that fromny perspective | don't
know t hat they need to advise on all things right away,
or | think there's roomfor themto |ook at these itens
and deci de what things resonate with themthat they
woul d |li ke to provide advisenent to the secretary about
how we coul d i nplenent here in the desert.

So | think there's roomfor the DAC to | ook at
that and see what makes sense and what resonates with
t hem where they feel they would |ike to be providing
advi senent on how we i nplenent that stuff here.

MS. BANE: Ckay. So essentially there's no
requi renent that you do that list and, if it doesn't get
done or only a couple get done, it's not going to

reflect poorly on the DAC |ater in the eyes of

Washi ngt on?
DI STRI CT MANAGER RANSEL: | don't think so. |
think we should talk about it, like Randy is talking

about it with the DAC nenbers right now. And if it
seens |ike there are sone things that resonate where
they would |ike to provide advisenent, you know, | think
t hat woul d be good to ook at that and to consi der that
as being a good thing to work on.

But | don't think that the DAC needs to tackle
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all these itens. | don't even think they need to tackle
all of them even over an extended period. | think they
shoul d maybe pick and choose which things they'd |ike
too | ook at.

M5. BANE: |I'mtrying to get a sense of what
are Washington's expectations for the DAC. Thank you.

Then secondly |I'm curious, so you've got this
br oken down into these description of duties, fees,
fire, hunting and fishing, regulatory reform et cetera.
So where does the generic input about recreation,
hi ki ng, ORV use, the environnmental things -- which of
t hese duties does that kind of general advice fal
under ?

CHAI RPERSON BANI'S:  Well, that would fall under
one of the recreation representatives, fromwhat | hear.
Hi ki ng, shooting, gem and m neral collecting,
of f - hi ghway vehicle use, canping. That is done on a
non-comerci al basis as our dispersed public
recreational activity. But | think also recreation
representative also assists with permtted recreational
events, Special Recreation Permts and the |iKke.

M5. BANE: So would that kind of fall under
No. 1, under "Description of Duties"?

CHAI RPERSON BANI' S: There's probably two areas

it could fall under. And again what | see -- what | see
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happening here is that the applications will be received
for the groups, and the nom nations as they' re processed
by the BLMwi Il be placed into the pigeonholes as to
what's available. | expect that the BLMis going to
want to try to keep the groups sonmewhat bal anced. |'m
sorry for the use of our time, but I think the BLM w ||
want to keep the groups balanced. | don't think they'l]l
want to stack everybody into Goup 3 and | eave nothing
for Goup 2 or vice versa or whatever. But they have
that flexibility, but it will be one of those two
recreations, fromwhat | read.

MS. BANE: |'mnot the asking about nom nees as
much as general duties of the DAC as a group.

CHAI RPERSON BANI'S: As a group the Desert
Advi sory Council's charge is to advise the
Desert District manager on the BLMs activities. That's
our nunber one charge.

M5. BANE: Right. Wuld things |ike canping,
gem and mneral, that would fall under duty No. 1?

CHAI RPERSON BANI'S:  We do that all the tine in
a regular part of our agenda. 1In fact sone folks on the
DAC woul d say we talk a little too nuch about sone of
the OHV recreation. But it is true, we do discuss it
regul arly.

MS. BANE: Thank you very nuch.
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CHAI RPERSON BANI'S: Thank you for comng. |It's
good to see you as part of the DAC famly. Cone on
back.

John Stewart, Linda, and Sam MerKk.

MR. STEWART: John Stewart, California
Four - Wheel Drive Associ ati on.

As | look at this revised charter, | see a
coupl e of things, and one of the points it says, "where
applicable.” And I'd like to point out that the DAC
received |ife as a comm ssion or a council in FLPVA back
in 1976 with a singular charter to provide an advisory
capacity to BLM and within that advisory capacity
of fered the public an opportunity to coment and provide
conmment on BLM s actions or what was proposed for any
pl anni ng efforts in the desert.

Throwi ng in these Executive Orders and
conpliance or inplenentation of those, | don't see where
that is sonething that the DACis directly involved in.
The BLM the agencies involved are the ones directly
required by the Executive Order by direction fromtheir
bosses in order to begin inplenenting.

Now, to an extent | like to see the fact that
they are nentioned in here, because now this starts
bringing as to how these Executive Orders are going to

i mpact the managenment activities of the desert and of
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t he managenent plans and how they will inpact the
managenent plans, and at that point it then becones a
direct responsibility for the DAC to take into account
the inpacts of these Executive Orders on how the desert
is managed and in turn roll back and then put it out as
an agenda item or agendize it -- here, this is what is
happening to Public Lands to the managenent pl ans.

Public, we want your input. And this is where
| would choose different wording on sone of these and
maybe a different structure of how they're put in, you
know, because the inplenentation of the Executive Orders
are not part of the DAC s responsibility. That's the
BLM

But because whatever BLM does inplenment w |l
i npact the desert nmnagenment, now it is incunbent upon
the DAC to begin |ooking at the inpacts there and begin
collecting informati on and advi si ng BLM of how t hese
i npacts are either good or adverse in light of the
public and in light of their original charter to
actually advise the BLM of actions.

Now -- and as far as the different groups, ny
concern with the different groups cones to a point is
t hat making sure that there is a balance. There are too
many subjective definitions of words that can be skewed

based on sonebody el se's bias, and they can be sl anted.
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And it's sonething that we can't solve it now, but it's
sonething that | would caution you to | ook at and to pay
very close to attention to when you do strive for

bal ance of representatives. Thank you.

CHAI RPERSON BANI' S:  Thank you, John.

Li nda?

M5. CASTRO I1'd like to transfer nmy three
m nutes to Jora Fogg.

M5. FOGG MW card didn't make it up, | don't
t hi nk.

CHAI RPERSON BANI' S:  Your nane?

MS. FOGG. Jora Fogg.

CHAI RPERSON BANI'S: Any objection? Linda is
passi ng. Pl ease.

MS. FOGG | apol ogi ze.

CHAI RPERSON BANI'S: | will make sure we get a
card fromyou before you | eave so | have your nane.
Thank you, Linda.

MS. FOGG | think Steve said he brought it up
to you.

CHAI RPERSON BANI'S: Go ahead, please.

M5. FOGG Hi. I'mJora Fogg, policy director
for Friends of the Inyo in Bishop, and this is ny first
DAC neeting. So thank you for hosting it in Ridgecrest,

because | wouldn't be able to cone if it was anywhere

Page 117

Personal Court Reporters, A Veritext Company
818-988-1900




A W DN

ol

10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24
25

else in the California Desert probably. And thank you
for your diligence and work in resum ng these DAC
meetings as wel|.

| wanted to first mention that | share
Frazier's and others' concerns about equa
representation of all uses in the desert as you choose
positions noving forward for the DAC. And | wanted to
follow up with a question about that and nmaybe get a
l[ittle bit nore clarification on how selections are
bei ng made and how BLMis coll aborating with the
Washi ngton office, and it maybe even sounds |ike the
White House was sel ecting these positions.

Do you have any thoughts on that, Beth?

DI STRI CT MANAGER RANSEL: Sure. So the
nom nati ons conme in, and we review those, and we do
eventual | y make recomendations to our state office, and
t hose recommendations are generally forwarded to the
Washi ngton office. And fromthe Washington office they
go to the departnent, and then they also go to the
VWi te House. And this is a changed practice. This is
t he standard practice for appointing RAC nenbers,
i ncl udi ng the DAC.

M5. FOGG. Ckay. So veto power at that |evel?

DI STRI CT MANAGER RANSEL: What we do is, we

strive to try and get representation fromall the
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categories listed, not just in the groups, but, you
know, there's different, like, interests that are
represented here, and we strive to get fol ks from al
the different interests to the extent that we can, and
then we start there, and then we | ook and try and

bal ance between the different groups -- Goup 1, 2, and
3 -- to the extent we can. And sone of that depends a
| ot on who noni nates and what kind of interest we get.
And | shouldn't say "sonme." A lot of it does, because
you can only recommend fol ks that have actually

nom nated in what category they happen to be in.

M5. FOGG. That makes a lot of sense. | think
| was a little bit troubled by the wildlife position
and, you know, how they reallocated those. W have
hunti ng, which al so enconpasses wildlife obviously.
Then we have non-native species, |ike burros and wild
horses, which is also wildlife. But there isn't a |ot
of roomin the charter as it is now for other wildlife.
So | just raise that to the DAC.

And then | wanted to also nention really quick
with 50 seconds, Secretarial Order 3362, and | would
bring that to the DAC for consideration if you' re going
to be | ooking at other Secretarial Orders. This is from
July, 2017. It's the wildlife corridors, and |I have

three exanples fromthe California Desert.
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CHAI RPERSON BANI'S:  Could | have that nunber
agai n, please.

M5. FOGG. 3362. So | think wildlife corridors
is front and center to what the desert should be
considering. W' ve got the Piute deer herd at
M ddl e Knob, which is just outside town the M)jave, the
nmul e deer herd in Southern Inyo County then very
prelimnary discussions at the introduction of proghorn,
chuckwal | a bench. That's three exanples of wildlife
corridor at work that DAC coul d be considering under
that Secretarial Order. Thank you.

CHAI RPERSON BANI'S: For those of you | ooking
for it, that would fall under the "and other" option.

It wasn't one of the specific eight that were nentioned,
but you see that our charter does provide us the
authority to also advise on additional Executive Orders,
not only the eight that it provided in front of us. And
Jora i s suggesting another Executive Order we could
perhaps take a look at. [It's not in our packet. Thank
you.

Sam you're up next, followed by Ed and
Earl W/ son.

M5. MERK: Sam Merk. | would like to thank
everybody's participation, but again | would like to

tell you sonething. The Desert Advisory Commttee is
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different froma RAC. W are not really a RAC. W are
put into that category, but we're not. W were
desi gnat ed under FLPMA 1976 94-579. | wote a four-page
letter. I1'mvery famliar with FLPMA. 1've been going
to DAC neetings for a long tine. Wat makes us speci al
is that we have the ability to wite our owmn. We don't
have to conply with everything. There are things in
here that we here in the desert we're not going to have
anything to do with. So we can't say we're going to
comply with everything.

Anot her thing, too, we can talk all about
del egating del egations and putting people on, you know,
one, two, three category. But if you renmenber

correctly, we have not had a DAC neeting in 18 nonths,

18 months. It has frustrated a |lot of you sitting up
there. And it will continue that way because it is
di scretionary. It is discretionary by the district

manager. We could have called sonething. We didn't.

We need to have the public in advisenent of
this. We need to be able to submt comments to the DAC,
and if you take a | ook at what our coments are, you
need to have tine to look at it. So far we have not
heard where the public can really send a structured
letter to the DAC in regards to this.

And | think that 36 seconds is not going to
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give ne tine to tell you what | really think about this,
but allocating $130,000 and then having a neeting on a
Tuesday is not going to do it for the public. This is
so wong. Please think about it. And you can say no,
and you can rewite this, and that's what you need to do
as representatives of the public. This is so wong.
Thank you.

CHAI RPERSON BANI' S:  Thank you.

Ed, you're up next then followed by Earl WI son
and Gerry Hillier.

MR. WALDHEI M  Ed Wal dheim Friends of Jawbone.

The date of this document is June 14th, 2008
(as spoken) and July 5th. Am1l to read this as this is
a done deal, or is this a docunent in progress?

CHAI RPERSON BANI'S: An Executive Order is
al ways a done deal fromthe second he signs it. It's an
Executive Order.

MR. WALDHEIM This is a done deal ?

CHAI RPERSON BANI'S: All done deals. Executive
Orders are all done deals.

MR. WALDHEIM  So any changes -- the changes --
there's no changes --

CHAI RPERSON BANI'S: We are not going to be
asking for changes. W are going to be suggesting

i mpl ementation. That's what we're being asked to do
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specifically in the charter, is to offer opinions on
i npl enentation. And that's all. That's it.

MR. WALDHEI M  Ckay. So there's things that,
i ke, for exanple, the rockhounds. It doesn't
specifically tal k about the rockhounds. It's a
generality. There's no opportunity to include them
into, I mean, even --

CHAI RPERSON BANI'S: There certainly would be.
| don't want to speak for us, but a possibility would be
for us to issue an inplenentation request that gem and
m neral collecting be considered, incorporated. That
coul d be absolutely one of our inplenentation coments.

MR. WALDHEIM |If Ruth comes with a letter
maki ng a suggestion or recommendation, it would be
appropriate for you guys to look at it?

CHAI RPERSON BANI' S:  Hugely, and wel coned.

MR. WALDHEI M  Ckay, Ruth, you got your job.

The other issue | have, partners. W don't
tal k about partners. | mean everybody makes it we got
partners, we've got to get partners involved, but nobody
gives any lip service to partners. | was just talking
about Carl. MWhere is the partners in these reports?
They're no place. W don't even exist, not that we want
the recognition, because our recognition is to nake sure

we have the access to our Public Lands. That is the
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only thing. But it would be nice to have a little
par agraph or sonething inside of it.

But in here there's nothing about partners in
t his whol e docunent. And | think we should have
sonething in here that the partners are very inportant
to the federal land and to the public | and use, because
w t hout partners you can't do it all. Governnent
doesn't solve everything. The partners are the ones
that help you solve these issues. So sonehow we need to
figure out how to include that into participation or
into the inplementation portion of it.

Last thing, I'll save it for later.

CHAI RPERSON BANI' S: Thank you, Ed. Earl and
then CGerry.

MR. WLSON: Earl W/Ison, president of
Chi na Lake Astronom cal Society and nenber of the
Ri dgecrest Roundtable. And | recognize Marie here. |
didn't know her for many years, |ike many of you, but |
did know her for probably the last five or six years and
had occasi onal neetings. Anyway | don't want to waste
my time here.

I would be very careful how you deal w th your
charter. And John already nentioned it, and Mark was up
here and said some things, and | agree with the red

herring. This whole thing about presidential
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ultimatunms, if you want to call themthat, and your

ot her paperwork that you're going to probably be getting
in a continuous flowin the near future, now that we
have a change in | eadership at DO .

Pick your battles cautiously. And bal ance.
You need bal ance in the desert. |It's one of the nost
i mportant things. W stopped the overflow of the sol ar
energy, and we're lucky that we don't just have one
great big solar field out there. And the desert isn't
the sane here in Ridgecrest as it is over in Arizona or
up in Inyo County or what the people back east cal
desert. They don't even know what desert is.

So we have to be careful about the directives
t hat cone down about the desert in particular. Balance.
We need bal ance. That nmeans the environnment. That
means the people. It neans business, which is the big
directive that we have pushing everything that's going
on right now One person's view of the desert and gets
people to think |Iike he does, and it's not good. You
need to push back.

And as far as the astronony part of it -- |
have 20 seconds -- we're the people that are out there
in the mddle of the night, and we're astrononers,
astrophot ographers, stuff like that. Nobody ever sees

us. We don't have a rep, but we do have a voice. Thank
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you.

CHAI RPERSON BANI' S: Thanks for coming, Earl. |
appreci ate that.

Cerry.

MR. HILLIER: Thank you very nuch. You have ny
card, don't you? You know me. A couple of things on
the charter that | wanted to point out. One thing --
and | think several people have alluded at |east
indirectly to it -- the charter really has been drawn to
make the DAC |ike the rest of the RACs. The listing of
the representation and all is fairly consistent with
other RACs that I'mfamliar with throughout the west.
And so the distinction of the DAC from others has been
mnimzed.

The one thing that is mssing is a general
public category where you could reach out and pick the
astrononers and appoint one just for the hell of it,
even though they don't fit into these pigeonholes. And
| would like to see if you were to nmake a
recommendation, add a general public representation so
you could reach out for sonme of these unique disciplines
there that aren't always avail abl e.

The general public seat has been used in a
variety of ways over the years, and one thing, at |east

twice that | could -- no -- three tines that | can
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recall has included Native American representation, and
that now is specifically provided for anongst the
menbershi p and probably a good thing.

Second one of the things that junped out at me
isin Goup 1, ItemE, "Represent energy and m nera
devel opnent,"” | think there the authors of this were
t hi nki ng of petroleumfossil fuels. | really think for
this DAC, if you're going to nake a recomendati on t hat
those need to be split. And so renewable energy is so
ubi qui tous t hroughout the desert that you really do have
a need for renewabl e energy representati on on here and

it would not be duplicated with m neral devel opnent and

m ni ng.

A third aspect -- and it's one | think the DAC
should weigh in on fairly quickly, and it will be
entirely appropriate -- is if the departnent is going to

go ahead with the regional organization, the district
manager pointed out that the CDCA has been split between
two of these regions down the county |line and the north
boundary of San Bernardi no County and Kern County.

Il think it's inportant that the DAC weigh in
and provide direction that there should be no difference
in adm nistration with the CDCA, even though it is split
bet ween two regions, that there needs to be a conti nuum

of managenent regardl ess of how those regional
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boundaries go. | think that needs to be enphasized as
being an inportant |ocal issue.

And, oh, last rockhounds. Fromtinme to tine
t here has been a rockhound representati on on here under
t he general heading of recreation, and so it's entirely
appropriate that they be included and not |lunped in with
m neral devel opnment, because they're entirely different
aspects. And so gemand mneral collecting is entirely
appropriate under that recreation category, and it
doesn't really fit with hunting and fishing, and it
doesn't really fit with mning, but they are an
I nportant user group whose interest has not been
di m ni shed, and they need to be represented fromtime to
time. Thank you.

CHAI RPERSON BANI' S: Thank you, Gerry. Okay.
That's it.

Any objections to proceeding as we've
di scussed?

MEMBER BURKE: Pl ease.

CHAI RPERSON BANI' S:  You good?

MEMBER BURKE: Proceed.

CHAI RPERSON BANI'S: | have a notion to proceed
as we di scussed.

MEMBER M TCHELL: Second.

CHAI RPERSON BANI S: We have a second. Furt her
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di scussion? Any objections? Hearing and seei ng none,
passed unani nously. ©Ch, you have an objection. Do you
have a comment ?

MEMBER MUTH: Comment .

CHAI RPERSON BANI' S: Comment, pl ease.

MEMBER MUTH. What exactly did we discuss?

CHAI RPERSON BANI'S: We di scussed that we are
going to group the orders into a Goup 1 enphasis, a
Group 2 enphasis. W are also going to group the itens
regardi ng regul atory review and NEPA and that we woul d
consider these prioritized and consider them over the
next two-year period as we have tinme avail abl e.

MEMBER HANEY: Could | just raise sonething. |
think Gerry brought up a really good point that we m ght
consider in this part of the agenda, which is in
recognition that the CDCA is going to get supplied
bet ween two regions, just to enphasize that conti nuum of
managenent, that it's inportant that that not get | ost.

CHAI RPERSON BANI'S: | am at the end of the day
goi ng to propose regionalization as an agenda item |
think it's big enough to talk about. | think it's
sonething that's going to be huge and coul d change the
face of things |ike we haven't seen in sonme tine. |
think it's big enough to have its own di gging.

However, that said, if we roll through this
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motion of this assignnent, | would then offer a

foll ow-up that we should take a di scussion and taking
into consideration what the public said, that we nmay
want to issue a -- maybe issue a response to the
charter. We've never done that before. And |I'm going
to say -- this is going to make sone people mad
probably. But you got four hours to play a Mnopoly
gane. You can spend those four hours getting

Par ker Brothers to change the rules, or you can read the
rules really well and play that ganme the very best that
you can and wi n that gane.

And | think maybe where we are right now we can
spend -- Al has a saying that -- two years ago he turned
me on to sonething | never heard. We can go and take
and fight for two years to get our charter changed. 1Is
that the hill we want to die on? O do we want to do
renewabl e energy? Do we want to do the national
monunments? Do we want to do grazing? Is that what we
woul d rather do? | would rather do those issues.

But that said, that said, this charter expires
in a year and a half. There will be another charter
i ssued. We've never, ever had a notion to say, hey,
next tinme you guys do the charter, maybe try this and
maybe try that. We've never done that. And I find that

i ntriguing.
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So that said, if we nove through this and take

this assignnent as we discussed, |I'mgoing to then ask
t hat we consi der maki ng recommendations -- not right
here now today -- but let's take what was given to us by

the public at heart and make sone recommendati ons to our
next charter.

Al'l right. Any objections? The question has
been call ed on our assignment for the Executive Orders
and such. Any objections to how we decided that? Good.

And then lastly any objections to nmy worKking
with you all to garner conmments and ideas and
suggestions for a possible letter fromus about things
that we would like to see in the next charter? Any
obj ections to that? That's sonething | would be happy
to help with, then. Any |ast comments? Well, the
notion is done. No objections.

MEMBER BURKE: Do we vote?

CHAI RPERSON BANI'S:  You wanted to vote or no
obj ecti ons?

MEMBER MUTH: Vot e.

CHAI RPERSON BANI'S: | understand that. It's up
to you if you want to take a vote. | usually call for
objections. If there's no objection, | don't take a
vote. Still I'"lIl take a vote. Those in favor. Please

raise their hand. And those opposed. W do have an
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obj ecti on.
(Vote was taken.)

CHAI RPERSON BANI'S: We do have an objecti on.
He didn't say that. W have an objection, but nption
passes, and we have our marching order on these itens.
O we have our decision on how we will respond to the
request of the secretary.

Next item on the agenda -- it's in here.
There's nore pages on our desk than we usually have
today, folks. This is a great topic, the West Mbjave
Route Network Project. W have an overview presentation
from BLM today; right?

DI STRI CT MANAGER RANSEL: Yes.

CHAI RPERSON BANI S: s it that?

MS. SYMONS: Just a status update, Randy.

CHAI RPERSON BANI S: Do we have a Power Poi nt

t00?

MS. SYMONS: Yes.

CHAI RPERSON BANI'S: Do you need a nonent to get
it going, or can you stall, Katrina, while he sets it
up?

MS. SYMONS: The West Mojave Network Project,
as you all know, is on four field offices but primarily
| ocated on Barstow and Ridgecrest Field Ofices. So the

Ri dgecrest manager and nyself are col |l eagues. As
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typi cal, whenever we

of do the dance between the two of us.

have an i nmmedi ate re

tal k about the West Mj

ave, we kind

So if | don't

sponse to you, Carl is going to junp

in there. O if |I mss something in there,

going to junp in the
can direct all your
Al right.
that the DAC has a h
hence the reason for
you haven't net for
Thank you v

(A Power Poi nt pres

Carl is

re. O if you have questions, you

guestions to Carl; okay?

So since it's been a while, we know

igh interest in the West

Moj ave,

gi ving you a status update, since

awhi | e.

ery nmuch, Steve, for the clicker

entation titled "West Mjave Route

Net wor k Proj ect Land Use Pl an Anendnent and Suppl enent al

Envi ronnment al | npact Statenment"” was presented by

MS. SYMONS:
Did I mss anything?
MR, SYMONS:
MS. SYMONS:

do you have of ne?

Katri na Synons.)

Carl, do you have anyt

No.

hi ng to add?

It's open to you. What questions

MR. LI EBSCHER: Good job, Katri na.

MS. SYMONS:
Carl .

Renmenber, direct your

comrents to

CHAI RPERSON BANI'S:  All right. Pretty good.

Hey, DAC nenbers, qu

estions? Any thoughts?
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M chell e, knock it out.

MEMBER LONG Yeah. | think this is
fascinating that you guys are inplenenting 3355. |
think this is a good exercise to see howthat's going to
roll out, because |'ve been very curious to see who's
going to be the first to try to get that down to 300
pages. And | think you have made a valiant effort with
that, it sounds |ike.

| did have a question, though. As far as the
appendi x, is there a page limt for what we can include
in the appendices for that sort of docunent?

M5. SYMONS: So not at this tinme. But it's
going to be interesting that, as we are producing
docunents, how the appendi ces are being viewed, because
we don't -- | nmean, we're being very strategic in not
utilizing the appendices to dunp information to just to
avoi d pages in the docunent.

The whol e idea behind the Secretarial Order is
maki ng docunents easier for the public to review. And
so we tried very hard in our appendices as well to
reduce the page length in there only down to the m ni mal
necessary to support the decision that we had before us.

MEMBER LONG. Makes sense.

And then | had a quick question about your

Programmati c Agreenent for the Section 106. | saw that
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you had identified -- | don't know what the nunber
was -- a-hundred-and-sonmething resources in 2017 and
t hen you said you evaluated those in 2018. When you
guys do your eval uations, do you evaluate just the
resources where there could be a potential inpact in
2018, or did you evaluate all 100-plus resources?

M5. SYMONS: So the eligibility determ nations
that are made -- so we did have -- in the 114 newy
recorded sites we did eligibility determ nations on
that. That's eligibility for the National Register, and
then that report is then forwarded, nunber one, to the
consulting parties for review per the Progranmatic
Agreenment. And once we get those comrents back, it is
then forwarded on to the State Hi storic Preservation
Office, and then it's ultimately with themto decide
whet her or not they agree with BLM s determ nati ons.

MEMBER LONG. Okay. Thank you.

MS. SYMONS: Ckay.

CHAI RPERSON BANI'S: Comments? O her questions?
One might think I would have many, but given we've been
bl essed in the Ridgecrest area to have nonthly
Roundt abl e nmeetings and nonthly Friends of Jawbone
meetings, and so we receive these updates regularly, and
| also receive the invitations to participate in the

conference calls for the consulting, and so we've done
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that as nmuch as we can. But if there are others, don't
wait for me. Any other comments or questions?

Therefore let's nove right into public coment,
then. Do you have any nore you want to close with
before | go to public coment?

MS. SYMONS: Yes. So just to tell you the
heavy |ift that the bureau has taken on, when we
commtted to do the five-percent survey of the area in
order to develop a predictive nodel, the result in how
we had nmanaged to get that done is to the tune -- it's
cost taxpayers, all of you, about a mllion dollars;
okay? And that includes the crew necessary to get that
| ast one percent done for this fiscal year.

So think about it. Only five percent of the

pl anni ng area, and our planning area for what woul d

actually be designated for routes is 2.35 mllion acres,
2.35 mllion acres. W're only doing five percent of
the survey, and it's about a mllion dollars; okay?

CHAI RPERSON BANI'S: COkay. Hey, Ron, you
filling out a card? Okay. |1'mgoing to close the cards
for this coment session. Wth Ron's card, that's ten
cards. That's 30 mnutes, and that will take us to
| unch, which will put us back on schedul e.

So first up is going to be John Stewart,

foll owed by Linda Castro, followed by Ruth Hidal go.
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MR. STEWART: John Stewart, California
Four - Wheel Drive Associ ation.

Thank you for the update, Katrina. 1|s there a
copy of that presentation that can be provi ded?

MS. SYMONS: Absolutely.

MR. STEWART: (Okay, because | would |ike a copy
of that presentation, please. Thank you.

| appreciate the work that has been put into
this, and I knowit's been a | ong process, three-plus
years since the last formal neeting and rel ease of a
plan to get to this place. | noted that you did take
seriously the connectivity issues across |and
jurisdictions. Thank you. | appreciate that. That's a
very inportant comment point of m ne.

| have one other concern, is that you are now
bal anci ng for consistency against the DRECP of which
there is not a final DRECP rel eased yet that would anmend
the Land Use Plan Amendnent. So that's going to be a
future point of concern and maybe potential point of
conflict in the future.

But it's hard to nmake a determ nation now
because we are still working sonewhat in a vacuum
w t hout adequate information as to what is -- or how the
DRECP wi Il inpact the Land Use Plan Amendnent for the

Desert District and within that what kind of changes
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woul d be applied within the WEMO Travel Managenent Pl an
that the public is not privy to at this tine.

So this is a concern that | hope is not a rea
bad concern, but it's something that I will be | ooking
at specifically when the DRECP is rel eased. Thank you.

CHAI RPERSON BANI'S: Go ahead.

DI STRI CT MANAGER RANSEL: Just to provide a
clarification, I know with all these different processes
sonetines it's hard to navigate exactly what's
happening. So when the Record of Decision for the DRECP
was approved in Septenber of 2016, it did amend our
pl an, the CDCA. So right now that anmended plan is our
pl an, and so there was a Notice of Intent that was
published to consider if changes needed to be made to
the CDCA or basically the things that were consi dered as
part of the DRECP Anendnent.

But we haven't determ ned a path for yet on
what those changes will be or could be. And until that
process woul d be conpleted, we're still operating under
t he CDCA Pl an as amended by DRECP. Oh, | used up al
your time. Sorry.

MR. STEWART: | understand that. But that new
rel ease and working in a vacuum w t hout know ng what
that is, that is ny concern with how any i npact or

changes there could inpact this WEMO. Thank you.
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DI STRI CT MANAGER RANSEL: Yep, yeah, and we're
definitely tracking. | know Carl and Katrina are kind
of tracking that as well. So it's definitely sonething
that we' re wat chi ng.

MR. STEWART: Thank you.

DI STRI CT MANAGER RANSEL: Yep.

CHAI RPERSON BANI'S: Thank you. Linda, followed
by Ruth and Sam MerKk.

M5. CASTRO. Linda Castro, California
W | derness Coal ition.

A couple of questions. First of all you
mentioned the court deadlines. | guess | wanted
clarification if you currently foresee neeting those
court deadlines. Then the other question | have is,
does BLM still plan to keep the overlap of Mjave Trails
and WVEMO? The nonunent proclamtion was specific. It
provi ded that the nonunment nanagenent plan woul d be done
within three years and part of that planning process
woul d i nvolve a Travel Managenent Plan that woul d be
specific for the nmonunent. And obviously the reason for
this is so that you woul dn't have resource conflicts
with monument objects and the routes for the roads that
were within the nonunment.

And obviously the problemw th the overlap with

the monument and WVEMO i s that the proclamation al so
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specifically says that only existing roads would be
allowed in the nonunent. But the draft supplenental EIS
did designate nore new routes in the nmonunent. So |
know t hat was kind of long. But, anyway, two general
guestions there.

MS. SYMONS: Okay. So the answer to the first
guestion is, do we anticipate neeting the court
deadl i nes? The answer is, absolutely. W're taking
that extrenely serious, so in relationship to the
Moj ave Trails National Mnunment as stated in the draft
suppl enental, one of the ways to specifically be able to
cover that little sliver of the Mdjave Trails that falls
within the West Mojave Planning Area is, we had proposed
to make it its own subregion to be enbedded within its
own Travel Managenent Area so that we would be able to
specifically address any routes and its inpacts on the
val ues for which the nonunent was desi gnhat ed.

The intent is because we are not -- since we
are still underneath the purview of the U S. District
Court, BLM did not feel that it had the ability to pul
that sliver of the nonunment outside that planning area,
and so we've kept it in as it was stated there in the
draft, Linda.

The other thing to consider is what's being

proposed for the Land Use Plan Anendnent is to do a
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change to the existing California Desert Conservation
Area plan | anguage that basically said that, you know --
or the expectation was route designation was a Land Use
Pl an Amendment. What's being proposed now is the
recognition of bringing this forward to today's standard
for the Bureau of Land Managenent, and route designation
is considered an inplenentation-|evel decision, not
requiring a Plan Anendnent.

So when we fast forward to October, issuing a
Record of Decision on a designated route system |letting
it go through its adm nistrative review process of a
30-day appeal period, that, if there are sone additional
concerns expressed by the public, if there is a special
route that maybe we m ssed that the public
overwhel m ngly wants to add to our system or on the
opposite, if there is a route that we designated that
t he public overwhel m ngly says they want cl osed, we have
the ability at that time to go site specific, do the
appropriate localized environnental docunent, and issue
a decision. And it can be as sinple as a decision on
one route or nultiple routes within an area; right? So
one subregion or within a particular Travel Managenent
Ar ea.

It provides a lot nore flexibility at the | ocal

| evel to be working directly with citizens that are
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i npacted in that area or those citizens that utilize
that area to enter into sonme very site-specific
deci sions. Ckay?

CHAI RPERSON BANI' S: Does the | anguage change
that allowed for VWEMO route designation to becone
i npl enent ation-1evel decision? That's WEMO only.

That's not northern and eastern, western and eastern and
so forth; right? O wll it carry over to the other --

M5. SYMONS: No. |It's for the West Mjave
Pl anni ng Area.

CHAI RPERSON BANI'S: So the other areas still
have to go through the Desert Plan to do route
designation theoretically? Yeah. W don't want to go
t here.

MS. SYMONS: Yeah. So Linda, specifically --
so whenever, you know, so after October after we issued
t hat Record of Decision that, whenever the Mjave Trails
Nati onal Monunent managenent planni ng process takes a
liftoff, we have the ability to rel ook at that subregion
that's within the WEMO pl anni ng area and take anot her
look at it. It's open. | nean, there is nothing final;
okay?

CHAI RPERSON BANI S: Thank you.

Ruth, Sam followed by Ed Wal dhei m

MS. HI DALGO. Thank you. First of all | want
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to thank the individual DAC nmenmbers that have answered

my trivial questions over the tine that | have cone to
know VEMO. | know a | ot of people have been working
hard on it for a long time. | want to thank Katrina and

Carl for also being avail able to answer questions as |
try to figure it out.

That being said, can you please tell nme what a
class is, what that neans.

M5. SYMONS: So it has to do with the | evel of
cultural resource inventory that's conducted. So
actually we have a crew on whatever randonmly sel ected
routes that we've got two to four individuals out there
on the ground doing -- utilizing cultural resource
protocol on their inventory and walking within five to
ten meters of each other surveying for cultura
resources and at the tinme that they wind up finding a
cultural resource, and if it turns out to be a site,
they will record that entire site even if it goes
outside the area that's being surveyed.

M5. HIDALGO: And that's how it gets to be a
cl ass?

MS. SYMONS: Like, Class 1 is just a search of
existing records. A Class 3 is boots on the ground.

MS. HI DALGO. Okay. It's how you do it. | got

it. Thank you. And then the other question is, is this
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it? | nean, because it's already been litigated. Once
this cones out, is that going to be done, or is that a
] oke?

MS. SYMONS: So as with any decision that's
made, it is open to the adm nistrative reprocess as well
as litigation.

MS. HI DALGO. Again? It can be litigated
agai n?

MS. SYMONS: Absolutely. And we have to take
this back to the Court. The Court is requiring us to
bring that decision back to them

MS. HI DALGO:. Even if the Court OK's this, it
could still be sued upon agai n?

MR. SYMONS: Yeah. Anything is a possibility.

MS. HI DALGO: | guess we got a |ong haul ahead
of wus.

CHAI RPERSON BANI' S:  Thanks, Ruth. Those are
good questi ons.

Sam followed by Ed and Gerry Hillier.

M5. MERK: Sam Mer k

| would like to conplinment Katrina and Carl for
doi ng an outstanding job. | would also like to
conpliment the DAC nenbers in how nuch they have done
and how nuch they have participated in the planning

process.

Page 144

Personal Court Reporters, A Veritext Company
818-988-1900




A WD

ol

10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24
25

| do have great concerns about going forward
with WEMO wi t hout getting the final decision in regards
to the DRECP because it's going to do sone inpacting.
And | al so have sone concerns in regards to doing one
thing with VEMO and not doing the sanme thing with NEMO
and NECO in the road decisions. You know, the
California Desert was put together as one unit, and if
we're going to make a rule for one, | have concerns.
|"'mnot a |awyer, but | do have concerns in regards to
that. Thank you.

CHAI RPERSON BANI' S: Thank you, Sam

Ed, followed by Gerry and Jora Fogg.

MR. WALDHEI M  Ed Wal dheim Friends of Jawbone.

VWhen the California Desert Conservation Plan
started out at the Roundtable, |I nentioned -- | told to
Gerry -- | said, "W have been doing this since '78,
‘80, '83, going over the sane routes."

MR. HILLIER: Actually going back to the I CNP
in 1972.

MR. WALDHEI M 1972, review ng the sane | and,
sanme routes, and so here we are now. |'m excited about
trying to decide, okay, where am | going to put the
signs on the ground? How is it going to change our
i npl enent ati on, what we have already -- because we've

got thousands and thousands of signs out there that keep
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t he people on the trail. W' ve got CTUC maps and travel
maps that will have to be rechecked.

But now the thing about a protest com ng on, we
could essentially not be able to do any inplenentation
until protests are finished.

MS. SYMONS: So the protests will occur after
t he publication of the final. W can't issue a Record
of Decision on a Land Use Pl an Amendnent until the
protests are done. But what |'mthinking you meant is
the appeal. So in October of 2019 for the route
desi gnation, that decision can be appealed. So it's
goi ng through that appeal process.

MR. WALDHEIM So we can't do anything on the
ground until that appeal is over?

MS. SYMONS: |If we brought an appeal, it
depends on the scope of the appeal.

MR. WALDHEIM  Well, okay. To be continued.

| want to personally thank Carl and Katrina,
Crai g Beck, who was an integral part of this program
getting it going and thousands and thousands of hours
that all their staff has put into this. It's been
incredible. | want to thank all the users who have net
on the neeting, off the neeting, route by route by
route, all the input we've put into that. It is

incredible, the participation that we've had to cone to

Page 146

Personal Court Reporters, A Veritext Company
818-988-1900




A W DN

ol

10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24
25

this point that we are today. So it's a credit kudo to
everybody getting invol ved.

And thanks to these people and the staff of the
BLM Bar st ow and Ri dgecrest office. Thank you.

CHAI RPERSON BANI S:  Thank you.

Gerry, followed by Jora, followed by
Li sbet Thoresen.

MR. HILLIER | didn't realize | had a card in
there waiting to comment there.

CHAI RPERSON BANI' S:  Surpri se.

MR. HILLIER: [|I'messentially going to pass
except for that -- this has been a conplex issue that
has gone on and on and on, and we've been through
exi sting routes, designated routes and gotten into
details. And staff has done it, and then they've redone
it, and then they have redone it. And then they have
gone over.

And as pointed out on the field trip yesterday,
the transfer of private | ands and the fencing of
mtigation | ands has added conplexities to it that
nobody ever dreanmed of. And, my God, is it over? Is it
goi ng to be over?

The one thing that I think we all need -- this
is going to have to go to the court, and the judge is

going to look at it with the plaintiffs in the |awsuit.
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Are the plaintiffs going to get another bite of the
apple to protest if they don't get through the court
muster? And is this process -- and | don't know if this
is a rhetorical question. Don't even try to answer it.
VWhat's going to happen if the plaintiffs decide to
protest and start over again? Thank you very much.

I'"'mgoing to have to | eave you this afternoon,
but carry on.

CHAI RPERSON BANI'S: Thank you for com ng,
Cerry. Thank you.

Jora, you're up next, followed by Lisbet,
foll owed by Bar bar a.

MS. FOGG Hi. Jora Fogg, Friends of the Inyo.
| wanted to ask a couple of questions.

Consul tants' mneetings, are those open to the
public? And who are the parties?

MS. SYMONS: | can get you the whole list. W
have over 20 consulting party nmenbers, and | can get you
that |ist.

M5. FOGG. Thank you so nmuch. And I'd also

| ove a copy of the presentation. | took a couple of
photos. It would be easier if | had a copy.
And then | was curious. | know a |ot of groups

had route-specific comments, including our coments on

how in response to comments you're addressing the
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route-specific, like that seens |like a ot of work. So
t hank you so much for doing that. But yeah, |I'm super
curious how that process works.

MR. SYMONS: We took all the comments, and
literally we sat down with a map goi ng through subregion
by subregion. And we bring up the coments because
sonetimes there was one comment, sonetinmes there was
four or five comments on any one particular route. And
we went down, and we said what we did, |ooked at the
alternatives and everything that followed about the
route then made a decision then docunented what the
deci si on was, why, and then whether or not it was in
response or not in response to public coment.

The only difficult part was when sonebody said,
"1 want it open,” and, "I want it closed.” Well, were
we responsive to public conmment? Yes? No?

MS. FOGG. That was going to nmy next question,
is, there nust be some conflicts in those coments, and
SO --

MR. SYMONS: That's what we | ooked at, and
things like was it access to private property would be
com ng into account, you know, what resources? Wre
there cultural areas, or was it part of connectivity?
There was a | ot of different things that went into it.

When we | ooked into public comment, we took all those
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things in, including the criteria to make the final
deci sion, especially where we had conflicting public
coments as to what to do with the route.

M5. FOGG Great. W're down -- it's about
15, 000 routes, you said?

MS. SYMONS: Yeah, 15,235 mles.

M5. FOGG Okay. G eat.

M5. SYMONS: G ve or take.

M5. FOGG.  Thank you so much for that mapping
work, and I really look forward to reviewing that. And
| for one hope that we can nove through with
| npl enmentation on this.

And | would say |I'm probably not going to be
popul ar in saying this, but it's about the signage, and
it's al so about the signage on the routes that are on
t he ground but have not been | egal and for whatever
reason we don't need those closure signs. So part of
| npl enmentation is closure as well again probably -- not
probably, but we're |ooking forward to the
i mpl enent ati on phase of this.

And then with regards to the cultural sites,
super inpressive work. 114 new sites is incredible,
five percent. And | think $1 mllion is actually not a
| ot to spend on being able to docunent irreplaceable

cultural sites in the desert.
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CHAI RPERSON BANI'S: Thank you, Jora.

Li sbet, you're up next, followed by Barbara and
Ron Chil e.

MS. THORESEN:. Hi. Lisbet Thoresen, San Di ego
M neral and Gem

First I want to say thank you for a fabul ous
presentation. You do the best presentations, Katrina.
And thank you, Carl. Thank you for the neetings we had
where you answered a | ot of questions. As we al
remenber, there was a | ot of confusion anong a | ot of
t he rockhound conmmunity about how to respond, how to
give coments, how to actually comment on especially the
digital maps.

So with respect to that confusion, which stil
lingers for us -- and we'd |ike sonme resol ution, and |
expect that will be forthcom ng. But maybe you coul d
give a little bit of a preview

Oh, | nust give thanks al so on the VWEMO on the
routes for rockhounds. First and forenopst, Randy Bani s,
you' ve been here forever, and you've supported us and
our conmmunity, and we can't thank you enough. It's just
t housands and t housands of hours, and | think we're ever
i ndebted to you.

Someone who's not here but had a big role also,

and that was the former DAC nenber Ki m Canpbell-Erb, who

Page 151

Personal Court Reporters, A Veritext Company
818-988-1900




A W DN

ol

10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24
25

spent hundreds, thousands of hours and tinme and noney
and gal vani zed resources and people to go out and take
readi ngs. Ruth Hidal go, you know, who's just been here
forever, and doing all the hard |Iegwork in order to nake
sure that these routes get into the maps.

So now with nmy questions | have. You said that
you | ooked down to the one-to-500 scale |evel and you
found all kinds of interesting features or a |l ack of
features you expected to be there, the translinear
di sturbances, for exanple, a route that was continuous
and suddenly broke and becane a translinear disturbance;
for exanple, the Baxter WAash, part of the route through
there, and the Cady Mountains, which is now within the
Moj ave Trails national footprint.

My first question is, how did you resol ve that,
because, if those were retained as translinear
di sturbances, effectively the route becane an i npassabl e
pl ace.

My second question goes to your duplicate
routes which were in the digital maps. And in those
cases there was a concern from sone rockhounds that, if
you clicked on a duplicate segnent, what happened when
you consol i dated the duplicates? Wuld you
i nadvertently throw out a coment if a coment -- or

clicked on the wong segnent, or were you careful to
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consolidate the comments so none of the coments would
be lost, intended as they were to be with the sanme route
segment ? Thank you. Sorry.

MS. SYMONS: No, no, no. So that's good.

So as we stated in the public neetings that, if
we did find duplicates, because we had the data bases in
pl ace, we would be able to associate the comment with
that, which is absolutely true. W were able to do
that. It took alittle bit of extra | egwork because we
were having to go back to two different sources or
sonetimes three different sources. But we were able to
take that comment and put it to a piece on the ground.
And | say this with a caveat, because we al so noted that
there were sone typos fromcoments that got sent in
t hat .

The WEMO | Ds, you know, if one had a 355 and
then the comment went on to talk about a specific place;
right? And we went back to that place, and it wasn't a
355. It turned out to be, like, a 535. So there was
sonme transposing.

MS. THORESEN: Nunber dysl exi a?

MS. SYMONS: | can talk. W got Carrie back
there. Hey, Carrie. She was on the teamthat also
hel ped to go coment by comment and finding things |like

the little transposition of nunmbers, and ultimtely the
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team dove in. They dug hard. They spent the tine, and
when itens were found that the commenter had transposed,
we didn't just kick that out. W cane in, and we put
notes in there that said, "Hey, we believe this was an
error and is intended to be this nunber, and here's our
response to that coment."” Ckay?

MS. THORESEN: Thank you.

MS. SYMONS: Okay. And as far as if we had in
our route that was open on two ends and in the mddle
was a translinear disturbance, the intent was for that
route to be open and that was the proposal to nove
forward in a particular alternative, we connected them
because it was just an error. Anyone working in GS
knows that errors like that can happen.

MS5. THORESEN: And that's two further
t hank-yous. Rob Waywood, who had a lot to do with
i nputting rockhounding sites into the WEMO dat abase, and
Peg Margosi an, who just does a heroic work, unsung
her oi ne.

CHAI RPERSON BANI' S:  Thank you, Lisbet.

Bar bara, then -- then |unch.

MS. BANE: Barbara Bane, Desert Survivors.

| worked on these giant managenent plans, and |
know what a chore that is. M hats to you fol ks at BLM

for tackling this. | would have waked up and cried

Page 154

Personal Court Reporters, A Veritext Company
818-988-1900




A WD

ol

10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24
25

every norning. Good job.

So | heard some guests in the audi ence when we
mentioned the $1 million nunmber for this nodeling. Let
me say that what this kind of nodeling does -- this is
state of the art. This brings cultural resources into
the 21st century. We're using it in mning, geology, in
hydrol ogy, in natural resources. And | comend the BLM
for moving forward to use this.

| mght also add at China Lake the Navy is

doing this at China Lake for considerably | ess acreage,

1.1 mllion acres. Their nodeling is estimated to cost
ultimately about $3 million, so you're doing a pretty
good job if you're coming in with one mllion.

And | have one question, and that's who's doing
the nmodeling? 1Is this inhouse, or are you having a
contractor doing it?

MS. SYMONS: It's inhouse, and it's being done
i nhouse, but it is also undergoing review by the
consulting parties that we have as well as peer review.
Okay?

MS. BANE: Can we expect sone qualifications on
this?

MS. SYMONS: | anticipate it.

CHAI RPERSON BANI' S: Good. Thank you, Barbara.

Ron, you don't mnd waiting until after |unch,
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do you? |'mjust kidding. Everybody, | introduce
Ron Schiller, former menber of the Desert Advisory
Counci |, predecessor of m ne.

Wel come to the mc, Ron.

MR. SCHI LLER: How are you doing, Steve? |
t hought you retired.

Well, I wish | had a dollar for every tine |
spoke about VEMO. You know, WEMO started in the early
'90s with Alden Sievers, and | bet hardly anybody in
this roomrenmenbers Al den Sievers.

UNI DENTI FI ED SPEAKER: Oh, | do.

MR. SCHILLER: He was the Barstow Field Ofice
manager in thor early '90s. But what really bothers ne
is that the way things have evolved fromthis and
prom ses nmade and not kept. There was a subgroup neting
held in the Ridgecrest Field Ofice about setting up
routes for this West Mjave Plan. The public got w nd
of it and showed up at the Ridgecrest Field Ofice in
the mddle of the week in the mddle of the day, filled
up the whole Ridgecrest Field Ofice and the parking
lot, well over 150 people.

Bi |l Hague deci ded that we better have a
Ri dgecrest neeting. W had a neeting at the
Kerr McGee Center. We filled it over 300 people,

standi ng roomonly, including Ridgecrest City Counci
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menbers and Kern County representatives, including
John McQui ston, who was the Kern County supervisor for
t he area.

Long story short, is as a result of that
Bill Hague nmade a conm tnent to the |local community to
honor the requirenment to involve |ocal governnent in the
pl anni ng process. And if you are famliar with the
Record of Decision -- | can't renmenber what year that
was signed, but that Record of Decision currently states
that there would be a CAPA, which is the Collaborative
Access Pl anning Area, which involves the EI Pasos and
t he Ridgecrest area, which would be a collaborative
pl anni ng effort including representation by the City of
Ri dgecrest and Kern County and | ocal stakeholders wthin
three years.

What year was that Record of Decision?

MR. SYMONS: 2006.

MR. SCHI LLER: 2006. 2006 is nore than three
years ago, and not hing has ever happened. That
comm tment was made, and it was accepted in good faith,
and | expect it to be honored. So what's happened?
Not hi ng. You know, we're | osing opportunities.

I'"'malso the vice president of the | ocal gem
and m neral society, and we're losing collecting

opportunities over and over and over. |If you're
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famliar with the so-called Cuddeback wi thdrawal, it's
not only the Cuddeback wi thdrawal. They kind of snuck
in the Christmas Canyon area, which is a |limted-use
area and an ACEC.

That had a commercial travertine quarry in it
that was a big opportunity for the local gem and m neral
cl ubs, where we go out and get big pieces of travertine.
We make bookends and so on and so forth out of it.

We're losing that. The area adjacent to that we | ost
access to because it wasn't really a closed area, but
the OHV commi ssion decided that the nmotorcyclists were
violating an area and making a ness, so they closed that
with a big fence and | ocked us out of another area where
we had gem and mneral collecting. So we're |osing nore
and nore and nore recreational opportunities.

Anot her area is in the El Paso Muntains.

CHAI RPERSON BANI'S:  One m nute.

MR. SCHI LLER: We have an area at
Sheep Springs. All of a sudden the BLM puts up cl osed
signs all over it. | go to the BLM and say, "Wy did
you close this off?"

"Oh, it's part of WEMO, and that's private
property."”

So | go look, and | said, "Yeah, it's not BLM

there." | start checking. 1It's in a state section. So
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why shoul d the BLM consi der that as private property
when it's a state section? Wiy can't | -- shouldn't |
be able to access that area? | think that's very wong.
That shouldn't be called private property and excl udi ng

me fromgem and m neral collecting there.

So the point is, I've lived here since 1957.
cane here when | was si X. |'ve seen all of these
excl usi ons nobre and nore and nore. | was raised here

accessing public property with my grandparents. And |
can't access nost of that with my grandchil dren.

Unfortunately the |ast round of these WEMO
meetings | couldn't attend because | was undergoi ng
medi cal treatnent, so | mssed all of those and couldn't
attend. However | just want to say that I'mjust tired
of all of these exclusions, and | don't think what's
going on here is right. That's enough. Thank you.

CHAI RPERSON BANI'S:  You bet, Ron. Questions?
Comment s? Thank you, Ron.

We didit. Tinme for another break. W'l
break for lunch for a period of one hour. 1'Il be back
here bangi ng the gavel at 1:35. And enjoy your |unch.
Thank you, everybody.

(Lunch recess was taken.)
(Menber Francis was absent for the remainder of the

meeting.)
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CHAI RPERSON BANI'S: Ckay. Thank you,
everybody, for comng back. And I call the neeting to
order at 1:41 p.m

Before we carry on with the agenda, if there's
no objections, Billy would |like to say sonething,
pl ease.

Go ahead, Billy. Gve you the fl oor.

MEMBER M TCHELL: At lunch | was approached by
t he people of Ridgecrest. Soneone asked nme to nenti on,
you know, Marie and if there's any way possible that in
the meetings in the future in Ridgecrest that they could
be in honor of her. And also if the board approves and
the BLM doesn't mi nd, on donations, if they could have a
pl ague maybe, a tree or whatever the people decide, if
we could work on that before our next neeting or in the
meant i me.

| just thought 1'd put it by the board here.
She's been here since the '80s, because | worked with
her back then. So if the board is okay. And, Beth,
don't know if you guys can do that at the BLM but I
think it would be nore than appropriate to have a tree
and a smal | plaque.

MRS. M TCHELL: In fact sonebody coul d nmaybe
donate a tree. You guys got the manure we saw

yesterday. Then we thought sonebody coul d get a plaque
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just with her nane. They did it for a librarian in
Lucerne Valley. She was a librarian in Barstow. She
got killed on the highway. So they planted a tree at
the library. So | don't knowif it would be at

Ri dgecrest, maybe where the burros are, or main office,
just somewhere, snmall, sonmething for Marie.

MEMBER M TCHELL: Whatever you think you coul d
do.

DI STRI CT MANAGER RANSEL: Okay. "1l talk to
Carl and Katrina about that, and it seens |i ke sonething
that we could probably find a way to accommodate. But
"1l have to tal k about Carl and Katrina since it's
their offices. | don't know Is Carl still here?

Carl, do you have anything you want to say
about that?

MR. SYMONS: We'll have to discuss where it
goes. The only issue is probably not the office. The
office is leased, and it's an older building, so that's
sonmet hi ng we probably wouldn't do there. But sonething
we can |l ook at is, we also have another plaque up at the
w | d horse and burro facility for a person that passed
away. So there m ght be a possibility of doing that.

CHAI RPERSON BANI'S: If there's no objection,
perhaps Billy and I can work off-line with the rest of

t he DAC nenbers and coordinate a program for us. |If
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perhaps Carl can work with his associates and see if
there's a way for that, and we'll find a juncture for
that. |1'd be happy to work with you and get through to
all our nenbers and find a way to do that.

MEMBER M TCHELL: | think we can use Sam as a
contact here in Ridgecrest, if she doesn't m nd.

CHAI RPERSON BANI'S: Mark, did you have a
comment ?

MR. ALGAZY: | was just going to say the DAC is
an old and an austere enough organi zation that it maybe
is time for a hall of fanme and that Marie is
wel | -deserving of being in the freshman cl ass of that
hall of fanme, and it would be a plaque in the district
of fice.

CHAI RPERSON BANI'S:  And when | give it up, it
will be a hall of shane.

MEMBER M TCHELL: [|'Il be next to you. | don't
know where Sam went, but if that's what the people of
Ri dgecrest would like to do, that's fine.

DI STRI CT MANAGER RANSEL: If it's a matter of
having a plaque on the wall, |I'm sure we would be
honored to have one at the Desert District office. But
it was the tree thing that was a little different. |
wasn't sure if Carl was confortable having a tree

pl ant ed.
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M5. MERK: | think it's nore appropriate for
the desert at the main office because of the fact she
fought so hard for the whole desert and not just for one
field office, but she loved it all.

MEMBER M TCHELL: Well, | guess according to
that we'll work together and try get sonething on
donations and put it in the main office for Sam and the
peopl e of Ridgecrest.

CHAI RPERSON BANI'S: Very good. And maybe
engage the Roundtable on this as well. Thank you. Very
wel |l . Thank you, everybody.

MEMBER M TCHELL: Thank you for your tine.

CHAI RPERSON BANI'S: We do m ss her very nuch.

We've had a great lunch, and now we're noving
on to a presentation that will be exciting, the M ning
Projects Overview Update. And who wants to nake it
exciting?

Katrina, are you up or Carl?

MS. SYMONS: You get ne first again.

CHAI RPERSON BANI'S:  All right. You're on.
Thank you.

MS. SYMONS: You get to listen to my voice
again. W're here to talk about the OWA direct sale.
It is here. On Novenmber 5th of '18 we issued a Draft

Land Use Pl an Amendnent and Environnental Assessnent,
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and it's currently open for a 60-day comment period. |
do want to orient you to the area that's the reason for
this first slide.

(A Powerpoint presentation titled "OWA Direct Sale -
Draft Land Use Pl an Amendment and Environnent al
Assessnent” was presented by Katrina Synons.)

M5. SYMONS: Are there any questions?

CHAI RPERSON BANI' S: Bob, go right ahead.

MEMBER ROBI NSON: |'ve got a couple of
questions. Has anyone raised any concerns regarding the
wildlife area adjacent being inpacted negatively by
addi tional projects in that area?

M5. SYMONS: The environnmental docunent did not
identify a significant inpact on wldlife.

MEMBER ROBI NSON:  And the other thing was, is
there going to be a sufficient bond, reclamation bond
for this to cover all the private property at the end of
this project so we won't end up with a situation where
t he public happened to foot the bill, like at Kelly M ne
and Yell ow Aster and Anmerigo?

MS. SYMONS: So underneath the County of
San Bernardi no County approved 2015 Anended M ning and

Recl amati on Pl an, the conmpany has provided the

appropriate bonding for that action. |In the case that
if -- you know, the proposal, the agency-preferred
Page 164

Personal Court Reporters, A Veritext Company
818-988-1900




A W DN

ol

10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24
25

alternative right now includes the sale of Public Lands
so that BLM woul d no | onger have any tie to those | ands,
so it would not include any liability on the

Federal Governnent. It would put all the liability on
the private conpany, and they would nove forward with
the full inplenmentation of that 2015 Anended M ning and
Recl amati on Pl an underneath all the bonding they have in
pl ace with the county right now.

MEMBER ROBI NSON: | guess ny question was, when
the BLM doesn't even take that into account, then it
goes strictly on San Bernardi no County?

MS. SYMONS: Yeah, because what's being
proposed woul d have that parcel of |and no | onger being
in federal ownership, so it would go back to the ful
responsibility of the County of San Bernardi no.

MEMBER ROBI NSON:  But |i ke what happened down
here is, it wound -- up even in even though it's private
property, at the Kelly Mne the Federal Governnment had
to step in because the Kelly Mne evidently doesn't
exi st anynore, and the people operating it don't have
the capital or sonething, and it turned into basically a
Superfund site.

And | just wanted to nake sure that these
projects -- that they're going to be making all the

nmoney off of these projects, and they dissolve the LLC
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or whatever they have, and there's nobody to go after,
and the bond is insufficient. Then it cones back on the
public to foot the bill again. It happens over and over
agai n.

M5. SYMONS: So, Carl, do you want to talk
about the Kelly Mne? Do you want to address that? So
is the Kelly Mne BLM or is it private?

MR. SYMONS: BLM

MEMBER ROBINSON:  Onh, it is BLWM?

MR, SYMONS: Yes.

MEMBER ROBI NSON: Even if it was private and
t he conpany that owned it or did own it didn't exist
anynore, it still would conme back on the
Federal Governnment or Superfund site to reclaimit. And
they m ght take the property or whatever, but, you know,
at that point it is the property is not worth near as
much as it would cost to reclaimit.

M5. SYMONS: So you nmake a point on, at the end
of all of this, if BLM selects Alternative B, which is a
no-action alternative, and then BLM receives a plan of
operation to utilize the mll sites for the disposal of
the m ning waste, then BLM woul d need to do the
addi ti onal environnmental analysis.

And let's say that we approve the plan of

operation. Let's say that we do the appropriate
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bondi ng, et cetera. |It's not |ike that action is going
to get stopped, because underneath the 1872 M ni ng Law
that's a mll site.

MEMBER ROBI NSON:  |'m not tal king about
st oppi ng the action.

MS. SYMONS: Then it beconmes the liability of
t he Federal Governnment. So underneath Alternative B
potentially to utilize those ml|l sites for the nining
over burden waste disposal, then ultimtely |ong-term
it's the Feds' responsibility.

MEMBER ROBI NSON: It would be basically a
mning claimor a mll site like any other place |ike
Kelly M ne was or whatever?

MS. SYMONS: Correct. Underneath the preferred
alternative that liability gets placed upon OMWA as a
private conpany. BLM would no |Ionger -- the
Federal Governnent, U.S. taxpayers would no | onger be
liable for that waste material.

MEMBER ROBI NSON:  So BLM woul d transfer that
responsibility down to San Bernardi no?

MS. SYMONS: It would go to the primary
conpany, who would have liability, and it would be
oversi ght by the County of San Bernardi no per SMARA.

CHAI RPERSON BANI'S:  You good? Conme back at any
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| have Bob Burke, Billy and Al.

MEMBER MUTH:  SMARA?

MEMBER BURKE: Al | was going to say was |I'm
very famliar with that mne. They actually work very
well with wildlife crews. They' ve got a couple of our
wat er sources there, and J and J Restoration is their
contracted conpany for reclamation. So they've got all
their ducks in a row, one of the few ones.

CHAI RPERSON BANI S: Billy?

MEMBER M TCHELL: Yeah. That's out of the
Round Mountain | ease?

MS. SYMONS: Yes.

MEMBER M TCHELL: And that's not patented | and,
then, that mll|l site?

MS. SYMONS: No. Right nowit is BLM managed
ands with the 14 m || sites overl apping.

MEMBER M TCHELL: It enploys over 50 people?

M5. SYMONS: Right now OWYA enpl oys over
50 individuals, yes, sir.

MEMBER M TCHELL: |'mpretty famliar with the
mne site. And without this obviously they're going to
have to shut down, | would assune.

MS. SYMONS: If this proposed | ands deal does
not go through, OMYA is prepared to submt to BLM a pl an

of operation for the utilization of those mll sites to
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put their mning overburden waste on those.

MEMBER M TCHELL: And actual ly overburden
waste. It's just overburden waste?

M5. SYMONS: Yeah.

MEMBER M TCHELL: When you say waste, it sounds
i ke sonmething contam nated, but it's not.

M5. SYMONS: No. Calcium carbonate.

MEMBER M TCHELL: It's just the |and above the
ore, is what it is. All right. Thank you, Katrina.

CHAI RPERSON BANI'S:  Frazier. Oh, |'msorry.

Al then Frazier. M mstake. |[|'msorry.

Al , you were next.

MEMBER MJUTH: Go ahead, Frazier.

MEMBER HANEY: Just a question, really. This
is all to solve a trespass issue originally with the
mne; is that right?

MS5. SYMONS: Yeah. Back in 2005 it was a
trespass based upon the underlying plaster mning claim
because plaster would not be utilized for m ning
over bur den.

CHAI RPERSON BANI'S: M crophone, pl ease.

MEMBER HANEY: ©Oh, yeah. Sorry. Just wasn't
on. On the 70 acres that you're considering selling
there are sone creeks and other wetland resources. Have

t hose been cat al ogued?
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MS. SYMONS: Yes, they are, and they're in
detail in the EIR and covered by the 2015 Anmended M ning
and Recl amation Act, yes.

CHAI RPERSON BANI'S: Al ?

MEMBER MUTH:  SMARA?

MS. SYMONS: Okay. |'ll have to go to sonmeone
else. I'mhaving a senior noment. [It's an acronym

MS. FOGG. State M ning and Recl amation Act.
ZALE: Surface.

FOGG. Surface M ning and Recl amation Act.

» B 3

SYMONS: Yep, that's good. Thank you,
hel p.

MEMBER KENNEY: | didn't hear what she said.

DI STRI CT MANAGER RANSEL: Surface M ning and
Recl amati on Act.

MEMBER MUTH: Then we're tal king the sale of
70 acres. \What is that going to cost? |Is it under the
1872 M ning Act and pennies an acre or what?

MS. SYMONS: No, sir. The costs are being
borne by OWA.

MEMBER MJUTH: How nmuch woul d that be?

M5. SYMONS: | have no idea because there would
be no novenent to do the environmental site assessnent
or the appraisal of that land until such time a decision

is rendered by the Bureau of Land Management, and so
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wi t hout having that appraisal done, we don't know the
cost .

DI STRI CT MANAGER RANSEL: Maybe | could add a
little sonething. Sales under 203 and 209 of FLPMA are
done at fair market val ue.

MEMBER M TCHELL: Yeah, fair market val ue.

DI STRI CT MANAGER RANSEL: Determ ned by
appr ai sal .

MEMBER MJUTH: Once you get the fair market
val ue i n your hands, what happens to the noney? Does it
go back to the --

MS. SYMONS: General treasury.

MEMBER MUTH: -- general treasury? It's a
bl ack hole. 1In other words you have no idea where it
goes.

MEMBER M TCHELL: Can't put it 8100 npney?

MS. SYMONS: Actually that would be a really
good i dea.

MEMBER M TCHELL: Good job, Carl

MEMBER MUTH: When you were tal king about
i npacts to wildlife, you heavily enphasized "substanti al
i npact . "

MS. SYMONS: Significant.

MEMBER MUTH: Significant.

MS. SYMONS: Right, because of the fact that
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this is being covered by an Environnental Assessnent.
And if there were significant inpacts, an environmnmental
assessnent woul d not have been the appropriate
mechanism It would have needed to be kicked back up to
envi ronnment al i npact statenent.

MEMBER MUTH: | presune by that there are no
t hr eat ened or endangered species in the way, nothing
that uniquely lives on that particular mneral deposit?

M5. SYMONS: Fromthe flora and fauna -- so
there are carbonate endem c plant species, but they are
not inpacted by this particular proposal. As far as,
you know, any other of the FR standpoint, no listed
speci es up there.

MEMBER ROBI NSON: \What about prehistoric
cul tural resources?

MS. SYMONS: Cultural resource surveys were
conducted, and there are no sites that are inpacted.

MEMBER MJUTH: Any sort of mitigation for the
| and renoved fromw ldlife corridor?

MS. SYMONS: No.

MEMBER MUTH: So it would be 70 acres pulled
out with no repl acenent?

MS. SYMONS: Correct.

CHAI RPERSON BANI' S: Just to repeat, not going

to affect the carbonate endem cs?
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MS. SYMONS: Affirmative.

CHAI RPERSON BANI' S: Thank you. Very good. |
have no questions or comments of the DAC at this tine.
| would be happy to nove into public coment.

s that okay, or do you have nore things you
would |i ke to share?

MS. SYMONS: No.

MEMBER BURKE: The Ri dgecrest portion.

CHAI RPERSON BANI'S: |I'msorry. Yeah, there's a
Ri dgecrest part. So if you don't have questions now --

MR, SYMONS: I'Ill start this and try to keep us
on schedule for the kids with public coments. |'m

going to give a little bit of an overview of mning in
the Ridgecrest Field Ofice.
(A Power Poi nt presentation titled "Ri dgecrest Field
O fice Mning" was presented by Carl Synons.)
MEMBER M TCHELL: Carl, with grazing there's
royalties the BLM receives off these mning clains?
MR. SYMONS: |t depends on which it is. |If
it's, like, for instance the |ocatables are not -- we do
not get a royalty. All they have to do is, they pay
their yearly fee for the mning claim but on the
| eases, yes, we do get royalties.
MEMBER M TCHELL: Ckay.
MR. SYMONS: O the sellables, |ike the clay,
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if it's common clay, then they'l|l pay for that on a
vol une basis, so it just depends on whether or not it's
| ocat abl e or not.

MEMBER M TCHELL: Okay. Thank you.

CHAI RPERSON BANI S: Frazier.

MEMBER HANEY: Yeah. A couple of questions and
a request too.

A few years back, when renewabl e energy started
to be a big deal in the California Desert, there were so
many projects across the desert that BLM at the district
| evel made a list of everything that was in process that
was, you know, either permtted or pending, and it made
it really easy for the general public and organizations
to keep up with what was happening.

| wonder if the same is possible with nining
projects, whether it was per field office or across the
district so that, as you describe these projects, the
general public would have an easy place to go to see
what is active in BLMs processing mne clains, clains
of operation.

CHAI RPERSON BANI' S:  Your m c.

MEMBER HANEY: ©Oh, do | have to repeat al
t hat ?

MEMBER BURKE: Verbatim

VEVMBER HANEY: So can we make a |list of active
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mning clains that BLMis in process on across the

desert ?

CHAlI RPERSON BANI' S:  Yes.

MR. SYMONS: Just so that | can hel p understand

your question, are you referring to active nning,
because, as | said, all 5700 of those are, for |lack of a
better term active. | nean, they can go out there. O
are you tal king about ones where we're processing a

notice or plan of operation or sonething |like that?

VEMBER HANEY: The latter. And | know how to

use the LR2000, you know, to see what are in different

ar eas. But these ones that are active, Perdito and

Keyst one and the other ones that you' ve descri bed

desert-wide to have a list that was easier to navigate

than the LR2000. |s that sonething that BLM coul d put

t oget her and hel p people access informati on on easier?

MR. SYMONS: Certainly possible. | nean, Beth,

that would be -- | don't want to commt the other field

managers and get nyself in trouble.

DI STRI CT MANAGER RANSEL: So at what points

woul d we be dissem nating such a list? It seens |like a

good idea. | guess | would be a little concerned about

being able to maintain it so you have accurate,

up-to-date information. O are you thinking that's

sonething you'd |like as part of the DAC neeting or --

Page 175

Personal Court Reporters, A Veritext Company
818-988-1900




A WD

ol

10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24
25

mean - -

MEMBER HANEY: The way | thought of it before
the nmeeting was in the sane way that BLM at the district
| evel maintained and still maintains a |ist of active
renewabl e energy applications that are in process that
was posted on the BLM website and searchabl e online that
anybody coul d find.

DI STRI CT MANAGER RANSEL: We can certainly | ook
at that and figure out how we would be able to do
sonmething like that. W could have sone conversations
about that.

MEMBER HANEY: | know it's a |ot of
information, but that's the point, is that it's a | ot of
information, so it's hard for people to really get their
hands around everything that's com ng and goi ng on plan
of operations that are being processed. So that's one
poi nt .

Point two is that what | see consistently in
t hese projects are a couple of thenmes that energe. One
is environnental ly concerns about water, groundwater and
t he supply of water for mning operation. Keystone is
an exanple. The Keystone operation is considering using
Sour dough Springs for m ning operations, and
Sour dough Springs, the flowrate there is not well

established. And the range of water use for the project
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coul d consune the entire discharge fromthe spring.

You know, coming at it environnmentally, | think
we would like to see an alternative that calls for
delivery only and | eaves Sourdough Spring alone. O |
think the EA was approved in 1988, and so it's -- how
many? -- 20 years old now, and it's an anendnent to that
1988 EA; is that right?

MR. SYMONS: [It's not an anendnent to the EA
It's an anmendnent to plan of operation.

MEMBER HANEY: But from 1988?

MR. SYMONS: Yes, | think that was last. And
they've had three or four different ones that are
Keystone. But | believe, '88, because | think they
st opped operations for the nost part in the early '90s.

MEMBER HANEY: Yeah. So | just think that
that's suspect. [It's 20 years old, and it should be
updat ed and doesn't sufficiently address water use out
of Sourdough Spring, especially -- it's a joint BLM and
Nati onal Parks Service EA, so | think we're concerned
about water use fromthe environmental side and the
i npact on the seeps and springs in the area, whether
it's Keystone or whether it's Congl onerate Mesa. That
was brought up in Conglonerate Mesa as well, so | just
want to voice that concern in general

It also is true of the OMYA | and sal e. There's
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wat er resources there on the property that could have
been catal ogued in the EA, but then again, as Al pointed
out, it's just a loss of those resources for wldlife.

So those were the couple of major comments |
have on water use and trying to help the general public
get our arns around all of the m ning plan of operations
that are com ng and going across the desert right now.
Thank you.

CHAI RPERSON BANI'S: Back to the list, aren't
t hose actions and proposed actions in the database, the
BLM dat abase of the E-Planning? Wuld there be a way to
query the E-Planning tool with a category or to be able
to pull up those? Just wondering. That m ght be an
opti on.

MR. SYMONS: |I'mnot fam liar enough with
gqueries for E-Planning. And the other question would be
sone of these actions, depending on where they're at,
won't necessarily be in E-Planning yet because they're
not at that stage yet. W're still trying to figure
out, like, for instance when | tal ked about EM, that we
need to figure out, is it comon or is it uncommon
before we can even go down to how we're going to address
it NEPA-w se and the decisions that we have.

So it all depends on how early and how nmuch of

a conprehensive list we're looking at it. If we're
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| ooking at a putting it on the list when it goes to

E- Pl anni ng or whether or not we'll get applications or
requests in for mning and that's sonethi ng we worked
on, is howthe |ist would be devel oped, and how often.

But sone requests actually conme in, and they
m ght be done if you get a notice. W have a very short
wi ndow. We can either object or not. And, you know, it
comes in on the first, if it's the notice is not an
i ssue or anything, then it will already be done and they
m ght be starting by the end of the nonth.

CHAI RPERSON BANI' S: Check the E-Pl anni ng t ool
to see. They've got a lot of pull-down nenus and stuff.

Paul , thank you for waiting.

MEMBER MARTIN:  Yeah. No problem

MS. SYMONS: Randy?

MEMBER MARTIN:  Sorry.

CHAI RPERSON BANI'S: |I'm sorry, Paul. Katrina
was going to follow up on sonething | said.

MS. SYMONS: So Carrie is Ridgecrest
environnental planner, and she stated that, yes, indeed
on E-Planning you can pull it down for m ning.

M5. WOODS: You can pull it down for a couple
of different specifics, including |location, field
office, mning. It has a couple of different resources

that you could pull for, dates, EAs, EISs.
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CHAI RPERSON BANI S:  Thanks.

|"msorry, Paul. Back with you now.

MEMBER MARTIN:  Yeah. And in addition the
Departnment of Conservation O fice of Mne Reclanmation
has a CAI D nunber for every active mine within
California. So along with the BLM website, you can al so
| ocate all active mning operations in the State of
California through the DOCOVR

CHAI RPERSON BANI'S: One nore tine. DO --

MEMBER MARTI N:  Departnent of Conservation
O fice of Mne Reclamation. They have a |ist of each
active mning operation, and each one of these m ning
operati ons has a CAI D nunber.

CHAI RPERSON BANI'S: |'ve seen those. That's
where it is. OCkay. That's neat.

Coments? How about public coment now? Good.
Thank you, Carl. Thank you, Katrina. W nmy have sonme
nore questions fromthe public. | have cards from Li nda
Castro, Sam Merk, Ed Wal dheim and nore to cone.

So first three, Linda, Sam and Ed.

MS. CASTRO  Yeah. | would just like to also
ask for sone sort of spreadsheet or sonething on the
active mning claims. | think it's easier for the
public to have sonmething to easily refer to rather than

trying to go on E-Planning and trying to figure out how
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to navigate through all of that.

As Frazier said, we used to get quarterly
spreadsheets on the projects. It's not sonething that
we woul d expect to be updated on a daily basis or
whatever. | think that would be or quarterly or however
t hose could come out would be hel pful for a |arger
publ i c understandi ng of what's going on.

| had a question. | didn't quite get the
| ocati on of the southwest pum ce mne that involves the
NCL | and and the Mohave G ound Squirrel ACEC

MR. SYMONS: As you're going up 395, it's right
there in the Rose Valley. [It's just north of Coso.

MS. CASTRO Okay. Got it thank you.

Then the last thing | just wanted to say
regardi ng the OWA sale, that sale would set a horribly
bad precedent. BLM would be sending a nessage to al
m ni ng conpani es, basically all devel opers for that
matter, "Dunp your trash. Dunp your overburden. Dunp
your toxic waste. Do whatever you want to destroy
adj acent BLM | ands. And instead of punishing you, we're
going to reward you and sell you that |and."

No. That's really bad policy and really bad
precedent. Thanks.

CHAI RPERSON BANI'S: Next up is Sam followed by

Ed and Ni chol as.
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MS. MERK: In regards to the OWA | and sal e,
there's two schools of thought. Sure, we can sell it
outright, and then sonebody else is going to inherit the
waste, or we can take care of the waste now. There's
review processes that has existed in the past for al
EAs that has not been for the last, oh, I'd say naybe 16
years that has not been followed. And I think it's tinme
maybe we ought to follow sone of the review processes.

Every m ning claimthat has an EA goes through
a process. Sonetinmes there are new factors that happen.
For instance the spring will dry up. Sonetinmes a spring
wll start. You know, nature is different. Sonetines,
because of wildlife, things happen. So again it needs
to be back to review processes.

So | amlooking forward to | ooking at the
newest endeavor and evaluating it on my own and sending
my comments, as | should as a responsible person.

One of the things that | found interesting is
this new -- well, the new way of l[ooking for |ithium
and it's hilarious because Searles Valley at one tine
processed 14 short tons of lithiuma year. But it was
in an ol d nephol ogy that they used to do that.

So, like | said, we have to reviewit with
today's standards. We can't forget the past. W need

to evaluate each EA. And | want to thank Carl, and I

Page 182

Personal Court Reporters, A Veritext Company
818-988-1900




A WD

ol

10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24
25

al so want to thank Katrina for doing a good job.

CHAI RPERSON BANI'S:  Thank you, Sam

Next up, Ed Wal dheim foll owed by N chol as,
foll owed by Mark.

MR. WALDHEIM  Ed WAl dheim Friends of Jawbone.

Access to the Public Lands. Just |ike we have
the renewabl e resources for the solar, we nake it very
clear that, if there's a trail going through an area, we
want to make sure it doesn't shut off our access to and
fromthe areas in the BLM Have we checked all of these
m ning clainms that they don't inpact the public from
going from Point "A" to Point "B," or have they done a
reroute on it? | just want to nake sure that they've
covered those access issues.

CHAI RPERSON BANI' S:  Thanks, Ed.

Ni chol as, then Mark Al gazy and Ron Schiller.

MR. RAJEN. So as a public coment and a
coment of mne, just a personal coment, | was
wondering if there's any public health sort of
assessnent that's been nade, because if you think about
t he m ning processes that have occurred, |like on
Publ i c Lands but al so especially reservation |ands, a
ot of the tinme these communities that |live out in these
areas are negl ected and people end up breathing really

poi sonous gases. They end up being inpacted by toxic
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materials, and it ends up inpacting the water in the
area. | was just wondering how nmuch of assessnent has
been made not only for the area but also regions that
may be outside of the purview of a standard assessnent.

Yeah, fromthe Native American Land Conservancy
point, it's also prevalent to nmention that sacred trails
and sacred sites are not always identified just by the
materials that are found there. They're also identified
by songs and by other cultural aspects to a certain

peopl e, like, whoever they may be. So inpacting that

site through, like, a mning operation doesn't take that
into account. So | just wanted to make that comment.
Thank you.

CHAI RPERSON BANI' S: Thanks agai n, Nichol as.

Mark, followed Byron, followed by Jora

MR, ALGAZY: |I'mextrenely happy to say that
all of ny questions and concerns were already addressed
by the very insightful questions and comments of the
DAC. Thank you.

CHAI RPERSON BANI S: Hi, Ron. You good?

MR. SCHI LLER: Pass on this one. |'ll get you
next tine.

CHAI RPERSON BANI' S:  Thanks, Ron.

Hi, Jora. You re up next, followed by

Dave Matthews, Ruth Hidalgo then Sam So, Jora, Dave,

Page 184

Personal Court Reporters, A Veritext Company
818-988-1900




A WD

ol

10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24
25

Rut h, and Sam

M5. FOGG Hi again. I'mnot last this tine.
| always feel like | get nmy card in |ast.

So | just wanted to reiterate Frazier's
comrents about the public and/or the DAC getting a
spreadsheet or |ist of proposed actions for the
Desert District or, you know, perhaps by field office if
we have to. | realize that would be a | ot of
coordi nati on between the Desert District and the field
of fices.

And to clarify that it's not so nmuch the active
projects that planning would show. | think sonme of us
are able to use E-Planning sufficiently, but it's the
projects down the pipeline and things com ng and pendi ng
that the field offices are working on. So just a
clarification there. Quarterly is common. That's what
the Forest Service does, | know.

Regar di ng Keystone, | would also like to
el aborate on Frazier's coment a little bit. The
Keyst one M ne was | ast operational prior to the 1994
Desert Protection Act, which incorporated Death Valley
Nati onal Park into the Sourdough Springs. So just of
that | and use change, this project does require a ful
envi ronnent al anal ysi s.

And we have not seen as nuch information as we
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woul d need to understand that project, such as what
underground m ning would nean in that area now. And I'd
also like to clarify that the park has not issued a
finding of no significant inpact yet. W're still
waiting to see that.

There does seemto be a resurgence of nining
interests in the desert. Black Swan Advisors that have
purchased Keystone are publicly advertising wanting to
purchase cl osed m nes across the desert. So this is
sonmet hi ng that the conservation community is pretty
concerned about at this point.

"1l just wap up with the Perdito project.

For those that don't know, Perdito is a |ocation that
has car line (phonetic) gold, which is a very |ow grade
ore that requires cyanide to process, so we'd be | ooking
at an open pit cyanide heap |leach mne in this place,

whi ch -- ©Montana banned cyanide. | don't think there's
an active one in California right now. But we need to
think ahead. It's not just an exploration, but what is
t hat exploration going to |lead to?

You want to tal k about access. M nes do close
access. It's large areas, and they al so deplete the
recreational experience. W' re talking about big trucks
haul i ng water, hauling materials, creating dust.

["mup on my tinme. Anyway, | could talk a |ot
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about Conglonerate Mesa. |It's a special place to ne.
So happy to talk to anyone at the break.

CHAI RPERSON BANI' S:  Thank you, Jora.

Dave Matthews, Ruth Hi dal go, Sam Merk

MR. MATTHEWS: Good afternoon, |adies and
gent | enen.

CHAI RPERSON BANI S: Hi, Dave.

MR. MATTHEWS: Merry Christmas, and happy
season's greetings to everyone.

In light of the season, you m ght consider nme a
ghost from DAC neetings past, when | used to be able to
ride across a desert naked on the hood of ny Jeep and so
on and so forth.

CHAI RPERSON BANI' S: That was funny. Long
story. A good story but a long story. 1'll bring them
up to date on that.

MR. MATTHEWS: Ckay. Thank you.

But what | would like to do for this afternoon
is really howinportant mning is to everybody, not just
those that are miners, not just those that are on the
BLM or inpacted by the actual operations of mning but
in everyday use.

And | would like first of all to just point out
sonething else. Let's talk about the difference between

weal th and ri ches. There is a difference. A |lot of
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peopl e kind of forget about it. But wealth nmeans that
you have the resources that you need to exist. And |
don't have a lot of noney com ng in, but | consider
mysel f kind of a wealthy man because | have a piece of
property that | can live on and enjoy the rest of ny
days, however short or |ong they may be.

Wth that in mnd, the wealth that this country
has is involved in the resources that it has. And a |ot
of those are in the mnes, but sone of it is also in the
agricultural and the food industry. So just because
there's a mne out there doesn't nean that it's bad.

And | want you to sonetinme when you get up in
the nmorning, just think about what you're using, the
products you're using, your toothpaste in the norning
when you brush your teeth, that has mning products in
it.

There's other things that we nmine for out here,
li ke gold and silver. A lot of people think of that as
a stable -- as an investnent. But it's nore than that.
Gold is used in a lot of things, including electronics,
your cell phones probably that you're carrying around,
and sone of the products in your vehicles.

Tungsten. Tungsten is very inportant. | think
that's nore a hard rock mning than it is some of the

m ni ng we have around here, but |I'mnot that close to
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it. Anyways, ny general point is that, as you go
t hrough your day, just think about the products you're
usi ng, your |aundry detergent, your hand soaps. All of
t hose things have products from m nes somewhere. So
don't just be negative about the mnes. Think of them
as part of the wealth of this country.

| grew up in Western Pennsylvania, where there
was a lot of coal mnes. That was ny first introduction
to mnes. And a lot of people don't realize that coa
is part of what produces steel. And we had steel m nes
back there -- or steel mlls. And if we did not have
t hose two itenms, do you think we would have won
Wrld Wwar 117

A lot of people don't realize what World War |
was because we're losing a |lot of that G eatest
Generation, but | lived through it, and | renmenber what
happened and how things went. And coal at that tinme was
very inportant, and it still is. But anyway, we don't
have coal out here, but | just wanted to point that out.
Anyway, that's enough for now. Thank you.

CHAI RPERSON BANI S:  Thanks, Dave.

Okay. Y all want to know, don't you? Okay.
About four years ago, five years ago the Desert Advisory
Council received presentation on proposed special rules

for OHV areas in devel oped public canpgrounds, including
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some speed control, no nudity in the devel oped
canpsites, and shooting restrictions. And | renmenber
Dave canme up and said, "You nean | can't ride on the
hood of my Jeep through the OHV area naked shooting ny
gun anynore? What's this world com ng to?"

MR. MATTHEWS: Even driven by ny naked
girlfriend.

MR. WALDHEI M  That also's a true story. | was
t here.

CHAI RPERSON BANI'S: True story. Thank you.

Rut h and Sam

MS. HI DALGO Hi. Ruth Hidalgo, recreational
rockhound.

| appreciate the diverse coments that |'ve
heard with respect to mning here. It gives ne a |ot of
perspective and opens my mnd to other concerns with
respect to mning on our Public Lands. Wth respect to
having mning claimdata nore readily available, | would
caution with respect to small clains, snal
recreational -- not recreational clainms but small mners
on the comercial side, | understand those that go
through a I ot nore on the environnental issues, but with
respect to the small clainms people, they don't have a
way to protect their clains fromother people com ng out

just doing whatever, whether it be sonebody with a small
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claimfor genms or mnerals or sonmething that they do
nore as a recreational activity or a small side
busi ness.

Rockhounds have been finding old docunments
forever, trying to find out where we can collect rocks
to nake sure we're not claimjunping. It takes
research; it does. But for the small claimowners, |
woul d caution in that regard.

Wth respect to OMWA, I'mnot qualified as to
many of the others and not famliar with them
OMYA M ne has hosted several recreationa
rock-collecting trips to recreational rockhounds and gem
and m neral clubs. They m ne a pharnaceutical - grade
material that is found there. |It's not found anywhere
else. | think that's pretty significant. Boron also
hosts gem and m neral clubs. The Gol den Cl ai m has
hosted us. They cone out and do presentations.

M ni ng does not necessarily -- it creates a
recreational opportunity for rockhounds. It gives us a
pl ace where we can go and collect mnerals and | earn
about them and | earn about the geology. So | just
wanted to share that perspective with you. Thank you

CHAI RPERSON BANI' S: Thanks, Ruth.

Sanf

M5. MERK: 1'mgoing to pass this time around.
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CHAI RPERSON BANI'S:  Very good. Thank you, Sam

That concl udes our public comment and our
di scussion of the mning projects. Are there any
further comments by the DAC? Any actions or things you
would |ike to take? Good?

MEMBER BURKE: Mbving right al ong.

CHAI RPERSON BANI'S: We're good. Thank you.

Next itemthat we have is to discuss the |Inperial Sand
Dunes Recreation Area Subgroup and the need for a

Desert Advi sory Council representative to that subgroup.
Just briefly recall that our practice is to ensure that
we have a Desert Advisory Council nmenber as part of each
subgroup in order to provide the nexus to the DAC as
requi red by Federal Advisory Committee Act.

At the Inperial Sand Dunes Recreation Area down
near the border of Arizona and the international border,
we haven't had a DAC nenber -- a seated DAC nenber from
that region in a while. W' ve been unsuccessful in
havi ng a vol unt eer.

So given ny role as responsibility of a

recreation representative, |I'lIl do this interimjob
until -- | would Iike to see what the new
appoi ntnments -- perhaps the new appoi ntnents that nmay

cone out in the future may yield us a representative

fromthat geographic area that could take over for us.
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But if you'll have ne, I'mwlling to attend
the meetings for a bit. O course it's alittle |less of
a burden than sonetines it used to be, because we used

to be able to call neetings nore frequently and nore

qui ckly and so forth. But this time there will have to
be Federal Register notice, and I'll have a | ot of
notice in advance, and I'Il be able to pull it off. So
|"mvolunteering if you'll let ne.

No obj ecti ons?

MEMBER M TCHELL: No objections. You've got

CHAI RPERSON BANI'S:  AlIl right. W solved that
problem W kicked that can down the road.

DI STRI CT MANAGER RANSEL: Tom t hanks you.

CHAl RPERSON BANI'S: O course, Tom M
pl easure.

Looks like we're a little bit early on our
break. Wuld the DAC Iike to continue noving until 3:30
and take its break? Very well. That's what we're going
to do, folks.

The next item on the agenda is DAC subgroup
reports. Well, that's going to be easy.

MEMBER BURKE: There's been no neetings.

CHAl RPERSON BANI'S: Exactly. There is

something I would like to point out. The second page of
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t he agenda at the bottom has a list of our subgroups.
That's sonmething now -- or close to it. That's really
cool. Thank you. This was awesone. | turn the page,
and there they are. Those are our groups. This is what
we' ve acted on.

However the only groups that have been able to
actually nmeet that are fully constituted and neeting was
t he Dunont Dunes Subgroup. The Dunont Dunes Subgroup
met twice this year. We nmet once in the spring and then
again in the fall. Both neetings were at the field
office. We had hoped to have one neeting at the dunes
and another at the field office, but sonetines | guess
the conplexities of noving a notice through the process
that the notice was published as having both neetings at
the field office, and so that's what we did and didn't
have terribly good turnouts.

We used to have a little better turnout of
non- DAC menber public participants. But we still were
able to achieve a quorum from our subgroup. W heard
pl ans regarding a change in the status of the
Dunont Dunes Road. And can you brief us again on that
just briefly, because | thought that was pretty exciting
and probably one of the bigger devel opnents that we
t al ked about .

Sorry, Katrina. | appreciate that, though
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You'll have nore of the details than |

MS. SYMONS: So, gosh. Probably April, WMy,
June of 2018 I met with Washington office personnel and
sone other California personnel for BLMin order to
devel op a proposal for federal highway dollars in order
to pave the access road into Dunont Dunes. The proposal
woul d not only include the paving up until the
Amar gosa crossing. There would be the expansion from
concrete pad within the Amargosa drai nage itself and
then wind up putting another |lift of rock there at the
fee site and then going on up into the command post
ar ea.

The initial thought is that it would very
likely take about five years to go through the process,
so the proposal was subnmitted in fiscal year '18. Maybe
by 2022 we m ght be able to hear whether or not that
proposal has been funded. The cost estinmate is over
$2 million. And that's today's cost. And you just need
to think about that being inflated for 2022. Okay?

CHAI RPERSON BANI' S: Thank you. It's been a
chall enge for us. Ed and | have struggled in hoping to
get OHV funding noney to assist with the nmaintenance of
the road, but because it's street |egal only, the
OHV Division is unable to fund it through the grant

program It's been a challenge. This is the way to get
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t hrough that. The access road is |ong and very, very
wel | used, and the visitors really are | ooking for help
on their equipnent and their notorhonmes and their
trailers with a well-maintained road to be able to get
in and out of the dunes. So this will help with that.

Aside fromthat, again we have an Inperial Sand
Dunes Recreation Area Subgroup that will be reconveni ng.
The Dunont Dunes group will be reconvening if the BLM
can put in some register notices and suggest sone dates
for us.

The SRP Subgroup has had a Call for Nom nations
put out. We've lost the interest of sonme of the
previ ous appoi ntees, and we want to fill that and get
that group running forward because there's a pil ot
program goi ng forward to assi st Special Recreation
Permttees to engage -- potentially engage independent
third-party nonitors to assist themin controlling
costs, recovery costs, so that's a good topic for that
group to junp into.

Connecting People to the Desert hasn't nmet for
a bit. I'"'mnot sure where that will roll to. Lastly
the Mojave Trails National Monunment. | think the
subgroup is probably definitely the one that's cl osest
on the edge of the shelf that will need to be brought

down and di scussed and tal ked about when the planning
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processes start form ng and noving forward.

Any other coments? That's all | have for you
fromwhat | know and understand on the subgroups.

MEMBER HANEY: Yeah. |'mgoing to beat the
dead horse, Randy, and just say | think it would be
appropriate to convene that Mjave Trails Subgroup
before the formal planning process starts. | don't see
any reason why we can't do that.

And | think it would serve as a forumfor
people to identify issues they want to see addressed in
t he monunment and have a di al ogue about how we ni ght take
care of the nonunent when the planning process does
start. | think we've got a ot of intelligence in the
group there and a |ot of people to engage, so |I'd
li ke --

CHAI RPERSON BANI'S: There's al so an option that
we could do that. W could do that under an agenda
item

MEMBER HANEY: |s that sonething we could take
up at the nonment?

CHAI RPERSON BANI'S: | would |l oathe to take up
at the nonment that is not noticed for the public and
t hat fol ks woul dn't have the opportunity. But where do
we want to roll with that?

MEMBER HANEY: Just that we as a group could
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vote to say, yes, we should neet as a subgroup. Even
ahead of the formal planning process, we shoul d
i ncorporate that group or advise BLMto incorporate the
group and notice a public neeting and get it underway.

CHAI RPERSON BANI'S: Wi ch one are we talking
about us conveni ng?

MEMBER HANEY: Moj ave.

CHAI RPERSON BANI'S: To pull the whol e subgroup
t oget her ?

MEMBER HANEY:  Yes.

CHAI RPERSON BANI S: Do I have a notion?

MEMBER HANEY: | woul d nove.

CHAI RPERSON BANI' S: Second?

MEMBER LONG |'Ill second

CHAI RPERSON BANI'S: W have a notion. W have
a second. Further discussion on the notion? Good.

| don't have -- | don't see the capacity for us
to do it, but I'"mjust speaking because nobody else is
commenting. But if there are any other opinions. But I
don't see the capacity here.

Before we take the vote, we need to have public
comment on this agenda item So let's continue. W
have that notion. W have that second. W've had
di scussion. Are there other discussions with regard to

subgroups so that we can finish our conversation on
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subgroups, open it up for public coment, and then we
can conme back and resune and take action should we
deci de to?

Very good. No other comments. 1'mgoing to
open up the public coment on the issue of the subgroups
and -- on the issue of subgroup reports. And | have
cards from Linda, Ed, Ron, and Sam Linda, you're
first.

M5. CASTRO. Good thing | put in a card for
every single topic.

"Il just reiterate what | said earlier very
qui ckly. | would hope that you can convene the Mjave
Trails Subgroup sooner rather than later. |It's going to
take a while to get it going, have discussions started.
And | don't see any reason why we couldn't do that
before the planning process starts so we'll be ready
when the planning starts.

CHAI RPERSON BANI'S: Ed, foll owed Byron.

MR. WALDHEI M  Ed WAl dheim Friends of Jawbone.

On the areas that you want to set up subgroups
| woul d suggest that those interested parties start
formng a friends group inside of those areas that you
want. \What that does is, it starts working up a
constituency so that you could start working with them

Fri ends of Jawbone has been neeting for 25
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years. Friends of EIl Mrage has been also 25 years. W
just started neeting because we had an interest. BLM
cane in afterwards. But we started going, and so |
woul d suggest that those people who are worried about
the plans, worried about when is's happening with the
nmonunment s, get yourselves a friends group. Yes, | know
Ruth says it's way far away, but you can get it going.

Durmont Dunes Road, the special interest | have
in doing that, the two water trucks that friends of
El Mrage is leasing or renting for a very nom nal fee,
| would |ike to get them back because we now have to
rent the water truck ourselves in El Mrage because our
two trucks are busy in Dunont Dunes. Also it will save
an awful lot of time on these vehicles traveling to get
wat er .

Amargosa River, it went dry |ast sumer, so
they had to travel all the way to the other comunities
to be able to get water. So the sooner we can get that
paved, the better off we'll be. It will be very good.
Thank you.

CHAI RPERSON BANI'S:  Ron Schiller, followed by
Sam and then Mark.

MR. SCHI LLER: | just have a question, not a
comment. What is a Connecting People to the Desert

Subgroup about? What's the scope of that? |'mjust

Page 200

Personal Court Reporters, A Veritext Company
818-988-1900




A WD

ol

10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24
25

curious.

CHAI RPERSON BANI'S: The Connecting People to
the -- do you want to talk about it? |It's your
subgr oup.

MEMBER BURKE: You go ahead.

CHAI RPERSON BANI'S: It's your subgroup. You
can define it.

MEMBER BURKE: |t was supposed to be like an
educati onal -type subgroup that was getting people
connected to cone to the desert. Jane Brockhurst was
doing part of it through the Desert Discovery Center out
of Barstow, but everything fell by the wayside when the
governnent stopped everything there for a while. So to
answer your question, it's a subgroup that doesn't do
anything right at the nonent.

MR. SCHI LLER: ©Oh, okay. Well, that's kind of
interesting. | guess |I'mconnected to sone of the

desert since 1957.

The other thing is, | see Mjave Trails
Nati onal Monunent to be determned. 1'd just say |I'd
like to throw ny nanme in the hat for that. So pl ease

consi der me when you pick your nmenbers for that. Thank
you.
CHAI RPERSON BANI' S: Thank you, Ron.

Sam and t hen Mark.
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MS. MERK: |'mdeferring to Mark Al gazy.

CHAI RPERSON BANI'S:  Thank you, Sam

Mar k, you're up

MR. ALGAZY: | share Randy's concern about this
being a potential false start with the Myjave Nati onal
Monunent Subgroup. We experienced a big probl em when we
were working on the route network subgroup project in
terns of trying to get out the gate and trying to engage
the public and letting the public becone involved. And
the public was raring like a racehorse to submt the
information to the governnent.

But we found out that, once we were actually
gi ven marchi ng orders, or once we sat down at as a
subgroup and worked out what we could do, that a |ot of
that information didn't line up with the paranmeters that
we were choosing to nove everything forward with. And
so then things had to be coll ected again, and they had
to be formatted, and it only increased the public's
frustration with the process. They're |ike, "How many
times do we have to submt this?"

And we tell them "Wen we took it before, we
didn't have the right formatting. Can you pl ease just
do it again?" And that nakes the process nore
frustrating, and that was our experience in the route

net wor kK subgroup project, and that's why | share Randy's
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concerns about a false start and just ending up
frustrating the public in the long run.

CHAI RPERSON BANI'S: That's the last of our
public comments. That's the end of the public conments
on the subgroups.

We're back to the issue of requesting the BLM
to begin the process to establish the subgroup. Just a
| ast comment |'m going to make to the recreation
ent husi asts here and the rockhounds. [|'mgoing to
clarify ny statenent and put nore on the table here.

["mup to my ears in WEMO for route designation
for my recreation counterparts. And we have still quite

a ways to go. And this next WEMO process is going to be

even nore difficult for nme to -- the hundreds of hours
of analysis that | have to do on ny own tinme, and |I'm
not being paid by special interest groups here. | don't

bel ong to any group -- okay? -- anything paying nme. |
have to do this stuff on nmy own, and I'm going to have
to do this for VEMO

I amin no hurry to see rockhounds | ose their
collecting abilities in the national nmonunent. | amin
no hurry to see Green Sticker vehicles kicked out of the
monunment. | amin no hurry to see roads and trails
closed in the monunment. [|'msorry. I'mjust in no

hurry to junp there right now.
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And | don't have that capacity. And

t sounds

selfish that 1"mthe representative of the recreation

comunity, and | have to -- | have to represent
very best that I can. And so that's just flat-

|"'mgoing. | want to participate in managenment

them t he

out where

processes, and | want to have all of the participation

that we can, but it's going to be hard for ne t

0]

continue to spread nyself and do the job that needs to

be done.

That said, any further comment, and I’

[l be

nore than happy to take a call for the question. Thank

you all for indulging. | appreciate that. |'msorry.

Public coment is closed. | can't. So | appreciate it.

Al those in favor of asking the BLMt

0 begin

the process of starting up a subgroup, please raise

t hei r hand.
(A vote was taken.)

CHAI RPERSON BANI S: We have one, two,

t hr ee,

four, five and six in favor. Those opposed, raise their

hand. W have one, two against. Do we have
abstenti ons?

Moti on passes, six to two. Thank you.

Thank

you, everybody, for working through this discussion.

Next item on the agenda we have --

VR. MATTHEWS: Can we take a break?
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CHAI RPERSON BANI'S: You want to keep rolling or

take a break? We're rolling. W're rolling until 3:30.

Thank you, all.

The next itemon the agenda is counci

coment s

and questions on the field office reports, one of our

favorite parts of the agenda. Everybody got the field

office reports well in advance, got to | ook at the

circles and arrows in all the pictures. Hopeful

ly you

read them too, and you' ve got a |list of questions.

How woul d you |ike to proceed? Should

we go

field office by field office or DAC nenmber by DAC

memnmber ?

MEMBER BURKE: DAC nmenber by DAC nenber.

CHAI RPERSON BANI S: | heard DAC nenber
member. That's what we'll do then. Very well.
would like to go first?

Go ahead, Frazier. You junp right in,
gquestions you have for field office reports.

MEMBER HANEY: |1'Il go. Mne is quick,
it's just to say thank you to Tom | know that

retiring in January and you won't be with us in

by DAC
Who

any

and

you're

February. So thank you for another excellent report.

It's been a pleasure working with you.

And also to Katrina and Carl who are in the

room | appreciate the work that goes into these that
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you cone out ahead of the neeting for us to take a | ook
at. And | just want to take a nmonent to comrend you
both for your professionalismand cool under pressure.
That's all.

CHAI RPERSON BANI' S:  Any ot her comments or
guestions on the field office reports?

Bob, you got it.

MEMBER BURKE: | appreciate getting the field
reports as thorough as they were, even though they were
full of 18 nonths worth of work. Keep up the good work.
|"'m sorry Mke's not here. Sonme of ny constituents had
sonme issues in the Marble Clipper Muntains wth hikers
and hunters interacting not so nicely. But the BLM took
care of that. And thank Carl for yesterday.

CHAI RPERSON BANI' S: Next? Bob, please.

MEMBER ROBI NSON: Both Carl and Katrina's
reports were pretty thorough. And a |ot of things we've
been di scussing in going through the WEMO and t hrough
t he renewabl e energy stuff and all the neetings we've
been having and everything were all reflected really
well in the reports. And the information they gave us
t oday and yesterday were also reflected in the reports.
And I'd |li ke to thank them very nuch for that and for
bei ng so conprehensi ve.

CHAI RPERSON BANI'S:  Any other? Onh, Jim
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MEMBER KENNEY: Ckay. | want to thank Carl and
Katrina and their staffs for the work they've done on
WEMO. | also want to thank the hundreds of volunteers
who actually went out and ran routes and chose to nmake
comments on what they found on the ground, because |
know BLM coul dn't run every single route forever. Thank
you.

CHAI RPERSON BANI'S: Once, twice. All righty.

My only question is, Carl, how come your report
was so |ate?

MR. SYMONS: You've got to ask Steve that.

CHAI RPERSON BANI'S: I'm sorry. Never m nd.
Al right. Thank you, everybody.

Do we have public comments and questions on the
field office reports? Apparently | have cards from
Li nda, Ed, Ron, and Sam

Li nda?

M5. CASTRO. 1'Ill w thdraw m ne.

CHAI RPERSON BANI'S: Ed, you're up.

MR. WALDHEI M  Ed Wal dheim Friends of Jawbone,
Friends of EI M rage.

| made my comments earlier for Beth, district
manager, to have nore information about the noney that
the OHV program provides. On the reports -- | always

grade the reports, but this tine Tom set the stage on
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how to get reports done, and they all have followed
through right now So they all get a passing grade.
They all get an "A" as far as |I'mconcerned this tine.

The only thing that | have to do -- there's
always a "but." In the reports, we are not giving
credit to your partners in the reports. For exanpl e,
there's nothing in the report about EI Mrage, nothing.
There's a little bit about Jawbone, but we have done
such an incredible jobs. W did conpletely redo EP15.
Over $150, 000 was spent to redo that road. W bl ocked
the Hart property to have access between the El Pasos
and the Dove Springs area so people get off the freeway
and they go straight across.

We negotiated with Caltrans to make sure, when
t hey wi den H ghway 14, that gets done. Hundreds of
mles of trail maintenance we've done in El Paso, the
Rands and the Dove Springs, so there's a |ot of
restoration.

We have 20 full-tinme people working at Jawbone,
and ten of themare -- no -- 15 of them are working on
restoration, two full-tinme crews working on restoration.
You won't believe it. A trail that is not designated,
you will not see it anynore. It is gone, period, end of
di scussion. The only thing you see is the existing

trail. So the art of hiding the non-used trails so
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peopl e stay on the designated trails.

So there's a ot of stories we could tell, and
we'd like to make sure it gets shared in the report as
part of the agency's report, because we're there at
their welconme in the first place. Anyway, "A s" for al
the reports. Thank you.

CHAI RPERSON BANI S:  Thanks, Ed.

Comrents on Field Manager Reports.

Ron Schiller and Sam Merk.

MR. SCHI LLER: | guess | have a question.

need to cone up here and ask it.

CHAI RPERSON BANI'S: Cone on up so we can hear

MR. SCHILLER: | noticed in the field manager
report for the Ridgecrest resource area -- or field
office now, | guess we call it, for the LADW around

Hai wee there's a couple of realignnents around the
aqueduct. | just wonder, again the Lone Pine Gem and
M neral Society has access in there to several gem and
m neral collecting sites on that back side of Hai wee.
Does that affect any of those areas back up in there on
t he back side of the reservoir?

MR. SYMONS: The Cactus Flat Road wll be

realigned, but it will still be there. They're noving
it. It goes down to where the new damis going to be.
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It goes across. They'll bring it in higher.

MR. SCHI LLER: Ckay. That one spot where they
come down where you can actually access down to the
reservoir, that's not going to close?

MR. SYMONS: We're not closing off any roads
that are open at this tine.

MR. SCHI LLER: Ckay, because the DFG doesn't
seemto have any real problemw th anybody goi nhg down
there and fishing, so | just wondered if there was going
to be any problemw th that access down there.
probably shouldn't say that publicly, but I hate to see

t hat cl osed, people going down there and just | ooking

around.

CHAI RPERSON BANI' S: Thanks, Ron.

Hi, Sam Merk. Last speaker today, Sam

M5. MERK: | would like to thank Tom Zal e,
Katrina, Carl, Mke Ahrens for their wonderful reports.
But again we need report fromthe district. It should
i ncl ude noney. |t should talk about expenditures, and

we really need that.

This is a unit, the California Desert
Conservation Area. |t was mandated by -- it's |aw.
It's not a presidential executive order that's going to
change in four years to another president or a past

president. It is law. It should be dealt with as a
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unit. And | want to see a district report and a snall
letter fromthe state. W still belong to the state.
Thank you.

CHAI RPERSON BANI' S: Thank you, Sam

If there's no objections, we'll nove into the
next item on the agenda, which is discussion of the
t heme and agenda topics for the next neeting. And I'd
like to read off what | heard today and then have you
folks chime in and see what | m ssed.

| heard today a suggestion for the Desert
Tortoi se Recovery Program by John Stewart and
CGerry Hillier. | heard a suggestion for an item on
stream i ning Federal Register Notice process from
Sam Merk. Interestingly that does coincide with what we
di scussed today for how we would review Secretari al
Orders. We had a package of orders that dealt with that
exact item

We al so had a suggestion to discuss the
retiring of grazing |eases fromJulie Mtchell, a
suggestion for discussion on Secretarial O der 3362 of
the wildlife corridors, suggested by Jora Fogg. And I
suggested a presentation on the regionalization project,
or the regionalization process that would be splitting
the -- changing the agency's jurisdictional boundaries.

So what else did you hear, or what else would

Page 211

Personal Court Reporters, A Veritext Company
818-988-1900




A WD

ol

10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24
25

you like to add to that list?

M chel | e.

MEMBER LONG. |If we have the DRECP scoping
report prior to the next nmeeting, | think that would be
a good thing to put on our agenda to discuss.

CHAI RPERSON BANI' S:  Thank you.

Billy?

MEMBER M TCHELL: Yeah, and the progress on
that Crescent Peak project with Jay Moon and Chi na Lake
and al so the Needl e resource dude, from M ke, the
progress on the Section 4 permits and corrals that were
taken out on the Horse Thief Springs allotnment, if we
could. Thank you.

CHAI RPERSON BANI'S: Thank you. Everybody good
on the DAC? Very good.

Sam is there a suggestion that we m ssed?

MS. MERK: Yes. Groundwater Sustainability

Act .

CHAI RPERSON BANI'S:  All right. Thanks, Sam

Al right. So I have a handful of topics for
the BLMto help us with, and we'll work with over the
time. | don't know exactly what dates the BLMw Il be
proposi ng for our next neeting, and hopefully it wll be
a spring neeting, and we'll see how we can fill the
agenda.
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Last chance for comments, questions on that
item O herwise we're noving into -- oh, pardon ne,
yes, Billy.

MEMBER M TCHELL: Are we going to have just the
two neetings, or are there going to be three, or do we
know yet, or four, or we don't have any idea? | know
with the budget deal |ast year you were going to cut it
down to three, | think it was, and the nandate is two, |
t hought was in the bylaws. But do you know what -- |
mean, do you have any idea what this year is going to be
li ke?

DI STRI CT MANAGER RANSEL: VWhat we're planning
to be putting forward, given us kind of ranping back up
into meeting nore regularly is, I was |ooking to put
forward a draft with a Federal Register Notice for two
meeti ngs next year and see if we could get public notice
publ i shed for both neetings, if we could, probably late
spring. Then sonetine earlier fall-ish is what we were
thinking in ternms of getting us back and neeting again
on sonme sort of regular schedule.

MEMBER M TCHELL: So | guess it's up to you and
| between Barstow to coincide with the REACT.

DI STRI CT MANAGER RANSEL: ©h, that's already on
my cal endar, so | would say that is a no-go.

MEMBER M TCHELL: Set the one for next spring,

Page 213

Personal Court Reporters, A Veritext Company
818-988-1900




A W DN

ol

10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24
25

but it's the third Thursday in April. 1'll get with
you.

DI STRI CT MANAGER RANSEL: Yep.

MEMBER M TCHELL: Thank you.

CHAI RPERSON BANI'S: Very good. The last item
on the agenda is just a wap-up and summary. And today
our action itemincludes a process for us to discuss and
conment on the Executive Orders that have been placed in
our charter. Thank you. W also took action appointing
me to help with the Inperial Sand Dunes Subgroup. W
al so took action to request the BLM begin the process
for a Mojave Trails National Mnunment. So we had sone
action itens today.

We had sone advice, and we had a really great
field trip yesterday. And | think today we had pretty
much about the best public coments |I've heard pretty
much, ever. This was really, | think, the best day |'ve
heard fromthe public. This was fantastic, and |
appreciate it very nmuch, each and every one of you. W
all listen intently, and we learned a ot fromyou
today. | hope we see you again at the neetings and hope
we continue to learn from you.

Wth that said and done, may | have a notion to
adj ourn the neeting in recognition of the retirenment of

Tom Zal e and Steve Razo? Do | have a notion?
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MEMBER M TCHELL: "Il nove.
CHAI RPERSON BANI'S: Do we have a second?
MEMBER MUTH:  Second.
CHAI RPERSON BANI'S:  We have a second from Al
Those in favor, say aye. Qpposed?
(A voice vote was taken.)
CHAI RPERSON BANI'S: Meeti ng adj our ned

3:28 p.m, just in tinme for our break.

(Wher eupon, at 3:28 p.m,

t he proceedi ngs were concl uded.)

---000- - -
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Meker :

Seconder:

Mbti on:

Resul t:
MVaker :

Seconder:

Mbti on:

Resul t:
MVeker :

Seconder:

Mot i on:

Resul t:

Maker :

Seconder:

Mot i on:
Resul t:

MOTI ONS

Bur ke

Mt chell

To accept the March 20th, 2018 neeting
transcri pt

Carried

Bur ke

M tchell

Regar di ng Updated DAC Charter, to have
Group 1, 2, and 3 enphases; to group
the items; and that the DAC woul d
consi der these prioritized and

consi der them over the next two-year
period as tine is avail able; and

to have Randy Bani s garner comments
and i deas and suggestions for a
possible letter fromthe DAC about
things that the DAC would |like to see
in the next charter

Carried

Haney

Long

To forma Myjave Trails National
Monunent Subgroup before pl anni ng
process starts

Carried

M tchel |

Mut h

To adjourn the neeting
Carried
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CERTI FI CATE

|, Diane Carver Mann, CSR No. 6008, in and for
the State of California, do hereby certify:

That the foregoi ng pages were taken down by ne
i n shorthand at the tine and place stated herein and
represent a true and correct transcript of said
pr oceedi ngs.

| further certify that | amnot interested in
the event of the action.

Wtness nmy hand this 29th day of
January, 2019.

&Mu& aruton MM

Certified Shorthand
Reporter in and for the

State of California
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