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NCA BINGO
L as Cé@:&jﬂfé Observations

When you are driving or hiking in Las Cienegas National Conservation
Area, there are lots of things you may see including the
plants and animals that live here. You may see other people enjoying the area,
or the park ranger. See if you can find four in a row and win a game of
Las Cienegas National Conservation Area Bingo!
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DREFLYRRRILY;

Some of the plants and animals on Las Cienegas are pretty but you should not touch them.

While exploring the NCA, look carefully where you put your feet and hands because several
kinds of rattlesnakes live here. They like the shade in and around old buildings so look around
corners and in doorways before you enter. Rattlesnakes are a “pretty” animal but they have “bad”
venom in them. The jimson weed or sacred datura is a “pretty” plant but
has “bad” poisons in it, please look up close, but don’t touch!

Unscramble the words below to learn about
some of the plants and animals to be

careful of.
( Word Scramble )
1. tneesit 4. rscaplitlear 7. awpss
2 Eaeasnke 5. tcdeespein 8. der nast
3. ocrniops 5. ebes 9. rseadc adtuar

The jimson weed, or sacred datura, is a nocturnal plant.
That means it blooms at night. By lunchtime
the next day the flowers are curled up again to sleep.

Words you are looking for:
sacred datura,

centipedes,

nettles,

scorpion, caterpillars,
bees, rattlesnake,

wasps, red ants,



CAMPING BASICS




SKY INHABITANTS
51:‘7% et~ see G

Keep a journal and list, describe or draw things you see on Las Cienegas like
the lesser long-nosed bat, or the kangaroo rat shown on this page.
You can look them up in your books or on the internet when you get home.
















YOU ARE NOT LOST

alt Las Cc’ey@

The sky islands around the National Conservation Area make it impossible to get lost on
Las Cienegas. When you stop at the information kiosk just inside the entrance take a

good look around the horizon. To the southeast, in front of you, are the Mustang Mountains.
You don’t have to know their name to recognize them. Just notice their distinctive profile.
Take your pencil and trace the profile of each mountain.

Now, look back the way you came in and notice the Santa Rita Mountains to the west/
southwest. Pay attention to how they are different from the Mustangs.

Just for comparison, now look back to the east and notice the Whetstone
Mountains that are the sister mountains to the Mustangs. How are they

S '—‘\ different from the Mustangs?
S8
-

Remember you are not lost.You are right here. Mom, dad, the tent or car might be lost but you
are right here. Stay where you are. If you wander they cannot find you. Stay together, do not
separate if you are with a friend or pet. Find a cozy waiting place. Not a hiding place.

If you have a whistle with you, blow it three times, then wait for a while and blow it three
times again.

The U.S. Search and Rescue Task Force recommends making an emergency survival kit
(and practice using it):

A plastic storage bag with:
~_ ahigh energy snack
__a whistle to use for calling for help
_ asignal flag, made from an orange plastlc garbage bag. You can always
cut a face hole in the bag and wear it to keep dry and warm T
_ a shiny reflector for sending 51gnals '

_ in the dry climate of Arizona you also need a water bottle ﬁlled w1th water -
. 13
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Words you are searchin for:

g Bl Ki3dL L -J MA MENWH

COTTONWOOD

CATTAIL

SEDGE
DEER GRASS

OAK

SACRED DATURA
COYOTE GOURDS

SACATON
YERBA MANSA

DUCK WEED



AN I%Aw%ﬁ\}" LgTES

The animals of Las Cienegas National Con tion Area are fun to imitate.
See how good you are at moving as they do.

Lizards like to hide in rock cracks and shadows of desert plants, but if you’re lucky you may spot one
basking in a sunny spot. Male lizards do “push-ups” to show off their bellies and defend their territory.
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Can you fill in the vowels?
Lightfoot the Squirrel and TreadLightly!
remind you to always:

N

l" V'*IR sp l’IS b|y
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ANIMAL ADAPTATIONS

al Las Céé:ajt&f

Draw a line from the animal to the box that best describes
the animal’s habitat in Las Cienegas National Conservation Area.
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on the NATIO CONSERVATION LANDS
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Junior Explorer Oath

| promise to help protect Las Cienegas National Conservation Area,
pubhc lands, my community, and the Earth by being an active and
 responsible steward of the environment

s

= J1 promlse that | will not feed wild animals..
___...-'-"

| promise 56 t0 leave artifacts, and historic objects
. as | found them for everyone to enjoy. qu.. ,

mgement s partners include
ation, ( M'qurslml Partnership,
search Ranch, Arizona Trail Association
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