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BARSTOW CALI FORNI A; SATURDAY, JUNE 29, 2019
9:14 A M

ACTI NG MANAGER GRUBER: Good nprni ng, everyone.
Wel come to today's nmeeting of the Desert Advisory
Council, the DAC. We'll begin with the Pl edge of
Al l egiance. Jim would you lead us in the Pl edge of
Al | egi ance, pl ease.

(The Pl edge of Allegiance was recited.)

ACTI NG MANAGER GRUBER: Thank you, Jim

So our last neeting was in Decenber of |ast
year, and we're very happy to be neeting again today.
We've had a | ot of changes in nenbership since the | ast
time we nmet, so | just briefly wanted to summari ze the
changes that have occurred before we begin the nmeeting
and | et new nenbers introduce thensel ves.

First I would like to thank six nenbers whose
terns expired in February of this year: Randy Banis,
Bob Bur ke, Nathan Francis, Billy Mtchell, A Mith, and
Robert Robinson. Since Randy Banis had been the chair
and Bob Burke had been the vice-chair, the chair
position is currently vacant.

As of about a week ago we had five new nenbers

join the DAC. These are people who applied during the
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call for nomnations in 2017. Jim Kenney was
reappointed to the DAC. His position is switched from
public-at-large to archaeol ogy.

JimBagley used to be on the DAC. He was on
the DACin the early '90s, | believe, and so he's
rejoining the DAC in a public-at-large seat. Ed Stovin
joined the DAC. He's representing off-highway vehicle
users. Dan Taylor joined the DAC. He's representing
devel oped outdoor recreation. And Paul Whitehead joined
t he DAC, and he's representing the public-at-I|arge.

We al so have four continuing nenbers with us
today. We have Shelly Long, who represents
transportation and right-of-way interests. W have
Frazi er Haney, who represents environnmental protection.
And we have Mariana Maguire, who represents the
public-at-large. | think I my have said we have four,
but we only have three returning nmenbers, because Jim
was reappoi nt ed.

We al so have two ot her seated DAC nenbers who
are not able to join us today, Supervisor
Robert Lovi ngood of San Bernardi no County -- he is
represented today, though, by a nenmber of his staff,
Tony Mejia -- and Paul Martin, who is in a nonrenewabl e
resources seat, and he was not able to join us today

because of a fam |y energency.
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Wth all those changes that neans that there
are currently five vacancies on the DAC. W recently
closed a call for nom nations on June 14th of this year,
so we are currently in the process of review ng those
applications and maki ng recommendati ons to the Secretary
of the Interior, who makes the ultimate appoi ntments.

The menbers on the DAC are broken up into three
di fferent categories of interests: Categories 1, 2, and
3. Category 1 is representatives of organizations
associ ated with energy and m neral devel opnent, federal
grazing permt holders, the tinmber industry,
transportation and rights-of-way, off-highway vehicle
users, and commerci al and devel oped outdoor recreation.
There's currently one vacancy in Category 1.

Category 2 represents archeol ogi cal and
hi storical organi zations, dispersed recreation users,
wild horse and burro organi zati ons, and nationally or
regionally recognized environnental organizations. And
there are three vacancies currently in Category 2.

Category 3 includes representatives of state,
county, and local elected office, Indian tribes |ocated
within or adjacent to the area for which the DAC is
organi zed, academ cs enpl oyed in natural resource
managenent or natural sciences, enployees of state

agenci es responsi bl e for managenment of natural
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resources, and the public-at-large. And there's
currently one vacancy in Category 3.

Under the BLM s regul ations for operation of
the DAC at | east three council nmenbers from each of the
three categories of interest fromwhich appointnents are
made nust be present in order for the DAC to conduct
of ficial business; therefore, at today's neeting we w ||
not be able to conduct official business, but we thought
it was beneficial, since we were already planning to
have the neeting, to continue to allow for the dial ogue,
to wel cone the new nenbers, and to hear fromthe public
and any interests that we may want to di scuss today.

In addition to conducting official business,
t he DAC makes recommendati ons -- can nake
recommendations to the BLM and the sanme requirenent
stands for making formal recommendations is that three
members from each category nust vote in the affirmative
for a recommendation to be made. And so given the fact
t hat we only have eight nenbers today -- we would need
nine and in the right categories -- the DAC won't be
able to make any official recommendations. So | just
wanted to lay that out there before we get started so
t hat everyone is aware.

In addition to the new appoi ntnents, we have

four -- the four nenbers who | introduced earlier, their
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terms will be expiring in January of 2020. So the BLM

hopes to hold another call for nom nations for the DAC

| ater this summer or early fall. That call for
nom nations will be announced with a news rel ease. | t
will be on our website, and we will al so send out

e-mails to our mailing |ist.

At this time | would ask the DAC nenbers
present if you would like to designate a chair to act as
the chair to facilitate today's neeting.

MR. WALDHEI M  Point of order. You said you're
going to introduce the new nenbers. Let them say who

they are or what they are or what they do. W didn't do

t hat .

ACTI NG MANAGER GRUBER: | was going to let the
chair recognize them If you could just pick a chair
and then 1"l --

MR. WALDHEI M  Gotcha. Sorry.
ACTI NG MANAGER GRUBER: -- 1'Il just observe.
Woul d anyone like to nom nate sonmeone or
nom nate thensel ves to serve as the chair for today?
MEMBER BAGLEY: | want to just suggest, we
don't have a full quorum We could do a tenporary
chair.
ACTI NG MANAGER GRUBER: Acting chair for today

to facilitate today's neeting.
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MEMBER BAGLEY: | know we have existing
menmbers. | would nom nate Janes Kenney to be the chair.

MEMBER KENNEY: | woul d rather not.

ACTI NG MANAGER GRUBER: Ji m decl i nes.

Jimis suggesting Frazier.

MEMBER HANEY: | could do it if it's just
acting for today.

ACTI NG MANAGER GRUBER: Just today, yes. You
can join me up here to nmy right.

MS. SYMONS: For point of order you've got to

put the m crophone closer to you. Turn off the mc.

Thank you, Ed.

ACTI NG CHAI R HANEY: Good norning. Ben, |I'm

going to need a little bit of help as we go al ong here

t oday.
ACTI NG MANAGER GRUBER: Us too. But all right.
ACTI NG CHAIR HANEY: So follow ng Ed's
suggestion, | suggest that we let the new nenbers that

have joined us make introductions and tell us all a
little bit about their background, if that sounds good
to everybody el se.

want to start with you, Ed.

MEMBER STOVI N:  Thank you. Can | talk with

without it? Can you guys hear ne okay?

VR. WALDHEI M No. Got to be recorded.
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MEMBER STOVIN: Use the mc? | don't have a
ot of -- is this working? | don't have a |ot of
m crophone experience. | hope | don't blast you out.

My nanme is Ed Stovin. |[|'man off-road vehicle
user, an advocate. | love riding motorcycles in the
desert. I'mthe president of the San Di ego O f - Road
Coalition. |I'"mpresident of Friends of Ocotillo Wlls.
|"'ma long tinme director of the California Of-Road
Vehi cl e Association. And for the last six years or so
| " ve been vice-chair of the DAC subgroup for the
| nperial Sand Dunes Recreation Area.

Part of my interest with the DAC is working on
Speci al Recreation Permt applications. There's been
problems with that. And the DAC was form ng a subgroup
to work on that, and that kind of fell apart. So I'd
like to see that get reinvigorated and try to sort that
out .

And by the way, SDORC puts on a poker run on
El Centro BLMland. And | got a |look at the permt
application, which is kind of extensive, and | thought,
Ch, man, they're really, you know, turning the screws on
us with all these different things to work on. But as
you go through it and you |l ook at all the stuff they
want you to do, they want you to have energency plan,

t hey want you to run a nunber of restroons, et cetera.
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It turns out that if you follow the permt, you put on a
great event and you cover different aspects that you
never woul d have thought of until you have the event and
sonet hi ng goes wong in that aspect. So despite the
application being a pain in the butt, it really hel ps us
put on a better event, so we thank the BLM for hel ping
us with that.

|"'malso interested in the Myjave Trails
National Mnunment. |'mworried that routes will be
closed that are the good routes. |'ve ridden the
Moj ave Trails -- the Mojave Trail, which is a great
route, but it's kind of beat down, has a | ot of
whoop- de-dos and rocks and has a | ot of wear on it, and
when we rode it, we found sone trails that went parallel
to it that were just delightful two-track trails with a
little bit of weeds in the mddle. And it's just
wonderful to ride on, and I would just hate to see
trails |ike that get closed when a managenent plan gets
formed, so | want to be active in the formation of that
managenent pl an.

Anyway, |I'minterested in the wild burros and
horses. | don't have any experience with it, but when |
found out that they exist and they're thriving in the
desert, | couldn't believe that until | saw them out

there. And | understand it's sort of the never-ending
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problem for the BLMthat these wonderful creatures

are -- their nunbers are expanding, and they need to be
managed. And | don't know if there is a solution, but
l'"d like to help work on that. So thank you.

ACTI NG CHAI R HANEY: That's great, and wel cone.
Wl come, Ed.

MEMBER STOVI N:  Thanks, Frazier.

ACTI NG CHAI R HANEY:  Ji n?

VMEMBER BAGLEY: Sorry about that. But good
morning. My nane is JimBagley. | ama returning DAC
menmber. | was on the Desert District Advisory Counci
in the early '90s. MW famly goes back to the

pi oneering days in the California Desert. M

grandparents were honesteaders. |'mthird generation.
| live in the desert nyself today. | nmke it by choice.
| like to recreate in the desert. |It's a lifestyle.

| have worn nmany hats over the years. | ama

former chairman of the San Bernardi no County
Transportation Comm ssion. | ama former mayor three
times for the city of Twentynine Palns. | currently
serve as the Airport Conmm ssion chairman for

San Bernardi no County. We admi nister the airports of
Needl es, Baker, Apple Valley, and the public-use
airports, including Twentyni ne Pal ns.

I"'ma conmmercial pilot. I1'malso a real estate
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broker. | also serve on the Local Agency Formation
Comm ssion for San Bernardi no County, which is nostly
the Desert District. The Local Agency Formation

Commi ssion's acronymis LAFCO. W adm ni ster specia
districts and | ocal governnent changes. If you want to
incorporate a city or create a water district in

San Bernardi no County, we adm nister that.

These agencies are all inpacted by things that
happen on the Federal Lands, so part of my interest is
the protection of the rights of |ocal governnent,
avi ation, and of course recreation in the California
Desert.

| aminterested in serving on the DAC because
inny lifetime the desert has becone nore restricted.
grew up in the 1970s before the Desert Conservation Area
even existed. It's heartbreaking to me that ny children
have never been able to go to the places | knew freely
as a young man and for three generations of ny famly.
The desert has becone increasingly restricted with every
new initiative to create Wl derness Areas and renove the
public fromthe Public Lands.

|"ma strong advocate for nultiple-use
managenent. Mning is integral to the history and
econony of San Bernardino County, as is multiple-use

recreation. |'mnot opposed to wilderness if they are
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actual W/l derness Areas and neet the criteria for

wi | derness, but when you | ock ne out of somewhere |ike
t he Sheep Hole W I derness Area, which has 50 m | es of
roads where | have canped and recreated ny whole life
and I now have to stand on the other side of a steel
barricade with fencing | ocking the public out, | am
out raged.

But I'mglad to be here and participate. |
| ook forward to having a positive dialogue with all the
different interests, and it's good to be back on the
DAC.

ACTI NG CHAI R HANEY: Thank you.

James and Dan, would you |ike to introduce
yoursel f?

MEMBER TAYLOR: My nanme is Dan Taylor, and |I'm
with the Inland Enpire Film Services. | also run the
San Bernardino County film office, various of other film
offices of cities within the Inland Enpire. | work in
cooperation with the Barstow BLM Office, hel ping them
with their filmpermts. | also assist the U S. Forest
Service, the San Bernardino National Forest with their
filmpermts.

So I"'mvery famliar with how filmng utilizes
Public Lands and the issues that come with that. And so

it's one of the reasons I'mglad to be here is to help
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t he BLM answer questions about film ng and how to be
able to open up dial ogue on what film ng does for the
communi ty and around the Public Lands.

|"malso just terned out on the Location
Managers Guild International, which is about 600
| ocati on nmanagers worl dwi de who are al so very interested
in how Public Lands are used and are avail able for
filmng. So I'mon their menbership list still, and |
represent themas well on this board because they have a
ot of interest in what's going on.

Il work a lot with colleges. 1'mon two
advi sory boards right now, one for San Bernardino Valley

Col | ege, the other one for the College of the Desert in

t he Pal m Springs canpus. | work with themwth
education and film ng, about film ng on location. | try
to teach them | try to advise the faculty on what it

really is like out there in the real world, not on
canpus, on how you really need to act and what you need
to do when you filmon Public Lands or even on private
land. So that's my main reasons for being here.
ACTI NG CHAI R HANEY: Thanks, Dan.
Paul , you want to give sonme of your background?
MEMBER WHI TEHEAD: Sure. M nane is
Paul Whitehead, and I'm a high school teacher. [|I'mfrom

Pal m Springs. And | don't have as nuch to say as the
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three in front of me, but what I"minterested in is
desert awareness and desert safety, pronotion of those
ideals in our high schools and el enmentary and m ddl e
schools. It's not out there. | don't see it, and it
woul d be a great thing to bring the desert awareness,
desert safety week, desert awareness, desert safety
nmonth so people know to stay hydrated and where to park
and things |ike that.

ACTI NG CHAI R HANEY: Okay. Well, welcone to
our new nenbers, and thanks to our previous DAC counci
menbers that are in the audience. And | know one thing
t hat Randy al ways inpressed on ne as | cane onto the DAC
is that we're really representatives for interests in
our various comunities. And so these neetings are
really about the general public and you in the general
public, and so we DAC nenmbers should be all the ears for
public and other nmenbers of our comrunity to help
communi cate those concerns to BLM

We'll nove on to nenber reports now. And we
t hought we would start with the returning nenmbers. So
we can just start over at one end of the table.

Mari ana, do you have anything you want to
report on?

MEMBER MAGUI RE: Hello. | want to start off by

t hanking, first of all, the BLM for bringing these
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meeti ngs back, bringing us all back together and
resum ng the DAC neetings and working very hard on that.
Unfortunately | had to m ss the |ast neeting, but we
hadn't had a | ot of nmeetings prior to that since |I cane
on the DAC. And so it's good to see that we're all here
t oget her again. And | know that Ben and the field
of fice managers and others at the district office, this
has been due to their hard work and their commtnment to
the public and to allowing us to have this public
process as intended. So thank you, guys. | want to
acknowl edge that and say | really appreciate that.

| also want to congratul ate the nenbers of the
DAC and others, the nenbers in the audience and all our
deci si on makers |l ocally, countyw de, and of course
nationally for passing, finally, S. 47, which is nowin
the Dingell Act. This was a decades-long effort. |
t hi nk probably everybody on this dais and nost of the
folks in the audience, if not everyone in the audience,
had sonme kind of say, sone input in that process. And
that's extrenely inportant. That's what we need. And
finally we were able to get this bill done.

So | want to thank everyone and acknow edge
al so the hard work that went in on everybody's part to
create a successful bill that was able to nove forward

and finally pass that has a | ot of bal ance, thanks to
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the different input and the varied input fromdifferent
st akehol ders.

And | want to take a nonent to especially thank
Randy Banis for all of his hard work on that as well.
He was a real |eader, a real chanpion working with lots
of different stakeholders to find that bal ance, to get
t hat bal ance and keep the bill moving forward. And of
course Representative Cook, Senator Feinstein, of
course, local city councils, county supervisors for
wei ghing in, providing their input as well.

There are a couple of issues that, again,
havi ng m ssed the | ast neeting but having heard the
readout fromthose neetings that | want to maybe
reiterate and just keep top of mnd. | understand that
the DAC resolved that it has concerns about any changes
that m ght be made to DRECP, and | just want to

reiterate that, that that would be a big concern.

And as well, the Myjave Trails National
Monunment Subgroup, | understand that the DAC resolved to
nove forward to create this subgroup -- or that BLM
moved forward to create the subgroup. | have seen calls

for nom nations, and | think it's extrenely inportant
t hat we nove forward creating that subgroup.
ACTI NG CHAI R HANEY: Thank you, Mariana, very

much.
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Ji nf?
MEMBER KENNEY: |1'd especially |ike to wel cone
the public. | think without them you guys sitting out

there, we have nothing to do, nmake no decisions. W're
comng to the end of several contentious and inportant
actions. DRECP is sort of started getting finalized to
how it's going to actually work on the ground. WEMO is
coming to a close. Oher things will happen after that.
A lot of very dedicated and hardwor ki ng peopl e on every
si de have been involved in that. And w thout the
public, none of that works. So I'mglad to be up here
representing a group and working to get sone of this
stuff done and keep the public infornmed as to what's
goi ng on. Thank you.

ACTI NG CHAI R HANEY: Thanks, Jim

Il would just flag a few things as we get
started today. | know we've got a lot to cover with the
West Mpjave Plan and S. 47 later in the day. The
West - Wde Energy Corridors has published their findings
on Region 1, and there are still sone -- for those of
you who haven't seen the West-Wde Energy Corridor's
study and their plan and approach, there's still a major
renewabl e energy corridor -- energy corridor, rather,
that follows Route 66. And so | have sone concerns

about that. | imgine many of you in the audi ence do as
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wel |, over the visual inpacts that that could cause to
the Route 66 corridor.

Thanks to the field managers for putting
t oget her your reports. | know we didn't see these
before the neeting, but | just had a chance to read
t hrough them so thanks for the work that went into
those to get us some information about what's going on
on the ground.

A couple of things that | noticed is there's,
in ny mnd, a proliferation of sone energy and m ni ng
projects. Sone are inside of places |like Riverside East
that the Palm Springs South Coast Field Ofice included
in their report. Sonme are in places |ike Hai wee, where
the geothermal plant is, and there's real concerns at
Hai wee about taking Conservation Lands or ACECs and
al l o ng renewabl e energy devel opnent on those areas.
Renewabl e energy devel opment was supposed to be barred
from Conservation Lands and ACECs, and I think if we
allowit to go forward on those protected areas in
Hai wee, in one place, we could | ook at the sane
Situation desertwide. That's a real concern.

A menmber of ny community had expressed sone
concerns after visiting Crystal Springs up north of the
Ki ngstons about the shape of the spring and the cattle

being in the spring and that place getting pretty beat

Page 21

Personal Court Reporters, A Veritext Company
818-988-1900




A W DN

ol

10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24
25

up.

And then |l ast there's been an ongoing drama in
White Water Canyon in Sand to Snow National Mnunent
about feral cattle that | know, if Doug is here, |
probably just gave hima heart attack just hearing about
the problem again. Right nowit seens |like the cattle
problemis somewhat resolved. And | appreciate the
BLM s hard work on that, and there's a |lot nore to do.
We need to get the cattle exclusion fencing project up
there finished to elimnate that problem

And |'d al so beg the agency, anything that you
can do to plead and facilitate with Riverside County to
get White Water Canyon Road open again so that the
general public has access to the canyon there, it would
be really appreciated. |[|'Il save the rest of the
comment s about the West Mjave Plan until that section
of the neeting. Thank you.

And Shel | y?

MEMBER LONG  Hey, guys, can you hear ne? All
right. So first off I wanted to say wel cone and
congratul ations to the new nmenbers and to the forner
members who are returning.

There was an issue that cane to ny attention
recently. |It's a non-agenda issue, but | thought |I'd go

ahead and bring it up since we do have the public ear
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today. So there was a significant petroglyph stolen
fromthe EIl Paso Mountains near Ridgecrest. It's called
t he Sunburst petroglyph. This is a public treasure.
It's of great scientific value, but it's also of
significance to local tribes, religious and cultural
significance, so if anyone has any information or hears
about the whereabouts of that, | have a phone nunber
here, and then you can also check the BLM website and
social media. I'mseeing it in the news a lot. So you
guys can get nore information. But if you hear
anything, | just, you know, inplore you to report that.

And then the last thing | have, the field
reports, thank you for those. | really do appreciate
it. There was a tinme when these were posted online
prior to neetings to give both DAC nenbers and menbers
of the public a chance to read through them and devel op
comments and questions before the nmeeting. And | know
it's not always easy to do. But if you guys can, you
know, work on getting those to us before the neeting,
that woul d be hel pful. And that's all | have. Thank
you.

ACTI NG CHAI R HANEY: And the new nmenbers,
anyt hi ng above and beyond what you' ve al ready nentioned
that you' d like to report out on before we nove to the

next agenda itenf
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Ed?

MEMBER STOVIN:.  When | was a young man, dirt
bi ke rider, | thought the BLM was the eneny. They were
the ones that would close the places we wanted to ride.
And | was famliar with a guy nanmed Louis MKey, the
Phant om Duck of the desert, and all the trouble that
t hey had.

When | got involved in off-road vehicle
politics, | got to know sone of the people fromthe
El Centro BLM office, and when | got on the DAC subgroup
for the dunes, | would go to the office and talk to the
people. And |I found out that those staff are wonderf ul
people, that they want to protect the |land and they want
to protect the recreation that we do and that oftentines
they are trapped inside a bureaucracy that is governed
by legislative acts which they have to follow. But they
do the best they can to give us a good off-roading
experience and to protect the resources.

So I've cone to learn a new respect for the BLM
and all the stuff you do. In ny world, in the off-road
wor |l d, people love to beat on the BLM oh, they're
hol ding us down this way or that. But it's usually not
the BLMs fault. It usually cones from soneone el se,
and they're just the stewards of the land. So |I'msorry

for all the hard knocks you guys take, and I'Il try to
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hel p out.

DRECP is sonmething that | worked on a little
bit. |It's a huge plan, and other people have done a | ot
of work. In the plan, when it first came out, they
wanted to al |l ow geot hermal devel opnent inside Ccotillo
Wells State Vehicul ar Recreation Area, an area close to
my heart. | love riding out there. And so |l wote
comments against it. | was overruled. | protested, and
| was beat down.

And then surprise, |ast year the Trunp
adm ni strati on asked the DRECP to be opened again. So |
wrote comments again asking to keep geothermal out of
Ccotillo Wells. M justification was they' re not
allowing it in the other BLM open areas. Wy should it
be allowed in Ocotillo Wells open area? | wish | would
have been part of this a little sooner, and maybe the
whol e DAC coul d have helped me with that comment. But
anyway, | don't know how that's flying right now.

And if geothermal really has a God-given right
to be there -- | hope not, but if there's any way we can
ask for that plan to not allow that to happen out there,
it would be greatly appreciated by nmany, many of the
users of Ccotillo Wells.

And by the way, Ocotillo Wells has an awful | ot

of visitation. | believe it's 800,000 visits a year
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currently. And none of those people want to see a
geothermal facility devel oped out there. Thank you.

ACTI NG CHAI R HANEY: Thanks, Ed.

Any of the other new nenbers?

MEMBER BAGLEY: |1'mgoing to echo a little bit
of what Ed said. In the 1980s when the BLM first
started inplenmenting the California Desert Conservation
Area, it was -- the BLM was the eneny for a | ot of us.
And now I |look at the BLM and |I'm thankful that they
are here. They are the |ast vestige of protection for
public access to the Public Lands.

As sonebody who's been involved with | ocal and
regi onal governnment nmy whole life, it's very inportant
that the public is involved in decisions that that the
gover nnent nmake, but we don't enpower unel ected
bureaucrats to make deci sions, who are driven by agendas

that don't have any public vetting.

So the DAC is a very inportant process. |I'm
glad to be a part of it here. | appreciate the
[imtations and frustrations of the BLM nanagers. |If

|"mecritical of things, it's not on a personal basis;
it's about the process.

But et me just start off, as a returning DAC
member, | am sonebody who lives in the public arena with

public decisions in California. W don't conduct
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meeti ngs without an open process. Those agendas have to
be published 72 hours in advance. All the material that
an el ected official has posted online is supposed to be
an open event.

So if I have a criticismof comng into the new
DAC, | understand the DAC hasn't been functioning very
well, but this is ny appeal to the BLM managers.
would like to see the material that we are going to
review get avail able to the DAC nenbers and the public
prior to being here so we can conduct a public neeting
t hat sonebody m ght expect if they were in any other
public arena in the State of California.

We operate under the Brown Act in California,
which is a state act, which we are very limted in our
ability to dial ogue behind cl osed doors. [It's about
conducting governnment with full transparency and

openness, so that's ny request in the future.

And | tell you this: It was a little
frustrating comng in. | understand the appointnents
were very quick, but, you know, | sinply got a call,

"Hey, welconme to the BLM Can you be in Barstow?" And
| had to ask to see agendas. So |I'mjust asking in the
future that we nmanage the process different for the DAC
menmbers and for the public so -- and I'I|l be happy to

gi ve you feedback as we go al ong.
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ACTI NG CHAI R HANEY: Thanks, Jim

Are any other new nenber reports? Good?

MEMBER TAYLOR: Not at this tine.

ACTI NG CHAIR HANEY: | think we're going to
nove on to the next agenda item which is public coment
on the Desert Advisory Council menber reports or other
non-agenda items. We'll start fromthe top of the deck
her e.

First off, Ruth Hidalgo. You wanted to comment
about the DAC nenber reports. So, Ruth, could you cone
on up? And | think you've got three mnutes; is that
right?

ACTI NG MANAGER GRUBER:  Yes.

ACTI NG CHAI R HANEY: Good nor ni ng.

M5. HIDALGO. Good nmorning. |Is this on? No?

M5. SYMONS: So you have two field managers
that's trying to operate technical stuff, so there are
sonme chal | enges.

MS. HI DALGO.  Thank you for doing that.

My nane is Ruth Hidalgo. 1'ma recreational
rockhound. | see a lot of new faces here. | wanted to
take a mnute to thank the Desert Advisory Counci
menbers that are not on the DAC as of this point.
CGetting involved in | and managenment was not easy for ne.

| came to a DAC neeting because the National Trails
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Monunent was declared, and | was worried about
rockhounding in the monument. It was the first tinme |
had ever attended.

MS. SYMONS: Sorry.

MS. HI DALGO:. All ready?

And | found a great resource within the DAC.
And Bob Burke, Nathan Francis, Jim Kenney, and
Randy Banis were very approachable. Al of them hel ped
us -- or hel ped nme understand various | and managenent
i ssues and how the whole thing works. I'mstill
| earning a whole I ot and have a whole lot to learn. But
w t hout those DAC nenbers, | seriously doubt | would be
here today or have ever made a public comment at all.
So | really want to thank them And Randy has spent
time in his office. He actually showed nme how to access
maps on VEMO. So | cannot express how i nportant they
have been.

And | would |ike to nmake sure that all of you
peopl e who have public-at-large, keep rockhounds in
m nd. W don't have a | ot of representation. W're not
very well organized. W don't have big sponsors to help

keep involved in public access. So we kind of count on

you.
| also want to say that |I'm very happy to see
anot her DAC neeting so soon. I|I'msorry |I mssed the
Page 29

Personal Court Reporters, A Veritext Company
818-988-1900




A W DN

ol

10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24
25

tour yesterday. | certainly would have enjoyed it. And
hopefully I want to reiterate that the agendas are
hel pful when we have themin advance. A couple of years
back when we first started | osing those agendas being
publ i shed prior to the neetings, several people spoke up
about it, and it went downhill fromthere. So hopefully
doing that won't do the same this tinme, but we would
like to see those, because for sonebody |ike ne that has
to |l ook things up and try to understand it, having it in
advance is hel pful. So, again, thank you.

ACTI NG CHAI R HANEY: Thank you, Ruth.

The next card's with John Stewart wth
Cal Four-\Wheel Drive.

MR. STEWART: Sone technical work still needs
to be done here.

Good norning, DAC nmenmbers. John Stewart with
the California Four-Weel Drive Association.

| say wel cone to the new nenbers, and during
t he di al ogue that the new nenbers were expressing their
views and interests, | noted a couple of points I'd |ike
to comment on. And Mchelle Long brought up about the
m ssi ng archaeol ogi cal issue, and we al so have a new
ar chaeol ogi cal representative.

I woul d encourage the DAC to begin | ooking

closely and reinvigorate fornmer contacts with the
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California Site Stewards Program California
Archaeol ogical Site Stewards Program These
ar chaeol ogi cal sites, whether they be the Native
American cultural sites or mning history that is out in
the desert or inportant artifacts or inportant places
that draw people to the desert, and with the CASSP,
California Archaeol ogical Site Steward Program wthin
t hat program they have established site stewards that
will go out and | ook and nonitor the condition for any
vandalismof sites. | know each field office has an
ar chaeol ogi st on staff, and they should be very much
aware of this program But | would encourage the DAC to
| ook into that, have a neeting centered around that just
to bring awareness of that issue up. It's very
i nportant.

Anot her comment | heard was tal ki ng about
Speci al Recreation Permits. Currently there's
| egi sl ati on working through Congress dealing with
Speci al Recreation Permts, but I'd al so encourage the
DAC and the BLM Il ocally to continue work that has been
done, started about 15 years ago, where at one point al
the BLM offices were on different pernmt application
process. They now use the sane process. They have
significantly inproved the process. However, there are

still a fewglitches in there. There's still sonme tines
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di fference of wordi ng about who the additional insured
is.

And so, you know, sinmplifying the event process
as much as possible for the small groups and small cl ubs
t hat do host events, that sonme of these events are the
fundrai sers and their only nmeans of raising noney to
support those groups. They're not big conmerci al
enterprises. Yes, there are sonme big comerci al
enterprises, and they do draw a | ot of attention, a | ot
of crowds. But the small events, | would encourage the
BLMto | ook at and push the concept of self-nonitoring
in order to reduce the overall expenses for the snmaller
non- conmer ci al events.

And lastly within events, about ten years ago
Devil's Canyon in the Inperial County Field Ofice was
subject to an EA, Environnmental Assessnent, of which
permtted activities and permtted events or pernitted
groups had gone through there. | think it's about tine
to revisit that and elimnate the requirenent for
special use permt of that area. It is sonething that I
think is long overdue. It was set up originally to be
an experiment to see if it worked. Ten years is enough
to find out if it's worked or not. Thank you.

ACTI NG CHAI R HANEY: Thank you, John.

The next speaker card is for Sophia Merk. Good
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nor ni ng.

MS. MERK: Good norning. Good norning. M
nane i s Sophia Merk, "Sam" 1I'mgoing to forego a
coupl e of paragraphs | wote up, because we had sonebody
tal k about it, and there's no need to rehash it.

One of the things I'"mgoing to do is welconme
the Desert Advisory Commttee. You are so needed. You
are a conduit. And for the public to participate with
you and for you to get our wants and needs to the
bureaucracies is really, really inportant. | nean, |
can't say enough about it.

One of the things | wanted to tal k about is the
Desert Plan. It was created in 1980, but that's where
it all started. And it's only 200 pages. You really
need to read the Desert Plan. | nean, everything el se
is an anmendnent. But the Desert Plan tells you the free
spirit and the wants and the needs that are needed in
t he desert.

But you really are special. And the DAC is the
Desert Advisory Commttee. It was legislated in 1976
under FLPMA QOctober 21st, 1976. W' ve cone a |ong ways,
but we need to | ook forward. That's what the amendnent
process is. That's what the DRECPs are. But you have
to | ook forward. Thank you very nuch, and thank you for

your tine.
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ACTI NG CHAI R HANEY: Thank you, Sam

The next person to cone on up is Karen Sanders.

Good norni ng.

MS. SANDERS: Good nmorning. |'mhere fromthe
Ri dgecrest Field O fice Bureau of Land Managenent Public
Lands Roundtable, and |I'm here to say, hey, don't forget
us. We have our nmonthly nmeeting the fourth Thursday of
every nonth at 6:00 at the Ridgecrest Field Ofice, and
you're each invited. W hope that at sonme point you'l
be able to cone pay us a visit.

Some of our recent topics presented at our
Ri dgecrest Public Lands Roundtabl e neeti ngs have been
ePl anning 2.0. Carrie Wods, the NEPA specialist from
Ri dgecrest, made a presentation on that, on how to use
ePl anning. We continue to discuss WEMO. Recently
Dr. Mchael Allen fromUC Riverside cane and nmade a
presentation on desert carbon sequestration, which was
very informative. Who knew that the desert had carbon
to contribute to the atnosphere?

The retired BLM district manager Gerry Hillier
gave a History of Public Lands Roundtable in Ridgecrest
area and the history of FLPMA, which Sam just nentioned,
t he Federal Lands Policy Managenent Act from
Cct ober 21st, 1976. And |I'Il have you know she gave ne

the public [ aw nunber just from nmenory, 94-579, so |
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wrote that down.

We recently as a group made comments to the
Red Rock Canyon State Park General Plan draft comments.
Anmy Granat with CORVA has offered to cone to our neeting
the end of July either in person or by a conference cal
because it's a long drive from Sacranento, to further
di scuss the Red Rock Canyon State Park CGeneral Plan
draft comrents concepts. And that was extended to
August 1st, so we'll have tinme to naybe anmend our
comments or make additional coments at that tine.

We are also working on illegal dunping in
Kern County. It's a problem |[It's a problemon public
land; it's a problemon private |land. And our group is
working with Kern County Public Works Departnment, their
wast e managenent and the county supervisors, to bridge
the gap between the desert users wishing to collect that
illegally dunped trash and the ability to legally and
rightfully dispose of that trash.

There's a problem because if you're not from
Kern County, you can't take it to the dunp, and if you
are from Kern County, you have to tell themthat it's
your personal household trash. And that's not true. So
we don't want to be lying to the guy at the gatehouse.

In any case | just want to encourage you to

continue the work that you're doing and to cone give us

Page 35

Personal Court Reporters, A Veritext Company
818-988-1900




A W DN

ol

10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24
25

a visit in Ridgecrest.

ACTI NG CHAI R HANEY: Thank you for that. And
t hanks for showing up to rem nd us about the Public
Lands Roundtable up there in Ridgecrest.

The next speaker card is for Jennifer Hal ey
fromthe recreational rockhound community and several
or gani zati ons.

MS. HALEY: Good norning, and thank you for
this neeting today.

This year the Departnment of the Interior states
on their website the followi ng: "lIncreasing access to
out door recreation opportunities on our nation's Public
Lands is a top priority. Qutdoor recreation
opportunities provide physical and nental health
benefits and allows Americans to nore fully experience
our beautiful Public Lands and waterways for an
all - Ameri can experience.”

Recreati onal rockhoundi ng clubs are an
al | - Aneri can outdoor experience. W have val ued our
hi storic collecting and our Study Areas for close to
80 years, especially in Southern California. The CFMS
and ALAA preferred to have the specific wording
"recreational rockhounding” included in the various BLM
and the Departnent of Interior website information next

to other recreational activities. The Departnent of the
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I nterior recognizes and defi nes recreational
rockhoundi ng, as does BLM however, you have to | ook for
it and type in the words. | don't think it's
intentional. | just think our hobby of 80-plus years
has been overl ooked.

Back in the '60s, 1960s, CFMS and AFMS created
trash cleanup project. W called it HELP. The initials
stand for Help Elimnate Litter, Please. You'll never
see recreational rockhounds leaving litter behind, even
when the trash was already there. W are happy to
continue our historical support and assistance with
trash cl eanups on Public Lands. W recomend the BLM
consider using the initials "HELP" phrase in their key
messages for Public Lands. HELP is a catchy sl ogan,
easy to renenmber for all ages, nmenbers of the public
young and ol d.

Qur club is historically involved in school
outreach prograns and conmunity prograns about the earth
sciences. We are happy to continue to give that
support. It's fun for us to see the kids and peopl e of
all ages falling in love with the hobby of the earth
sci ences and |l apidary arts.

The recreational rockhoundi ng community wants
to be recognized with the other recreations on

Public Lands. Once our field trips are closed or access
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is dimnished, no one will ever see what's there again,
and we are trying to not let that happen, not only for
oursel ves, but for the public as well.

ACTI NG CHAI R HANEY: Thank you very much,
Jenni fer.

And | see we've got a few nore conmment cards
comng in. For those of you who want to make any
conment, you can conment on any of the agenda itens or
non-agenda items. There's cards in the back of the
room just as a friendly rem nder.

The next card is for Linda Castro, and Linda
wanted to tal k about nmenber reports. Linda, you're from
Cal WId? Okay. Linda is going to skip her turn. Thank
you, Linda.

And we'll go on to Randy Banis, who wanted to
tal k about sonme non-agenda itens. M. Banis.

MR. BANIS: It's so great to be back. | nean,
DAC days are ny favorite days. Billy called ne | ast
week. He says, "Hey we're not on the DAC. You goi ng?"

| says, "Yeah."

He says, "Why?"

| says, "Because it's what | do."

If you guys don't neet, | have nothing to do.
Doesn't matter what side of the table I'"'mon. W're al

part of the DAC famly.
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First I want to say thank you to Katrina for
organizing a really terrific field trip yesterday.

Aside fromthe beauty of the location and that, | got to
say, the two best nmeals on a field trip ever, the
Mad Greek and the Idle Spur. Andy, you m ssed it.

Al right. | want to thank the terrific trio,
and that's what |'mcalling Ben G uber and Joe Stout,
our State Director at BLM and Sarah Weber up in the
external affairs department. You know, it's really hard
to reverse entropy. |It's probably the hardest thing to
do. It's a lot easier to ride a wave.

You know, the DAC used to nmeet four tines a
year, not |ong ago, and now we've only had four neetings
in the last three years. Qur subgroups have struggl ed
to neet, and new subgroups have not been formed. New
charter was | adened with sonme strings and red herrings,
and it's hard to reverse that and hard to call it al
t oget her and start this back up again.

And | want to thank Sarah and Joe and Ben for
making this a priority and for making it happen. |
appreciate themworking with nme on the agenda and
pulling this together. | hope you find it a good, solid
agenda for sone deliberation and good conversation
today. So thank you for working so hard, the three of

you together, to keep the DAC on the tracks.
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Congratul ations to the new DAC nenbers. | want
you to know -- and you've heard it -- the DACis so very
inportant to the public. | nean, how many people in the
audi ence have been to, let's say, about ten DAC
meetings? You know? How many of you guys have been to
about ten DAC neetings? A snaller percentage. | nean,

t hese guys are going to be here whether you're here or
not. They're going to be here. 1In fact, it's kind of
strange. | feel alnost, |like, nore power being on this
side now with everyone behind ne. But just renenber
it's very inportant, the audience or the public plays a
big role.

Many of the menbers of the public are fornmer
DAC nmenbers. You're going to hear fromthem They
don't go away. W don't go away. We're all part of
that DAC famly of friends. And | would just urge
exi sting returning nenmbers as well as the new nenbers to
remenber the DAC is an advisory body. 1It's not a
political body. You don't win, and you don't |ose.

It's not about wi nning a vote.

| would urge you to work towards consensus.
It's the strongest piece of advice that you can give is
a piece of consensus advice. Wnning by one vote and
i ssuing that as advice isn't very strong advice. Wrk

together to get that consensus the best that you can.
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And with that, thank you. Have a terrif
and | | ook forward to hearing all that you have t
Thank you.

ACTI NG CHAI R HANEY: Thank you, Randy.

The next person, the next speaker card i
Gerry Hillier.

MR. HILLIER: Good norning, and wel cone
DAC, old nenbers and new nenmbers. And it's a fun
to be associated with. And | couldn't contain ny
| had to come up and at | east say welcone and als
cel ebrate an anniversary of sorts. M 43rd anniv
in the Desert District will occur this next week
the 4th. So |I've been around a year or two. And
up your hand if |I've been to ten DAC neetings, ye

i ndeed | have, on both sides of the table. And

i ¢ day,

o0 say.

S

to the
group

sel f.
oto
ersary
on July
hol d

S

t's

obviously -- | guess you could say it's a good habit or

bad habit, but it's one there that | have been re
to cut the unmbilical cord.

| have continued an association with the
and a variety of interests in the desert over the
last -- hell, |I've been retired for 27 years, bel
or not, fromny first career. | walked out of th
Labor Day of '92. So I'mgetting pretty ancient.

t hank you for still having these neetings and al

| uct ant

desert

ieve it
e door
But

hope you can get back to the quarterly, because as Randy
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and ot hers have said, these are very inportant.

A couple of things | wanted to nention before
my time runs out. First off |I've been working on an
access legislation to provide an adm nistrative nmeans to
confirmcounty rights-of-way under RS 2477. W had to
start over from scratch when the house changed
menbership this last election, and it's been a struggle
getting a bill introduced. Congressnman Cook has been
very supportive, but that doesn't count in the new
Congr ess.

| have remmi ned active in tortoise recovery. |
serve on the nmanagenent oversight group and al so the
recovery inplenentation team One of the things that's
very inportant and the DAC m ght address is ravens.
There is an agreenent with the Living Desert Reserve,
and they've put out signs and stickers and things,
"Let's talk trash,” and | think that's very inportant.

Qur organi zation has nmaintained that until
sonmet hing i s done about predation, tortoise recovery
just sinply isn't going to occur, between predation and
t he di sease. Nobody knows what to do about the disease,
but the predati on we can do sonet hing about. And we
hope those things nove ahead.

| also wanted to say a word in ny remaining

seconds about the East Mojave Landscape Conservation
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Design project, which probably no one knows anyt hi ng
about. It's an interagency program under the LCC system
that was established in the |last adm nistration. The
Desert LCC is probably going to di sappear, but they are
wor ki ng ahead to devel op a database and data | ayers for
t he East Mpjave and San Bernardino and Inyo Counties --
or Eastern Inyo County, and certainly BLM needs to be
engaged. To date the only BLM s presence on the working
group is a hydrol ogi st out of Las Vegas and a botani st
out of Pal m Springs.

And | have been concerned that private
| andowner s and agency nanagenent hasn't been very deeply
i nvol ved, and | challenge you to get involved. | think
it's a good programthere, at least in terns of sharing
data anongst all the agencies that are active in the
desert.

Wth that I wish you all well. Thank you very
much. |'m happy to be here and will probably continue
as long as | amable to continue to participate. And
t hank you all, and welcone to the new nmenbers.

ACTI NG CHAI R HANEY: Thank you, GCerry, and
congratul ati ons on 43 years.

MR, HILLIER: It's a lifetine.

(Appl ause.)

ACTI NG CHAI R HANEY: The next card is for
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Neil Nadler. Neil, you've got three m nutes.

MR. NADLER: Wel conme new DAC nenbers, old DAC
menmbers, and previous DAC nenbers. | have put ny
application in to become a DAC nenber and hopefully wll
hear within the next year or so.

Everything that 1've heard from both you up on
the dais and the people in the back, | pretty much agree
with, that, you know, this is a well-needed famly, if
you will. And |I've only been to half a dozen DAC
meetings over the years. | think it's really inportant
that we do give the public input and direction to the
BLM

Also | wanted to give special thanks to
Katrina. You' ve been very hel pful over the years both
on small issues and big issues, and it's been great
working with you. It really has. |It's so inportant
what we do, you know, to preserve and protect the desert
for all the different types of uses.

|'ve been involved in small stewardship
programs in the imediate area that |I'minvolved in the
West Mojave in, which is the Juniper Flats area and, you
know, |'ve recently taken out National Conservation

Lands. And | know we spent the day, you know, up in

Juni per Flats with Frazier. |It's so inportant that
we -- that we continue to pronote these stewardship
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progranms in individual areas, whether it be rockhoundi ng
or OHV or conservation, trash cleanup. They're so

i nportant that we reach out into the local conmunities
and the young people as well and, you know, get sone
younger blood involved in this organization. Sonmehow
maybe we can foster that in the future.

And also | conpletely agree with what Frazier
brought up, which is prohibiting renewabl e energy in
ACECs and Conservation Areas. You know, once we give
them an inch, they'll take a mle. And it's so
i mportant that we do that. And what Jim said about the
mul ti-use is so inportant that we protect the nulti-use
aspects of our desert. Yeah, we have to balance it out.
But | agree that it's our desert, and we just need
bal ance.

ACTI NG CHAI R HANEY: Thank you very nuch, Neil.

MR. NADLER: Thank you.

ACTI NG CHAI R HANEY: The next comment card is
with Mark Al gazy. And Mark, you wanted to tal k about
t he DAC neeting protocol.

MR. ALGAZY: Good norning. This mcrophone is
really |ow.

MS. SYMONS: Let's see if we can lift it up for
you and tighten it down.

MR. ALGAZY: Thank you. Congratulations to
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everybody that's here, and | wanted to offer ny

condol ences at the sane time. As a fornmer DAC nenber, |
don't know if I'mthe only DAC nenber that's ever
resigned, but | resigned in frustration over what | saw
com ng down the pipeline. As Randy nentioned, four
nmeetings in three years, it's just disgusting,

unconsci onable, and | refuse to be any part of it. But
at the sanme tine |'m here today.

Looks are not deceiving. | ama hippie, and |
continue to be hopelessly optimstic that things are
going to turn around and get better.

The DAC, as has been nentioned by a coupl e of
peopl e before ne, has a primary responsibility that was
mandat ed under FLPMA, and it did an amazi ngly good job
at that. But it norphed over the course of its
40- pl us-year history in becom ng the de facto primary
conduit for the public to interact with the governnent.
So when the DAC fol ded, that primary access was al so
| ost, which is an even greater |oss than the | egal
mandat e of FLPMA, in ny opinion.

And the reason I'moffering you ny condol ences
is because every one of you people sitting at this table
is a high-caliber person. And | wote an e-mail to
Bet h Ransel before she |left the office, and | said, "Not

havi ng these neetings is |like owing a thoroughbred
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racehorse and keeping it in a barn." You people are
wonderful people, and it's just disgusting not being
able to have you do what you need to do. And | continue
to be disgusted by the fact that you cannot conduct

of ficial business today.

So going to nmy point about DAC protocol, the
public, | think, would very nmuch appreciate it if you
woul d just conduct a neeting the way you woul d conduct a
nmeeti ng anyway, and when you get to that point, you say,
"You know, we can't actually vote on this today, but if
we could vote, this is what we'd do," because in ny
entire history of working with the BLM if there's one
thing that 1've | earned, even when the BLM says they're
not listening, they're listening. Thank you.

(Appl ause.)

ACTI NG CHAI R HANEY: Thank you, Mark.

Moi ses Ci sneros, you wanted to come up. You've
got three mnutes. Fromthe Sierra Cl ub.

MR. Cl SNEROS: Congratul ati ons, new DAC
menmbers. Really awesone experience that we had
yesterday with sonme of you. Thank you so rmuch, Katrina,
for herding us. | felt cared for and protected. So
t hank you.

| definitely want to echo Randy's words that as

a public we're | ooking forward to seeing the
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col | aborati on between all of you and us in the public

com ng together. | saw that yesterday on the tour.
That was really -- it just gave ne a | ot of hope. And
that's -- | think that's the spirit that the Sierra Club

cones in, at least through nmyself, is that hope for
col | aborati on between all organizations.

My responsibility, my role as a part-tine
organi zer for the Sierra Club, is to rally the small
busi ness groups and the faith-based groups to ensure
that they're listening and they're active in the process
and that they're enjoying the desert |andscape and
| earning how to responsibly use it in a sustainable way.

So | want to say thank you again. W |ook
forward to working with you. On behalf of ny wife and
|, we thank you for the tour yesterday.

And al so one | ast comment. We got a | ot of
great information fromthe new nmenbers of the DAC and us
being new to the famly. W'd also |love -- the
suggestion is to also allow for the incunbent nmenbers to
i ntroduce thenselves to us newbies, give a couple of
remarks as well before the close of the neeting. So
t hank you all

ACTI NG CHAI R HANEY: Thank you, Mi ses.

And the next card we've got here is fromBilly

and Julie Mtchell. WIlcome, and good norning.
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MRS. M TCHELL: Hi. Good norning.

ACTI NG CHAIR HANEY: | didn't see you back
t here.

MRS. M TCHELL: | know. It's kind of hard to
see you guys with this right here. W knowit's a
conmment period, but there was a notion at the | ast DAC
nmeeting that the answer to a question we have asked
many, many tinmes before was supposed to be put on this
agenda, and | don't see it anywhere.

So what we're | ooking for is, how are the
grazing |leases retired for the DRECP |legally w thout the
proper procedures being done? And we've asked this
guestion nunerous tinmes, and we don't know how to get
it -- it was supposed to be on this agenda, and | wote
plenty of e-mails to try to get it here to rem nd them
So how do we find that answer? | know it's a comment
period only, but maybe you could at |east help nme find
out how we're going to find that answer.

MR. M TCHELL: Yeah. W went to Washington, a
coupl e of us, and Jay Moon and | got a bill passed to be
able to relinquish those | eases for mtigation purposes.
And before that was passed we need to know how did it
allowit to be passed before that? You had --

MRS. M TCHELL: Wait. | want an answer.

MR. M TCHELL: Ckay.
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MRS. M TCHELL: Does anybody know how to get to
t hat answer or why it wasn't put on the agenda?

ACTI NG MANAGER GRUBER: The agenda was
devel oped in constitution with the previous chair and
others internally a long time ago, and it was submtted
for review And so | think the best way to get answers
to the questions that you have would be to have a
neeting, and we'd be happy to sit down with you and with
anyone else that you'd like to neet with. And I'd be
very happy to sit down and |l ook into the details of the
situation. | know you were interfacing with Beth before
she left.

MR. M TCHELL: Exactly.

ACTI NG MANAGER GRUBER: | believe she provided
you with some information, but | need to get up to speed
on that issue. And as I'll be nentioning in a future

section |later today, we have a new district manager
com ng on board in July, and so this is probably an
i ssue that he should get up to speed on as well.
MRS. M TCHELL: Okay. Thank you very nuch.
ACTI NG CHAI R HANEY: Thanks for com ng up and
asking that question. And thanks, Ben, for addressing
it at the present nonent.
The |l ast comment card for this section of the

agenda is from Li sbet Thoresen, who wanted to tal k about
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rockhoundi ng and ot her recreational activities.

M5. THORESEN. Hi. Welconme. MW nane is
Li sbet Thoresen. |1'mthe Public Lands representative
with the San Diego M neral and Gem Society. And |I'm
happy to see Ed and Janes Bagl ey on this new panel.
Wel come to all of you

| want to thank very nmuch the DAC, how
inportant it is, reiterating what so many peopl e have
said here today. You're critical to us. |If we're going
to have access to our Public Lands and have sonething to
hand off to our children in our futures and that it
isn't going to be an industrialization of the desert,
what is the | egacy? This would be a great travesty.

| want to say thank you to the outgoing nmenbers
of the DAC. Every single person historically, it seens,
with the different interests that have been represented,
whet her it has been what has traditionally been
conpetitive or contrary with the conservati on groups or
perhaps just indifferent, ny experience has been nothing
but support. Frazier Haney, Mariana Maguire, Al Mith,
who was on biology on the previous DAC, and
Billy Mtchell representing grazing. Most inportantly,
forever historically, Randy Banis. And thank you. And
then Kim Erb, who isn't here but was once on the DAC

and she had so nuch to do with mappi ng those routes,
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which we hope to see in the VEMO, in the final report
when it comes out.

What | would like to say by contrast, recently
t he managenent plan came out for the San Gabri el
Mount ai ns. And rockhounds really got together and put
together a great letter. All us signed it. The
California Federation of M neral ogi cal Society signed
it. The Anerican federation, representing 52,000
menbers, signed it. Five other regional federation
affiliates of the AFMS signed it. W had conservation
groups sign it, like the Friends of the Sequoi as.

That plan canme out. Jerry Perez is now head of
the Forest Service, and that nonunent is being
adm ni stered by Forest Service. And it was rockhounds,
your recreational users, we are conflating you with
m ni ng, comrercial mning. Now, | have nothing against
commercial mning and the interests of conmerci al
m ning, but we are not to be conflated, and certainly
not here. We haven't historically been here.

| feel a very different kind of collegial and
under st andi ng about our | ow-inpact activity, and we hope
that that continues going forward as the managenent plan

for Mojave Trails is devel oped, however VEMO and DRECP

is inplemented into that and how this omibus bill, this
Desert Preservation Act, will be inpacting all of that.
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We don't want to hear, "Pound the sand.

Take

the highway. Take a hike." Sorry. Lost ny train of

t hought -- that we are not to be conflated and that we

are a | owinpact recreational activity. And just

because there is a boilerplate | anguage in a

procl amati on doesn't mean that recreational uses cannot

be accommdated. That is discretionary.

We're really disappointed with the

Forest Service, and we're really looking forward to a

better kind of collegial response fromBLM Thank you.

ACTI NG CHAI R HANEY: Thank you, Lisbet.

know we' ve tal ked a | ot about rockhoundi ng on

And |

Mojave Trails, and | think there's a |lot of broad

support to keep that going.
One | ast coment card, Ed Wal dhei m I

sonet hing was m ssing fromthis coment period.

knew

MR. WALDHEI M Unusual for ne to be sitting

t her e. Ed Wal dheim Friends of Jawbone, Friends of

El Mrage. | congratulate the Bureau of Land

Managenment, Benjamn, for getting this nmeeting going.

was so scared that you wouldn't do it, but when you | ook

at the crowd in here, nobody, nobody gets this kind of a

crowd. State Parks gets one person. Parks and
Recreati on Conm ssion gets three or four people.

mean, this is absolutely incredible.
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So the constituency for the California Desert
and the loyalty of the folks here to the California
Desert is unparalleled to anyplace, and | hope this is
one of the reasons that the DAC is going to continue,
because hopefully Washi ngton gets the nessage that the
public is very, very inportant in this desert and is
dedi cated to the California Desert.

Havi ng said that, | have maps. Qutside is a
big pickup truck. The girls, the |adies, they unl oaded
it all. 1 didn't do it. They didit. | have boxes of
maps that you can pick up and take all the boxes you
want. It's all free because the State of California
pays for it, and they don't us to charge for them so
they're all free.

And so | got six maps. We got the brand new
one now. | brought 15 cases of Death Valley maps, brand
new maps. The one, a little hidden jewel, is the
Cl evel and map. The Cl evel and carves out part of
San Bernardino up there on top of the nountain in
ldyllwild. | couldn't believe all the things that are
up there. So pick up the Cleveland map. Don't think
it's not part of the desert, because it is part of the
desert al so, because we got sone good maps.

So pl ease, any of you pick up the maps outside

at the break and put themin your cars. | don't want to
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see them The |adies don't want to | oad them up
anynore, so please just do that.

But thank you for neeting. Thank you, BLM for
pushi ng and not giving up on us. Thank you.

ACTI NG CHAI R HANEY: Thank you, Ed. Thanks for
t he maps.

The next itemin the agenda -- Ed?

MEMBER STOVIN. Could |I address a couple of the
comments for just a quick mnute?

ACTI NG CHAIR HANEY: | don't see why not.

MEMBER STOVIN:  John Stewart nentioned a CASSP,
California Archaeological Site Steward Program and |I've
been interested in beconmng a trained site steward, and
CASSP only had training this year in the far Northern
California. 1s it possible for the DAC to ask CASSP to
have training in Southern California? |s that sonething
t hat we can do?

ACTI NG CHAIR HANEY: ['mof the mnd to do as
Mar k suggested, that even though we can't take an
official position to advise BLM that we could put that
to a vote as though we were going to advise it.

MEMBER LONG. Let ne just add one thing. |If

you guys are able to get Beth Padon, she heads that

stewardship program | have the contact information.
She may be also willing to come and do a presentation at
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a DAC neeting. That would be an interesting thing to do
as wel | .

ACTI NG CHAI R HANEY: That's a really hel pful
suggestion.

MEMBER STOVI N:  Karen Sanders nentioned
Red Rock. And I'm kind of new to what the DAC can do.
Can the DAC wite coments and submt comments on
sonething |i ke Red Rock Canyon, a State Park in the
desert? They're form ng a managenent plan, and there's
an open coment period right now And | don't know
if -- now, I know we can't formally vote on it, but is
that within the real m of what the DAC can do?

ACTI NG CHAIR HANEY: [|'Il defer to Ben or other
menbers on that one.

ACTI NG MANAGER GRUBER: The primary purpose of
the DACis to advise the BLM and provi de formal
recommendations to the BLM but | think collectively as
a group the nenbers could sign a letter. O you're free
to do what you'd I|ike.

MEMBER STOVIN:  Okay.

ACTI NG CHAI R HANEY: Mariana, you wanted to
menti on sonething on that point?

MEMBER MAGUI RE: Yeah. | just wanted to
mention, not that | am an expert on the procedure here,

but I think as nmenbers we can get together and discuss
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anongst one another if we want to create a collective
comment or a letter that we would sign on to, but it
woul d be sort of personal choice. But | think we can
sign on as DAC nenbers, and | have put that out before
to the nenbership. And it was actually in regards to
all of the RACs not having neetings, and those who
wanted to sign on to that collective letter can. So
maybe we could do it in that sort of format. But again
it would be a personal decision of each nenber of the

DAC whet her they want to sign on or not.

MEMBER STOVIN. | see. So the DAC -- we'll get
an e-mail train going, and we'll be able to tal k about
t hese kind of things, | inagine.

Hal ey nmenti oned cl eanups for the rockhounds.
It m ght be possible that you join up with some off-road
vehicl e users when you do a cleanup. And if you work
with the Bureau of Land Managenent, you may be able to
get volunteer hours as a match for State Parks' grants
and mght allow the BLMto get a few nore bucks to
manage the land a little bit better. So I think it has
to be off-road vehicle people helping, but if we want to
coordi nate sonmething, let me know. 1'd like to work
with you on that.

That's all. Thank you.

ACTI NG CHAI R HANEY: Okay. Good. So just to
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wrap that up, what you brought up, Ed, | think what |
got was that if we could vote officially, but mybe what
we could at least all do is agree on, is we'd |ike BLM
to host a California Site Steward Programin the
California Desert. | knowit's been done in the past,
but if they could help to host one of those or a series
of those and then also to work towards a presentation at
t he next DAC neeting on the program

Does that about sound |ike what you nmentioned?

MEMBER STOVIN: Yeah, | like that.

ACTI NG CHAI R HANEY: | know we can't officially
vote on this, but do we all agree?

MEMBER KENNEY: Pretty nuch.

MEMBER MAGUI RE:  Yes.

ACTI NG CHAI R HANEY: Okay. Well, everybody --

Ji n?

MEMBER BAGLEY: Just a comment when | get a
chance.

ACTI NG CHAI R HANEY: Well, at [east we al
agree. | knowit's not official advice, but for what

it's worth. We could put that into next neeting's
agenda if we can take official action. So |l knowit's
noted for the next neeting.

And, Jim you had a comrent ?

MEMBER BAGLEY: | wanted to respond to sone of
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the comments fromthe public also. As a returning DAC

member -- this is for staff -- | had very high
expect ati ons about our ability to fulfill our roles. In
the past | amused to a DAC that net four tinmes a year,

and we net in all of the diverse geographic areas of the
Desert District. So |I have a high expectation that
we're going to neet from Barstow all the way down to

El Centro and that the public is going to have an
opportunity to participate with the Bureau of Land
Managenent on the whol e spectrum of issues that cone
before it.

|'"ve tal ked about the agenda. |If there is sone
| ack of how we should conduct this neeting, | think we
need to review that. Wen you asked for the public to
participate, | think it's very inportant that you have
t hose agendas published in advance so the public can
cone and participate with us, and then we can nake
recomrendati ons that have sonme nmeani ng.

' m al ways unconfortable in a public forum --
you can't do it in a regular public nmeeting in
California -- you can't just bring up a topic that
hasn't been agendized to it to take a formal action. It
defeats the purpose of transparency involving the
public. But the Mtchells were asking about an item

that had cone up the last tinme, and apparently it's
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conspi cuously absent in this neeting here.

At the end of the neeting I think we should
have future agenda items, and we shoul d be accountabl e
for those itens so there is discussion about themin the
future. | knowit's a burden to the staff and there's
time and expenses to the DAC neeting, but this is the
essence of what we are supposed to do. And so you're
just getting some comrent fromne, so there's really a
hi gher expectation about what we shoul d be doi ng during
my tenure, and you will hear it fromnme going on in the
future

| also want to say as a public nmenmber | hear
t he rockhounding folks. | have a broad sense of
responsibility as a public nmenber. M fam |y goes back
into the desert into the honesteadi ng period. M
representation is very diverse. |It's fromrecreation to
economics. It's the multiple-use ethos that has sort of
di sappeared in the Bureau of Land Managenent di al ogue.
So | just want people to know that as an incom ng public
menber .

And | agree al so, when we open the neeting, it
woul d be really nice to have self-introductions from
everyone. Those are just sonme procedural things we can
do in the future. But when people in the public cone,

t hey should know who's sitting before themin the dais
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and what we have to say, not just a presunption that
t hey know sonet hi ng about us as a public representative
who can actual ly vote.

ACTI NG CHAI R HANEY: Thank you, Jim

We have ot her business to nove on to about the
cl oseout for the West Mojave Plan. Were there final
t houghts for this section of the agenda?

Mar i ana.

MEMBER MAGUIRE: |I'Il just be very quick.
want to thank you, Jim for that, and I want to echo and
acknow edge again the hard work that the field and
district and state office staff have done to put this
t oget her and get us back on track. And hopefully these
comments that you're hearing and Jinls sentinent you
will transmt to Washi ngton, where |I understand that the
problems are really originating, blocking RACs and this
DAC from being able to conduct business according to the
correct process. And we understand that you have to get
approval for the agendas and for these neetings from
Washington D.C., so I'mglad that you' re hearing this so
that you can let them know what we want done here.

ACTI NG CHAI R HANEY: All right. Well, thanks,
ever ybody.

| think, Katrina, you're up next to tal k about

cl osing out the West Mpjave Route Network issue from one
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of the last neetings, as if VEMO could be cl osed out.

M5. SYMONS: So | apologize. W had attenpted
to set up a PowerPoint, and for sone reason the conputer
is not connecting to the projector. So ny apologies to
t he audi ence that you do not have a copy of the
Power Point in front of you, but the DAC nenbers do.

So if you could pull out the Power Poi nt
entitled "The West Myjave Route Network Project.” So
t he purpose of this presentation is to provide a status
update of that project. |If you want to go to Slide 2,
pl ease. The West Myjave area is depicted in brown and
conpri ses 38 percent of the California Desert
Conservation Area, which is depicted by the hash |ines.
The planning area is approximately 9.4 mllion acres,
with 3.1 mllion acres of public land, and it falls
within portions of five counties.

The CDCA Pl an was amended by the 2006
West Mpjave Plan. The 2006 West Mojave Pl an was
devel oped in response to the listing of the desert
tortoise and 12 other species and the need to consult on
the CDCA Plan in response to their |istings.

The primary focus of the 2006 plan was species
and their habitat but also addressed routes and
i vestock grazing. The 2006 Record of Decision was

litigated with challenges related primarily to the
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Travel Managenent and grazing portions of the 2006 pl an.
Subsequently there were court decisions which
directed BLMto address specific issues and is the
reason for the Suppl emental Environnmental | npact
Statement. The West Mpjave Route Network Project
i ncludes both | and-use-1evel and inplenmentation-Ievel
decisions. The Draft Land Use Pl an Amendnent and
Suppl ement al Environmental |npact Statenent was issued
on March 16th, 2018, for a 90-day comrent period. The
draft contained four alternatives, with Alternative 4
bei ng the agency-proposed action. All alternatives are
entirely on BLM adm nistered | ands within the
West ©Mbj ave Pl anning Area, and then w |l derness and OHV
recreation areas were excluded fromthe designated route
network in each alternative.
The Proposed Land Use Pl an Anmendnent and Fi nal
Suppl enent al | npact Statenment was issued on April 26th,
2019. And then of note on March 12th of 2019 Presi dent
Donald J. Trunp signed the John D. Dingell, Jr.
Conservati on, Managenent, and Recreation Act, also
referred to as the Public Law 116-9. This act resulted
in a nunber of |and-use changes in the West Mjave
Pl anni ng area, including transfer of lands fromBLMto
t he parks service, designation expansion of

W | derness Areas, the release of all or portions of
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W | derness Study Areas, and the designati on expansi on of
Of f - Hi ghway Vehi cl e Recreational Areas, also shaded with
the West Mpj ave Pl anni ng Area.

An errata to the Final Supplenental
Environnmental | npact Statenent is currently being worked
on and will be included in the Record of Decision
ensuring that the designated travel and transportation
managenent systemis consistent with the public | aw

Slide No. 3, the West Mojave Route Network
Proj ect Suppl enmental Environnental |npact Statenent,
addresses the Court's issues nost notably by an enhanced
anal ysis of the route network in |livestock grazing
i npacts to specific resource values, including soils,
cultural resources, certain biological resources, air
quality, and associ ated cumrul ati ve i npacts, analysis of
one alternative that has |less route m | eage than the
no-action alternative and considers the elimnation of
livestock grazing and desert tortoise critical habitat.

The project includes seven Land Use Pl an-1 evel
deci si ons, which include the consideration of the
elimnation of the CDCA Pl an | anguage that |limts the
route network to existing routes of travel as of 1980,
identifies Travel Managenent Areas and establishes
Travel Managenent objectives for each Travel Managenent

Area. It allows the designation of conpetitive
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of f - hi ghway vehi cl e use and speed-controll ed connector
routes. It nodifies the off-highway vehicle use on four
dry | ake beds. It considers the elimnation of the
permt requirenent for off-highway vehicle use in the
Rand Mountains - Frenont Valley Managenent Area. It
addresses |limts on stopping, parking, and canping

adj acent to designated routes and considers the
elimnation of |ivestock grazing on three allotnments in
desert tortoise critical habitat, which was mandat ed by
the court order.

The i npl ementation-|evel decisions include the
designation of a route network for each Trave
Managenent Area. Route designations are the primary
focus of public interest in the West Mjave Route
Net work Project. Travel Managenent Plans for each
Travel Managenent Area, that does include inplenmentation
strategi es and actions and covers such itens such as
si gni ng, outreach, mintenance, nonitoring, enforcenent,
and restoration.

If you go on to Slide 4, the West Mjave route
desi gnation decisions will be made in the BLM managenent
area that is nustard col ored, as well as portions of two
nati onal nonunents, the Myjave Trails National Mnunment
and the Sand to Snow. It does not include O f-H ghway

Vehi cl e Recreati on Areas and W/ derness, which are
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depicted on the map in brown and bright green
respectively.

Wthin the planning area we have four critical
habitat units for desert tortoise. And then unlike the
2006 West Mojave Plan that focused on notorized use
only, the West Mjave Route Network Project travel and
transportation systemincludes notorized, non-notorized,
and non-nechani zed use.

Also on that map the big pink splots are
Departnent of Defense | ands.

Slide No. 5, in response to the Draft Land Use
Pl an Anmendnent and Suppl enental Environnental | npact
St atement, BLM received over 9,000 public coments, of
whi ch over 7,900 were route specific. The nost frequent
conments were to open or close specific route for
general or for specific reasons, as well as restrict use
on routes to street-legal vehicles within rural
residential areas and county mai ntai ned roads.

There was voiced concern with conpliance with
the regulatory route designation criteria, consistency
with the CDCA Pl an as anended, resource inpacts from
of f - hi ghway vehicles and |ivestock grazing, and
connectivity, access to areas of interest, and certainly
consi stency across jurisdictional boundaries.

For the Final Supplenmental Environmental [ npact
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Statement a new alternative, Alternative 5 which is the
agency-preferred alternative, was devel oped in response
to public comment and contains elenents of the four
alternatives analyzed in the draft.

Slide No. 6. On this slide it lists the seven
Land Use Pl an Amendnent -1 evel decisions to be made and
conpares the no-action alternative to Alternative 5,
which is the agency-preferred alternative. Mst notably
Alternative 5 delineates nine Travel Managenent Areas,
allows for the designation of conpetitive use and
speed-controll ed route connectors, elimnates the permt
for notorized access to a popular recreation area. It
mai ntai ns the stop, park, and canp access to staging and
canpi ng areas while reducing the potential inpacts to
cultural, habitat, soils, and other off-route resources.

Slide No. 7. On this slide it depicts the
desi gnated route network decision to be made and
conpares the no-action alternative to the proposed
sel ected alternative, which is Alternative 5.
Alternative 5 includes the designation of a route
network and ni ne Travel Managenent Plans for 6,247 m|es
of OHV open and limted routes and 248 mles of OHV
cl osed routes that include non-nmotorized and
non- mechani zed desi gnati ons.

The designated route network provides increased
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access to recreation areas and points of interest,
provi des for connectivity and consi stency across
jurisdictional boundaries. It addresses the need for
public authorized and adm ni strative access to and
across BLM managed | ands, including notorized,
non-not ori zed, and non-nechani zed nodes of travel. It
elimnates parallel and redundant routes and allows for
restoration to address use inpacts and inprove resource
conditions. BLM believes Alternative 5 bal ances
responsi veness to public coment, protection of
resources, and mnimzes conflicts anong users of
Publ i ¢ Lands.

Slide No. 8. By court order, the notice of
availability for the Final Supplenmental Environnmenta
| npact Statenent was issued on April 26th, 2019. This
was followed by a 30-day protest period, which ended on
May 28th, 2019, and then concurrent with that was a
60- day governor's review. For the end of the protest
peri od we have received protests from 29 parties, and we
are in the process of review ng those protests and
responding to them

We expect to resolve the protest as well as
conpl et e Endangered Species Act consultation with
U.S. Fish and WIdlife Service by August of 2019, and

then we al so expect to neet the court-ordered schedul e
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of issuing the Record of Decision for the Land Use Pl an
Amendment and Travel Managenent Pl ans by COctober of
2019.

And then finally within six nonths of issuing
t he Record of Decision, BLMwas directed by the Court to
reconsi der previously issued grazing decisions to
determine if it's consistent wwth the plan changes. And
| do want to reiterate that the proposed sel ected
al ternative does not process any changes to the three
grazing allotnents.

And then finally, do you have questions for ne?
And then just a matter of order, Carl Synons, the
Ri dgecrest field nmanager, is the co-lead, along with
myself, for the West Mojave project. So if there are
any questions that you have, | may al so be asking the
co-lead to join nme up here.

MEMBER STOVIN. In the proposed sel ected
al ternative, you nentioned elimnating redundant routes.
How do you define "redundant"?

M5. SYMONS: |If you were to wi nd up | ooking,
for instance, on one of our maps, if it were two routes
that were parallel within thousands of feet of one
anot her and they wound up going to the sane | ocation, we
woul d have elim nated one of those potentially in order

so that we would not have redundancy to get to the sane
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poi nt of interest.

MEMBER STOVIN:  Yeah, that concerns ne because
there could be interesting places along the way that
we'd want to keep open. | don't know if you reviewed --
i ke, do you have an inventory of redundant routes?
Maybe we're too far down the river to go back and | ook
at that staff, but that concerns ne.

MS5. SYMONS: Yeah. So we have 15,235 mles of
inventoried transportation |linear features within the
pl anni ng area, and out of that | could not specifically
pul | out those which were determ ned to be redundant
routes. But we did wind up going through a VWEMO
segnment - by- segnent anal ysis of the determ nation of how
it was -- what the designation was going to be, which
one of the reasons that were captured was redundant
routes, and we could pull that report in order to get
the list of WEMO I D s associated with the conmment of
bei ng a redundant route.

MEMBER STOVIN:. Ckay. Thank you.

MEMBER TAYLOR: On the project overview,

Slide 3, you had nentioned that the OHV use was nodified
on four different dry | ake beds. \What were those four

| ake beds, and just in general what were the

nodi fi cati ons?

MS. SYMONS: Let's see. Koehn. Koehn was
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limted, and that's up on the Ridgecrest Field Ofice.
Chisholm Trail is closed, and it's cl osed because we've
got public health and safety issue with sone old m ne
situations. Then we've got Coyote, and it's the Coyote
that's north of Barstow. That one was open. And then
Cuddeback, al so on Ridgecrest, was open.

MEMBER TAYLOR: Thank you.

ACTI NG CHAI R HANEY: | know we're past tinme --
t hank you, Katrina -- and we're behind schedul e right
now. | was thinking that we could take a break, go

ahead and do the schedul ed break at 11, conme back. That
woul d | eave tinme for the DAC council nenbers to continue
di scussion or ask questions, and then we would open it
up for public coment, if that sounds all right. So
we'll go ahead and take a schedul ed break for 15

m nut es.

Carl ?

MR. SYMONS: One thing, just because sonebody
poi nted out that the restroons are out of order right
here, so you might want to add five m nutes. Sonebody
said you had to go across the street or sonething to use
the restroom so it mght take a |little |onger.

ACTI NG CHAI R HANEY: What Carl nentioned was,
it sounds |like the restroons closest to us may be out of

order, so it's possible that another |ocation at a hotel
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or even across the street may be needed, so we'll add
five mnutes onto the break. That woul d put us back
here just ahead of 11:20. So we'll go ahead and go to
break. Thank you.

MR. WALDHEIM  Don't forget to pick up your
maps out si de.

(Mor ni ng Break.)

ACTI NG CHAIR HANEY: We'Il go ahead and get
started. Thanks, everybody, for bearing with us through
the break. There's a strange parallel between not being
able to take care of our official business and what's
going on with the bathroons.

MEMBER VWHI TEHEAD: You wor ked on that one.

ACTI NG CHAIR HANEY: | did. | told himthree
times during the break

So we'll go ahead and pick back up where we
left off. And | think, Katrina, you'd finished your
presentation. W had a couple of comments and questi ons
from DAC nenbers, but we can go ahead and take the next
few m nutes for other questions or discussion from DAC
menbers, and then we'll open it up for public coment
fromthe audience.

MEMBER LONG. Thank you, Katrina. It was an
excel l ent presentation, and | appreciate that you cane

prepared with a printout, you know, in case the
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Power Poi nt went out. You were prepared, so | appreciate
t hat .

| do ask that if we could put those PowerPoints
on the website, because whenever DAC nenbers receive
docunents, it's good to have the public receive the sane
docunents, but | understand you had planned to have a
Power Poi nt up. But that's all I1've got. Thanks.

ACTI NG CHAI R HANEY:  Ji nP

MEMBER BAGLEY: So this is a general coment.
And the WEMO process is a very cynical attenpt to limt
public access on Public Lands, so |I'mjust going to be
very candid about that. It's beyond the scope of the
BLM nmanagenment. | think it was an inpossible task to
actually inventory routes. Wen you talk about the
vastness of the California Desert, the route network is
just extensive. |It's heartbreaking to me to have
participated in the early requests for public
participation in the mappi ng and how few peopl e actually
showed up to the events that | went to.

If you asked the people in ny community who
recreate on the Public Lands if they are aware of this
route network system | would guess nore than 99 percent
of them woul d have no clue that this has occurred, and
what the Carsonite signs nmean is sonething new. There's

a learning curve to it. It's an intrusion into the
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public experience on the Public Lands, from ny
perspective. | think it's overreaching with governnment
i ntrusion.

| don't want to just see the unlimted
proliferation of routes and degradati on of the desert,
but | also don't want to be told that | can't use a
route that | have used for 40 years of nmy life because
it didn't show up somehow on a yellow |line drawn on the
WEMO process and that it now has a Carsonite sign

So those of us who recreate in the desert, who
go out there for the vast spectrum of recreational use,
from di spersed canping to rockhounding to shooting to
all the purposes that we go out there to hi ke, we count
on these roads for reasonable public access. [|I'm
getting older. Places that |I've hiked nmy whole life now
are closed off through W derness Areas. |'m not
parking my car on H ghway 62 and taking a ten-mle hike
into a trailhead that | used to be able to drive with
routes.

So this is a general comment, but [|'m
expressing what | believe the bureau needs to hear from
the public. This court ruling was very, very
unfortunate. W' re stuck with having to live with the
regul atory guidelines that have been mandated by this

process.
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Il will tell you very realistically, | am angry
when peopl e suggest that routes are sonehow static in
life in the California Desert. They are not. As
sonebody who has traveled routes ny whole life, | can
tell you and I can point to routes that have changed
with stornms and use over time. Washes sedi nent up.
They di sappear. There are alternative routes, and you
say the only routes you can ever use now have to be
inventoried on these Carsonite signs. It's a very
unrealistic expectation for the desert.

| am synpathetic to the frustrating process of
t he Bureau of Land Managenent, but as a public nenmber |
want to tell you this is not a workable, realistic
solution for the managenent of routes.

ACTI NG CHAI R HANEY: Ot her comments?

|'"ve got a sinple one, and that is that it's
been ny experience in a nunber of different places that
route proliferation off of designated routes is a major
problem | think many people would agree with ne, and
the good work that BLM and all of its friends groups
have done to |limt route proliferation in sensitive
areas is excellent. | think that's the way forward, if
there is a way forward.

But | think that a lot of folks still have

concerns about sone of the routes that are in areas that
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are really hard to patrol that lead to areas that we've
seen a lot of route proliferation in the past. So we
still have a ot of work to do. We still have to get
our m nds around that.

One exanple I would give is the road up
Sage Canyon. It goes beyond sone sensitive cultural
sites. There's an easy W/ derness boundary that that
route in one of the alternatives was suggested to be
cl osed at, but it goes beyond that. And at the top of
t he canyon there's hundreds and hundreds of other spur
trails that are taking off of the designated route
because it's basically unpatrollable up there and al
the way up into the Forest Service and onto the Pacific
Crest Trail.

So | know there's a long way to go, and | want
to recognize the efforts that everybody has made, but |
think that we'll probably hear about them from ot her
menmbers of the public. There's still a ot of
envi ronnent al danmage being done fromoff-route travel.

I think with that we can go ahead and open it
up to public coment. W' ve got a nunmber of comment
cards. Just as a rem nder, if you want to make a public
comrent, there's cards at the back of the room Go
ahead and fill them out and bring themto Katrina or

Carl, and they'll bring them over.
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So we'll start with John Stewart from
Cal Four-Wheel Drive.

MR. STEWART: Good norni ng, DAC nenbers.

John Stewart, California Four-Weel Drive Association.

Cal Four-Weel was one of those Katrina
menti oned as submtting objections to the process. And
| know one of the main points of objections in here is
that, while BLM has done a good job of analyzing the
routes for a lot of different aspects, one of the things
that BLM has failed to really take into account is the
econom ¢ i npact of recreation or other uses to these
various routes and to the desert regions.

CFR -- 43 CFR 8342.1 defines criteria for
resource protection and route conflict issues and how to
analyze it. That is derived from NEPA, the National
Envi ronmental Policy Act, which includes the statenent
of analyzing with inpacts to the human environnent. The
human envi ronnment includes social and econom c
consi derations, and the social and econom c
consi derations are often omtted fromthe BLM and ot her
agency anal ysis of actions.

To that extent it's -- you know, |I can find
that the decision -- Record of Decision as submtted is
deficient because it does not include a good and

adequate definition of the environnental or the soci al
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and econom c i npacts, because those are not included
clearly within the statenents. The only reference to
econom cs is how nmuch it would cost the BLMto maintain
routes or patrol routes. That is not a true economc
anal ysis of the inpact on the society, on the users, on
t he people. Thank you.

ACTI NG CHAI R HANEY: Thank you, John.

The next card is for Sofia, "Sam"

M5. MERK: Hi. | guess |I'mokay. M nane is
Sophia Merk. | would just like to nake a few little
coment s.

First of all, in the recent court deci sion,

CAPA was | ooked at, and CAPA was supposed to be | ooked
at in regards to the final decision. And in regards to
8342.1, the conflict, it should have been anal yzed, and
it was not.

Al so the connectivity has not really been
| ooked at in the West Myjave, and a | ot of us over the
years have used many routes that are no | onger avail able
to us. And as we're getting older, we can't wal k those
pl aces anynore, and | find it physically challenging.
And |'m just wondering, have they |ooked at it in
regards to sone of us that has physical challenges that
can no longer go to sonme of these places? Thank you.

ACTI NG CHAI R HANEY: Thank you, Sam

Page 78

Personal Court Reporters, A Veritext Company
818-988-1900




A W DN

ol

10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24
25

Next up is Linda Castro from Cal W d.

MS. CASTRO.  Just a few things on VEMO. First
of all, I was happy and unhappy about various -- the
ways that various places in the desert were treated by
the plan. | guess that neans it's a fairly
wel | - bal anced pl an.

| did want to nmention specifically that | was
pretty happy to see how the FEIS dealt with the
M ddl e Knob area. It is an area that | have been
advocating for the protection of for a while, so |
appreci ate protections provided for the PCT, for rare
pl ant species, for the numerous cultural resources that
are in the area, and just a fabul ously beautiful area,
so | thank you for that.

And | just want to nmention too that for a
while -- well, since Mbjave Trails was designated, |'ve
| ong opposed and | continue to oppose the VWEMO overl ap
with the monument. | know the reasoning fromBLMis
that a separate TMA was created to address the nonunent
portion, and so then whenever a nonunment travel plan is
done, that can be easily changed. But that isn't what
the proclamation required. The proclanmation required a
separ at e managenent plan for the nonunent, not inclusion
in an existing managenent pl an.

The WEMO Pl an | acks the legally required
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programmtic direction designed to ensure protection of
nmonunment objects, and w thout that programmtic
direction, the route designation decisions fail to
adequat el y consi der nonunent objects and therefore puts
them at risk.

ACTI NG CHAI R HANEY: Thank you, Li nda.

Next up is Bill DePue. Bill, are you with us?

MR. DEPUE: Yes. |'mhere mainly because of
concern about a certain open route and don't want to see
it becone a closed route. I'mreferring to a route to
the Top Notch area, an inportant rock |ocation. The
route goes from-- crossing at Field, and then it goes
up Baxter Wash and conmes to a north-south road, which
shows on topographic maps. And | think the road has
probably been there since 1920 or so.

At any rate one takes that north-south road
north a couple of nmles and arrives at the Top Notch
area, where we have a claimon a very high-quality agate
and an area that covers a square mle or two, actually.
And in speaking with other people around here, I"'mtold
that roads to clainms will be kept open.

The claimwas put on originally only because
there was a certain fellow who would like to put clains
on areas that others had found, and he woul d then put

keep-out signs. OQur claimis for the exact opposite
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purpose, is to keep it open to everybody who can get
t here.

And | have been encouraged from what | have
heard, and | appreciate everybody's efforts. Thank you.
ACTI NG CHAI R HANEY: Thank you, Bill.

Next card is for Randy Banis, and then
Rut h Hi dal go after Randy.

MR. BANI'S: Thank you for another opportunity
to address you all

There are a |lot of conponents of VEMO, and |
think I could go three m nutes on several of them But
et me just sunmarize ny feeling about where we are here
close to the end. | started riding the Wst M)jave and
exploring the roads and trails there, the 85/87 trails,
| started exploring those in the "90s. And then in 2001
| was fortunate enough to be part of the West Mjave
survey team and got to put some of those lines on the
map, and that's when | net a | ot of the people here and
a lot of the people that told nme that there was a role
for citizens and people to play in the managenent of
t heir Public Lands.

So then | joined the supergroup in 2002, the
VEMO Supergroup. The draft route EA cane out in 2003.
| filed a draft comrent, a final coment, and a protest.

2006 the West Mojave Plan cane out. | commented on the
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draft, the final, and | filed a protest. Wen the
remand cane out, | partnered with Friends of Jawbone to
hel p get the route signed and to update the user maps.
2012 | started the OM sheadGPS Project with the brand
new WEMO data in hopes of getting people to use those
trails.

And then we formed a DAC subgroup in 2014, and
we had over 25 neetings that took in thousands of public
comment s, individual public comrents with volunteer G S
technicians to actually collect those comments fromthe
public. And we submtted those to the BLM and | know
for a fact they were very seriously taken into
consi derati on.

Well, then the draft canme out, and | filed a
conment on that nost recent draft. But then they had
i ssue of supplenmental draft. | commented on that one
too. The final came out recently, and | issued a solid
response to that. The protest period expired with ny
pen silent.

My pen is done on VEMO. |'moptimstic that
this plan provides the necessary framework for bal ancing
mul ti pl e use and resource protection in the West M)jave
Desert, and | truly hope that this is the detente that
we've all worked so hard together to achieve. So thank

you. | appreciate it.
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ACTI NG CHAI R HANEY: Thank you, Randy.

Next up, Ruth Hidal go and foll owed by
Nei | Nadl er.

MS. HI DALGO. Fol Il owi ng Randy. ©Oh, boy.

Rut h Hi dal go, recreational rockhound. As | stated
before, | came after the nmonunment was declared to ny
first DAC neeting, and that was nmy first real
interaction with any type of public process on Public
Lands. And they said, well, there's this thing going
on, WEMO. Had | heard of it? No, not at all. Did
know t here was a managenent plan in 2006? No, didn't
know. But | said, well, let's figure it out, |ook at
t he routes.

It was absolutely overwhel m ng | ooking at TMAs
on the CDs, and they had the different things and trying
to match those routes that had nothing to do with what |
ever saw on the ground. Absolutely overwhel m ng.

| had a |ot of help from Randy Banis. He
actually -- Ron Schiller and | went into his office, and
he showed ne how to read those so | could spend sonme
time going over them Vhen the |ast coment period cane
out, I'mnot going to say that I know the formal name of
that, and everything came out online, it nmade a huge
difference for interaction fromthe rockhound comunity

because they could go online. And for nyself, | had
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becone famliar with the TMAs, but to be able to go
online and say, "That's the route | use," click,
comrent, it was so nuch easier and so nuch better

And then there was neeting after neeting where
Katrina came to the Roundtable, showed us how to use
that. Wthout that | wouldn't have been able to share
that information with other rockhounds, and also with
sharing with themthat, that makes them aware there's a
managenent plan and al so, hey, you need to stay on the
desi gnat ed routes.

So | just want to thank Katrina and Carl and
Randy and Jimfor all of the effort that went into that;
Li nda Castro for her assistance in hel ping ne understand
routes and why sonme people want them cl osed, because in
my opinion, you know, wait a mnute. W want that
route. Well, sonetinmes there's a good reason for it to
be closed, so | appreciate your help on that too, Linda.

And of course Lisbet has done a |ot of work on
VEMO wi t h rockhounding too, so | just want to say thank
you and | ook forward to seeing where it goes next,
because | hear there's never an end.

ACTI NG CHAI R HANEY: Thank you, Ruth.

Neil, you're up next, followed by Mark Al gazy.

MR. NADLER: The thing that | want to bring to

your attention is that | happen to |live at the base of
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t he San Bernardi no nountains. Juniper Flats happens to
be a 21-mle Iong BLM property that is basically a snal
sliver. It goes down to a sliver. It starts w der, and
that's where Juniper Flats is on the west end, but it
goes 21 mles long. And in sone places it's nmaybe a
hundred feet wi de.

But the problemis, is that there is a huge
anount of garage riding, and there's -- you know, it
falls on the county and the BLM and the National Forest
Servi ce, because on the other side of the BLMs land is
t he National Forest Service, where they have open
riding -- excuse nme, not open riding, but trail riding
and things like that. But the biggest problemis the
garage riding.

And we've worked -- |'ve worked with Katrina
and staff. You know, we've done cleanups in there.

It's a great Special Recreation Managenent Area, and the
designation is very appropriate. W have been able to
elimnate the renewabl e energy from happening in that
area. There's ACECs.

But the problemis, is that the | ocal people do
not know what's going on there, and the comrunication
fromthe county is not very good in that area either.
Everybody starts pointing the fingers at each other.

VWen we do a cleanup with the help of the BLM the
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county has gotten involved, it works well with the
stewardship. But the problemis, is that -- is that,
you know, you talk about -- they were tal king about
800,000 visits a year in Ccotillo. W probably have
that many in this tiny little area just because there's
so much garage riding that's going on

And there is a lot of trash. | nean, we've
haul ed out boats fromthere. W' ve haul ed out ovens
fromthere. W've taken, you know -- you know,
literally 40-foot-long dunpsters and filled themup |ike
that. So it falls on the BLM And, you know, we really
appreciate the effort that Katrina and her staff have
made, but it needs nore attention as far as getting the
community involved and the county involved. And that
specifically relates to illegal incursions and things
i ke that that have been constantly a battle in that
area. And | just wanted to bring that to everybody's
attention. Thank you.

ACTI NG CHAI R HANEY: Thank you, Neil.

Next up is Mark Al gazy, followed by Billy and
Julie Mtchell

MR. ALGAZY: Hi. | have two points that I
wanted to make. Nunber one was Randy got me invol ved
with the West Mpjave Route Network Project, and | think

it was actually back in 2012. But the point of it is, |
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have a lot of faith in the way that the process actually
rolled out and the results that came out of WEMO. So
may have i ndivi dual angui sh about a route here or there,
but overall | feel that the process worked and the needs
of the few were outwei ghed by the needs of many, as

M. Spock said. So |I'm happy with the WEMO result.

But addressing Janes's concern that he
mentioned earlier that there are other routes that maybe
have been consi dered duplicative and that are gone, it's
not closed. |It's never over. M experience fromthe
30, 000-foot I evel |ooking at society is a governnment
t hat makes | aws that cannot be enforced is a governnent
t hat people | ose confidence in. And | have seen over
time, time and tinme again, that when there is a route
that no matter what the governnent does to try and
enforce a closure, that that closure doesn't work,
eventual |y some sort of acconmopdation is nade.

And | think that, as the Mjave Plan rolls out,
that there will be opportunities for continued public
i nput and continued input at public neetings |ike DAC
meeti ngs where people say, look, this just isn't
wor ki ng. And the governnment is also going to, inits
day-t o-day managenent, say, this isn't really working,
and we may have to revisit this issue. So just because

sonmething |l ooks like it's gone forever, if you really,
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really -- or your heart is in sonething, don't give up.

ACTI NG CHAI R HANEY: Thank you, Mark.

Next up is Billy and Julie Mtchell, foll owed
by Jennifer Hal ey.

MR. M TCHELL: You guys probably wondered why
both of us canme up here. We both own Rattl esnake Canyon
Ranch, and then | figure, sitting on this DAC before, if
we had to stretch it a little bit, we'd get six mnutes
i nstead of three.

MRS. M TCHELL: We just quickly wanted to say
when consi dering routes, whether it's now or in the
future, we need to really consider public safety when it
cones to a grazing lease. And we definitely need nore
signs, nore advertisenent that there is a grazing | ease
t here, because you wouldn't believe how many people
cross a cattle guard and they don't even know what it
is. They'll pass our water troughs. They don't even
know what that is.

| don't want to be facetious, but it's really
crazy how many people cone over to the ranch and don't
realize that the cattle are there. And, | nean, they'l
literally drive by themat 70 mles an hour, and they're
standing right next to them And they don't even see
t hem because their mnds are so focused on the speed.

Wth that being said, we've had cattle kill ed,
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and we' ve al so had people injured and airlifted too. So
the advertisenment getting out there is inportant to |et
t hem know that it's a cattle ranch when they do have
open routes.

MR. M TCHELL: O even speeds, too, especially
t he ki osks. \When you're comng in there, a |lot of
people stop there, and if you nmention the cattle
ranching -- there was a ranch and |livestock underneath
just a donestic sign. Alittle information on that
m ght dawn on the people. The Jeep clubs are really
good. The notorcycles are getting better. The
si de-by-sides, they just -- they're terrible.

And we do have a pretty good ranger,

Mar k Brown, and they've designated -- | think there's
one between John and | -- as much as he can, and they're
doing a real good job. He wote, like, a hundred
tickets, | think, in a three-day weekend or sonething.

But it has slowed them down, so they' re doing a real
good job as far as that. Thank you.

MRS. M TCHELL: Just an advertisenent out
t here, because even if you took that on Hodge Road, |
t hi nk you can go shoot, and there's not advertisenent
for that. People don't understand that. Sonmebody was
just shot there. He lived, fortunately, but he was

riding his bike out there and didn't realize there was
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open, | guess, range out there or sonething and they can
pl ank out there, so anyway, thank you.

MR. M TCHELL: Thank you.

ACTI NG CHAI R HANEY: Thank you.

Last coment card that we have for the WEMO
topic is Jennifer Haley.

MS. HALEY: Hi. | just wanted to speak to
anybody that's in the audience. Maybe this is their
first time to a neeting, but I was inpressed with what
the BLM put into the VEMO when it cane out. | took the
time, a whole nonth, to read the 10, 000-pl us pages of
it, and everything the recreational rockhounds
submtted, it's in there. And what every other person
put in there, it's in there, even with the econom c

ef fect on stores, hotels.

So if you're not -- you have to be very
specific. You can't just say, "I like this, but | don't
like that.” You have to state why. So I was just -- |
don't know -- | was really excited about it. [It's very

educational, and thanks for the good work.
ACTI NG CHAI R HANEY: Thank you, Jennifer.
So that's the final -- Ed?
MR. WALDHEIM My card just keeps di sappearing.
ACTI NG CHAI R HANEY: Sorry we m ssed you, Ed.

Do you want to come up?
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MR. WALDHEIM Pl ease. Ed Wal dheim Fr
Jawbone, Friends of El Mrage. Friends of El Mr
no -- Friends of Jawbone.

| have 20 full-tinme staff people working
California Desert in the Ridgecrest BLM office
i npl enenting the route designated system based on
1986 -- 1986, Randy?

MS. SYMONS: 2006.

MR. WALDHEI M  2006. | take no hostages
law is the aw. Beck says, "People hate you." |
"Yeah, but | got the law on ny side.” So we have
i npl enented the 1986 routes. |'ve spent $10 m ||
$10 million in restoration work. No BLM office h
done that. Everything that is supposed to be clo
cl osed. Everything that's supposed to be open is
We have to nmake the decision, the Bureau of Land
Managenment, to partner with the California State
and get serious about doi ng what we have done in
Jawbone Dove Springs area and the El Pasos.

We need to do that. [If we don't do it,
we're going to say, "Well, people are not paying
attention.”™ They do pay attention. W are getti
conmpl i ance today than we ever have had before. |

work. You take a route out of a system you don

ends of

age --

in the

) The

sai d,

i on,
as ever
sed is

open.

Par ks

t he

t hen

ng nore

t does

t see

it, you won't go after it. | always say, "Follow the
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beaut i f ul

you

little piece --

in the back there Carl

woman, " the signs, signs, signs,

don't see her,

And so that's the area that we have --

and | hope under the West

signs. |If

you're not going to take the route.

t hat the

Moj ave -- and

provi ded ne sonme hard copies so

you could see the big binders in the back. And also you
can see it now, Carrie Wods, she gave us a |l esson on
the instruction guide of NEPA, how to register on the
web page. And it's called ePlanning -- what's it

call ed? -- ePlanni ng budget search. Everything is on
there. [It's incredi ble what the BLM now has that you

can see the routes actually on the ePlanni ng section.
You have to do it.
But |

think, as a DAC, we have to encourage,

encourage the federal agencies to get the noney fromthe

State of California and get serious on the signing.

know it's not what you want to hear,

because there's

sonme routes that will be closed. M whole point is, if

it's in the plan, it's over with. Randy said his pen is

dry. He hasn't witten any nore. |'mat that point

t 0o. We' re done. We're over with. Now we're into the

i npl enentation process, and that's the area that the BLM

has to really get serious.

Katrina, you have to get serious in Barstow
You have to get serious. | gave up. | gave up. | gave
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up on doing route designation. It wasn't working. But
we have to have a dedicated -- you have to have a

dedi cated staff. You need to have 20 people, at |east,
Twenty peopl e do nothing but signing of WVEMO. That's
all you do. Twenty people conme do it. [If | have to bid
on that or | have to try to help you with that, so be
it, but that's the only way you're going to get
conpl i ance.

And if we don't do conpliance, then we fail,
and we can't afford to fail. W can't afford to fai
because, you know, you don't want these proliferation of
routes. You want it taken care of. So we have to bite
the bullet and take care of the job. | know how to do
it. W know how to do it. The Ridgecrest BLM office,
we know how to do it. So we need to copy that and do
the same thing all over the place. W do the sanme thing
in EI Mrage. W do the sane thing in EIl Mrage. Dan
knows we run the EIl Mrage for Katrina.

Don't give up on the inplenentation. You can
fight all you want about "I want this route" and "I want
that route.” We're way beyond that point. W're at the

i npl enentation process. Once it's signed, then we need

to buckle down and get the signing done. That's all it
is. It's a redundant route. You can fight all you
want, Ed.
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MEMBER STOVIN: It's water down the stream

MR. WALDHEIM  \When the lawis in, the lawis
the law. How long are you going to keep fighting it?
You know, just inplenent it and do with it. You can do
exceptions here and there, which we do. If sonething
happens that doesn't make any sense, BLM has that
|atitude to do sonething with a limted way. But once
VEMO i s done, it's done, and let's get serious and start
doing the inplenmentation. GOkay? Thank you.

ACTI NG CHAI R HANEY: Thank you, Ed.

That brings us to a close on the West Mjave
Route Network Project topic. And we were a little
behi nd schedule earlier, and it | ooks |like a couple of
the itens in the afternoon are going to be relatively
quick, or it sounds like it.

So we're going to go ahead and break for |unch
right now, and we'll plan to be back here at 1 p.m to
tal k about the State Director District and Field Office
Reports. If anybody wants to see those field office
reports and hasn't yet fromthe public, there's a few
copies up here on the table that the DAC nenbers have.
Maybe you could read them over lunch if you'd like to.
So we'll hear about those when we get back here at one.
Thank you.

MR. WALDHEI M  Keep getting the maps out there
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in the truck.
(Lunch Break.)

ACTI NG CHAI R HANEY: Thanks, everybody, for
com ng back, and we'll go ahead and get started for the
afternoon. And first topic of discussion on the agenda
is to get a report, the State Director and district
report, so I'll turn it over to you, Ben.

ACTI NG MANAGER GRUBER: Thank you, Frazier.

So I"'mgoing to briefly report out on sone
state and district priorities. | believe everyone -- |
hope everyone has had a chance to take a | ook at the
field office reports. There were copies in the back of

the room and all the DAC nenbers had copies of the

field office reports at their seats. |[|'ve definitely
taken to heart the feedback we received, and we will get
t hose out in advance of the neeting. | believe the

agenda for the neeting and the field trip itinerary were
posted on the website and have been up there for a
while, but the field office reports were not. And |
apol ogi ze they were not available this tine.

So I'll start with sone updates from our
Washi ngton office. Brian Steed was the deputy director
for progranms and policy, and he had been exercising the
authority of the director of the BLM for about a year or

So. He recently took a new position with the state of
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Utah. And so now Casey Hammond, who is the principa
deputy assistant secretary for |land and m nerals
managenment, has been designated by the Secretary of the
Interior to exercise the authority of the director of

t he BLM

Also recently M ke Nedd, who had previously
been the BLM s assistant director for mnerals and
| ands, was pronoted to the position of deputy director
for operations. So Mke Nedd is now the hi ghest career
official in the BLM And at the last nmeeting | think
folks will recall that Secretary Zi nke had announced
t hat he was stepping down, and since that tine in
Decenber we have a new Secretary of the Interior,

Davi d Bernhardt, who had previously been the Deputy
Secretary of the Interior, has been confirnmed by the
Senate and has been serving for a nonth or so now as the
Senat e-confirmed Secretary of the Interior.

For the BLMin California, Joe Stout has been
the Acting State Director since COctober 2018. Joe's
permanent position is as the Associate State Director.
Since he's acting as the State Director, Frederica Lee
has been tenporarily pronoted to serve as the Acting
Associ ate State Director. For anyone who's not famliar
with the way the BLMis organized, the state offices are

regional offices, and for California that's
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headquartered i n Sacranento.

Wthin the California Desert District we have a
new di strict manager who will be reporting July 21st.
His name is Andrew Archuleta. He's currently serving as
the district manager in Colorado for the Northwest
Col orado District of the BLM |I'mcurrently acting as
the district manager for the California Desert District.
My permanent position is as the associate district
manager, and I will go back to that position when Andrew
reports July 21st.

Si nce ny permanent position is vacant, we have
an acting associate district manager, and that's
Mark Chatterton, and he's been serving for several
months in that position. Hi's permanent position is as
an assistant deputy State Director for mnerals in the
California state office, so we're very happy to have him
down in the desert for a few nonths. And he'll be
staying on until Andrew reports as well.

We have five field offices in the California
Desert District. W're currently within the Barstow
Field Ofice. Katrina Synons is the field manager for
Barstow. 1'd like to echo many people's thanks to
Katrina for organizing such a great field trip
yest erday, on her birthday, no less, and for all the

wor k that she has put into the presentations for today's
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meeting as well as the | ogistics.
(Appl ause.)
(Si ngi ng Happy Birthday.)

ACTI NG MANAGER GRUBER: All right. 1In Needles
our field manager is Mke Ahrens, who is with us today.
I n Pal m Springs South Coast we have Doug Herrema, who is
with us today. He's the field manager in Pal m Springs.
In El Centro we have an acting field manager.
Carrie Sahagun is currently acting as the field manager
in El Centro. Tom Zale, who had been the field manager
there for many years, retired right after the holidays.
And in Ridgecrest we have Carl Synons as the field
manager. Carrie couldn't be with us today because she's
on | eave. But we do have a new acting field manager who
will be starting in EIl Centro on July the 8th, and he is
comng fromArizona, the Colorado River District in
Arizona, where he serves as the associate district
manager. His name is Ryan Chatterton

In addition to our field managers we al so have
three national nmonunment managers on the district.
Jill Wllianms is currently serving as the Acting

Sant a Rosa San Jaci nto Mountains Nati onal Mnunent

Manager. She's filling that role tenporarily until a

| onger-termreplacenent -- or a longer-termtenporary

repl acenment for Ashley Adans, who's on detail, can be
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found. Jihadda Govan is currently the Sand to Snow

Nati onal Monunent manager, and Kyle Sullivan, who was on
the field trip yesterday, is the national nonunent
manager for the Mpjave Trails National Mnunent.

A qui ck budget update. BLM California's 2019
budget is $91.2 mllion in our primary appropriation for
managenent of |and and resources. That represents a
three percent decrease fromthe 2018 | evel, but our
state office did a good job of making sure that as much
of the funding as possible could cone down to the field.
So many of the reductions are being realized at the
regional level. W also have $23 million in California
for fire funding, excluding suppression, which is about
the same as we received in 2018.

"Il transition to a quick congressional and
| egi sl ati ve update. The 116th Congress began on January
the 3rd. Senator Feinstein was reelected to a fifth
termin the Senate. Her termw Il last until 2024. W
al so have a Senator Kanmala Harris, whose term continues,
and her first termw |l continue until 2022.
Representati ve Paul Cook of the California 8th District
was reelected to a third term and he will be serving
two years until 2020. Representative Raul Ruiz
represents California's 36th District. He was also

reelected to a third termuntil 2020. Representative
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Duncan Hunter was reelected in California' s 50th
District. Representative Juan Vargas was reelected in
the 21st District to a third term Representative

Katie Hill in California' s 25th District was elected to
replace former Representative Steve Knight. And we also
have Representative Alan Lowenthal, California's

47th District, was reelected to a third term
Representative Harl ey Rouda, California 48th District,
was el ected to replace Dana Rohrabacher, and
Representative Mke Levin California's 49th District was
el ected to replace Darrell 1ssa.

As we all |earned yesterday on the field trip,
one of the major pieces of legislation that Congress has
passed so far this year is the John Dingell, Jr.
Conservati on and Recreation Act, which becanme Public Law
116-9 on March 12th, and Katrina is going to be
providing us with a presentation on how the California
Desert District is going to be inplenenting the
Di ngell Act in the next few m nutes.

Some of our priorities across the state involve
energy and mnerals. The BLMis a key contributor to
the nation's energy independence, which is an
all -of -the-above plan that includes oil and gas,
strategic minerals, and renewabl e sources of energy,

i ncluding wi nd, geothermal, and solar, all of which can
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be devel oped on Public Lands.

In California we are currently processing nine
renewabl e energy projects, including the Crinson Sol ar
and the Desert Quartzite Solar Projects. There are also
two planning efforts going on in the Central California
District involving oil and gas. W have a Bakersfield
Field Ofice Hydraulic Fracturing Suppl ement al
Environmental | npact Statenent that the BLMis working
on. And in the Central Coast Field Ofice, we have an
Ol and Gas Environnental |npact Statenent.

Here in the California Desert in Ridgecrest the
public coment period closed for the Panam nt Vall ey
Li t hi um Expl orati on Project Environnental Assessnent,
and our next steps will be evaluating the comments and
finalizing the decision.

Wth respect to rights-of-way, the Needl es
Field Ofice is seeking public comment on a
communi cations site in San Bernardino County. 1In
addition to the project that we're currently seeking
comrent on, the Needles Field Ofice has recently
approved several proposals fromlInterconnect Towers LLC
for other communi cations sites.

As we heard this norning, the Barstow Field
O fice has rel eased the Final Supplenental Environnenta

| npact Statenent and Proposed Land Use Pl an Amendnment
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for the West Moj ave Route Network Project. The 30-day
comment period is closed, and we received the
consi stency review fromthe California Governor.

Wth respect to NEPA stream ining, which is a
priority of the adm nistration, the secretary issued an
order to enhance and noderni ze the Departnent of the
Interior's NEPA process with a focus on bringing greater
discipline to the docunentation of the departnent's
anal yses and identifying opportunities to increase
efficiencies. There are time limts and page limts for
envi ronnent al docunments, for Environnmental | npact
Statenents. The page limts range between 150 and 300
pages, 300 for the nore conplex projects, and nust be
conpleted within a year fromthe issuance of the Notice
of Intent.

And finally for the state office and the
district office updates, | would just like to express ny
appreciation to all the DAC nenbers, wel conme the new DAC
menbers. We're happy to have you on board, and we
really look forward to working with you in the nonths
and the years to cone. So thank you very nuch.

ACTI NG CHAI R HANEY: Thank you, Ben.

Coments or questions fromthe DAC nmenbers
about the report that we just heard?

MEMBER MAGUI RE: Sure. Yeah, | just want to
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take the opportunity to thank you again, Ben. And |

want to take the opportunity to raise sonmething that's
inmportant to ne and | think inportant to everybody here,
and 1'Il tell you why. Ed Waldheim thank you so nuch
for being here and for your comments. You touched on
this earlier. Ben, you just touched on this. You guys
have these new tinelines and tinme limts. There's a |ot
to inmplement in the California Desert District. Ed, you
t al ked about that, you know, inplenentation, getting
people on the ground to do the work, the need for nore
personnel to do that, and we've heard throughout the day
yesterday from Katrina and others that there are still,
you know, positions that they'd love to see filled that
have not yet -- they have not yet been able to fill.

The reality is there's a |lot of work to do, and BLMis
getting nore and nore directives to do it in a shorter
period of tine.

We all want our governnent to be efficient and
for BLMto work efficiently and effectively and be able
to do things in a short period of tinme, and that is not
possi bl e without resources. W all pay taxes. Qur
taxes typically don't go down. They go up. And that
then gets redistributed into the Federal Governnent and
the workforce to do these kinds of jobs. So if we care

about these things and we really want to see them work
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and we want to see BLM be effective here on the ground,
it behooves all of us to get in touch with our nmenbers

of Congress and tell themthat they need to appropriate
the funds to let BLMdo its job.

It's appropriations, pure and sinple. Katrina
can't do anything. Ben can't do anything if those
menmbers of Congress and ultimtely the president has to
sign -- you know, has to sign that and get the nopbney out
there. |If they're not giving BLM noney, if they're
sl ashing those budgets, it just can't get done no matter
how much these fol ks and how much we are asking for. So
pl ease call your nmenbers of Congress and say,
"Appropriate the right anounts of noney at high |levels,"”
so that they can get these things done. And that's ny
soapbox.

ACTI NG CHAI R HANEY: Anybody el se? Shelly?

MEMBER LONG |'mglad to see we have a
Secretary of the Interior. | hope this one |asts.

| did have a question, you know, at the
district level. A couple of sessions ago we had
di scussed getting a plaque at the district office for
recognition and renenbrance of Marie Brashear's
contribution. | was just wondering if we have an update
on that or any further information on that.

ACTI NG MANAGER GRUBER: | don't have an update
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on that. M recollection fromthat neeting was

there was going to be a small group that was goi

t hat

ng to

put sonething together and propose it to the BLM and to

my know edge it hasn't been proposed.
MEMBER LONG. Okay. Who is that small

How do we get that rolling?

group?

ACTI NG MANAGER GRUBER: It woul d be whoever

woul d be interested in organizing that. | wll
it's very likely that the district office is not
to be |ocated where it is right now. Qur |ease
bui I ding expires in February of 2020, and so we
need to take that into consideration.

MEMBER LONG. And | know that as a DAC
make any formal recomrendations today. | have t
and see what the recommendati ons were |ast tinme.
|"d just like to see the ball rolling on that.

MS. SYMONS: A renminder to speak into t

m cr ophones.

say t hat
goi ng
in that

woul d
we can't
o check

Yeah,

he

MR. SYMONS: They're only good for about three

inches or so, and after that it doesn't work.
ACTI NG MANAGER GRUBER: Again, ny recol
is that there was going to be a group.

Sam did you want to say sonethi ng?

| ection

MS. MERK: Yes. There was a snmall group that

was supposed to be fornmed. Unfortunately sone of the
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DAC nenbers that were supposed to be working on it are
no longer sitting up here. And Billy Mtchell and his
wife offered to help in the plaque. But as you both
know, Billy Mtchell is not sitting up there. And there
was a nice letter that was put out by Mark Al gazy. And
he wrote a really nice tribute to Marie, but he's no

| onger sitting up here. So it cones down to the new
people that are up here. And | welcone you to get
together, and if there's anything we can do to help you,
but she needs to be renenbered. She was a very speci al
| ady of the desert. Thank you.

ACTI NG MANAGER GRUBER: Thank you.

And | don't think that it has to be nenbers of
t he DAC who woul d organize this. It could be anyone as
long as -- the BLMjust can't raise noney like that.

MS. MERK:  Well, the noney was going to be
private, but to be able to put it onto the district
of fice, wherever it's |ocated at, needs to have the
perm ssion.

ACTI NG MANAGER GRUBER: Right. And we'd be
happy to discuss that as soon as there's a proposal for
us to respond to.

MS. MERK: Ckay.

ACTI NG CHAI R HANEY: Ed?

MEMBER STOVIN:  Thank you. | wanted to thank
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Ben for sitting in as district nmanager. |It's a hard
job, and you're sitting up there. You're being
graceful, and thank you for doing it. | knowit's not
your specialty, but you're doing a great job as far as
what | can see, how little I know But thank you.

| want to ask a quick WEMO question. 1In the
Nati onal Forests, travel managenent has a provision for
aut hori zing new routes. Does the BLM have anyt hing
simlar like that in travel managenent that could be
applied to the WEMO Pl an?

ACTI NG MANAGER GRUBER: | woul d defer to
Katrina or Carl to address that.

MS. SYMONS: Okay. So | need clarification.
What do you nean by "new routes"? Are you talking about
route construction?

MEMBER STOVIN: |I'msorry. It could go either
way. It could be a newroute, or it could be a route
t hat was overl ooked that has been there a long tine. |
don't think the National Forest makes a distinction. |
happen to have hel ped the National Forest, the
Cl evel and, nake sone new routes when they went through
travel managenent. So | know that brand new routes -- |
mean, we broke through the bushes -- can be nmade. And
then you can also find routes that didn't nake it into

the inventory but it turns out that they're val uable and
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t hey want to be brought in. So I don't know if the BLM
makes a distinction between those, but I'd Iike to hear
about either one.

MS. SYMONS: Yeah, so right now where we're at
in the West Mpjave Route Network Project, that horse has
already left the stable, so we have what we have. But
because of the | anguage that's contained as one of the
pl an amendnents, it would have travel managenent becone
an inplenmentation-level decision, which nmeans that if
there is the identification and request for a new route,
we could deal with that on a case-by-case basis and do
t he National Environnmental Policy Act conpliance work
right at the field. It would not require a plan
amendnent .

Under neath the 2006 West Moj ave, any route
designation did require a | anguage change because it
limted us as requiring a plan anendnent. So once this
ROD is issued, we'll be able to pull it back down for
t he West Mbjave and deal with it at the inplenentation
| evel .

MEMBER STOVIN: Ckay. So it would be people
i ke users or the DAC asking the office, "Could you guys
pl ease | ook at this place and see if you can bring it
in?"

MS. SYMONS: Correct. And as of right now |
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have two | ocations of proposals that |'ve already heard
fromthe public of routes that just was not in that
baseline inventory. So at sone tinme after the ROD, we
woul d be undertaking that review

MEMBER STOVI N:  Excellent. Thank you very
much.

MEMBER BAGLEY: | just want to follow up a
comrent on the amendment to the WEMO routes. | don't
think the public is aware of that, and I think that's a
critical conponent to it. So maybe in the website where
we tal ked about the route designation process we m ght
just have sone explanation that there is possibility to
do anendnents in the future.

It's of great concern to ne that we fix things
intinme. | think it's a very narrow vision, and it's
not a | ong-range vision of managenent. And | just think
peopl e need to know there are opportunities to correct
problems with this process.

| also want to tell you Marie Brashear was a
friend of mne, and your request to honor her | think is
very appropriate. | go back with her a long tine.

Hadn't been interactive with her on the DAC recently,
but if there is an opportunity sonehow to nenorialize
her good works for the DAC, I'mgoing to raise nmy hand

as a DAC nenber to be a part of that.
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ACTI NG MANAGER GRUBER: Ot hers?

ACTI NG CHAIR HANEY: | just have a clarifying

question. | think I nmentioned the West-Wde

Ener gy

Corridors Region 1 Draft Report that had come out.

That's into public comment period right now.

At what

| evel of the BLMis that being handled? |Is that

sonmething the district has really got a hand

state office? |Is that a national issue?

in or the

ACTI NG MANAGER GRUBER: 1t's not sonething that

we're currently working on that |I'm aware of.

ACTI NG CHAI R HANEY: Probably national, then.

Any ot her thoughts or comments fromthe DAC?
Okay. We'll go to public comment, then. [|'ve
got just a few cards here. |If you want to make public

comment, there's nore cards in the back.

Linda Castro from Cal Wld. Linda, you' re going

to pass?
Okay. Ruth Hidalgo. Ruth, are you

After that will be Ed Wal dhei m

with us?

M5. HIDALGO. In a brief overview this norning

of these -- | was |ooking through this here today, so

|"'msure that "'mmssing a lot in the 15 pages that

Barstow has and the 23 that Ri dgecrest has.

Two t hi ngs

that I did note that stood out and I want to just neke

mention of and applaud is, one, in the Needles Field
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O fice report they indicated that in response to the
heat-related fatalities out at Anboy Crater, they had
i npl ement ed sone si gnage.

| had saw a post on Facebook and needed to nmke
a comment at one point, because right after people had
been | ost out there, you know, the crater is a great
focal point for the nmonunment, but there's a |ot of
people that go there that aren't experienced in the
desert. Even though Mark has inforned ne that people
shoul d be nore prepared, | think that sonme notices there
were required, and | applaud that.

| also see that in Barstow they have
i npl enent ed sone additional signage on OHV roads through
the Rattl esnake Canyon and grazing allotnments. | have
heard over and over again requests for that fromBilly
at DAC neetings. It's nice to see that there's
responses to when people speak up. And | just want to
appl aud those two things that | noticed here. |'msure
there's nuch nore, but thank you.

ACTI NG CHAI R HANEY: Thank you, Ruth.

Ed Wal dheim you're up next. And after Ed wll
be John Stewart.

MR. WALDHEI M  Ed WAl dheim Friends of Jawbone.

Ben, if | could ask you to please distribute to

the entire DAC a list of every county in California
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listing the anount of PILT noney that they're getting.
The last tine | got a report fromthat was from

M ke Pooles. And he went to Washington, and he's
retired since then. And that's the last time | got a
copy of that report.

And why am | asking this? |'mvery upset that
you have politicians or supervisors who accept the job
on the DAC and then they don't bother showi ng up. This
is now the third tinme. Zach, nmy supervisor, he took the
job. He lasted two tines and he left. A city
council man fromEl Centro or wherever it was, he never
shows up again. And now our supervisor here today, he
had an aide here, but it's not on his calendar. It's
not of inmportance to him Doesn't nmean anything to him
We've got to get out of that -- you know, you either

take the job or you don't take the job.

This is the amount of nmoney -- and |'mthinking
t hat maybe noney will talk, because there's mllions and
mllions of dollars that these counties are getting from

PILT noney fromthe Bureau of Land Managenent, and yet

t hey squander it. W have no idea where it goes.

pretty nmuch keep track of two or three counties, but the
rest of the counties, they do whatever the hell they
want to, and that's not right.

You' ve got an obligation. You' ve got an
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appoi ntnment. Take the job or don't take it, but do your
j ob and show up. And |I'm upset that they don't show up,
because what's happeni ng, you can't even have a quorum
wi thout a public official. It's illegal. You can't run
a neeting without the public official here. So you have
to have the public official here, otherw se you' re dead.
You' re dead. Did you guys know that? You' re dead. So
somrehow we' ve got to put sonme pressure onto these guys,
and -- "Wake up, guys. This is your desert. This is
your district. Get with the program"”

And 1'Il help you push the envelope. 1'Il help
you push the envel ope, but | need the information for
you if you can get it tome. O send it to all of us so
t hat everybody has it.

ACTI NG CHAI R HANEY: Hey, Ed, can you repeat
the acronyn?? Is it PILT that you're saying?

MR. WALDHEIM  PILT, Paynment in Lieu of Taxes,
and it's into the mllions and ml|lions of dollars.

ACTI NG CHAI R HANEY: Tony, do you want to cone
up and respond?

MR. MEJIA: Tony Mejia with Supervisor
Robert Lovi ngood.

As many of you are aware, there are nmany
responsibilities that supervisors have. They're not

just sitting in an office and waiting for calls or
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things to happen. They sit on many boards and

conm ssions and et cetera, et cetera. And so they do
have a staff, you know. Unfortunately we can't

represent himon this here on the DAC, but, you know, he
is aware of the issues that are going on. And
unfortunately he just couldn't be here. He had a
conflict of interest, and that happens.

| mean, you know, public officials, you know,
they're on public transportation authorities. They're
on different boards throughout the county. They're on
LAFCO, as you know, M. Bagley. They're on many boards.
And so they're just -- sonetines they have to make
difficult decisions on where to go. And so sonetines
things -- you know, they can't be every place that they
would |ike to be at.

But be assured that the supervisor wanted to be
here, but he just couldn't nake it. So |I'msorry, you
know, for sonme of the things that have happened in the
past, but | can't speak to that. But | just wanted to,
for the record, be it known that he couldn't be here.

He had prior conflict. And he wants to be a nenber of
the DAC. He applied for it. So that's all | have to
say.

MR. WALDHEIM Retaliation of this -- my point

is they accepted the job. Maybe, Ben, what we need to
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do is go to other waters. You got city counci

members.

You can go to city council. You don't have to get the

board of supervisors. You can get the city council or

the mayor of a city. You' ve got all these little cities

around here. They certainly can put the time in. So

maybe what we need to do is broaden our |ist of

nom nations or seeking nom nations from broader

peopl e

frompublic officials, a little bit broader than what

you're doing right now. Maybe that's one solution to do

it.

ACTI NG CHAI R HANEY: Thanks, Ed. [It's a point

wel | taken.

Next up on public comment is John Stewart, and

then last in this section is Sam

MR. STEWART: Good afternoon, comm sSSioners. A

couple of points that 1'd like to bring out is that the

progress on the Myjave Trails Managenent Plan is kind of

slim Still looking for projected dates and vari ous

information on the status of that plan.

And it was nmentioned that, in addition to the

field offices, there are three national nonunents in the

Desert District here. Well, personally I would like to

see the nonunents broken out as either a cohesive report

listing all three nonunents as a separate topical area

and somet hing not buried within a particular field
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office report. |It's believed that the nmonunents are of
i nportance enough that they should come out and stand
out alittle bit nore rather than buried within a field
office report, where they |lose the context and they're
easily overl ooked. And, yeah, | sure would appreciate
havi ng these kind of field reports avail able a coupl e of
days in advance. So thank you.

ACTI NG CHAI R HANEY: Thank you, John.

And the last card that we've got for this
session i s Sam

MS. MERK: Again, | would |ike to thank all of
you for representing us. But another way of | ooking at
it, too, is that we as taxpayers need to get in touch
wi th our congressional people and get the right anount
of money appropriated for several things.

But another way we can look at it, too, is that
when we talk to our representatives, our elected
representatives, what we need to do is rem nd them of
the PILT noney, the Paynent in Lieu of Taxes. It's
supposed to be used for safety, health, |ots of other
t hi ngs.

We have a trenmendous problemin the desert:
trash. [It's inpacting the tortoises with the ravens and
a | ot of other things. But what we need to do is get a

Menor andum of Understanding with each county, their
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el ected officials, and have them go with us in regards

to the trash. That will help a ot of different areas.
And another thing, too -- | just lost ny train

of thought. But if we can corral the Paynent in Lieu of

Taxes to providing a trash detail in this comunity,

it's really, really inmportant. Thank you.

ACTI NG CHAI R HANEY: Thank you, Sam

Any other comments on the District Manager
Report ?

Ckay. We'Il nove along to the next agenda
item which is discussion on the Executive Orders and
Secretarial Orders. | think, as many of you w ||
recall, this was a topic for a previous neeting. And
"Il open it up to DAC nenbers, if there's any coments
on those Secretarial Orders or Executive Orders.
Not hi ng new has conme out since that previous DAC neeting
where we di scussed these.

ACTI NG MANAGER GRUBER: There has been, |
believe, a Secretarial Order on inplenentation of the
Dingell Act. The Secretary of the Interior did issue a
Secretarial Order on that, and so that ties into the
presentation that Katrina is going to be giving.

MEMBER TAYLOR: For those of us who are new on
the DAC, if we can get maybe a copy of those previous

executive secretary orders so we can review them and be
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aware of what they are, that would be great.

ACTI NG CHAIR HANEY: | was going to ask if the
new DAC nenbers and those of us com ng back on could
just get those recircul at ed.

ACTI NG MANAGER GRUBER: Yes, | can work on
gat hering those and distributing them Also, it was in
the charter that -- the revised charter for the DAC that
listed out sonme of the specific Executive Orders and
Secretarial Orders that the adm nistration of the DAC
wanted us to focus on and provide comment on, so |'l
hi ghli ght those that are in the charter as well.

ACTI NG CHAI R HANEY: Hearing no other coments
on that subject, I think we can go ahead and nove into
the presentation about the new Secretarial Order, which
is the inplenmentation of the John Dingell, Jr. Act.

M5. SYMONS: |'ll be asking for Randy's help.
He just stepped out, the reason being is that we are
utilizing Randy's technology to actually get the
Power Poi nt up and working for you all.

MEMBER BAGLEY: Do you want to take a break?

ACTI NG CHAI R HANEY: That's a good idea. Since
we've just nmade up sone tinme in our schedule, why don't
we take a five-mnute break, come back in, that will [et
us set up our technology here. That will bring us back

at just about 1:50. So take five mnutes, and then
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we'll cone on back.
(A brief recess was taken.)

MS. SYMONS: Many thanks to M. Banis for use
of his equiprment so we could actually have a Power Poi nt
t hat the DAC nenbers, as well as the audi ence, would be
able to see. So the DAC nenbers, you al so have a copy
of this PowerPoint in your package as well. The purpose
of this presentation is to provide a general overview of
the John D. Dingell, Jr. Conservation, Mnagenent, and
Recreation Act as it relates to the California Desert
District. Go ahead. Next slide, Randy.

Al right. That act is referred to, as we've
heard the | ast couple of days, as Public Law 116-9. It
was enacted on March 12th, 2019. The two sections that
| do want to focus today's presentation on is the
Section 1003, which has to do with the Santa Ana River
Wash Pl an Land Exchange, and then also the big chunk of
t he discussion will be around Subtitle E of the
California Desert Protection and Recreation.

Al'l right. The Santa Ana River Wash Pl an Land
Exchange is located in the Pal m Springs South Coast
Field Ofice. As Doug Herrema nade ne aware of here
just recently, it does fall outside of the California
Desert Conservation Area. The BLMis to convey up to

417 acres to San Bernardino Valley Water Conservation
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District, and then the conservation district would
convey to BLMup to 369 acres. This |and exchange
consol i dates | and ownershi p and would align |and
managenent with Fish and Wldlife Services Habitat
Conservation Plan. The BLMcurrently is working with
the conservation district and the Fish and Wldlife
Service on the process for the exchange. And if you
note, for those of you in the back, the Santa Ana River
Wash i s near Redl ands.

Al right. Subtitle E, California Desert
Protection and Recreation, that includes OHV recreation
area designation and expansion, the Vinagre Wash Speci al
Managenent Area down in El Centro, W/ derness
desi gnation and expansion. It also has releases of our
W | derness Study Areas, WIld and Scenic River
desi gnation and expansion. It also includes our
Juni per Flats area, where there's the prohibition of
renewabl e energy devel opnent. It also has sone |and
transfers to the National Parks Service as well as
State Parks. Next one, Randy.

Al right. So know ng that when you're trying
to cover the entire area, it's very tough to be able to
visual ly depict sonme of these, so for those in the
audi ence | do have a handout on the back table, and |

know it's very difficult to read. To try to conpensate
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for that I also have the two posters, one up here for

t he DAC nenbers and then one in the back of the room so

that, as we're talking, if you want to see exactly what

we're pointing to, then you can go back there on a | arge
scal e.

The green areas are the new wi | dernesses. The
yellow is the -- intended to be the W1 derness Study
Area rel eases. And as you can see, of note, the
Cady Mountains W I derness Study Area was conpletely
rel eased, and there was not another |and-use allocation
pl aced on top of it, unlike the Soda Mountain W/ derness
Study Area, where just the edges of the Study Area is
rel eased but you had W I derness designation placed on
top of that.

Some of the other things to highlight is we've
got the WIld and Scenic Rivers. W have the Amargosa,
whi ch was an expansion, and then we al so have a couple
of other WIld and Scenic Rivers that I'Il wind up
tal ki ng about I ater.

We have our OFf-Hi ghway Vehicle Recreation Area
desi gnations and the expansions. So the expansions are
in the orange, dark brown. The Juniper Flats area is
down here. And then in the dark purple are our
expansi ons of the three National Park Service units. W

have right there. W've got a little bit here, and what
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we refer to as the Bowling Alley that went to
Deat h Vall ey.

Ri ght outside of Baker, and you can't really
tell, but there's 25 acres in Baker itself that was
transferred to the Mojave Preserve. And then just south
we have sonme parcels that were transferred to
Joshua Tree National Park. Then if you go all the way
down to EI Centro, Randy, we have sone BLM | ands bei ng

transferred to State Parks. And then over here off to

the east is the Vinagre, and I'll talk a little bit nore
about that as well. Okay. So next slide.
Al right. So we've got the designation of a

little over 180,000 acres of now O f - H ghway Vehicle
Recreation Areas. Those areas were prior nanmed

Of f - Hi ghway Vehicle Open Areas. And Congress saw fit to
change the name, and instead of open areas, we now have
recreation areas.

One of the notable itenms i s expansions on both
the Spangler Hills and EIl Mrage. And then as prior,
Johnson Val | ey had been given the designation of a
recreation area, and the Dingell Act actually added a
little over 20,000 acres to that already previously
desi gnated O f - H ghway Vehicle Recreation Area.

Of note for anyone that's used to place nanes,

the G ant Rock area was part of that expansion.
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As far as the inplenentation itens related to
our OFf-H ghway Vehicle Recreation Areas, you know, we
are working hard to update our internal and external
maps and data to reflect the new designations. W are
going to be witing | egal descriptions depicting the
of ficial boundaries and then reporting that back to
Congress. We've done and continue to do outreach to
| andowners, right-of-way hol ders, partner agencies and
the public on the inplications of the new designations.
We're installing boundary signs.

What we are going to need, by what the
|l egislation calls for, is the devel opnent of utility
access plans so that we can nake sure that entities such
as Southern California Edison continues to be able to
have access to the mai ntenance of facilities that happen
to cross the OHV recreation areas, as well as we're in
t he process of devel oping and updating our visitor
i nformati on.

The one itemof note is we'll be needing to
ei ther devel op or anend existing managenent plans for
t hese areas. However, the legislation in the interim
provi des for the managenent of these areas underneath
t he current managenent plans. Next one, Randy.

Al right. So we have the Vinagre Wash Speci al

Managenment Area. |It's alnost 82,000 acres. It's
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currently -- if you look on the map, it has 112 mles of
notorized routes. It includes some newmy designated

W | derness and the requirenment to conplete a cultural
resources study. This Special Managenent Area is

| ocated in the El Centro Field Ofice.

Some of the follow up inplenentation actions
that need to occur is witing the |egal descriptions,
depicting the official boundaries, and then reporting
that back to Congress. It calls also for the
consi deration of notorized route petitions fromthe
public in order to finalize a route network. W need to
wi nd up installing signs along the designated routes and
produce visitor information. Then it also calls for the
restoration of areas not designated as open routes.

I think one of the heavy lifts that are going
to be comng here is the conducting of a tribal cultural
resource survey, and we're trying to put our arms around
that to figure out what that is. And then we'll also be
devel opi ng a stewardship plan for nmanagenent of the
Speci al Managenent Area. Next one.

Al right. WIderness and W | derness Study
Areas. So we released al nost 137,000 acres from
W | derness Study status. And as | nentioned earlier,
what is of nbst note is the release of the

Cady Mountains W derness Study Area, but also note that
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t he Cadys are currently overl apped for the nobst part by
the Mbjave Trails National Monunent. So there is
protection for that area provided by the national
nmonunment desi gnati on.

We're al so | ooking at having designated five
new BLM W | derness Areas and havi ng expanded on four
exi sting Wl dernesses. Part of the inplenentation
actions -- and for those of you that attended the field
trip yesterday, we talked a little bit about that -- are
the BLM s process of updating internal and external maps
and data to reflect the Wl derness designation, witing
| egal descriptions depicting the official boundaries,
and we're going to be needing to report that back to
Congr ess.

Many of the designations include not only
corridors but cherry stens, so we're in the process of
installing signs of the route systens, the designated
route systenms. And then whatever unauthorized routes
woul d wind up going into these new W I dernesses, we'l
be working to restore those sites.

And then as it relates to the West Moj ave Route

Network Project will also be in the errata to that
project. That will be part of the Record of Deci sion.
We'I'l be noting those changes as well as to our Travel

Managenent Pl ans.
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We wind up continuing to do outreach to
| andowners, right-of-way hol ders, partner agencies, and
the public with the new designations, devel oping visitor
i nformati on, and renoving the old W I derness Study
Areas' boundary signs. And one of the other one that
the legislation calls for -- or that we're going to be
needing to do is the preparation of our W/ derness
Managenment Pl ans. Next one.

Wl d and Scenic Rivers. So we have our three
new segnents. The Amargosa i s an extension, and that is
| ocated on the Barstow Field Ofice. W have the
Surprise Canyon Creek. That's |ocated on Ridgecrest.
And then we have the Whitewater River, which is |ocated
in the Palm Springs Field Ofice.

This is going to wind up being repetitious to
you, but we're also going to be doing the internal and
external map updates and our data to reflect the new
designations, witing | egal descriptions depicting the
of ficial boundaries, and then reporting that back to
Congress, doing the outreach to all parties of interest,
devel opi ng updated visitor information.

And then one of our heavy lifts is going to be
t he devel opnment of the conprehensive River Managenment
Pl ans. For the Amargosa, we're |ooking at getting that

managenent plan done by 2022. Next one.
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So land transfers to the National Park Service.
As di scussed before, all three of our National Park
systemunits wound up receiving sone acres from BLM
You know, of note |I think Mjave Preserve with the 25
acres, that was really set aside to get that visitor
center for Baker.

As far as the inplenentation actions go, we're
goi ng to be updating our internal and external maps and
data to reflect the new | and status and then
transferring right-of-ways or other authorizations to
the Park Service.

And then some of the other |and changes. So in
our Juni per Flats area, it's the prohibition of the
renewabl e energy devel opnent, and then certainly down in
the El Centro area we've got the transfer of sone BLM
lands to State Parks. W're going to be updating our
maps. And then the unique item about the transfer to
State Parks is that we have to work to term nate all of
the mning clains before that transfer can happen, and
then we'll be updating the maps and dat a.

The uni queness about the change in |and status
is that we're currently working on a plan maintenance to
the CDCA Plan to reflect the change of |and status, and
we should be seeing that here in the near future,

hopefully on or before the end of the fiscal year. But
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we'll see. Next one.
Questions?
MEMBER STOVIN: Are those WIld and Scenic

Ri vers, do they have water in themall year?

M5. SYMONS: | can speak to the Amargosa, and
the answer is no. It does go subsurface. And | don't
know about the other two, so I'I|l defer to the other

field managers.

MR. SYMONS: Surprise usually has water. It
j ust depends on where. The WIld and Scenic River starts
at the Park Service then goes down. [It's just a
question of how far down it goes. It doesn't have water
all the tine.

MR. HERREMA: For the Whitewater it generally
has water in it all year until it gets further south
until it goes underground pretty nuch to the border of
the WId and Sceni c desi ghations.

ACTI NG CHAI R HANEY: Another thing that was in
the S. 47, that legislation directed Secretary of
Interior to develop a Wldlife Corridor Study for the
whol e California Desert.

MS. SYMONS: And di scussions are ongoi ng about
that, and | didn't have anything to add, any details.
Just know it is on the radar screen.

ACTI NG CHAI R HANEY: That's good. But for
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whoever

consul t

out there is listening, | would hope that they

| ocal know edge in the desert on those.

Bot h

the field offices and, | think, the general public would

have a lot to say. There's been a |ot of studi

wildlife corridors in the desert, both on publ

es of

c land

and private land, so | hope we can tal k about that at a

future neeting, and I'll bring it up.

process becone a public process where we get

MR. NADLER: Question about that. WI

review what wildlife corridors are proposed?

put our

| that

to see and

MS. SYMONS: Right now we're still trying to

arnms around this to see how we're going to w nd

up noving forward, so | can't say yes or no to

because we just don't know enough at this tine.

tuned.

l"msure it will stay on the DAC radar

ACTI NG CHAI R HANEY: Yeah, it's a big

it
So stay
screen.

t opi c.

On the Amargosa River plan, Katrina, you

menti oned that you' d be devel opi ng the managenent pl an

maybe by 2022. |It's a big one. | assune that will be

for the entire WIld and Scenic River, both the

pl us and what was previously desi gnated?

addi tion

MS. SYMONS: Affirmative. W currently have a

draft plan for the original segnment, and we'l

| ooking to add the expansi on, absolutely.

be

ACTI NG CHAI R HANEY: That's what | thought.
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You know how assunptions are.

And the underlying |land use in the WI derness
Study Areas around the Soda Muntains that was rel eased
that's not W I derness and not WSA anynore, in DRECP,
believe that's either California Desert National
Conservation Land or ACEC?

M5. SYMONS: Correct.

ACTI NG CHAI R HANEY: Because that's the
underlying | and use, | assume the WSA will just revert
to that status?

M5. SYMONS: Correct, correct. And we'll be
managing it in accordance with the CDC pl an.

Absol ut el y.

ACTI NG CHAIR HANEY: | talked to a few of you
yesterday on the field trip as far as the expansion
areas, trying to get ny head around that, and the thing
that occurs to me is that | think there will be
sensitivity because in the earlier versions of the
| egi sl ation, those had been called Study Areas. W were
going to study themto see if we should expand
of f- hi ghway vehicle use in them And the lawis the
law, and | totally understand that. But | think that
there will be consternation because we don't know what
resources may be in those expansion areas that could be

i npacted by use as an open area.
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So I think anything the field offices can do to
better understand the resources that are in the
expansi on areas as soon as possible, even before a
managenent plan is prepared, so to elimnate that
conflict up front would be wise to do. | think that's
where | see the conflict com ng around those.

| know, as a for instance, in the O d/ Rodman
area, the addition of the OHV area there, the expansion
area is in what | believe is designated critical habitat
for desert tortoise.

MS. SYMONS: Just the northern sliver is, not
the entire section.

ACTI NG CHAIR HANEY: That's right, or if
there's cultural resources in the expansion areas. So |
know t hat you have really limted discretion about what
you can do and not do to take care of all that before
t he managenent pl anni ng process starts, but if there's
going to be a problemin that process, | think that's
where the conflict will cone. So that's it for ne.

Ot hers? Dan?

MEMBER TAYLOR: |'m kind of a one-trick pony.
Al I talk about is filmng. So on Slide 6 you were
tal ki ng about 180, 000 acres of recreational area added
to these five locations. | know all five of them have

been open for filmng, and | would love to see in the
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movenent forward of when you're nmaking a nmanagenent pl an
to figure out how to get these additional acreage added
to filmng to where they could also utilize the |and
just like off-roaders and other recreationists can.

MS. SYMONS: Duly noted.

ACTI NG CHAI R HANEY: Ed?

MEMBER STOVIN: Thank you. The BLM open areas,
do they currently have managenent plans? Do they, |ike,
each have their own managenment plan or no plans, or is
t here one that covers all of it? | don't really
under st and.

MS. SYMONS: So for the five Of-H ghway
Vehi cl e Recreation Areas | have now, four of them have
managenment plans, and the only one that doesn't is
Rasor. | have a preplan. [|I'mjust waiting for
sufficient staffing in order to go into a planning
process to get a managenent plan in place.

MEMBER STOVIN: Okay, for Rasor. Wth the
addition with the land added will there be plan
amendnments, or will the plan be redone for the areas
w th existing plans?

M5. SYMONS: So for the Barstow Field O fice |
can answer that, and then |I'l|l defer to Spangler that
was on the Ridgecrest. So | had two O f - H ghway Vehicle

Recreation Areas expanded. One is EIl Mrage, and the
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other is Johnson Valley. Both of them have managenent
pl ans. There are sonme pendi ng requests al ready for

El Mrage for sonme changes, so | don't know whet her or
not the scope of those changes are going to be such
where an anendnment woul d be appropriate or whether or
not just a new plan would be appropriate. But the

| egi sl ati on does call for both of those options to be
considered. We'll just need to put our arns around the
extent of what is being proposed to see which path is
t he appropriate path to foll ow, new or anend. And, |
mean, as always, it will be a public process.

MR. SYMONS: Spanglers will be basically the
sane type answer. Spanglers is increased by a little
more than half its size. So we're going to take a hard
| ook at whether or not an anmendnent woul d either --
woul d even be appropriate given the fact that it's by
such a large ampbunt. We may end up goi ng back.

Pl us the Spangl er plan has been around for a
while. Not that it's bad, but it probably would benefit
from bei ng updated and new activities, things |like that,
you know, |ong before Rasors and other types of events
were going on. So nost likely we'll be |ooking towards
| ooki ng at whether or not it needs a whole new plan, but
it's possible that there could be an anmendnment in the

meant i nme.
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MEMBER STOVIN: It sounds |like there will need
to be sone appropriations to cover those activities,
whi ch, again, contact our federal representation and ask
for more noney. Yeah, thank you.

ACTI NG CHAI R HANEY: O hers?

MEMBER MAGUI RE: Yeah. | just wanted to
second, Frazier, what you said about meking sure that in
the processes that need to take place for the expansion
areas, especially in light of Shelly's earlier coment
about theft of the petroglyph panel, let's understand
what is there that needs to be protected so that we can
do that proactively. | don't think any of us want to
see sonething |Iike what Shelly described. Just
secondi ng that.

ACTI NG CHAI R HANEY: Anybody el se fromthe
counci | ?

So we've got a number of public comrents.

Ji nP
MEMBER BAGLEY: | have to tell you | have m xed
feelings about the Dingell Act. |It's another massive

plan |l egislation. There was very little public
participation in the process, but it's kind of the
nature of the beast. And it is what it is, and we have
tolive with it today.

| have to tell you |I'mvery happy about the
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desi gnation of permanent protection status for what were
the off-road vehicle areas, and I want to nake this very
clear: The additions to these new off-road recreational
areas are mnuscule in the context of the California
Desert. The loss of the Johnson Valley area to the
United States Marine Corps for their expanded training
was major. These small additions to these areas hardly
make up for that.

Let nme tell you as sonebody who grew up riding
dirt bikes and having the opportunity and the freedom on
the desert, the events that occur in these open areas
are uni que recreational Anerican experiences. | want to
tell you how incredible it is in the context of the
worl d to have an event like King of the Hamrers, where
you have peopl e who can take technol ogy devel oped in
their garage and conme out and try it without speed limt
and limtations. And that is part of the the innovative
spirit of America, and | don't ever want to see that go
away .

And if we have these areas in the California
Desert, | amthrilled to death with it. And I'mglad to
see these expansions, and | would like to see additional
expansi ons wherever they are possible. | think there
are other areas in the California Desert that could get

these recreational designations, nore recreational
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m ni ng and access to off-road vehicle use on designated
trails, not necessarily just whol esal e open areas. But
it is what it is, and we'll go forward.

ACTI NG CHAI R HANEY: Thank you, Jim

O hers? Okay. Geat.

MS. SYMONS: Before you junp into that,
Frazier, | want to reiterate nmy thank you to Randy for
provi di ng the technology fix for the PowerPoint to be
di spl ayed. That wound up being a benefit for our
audi ence as well as for all of you. Thanks, Randy.

(Appl ause.)

MR. BANIS: [|'ll leave it up in case there's
guestions fromthe audience.

ACTI NG CHAI R HANEY: We can open it up for
public comment. The first public comment is
Sophia Merk, "Sam" And after her will be Randy Bani s.

MS. MERK: Sophia Merk. | was one of the
people that wasn't asked about the Dingell Act. | have
my own personal opinion about it, but there are sone
things that | would like to bring forward. Wen we had
t he East ©Mbjave Pl an, when they did the East Mj ave,
they did not |ook at existing water rights or mining
rights. The sanme thing is going to happen under the
Dingell Act. There's mning clains that are |egal right

now t hat are going to be gone away with, and that's
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agai nst the M ning Act.

Anot her thing, too, when you |egislate
sonething |ike the Dingell Act and you don't go really
t hrough all the processes, what happens is going to
happen |i ke for Red Rock Canyon State Park. It was
authorized in 1994. To date they still do not have a
managenent plan for Red Rock State Park 25 years |ater.

So when you take things out of the BLM and you
put theminto National Park, how long is that going to
take for that transition? The BLM has been managi ng
many of these |ands at | ess noney than the National Park
does. | can't renenber the nunbers anynore, but | think
it was like three to one. They get three nore tines
t han BLM does. BLM manages for everybody under nultiple
use. The Dingell Act is not nultiple use.

And that's about all | got to say. Thank you.

And next time 72 hours' notification on sone of these

t hi ngs.

ACTI NG CHAI R HANEY: Thanks, Sam

Randy?

MR. BANI'S: Thank you for another opportunity
to speak.

Just one thing | saw the other day | thought
was interesting was, Qutdoor Magazi ne has their take on

the Dingell Act. And Qutdoor Magazine called it "A
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unified plan to bal ance the needs of recreational access
and conservation in Southern California' s unique desert
ecosystem This is a win for groups as di sparate as
dirt bikers and endangered desert tortoises.”

| went through the Dingell Act primarily with
the intent of considering issues that m ght cone up
during the inplenmentation. And after the field trip
yesterday and hearing Katrina's presentation today, |
think I checked off about 90 percent of these things
that were on the list. Gee, thanks.

But a couple little itens I just wanted to
share that made ne not be -- that nmay be not so
specific. But, Katrina, when | get done, if you could
recount for the audience the brief discussion that you
gave us at the field trip with respect to the w dth of
corridors? That was interesting.

MS. SYMONS: Okay.

MR. BANIS: Wth respect to the overl apping
W | dernesses and ACECs, | do not believe that this bil
has any i npact on overl appi ng ACECs and W dernesses. |
see they exist already. But this bill does create
simlar overlaps. | don't see a conflict, but I'm
poi nting that out.

Travel managenment and the cherry stenms and the

corridors, | appreciate the signing on those and al so
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appreciate that there are inperfections within the G S
and within the science and the data that nay show

W | der ness boundari es overl appi ng sections of routes
that were intended to be acconmodat ed through that
cherry stemor that corridor. And | think those are
matters of G S inaccuracies, and Katrina tal ked about
that yesterday. And | |ook forward to seeing that

addr essed.

Wth respect to the expansion of the OHV areas,
| have no expectation -- | had no expectation ever that
t hose areas would be i mrediately avail able at the stroke
of the president's pen. | personally feel it is
credi ble that there may be resources there that need to
have special attention called out.

And | support the BLM having an opportunity to
| ook at the area in detail within a reasonabl e anount of
time, though, and that this not be used as a way to
continue to kick the can down the road. So |I hope that
t he reasonabl e accommodati on of recreation to | ook at
t hose sensitive resources isn't met unfairly |ater down
the line. So thank you kindly for a chance to share
some of these ideas.

ACTI NG CHAI R HANEY: Thanks, Randy. Well,
whil e Randy is standing up, | think we should al

recogni ze that Randy probably put nore work into this
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bill than just about anybody else in the roomor in the
desert. So personally, thank you for all the extra
mles that you put on for this one, Randy.

(Appl ause.)

ACTI NG CHAI R HANEY: Next is Linda Castro,
foll owed by John Stewart.

M5. CASTRO. | just have a real m nor conment
because a | ot of people have already addressed nopst of
what | had planned to talk about. [|I'mthankful for
boundary signs and external and internal map changes and
all of that. | guess the one thing that I'ma little
bit concerned about is, as we know, with signs in the
desert, they are often run over, shot, whatever, renoved
by various neans. So |I'm hoping -- and | know the
resources are limted, but |I'm hoping that you can hunt
down the resources to put in fencing along many of these
boundaries, especially if they abut sensitive areas such
as Wl derness or ACEC or whatever.

O her than that, that's all | have to say, and
it was great working with you on this, Randy.

MR. BANI'S: Thank you, Linda. Sane.

ACTI NG CHAI R HANEY: Thank you, Linda. Next
up, John Stewart, followed by Ed Wal dhei m

MR. STEWART: Good afternoon, council nmenbers.

John Stewart, California Four-Weel Drive Associ ation.
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The legislation is sausage in how it turns out.
Depends on how it's cooked, | guess. One of the things
t hat has al ways been a problemw th past |egislation
t hat has desi gnated W I derness and that has been
defining boundaries, there are many areas out in the
desert regi on where boundaries are put down in illogical
pl aces that are very difficult to defend or provide any
ki nd of good marki ng points.

And wher ever you have the opportunity, Katrina
and the BLM | woul d encourage you when you start
mar ki ng boundari es and | ooki ng at boundaries, especially
where there is a road that is going to parallel that, is
you | ook to put in that boundary above a hi gh-water nmark
in a wash or back at a point where it will be sonething
that is clearly, easily defensible, not slap a boundary
mar ker down in the mddle of a wash where it just
i npedes normal flow of traffic.

And this is -- you know, Stone Canyon is a
prime exanple of it, and as you're |ooking at
Vi nagre Wash, one of the problens | see at Vinagre Wash
is they did not include the obvious boundary adjustnents
to existing Wlderness to keep the bulk of the traffic
out of W/ derness when the W/ derness boundaries are
within washes. Let's have some good thought put into

this and make sure that it is something easily
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def ensi bl e.

And | see now a new controversy conmng up in
the future is that not only do we have travel managenment
for motor vehicles, it looks |ike we're going to have
travel managenent for wildlife. So that will be a nice
chal | enge.

ACTI NG CHAI R HANEY: Are we going to get them
to stay on the designated routes?

So Ed Wal dheim  Then after, Mark Al gazy.

MR. WALDHEIM  Ed Wal dheim Katrina, do
understand you correctly that the land that's being
given to the State Parks is being given to Anza Borrego,
not to the OHV Division? Are we talking about BLM | and
being transferred to Anza Borrego State Park?

MS. SYMONS: Ri ght.

MR. WALDHEIM  So there's nothing in there that
deals with the 30,000 acres that Ccotillo Wells is
managi ng for the Bureau of Land Managenment. Do you get
t hat ?

MEMBER STOVIN: That's different. This is a
smal | place on top of the nountain.

MR. WALDHEIM  This is strictly Anza Borrego?
Ckay.

ACTI NG CHAI R HANEY: Thank you, Ed.

Next up, Mark Al gazy. And after that,
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Nei | Nadl er.

MR. ALGAZY: Typically |I keep nmy comments on a
nore general level, preferring to hover. Randy has
graciously offered ne what we call the 30, 000-foot --

(I'nterruption.)

MS. SYMONS: Sorry. My bad.

MR. ALGAZY: -- the 30,000-foot |evel, but this
time l"'mgoing to take nmy three mnutes to actually
drill down very specifically on one of ny pet areas.

In the WIld and Sceni ¢ designati on of
Sur pri se Canyon, we have a wonderful cultural resource
on a national level, which is the remant of the
snelting tower in Panamint City. And | would |ike very
much for all of the powers that be that are going to be
involved in rolling out a managenent plan to put funds
forward on an energency basis to stabilize that snelting
tower before it falls down. That's all.

ACTI NG CHAI R HANEY: Thank you, Mark. That's a
good detail. You've run out of tinme four tines over, |
t hi nk.

Neil Nadler is next, followed by Ruth Hidal go.

MR. NADLER: Good afternoon again. | guess |I'm
out of tine.

| wanted to go back to the Juni per Flats

because | wanted to explain that even though it's 30, 000
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acres, it's 21 mles long. And Juniper Flats itself is
a Cultural Study Area that is only 3,000 acres, and it's
only ACEC. And | was out with Conservation Lands
Foundati on | ast nmonth, and we struggled with -- it's
anything but flat, and it's all called Juniper Flats,
because | believe the BLM nade it part of this section
area for travel managenent or sonething |like that, and
it was originally called G apevine Canyon Recreation
Area, if I"mnot m staken. AmI| correct? You don't
know.

Anyway, a thought is, for us, because it is one
of those sanme areas that Mark was tal king about, it's a
real national treasure. |It's really beautiful. And
it's a transitional area between the desert and the
mountains. And it also happens to be a wildlife
corridor as well but fromthe nountains to the desert.
And as you know, it's adjacent to 600,000 acre
Nat i onal Forest.

So ny thought is that sonehow t hrough the DAC
that we can get the BLMto renane it for sonmething
that's nore appropriate and nore applicable to what it
really is, which is like |I was discussing. So it's
sonething to put forth into the future. | know you
can't nmake any decisions now or anything |ike that, but

it's sonething that I would like to pursue in the
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future.

And the | ast question | have is with respect to
who is doing the work on the Wldlife corridors. |
suspect that it's not you for the whol e Dingell Act.
Where is that being held out of? State?

MS. SYMONS: We're having discussions at the
state |evel.

MR. NADLER: At the state level. Okay. Thank
you very nuch.

ACTI NG CHAI R HANEY: Thanks, Neil. And maybe a
foll owup question is, howis a place |like Juniper Flats
named? | knowit's a limted-use area, but is there
sone formal process?

M5. SYMONS: | don't know.

MR. NADLER: But it's anything but flat. |
mean, |'Il send everybody sone pictures or sonething in
the future. Thank you.

ACTI NG CHAI R HANEY: Thanks, Neil

Next up, Ruth Hidal go, followed by Andy Sil va.

MS. HI DALGO. Thank you. | have a couple of
questi ons.

Katrina, you nentioned term nating m ning
clainms. Does that nean when they expire like they did
in Red Rock, or does it nean actual term nation of them

i ke people who have themw Il be told they're done?
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MS. SYMONS: So it's not in ny field office. |
was just reading off of what was actually in the
legislation. So it tal ked about the term nation of
m ning clainm before. That could wind up getting
transferred. | don't know the process.

MS. HI DALGO. Okay. And on WId and Scenic
Ri ver, you indicated that you'll be doi ng managenent
pl ans for those three. Can the nmanagenent plan for a
WIld and Scenic River allow recreational rockhoundi ng?

MS. SYMONS: The short answer is yes, if it
does not have an effect on the values for which the WIld
and Scenic River was established.

MS. HI DALGO. Gkay. Thank you

My only other comment is thank you to Randy for
trying to engage rockhounds in this bill and providing
maps. Unfortunately we didn't get a |lot of response as
far as input fromrockhounds, and |I'm ki nd of
enbarrassed about that. There was sone areas that |I'm
not famliar with and couldn't really comment on, but |
appreciate you really trying to engage us and the
opportunity. Thank you.

MEMBER MAGUI RE: Ruth, | wanted to let you
know, just in case you mght already know this -- in
case you don't, there is a WIld and Scenic River Act

much |ike the WIlderness Act that will give you nore
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details. |If you read through that, you'll get nore
details about what the parameters are for that
desi gnati on.

MS. HI DALGO: Thank you.

ACTI NG CHAI R HANEY: Thanks, Mari ana.

Andy Silva is up next. Then the last card that
|"ve got is fromJennifer Haley.

MR, SILVA: So just an interesting little
tidbit on the Santa Ana River Wash HCP, it's outside of
the desert. It's pretty small. It's maybe 3,000 acres,
but it's like the poster child for an HCP can be as it
pronotes mning for a long tinme. |t protects our
endangered species in our neck of the woods, the
San Bernardi no kangaroo rat, the woolystar. |t pronotes
recreation because trails will be built that are going
to be part of a network eventually. So it's small, but
it's really cool. It's in a densely popul ated urban
ar ea.

As far as the Dingell Act, it's been part of ny
life for over ten years. M first job at the county was
working for 1st District Advisor Brad Mtzelfelt, a seat
that's now held by Supervisor Lovi ngood.

Senator Feinstein introduced a bill a long tinme ago.
The designation of the nonunment was pretty

controversial. So eventually the nonunment was created
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t hrough the Antiquities Act. And the Senator's bill had
t he monunment and then all this cool stuff to benefit
W derness and OHVers and other interests.

And so after the nmonunent was done, props to
Senat or Fei nstein and Congressman Cook for getting
toget her and taking all these other cool el enments and
putting themtogether. So sonetinmes Congress does worKk.
So anyway, on a little upbeat note there. Thanks.

ACTI NG CHAI R HANEY: Thank you, Andy.

And | ast public comment that we've got for this
section is fromJennifer Haley.

MS. HALEY: During lunch | contacted the CFMS
about the stolen petroglyph, and they sent out an
announcenent which wll reach about 8,000 of their
menbers within California and Nevada. We've done this
for nmuseuns when m nerals have been stolen, things |ike
that. One thing we can't stand is when people ness with
speci al, unique things |like the petroglyph and nuseum
itenms going m ssing.

Also | contacted the National Rockhound

Associ ation. That's got, |ike, 50,000 nenbers. So |
know we' I | be seeing information about it conme out in
t he newsletters too, so we'll keep our eyes out.

ACTI NG CHAI R HANEY: Thank you, Jennifer.

That's the final public coment that we' ve got
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on the Dingell Act, and that's the |ast public coment
session that we had schedul ed for the neeting.

W're a little bit ahead of time now. W only
have a little bit of wap-up business after the break,
but I thought we'd go ahead and take 15 m nutes here and
t hen cone back and just wap the neeting up on thinking

about future itens and tal king about a date in the

future.
Katri na?
MS. SYMONS: So Randy had requested the
i nformati on about the buffers for Wlderness. 1Is now a

good time?

ACTI NG CHAI R HANEY: Onh, yeah. Thank you.
Yeah, we've got plenty of tine.

MS. SYMONS: All right. So as discussed on
yesterday's field trip, that where Congress fails to
tell BLM what the buffers should be around -- for
i nstance, routes, when it cones to the designation of
W | derness, BLMw || fall back to our policy. And right
now for a paved road, the buffer for WIlderness will be
at the edge of the right-of-way or 300 feet from
centerline. On an unpaved nmaintained road it will be at
the edge of a right-of-way or 100 feet fromthe
centerline of the road. And when we have unpaved

unmai ntai ned roads, it will be at the edge of the
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right-of-way or 30 feet fromthe centerline.

So many of the places that we visited
yesterday, you know, certainly along 127, |lo and behol d,
there's no right-of-way for 127, so BLMwi |l w nd up
deferring to 300 feet fromthe centerline. And then on
some of the other dirt roads that have not been
mai ntai ned on a regular basis, we will be deferring to
30 feet fromcenterline, so for a total of a 60-foot
corridor.

MR. BANI'S: Thank you. Appreciate that.

ACTI NG CHAI R HANEY: Thanks for clearing that
up, Katrina. So we'll go ahead and go to break until
3:00, and then we'll come back up and just do our
wr ap-up | ooking forward to the next neeting.

MR. WALDHEIM Don't forget to | oad your cars
wi th maps.

ACTI NG CHAI R HANEY: Maps, maps, maps.

(Afternoon Break.)

ACTI NG CHAI R HANEY: Thanks, everybody, for
com ng back. We're going to make a small change in the
agenda for the rest of the day. And because we haven't
been able to vote today and we're not able to el ect
officers, we wanted to tal k about the DAC having a
di scussi on about how to agendi ze the next neeting. And

so we also will make another public conment period. So
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we' || have our discussion about how to agendi ze t he next
nmeeting then add a few m nutes of public comrent too.

So if you think you want to have comment about what we
di scuss, then there's cards in the back, and we'l
foll ow the sanme process that we've been follow ng today.

So on the agenda first thing after the break
was the election of new officers, but because we aren't
in official business node, we can't elect officers
formally. So what we wanted to do was think about an
interimstructure. Maybe a few of us could work with
Ben and the other field office nmanagers in the nmeantine
to -- if you all needed to have a neeting and sit down
with a few nenbers of the council to tal k about agenda
itenms or go through details, that could be handled with
a group of two or three of us, and then the rest of the
council could be brought in by e-mail to contribute
agenda itens.

And the last thing | want to say on that matter
is | think we were aim ng for another DAC neeting in
Decenmber. Is that right?

ACTI NG MANAGER GRUBER:  Yes.

ACTI NG CHAIR HANEY: So with that, I'Il turn it
over to anybody else in the group who has thoughts about
how we m ght agendi ze the next neeting.

Ji nP

Page 151

Personal Court Reporters, A Veritext Company
818-988-1900




A W DN

ol

10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24
25

MEMBER BAGLEY: So there's a coupl e of
practical considerations that I want to raise. So this
is a point of criticism |'ve been attending public
nmeetings in this facility for probably two decades.
This facility is really broken. Let's get a better one.
And let nme just tell you we're all very busy,
and so is the public. And those of us who are on the
DAC get sone reruneration for com ng here, but people in
t he audi ence do not unless they're paid to be here by
organi zations. So we've got to give agendas way in

advance and be on the schedul e so people can nake travel

plans. Sanme thing for ne. |If you pop up a neeting for
me, | can't guarantee you | could attend.

So if the DAC -- if there hasn't been a fornal
structure to it in the past, | would suggest that we get

t he agenda out no less than two weeks in advance so
people who are interested in the itens on that agenda
can plan to participate.

And in nmy own personal preference we've got the
Vinagre Wash that's com ng up. That's very
controversial. | would like to go to EIl Centro. That's
what | would suggest. |It's also Decenber, a good tine
to be down there. And there were other issues that |
t hi nk woul d be appropri ate.

Having said that, | wish to be neeting
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somewhere in sone -- in every one of the district

of fices we should be having a schedul ed neeting there.
And if there are issues that are tinely in that district
office, that's when | really want to be there. That's
when | want to give the public an opportunity to
participate with us with agendas.

| understand, Katrina, if you've got
Power Poi nts and they have to be approved by Washi ngton
and you can't put them out right away, that's okay. But
as a public official I don't believe in doing anything
wi t hout full transparency, and | see ny role on the DAC
the sane. So if you provide docunentation for ne to
read, | believe whatever you are providing for nme needs
to be available for the public too so they can cone and
have an i nfornmed, educated participation.

It's the same with me. If you tell me I'm
going to a public neeting, I'"mgoing to want to read
everything you' ve got before | get there so | can
intelligently engage in it. The further the better.

But | would like to see at |least a m nimum of two weeks
we need to select presentations.

There was a di scussi on about how we put things
on the agenda. | think it's appropriate at the end of
the meeting to ask nmenbers to raise issues, but | also

think we need to vote on them because, if we have issues
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that there isn't a consensus that we need to address,
think that gives staff direction too. But |I would |ike

to have everything on the table.

If the public comes up with itenms -- it's
al ways frustrating to me when | hear people say, "I was
at the last nmeeting. | raised this issue, and not hing
happened with it." W lose credibility with our

responsibility to the public when we do that. So |
woul d just |ike those itens there, and there needs to be
some institutional nmenory going forward.

I"d love to set the schedule for the next three
meetings so we could -- the BLM staff too so they know
what things are coming up in their district offices and
when we mi ght want to be there. And | really hope that
the DAC is going to neet every quarter as it's supposed
to neet and that we will be a very effective public
forum for the public to engage the Bureau of Land
Management .

ACTI NG CHAI R HANEY: Thanks, Jim

Ot her thoughts? Ed?

MEMBER STOVIN: 1'd |ike to address subgroups.
| believe there's four potential subgroups that we

shoul d be working with: Special Recreation Permt,

Moj ave Trails National Mnunent, |nperial Sand Dunes,
and Dunont Dunes. | understand that at |east two of
Page 154

Personal Court Reporters, A Veritext Company
818-988-1900




A W DN

ol

10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24
25

those don't really exist yet. And | can't say the BLM
has to do sonething, but we should di scuss those at the
next neeting and the progress towards bringing those to
life.

ACTI NG CHAI R HANEY: And Ben or other BLM
staff, can you confirmthat those four subgroups have
been created, or are there others beyond that?

ACTI NG MANAGER CGRUBER: | think we have records
about the subgroups. | know that in the past there have
been ot her subgroups. Discover the Desert is one that
comes to mnd that |1've heard of. So I'll have to do
sonme research to determ ne what the subgroups are.

MS. THORESEN: Lisbet Thoresen.

DRECP was one of the subgroups that was on the
tabl e, and this was when the DRECP was up for potenti al
review to full plan |level anmendnment. So | don't know if
that's still going to be, but there still needs to be
i npl enentation of it.

ACTI NG CHAI R HANEY: So, Ed, did you need sone
specific thing today? 1 know you were concerned about
t he I nperial Dunes Subgroup.

MEMBER STOVIN. As vice-chair of that group, |
don't even know if it exists now, but fromthe past |'ve
had a nunmber of people conme to ne and say, "Wen is our

next dunes neeting? W have things to discuss.” It's a
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very popul ar area, and the public wants to know about
it. So we'd like to get that on the ball

So we're discussing agenda itens for the next
nmeeting; right? So subgroups should be an agenda item
and specifically bringing these subgroups to life.

ACTI NG CHAI R HANEY: Thanks, Ed.

O her comments? Dan?

MEMBER TAYLOR: So being a newbie, | would |ike
to know what the different positions there are, you
know, chair, vice-chair, and what their responsibilities
are so we are aware of what needs to be done for those
posi tions.

ACTI NG MANAGER GRUBER: Yes. W have a charter
for the group that | need to distribute to all the new
members. | believe the existing menbers have it, but
"Il send it to the whol e group.

MEMBER TAYLOR: Okay.

ACTI NG MANAGER GRUBER: And | believe that the
charter outlines sone of those rules. The BLM al so has
regul ati ons that govern Resource Advisory Councils that
al so apply to the DAC. So the conbination of a charter
and BLM s regul ati ons woul d probably answer sone of
those questions. And I'll make sure that in the near
future you get copies of both.

MEMBER TAYLOR: Thank you.

Page 156

Personal Court Reporters, A Veritext Company
818-988-1900




A W DN

ol

10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24
25

ACTI NG CHAI R HANEY: So what | would like to
suggest is that we go ahead and open it up for public
comment if there's no further thoughts by the counci
members. And then we'll have public coment and then
finalize what we're going to do in the interimperiod to
work with BLMto set the agenda for the next neeting.
Good?

So we've got a number of public coment cards
here. Ed Waldheim And next up will be
Moi ses Ci sner os.

MR. WALDHEI M  Ed Wal dheim Friends of Jawbone,
Friends of EI M rage.

We have a Dunont Dunes Subgroup, and Katri na,
she runs that. W have a public announcenent com ng out
for the next nmeeting on the Dunont Dunes; right?

MS. SYMONS: Federal Register Notice hasn't
gone anyplace. But Ben and | tal ked about just having a
regul ar public neeting so | can get input and try and do
a wor kar ound.

MR. WALDHEI M  Every second Wednesday of the
month | have Friends of El Mrage. Every third
Wednesday of the nonth | have Friends of Jawbone. Thank

God the DAC has seen fit to | eave ne al one, because in

essence it's alnost |ike a subgroup or like a group
because we nmeet -- federal agencies are there, and they
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tal k about everything. They talk about financing. They
tal k about everything. So everything that a subgroup
woul d do, we would do. So | invite you to conme to
Jawbone or EIl Mrage neetings. Second is EIl Mrage,
third Wednesday.

And you can go on the conference line if you
want to. The State of California always is on the |ine,
because | call them our bankers, and it is cool to have
them on there because they tal k about the grants. They
tell about the process and things that we have to do.
And Katrina shows up, and Carl always cones to the
meeting, or he has his staff comng to the neeting, so
we' re doi ng good.

A suggestion to you. Like we do at the
Roundt abl e, three people get together with Carl, and
they have a little nmeeting and go over the agenda.
There's absolutely no reason why you shouldn't do that.
You could do that and just get hold of Ben and just
review the agenda that you have. You don't have to vote
on it, you know, just until you get your thing going on.

But I've really -- Ben, | really want you to
reach out nore. Let's get these city council people in.
They're not that busy. | don't know where we got off
the base to try to get a supervisor. W failed.

Supervisors, they're useless. They just do their thing,
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and they got their owm |life to do. DACis not their --
it's not their whole life. Qurs is our life. And so
just let's go to the | ower-hanging fruit, because you
got people in Hesperia. You got people that you could
tap into because they' ve been here before. That way you
coul d have your neetings.

ACTI NG CHAI R HANEY: Thanks, Ed.

Moi ses, you're up next. And after that,

John Stewart. If you want to speak, you'll be able to.

MR. ClI SNEROS: Thank you again. Your insight
and your dedication is very appreciated.

Just a quick comment on the subgroup. |
bel i eve soneone nentioned interest in a DRECP Subgroup.
| just want to throwit out there that | am personally
wor ki ng on DRECP i ssues on behalf of the Sierra Club and
woul d I ove to see that subgroup take life, and if
possible 1'd love to participate in it.

And al so a comment regarding the Brown Act.
Love that efficiency, well thought out. The only issue
there if you' re going to go that route is really
understand it, because it's very hard to coll aborate
anongst yourselves if you're followi ng the Brown Act
rules. So just put forth that. Thank you.

ACTI NG CHAI R HANEY: Thank you, Mi ses.

John Stewart, and next would be Sophia Merk,
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"Sam "

MR. STEWART: Good afternoon, council nenbers.
John Stewart, California Four-Weel Drive Association.

On the couple of topics here was what you are
| ooking for in future agenda itens. Pay close attention
to the coments provided for itenms not on the agenda
because those are often itens of interest that spark an
interest for a future review or a future in-depth
di scussion on part of the DAC. | provided you with
t hree opportunities this norning for agenda itens.

As far as the various subgroups, yes, the DAC
in the past has created subgroups. They have cone, and
t hey have gone. They have served their purpose.
Subgroups are a tenporary reason. They're not a
| ong-termdeal. They're for a specific fact-finding or
speci fic problemsolving issue.

And the gentleman prior nmentioned the
Brown Act. Well, the Brown Act is a state act. This is
a federal entity of which within this the Federal
Advi sory Council Act applies along with the Federal
Lands Managenent Policy which authorized the Desert
Advi sory Council. So those are the underlying issues to
follow. And yes, it has to be announced in the Federa
Regi ster according to, you know, follow ng Federal

Rul es, so that's going to take tinme. 1It's going to take
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some creativity, but yes, | would |ove to see the DAC
get back on sonme schedul e where you have your neetings
at least four tinmes a year. Thank you.

ACTI NG CHAI R HANEY: Thanks, John.

Sophia, you're up next, followed by
Mar k Al gazy.

MS5. MERK: Sophia Merk.

The DRECP needs to be revitalized. W were
prom sed at the |last couple of sessions that it was
going to be. You were going to have subgroups. It

never happened.

In regards to the agenda -- and |'ve nmade this
comment before -- it would be helpful to the public if
you woul d nunber it so that, when people fill out their

little cards, they could put one, two, three, eight, or

sonething like that. To save tinme | just put "Al," and
| don't have to speak on all. That woul d be wonderful.
And last of all, in regards to the Brown Act, |

could be very, very wong in regards to this, but if
Supervi sor Lovingood was here, as a state person, he
woul d have to conply under the Brown Act. Maybe the
rest of you wouldn't have to, but he would have to. And
transparency for 72 hours is one of the big highlights.
It really is. Thank you.

ACTI NG CHAI R HANEY: Thank you, Sam
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Two | ast coment cards, Mark Al gazy and then
Li sbet.

MR. ALGAZY: When | was on the DRECP, we were
engaged in the very act of evaluation of the DRECP. Did
| say when | was on the DRECP? When | was on the DAC we
were involved heavily with the DRECP, and we were
severely constrained by the limtations of having to
have all substantive discussions publicly. But | don't
see any problem-- Teri Raml didn't see any problemwth
havi ng tel ephone conferences just to tal k about agenda
itenms and future neeting dates. And so | know that that
canme out of the district before, and that was district
protocol that you could go ahead and have a tel ephone
conference.

And the idea was that those people fromthe DAC
that wanted to be involved in that conference could be
part of it, but they didn't have to be. So you could
have two or three people that would agree to have a
meeti ng and anybody el se that wanted to call in and
partici pate on setting agenda itens and dates could do
that, and because it wasn't substantive, there wouldn't
be violation of any advisory neeting rules.

The second thing | think would be hel pful would
be reiterating what John Stewart said about | ooking at

itenms not on the agenda as one point for finding future
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agenda itens. It's difficult for any of us to go

t hrough 100-pl us pages of the court reporter's
transcript to renenber everything that happened. And I
was one of the few people that made a religious effort
to do that and read the transcript before every DAC
neet i ng.

But you ought to consider having a synopsis of
every neeting, something that's not nore than two pages
long, and that way it will be less likely for things to
fall through the cracks if you could just make for
yoursel f a synopsis. And if everybody wote down just
the things that they thought were inportant that cane
out of that neeting and you e-mailed themto each other,
you' d have your synopsis sheet right there.

ACTI NG CHAI R HANEY: Thanks, Mark.

Li sbet, you're the last card that we've got.

MS. THORESEN: Thank you again one and all for
having this neeting. Lisbet Thoresen.

Regardi ng agenda, at the last neeting in
Decenber, Beth Ransel announced the Mojave Trails
Nat i onal Monunment Managenent Pl an was on a definite
hold. We've been waiting, especially those of us in the
rockhound community, but everybody who's a stakehol der
and interested in this huge, valuable resource, to have

sone progress, even if it's no progress. It would be, |
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think, fitting that by the Decenber neeting, after VEMO
Is a Record of Decision, maybe there's progress on
DRECP.

By the way, | applied to the subgroup back in
2017 or 2018. 1'd still like to participate that and
figure out how DRECP, WEMO, and then this new
Di ngell Act will somehow i npact that managenment plan or
not i npact it.

You know, it has al ways been confusing. It's
al ways becom ng nore so over tine, so it would be nice
to have a presentation and discussion on if there isn't
a managenent plan in process, at |east what the ideas
are on the BLM side about how all of these different
projects are going to inpact the nmanagenent plan.

And then finally, Frazier, you had raised the
I dea of having a group, you know, who could be ready to
junmp on this one when finally a managenent plan was
ready to go about but that didn't have to be DAC
specific. And | would like very nmuch to see that
happen, especially, you know, tinme's a wasting. It's
three years that's mandated to have a managenent pl an
fromthe time of a proclamation. Well, 2019 is three
years.

So thank you very nuch. |[|'mreally | ooking

forward to all of the agenda itens but especially

Page 164

Personal Court Reporters, A Veritext Company
818-988-1900




A W DN

ol

10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24
25

Moj ave Trails at the next neeting.

ACTI NG CHAI R HANEY: Thank you, Lisbet.

| just think the neeting today has been a
really -- we've gotten a |lot of good comments, and it's
been a real clear reflection that I think we can get
t hi ngs back on track as a council now. W' ve had a few
years where we've been del ayed. We can't take official
votes or anything today because we're nm ssing nenbers,
but I think we have a real chance at getting things put
back together and back in regular order, | think, with
your help, Ben, and with a new district manager com ng
in.

So what 1'd like to propose to the council,
then, is just that a few of us volunteer to be the kind
of point people. |If Ben needs sonebody to go down to
Moreno Val l ey and tal k through agenda itens or talk
t hrough details, a couple of us will be on the hook to
do that, but that we have a phone call with the counci
before the next neeting, well in advance of the next
neeting, to talk through these agenda itens from today
t hat have conme up that we know we need to tal k through.

So that's what | would propose is that a couple
of us propose to be Ben's contact in the nmeantinme, then
we as a council have a tel ephone call nmaybe in Septenber

or so to determ ne the agenda itens well in advance of
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t he neeti ng.

MEMBER LONG. | vol unteer.

MEMBER BAGLEY: |1'l| be happy to volunteer too.
If we are going to have neetings four times a year, if
the next nmeeting isn't scheduled for six nmonths, that's
going to be very problematic. | know it eats up staff
time, but it's part of what we're supposed to do in
having public input on the DAC. So I'd |like to see a
nmeeting in Septenber and then one in Decenber, and it
should be a quarterly neeting. W should go back to the
process of doing that. And if we fail to take this
opportunity, we're really not neeting the obligation
that we have to the public for participation. W've got
a lot of things that are happeni ng.

I n shaping the agenda for the BLM the BLM
operates under crisis managenent nost of the tinme, so in
t he next six nmonths or even three nonths, who knows
what's going to come up? There can be Public Lands
i ssues that are mandated by Congress or by necessity
because sonet hi ng becones controversial on the
Public Lands. | think we have to have the flexibility
to add those things.

Those are the things I'd want to be able to
address, and | want the council to be flexible enough to

be able to go to a district office where there was a

Page 166

Personal Court Reporters, A Veritext Company
818-988-1900




A W DN

ol

10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24
25

crisis so we could be the conduit for the public to have
sone i nput.

| understand that there are constraints when
you operate in the federal system You have to publish
things in the Federal Register. | have to tell you, as
sonebody who's been involved in that process, |
understand it, but if you talk to the general public,
they do not. They don't read the Federal Register.
They do | ook at the websites. That's the nodern way to
communi cate. The communi cation to the public will be
the invitation and the agendas. And that should be on
the website, and it should be out there far in advance.

And | understand for federal nmnagers you're
not really in the business of running public neetings,
but there are high expectations for the public when they
cone. We're tal king about the Brown Act. The Brown Act
is a state open transparency |law for the State of
California. 1t's not applicable to what we are doi ng.
We are ruled by federal guidelines as an agency. But it
doesn't nmean we can't operate within the spirit of that,
wanting to be transparent and wanting to do those
agendas, and maybe we can even shape how we neet in the
future.

What the Brown Act essentially says is that you

wi Il have no cl osed-door neetings; everything you do, if
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you make a public decision, will be made in front of the
public with their participation and their ability to
input. And what that neans is that we don't call each
ot her behind the scenes and make a decision. Before
going to a DAC neeting, it's a done deal. That's the
attitude that I'mtrying to get.

So I'"'mglad to do these shaping the agenda and
ot her things, but | don't want to get in the habit where
the public isn't included and they cone to the DAC
meeti ng and wonder what happened. So |'m pl eading for
you, let's get these quarterly neetings going. Let's
get these agendas.

| love the field trips. | think the field
trips are wonderful, and when you invite the public to
participate too, that's really great if they want to.
And I"'mready to go. |'mback on the DAC. Let's talk
about things. W have got to inplenment the Dingell Act.
We' ve got sone subcomm ttees on things |ike
Mojave Trails. And | think those things are really
inportant. And you're hearing the frustration fromthe
public, and that's what this forumis for

UNI DENTI FI ED SPEAKER: Straw vote.

MEMBER MAGUI RE: Jim thanks for those
coment s.

| agree it's really inportant what you've said.
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And | want to take it a point further and ask Ben and
our other friends at BLMif, it's possible, given the
constraints and the tinelines that you have and the
materials that you need to submt to Washi ngton D.C. and
t he approval s that you have to get, is it feasible to
try to have another neeting as early as Septenber? You
know, w Il Washington allow that? You know, can we try
to nmake that possible?

And then to the point about phone calls, |
think it's a wise idea for us to try to find sone avenue
i ke that where we can comrunicate efficiently as
representatives, you know, of public priorities and
public interests, given that we're asking for -- you
know, on BLMtime we're asking for quick turnarounds.

ACTI NG MANAGER GRUBER: So | think it's
feasible for us -- for the DAC to be able to neet
earlier than Decenber, and so that's sonmething that we
can definitely explore further. There are tine
requi renents that the Washington office requires in
order to publish a Federal Register Notice for a DAC
meeting. And so I'Il have to consult with our
communi cations folks at the state office to find out
exactly what those requirenents are. They're |onger
t han sone people realize. And so |I think we can neet

earlier than Decenmber if that's what we want to aimfor.
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So |I'mopen to taking that back and working hard to try
to nake that happen.

VMEMBER BAGLEY: So we can't take formal action,
but that's a policy recomendation fromne, and | hope
there's consensus in the roomthat we should try to get
this on a quarterly schedule, which nmeans literally
nmeeting every three or four nonths, and | think there
needs to be sone practical considerations about where
the issues are and climte.

We're in the desert. |It's going to be hot six
nont hs out of the year, so it's not |like we're going to
choose to go sonewhere else. |f there are practical
consi derations, we want to think about that because we
want public to cone and participate too. And | go, "Oh,
my God, | can't be down in EIl Centro in July"; okay?

ACTI NG CHAI R HANEY: Ot her comments or
t hought s?

Ed.

MEMBER STOVIN. By the way, we had dunes
meetings in August in El Centro.

Projects going to NEPA. You get a variety of
applications for mning, renewabl e energy, nonrenewabl e
energy. And sone of those cross a threshold where you
begin a NEPA process. Wuld it be a good thing for this

group to have a | ook at those? | nean, we wouldn't
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have, |ike, any kind of formal say-so, but we stil
would |ike to | ook at those and make a recomrendati on.
Coul d that be an agenda itenf

ACTI NG MANAGER CRUBER: Yes. So when we were
pl anning for this neeting, we were also trying to nmake
sone prelimnary plans for the follow ng neeting, and
one of the ideas that we've been tossing around
internally was having a nmeeting in Palm Springs to
di scuss sone of the EIS-|level, Environnmental |npact
Statenent-1|evel, projects happening in Palm Springs.
Pal m Springs and South Coast Field O fice has the
maj ority of priority infrastructure projects that the
California Desert District is currently processing, So
t hat woul d be an opportunity for a future neeting.

MEMBER BAGLEY: Septenber, com ng up

MEMBER STOVI N: ['"'min.

ACTI NG CHAI R HANEY: So what |'ve got noted so

far, 1'"ve got a big |list of agenda itens fromtoday's
meeting listed out. |'m happy to collect other agenda
items fromcouncil nmenbers or the public. 1've got

Shelly, Jim and Ed as our kind of small working teamif
the district office needs a few folks to go sit with

themto work through the agenda.

And then we have agreenent that we'll have a
phone call in advance of the next DAC neeting to -- as a
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council, it will just be an open phone call for all of
us to hop on and tal k through those agenda itenms. So |
think we've got it just about there. And, Ben, you're
going to work on getting us scheduled earlier in the
year and get back to us on that.

Am | mssing anything on the next few steps for
t he next neeting here?

MEMBER MAGUIRE: | think | heard sonme folks in
t he audi ence nention this, and 1'd love if we could have
regul ar subgroup reports. Even if there aren't
subgroups, at |east maybe sonebody could say there's
nothing to report. But at |east there's sone
accountability and transparency and continuity as to
what's going on with subgroups.

ACTI NG CHAI R HANEY: (Okay. Very good. | think
| feel |ike we've got that settled.

Are there other things to wap up? Closing
coment s?

MEMBER STOVIN: Frazier, thanks for stepping up
and being in charge today. You've done a great job.

(Appl ause.)

MEMBER STOVIN. And | appreciate it. | don't
know if it's just today or in the future, but you did a
great job today. Thank you.

ACTI NG CHAI R HANEY: Thanks, Ed.
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And even though a bunch of us didn't show up
today, | think the nmenbers of the general public did.
So a big round of applause to all those who drove down
and cane today.

(Appl ause.)

ACTI NG CHAI R HANEY: Are there any other itens
to cover? Okay. Good. Well, we'll close the neeting,
and |'m going to use the gavel.

MR. WALDHEIM Don't forget your nmaps.

(The meeting was adjourned at 3:35 p.m)

- --000- - -
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CERTI FI CATE

|, D ane Carver Mann, CSR No. 6008, in and for
the State of California, do hereby certify:

That the foregoi ng pages were taken down by ne
i n shorthand at the tine and place stated herein and
represent a true and correct transcript of said
pr oceedi ngs.

| further certify that | amnot interested in
the event of the action.

Wtness nmy hand this 23rd day of July, 2019.

Certified Shorthand
Reporter in and for the

State of California
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